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PUBLIC RELATIONS, the Twentieth
Century techniques of conveying an institu-
tion’s story to the masses, is becoming more
prominent in the thinking of ministers and
church agencies across the country.

The stigma long attached to the church’s
use of present-day methods in reaching peo-
ple with the Gospel is being eclipsed by a
new sense of urgency in telling multitudes
who have never heard that Christ died for
their sins.

An estimated [,000 specialists, many of
them former newspaper or broadcasting pro-
fessionals, now are employed by religious
agencies in relaying information regarding
the work of the church to press, radio and
television outlets. Overall church budgets
for the work total more than $1,000,000,
not counting larger sums used for produc-
tion of religious television and radio shows,
as distinguished from the ordinary me-
chanics of channeling news to the mass
media.

Free Will Baptists leave public relations
activities in the hands of the individual
minister or agency. Yet, without an or-
ganized public relations program on a de-
nominational level, the local church can ac-
complish many of the same objectives
through a better understanding of the prob-
lems and basic factors involved in utilizing
the means of mass news media to convey the
church’s message to the world.

The most valuable means available to the
small-budget church today is the newspaper.
Yet, it is the most neglected and misused
of the mass media three—press, radio and
television. This is largerly due to miscon-
ceptions in the mind of the minister re-
garding the editor and his responsibilities
and vice versa.

The average American newsman is &
reasonably intelligent and competent public
servant whose chief motive is a pure desire
to promote the general welfare of society.
He feels his responsibility to the public
keenly and knows that he must keep his
readers informed of events with which they
are concerned. Further, he is aware that
he must give the reader what he will read.

Pressures on the religious news editor
are great. Every John Doe, whether de-
serving or not, is constantly clamouring for
recognition. The editor faces a mountain of
material daily and mmust select from this
those items which he feels are legitimate
and that the public will read, as: well as
items which vitally concern his general
reader audience.

Religion to the newsman is an abstrac-
tion. Religious writing in general is a mat-
ter of discerning trends and explaining
movements, of dealing with philosophical
concepts. Most Americans are not especially
interested in such concepts. Members of the
Central Church of Podunk, Massachusetts,
for example, are all interested in the travels

Jerry Ballard edited two weeklies for two years
followed by two years as farm and feature editor
for an eastern North Carolina daily. He left the
news field to return to Columbia Bible College
where he graduated last May.
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Most Neglected and Misused

of the Mass Medias
Says This Writer

LET YOUR NEWSPAPER
WORK FOR YOU

BY JERRY BALLARD

of their minister, but the majority have no
inclination to give close reading to an
explanation of Barthian effects on orthodox
theology. This is not a desirable situation,
but it is the situation.

It must be remembered that the religious
news editor is not in his position because he
is religious, but because he is an editor.
There are few born-again spiritually discern-
ing religious newsmen in the secular world.
Articles expected to be published by the
secular press are not evaluated on the basis
of the fervency or meaning of the message,
but on the article’s intrinsic journalistic
qualities.

Today’s complexity of denominational
structure in the United States serves to
further complicate the cditor’s picture. He
is naturally inclined to give greater con-
sideration to the older, larger denomina-
tions since his obligation is to feed the
interests of the majority of readers. Yet,
he is aware that subscriptions are sold in-
dividually rather than in bulk. He must
also give consideration to items which con-
cern the smallest minority.

The problem becomes complicated by
the multiplicity of small denominations and
sects that make their appeal for news space.
The editor must decide on that which is
suitable in each given case. Sometimes he
solves the weekly announcement problem
with church calendar listing all churches in
the area with their weekly schedules. Yet,
special church news such as items regard-
ing special meetings, construction or un-
usual church activity must be evaluated on
the merits of the individual event alone.

To summarize, the minister desiring the
editor’s consideration of church news ma-
terial is plagued with three special prob-
lems: (1) the newsman’s lack of back-
ground; (2) the lack of interest in religious
news by the secular press; and (3) the
presence of propaganda as a handicap.
These same things are true in the radio and
television fields.

The editor must evaluate the news value
and reader attraction of a given news item

on the basis of his knowledge of the de-
nomination and the individual church. Thus,
it is important that the minister interested
in using the newspaper to convey the mes-
sage of his church to the public become
acquainted with the editor. This will take
time and tact, since newsmen have a natural
wariness of clergymen. It can be effective,
however, by a brief visit to the religious
editor leaving material, if available, regard-
ing the church’s history, organization, etc.
Don’t expect the editor to read this. He
probably will not have time. It will ac-
complish its purpose by giving him the
feeling that you are trying to help him
help you. Seeking the advice of the editor
on matters of news coverage could be used
to further acquaint him with the church and
its particular ministry. The minister should
make sure that his visits to the editor are

' brief and are during the editor’s slack hours

of the day, not 30 minutes before his dead-
line.

The second problem-—the belief of edi-
tors, publishers, radio station managers, and
syndicate owners that the public does not
care about church news as it does about
such other types as sports, crime, and
political—is the most perplexing. The ar-
ticle itself is the key. It must hold readily
apparent reader attraction that will convince
the editor of its usefulness by its own
merits. Occasional letters from various of-
ficers in the church thanking the editor for
his cooperation will help. Yet, the problem
will remain until editors are convinced that
the average reader is intensely interested
in the church and that the church is vital
to community welfare.

The third problem—distinguishing news
from propaganda and publicity—probably
is the most complex. The natural tendency
of the newsman is to view church news as
free publicity. He classifies the church with
other sociological agencies seeking some-
thing for nothing in order to promote their
particular interests.

Here, the manner in which an article is

(Continued on Page 9)
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ably its legislation—is a forerunner to the
Council which will be for the entire Church,
we can expect that the standards set forth
will be applied Churchwide.

This means that a Roman Catholic public
official and individual Roman Catholic voters
can in this day be under specific restric-
tions in thc area of political activities, not
based on antiquated decisions but on very
up-to-date ones.

Another modern situation was reported in
the February 29, 1960 issue of Life in an
article entitled, “Trujillo Takes on Tough
Foe.” For thirty years this dictator of the
Dominican Republic has led its three mil-
lion people from economic chaos to a rel-
atively high standard of living. But the
price to the Dominican people in the loss
of liberty and deprivation of individual
rights has been very high.

Because of this there have been several
attemps to assassinate Trujillo. He has
successfully put down every plot, but in
the last incident he made the mistake of
arresting many prominent Catholics, in-
cluding a young Catholic seminary student.
This violated the 1954 concordat with the
Vatican in which Trujillo agreed not to
arrest any clergy of the Catholic Church
without first notifying church authorities.

The Catholic bishops in the Dominican
Republic met and published a strong state-
ment warning Trujillo to stop violating the
rights of men. For thirty years the Catholic
Church had not bothered Trujillo in his
brutal actions, but things changed the mo-
ment he crossed the line into what the
Church considers its domain. The com-
ment in Life is that ¢ . . he will find it
impossible to pose before the people as a
friend of religion now that the Church has
turned its face against him.”

American Catholics Different?

But the question is raised concerning
the application of such incidents as these
to the American scene. Is not the American
Catholic different? Doesn’t the Roman
Catholic Church in America operate under
different principles? One would like to
think so, but the evidence does not bear it
out.

An encyclical letter by Pope Leo XIIL
issued in 1885 sets forth a “Christian Con-
sitution of States.”.. This letter is dealt
with at length in a book, Catholic Principles
of Politics, written and edited for the De-
partment of Social Action of the National
Catholic Welfare Council by John A. Ryan,
professor of Moral Theology at the Cath-
olic University of America and Francis J.
Beland, head of the Department of Politics
at Notre Dame University. They summarize
this letter as setting forth the following
goal for church-state relations:

. . The State should officially recognize the
Catholic religion as the religion of the Common-
wealth; accordingly, it should invite the blessing
and the ceremonial participation of the Church
for certain important public functions, as the
opening of legislative sessions, the erection of
public buildings, etc., and delegate its officials to
attend certain of the most important festival cele-
brations of the Church; it should recognize and
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sanction the laws of the Church; and it should
protect the rights of the Church, and the religious
as well as the other rights of the church mem-
bers.®

Relative to the rights of other religious
groups, particularly in the propagation of
their faith, this book says:

Since no rational end is promoted by
the dissemination of false doctrine, there
exists no right to indulge in this practice . ..

Superficial champions of religious liberty will
promptly and indignantly denounce the foregoing
propositions as the essence of intolerance. They
are intolerant, but they are not unreasonable.
Error has not the same right as truth. . . . As
we have already pointed out, the men who de-
fend the principle of toleration for all varieties of
religious opinion assume either that all religions
are equally true or that the true cannot be dis-
tinguished from the false. On no other ground
is it logically possible to accept the theory of indis-
criminate and universal toleration. . . .

To the objection that the foregoing argument can
be turned against Catholics by a non-Catholic
State, there are two replies, First, if such a State
should prohibit Catholic worship or preaching
on the plea that it was wrong or injurious to the
community, the assumption would be false; there-
fore, the two cases are not parallel. Secondly,
a Protestant State could not logically take such an
attitude because no Protestant sect claims to be
infallible. Besides the Protestant principle of pri-
vate judgment logically implies that Catholics may
be right in their religious convictions and that
they have a right to hold and preach them without
molestation.*

The foregoing is theory. How does it
work out in practical application in a
country like America? We cite three ex-
amples which clearly indicate that this
theory is applied wherever possible.

In The Moral Obligation of Catholic Civil
Judges,® the author, John Dennis Davis,
deals with the question of what a Catholic
judge should do with a Catholic layman
who has refused to pay his taxes for the
public schools. He describes such a tax as

“a penalty for exercising the Catholic divine .

constitutional right of being interested in
the spiritual development of the child.” If
a particular Catholic appears in court on a
charge of refusing to pay such a tax, “the
Catholic judge should do what he can to
show the law’s injustice and to avoid its
application.”

In Catholic Men for May 1958 (p. 17),
Father Francis J. Connell, regarded as a
preeminent Catholic theologian in the United
States, warns Catholic civil officials that
if they should dare to bring a priest to trial
without first getting permission from their
Church to do so, they would invite instant
excommunication. He does state that in
cases involving grave violations of «civil
law he is sure the Church would not with-
hold consent for civil trial, but the very
existence of such a privileged class “out-
side the law” is disturbing.

Pressure On Officials

The third example occurred 1956 when
the Archbishop of the New Orleans Diocese,
Joseph Francis Rummel, threatened in his
Arch-diocesan paper ‘“automatic excom-
munication” to members of the Louisiana

legislature if they should support compulsory
segregation laws applying to Catholic paro-
chial schools.® Without arguing the issues
involved, to be thus threatened means the
application of pressure on government of-
ficials that makes them unable to exercise
their free judgment in carrying out their
official duties. No such pressure can be
placed on Protestant and Jewish civil of-
ficials for the leaders of their religious
groups cannot enforce their will by the
threat of the loss of salvation.

How would this apply in the case of the
President of the United States? In the
March 3, 1959 issue of Look there appeared
an article about Senator John F. Kennedy.
Mr. Kennedy is quoted as saying, “What-
ever one’s religion in his private life may be,
for the officeholder, nothing takes preced-
ence over his oath to uphold the Constitu-
tion and all its parts—including the first
amendment and the strict separation of
church and state. Without reference to the
presidency, I believe as a senator that the
separation of church and state is funda-
mental to our American concept and herit-
age and should remain so.”

For this and other statements in which
he expressed his opposition to a U.S. ambas-
sador to the Vatican and federal aid to
parochial and private schools, Kennedy
received some adverse publicity from the
Catholic press.

Editorialized America, a national Catholic
weekly, just four days later: “We were
somewhat taken back by the un-
varnished statement that ‘whatever one’s re-
ligion in his private life . . . nothing takes
precedence over his oath . . . Mr. Kennedy
doesn’t really believe that.””

On the same day Ava Maria said: “Some-
thing does indeed take precedence over the
obligation to uphold the Constitution—
-namely, conscience. And this applies what-
ever the religion of the officeholder. No
man may rightfully act against his con-
science. To relegate your conscience to your
‘private life’ is not only unrealistic, but
dangerous as well.”®

The word “conscience” came up again
when Newsweek magazine asked the Amer-
ican Jesuit, William A. Van Roo, profes-
sor of theology at Pontifical Gregorian Uni-
versity in Rome, “What will the Church’s
attitude be towards an American Roman
Catholic President?” The professor an-
swered: “The Church will regard him as
an American citizen and official, who is
bound by oath to serve his country accord-
ing to his conscience, which is his moral
obligation.”*

3Catholic Principles of Politics by John A. Ryan
and Francis J. Boland, The Macmillan Co., ninth
printing 1958, p. 316.

“Op. cit.,, pp. 318-319.

5The Moral Obligation of Catholic Civil Judges
by John Dennis Davis, published 1953 by Cath-
olic University Press. Out of print 1957.

SNewsweek, March 5, 1956, p. 51.

"America, March 7, 1959, p. 651.

84ve Maria, March 7, 1959, p. 18.

"Newsweek, December 21, 1959,

(Continued on Page 14)
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BY DAN MERKH

BONDOUKOU

CIRCLE

Geographically & Politically

The circle of Bondoukou is in the North
East corner of the Republic of the lvory
Coast. The Ivory Coast has rccently be-
come a republic under the new French
Community, On the North is the Republic
of Upper Volta and to the East, the in-
dependent ation of Ghana. The population
is estimated at 200,000, but a much larger
number is probably more correct. The area
is about 250 miles long from North to
South, and approximately 100 to 150 miles
wide from East to West.

Under the older French Colonization the
countries were divided up into Circles or
States, Each Circle has a Commadant and
an Adjuant with other lesser officers. The
Circles have been divided up into “sub-
divisions”, with a Commadant, etc., over
cach sub-division. The Bondoukou Circle
has its headquarters in the village of Bon-
doukou, centered nearly in the center of
the area. There are three sub-divisions. In
the far north the division of Bouna—then
the sub-division of Bondoukou and in the
South, that of Tandd. At present we have a
European -Commadant at Bondoukou and
Bouna, and an African Commadant at
Tanda.

This area is one of the richest areas in
the French Community, yet in our standards
it is extremely poor. The main crops are
coffee and cacao, which are exported, and
the natives raise for their own consumption
such crops as pineapples, oranges, limes,
bananas, peanuts, etc. The circle is divided
into nearly every type of terrain you would
expect to see in Africa. In the South are
beautiful forest—as you go north, in the
Goumere area there are some semi-plains

Dan Merkh is one of our early missionaries to
the Bondoukou Circle in Africa. He is presently
serving as a missionary builder.

Jung, 1960

and thinner forests—above Bondoukou are
the mountains, and in the far north around
Bouna and Doropo are the drier arid plains.

The area has five or more different lan-
guages and tribes. The Tanda Sub-division
has Agni and Bini tribes (cousin languages)
and a few Abrons. There are also Kolongos
in this sub-division and in the Bondoukou
sub-division the Kolongos are predominant,
This is no doubt the largest tribe and lan-
guage in the circle. There are Kolongos in
the Bouna sub-division along with the Lobis.
Then there are scattered throughout the
circle the traders and laborers, mostly Mossi
or Dyula speaking peoples. There are also a

few Loran, a very small tribe that seems to

be dying out.

Religion Information

Even though in many ways the Bondou-
kou Circle is advancing with the Ivory
Coast and all of Africa, there are still many
primitive customs and habits. Fetish wor-
ship is extremely prevalent, especially
among the Kolongo and Lobi tribes.
Throughout the circle, Friday is set aside
as Fetish day and many fetish sacrifices
and rites are carried on. Fetish worship is
extremely strange, with many sacrifices etc.,
but definitely a Satanic power. There are
still human sacrifices in much of this area,
though openly denied. At the death of a
chieftain, human beings are killed and the
head and hands are thrown into the grave
as slaves in the “other world”. As the im-
portance of the chief grows, more slaves are
needed. It has been estimated that at the
recent death of a leader, no less than 30
people were killed. We have witnessed per-
sonally a “native war” that started because
the Kolongo were reported to have killed a
Lobi when one of the Kolongo chiefs died.
This area is truly blinded by satanic powers

beyond the imagination of our folks at
home.

Roman Catholic activities are very strong.
The French, a Catholic nation, have allowed
Roman Catholic work in this area for many
many years. At present we have at least
6 or more, probably 10, full time European
priests and nuns in the circle. Tanda is their
central area, with mission stations at three
or four other villages. It is true that in
nearly EVERY village there is an estab-
lished Catholic church, and in very many
villages a Catholic school. The Catholics
are very “clever” in their approach. For
example, they discovered that we had con-
sidered a school in the village of Koun.
When it was impossible for them to cause
the chief to drive us from the village, they
immediately began a school. There were
only three months of the present school
term left—but they began anyway. They
sent a young boy, about 17 years old, who
was the teacher. The school could not of
course give government recognition for
three months schooling with an unqualified
teacher but they got their start. The follow-
ing school year they sent in two fully
qualified teachers with a recognized school
established. And to illustrate their further
“cleverness”, the head master of the school
is a local boy, born and raised in the village,
thus “brother” to the entire village. We are
fighting against an intelligent foe—the devil
is not without wisdom but praise God—
our God is able.

Mohammedans

One of the strongest religious movements
in  Africa today is the Mohammedan
movement., These people must be credited
with being extremely faithful. When it is
prayer time they can be seen nearly every-
where praying. Trucks stop along the road
and the occupants get out and say their
prayers. They fast much and are diligent
witnesses, yet without the message of saving
Grace. They accept Christ, but as a prophet,
and thus are very hard to work among.
They are students, learning to read and write
Arabic and then they go one by one into
the various villages. There they get a hut
and gather around them one or two more
and teach them. Thus they are growing
“leaps and bounds” in Africa.

Our Mission Work

The Free Will Baptist are the first resi-
dent missionaries in the area. Some twenty
years ago the area was assigned to the Chris-
tian Missionary Alliance and Pastor Powell
did extensive evangelistic work in this area.
He was invited into the area by the present
church at Koun. This church had heard
the Gospel from one of the villagers that
had gone to the Coast of the Gold Coast
and had been converted. For many years
they carried on by themselves, without a
missionary witness. Then Pastor Powell
came and for several years was able to visit
for evangelistic work in the various villages.
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Mrs. Eunice Edwards, Executive Secretary

A MAGALINE?

BY UNANIMOUS CONSENT your
Executive Committee purposes to present a
resolution to the Convention in Fresno,
California that is of the utmost importance.
Contingent upon the will of the Convention
we hope to present a new medium of pro-
gram material for the auxiliaries in 1961:
the long waited—long hoped for—long
prayed for—and long needed magazine,
“The Co-Laborer.”

We have outgrown the Year Book. It has
served us well through the years, but it has
completely outlived its usefulness to us. The
programs, information, etc., contained in
the Year Book is almost a year old before
the material is half used up. This move
contemplated by the Convention is a long
step of faith——the longest since the first
piece of literature was printed and made
available to the women of our denomina-
tion.

As planned now, the “Co-Laborer”
magazine would be published quarterly; the
subscription price be set at $1.00 per year
when ordered in groups of five (5) or
more and $1.25 for individual subscriptions.
The magazine is to combine the materials
offered in the Year Book and the monthly

Newsletter, providing the monthly pro-
grams, special weeks of prayer programs,
ideas, suggestions, current news from the
various fields as well as news about the
work of the local, district and state auxili-
aries. We shall set up a standing order file
for the auxiliaries and the number of copies
needed will be sent each quarter. If more
copies are needed, the corresponding secre-
tary will notify the office.

We are sending out this information
through every medium of publicity available
to us with the hopc that YOU will make
this an earest matter of prayer. We sincerely
ask each Auxiliary member to pray with us
about it. We also invite your further atten-
tion to it. After you have prayed about it,
will you please send us the reaction of your
group? This matter is of vital importance
to our work. Your response to it will spell
the difference between success and defeat,

My sincere prayer to God is that this
new medium will be a real help to all of us
in our auxiliary work and a creditable aid
in the proclamation of the Gospel of our
Lord Jesus Christ, to Whom be glory both
now and forever, world without end.

Women al Work

Savannah, Ga. The Lucille Tucker Circle
was declared winner of the “Auxiliary
Circle of the Month Award.” The Mable
Willey Circle presented the program for the
meeting on the Family Altar. Everyone was
blessed and challenged by their presentation.

Florence, Ala. The women met on May 10
for an interesting panel discussion on the
family altar. Those participating were: Sue
White, Sue Spain and Nancy Childers.
There were fifteen present.

Ashford, Ala. The Cowarts Creek Woman’s
Auxiliary held their installation service for
the officers on April 7. The Auxiliary was
organized March 27 with 18 charter mem-
bers.

Booneville, Ark, The YPA of First Church
presented a special program honoring their
- mothers on April 9. Following the program
a lovely corsage was given to each mother
present and refreshments of cake and punch
were served by candlelight.
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Tulsa, Okla. First Church reports a busy
April which began with the Pre-Easter week
of prayer 4-8. The week was climaxed by
seven women representing the country
where our foreign missionaries are working.
The Mary-Martha Circle met April 12 for
the yearbook program. Twelve were present,
On April 26 the Circle met at Borden’s
Cafeteria to honor the mothers. Guest
speaker was Helen Inbody. The Ruth
Circle of the YPA met April 12 for year-
book program and again April 26 for a
study. Dorcas Circle met April 19 for a
stewardship study given by Nadine Hood.
Lydia Circle met April 14 for manual study
and April 21 for evangelism study.

Turley, Okla. The Auxiliary met for the Pre-
Easter season of prayer 4-8. The meetings
began at 9:30 each morning. The theme was
introduced each morning by the leader in
charge for the day. The program consisted
of scripture reading, a devotional thought,
and the morning message. Guest speakers
for the week included Rev. Paul Inbody and
Rev. H. J. Rogers. On April 26 a study
course on prayer was conducted by Mrs.
Bessie Staires of Tulsa. There were 34
present for the course.

Cushing, Okla. The GTA met for the
monthly program “Fruits of the Resurrec-
tion.” The purpose of the theme was to
show what we have because Christ rose
from the dead. Each girl pinned a petal
of a flower on a flannel board representing
her topic. Topics were: Faith, Hope, For-
giveness, Truth, Heaven, Christ. The flower
represents the beautiful life we can have
in Christ. The meeting closed with prayer.

Poteau, Okla. The women are becoming
more mission minded as the monthly pro-
grams emphasize home and foreign mis-
sions. The lesson for April was on “Teach
Me How to Pray.” Sixteen members and
two visitors were in attendance. Those with
topics were Mrs. Rosa Worley, Mrs. Vernice
Clark, Mrs. Wanda Grigsby and Mrs. Bar-
bara Thompson. Following the program
refreshments were served.

Drumright, Okla. The Drumright Auxiliary
consists of two circles, the Mable Willey and
the Anita Sparks Circle. Attendance for the
weekly meetings averaged 27. The Auxiliary
has enjoyed the monthly programs because
of the missionary emphasis. The Anita
Sparks Circle decorated the class rooms
representing our missionaries on the foreign
fields for the quarterly meeting.

Tulsa, Okla. A manual study was given by
one of the Auxiliary members and everyone
received encouragement and determination
to work more for the Lord. The week of
prayer was observed with 20 in attendance.
The prayer services were such a blessing
that the group continued the following in
prayer for souls during the revival. God
blessed with 13 souls born into His king-
dom, 10 were baptized and 6 joined the
church.

Good Springs, Tenn. The Auxiliary reports

. $20.00 received as self-denial offerings dur-

ing the Pre-Easter week of prayer. The
group has had a study course on the Manual,
one on Evangelism, and one on Missions. A
church library has been started.

Heads, Tenn. The Pre-Easter week of prayer
was conducted, and a study course on
Evangelism was taught in connection with
the week of prayer by the pastor. The group
reached their quota of $25.00 for the.
Mexico project.

Clarksville, Tenn. Pardue Memorial reports
an election of officers for the Auxiliary for
the coming year. The group has a “Can
Kitty”. The money which is deposited in
this goes to foreign and home missions and
Co-Laborer plan. A study course on Evan-
gelism was conducted during May. Vaca-
tion Bible School is to be in July.

Attention Tennessee Women
Dates of retreat changed—The dates of
the proposed Tennessee auxiliary retreat
to be held at Free Will Baptist Bible
College have been changed to August 25-
27. Send $1.00 registration to Mrs. Dale
Burden, 616 Russell Street, Nashville,
Tennessee.
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tee met in official sessions at Mount Olive
Tunior College for the purpose of studying
the observation and grievances which were
presented against said college at the above
mentioned meeting.

After carefully and prayerfully consider-
ing the matters against the College, and after
a period of questioning the administration
and chairman of the board, we, the Execu-
tive Committee, wish to make public the
following report:

In view of our study of the attacks against
Mount Olive Junior College, a College
owned and operated by the North Carolina
State Convention of Free Will Baptists, we,
as the Executive Commiittee, wish to reaffirm
our faith in our College. We further wish
to inform our people that we find the observ-
ation and grievances to represent personal
views rather than denominational conflict as
it relates to our policies, procedures and
theology.

We urge our people to continue to sup-
port the College, with the assurance that it
is filling a vital place within our denomina-
tion, and that your support is going to a
College which is sound in principle and prac-
tice.

(Signed) N. B. Barrow, President
R. H. Jackson, Vice Pres-
ident
C. H. Overman, Assistant
Secretary
Rom Mallard, Treasurer
Walter Carter, Member
E. E. Edwards, Member
Note: The secretary disqualified himself
because of his affiliation with the college.

Position Open

KANSAS CITY, KAN.—A Free Will
Baptist minister is presently needed tec live
in and pastor a Free Will Baptist Neighbor-
hood Center. Position requires industry, vis-
ion, and initiative. Wife must be able to
play piano. Comfertable living quarters fur-
nished and salary commensurate with ex-
perience and ability. For information write
Rev. Eimer D. Russell, Director of Skyline
Armourdale Neighborhood Center, Inc., 743
Osage Avenue, Kansas City 5, Kansas.

Pastoral Changes

CONCORD, CALIF.—Several pastoral
changes have been made in the state of Cal-
ifornia recently. They are as follows: Rev.
E. E. Morris to First Church, Tulare, from
Executive Secretary; Rev. Gene Rogers to
Kerman Church from First Church, Tulare;
Rev. O. H. Doss to manager of Bible Book
& Supply Store, Concord, from Kerman;
Rev. Winston Lawless to Selma Church;
Rev. Delmar Scroggins to Hanford; Rev.
Gene Shaw to pastor a new organization in
Lindsay, California; Rev. Robert Riddle to
Dorris, California; Rev. Teddy Davis to
First Church, Ontario; Rev. Bill Kelton to
Newark; Rev. Adam Chandler to Haw-
thorne, Nevada, Rev. J. W. Constant to
Olivehurst; and Rev. Edward Mize to Mt.
Pleasant Church, Lincoln.
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An overflow audience of more than 300 people attended the 1960 graduation exercises
at Mount Olive College Sunday and heard an address by the Reverend Clarence F.
Bowen of Dunn, Twenty-seven graduates received diplomas or certificates, the largest in
the history of the College.

Receiving the Associate in Arts degree were (front row) left to right: Jean Stephen-
son, Smithfield; Mary Moore, Smithfield, Bruce Dudley, Beaufort; Stanley Harrell,
Rose Hill; Joyce Barwick, LaGrange; Bertie Ann Hill, Snow Hill,

Certificates in business education were awarded to (second row): Carol Hill, Snow
Hill; Bertha Ellen Jackson, Seven Springs; LaVerne Wade, Snow Hill; Carolyn Outlaw,
Mount Olive; Bruce Ann Smith, Goldsboro.

Third row: Vella Ruth Thigpen, Turbeville, South Carolina; Jean Fillingame, Vance-
boro; LaRue Britt, Goldsboro; Pairicia Whitman, Mount Olive; Betty Lou Waters,
Mount Olive.

Fourth row: Linda Faye Braswell, Princeton; Mozella Brickhouse, Columbia; Har-
riett Maeder Sutton, Mount Olive; Betty Gray Kornegay, Mount Olive; Edith Stith,
Mount Olive.

Back row: Audrey Alphin, Mount Olive; Janice Lovick, Morehead City; Edna Grace
Price, Seven Springs, Sylvia Ard, Pamplico, South Carolina.

Not pictured: Patricia Matthews Burnette, Mount Olive; Serena Futrell, Fremont.

League Conference

NASHVILLE, TENN.—The Ninth Na- -

tionwide Free Will Baptist League Confer-
ence will be held June 20-22, 1961, in
Albany, Georgia, according to National
League Director Ray Turnage. Keynote

for this conference will be, “Launching Out

With the Living Christ.”

Named Vice-President

MOUNT OLIVE, N. C.—Michael R.
Pelt has been elected to the newly created
office of vice-president at Mount Olive Col-
lege. A native of Marianna, Florida, Pelt
joined the faculty of the College in 1957
as head of the department of religion, and
in 1958 he assumed the duties of academic
dean. He will continue in these positions
along with his duties as vice-president.

Missionary Conference
HOLDENVILLE, OKLA.—A missionary
conference was recently featured in this
area with the Calvarys, Palmers, and Rev.
Rolla Smith as speakers. Local pastors
participated in the devotionals and Paul
Inbody directed the music. Churches co-
operating were Holdenville, Wewoka, Rich-

, mond Avenue Church at Allen, Weleetka,
Calvin church, and Seminole church. Three
persons dedicated their lives for Christian
service with pledges and offerings totaling
$1,651.89.

The Wooddale Free Will Baptist Church
located seven miles east of Knoxville, Ten-
nessee, was organized in 1905. The church
has just completed an extensive remodeling
program. Rev. E. M. French is the present
pastor.
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Hopes to Organize

Dear Sir:

I resigned the church at Dorris, Califor-
nia, after almost four years and moved here
to Truckee. We hope to organize a new
work here if it is the Lord’s will. There is
no Baptist Church here and there is a de-
finite need.

We are only twelve miles from Squaw
Valley the site of the Winter Olympic games.
Reno, Nevado, and Lake Tahoe are nearby,
so pray for us as we seek to do the Lord’s
will.

Enclosed please find my check for our
subscription to CONTACT. The church
where I pastored was a member of your
family plan so we have not received it
regularly since we came here.

May the Lord richly bless you in your
work and many souls be won for His Name's
sake.

Yours for Christ,
Rev. H. D. Gentry
General Delivery
Truckee, California

Enjoys Contact

Dear Sir:

I am writing to notify you of my change
in address. Thank you for your coopera-
tion in this matter. I really enjoy CON-
TACT. No home should be without it.

Very truly yours,
David McGowan
1304 Charles Street
Greenville, N. C.

CONTACT

OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE

National Association of
Free Will Baptists

Single Subscription Price.......... 31.25 per year
Subscriptions through the Family
plan $1.00 per year

Address all correspondence and subscrip-
tions to Billy A. Melvin, Editor, 380! Rich-
land Avenue, Nashville 5, Tennessee. Mem-
ber of Evangelical Press Association.

Issued monthly under the direction of the
Executive committee of the General Board.
Members are Charles A. Thigpen, W. S.
Mooneyham, Dean Moore, M. L. Johnson,
Wade Jernigan, Willard C. Day, E. B. Mec-
Donald.
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A SUCCESSFUL
TEACHER'S DIARY

SUNDAY —

Had a very rewarding class session this morning. Eight-year-old Jimmie told us he
“gave his heart to Christ at home last Sunday.” All but two of my class are now in the
fold.

In the afternoon I read next Sunday’s lesson to get the over all picture. Also called on
Bob, who was absent today.

MONDAY —

Spent my usual time in prayer for my class (and for their teacher). Started preparing
handwork and other supplemental materials for next Sunday.

TUESDAY —

Prayed especially for the Christian parents of my children that they may have guid-
ance in training them. I have them for an hour on Sunday. The other 166 hours are
divided between their parents and their day school teachers.

Found a new prospect today. He was playing with Tom when I called at Tom’s home.

Studied my lesson using Bible dictionary and encyclopedia for clarification of Bible
details.

WEDNESDAY —

Stopped at the Bible Book Store and found just the Bible game for my presession acti-
vity. T don’t want my children to be short on general Bible knowledge.

Went to prayer meeting tonight. I was espgcially burdened that my Christian boys and
girls in my class make spiritual progress. After prayer meeting, 1 completed preparation
of necessary handwork and workbook materials for next Sunday.

THURSDAY —

Prayed for the unsaved parents of my children. My only hope of a lasting ministry
to the children is to help them to have a Christian home.
Read the Bible portion of the lesson in two other translations, for further enrichment.

FRIDAY —

Prepared my outline on small sheets of paper to fit into my Bible. Also listed ten true-
false questions for a quick review.

Went to Dan’s home for dinner. Left my testimony and offered prayer.

Joy to all joys! Got a promise from Dan’s parents to accompany me to Sunday
school and church next Sunday!

SATURDAY —

Felt led to fast my breakfast and pray for the Browns. Also called the teacher of the
Young Adult Class to be praying for them.

Digested the contents of my Manual on tomorrow’s lesson, so I can just leave it at
home and teach from God’s Word.

Went to the church and readied my room for Sunday Changed the layout on that
bulletin board and put up some spring decorations.

Laid out materials for a short flannel-graph to pin point the lesson. Must get to bed
in good time so that I'll be at my best tomorrow.

—Selected
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