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PAUL WARNED that “the time will
come when men will not endure sound doc-
trine.” That time came when the visible
church became engulfed in the Roman
Catholic heresy. Later, after the rise of
Protestantism and the revival of New Testa-
ment Christianity, the church faced new
doctrinal attacks. The climax of these is the
attempt of satan to destroy God’s work by
modernism. This is perhaps his most suc-
cessful attack because it is his most subtle
attempt. It works from within, Like a worm
in an apple, modernism eats away at the
core of the church leaving a beautiful outside
but no heart.

Report on Our Work

This Commission has studied the foe of
theological liberalism. Attention was given
to the fact of what constitutes a modernist in
church work. The term is used to designate
those who believe and teach certain modern
theories about scriptural truth. It does not
necessarily apply to the use of modern
equipment. It does not necessarily refer to
a church with a new building of contem-
porary design. In the most generally ac-
cepted sense a modernist is a theological
liberal who does not hold to historical Chris-
tian truths. The doctrines of the modernist
are such errors as the following: The Bible
is a human book full of mistakes instead
of the inerrant WORD OF GOD; the
miracles of the Bible are more myth than
miracle; Jesus is the illegitimate son of an
unfortunate woman instead of the Virgin
Born, sin-less son of the Almighty God; the
death of Christ was a martyr’s finish to a
religious leader’s life instead of the sub-
stitutionary atonement for the sins of the
world; the resurrection of Jesus was a
mental hallucination of some misguided
zealots instead of the victorious bodily
triumph of the King of kings and Lord of
lords; the need of the world is psychological
adjustment instead of Holy Ghost regenera-
tion; and the mission of the church is more
to construct a new social order than to
snatch sinners from eternal hell by God’s
gospel.

Consideration was also given to the new-
modernism: neo-orthodoxy. This is the er-
roneous method of using good old funda-
mental gospel words to disguise deceptive
beliefs. Many who can freely use such terms
as “conversion”, “Word of God”, “inspira-
tion” and “preach the gospel” mean some-
thing very different from the preaching of
such men as Elder Benjamin Randall and
Elder Paul Palmer.

Some thought was given to worldliness
and secularism which breed modernism.
The more deadly enemies enter through the
doors opened by loose living.

A few papers have been written. Extensive
plans have been laid to cover the subject
thoroughly by the help of a large number of
able Free Will Baptists. The Commission

feels its chief duty is to encourage qualified
people to submit material on the needed
subjects. We have not sought to edit any-
thing. We the members have also written
some material which we hope to get before
our people through our papers.

Appraisal of Our Denomination
With Respect to Liberalism

The Free Will Baptist Denomination is
greatly blessed in that we have no great
problem over modernism at the present
time. Certain factors play a part in this pic-
ture.

One characteristic of our churches in the
past that has helped us is conservativism.
This in itself is no particular virtue, but it
has given us the tendency to steer away
from the liberal ideas of modernists.

Alignment with the National Association
of Evangelicals has helped make us aware
of certain dangers. This group of denom-
inations helps alert members to the peril of
modernism. It keeps us aware of the trends
created by its antagonistic counterpart—the
National Council of Churches.

The firm position taken by the Free Will
Baptist Bible College on the fundamentals
of our faith is strongly in our favor. Cur-
rent concern over future denominational
loyalty to our historic beliefs chiefly arises
from this factor. We find that modernism’s
biggest enemy among Free Will Baptists is
the Bible College.

The orthodoxy of our denominational
leaders is an encouraging sign. We feel that
those now leading the work of the National
Association will never betray the cause by
being soft on liberalism.

However, as we see it, Free Will Baptists
are approaching a crossroads. Within this
decade additional measures should be taken
to insure our future against modernism or
else trends toward liberalism might set the
stage for false doctrine in years to come. It
is not enough to be relatively free from the
peril now. Safeguards should be created
against future encroachments, One of our
weakest points might be our inevitable drive
for progress. All of us must recognize that
the only real progress made is spiritual and
scriptural progress.

Suggestions for the Future

Free Will Baptists must pray and work
for a revival of Bible standards in Christian
living. Great stress should be given to the
holy heart and separated life of the Lord’s
people. Worldliness should be defined and
churches should call on members to tow the
line. High spiritual standards should be
maintained in the ministry. Brotherly love
should be exercised in dealing with the
problems of worldliness.

Separation from. modernists in accord-
ance with II Corinthians 6:14 “Be ye not
unequally yoked together with unbelievers:

(Continued on Page 9)
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“CONVENTION MEMORIES”

by Mrs. Dale Burden

“Oh that (women) would praise the Lord
for his lovingkindness and for his wonderful
works to the children of men.” Psalms
107:1.

From' the Executive Committee meeting
in April to the last item of business July 12,
the W.N.A.C., with an attendance of about
560, met with greater unity of spirit than
ever before experienced. The theme
“Abounding to Every Good Work” was so
timely; our watchword “God Is Able” so
fitting, for only through God’s direction can
such unity exist,

During the executive committee meeting
the officers of W.N.A.C. proxies, state presi-
dents and missionaries and their families
heard a stirring devotion by Miss Bessie
Yeley, challenging us to move mountains
“in the Lord.” Her soft tone gave strength
for the weary, assurance for the doubtful,
and a challenge to the faithful. The officers
had prepared a program “The Christian
World News Round-Up” giving the very
latest news from each of the Free Will Bap-
tist mission fields in television script form.

After reviewing the year’s work, the
executive committee had a season of prayer
for the convention proper, the new project,
and for our president Mrs. Rufus Coffey,
who was unable to attend because of illness.

Declamations Heard

Monday afternoon the declamations were
heard and the judging was a matter of
prayer and careful listening. Those young
people had messages that were really worth
hearing. The field was narrowed down to
two Y.P.A. contestants and two G.T.A.
contestants to be heard by the convention.

Monday night the State Auxiliary of
California gave a warm welcome and the
state of Hawaii presented the officers with
beautiful orchid leis.

The white woman missionary, a black
people’s witch doctor, laughter of scorn, and
a new-born baby were woven into the story
related by Mrs. Lorene Miley as her de-
votional thought. Simply and quietly she
unfolded God’s will that all men everywhere
be saved and that she and her family must
follow the Lord’s bidding to Africa. They
“are ready to go but there are not enough
funds to send them.

Mrs. Reford Wilson, Vice President,
opened the meeting and appointed com-
mittees. Just before the message Mrs. Wilson
sang “Tell It Again” and turned the service
to Rev. and Mrs. Arthur Billows, mission-
aries from Monterrey, Mexico. Mrs. Billows
gave her testimony of the work being done
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and the strength God had given in the hours
of need. Our hearts were blessed by her
story of Mother’s Day, when the young
people of her church honored her, calling
her their “Mother in the Lord.” Brother
Billows brought the message laid upon his
heart for our women, taken from the book
of Acts and from his experience on the field.
“We must train native workers. Bible
schools, camps, and services should all be
for the purpose of training the native to love
his unsaved country and go out and win
the lost. The doors are closed to mission-
cries, but no one can close the doors to the
Christian native. Perilous times demand an
indigenous church.”

Thought for Day

As the session began Tuesday morning,
Mrs. Wilson reminded us of the thought for
the day: God’s work everywhere has been
frought with problems from the beginning.
Problems in God’s work only serve as calls
to renewed faith, prayer and dedicated
obedience. How rewarding will be our in-
vestment in Him.

Our missionary to Japan, Mrs. Wesley
Calvery, revealed her heart for the work to
the women. “America has given Japan
electricity, washing machines, kitchen uten-
sils, and clothes, but the women have no
peace, no joy, no lovingkindness in the
Lord, for they have no Saviour. The Amer-
ican woman has a time saving kitchen, but
what does she do with the time saved? As
His people, we ought to be intercessors for
those who have not the love of God shed
abroad in their hearts.” She used passages
from Isaiah asking us to-feel the hurt of sin
in Japan, praying for Japan as we would
our own children.

Mrs. Helen Sanders, proxy for Mrs. Eu-
gene Waddell, presented the declamation
contestants. G. T.A. member Ricky Duncan
of Oklahoma used a declamation written by
Mrs. Miley, “The Heart of This Ten Year
Old.” Cynthia Phillips from North Carolina
was next. Both had a wonderful message
and were well delivered. The judges chose
Ricky Duncan, first place and Cynthia Phil-
lips, second place. The two Y.P.A. con-
testants had written their declamations con-
cerning their own futures and the Lord’s
work for them. Harvey Dupree from North
Carolina won first place and Maybelline
Eaddy from South Carolina won second
place.

Children Sing

The Calvery children, Rebecca and
Jonathan sang and gave a few words of
testimony. Brenda Sanders gave her tes-

timony about Hawaii "and sang a solo.
Vernon Whaley sang “How Great Thou
Art” and Rodney praised the Lord for-His
goodness because the trouble with his eyes
has bee~ arrested. Later that afternoon little
Danny Billows from Mexico was recognized
and waved bye-bye to everyo:se.

While the congregation sang the conven-
tion hymn, the curtains came open showing
a large choir of the women of California.
They sang the “Awakening Chorus” doing a
marvelous job. They were from all sections
of the state. We really appreciated their
efforts to practice and sing for us. Mrs. Sue
Lindsey directed the choir.

Mrs. Eunice Edwards, our W.N.A.C.
Executive Secretary, brought the morning
message. Speaking heart to heart to women
she used the book of Lamentations as the
background for her message. Especially
chapter 2, verses 11-13,

“If Jeremiah had cause to weep over
Israel how much more Christian women
need to mourn over our nation. Sin has
entered our homes and stripped us of our
testimony. Children are ignored or neg-
lected, while many mothers cherish rhings.
We have food, clothing and shelter, and
have become self-satisfied. Jeremiah wept
over the state of worship in his day. Our
churches have lost their zeal to do the work
of a soul-saving station. We had rather be a
social order with serene celmness, while the
millions of the world blinded by sin grope
hopelessly, only to find eternal punishment.”

Surrender Asked

Mrs. Edwards called upon the men pres-
ent to preach righteousness and live a holy
life. She called upon the women to dedicate
themselves anew to the task of teaching our
children, and our neighbors the eternal
truths by holy living. Only through a spirit-

filled life can the world be brought to the

Lord. Mrs. Edwards gave an invitation of
consecration while the organist played “I
Surrender All”. As the Spirit moved, women
from all sections of the United States met
together at the altar, bringing their lives to
Him to be used as He sees fit. May all the
dross have been consumed at that moment
and eternal good performed.

Tuesday afternoon, Mrs. Luther Sanders
brought a message about Hawaii, making
the need evident. Most of Hawaii is
Buddhist. They do not understand, receive
no joy, but are in bondage to this religion.
She gave the goal for her life, as a holy
life, a living witness, and a vessel of honor.
Mrs. Betty Landrum, a member of our
Free Will Baptist church in Hawaii sang
“Lord, Lay Some Soul Upon My Heart.”

Mrs. Wilson opened the business session,
calling for reports from the committees.
These will be included in the minutes which
will be .printed at a later date, but these
segments were important. Our project for
the past year was a mission station for
Mexico. Mrs. Edwards presented a check
in the amount of $8,948.41 which was the

(Continued on Page 9)
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Desires Subscription

Dear Sir:
Please send me a year’s subscription of
ConTAcT. To me it is a wonderful magazine.
Thank you,
James E. Akers
Route 8, Box 66
Kingsport, Tennessee

Appreciates CONTACT

Dear Sir:

I would like to take this opportunity to
tell you how much 1 appreciate and enjoy
CONTACT. Rest assured that my prayers are
with you and your work.

Sincerely in Christ,
Ben Turner

240 Scuth Church Street
Florence, S. C.

Sends Check

Dear Editor:

Enclosed is a check for one year’s sub-
scription to CoNTACT. We feel you are doing
a great work for the Lord and also the Free
Will Baptists.

Yours in Christ,

Rev. Leslie C. Elliott
310 Pleasant View Drive
Wavenda, Ill.
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National Association of
Free Will Baptists

Single Subscription Price ... 31.25 per year
Subscriptions through the Family
plan 31.00 per year

Address all correspondence and subscrip-
tions to Billy A. Melvin, Editor, 3801 Rich-
land Avenue, Nashville 5, Tennessee. Mem-
ber of Evangelical Press Association,

Issued monthly under the direction of the
Executive committee of the General Board.
Members are  Ralph Siaten,. W. Stan
Mooneyham, Dean Moore, M. L. Johnson,
Jerry Dudley, Rufus Coffey, Oth¢l T, Dixon.
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Your Executive Secretary Reports

At the National Association in California your executive secretary gave a report
of his work and the work of the Executive Department. With gratitude to the Lord,
we were able to report a very successful year and the best audit in the history of
the department. This by no means has been the work of one individual. Each member
of the Executive Committee along with each of you as Free Will Baptists, who have
supported this work both with your prayers and contributions, has made this report
possible.

Since many of you were unable to attend our National Association this year, I
would like to share with you in this column a portion of my report that was given
at the Convention. This portion of the report has to do with three observations
which I have made since assuming the office of Executive Secretary.

First, there is a desperate need for closing of ranks in the work of our National
Association. I believe that some progress has been made in this respect, but we
must not let up in our efforts to realize a united front. The challenge which is
presented to Free Will Baptists today is tremendous. To meet such a challenge, we
must move forward—together.

Another need lies in the field of finance. It appears that our finance has not
kept pace with our increased activity. Some adjustment here is immediately necessary!
We must either do a better job in the financial support of the work represented
by the National Association, or we must consider a curtailment of our denominational
activities. Actually, only a few of our churches give regularly and systematically
to the work of our National Association. Whatever the cause for this, if we are to
meet the needs of this year, we must enlist more of our churches in the financial
support of our denominational activities.

Finally, 1 observe that there is the need across our denomination for a deeper
consecration and personal holiness. It is alarming to note the many instances
where open sin is tolerated—sometimes among the clergy. Besides this, there is
the constant pressure to compromise with the world. In some areas the compromise
has already been realized. Revival is needed, but revival will never come so long as
these conditions exist. Let us, therefore, challenge our people to live clean, consecrated
Christian lives. Surely, this is the pathway to revival.

Convention Sidelights

There were many impressive things about our convention this year, but perhaps
the most impressive thing was the spirit of harmony that prevailed. All deliberations
were carried out in a spirit of love and oneness, making it possible for the worship
services to be the high point of the convention. This is as it should be and the
convention proved to be a rich spiritual blessing.

But, let us take a closer look at the spirit of this convention. What brought to this
National gathering a spirit of love and oneness? As a participant in the work of our
National Association, permit me to make a few personal observations.

I think one factor that must be considered is the record of the past. For the
last two or three years, we have experienced rather “stormy” sessions. This has
not been altogether wholesome for the work of the National Association. Perhaps,
this year, our people felt that if we were to really accomplish anything to the
glory of God a spirit of love must prevail. This conviction helped the unity of
the convention.

Then there was the matter of explosive situations in certain parts of the world
that directly affected two of our mission fields—Cuba and Africa. This, coupled
with the poiitical situation in our own country where a Roman Catholic is a
candidate for the Presidency of the United States, injected a sober note into the
proceedings. It appeared that all in attendance felt that this was a time for serious
work and whole-hearted dedication.

Finally, we must remember the prayers of God’s people in behalf of the convention.
No doubt, this. played the larger part in the success of this National Association. I
know for a fact that many of our people everywhere had been praying faithfully that
God would breath upon the convention a spirit of brotherly love and unity. God was
faithful and answered our prayers!

. Let us be grateful to God for the blassings of this convention which will mean so
much to the work of our denomination in this next year.
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