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AND IT CAME to pass that Rev. Mr. A.
and Rev. Mr. B. were members of the same
Annual Conference.

And lo and behold, the powers that be
appointed Rev. Mr. A. to Podunk circuit.

Verily he thought he should have had a
better appointment but decided he would
go and serve two years if peradventure he
could get a better place then.

Howbeit, the Podunk people liked Rev.
Mr. A. Verily he visited and mooched the
people for gifts. His sermons were soothing.
Lo, he was tail-twister in a dinner club and
was popular. And it came to pass that he
visited the sick of his church and other
churches, courted funerals, and preached all
who died into heaven. He continually apple-

The Parable of
Ministerial Etiquette

polished the District Superintendent. He
secretly asked the District Superintendent
to move him to a better salary and said
request was granted.

In his farewell talk at Podunk he told
the people that he loved them and while he
would be gone he hoped he would not be
forgotten. If he could help them in the
future to call on him. And behold the peo-
ple blamed the Superintendent and Bishop
for taking their good pastor away.

And it came to pass that Rev. Mr. B.
was then appointed to Podunk Circuit.

Rev. Mr. B. had spoken farewell words
in the ears of the congregation he was leav-
ing. Said he, “I have been your pastor four
years. Your new pastor is a man of God.
He must increase and I must decrease.
Let him conduct your funerals and weddings
and do not call me back to do the work of
your pastor.”

And it came to pass that Podunk saw
they had a different preacher who warned
them to avoid the world, the flesh and the
devil and to shun the wrath to come. And
they complained, “Why does our pastor dis-
turb us with controversial subjects and ex-
pect our time, talent and tithe?”

And behold Grandma Hunkeldorf died
with a heart attack. And the family said,
“Quick, telephone Rev. Mr. A. to come
back and preach her to heaven.” Rev. Mr.
A. did not ask the family if they had the
consent of Rev. Mr. B. to preach in his
pulpit. He did not tell them to ask their
pastor to have charge of the service. He did
not go to the parsonage before he went to
the funeral home.

Howbeit Rev. Mr. B. gave Rev. Mr. A,
a friendly welcome in the funeral home and
a warm introduction in the church. He was
glad the family could have a former pastor
in their bereavement. But Rev. Mr. A. said
no kind word about the pastor before he
began to eulogize Grandma Hunkeldorf and
her family. At the cemetery Rev. Mr. A.
took full charge and then rushed about
greeting his former parishioners.

And it came to pass at the parsonage
that night that the good wife of Rev. Mr.
B. said, “Dear husband, God has given you
the courtesy of ministerial etiquette. How-
beit, I am sorry that Rev. A. is utterly
lacking in that beautiful grace.” But Rev.
Mr. B. doubted if the people noticed the
conftrast.
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THIS ARTICLE is for evangelicals who
are ready to face straight, unvarnished truth
about their colleges. The blunt truth
is simply this: Evangelicals will need to
support their colleges much more substan-
tially if they are to fulfill their mission in
the critical years ahead. The reasons are ob-
vious:

1. Many Christian colleges, both Christian
liberal arts colleges and Bible colleges, are
definitely under-supported now. Inadequate
facilities, underpaid teachers, and deficit
operations in many a school are the evidence.

2. Many evangelical Christians and
churches have never assumed a sense of
responsibility for the vitally important col-
lege that honors Christ and prepares stu-
dents for Christian service. They support
missions but they have not seen the neces-
sity of supporting schools that train mis-
sionaries.

3. Evangelical institutions of higher learn-
ing are in danger of being further surpassed
in number and size by Roman Catholic
colleges. Hungate of Columbia University
says, “The conviction is bound to grow that
the maintenance of weakly financed Prot-
estant colleges does not help the church and
contributions are expected to decline. The
Catholics are likely to strengthen their in-
stitutions.”

4. Evangelical colleges should not merely
hold their own, but they need to be sub-
stantially strengthened in the next decade.

With the educational world turning its
attention to technological training for the
space age, colleges that stress moral and
spiritual values arec needed more than ever.

With the growth of the world’s popula-
tion, especially in underprivileged areas, the
demand for thoroughly trained, Spirit-en-
dued, Bible-indoctrinated evangels is all the
more insistent. The greatest opportunity for
Christian witness of all time faces the church
today.™

5. The state is now taking over increas-
ingly more responsibility for higher educa-
tion, placing the Christian college at a
disadvantage at the very time when Chris-
tianity is deperately needed in higher educa-
tion.

‘When our nation was founded, there were
no tax-supported schools. All levels of edu-
cation were in the hands of private agencies,
principally churches, and supported volun-
tarily. The first segment of education to be
taken over by the state was the elementary
school in the North between 1825-50. Then
the state began taking over secondary edu-
cation so that by 1900 the public, tax-
supported high school had eclipsed the
church-supported academy. The state had
the tremendous advantage over private edu-
cation through its power of taxation.

Now we are in the third phase of the
state taking over education. A century or
more ago, there were few state universities;
the bulk of higher education was carried on
in Protestant institutions and for the most
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Is There a Future
For the Evangelical
Colleges in America?

By S. A, Witmer

Executive Secretary, Accrediting of Bible Institutes and

Bible Colleges

part they were evangelical. For the past
twenty-five years there has been a balance
between state and private institutions; about
fifty per cent of all students were in private
colleges and fifty in public. Now the shift is
definitely toward public, tax-supported in-
stitutions. In Dr. Raymond Walters’ an-
nual report on registrations, sixty-five large
public universities last fall reported an en-
rollment of 527,766—an increasc of 4.1%.
At the same time, fifty-seven large private
universities reported 289,990-—a decrease of
1.7%.

This year approximately 57% of all stu-
dents in institutions of higher learning are
in tax-supported institutions, and it is pre-
dicted that in another ten or twelve years,
when the impending bulge will double col-
lege registration, the state will be educating
80 per cent of all college students. Al-
ready private education in some states is a
fraction of the total. For example, only
22 percent of college students in Michigan
are in privately supported institutions.

What points to increasing responsibility
by the state is the sheer magnitude of the
task. In 1900 only 237,592 students were
enrolled in colleges and universities. By
1930, the figure had topped a million; now
it is over 3,000,000 and the big bulge is yet
to come!

In viewing the dimensions of this chal-
lenge, the President’s Committee on Educa-
tion Beyond the High School said this:
“Our colleges and universities are expected
by the American public to perform some-
thing close to a miracle in the next ten to
fifteen years. They are called upon to pro-
vide education of a continually improved
quality to a far larger number of students—
at least six million by 1970 compared to
three million now. . . . Our institutions of
higher learning, despite their remarkable
achievements in the past, are in no shape
today to meet the challenge. Their resources
are already strained; their quality and stand-
ards are even now in jeopardy; and their
projected plans fall short of the indicated
need.” If this is true generally, how much

more so of weakly supported evangelical
colleges!

The tax-supported school has two definite
advantages over the church-related college.
First, it can offer education for certain pro-
fessions which few private schools can af-
ford, and second, its costs to students are
lower. The over-all cost per student this
year in privately controlled colleges averages
$2,037 against $1,483 for the publicly con-
trolled” school. The difference lies in the
higher cost of tuition and fees in private
colleges.

One additional factor needs to be men-
tioned. Some states are seeking to provide
college education without tuition. California
has been providing free junior college edu-
cation and now aims at senior college for
all who want it and can profit from it.

In the light of these factors, what is the
future of evangelical colleges—both Bible
and liberal arts? There is no question about
their vital importance. The state cannot
undergird youth with faith; it is restricted
from recognizing Jesus Christ as Redeemer
and Lord. The preservation of schools that
acknowledge His Saviourhood and Lordship
is an absolute necessity.

What is their future? Secularists like
Hungate would write off most of them. They
will either close through lack of support or
the state will operate them.

But their future will be decided by evan-
gelicals themselves—by their faith, their vi-
sion, their sense of responsibility and their
willingness to give generously for Christian
education. 1f these are lacking, Hungate’s
outlook is the only alternative.

I cannot believe that evangelicals will let
their schools down in this period of un-
paralleled opportunity. Individuals can take
on one or more schools and contribute reg-
ularly to their operation. Churches can put
a college or institute into their annual
budget. In number of cases, denominations
might well review their schools and decide
to back them more generously.—From
United Evangelical Action
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Students stand in front of the newest addition to the Bible College property. The
Victory Celebration planned for December is designed to pay for this building.

Bible College Plans
Victory Celebration

Entering its 17th year in the ministry of
training Christian youth, Free Will Baptist
Bible College is enjoying the use of the new
student lounge-dining hall building. The
construction and utilization of this building
brings to completion the first step of the im-
provement program begun by the school in
1956.

That is, the first step will be complete by
an all-out effort by each church in the
denomination to take part in the “Victory
Celebration” December 17-18 at the Bible
College when all gifts will be tabulated to
pay off the $60,000 indebtedness owed on
the construction of the new building.

President L. C. Johnson has written 2500
pastors in the denomination, asking them to
lead their churches in one large united drive
to make the Bible College debt-free.
Churches are asked to bring their offerings
and pledges to be paid within one year on
December 17 and 18 and celebrate together
the victory of raising the needed $60,000.

Although the campaign is little more than
a month old, a good number of pastors have
already written Dr. Johnson, pledging their
full cooperation. The president announced
that to raise the goal of $60,000 will be
the greatest victory celebration Free Will
Baptists have ever known. At 9 o’clock on
December 18 every person and church that
has made a gift to the improvement program
since July, 1956, will have his gift posted.
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Each pastor is asked to have his church
represented with as generous a gift as pos-
sible. Churches are asked to strive for a
gift equivalent to $1 for each member.

In 1956 the Bible College announced a
$200,000 improvement program to provide
additional space for an anticipated increase
in student enrolment. Improvement pro-
gram gifts during the past two years have
amounted to almost $40,000. The purchase
of the Dunbar building, the construction
of the student lounge-dining hall building
with furnishings and equipment, and pro-
motional expense have amounted to approxi-
mately $100,000. This leaves a balance of
$60,000 needed on the new building.

The first effort in the improvement pro-
gram was the purchase of the Dunbar prop-
erty, a ll-room two-story brick building
joining the college property at 3609 Rich-
land Avenue. This property was purchased
for $15,000 and provided dormitory space
for 16 to 18 boys, a student lounge, and a
faculty apartment.

In August 1957, construction was begun
on the first unit of the proposed building
program. This consisted of a 184-foot wing
addition to the auditorium to house a dining
hall and kitchen, student lounge, music
rooms, basement area for rest rooms,
storage, and heating plant, and provided an
18-foot extension to the auditorium.

Practical benefits realized in the use of the
new building are apparent all over the
campus. The old dining and cooking facili-
ties that were overtaxed to feed as many
as 100 three times a day are now replaced
by the new dining hall that has room to feed
200 at one sitting. At the present time about
115 eat breakfast and supper while from
130 to 140 eat lunch each day. During a
conference or on special occasions extra
equipment is brought in so as many as 200
can be served.

Another pressing need was solved by the
student lounge. Formerly the college had
no facilities to offer visitors and guests or
even the outside students during the day.
Outside accommodations had to be secured
for social activities. Now the school has a
pleasant lounge with attractive furniture for
the enjoyment of students and visitors.

A visit to the music department, located
backstage in the auditorium, places the
visitor into a hub of music activity. Voice
lessons will be going on in one studio while
a piano lesson is being given in another.
Four practice pianos will probably be in use
at the same time.

Another area that has benefited by the
new building is the college library. The
former social rooms, no longer needed with
the new student lounge available, are now
occupied by the library and provide addi-
tional space for students to study and furnish
more stack room for books.

The released space in Davidson Hall
formerly occupied by the old dining hall
now holds two classrooms a student activities
office, and offices for four teachers. The
school now uses six regular classrooms with
the auditorium being used only for chapel
and chorus classes. The total capacity of
the classrooms not counting the auditorium
is 220.

The dormitories this year hold the largest
number of inside students than any year
before. Richland Hall houses 41 young
women in addition to Mrs. J. E. Simpson,
dean of women, and three women faculty
and staff members. The three men’s dormi-
tories have 68 students, which places as
many students in each room as is desirable.
Dormitory accommodations for a few more
young men and women could be arranged,
but before a sharp increase in either takes
place more dormitory space will be neces-
sary.

This points out the necessity for the
second step in the improvement program—
the construction of the second building to
provide adequate classrooms for 300 stu-
dents, teachers’ offices, library, and admin-
istrative offices. The raising of the $60,000
to pay for the student lounge-dining hall
building will enable the school to start plans
for the second building.

When these two steps of the improvement
program are completed, the Bible College
will have facilities to accommodate 200
dormitory students and 100 outside students,
for a total capacity of 300 students.
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“Wow!! Who put hair oil in my bath
water?” cried a not generally so vociferous
student. With a worm chuckle deep inside
me I recall that a Christian education was
fun. Contrary to popular opinion, the school
was not overun with sober-sides, sour-pusses
or red-eyed cranks. It most certainly was
not a dull place to be. I found young peo-
ple enjoying life to the glory of God. The
happy social life made for well-adjusted
Christians.

Man is essentially a gregarious creature,
and in my life on a Christian campus many
warm friendships were made. Friendships
were hammered out of mutually-shared
problems, ideas, and arguments with college
roommates. This fellowship makes me ever
thankful for Christian roommates in school.
These contacts were fruitful in later life,
for when thrown together in the Lord’s work
they enabled us to work together, sympa-
thetically, understandingly, and effectively.
A Christian college dormitory is a good
place to learn to win friends and get along
with people which is so very important in
our contacts for Christ.

I appreciate very much the Christian
atmosphere of Christian training for life
service. The atmosphere in a secular college
dorm, with its poker games, beer parties, and
rough talk certainly makes it more difficult
for a man to kneel and pray and have his
personal devotions. The relation with God
through prayer, meditation, and the study of
His Word is vital to a victorious Christian
life, and it was this very part of my school
life that has meant much to me. To have
like-minded fellow students is wonderful.

Also the atmosphere in the classrooms is
different. To have professors who con-
tinually attack or flout the Christian tradi-
tion can be difficult to adjust to, to say the
least, and might even be deadly to the stu-
dent’s faith in Christ. To have had men
as teachers who were well aware of the

Mr. Cronk, who is a missionary in India, is an
alumnus of Free Will Baptist Bible College, gradu-
ating with the class of 1945,
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Life at a

Christian College

By Daniel R. Cronk

modern trends and thoughts of our day and
our world, and constructively sympathetic
with Christian thought is a cause for thanks-
giving.

“The frontier behind the forehead” is a
phrase I have read somewhere recently.
And of course Christian education is con-
cerned with the “grey matter” behind the
forehead and endeavors to challenge it. But
the problem is that there is more to man
than this, there is that other side of man
that equally needs developing. Some one
has recently said “our outer mechanical
progress is paving our road to hell with good
inventions.” It was refreshing to find the
faculty of our school concerned with “the
hidden man of the heart.” (1 Peter 3:4).

A Christian education is the preparation
of the whole man for a life of service. We
must develop our skills to make that con-
tribution, under the Kingship of Christ.
Whatever field we are led to choose, whether
office, industry, or full-time service in the
church, all are equally sacred in His sight,
and can be a means to glorify Him.

However, no matter in what field one
prepares himself, if he is a sincere Christian
he desires also to prepare himself to con-
tribute something to his church. Material
success seems somehow to have become the
accepted goal in life. Should we not have
an equal zeal to serve effectively in our
Church? 1 believe that there is no other
place that trains as well for an active church
life as a Christian college.

If you are considering going to college
I would challenge you with the words of
General Douglas MacArthur at the time of
the surrender of Japan— “The problem
basically is theological and involves a spirit-
ual recrudence and improvement of human
character that will synchronize with our
matchless advance in science . . .” These
words from a military man!

The need is greater than ever before, in
the face of overwhelming secularism and

rising communism, for each young man and

woman to be well-informed and grounded

in the Bible basis for his Christian life, hope,
and faith. And that he have a practical and
workable theology based on the Word of
God with which to face and meet the chal-
lenge of our times is imperative. The Bible
does contain the answer for our age, Christ
is the Lord of the ages, as well as of the
age. Our Christian institutions are peculiarly
fitted for this task.

Three verses in the Bible sum up what
a Christian education has meant to me
“. .. he gave some . . . teachers . . . for
the perfecting of the saints, ’til we all come
in the unity of the faith, and of the knowl-
edge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man,
unto the measure of the stature of the full-
ness of Christ” (Eph. 4:11-13). The phrase
“a perfect man” can be translated most of
the time in the New Testament as “a mature
man.” That is a strong picture of what a
Christian should be. A well-rounded, well-
adjusted individual, a mature man in Christ.
No longer a juvenile, ego-centric, but a
Christ-centered person. A man of God,
not of the weak, gregarious-back-to-God
movement felt in many areas of the U. S.
these days. A man who prays, not the pock-
et-size, canned devotion for a five-minutes-
with-God-before-rushing-to-work kind - of
prayer, but effectual and fervent prayer that
can move God.

A Christian college trains one physically
(in its broad connotation), mentally and
spiritually for the making of a well-rounded,
and mature Christian. If any one side of
man is neglected then that person will have
an unbalanced personality. A mature man
disciplines himself. - He practices sel-disci-
pline as well as the discipline of the society
in which he lives. Note what the Apostle
John says on this “If ye love me keep my
commandments” (John 14:15). “But who-
so keepeth his word, in him verily is the
love of God perfected” (1 John 2:5), In
Christian education, I received a disciplin-
ing of the mind, which education essentially
is. Alsp in my life en a Christian campus

{Continyed on page 13)
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officers and our students with their church
rolls. We believe that Mount Olive Junior
College is Christian in the same sense that a
local church is Christian. The skeletons in
the closets of many of our critics would
make the skeletons of Mount Olive Junior
College look angelic.

2. Mount Olive Junior College believes
that Christian education must be good edu-
cation. A college is basically an educational
institution and thus it must excel in educa-
tion. A Christian college, supported by
money dedicated to God, cannot afford to
be content with academic standards inferior
to those of non-Christian schools. Wind is
no substitute for rain.

A denomination which appreciates its
youth will seek to provide the educational
media through which its students can re-
ceive adequate preparation for honorable
vocations. The idea that the ministry is a
sacred vocation and other vocations are se-
cular is not Christian. It is not the voca-
tion that is sacred—it is the person who
enters it. Preaching is not Christian unless
the preacher is Christian; garbage collect-
ing is Christian if the collector is Chris-
tian. We conclude that a denomination
has an educational obligation to all of its
youth and not simply to those who may
enter certain select flelds of work.

When a student turns to a college of his
denomination for an education, he has a
right to expect the best educational op-
portunities possible. A student who wishes to
attend a college of his own denomination
should not feel that he is sacrificing the
quality of his education in so doing.

In keeping with this conviction, Mount
Olive Junior College has constantly been
working toward accreditation. Last No-
vember the college was approved by the
North Carolina College Conference and the
State Department of Education and formal
accreditation is expected this fall. The col-
lege is also currently working toward re-
gional accreditation with the Southern As-
sociation of Colleges and Secondary Schools,
and has had a preliminary visit from the
executive secretary of the Association. At
the time of this writing, plans are being
made for a visit by a junior college special-
ist from the University of Texas who is
expected to be on our campus before the
October issue of Contact is released.

Accreditation is essential for Mount Olive
Junior College to accomplish its objectives
because our students in general seek to
further their education in senior colleges.
Furthermore, the 1958 session of the North
Carolina State Convention unanimously ap-
proved a recommendation “that, as an act
of Christian brotherhood, the Convention go
on record as offering the educational serv-
ices of Mount Olive Junior College to Free
Will Baptists everywhere.” As more students
from outside North Carolina attend Mount
Olive Junior College, it is mandatory that
they have the assurance that credits earned

(Continued on page 13)
OCTOBER, 1958

Examining some recent additions to the library are Rev. J. C. Moye (seate.d), t.vho
has endowed the library; President Raper, Mrs. Mildred S. Councill, librarian,
und Mrs. Moye. The library has more than 5,000 approved and catalogued volumes.

Courses in natural sciences at Mount Olive Junior College include biology, zoology,
and chemistry. Through the generosity of a local physician, Dr. €. C. Henderson,
the science laboratory has apparatus valued at approximately $10,000.

A small college affords a close relationship between students and factulty. Ai
a reception in the home of President Raper (fourth from left) are (to president’s
left) William Tilly, Goldsboro; Keith -Pittman; Lucama; Judy Foreman, Washington.
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uates, who are called into the ministry and
aother forms of religious work late in life,
or who, because of family responsibilities
or for other reasons, are unable to pursue
regular college work and training of today.
Thus no minimum of previous education is
required for entering this Bible Institute.

The objective of the Bible Institute
primarily is to train and educate men and
women, boys and girls for the rendering of
a better service to the Lord Jesus Christ as
pastors, evangelists, missionaries, teachers,
and Christian workers. It is:
Vocational-—To equip young men in so
far as it is possible on the human level for
an effective service and witness in the gos-
pel ministry.

Religious—To bring them each week into
a fresh experience of grace, and into a
oneness with the mind and purpose of
Christ.

Cultural—To bring them in contact with
the great minds and personalities of the
past and to acquaint them with all that is
good and useful in helping others to find
the better way of life.

We stand in need of a trained leadership.
We are presenting the idea that a trained
ministry is necessary. The need is felt more
and more as the world grows more com-
plex. We therefore propose that cvery de-
vice of education be used to convince our
people of the importance of a trained lead-
ership—vessels of honor prepared for the
Master’s use. We must enhance the idea
that in our modern, stressful age other fields
have far outshined the church in trained
leadership. Doctors and lawyers must have
high degrees before they can obtain license.
Teachers who train our children arc re-
quired to have college studies. How much
more important is the “Father’s business.”

How much better should ministers be trained
who deal with and discipline the souls of
men!

In the Great Commission, special empha-
sis is given to “teach or teaching” which in-
volves the church in obligation to make
Christian education an integral part of its
program. The church is not only under obli-
gation in charity to the needy, but its call-
ing is more than caring for the needy. The
church must make such provisions to help
people to prepare to use their time, means,
and talent effectively and productively. The
perils and the opportunities of the present
challenge us more insistently than the heri-
tage of yesterday.

We live in the age of moral confusion.
Materialism and Communism defy the
Christian concept of God and man. A wit-
nessing, evangelizing, gospelizing Church is
God’s norm. An evangelistic passion and
evangelism continue to be the great business
of the church. Realizing that evangelism is
an integral part of the church, the Piedmont
Bible Institute attempts to fan such fires in
giving the students training in practical
and theoretical phases of this important
area.

The first Sunday in October has been de-
signated as the time to present the cause
of the Piedmont Bible Institute to the
churches of this area of the Carolinas. This
objective is to seck to get the Bible Insti-
tute to occupy a pivotal position in the to-
tal program of the Church. Each pastor
should preach a sermon on the importance
of Christian Education. It is suggested that
cach church make this important emphasis
in whatever way seems Dbest in a given sit-
uation, but make the emphasis.

Let all give emphasis that we want to
make a vital contribution in helping the

The faculty and student body of Piedmont Bible Institute gather for a picture under

« picture of the founder and president, Rev. Roy Rikard.

Mr. Rikard is at the

extreme right on the back row. Rev. Ralph Staten, dean, is at center on second row.
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churches to put the kingdom of God first
in training and service to our homes and
communities. Let us not underestimate our
possibilities and potentialities.

Our Exhortation

Let the Bible speak as an authority on
the matter of Christian education. “My
people are destroyed for lack of knowledge:
because thou has rejected knowledge, I will
also reject thee . . . .” (Hosea 4:6).

“These things command and teach . . .
Till I come, give attendance to reading, to
exhortation, to doctrine (teaching) .
Take heed unto thyself, and unto the doc-
trine (teaching); continue in them: for in
doing this thou shalt both save thyself,
and them that hear thee.” (1 Tim. 4:11, 13,
16).

“But continue in the things which thou
hast learned and hast been assured of, know-
ing of whom thou hast learned them . . .
That the man of God may be perfect, thor-
oughly furnished unto all kood works.” (2
Tim. 3:14, 17). The office of a bishop
(elder, pastor or preacher) is called a
“good work” (1 Tim. 3:1; Titus 1:5-7).

“Study to show thyself approved unto
God, a workman that needeth not to be
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth,”
(2 Tim. 2:15).

The Great Commission (Matt. 28:19-20)
that the Lord gave the church when He
said: “Go ye therefore, and teach all na-
tions. . .Teaching them to observe all things
whatsoever I have commanded you. . .,”
carries strong emphasis to a program of
Christian education. It is so strong that it
is implied that Christ will not always be
with the Church which fails Him in a
trained ministry in the propagation of His
gospel.

The word “teach or teaching” implies a
“teacher”, a teacher implies “pupils” and
this implies, in total, a “Bible School.” To
“make disciples” implies learners, pupils,
students, or scholars. In the Great Com-
mission we have these divine orders. What
are we doing about it? The Teacher of
teachers said: “If you love me, keep my
commandments.”

Our Apprecation
Roy Rikard, president of the Piedmont
Bible Institute of Free Will Baptists, is to
be commended for his outstanding leader-
ship in the promotion of the building of
this structure and will be long remembered
by his church and the Piedmont Associa-
tion for the accumulation of a long list of
accomplishments. In recognition of his
sterling character, ripe Christian exper-
ience, fruitful ministry and long years of
outstanding leadership of this area in the
cause of the Lord, he is due much honor.
His contribution to this cause in Christian
education has made some significant ad-
vances for the Piedmont Association. His
philosophy of education is a belief in the
effectiveness of the small Christian Bible

(Continued on page 13)
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aded a project of securing supporters
i thi church for Mrs. Lucy Wisehart
{_lin's missionary support. The amount
il i will be apart from the regular co-
sperntive giving of the church. The project
wias undertaken when information was ob-
tained from the foreign mission office that
her account does not have enough sup-
porters to underwrite the rent, insurance,
cte.

Bryan, Texas—Mrs. Gaston Clary, Hen-
derson, was elected president when the
Texas state convention met here recently.
Other officers are Mrs. Martha Rice, vice-
president; Mrs. H. Ray Berry, secretary;
Mrs. Styrnes, study course chairman; Mrs.
Dale Burden, stewardship-prayer chairman;
Mrs. E. M. Lewis, youth chairman; Mrs.
Bill Berry, personal service chairman. Mrs.
Everett Hellard installed the officers.

Nashville, Tenn.—Trinity church auxil-
iary reports they will “designate each month
a certain foreign mission field and do some-
thing special for the missionaries on that
field.” The treasurer’s yearly report revealed
a total giving of over $600 by the members.
They have received 29 new members dur-
ing the year and have 56 members giving to
missions and 12 new tithers.

Weleetka, Okla.—The Progressive district
convention met here July 29. The theme of
the program was “Being Busy Doing God’s
Business.” Mrs. R. B. Tipton was eclected
president and Mrs. Lonnie DaVoult was
elected secretary. Mrs. Mary Summer con-
ducted the installation service.

Piedmont Bible

(Continued from page 10)
Institute. He also believes such schools can
render invaluable service to our brotherhood
and the cause in general.

The faculty, as pastors and Christian
workers, deserves much credit for not only
existence of the Bible Institute, but for the
promotion and progress. Some of our pas-
tors are to be commended for their devo-
tion, faith, and zeal. These exponents of
Christian education have been sacrificing
and laboring diligently in the effort to give
progress and growth to the Bible school.
They desperately need the prayers, moral
support, and financial assistance of all of
us. We can take heart and thank God for
the progress that has been made under their
leadership through their spirit of sacrifice
and unselfishness.

We are also grateful for the love and
prayers of our church people, their means
provided for their pastors and Christian
workers to attend.

We are grateful to those who have pro-
vided the funds for the construction of the
buildings to house the facilities of the Bible
Institute.

Let us remember it is a Free Will Baptist
Institute set up to meet an emergency and
need.
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Mount Olive Junior College

here will be honored back home in the
college or. university of their choice. Thus
far, our students have been fully accepted
and have maintained good scholastic rat-
ings after transferring.

Christian education can be good educa-
tion.

3. A church-supported college must be
loyal to the denomination that gives it life.
After all, a denomination supports a col-
lege because it has a heritage it wishes to
preserve and pass on to future generations.

The theological position of Mount Olive
Junior College is our denominational treatise
which has been approved by the North
Carolina State Convention. In all matters
of Christian doctrine and church polity,
the faculty and administration accept and
perform their duties in harmony with the
treatise. Naturally, this position means that
we accept the Bible as the inspired Word
of God and the interpretation of the Bible
as given in the treatise.

At the same time, Mount Olive Junior
College cheerfully admits students of other
denominations  without  discrimination.
Through the years, Free Will Baptist stu-
dents have enjoyed the privilege of obtain-
ing an education in the colleges of our sister
churches, and now that we are developing
our own educational program it would be
most unChristian for us to close our doors
to all except our own. We are happy that
every major denomination in eastern North
Carolina is represented at Mount Olive
Junior College.

We believe that we can best serve our
own people without becoming sectarian.

4. Mount Olive Junior College believes
that every person capable of benefiting
from a college education should have that
privilege. Many of our most promising
young people came from homes with finan-
cial resources so limited that education be-
yond high school poses an almost impossible
economic barrier. The spirit of Jesus Christ

Christian College

(Continued from page §)

these was the social side, a disciplining of
my personal life, and there was the Bible
study, prayer and witnessing which were the
disciplines of my spiritual life.

Yes, one of the precious gifts of God to
me has been a Christian education. I close
with a challenge, I believe met in our Chris-
tian schools, which is again a quote from
a military man. “The world has achieved
brillance without wisdom, power without
conscience. Ours is a world of nuclear giants
and ethical infants. We know more about
war than we do about peace, more about
killing than we know about living.”

(Continued from page 7)

demands that a Christian college be vitally
concerned at this point.

Mount Olive Junior College has ap-
proached this problem of aid to worthy and
needy students through student loans, work
and academic scholarships. Last year one-
half of our students received financial aid in
some form. The college has nine education
loan funds from which deserving students
may borrow, with proper endorsement,
without interest during the time they are
in college.

Students preparing for the ministry and
who meet certain qualifications are cur-
rently given special scholarships worth $125
per year; next year the Board of Directors
has authorized that these scholarships be in-
creased to approximately $250, or the en-
tire cost of tuition.

A Look Ahead

Mount Olive Junior College desires to
make the greatest contribution possible to
the cause of Christian higher education
among Free Will Baptists. We are con-
cerned about the fact that ninety per cent
of Free Will Baptist students who go to col-
lege go outside their denomination for their
education.

The Board of Directors of the college is
being enlarged to include persons from out-
side North Carolina. Already elected to the
Board are the Reverend Daniel F. Pelt,
president of the Florida State Association
and the Reverend Fred S. Powers, modera-
tor of the South Carolina Conference. Rep-
resentatives from other states will be added
later.

The curricula of the college are being
studied with a view of increasing our offer-
ings. It is our desire to offer basic education
for our students that will lead toward prep-
aration in any honorable vocation.

The college has purchased fifty acres of
land near our present location for future
growth and expansion, and a master plan
has been drawn for the development of the
new campus.

A campaign to raise $50,000 in operating
funds is currently underway, and if this
drive is successful another campaign will
follow in the spring for building funds.

We believe that Mount Olive Junior
College has been called into existence by
God for the purpose of helping to meet the
need for Christian higher education in the
Free Will Baptist denomination. We call
upon our people everywhere to give Mount
Olive Junior College their prayerful, moral,
and financial support. We believe we have
a college that is worthy of your sons and
daughters,

By the grace of God, we hope through
Mount Olive Junior College to pass on to
our children the faith and heritage of our
fathers.
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personally . . .

New Interest in Education

Because of a new awakening in the ne-
cessity of education among Free Will Bap-
tists, we feel this special Christian Educa-
tion issue of Contact will help us see what
we have done thus far and challenge us to-
ward future planning. Three institutions are
reported in this issue. Material on a fourth
—the West Coast Bible Institute—sponsored
by the California state convention was not
available. This institute operates in the
Sherwood Forest church, El Sobrante, Calif.,
and is meeting a need in that area.

We insist that four is not enough! There
are those who say that we cannot afford
more. We insist that we cannot afford not
to have more when we realize that 90 per
cent of our Free Will Baptist young people
who want a higher education must seek it
outside a denominational institution. We
need more institutions of higher learning—
liberal arts colleges, Bible institutes, a sem-
inary—to meet the need of every young
person who desires an education in a Chris-
tian college.

These new institutions must be care-
fully planned, strategically located, ade-
quately financed. There is some difference
of opinion as to whether they should be
the enterprises of the National Association
or the various states. This is relatively un-
important. Whoever does it, they should be
so planned and designed in every aspect
that we will realize the greatest dividends
from our educational dollars. They should
not spring up overnight like mushrooms
only to wither the next day because we
failed to count the cost.

But if someone doesn’t plan for five, ten,
and twenty-five years from now, will we be
any nearer to them than we are today?
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OUR READERS WRITE

Dear Editor:

Your letter and copy of Contact were duly received. Thanks greatly for both. I went
out to India as a missionary under the Free Will Baptist Board and served for 26 years.
When the Free Will Baptists and the “Regular” Baptists united in the conduct of their
home and foreign mission work, I continued my work in the mission field under the
new regime.

My membership was originally in Nebraska, but since the merger I have continued
with the united churches. Rev. John H. Wolfe was a lifelong friend and through him I
had kept informed regarding the Free Will Baptist movement as it has developed. While
loyal to the united church, I have never lost my interest in the work of the churches
that did not and, in fact, could not have entered into the union.

I have made several trips by car to Florida and as far west as Nevada. I was very
happy to note the number of churches along the highways labeled “Free Will Baptist.”
My father and mother were charter members of four Free Will Baptist churches in
Illinois, Jowa and Nebraska., I am now 88 years old, retired and have given up preach-
ing for the most part, but I do not turn down any opportunity to speak on India and
missions.

1 am happy to subscribe to Confact, especially as my friend and one-time pastor,
Rev. John H. Wolfe, has passed on to that “better country that is heavenly” and I have
had no connecting link to take his place. I cherish the hope that sometime I may have
the opportunity to become better acquainted with you and the Frec Will Baptist work.

Howard R. Murphy
Lewisburg, Pa.

OcTOBER, 1958

The Living Scriptures by Jack Hamm
The Great Cycles of Life
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