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A Call to Prayer

This month in the city of Norfolk, Virginia, the 25th Session of the National
Association of Free Will Baptists will convene. As our people come together from
various parts of the country to hear the reports and transact the necessary business,
it is imperative that we all give ourselves to prayer.

It is all too easy to attend such a meeting as our National Association and not
give proper place to prayer. Caught up in the many activities—attending meetings,
serving on a committee, visiting with old friends—the days slip by and we have not
prayed as we ought. At such times it is casy for us to be prompted by the flesh and
do or say things displeasing to God.

For this reason and because we are faced with some grave matters, we issue this

call to prayer. May every session and committee meeting be saturated with much
prayer.
each of our hearts.

May God use our early morning prayer service to do a work of grace in
And, because of our praying, may this session of our National
Association be one marked by the leading and direction of the Holy Spirit.

matter at Nashville, Tennessee.
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Why Ministers Resign

Official

To go to a larger fleld of usefulness
(when the salary is better).

To seek a climate more suitable to the
health of his wife (when the salary
is the same).

Confidential Reasons

He has a call and does not know when
he might get another one.

He has preached all his good children’s

sermons and can’t find any more.

The church is balky and declines to heed
his wisdom.

The choir is on the warpath.

Some “old lady” of either sex thinks “a
change is good.”

The pews are gathering dust on Sunday

The Real

His glad hand gets tired, his sunny-jim
smile wears off, and his pep is popped.

He has expounded all his pet ideas and
exhausted his bag of tricks.

New pulpits come easier than new ideas.

To change one’s residence is casier than
to change one’s ways.

Distant pastures look greener than those
near at hand.

To move is easier than to grow.

Passing the buck to the next man is less
exhausting than solving the problems.

The minister runs out of excitement and
the people lose interest.

Reasons

Because it is the divine will (when the
salary is smaller).

To write a book (when he is fired and
can’t find another church).

morning.

The preacher’s culture and education re-
quires a more intelligent parish.

The minister’s hair is turning gray, and
he fears that in a few years no other
church will have him.

His children have scandalized the town.

The treasurer’s face is getting longer and
longer, and the salary comes shorter
and shorter.

Reasons

Prophets are plagued with an -unscasy
restless disposition.

A minister’s successes pile up in arith-
metic progression; his mistakes mul-
tiply in geometric progression.

The minister tires of the people and the
people tire of the minister. ~

Ultimately even “the finest
. “through.”

Blessed is he who knows when to stick!

Thrice blessed is he who knows when to
quit!

men . get

—From “The Preacher’s Sermon Builder
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T THE END OF WORLD WAR II when Gen-
Aeral Douglas MacArthur appealed for
3,000 missionaries for Japan, Christians
could not. meet the challenge. There were
not enough missionaries to be sent.

Nor has the picture changed much since
then., The majority of Protestant mission
societies are still pleading for more mis-
sionaries, more funds, and more prayer
helpers.

Why are there too few missionaries? The
answer is obvious,—we Christians just don’t
care enough. It may be damaging to our
reputation to admit this failure, but it will
be good for our souls. We are lethargic and
complacent. We do not care enough about
obeying Christ’s command to make disciples
of all people.

Our low level of concern is dramatically
demonstrated by the many mission stations
that today are pitifully undermanned, and
by other stations that are closed. Qur con-
cern for mission is pathetically low when
compared with the measure of Christ’s con-
cern. We don’t care as He cares.

But why this difference between us and
our Lord? Or is He as much Lord as we
say He is? Do we stand condemned before
His soul-searching question, “Why call ye
me Lord and do net the things which I
say?” Are we deceiving ourselves by af-
firming Him as our Lord, but acting other-
wise? We say we are servants but we act
independently. But if we accept Christ as
Lord, without reservation, we shall act as
His servants without reservation. We must
ponder whether we truly own as Lord Him
Whom we offer to others.

A God-given motive for missions is di-
rectly dependent upon our relationship to
our Lord. If we are to be motivated by our
Master to spread His message, we must take
a long look at our level of loyalty to Him.
We shall not be truly concerned about mis-

This article first appeared in the Sudan Witness,
publication of the Sudan Interior Mission. Mr.
Holsteen is a SIM missionary to Ethiopia.
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Mastered
by the
Master

M. Holsteen

sions until we have been truly mastered by
our Master.

Jesus sought to impress His first followers
with this truth by explaining to them that
if they wished to follow Him they must
deny their own wishes, take up their crosses
daily, and follow Him. We Christians today
seem to have accepted these three require-
ments of Christ’s lordship only partially.
We frequently deny His wishes. We coddle
rather than crucify the flesh. We follow
Christ where we please.

Jesus made sure that His disciples were
loyal servants before He made them power-
ful preachers. It was when their attach-
ment to His Person was a settled matter
that He began to motivate them.

He appealed to their obligation to share
what they had freely received. (Matt. 10:8)

He appealed to His own perfect example.
(John 20:21)

He appealed to their desire to save
others from destruction. (Luke 10:2; Mark
6:12)

He appealed to their sense of the worth
of people. (Matt. 9:36-38)

He appealed to their sense of the value
of time. (John 4:35)

He appealed to their sympathy by being
compassionate toward those who needed a
shepherd. (Matt. 9:36-38)

Finally, He appealed to their own loyalty
to His Person, (Luke 9:2, 6) and this is
the motive upon which all the others rest.
The strength of these appeals is based on
our relationship to Him, on the strength of
our loyalty to Him as absolute Lord.

What would transpire today were we as
devoted to our Lord as we claim to be? It
would mean a revised scale of values for us
all, that would put more stress on the value
of human souls and less on material posses-

The motive for missions rests upon
our devotion to Christ’s person

sions; that would spend more time shedding
tears for the souls of men than travelling for
the sights of this world. It would give us a
keen sense of the urgency of the hour to
spend all our efforts for Him while it is still
“day.”

Witnessing would become our main oc-
cupation, not a hobby. Christians would be
melted, moved and motivated to live wholly
for Christ instead of partly for self.
Churches would spend less on buildings,
more on winning and training people for
Christ,—and would also be crowded out!
New groups of believers would spring up
everywhere.

We would be more eager to study the
Bible and pray, and less eager for purely
social ‘times. Bible Schools and Colleges
would be flooded with students. Such
schools would strengthen their missions de-
partments and more urgently stress the im-
portance of the missionary task. Hosts of
Christians would prepare for mission work,
eagerly pushing out toward the mission
fields. Mission societies would be over-
whelmed with applicants and snowed under
with gifts to promote the work. Nor would
the needed church buildings at home be left
unconstructed were Christ’'s members treat-
ing Him as Head.

But what will happen if we continue in
our half-hearted commitment to Christ? We
shall become more and more worthy to “be
spewn out” of our Lord’s mouth by virtue
of our lukewarmness.

It is essential that we be truly mastered
by the Master, for the desire to make dis-
ciples of all nations cannot be drummed up
by any amount of mission promotion. It will
be sent down from above when Christians
center their affections on Christ. Jesus’ com-
mand to- spread the message will not be of
supreme importance until Jesus Himself is
supremely important.

May God grant us more devotion to our
Lord Jesus Christ, for on this rests our
real motive for missions.
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Why does everything, even heartbreaking
tragedy, turn out for good? The answer is
simple. God is at work in the whole
process! - And by His infinite wisdom,
power, and love, God is making all things
work together for good.

Visit a huge, sprawling plant where auto-
mobiles are manufactured. Watch the be-
wildering mass of raw material—metals,
wood, fabrics, glass, and what not—as it
pours .into the factory. Then, without en-
tering the doors of that mammoth structure,
walk around to the ramp where the finished
product, a sleek and shining mechanism,
rolls out, ready for shipment to every corner
of the world. Can you possibly believe that
just by luck or chance or accident all that
mass of raw material assembles itself into
an automobile? Of course not!

But when you realize that extraordinary
skill and power have been brought to bear
upon that raw material, you can understand
why the finished product is so beautiful and
efficient.

Siminarly, who can believe that all the
mass of our raw experience—sickness, dis-
appointment, broken bodies, blasted hopes,
blighting sins—just by luck or chance or
accident achieves good? Introduce God into
the picture, however, a God or infinite wis-
dom, power, and love, and it is possible for
even the most searching mind to believe
that everything works together for good.
And it works together for good because
God is at work. He is making all things
work together for good, bringing to bear
upon the raw stuff of our experience all of
His limitless resources.

Confessedly, there may be aspects of
existence which will baffle us until we see
our Lord face to face. But still, embryoni-
cally, we have a solution to this tantalizing
mystery. Our cosmos, we realize, is not a
self-existing chaos of atoms which swirl
about senselessly. Undergirding our uni-
verse is the everlasting purpose of a Person
Who is perfect in wisdom, love, and power,
and Who uses the vast process of nature and
history for the fulfillment of His gracious
purpose, a purpose which is supremely good.

A few years ago, the Rev. James Patton,
pastor of the Carmel Avenue Baptist Church

of Detroit, left home early one Sunday
morning in order to pick up children for
Bible school in the church bus, The man
who ordinarily served as driver had found
it impossible to do the job that day, and so
the pastor himself volunteered. And tragedy
struck. The bus was demolished by a train
which killed Patton and several other peo-
ple. Meanwhile, his wife was waiting at
home for him to return.

Who can imagine the shock and horror
which overwhelmed her when she learned
of her husband’s death? Among the many
condolences which she received was this
telegram which brought immense comfort
to her heart: “God is too kind to do any-
thing cruel, and too wise ever to make a
mistake.”

Yes, introduce God into the context of
life’s worst tragedies, the God whose love
has been supremely revealed at Calvary,
and it is possible to believe Paul’s trium-
phant assertion. A God like that can be
trusted to make all things work together
for good.

Ingredients Mixed Together

Notice, sccondly, the truth implicit in
another fragment of this text. Paul writes:
“All things work together for good.” To-
gether! Do not overlook that seemingly un-
important work. In point of fact, it em-
bodies a profoundly significant thought.
Our experiences, when you take them in
isolation, are frequently very bad; yet when
you take our experiences as a whole, they
are radiantly good.

The ingredients which constitute a three-
layer chocolate cake are not good when
you taste them in isolation. A mouthful of
flour is not especially savory. A spoonful

of spices is not in the least delicious. Short-

ening as shortening is none too palatable.
But let a skillful cook mix them together,
and the result is superbly good! And thus
it is with our lives.

Very strikingly the experience of Joseph
illustrates this principle. Jacob’s excessive
and unwisely partial love for the son of his
old age was bad. The priggish conceit of

young Joseph was bad. The understandable
hatred of his brethren was bad. Their con-
spiracy to kill him was bad. The sale of
Joseph into Midianite slavery was bad. The
lie told to Jacob was bad. The heartbreak
of the bereaved father was bad. The tempta-
tion which befell Joseph in Egypt was
bad. His imprisonment, though an innocent
man, was bad. And thus the components
of his experience, taken singly, were un-
questionably bad. Yet what was the out-
come of all those evil things?

‘As Joseph finally faced his brethren,
having by his God-bestowed foresight pre-
served them and the whole nation of Egypt
from starvation, he could testify: “As for
you, ye thought evil against me; but God
meant it unto good, to bring to pass, as it
is this day, to save much people alive”
(Gen. 50:20). Yes, indeed! Where men
intend evil, God intends good, and in His
love and wisdom and power He makes
human wrath to praise Him, and out of
the black components of our experience He
brings a shining result. All things work
together for good.

Notice, in the third place, just what
Paul says in our text. “All things work to-
gether for good.” But the good as we or-
dinarily conceive it may be entirely dif-
ferent from the good about which the
apostle speaks.

What Is Good?

We tend to interpret good in terms of
animal comfort. If we are exempt from
disease, that we consider good. If our
bodies are never stabbed by pain, that we
consider good. If we always have money
in our pockets and a reserve at the bank,

‘ that we consider good. If we live in modern

homes and enjoy the latest luxuries, that we
consider good. If we can dress well, take
long vacations at the seashore, and in gen-
eral exist like the smug bourgeoise against
whom Karl Marx poured out his scorn, that
we consider good. Unfortunately, we find
ourselves victimized by a materialistic civil-

(Continued on page 15)

TOGETHER FOR GOOD?
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Greetings from

Twin Mountain

by Mark Vandivort

Home Missionaries Report From New England

URING THE PasT few weeks here in

New Hampshire the buds on the trees
add to the beautiful array of color along
with new life after many long months of
dormancy. The wild and domestic flowers
add to the beautiful array of colors along
the countryside.

We rejoice in the fact that during the
past few months there has been a few who
have experienced new life springing forth
~ with new birth from above. We have seen

Christian personalities grow and develop
like a beautiful flower. We have confidence
that they shall continue to feed on the
nourishment from God’s Word and be a
beautiful testimony of God’s grace through-
out eternity.

The long winter months of faithful service
to our Lord was climaxed on Mother’s Day
when we experienced our first baptismal
service, It was a beautiful Sunday after-
noon, May 14, as we drove to the North

~Conway Baptist church, about 35 miles
away, where our church had a cooperative
baptismal service with the Littleton Free
Will Baptist church. Pastor Owens baptized
a man from Littleton, and 1 baptized three
ladies, one young man, and one girl. There
was a good number of people who came to
witness this baptismal service. Many of
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Home Missionaries.
building (below) was

closed until he went there

them had never seen baptism by immersion
before. (Some of the liberal Baptists in
this area baptize by sprinkling.)

Sunday evening, May 14, Louise and I
dedicated our young son, Andrew Mark, to
God. We are very thankful to God for en-
trusting Andy to our care. He is a very
healthy little boy. In many homes in this
spiritually cold North Country he serves as
our “little missionary.”

As the outside world has taken on a
bright new look, our people have been
busily engaged in completely redecorating
the church building inside and out. As 1
write this leiter, 1 am happy to report that
there has been a transformation of the ap-
pearance of the interior of the building.
Everything, including the floors, walls, ceil-
ing, furniture, shades, and drapes have
been completely refinished or replaced. The
labor and finance are being provided by
the church people. God has been blessing
them as they work. This is the first time
that a stroke of the brush has been applied
to the building since before World War II.

Qur church is having 400 posters printed
advertising our services. They are to be
placed in the motels and public buildings in
the area. We are planning our Vacation
Bible School June 26 through July 7. Our

Rev. Mark Vandivort is one of our

The church

to establish a witness.

young people have been attending some
very worthwhile Youth Rallies sponsored by
the White Mountain Evangelical Ministers
Fellowship.

We feel that the weekly Good News Bible
Club also has been a real success in our
community of Twin Mountain. The children
who have been allowed to attend have re-
sponded very well to the verse memoriza-
tion and Bible lessons. We are thankful
for the opportunity to sow the seeds of
truth to most of the Protestant children. In
our community the Catholic nuns come
into the public schools after the dismissal
hour and teach classes in Catholicism. Thus
far we have had very little opportunity to
reach the Catholic children with the good
news of the Gospel. We greatly desire that
they be taught the truth about Jesus Christ
the Saviour of the world. However, they
are led farther into spiritual darkness as
they are taught to pray unto Mary the
mother of God and to the saints for for-
giveness of their sins and to confess their
sins to a man in a black robe who is sup-
posed to be the mediator between them
and God. The boldness and political pres-
sure that Catholicism is diplaying in New
England is quite noticeable since the 1960
presidential election. I picked up the local
newspaper a few days ago and noticed the
front page announcement of the baccalau-
reate exercises to be conducted in the public
schools of Whitefield, the town where I
live (about 1500 population) and Littleton
where our Free Will Baptist Missionary
pastor, Rev. Owens lives (about 6,000 popu-
lation). In both public school systems the
baccalaureate exercises were to be conducted
by the local Catholic priests. This same
scene is being duplicated in many towns
throughout our nation.

This type of situation is being encouraged

‘by many Protestants as the two satanic

movements of Catholicism and liberal
Protestanism seek closer relationship to-
gether.

We must make more concentrated efforts
toward every member evangelism carrying
the good news of the Gospel to every house
(Acts 5:42). There is only one way for a
sinner to be saved (Acts 4:12) regardless
of what kind of religious title he may have.

We are very thankful for the prayers and
support of Christian people everywhere who
have made possible our ministry here in
New England.

Prayer Requests

1. Pray for our Adult Sunday School class
that more adults might realize the im-
portance of this source of Bible learning.

2. Pray for God to direct in the planning
and promotion of area wide evangelistic
meetings.

3. Pray -for the revivals to be conducted
by Bobby Jackson in September.

4, Pray for our Daily Vacation Bible
School.

5. Pray that more Christians will assume
responsibility in personal evangelism.
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Know Your Bible Series

and the best loved books in the Bible.
It is probably the most important document
in all the literature of the world. It has in-
duced more persons to follow Christ, it has
inspired more believers to loyal service . . .
than any other book that could be named,”
so states Charles R. Erdman in introducing
this Gospel.

The purpose of John in writing is found
in the book itself, “And many other signs
truly did Jesus in the presence of his dis-
ciples, which are not written in this book:
But these are written, that ye might believe
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and
that believing ye might have life through
his name.” (John 20:30, 31). John is here
acknowledging that he did not attempt to
record everything that Christ did in His
earthly ministry. He is stating clearly that
these things herein recorded are for the
purpose of producing faith in God’s Son.

The author never loses sight of his pur-
pose. In chapter one, for example, he in-
troduces the main character of the book.
Christ here is shown as God, existing from
eternity past, and now being manifested
as the Incarnate Son of God for the definite
purpose of revealing the Father to the
world. These three facts are found in John
1:1, 14 and 18. Herein is the foundational
truth upon which John builds his case. “In
the beginning was the Word, and the Word
was with God, and the Word was God.
And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt
among us, (and we beheld his glory, the
glory as of the only begotten of the Father),
full of grace and truth. No man hath seen
God at any time; the only begotten Son,
which is in the bosom of the Father, he
hath declared him.”

Even though the author does not name

T HE FOURTH GOSPEL is the most familiar

‘ himself in this book, there is no doubt that
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By Charles A. Thigpen

he is John, the Beloved. His father was
Zebedee, his mother Salome and his brother
James. He was called to follow Christ while
working with his father in the fishing busi-
ness. He is also the author of the three
epistles that bear his name and Revelation.
Ephusus was the probably location where
the Gospel was written. The time of writ-
ing was approximately 90 A.D.
The book divides itself into the following
parts:
1. Proluge, 1:1-18
II. Preparation for Christ’s Earthly
Ministry, 1:19-2:11
III. Public Ministry of Christ, 2:12-
12:50
1V. Private Teaching of Christ, 13:1-
17:26
V. Passion of Christ, 18:1-19:42
VI. Power of Christ as shown in His
Resurrection, 20:1-21:25
There are several characteristics of this
fourth Gospel that should be noted. (1)
There are no parables in Johmn. (2) It is in
this record that we learn definitely that
Christ’s earthly ministry was more than
three years. The other Gospels do not make
this fact clear. In John we have four Pass-
overs mentioned and this enables us to es-
tablish the length of time He ministered.
(3) There are five miracles peculiar to
John: changing the water into wine, healing
the Nobleman’s son, healing the impotent
man, healing the man born blind and the
raising of Lazarus. (4) The many different
titles, each of which speaks of the Deity

of Christ, are stated by John. Some of
Lamb of God, the Son of God, the True
Bread, the Light, the Shepherd, the Door,
the Way, the Truth, the Life, the Resur-
rection and the Vine. Quite a few of these
are introduced by the statement, “I am.”

Certainly one of the most outstanding
features of this Gospel record is the ex-
tended teachings concerning the Holy Spirit.
For any thorough study of the third Person
of the Trinity one must begin with John
14 through 16. Christ has dismissed the
traitor, the only ones present are the eleven,
and here almost under the shadow of the
Cross, Christ teaches his disciples of
“Another Comforter” that He and the
Father would send. The ministry of the
Holy Spirit is spoken of in many different
ways. Note that He will teach and bring
to remembrance Christ's words. “But the
Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom
the Father will send in my name, he shall
teach you all things, and bring all things to
your remembrance, whatsoever I have said
unto you.” (John 14:26). Consider also
that He shall testify of Christ. “But when
the Comforter is come, whom I will send
unto you from the Father, even the Spirit
of truth, which proceedeth from the Father,
he shall testify of me.” (John 15:26). Also
the Holy Spirit is to glorify Christ, “He
shall glorify me: for he shall receive of
mine, and shall shew it unto you.” (John
16:14.) The work of the Holy Spirit, which
is essential before there can be conversion,
is spoken of in John 16:8-11 as the reproof
or conviction of the world, “And when he
is come, hie will reprove the world of sin,
and of righteousness and of judgment: Of
sin, because they believe not on me; of
righteousness, because I go to my Father,
and ye see me no more; of judgment, be-
cause the prince of this world is judged.”
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