





























message and he even put the same emphasis
and expression as Brother Timyan. It was
a real thrill to observe this service and to
study the faces in the large audience as
the most of these people were hearing a
gospel message for the very first time.

As soon as the sermon was ended the
«chief of the local village (Doropo) came
to us and insisted that we stay. He offered
to give us land for a mission station and
promised full cooperation if we would only
send a resident missionary to live among
and teach his people. He told us that
several years ago the Catholics had promised
to send them a missionary, but as yet they
had not arrived. We went with this chief
and his secretary to a lovely spot just out-
side the village, and the chief pointed out
the land which would be given us (see
cover picture). The land is waiting and so
are the people—forty thousand of them in
the Bouna subdivision alone!

The second incident occurred when Lon-
nie Sparks and I made a trip into an area
of the circle that had not been visited
before. The area lies north and west of
Bondoukou and stretches about 75 miles
north and approximately 100 miles west.
The only road we had to follow was a very
dim trail used mainly during the dry season.
Already the rains had begun to fall. We
made the trip in the Volkswagon, and were
very glad to take an African Christian who
is a member of our church in Goumere
along with us. Several times we had to
guide the driver of the car to make sure
he kept the wheels on the logs which were
thrown lengthwise across the streams for
bridges.

After passing through several villages
we suddenly came to a large clearing and
almost as far as we could see, there were
African huts. It was the largest village 1
saw while in Africa. The trail led us
around the outer edge of the village, thus
giving an opportunity to see the size of
the community. Finally we came to a
stop, and very soon we were surrounded
by dozens of nude African children who
looked us over very carefully. We asked
one of the larger boys to take us to see
the chief. He immediately led us through
the village, passing hut after hut and as
we went, we observed the many strange
ways of life among these people.

Finally, we arrived at a place near the
center of the village, where an elevated
platform had been built of mud, over
which was a thatched roof. They invited
us to sit in the skin bottom chairs and off
went a runner to bring the chief. As
soon as the chief arrived and took his
place in the center, he motioned for one
of the boys to beat the drum.

The little boy seemed delighted, as he
beat the well-worn drum (an animal skin
giretched over a hollow log). Very soon
there were approximately three hundred
eager black faces gathered around us anx-
iously waiting to hear what the white man
might have to say. After the formal greet-
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ings with the chief were over, Brother
Sparks began to preach. Our African
Christian interpreted for Lonnie, thus the
people understood clearly. Once again the
simple gospel message was given to a
people for the very first time.

It was a thrill to watch their faces as
the truths of God’s Word were driven into
their hearts. After the message the chief
told us that no one had ever told them this
message before. He said, “The elders of the
village are out in the fields at work. Will
you please stay and let me send for them
that they may hear also. I’'m sure they will
want you to stay and teach us more.” Of
course we could not stay then, but had
to move on. On that day alone we passed
through (26) villages whose people are
waiting for someone to bring them the light.

When we realize that we are the only
Protestant voice in this whole section, popu-
lated with over 200,000 people, then we
begin to feel our responsibility. Also, when
we consider that we are a new mission, and
coming in with inexperienced missionaries,
we again realize just how much we must
depend upon the Lord. We must trust
him to direct us each step of the way.

Already two land grants have been given
upon which to build stations, and soon
an application will be made for the third
site. Each station, when completed, will
consist of two residences for missionaries,
a dispensary building, classrooms, quarters
for African help and necessary out buildings.

The first station will begin at Goumere,
and the next one will be built at Koun.
Actually, if the Lord provides the funds
these stations could be built simultaneously,
Mr. and Mrs. Sparks will occupy the first
residence at Goumere, and the Merkh
family will reside in the first house at
Koun. These two stations will be about
42 miles apart and each will be responsible
for approximately 40 to 50 thousand people.

We also proposed to build at least one
station in the northern part of the circle
in the Bouna subdivision where there are
40 thousand people and not one Protestant
church. A large plot of land was offered
to us at the large center of Doropo in the
heart of Lobi country. Then we definitely
need a station in the western part of the
circle to minister to the large tribe of
Kulangos.

On one of these stations we would need
to build a hospital to serve as medical
center, with a dispensary and a nurse on
each of the others. Just where to place
this hospital and how to staff it is a matter
of definite prayer. We also believe that
just as soon as possible we should provide
at least a primary school in connection with
each station and Bible schools for the
training of African Christians,

Even though the field is ours and we
have outlined our strategy, it remains to be
seen just how much we will accomplish in
taking the gospel light to Africa.

Rev. and Mrs. Daniel Merkh stand with their children in front of the church at Koun
in French West Africa. The church is constructed of mud and was built by the natives.
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Arkansas Leaders Set
State Conference

LITTLE ROCK, Ark.—The second ses-
sion of the newly-organized Arkansas min-
isters and deacons conference will meet
February 27-28 at the First church in North
Little Rock. The conference was organized
in November at Searcy with a good number
attending. Rev. Bob King, Star City, was
elected president and Deacon Millard Wil-
liams, Strawberry, is secretary.

North Fresno Church
Has Youth Revival

FRESNO, Calif—The North Fresno
church had a youth revival the week of Jan-
uary 4 with Rev. Teddy Wilbanks as the
evangelist. The young evangelist is a mem-
ber of the local congregation. The meeting
was held the week before the evangelist was
scheduled to leave to enroll at the Free Will
Baptist Bible College.

Civic Club Gives
To College Library

MOUNT OLIVE, N. C.—The Mount
Olive Junior College library received a
Christmas gift from the local Rotary Club.
Rather than draw names and exchange gifts
as previously planned, members of the club
voted to each bring a contribution to the
library fund of the college.

For the third consecutive year the college
faculty voted to give $5 each for the pur-
chase of a new library book rather than ex-
change gifts. The library has been built to
5,500 volumes since 1954 and is seeking to
boost its library holdings to 6,000 in order
to meet the standards for accreditation by
the Southern Association of Colleges and
Secondary Schools.

Arkansas Church Has
Watch Night Service

SEARCY, Ark.—A Watch Night service
was held at the First church here with a
number of visiting speakers. On the pro-
gram were the following ministers: W. H.
Bostic, Clarence Campbell, Norman Rich-
ards, Marion Pettus, and the pastor, Lawnie
Coffman. The service closed at 12:15 a.m.
with about 50 people at the altar in a dedi-
cation service.

Two Churches Organized
In South Kentucky

OWENSBORO, Ky.—December 14 was
a great day for Free Will Baptist people in
two Kentucky communities. On this date
churches were organized at Fordsville and
Owensboro. The first was named Easton
church and was organized with 26 members.
The group has a block building which is free
of debt and the pastor is Rev. Edward T.
Callaway.
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At Owensboro, Rev. A. B. Troutman was
called to pastor the congregation which had
18 charter members. They have a building
fund of $1,170 and will soon begin their
building. Presently they are meeting at 831
Hall Street. Ministers from the Cumberland
association who assisted in the organiza-

tions were Bayless McDonald, Raymond
Riggs and Charles Jinette.

Victory Celebration
Produces $17,000

NASHVILLE, Tenn.—Improvement pro-
gram gifts reported and received on Victory
Day, December 18, for Free Will Baptist
Bible College, totaled approximately $17,-
000, and pledges to be paid within one year
raised the total to more than $26,000. A
goal of $60,000 was sought to pay off the
indebtedness owed on the new student
lounge-dining hall building. The celebration
was attended by the student body, faculty,
and more than 100 guests.

Dr. L. C. Johnson, college president, ex-
pressed appreciation for the gifts already
made and said that the campaign would stay
open so additional gifts may be counted.
Churches are encouraged to send late gifts
as soon as possible and individuals are asked
to use the purple envelope mailed them re-
cently and send a personal gift for the Vie-
tory campaign.

At the December 18 service, Dr. John-
son recognized every gift of $50 or more to
the Improvement Program since July 1956.
A list of all donors of whatever size gift
was presented on a bulletin board. Dr. John-
son explained to the audience that from
August 1, 1958 all gifts to the Improve-
ment Program were credited to the $60,000
debt retirement drive. The totals from each
state were posted on a blackboard and ad-
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will receive duplicate copies.

Do it now!

NAME

SUBSCRIPTION BLANK

You can get CONTACT every month!

This special Missions Issue is being sent to our entire mailing list of over 15,000 people
by the Foreign and Home Mission Boards, Many of you already subscribe to CoNTacT and
Please pass the extra one on to a {riend.
regular subscriber, you should become one and get this important magazine every month.
This coupon with your name and address with $1.25 will give you a full year’s subscription,

[] Enclosed is $1.25 for a year’s subscription to CONTACT.
[0 Send money-saving information on the “BEvery Family Plan.”

TERRY SHUTES

Kenneth Terry Shutes, 10-year-old son |
of Rev. and Mrs. K. V. Shutes, died De- |
cember 23 of leukemia following a four §
months illness. Funeral services were }
held December 26 at the First Free Will
Baptist church, Thomaston, Ga., where }
his father is the pastor. Officiating were |
Rev. T. O. Terry and Rev. S. T. Shutes. }
Interment was in Floral Memory Garden |
Cemetery, Albany, Ga. '

Surviving besides his parents are two |
sisters, Mrs. Alvin Kate Harvey and |
Deborah Shutes. In lieu of flowers the |
family requested that friends send con-
tributions which would be equally divided §
among the Alabama children’s home,
Free Will Baptist Bible College and home |
and foreign missions. ;

ditional donations at the service were added
to the total. The following totals from each
state were recognized.

Alabama ...$ 606.36 New Mexico ... $ 13.00
Arkansas ... 261.00 North Carolina .. 2,767.5%
Arizona .. 15,00 Ohio oo 904.00
Florida 421.66 Oklahoma ... 306.00
Georgia 1,205.87 South Carolina .. 640.1%
1Hinois 271.68 Tennessee ... 3,759.64
Indiana 5.00 Texas oo 732.00
Kansas oo 15.00 Virginia oeee. 130.10
K. X West Virginia ... 31.84
¢ California oo 170.69
Students and
Faculty . - 1,733.47

5ifts to the lmprovement Program since
July 1956 through July 31, 1958, have
totaled $40,308.40. An additional $60,000
in gifts has been needed to pay for the first
step in the Improvement Program totaling
$100,000. This includes the purchase of the
Dunbar building in 1956 and the construc-
tion of the student lounge-dining hall build-
ing last year.

Pastoral Changes
W. T. Turnbough from Bear
church, Sesser, Ill., to Leadington, Mo.
R. O. O’Dell to First church, Fort Worth,
Texas.
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Mail to: CONTACT, 3801 Richland Ave., Nashville 5, Tenn.
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Foreign Missions Financial Report—1958

OVER UNDER
STATE QUOTA PAID QUOTA QUOTA
Alabama $ 4,500.00 $ 3,632.76 $ 867.24
Arizona 300.00 153.49 146.51
Arkansas 4,500.00 3,854.56 645.44
California 4,200.00 3,098.74 1,101.26
- Florida 3,000.00 2,500.55 499.45
Shutes Express Thanks Georgia 5,000.00 7,065.66 2,065.66
R TP Illinois 5,500.00 5,453.15 46.85
Dear Editor: . ,  Kentucky 3.500.00 3.015.95 484.05
We want to say “Thank you so much Maine 300.00 147.00 153.00
to every friend who has sent mail to us for Michigan 20,000.00 16,424.19 3,575.81
the past four months. We could not possibly Mississippi 13,000-00 2,496-22 503.94
keep up with the correspondence since our ~ Nussourl 2,000.00 9,959. 2,040.23
X . . New Mexico 300.00 362.78 62.78
little boy was in the hosp1ta1 so much of the North Carolina 30,000.00 36,926.50 6,926.50
time. This has been the hardest thing we Ohio 5,100.00 4,613.71 486.29
have ever been called on to bear, but Oklahoma 7,800.00 8,664.00 864.00
when the doctors told us Terry had acute South Carolina 6,500.00 8,790.08 2,290.08
. . . . Tennessee 12,000.00 10,501.83 1,498.17
le}lkemla, we laid him on the altar and said Texas 5.500.00 4.937.76 562.24
with Job, “The Lord giveth and the Lord Virginia 6,000.00 6,458.45 458.45
taketh away.” West Virginia 4,500.00 2,263.67 2,236.33
We also want to thank those who have Miscellaneous 9,715.00 2,661.44 7,053.56
divided their means with us. If it had not $153.215 $143,982.10 $12,667.47 $21,900.37
been that we knew thousands of our people Cash in Bank 1 L 1958 .
: ) ash in Ban anuary I, 27,572.65
were praying for us, I don’t know what we  ror "' RECRIPTS FOR THE YEAR 1958 148,003.90
would have done.
Rev. and Mrs. K. V. Shutes $ 175.576.55
Thomaston, Georgia DISBURSEMENTS FOR 1958
Foreign Missions Office & Mailing
Raises Question AFrica e $30,365.79 Supplies oo 765.85
Dear Editor: Cuba _. . 40,474.55 Postage ... . 2,167.81
. . . India - - 23,075.98 EFMA., . 157.50
In the November issue a brief article Japan ... . 15,302.98 Printing & Stationery._  5,427.89
stated that the Episcopal bishops had ap- gou;h America . - 8’28%'(3)(1) 118.124.61 Utilities ... . 69320
proved social drinking. Our own position L : P ISV(I’F’alHS“umY 12‘;‘91-%% 2512611
. T scellaneous ... ,694. ,126.
was not statqd and the question was .1als§d Reparation & Reserve Expense 600.00 x ;ctC;anIele us - LTl sl
to me about it. I know our stand against it, Travel & Promotion ’ ST
but thought it might should be cleared up ,]?Oardl l\éembefs Cash in Bank Dec. 31, 1958 $ 21,979.73
for others. (Editor’s note: Thank you. The favel EXPENSe ... -8 966.43
N N Itinerary Expense . 1,919.19
story did not mean to imply endorsement of Station Wagon 2,652.93
the action.) Promotional Secretary ...  113.21 s
Richard R. qudell Films & Supplies............. _~272'39 5,924.15 ROB“:_MS' ANSWERE
Anderson, Indiana Administrative Expense . Clyde M: Narramore.;
. . Salaries $12,245.35
Orders More Direciories Tracts & Books . 356.72 l.lFE AND I.OVE
Dear Editor: %%ie;i’;‘fm‘ituo S 128(7{38 A Christian View
Rush ten more directories—the first ten = T DR 90,000 cotor o 1o print
are sold. Urge churches to place them in F:;th‘;e“u"dzr:eé:’;:w‘;:lg
the public libraries of their towns. They will Hlustrated,  Paper, $175
make room for them if a church will furnish Cloth, $2.50
a copy. HOW TO UNDERSTAND
John B. Elliston C ONTACT AND INFLUENCE CHILOREN
. ages five e8g
Nogales, Arizona Practical answers to everyday problems
OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OR THE for teachers and parents. Illu;trmed.SI s
Response Is Good . I L) il
oapanee National Association of i
; . . PINESS? R
I would like to take this meauns to thank Fr WI" H el
all the ministers who have written in re- . ee' _ . BGPTISTS OTH'ASP::::SS
sponse to our plea for a pastor. We have Single _S“'I’S” iption Price .. 5{ 25 per year T P:yﬂolagy for tivirg o B
received letters from men all over the Subscriptions through the Family bv CLYDE M, NARRAMORE
country and since I do not have time to plan e §1.00 per year hologh
\ Address all correspondence and subscrip- A Ch’i“‘.“‘l peye °1°5'f8
answer ‘each one o_f them right away, I hope tions to W. S. Mooneyham, Editor, 3801 gives practical peinters fo
they will regd this ar}d know that I'w111 Richland Avenue, Nashville 5, Tennessee. Some chater ttles:
have a letter in the mail as soon as possible. Member of Evangelical Press Association. @ i Fene Y
We have already called a pastor. He is Issued monthly under the direction of the ® Faith That Endures o 1, @5 a5
: i i oL d Affectt . 32,
Rev. Burton Hughes, formerly of Midland, Executive committee of the General Board. ove and AReeT%  Paper, $1.95
Tex: God is blessi hurch Members are Charles A. Thigpen, Billy
cxas. God 1s blessing our church. Melvin, Dean Moore, M. L. Johnson, Wade . .
Mrs. Howard C. Gilchrest, Clerk Jernigan, Robert Hill, James F, Miller. Free Will Baptist Book Store
First Free Will Baptist church Vol. 6 January, 1959 No. 3 3801' Richland Ave,
El Paso, Texas Nashville 5, Tennessee
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