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By I. J. BLACKWELDER

The Rights of the Local Church

F COURSE I AM speaking of the rights
Oof local Free Will Baptist Churches,
but of no particular group, whether they
are among the so-called “new group” or
the self-styled ‘“‘original group” of Free
Will Baptists. Who is who, so far as
“original” is concerned, depends on what
one believes and practices instead of where
one lives. Therefore, I am thinking of Free
Will Baptists in general as I have read of
them, observed them and known them since
I became one of them more than 35 years
ago. And since I have no ax to grind, no
political strings to pull, and no clique to
fear, I shall speak my convictions frankly
and present the facts as I understand them
without fear or favor.

In the first place, the local church has
the right of self-preservation. However, this
right is so well known by all of us that it
may seem rather childish to even mention
it. On the other hand, our local churches
should not forget that self-preservation in-
volves the iImportaince of standing guard
.over our churches, lest they be invaded by
the enemy. This very thing has happened to
many of our churches in the past, and some
of them are being thus threatened even
today. This invasion of the local church and
its inherent rights is in line with the current
trend in almost every phase of our social
order. This modern way of life aims at the
ultimate goal of sacrificing the ‘individual
and his God-given rights on the basis that it
is better for the whole. Those who promote
this trend discount the importance of the
individual to the extent of his contribution
to the whole, whether it be the school, the
church or the state. Therefore, it is clearly
obvious that this trend, wherever it is seen,
points in the direction of the Communistic
way of life. It therefore behoves every one
of us to protect the rights of the local
church with whatever honorable means we
may employ, even if it means incorporating
our churches.

In the next place, the local church has
the right of self-government. In other words,
in traditional Free Will Baptist government,
the local church is an autonomous body,
subject to no higher earthly power than

Free Will Baptist minister for 36 years. He is
presently pastor in Turbeville, South Carolina.
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the authority of the majority of its mem-
bership. Why? Simply because Free Will
Baptist churches, as a whole, have always
been operated and controlled by congrega-
tional polity, which is nothing new. Yes,
there are those who talk about “new” Free
Will Baptists, but who are they and what
is their origin? Could it be that the recent
change from traditional congregational
government to what is called “connectional”
government, or, as some call it, “con-
nectional-congregational” government,
might have produced these “new” Free
Will Baptists of whom we have been hearing
recently? Evidently, there is something so
new about certain Free Will Baptists here
and there that, in all these 36 years of my
ministry, I never heard the word “connec-
tional” used to describe Free Will Baptist
church government until May of this year
when I learned that it was being so used in
North Carolina. This “connectional” gov-
ernment, as it is being proposed and ex-
plained by its promoters, is completely out
of line with congregational polity, which
guarantees the rights of self-government to
every local church.

In the third place, the local church has
the right to “connect” or to “disconnect.”
Yes, there is connection between the local
church and the larger organization to which
it may belong, but this connection is purely
voluntary and simply for the purpose of
fellowship and cooperative effort. There is

‘no compulsion about the matter. A local

church does not have to belong to any
organization. And those who are members
of quarterly meetings, associations or con-
ferences may withdraw from them at the
will of the majority. Without question the
larger organization has the right and
authority to discipline its member churches,
but only while they remain members of it.
The limit of such discipline is to declare
them out of order and to withdraw fellow-
ship from them. But after such discipline,
the local church may continue as an in-
dependent Free Will Baptist church until
the Lord comes back, if He and the church
are willing. And there are just such in-
dependent churches within and without
the bounds of the National Association to-
day, some of which date back to more than
fifty years.

Moreover, the quarterly meetings, associa-
tions and conferences have the right and
the authority to discipline their ministers
and, so far as I know, no one dares to
question this right and authority. But when
the credentials of a Free Will Baptist minis-
ter are revoked and he has been expelled
from the higher organization, the limit of its
authority has been reached. One thing is
certain, that no human organization can
expel any one from the kingdom of God.
An example of such authority is found in
John, chapters nine and ten. Because Jesus
had restored the sight of a blind man, the
church dignitaries were terribly upset. And
when the man whose eyes were opened re-
fused to repudiate Christ and go along with
his critics, they turned him out of the
synagogue. Soon afterwards, however, Jesus
opened the door of the kingdom of God
and the healed man walked straight in. Then
Christ explained this gracious act, saying,
“Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that
entereth not by the door into the sheep-
fold, but climbeth up some other way, the

. same is a thief and a robber.” (John 10:1).
- Evidently He was referring to those who had

excommunicated the man whose eyes were
opened for believing what they themselves
should have believed.

Finally, the local church has the right to
license and ordain ministers., In 1925 Har-
mony Free Will Baptist Church of Lake
Butler, Florida, gave me license to preach
the Gospel without contacting the Associa-
tion or any committee or council of it.
Upon the recommendation of the pastor and
the deacons, the church voted approval of
the recommendation and I received my
license, signed by Rev. C. C. Butler, pastor,
and W. O. Brooks, church clerk, June 20,
1925.

Also, upon the recommendation of my
pastor, Rev. C. C. Butler, and the same
deacons, the approved me for ordination.
Therefore, on August 14, 1926, I was
ordained and given credentials, signed by
Rev. J. A. Blanton, Moderator of the South
Georgia Association, and my pastor, Rev.
C. C. Butler. And this important business
was transacted without my having been con-
tacted by the ordaining council or even
being brought before the union meeting or

(Continued on Page 16)
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‘A Man On the Moon?

my throne above the stars of God:
the clouds; I will be like the most

so much so, that his appearance with Elijah
is said to be not merely a “glorious” appear-
ing but an appearing IN GLORY (II Peter
1:17)—and you are warned about liberal
commentators in the next three verses—
and Luke 9:31.

Fifth Space Trip

The fifth space trip was accomplished by
a vacuum inside a tornado. (A vacuum
being the correct medium for space flight
in order to do away with friction and obtain
the maximum amount of speed without
deterioration of the missile.) In II Kings 2
we read of this remarkable flight which took
place about 800 B.C. We read that here
Flijah was caught up into heaven and if
there was any doubt as to which heaven it
was we find him appearing with Moses in
Matthew, Mark, and Luke in the GLORY
(Luke 9:31). Since the average Bible un-
believer knows very little about the actual
results of a whirlwind in practice, you will
find him very ignorant on the subject of
tornadoes that have driven straws through
telephone poles and horses, emptied books
out of bookcases without taking up the
rugs, and emptied houses of furniture with-
out lifting the roof off the house. When these
things are called to his attention he will
believe them if he 1is intelligent. Yet,
strangely, he will not believe the same thing
in regards to a man in the Bible who was
seen by five (Elisha, Peter, James, John and
Jesus) who ALL knew more about spiritual
matters than he does! Strange situation!

Sixth and Seventh Space Trips

The sixth and seventh space trips were
accomplished by our Lord Himself. The
first was a neat excursion through the con-
stellations and galaxies and back to the
earth in less than two hours! Compare John
20:17 and Matt. 28:9. The second was done
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before the sight of 120 to 500 witnesses and
was called an “infallible proof” (Acts 1:2-
3). (Although the ASV and RSV take out
the word “Infallible” as it is their opinion
that maybe it wasn’t.) These two space
flights were called ASCENDANCIES, and
differ from all others in that person going
up under his own power (John 3:13) and
hence we read that although David went
up to Heaven with the Old Testament saints
(Matt. 27:50-54) he did not ascend. Only
Jesus could go in His own power, which is
what the word means.

Eighth Trip

The eighth trip was one for the purpose .

of obtaining data from outer space on the
third heaven (II Cor. 12:1-4) and the man
to go up (without a Christopher statue in
the rocket!) was the Apostle Paul. Some of
the information divulged at this recon-
aissance trip was reported to the earth upon
his return and some was not, but was with-
held until that famous trip into outer space
by John in revelation 4:1-3. And here is
where we see the stupidity of following
science to the grave (that is where it leads
and that is where it leaves you: It will be of
no help to you at all after you're buried.)
Science is a boy. Revelation is a man. Some-
times the man tells the boy some things he
wants to know, sometimes he doesn’t. Often
the boy brags about what he knows when
he’s told. Sometimes the man withholds in-
formation until he figures the boy can take
it without killing himself. Science is what
God in His mercy lets man find out, as it
pleases God for him to know it. Revelation
is what God has already shown that man
cannot accept until he is right INSIDE.
(Matt, 5:8).

) Ninth Trip
The ninth trip into outer space, beyond

By Dr. Peter Ruckman

the troposphere, ionosphere, exosphere, etc.,
was accomplished in the twinkling of an
eye by an unlearned fisherman (Acts 4:13)
about 1800 years before the Wright
Brothers started getting fancy (Rev. 4:1-3).
The date for this first flight was recorded in
the last book of the Bible and is generally
rejected by the majority of astronomers,
space scientists, and missile experts today.
Since it was recorded at a temperature of
absolute zero, where molecular action ceases
(Isa. 57:15) it is well able to predict with
scientific accuracy the FUTURE and so it
proceeds to do. Future? One united world
under one united church, all agreed that
the King James Bible is unscientific, that
any man who objects to man’s efforts to
save man by man’s methods in man’s way
is a trouble maker, radical, etc., and that
in order to buy or sell under the coming
“great new world” everyone must submit
to a centralized, economic-politico-religious
system, headed by the God of this world—
that great space-flight-planner—that pioneer
into the Universe—his majesty the Devil.
(Rev. 13-19) Posing, of course, as the
world’s saviour.

But there is no need to exhaust the sub-
ject here! There are three great flights into
space that are yet future, and to waste our
time piddling around with such maudlin
non-sense as “rockets to the moon” would
be degrading to a Christian’s station as an
ambassador to Christ. Rocket to the Moon?
Why stop at the moon and get buried there?
Why mess around with this puny little solar
system when God has plans to populate
the entire new heavens with a sinless race
under thHe government of His Son? (Luke
1:32-23, Isa. 9:6-7, Isa. 66:20-24, Rev.
22:1-2, Rev. 21:23-26.)

Rocket to the Moon? That old dead stuff?

(Continued on Page 15)
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Resolution
Passed

By the
North
Carolina
State
Col.wention
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HEREAS, Original Free Will Baptists

have had a continuous existence in
North Carolina, at least since the year
1727, and the oldest form of Original Free
Will Baptist organization beyond the local
church is the annual, -or general, confer-
ence, and

Whereas: In the year 1913 Original Free
Will Baptists of North Carolina formed this
State Convention, as an advisory body, to
solicit the co-operation of the conferences
and associations in promoting the work of
its various departments, and

Whereas: During and before 1935
Original Free Will Baptists of North Caro-
lina were a part of the Eastern General
Conference of Original Free Will Baptists,
and

Whereas: In 1935 the National Associa-
tion of Free Will Baptists was formed by
uniting the Eastern General Conference and
the Co-operative General Association; it
being agreed and understood that “neither
of the two shall in any way have jurisdiction
over the other” (Dodd, Page 120), and

Whereas: We have understood during the
entire time of our affiliation with the
National Association that our established
customs, usages, practices, and church
government were not a test of fellowship,
or the repudiation of the same a prerequisite
for membership in the National Association,
and

Whereas: For many years there has
seemed to be an ever increasing spirit of
animosity and opposition, on the part of
some elements of the National Association,
toward Original Free Will Baptists of North
Carolina and their programs, institutions,
and officials and

Whereas: The National Association did
in its 1961 session, place a new and different
interpretation upon the section, Provision
and Claim, on page 39 of the National
Treatise; disqualified for national office
several ministers who are in good and
regular standing with the North Carolina
State Convention of Original Free Will Bap-
tists and their respective conferences; and
made requests of the North Carolina
State Convention of Free Will Baptists
which it plainly cannot comply with without
violating its own “Statement of Faith and
Discipline for Original Free Will Baptists
of North Carolina” and the fundamental
doctrines, customs, usages, practices, and
church government which have been
established during many generations, and
which did exist before we become a part
of the National Association, and which we
believe have been the means of the preserva-
tion of our faith and heritage for many
generations, and

Whereas: We believe the above men-
tioned animosity, acts, and request by the
National Association have created such a
state of uncertainty and confusion among
the -officers, boards and committees of this
State Convention, the district bodies, min-

isters and local churches of this State Con-
vention, the district bodies, ministers and
local churches of this state, as to constitute
a state of emergency and that the above
does in fact make our established customs,
usages, practices, and church government a
test of fellowship and the repudiation of
the same a prerequisite for good standing in
the National Association, and

Whereas: We feel that this confusion and
state of emergency is neither edifying to our
denomination or glorifying to our Lord:

Therefore, be it resolved:

1. That we request the General Board of
the National Association of Free Will Bap-
tists to issue a clear, concise, and simple
statement of the exact present standing of
the North Carolina State Convention of
Original Free Will Baptist of North Caro-
lina in the National Association; that be-
cause of the urgency of the present state
of confusion and emergency, we respectfully
request that this statement be issued im-
mediately, and in no case later than January
1, 1962.

2. That until the exact standing of this
convention, in the National Association,
has been determined and the state of emer-
aency satisfactorily settled, we request the
officers, standing boards and committees of
this convention to refrain from active par-
ticipation in the formulation and execution
of the various programs of the National
Association, except that any agency receiv-
ing funds for any department of the
National Association shall faithfully for-
ward same to the proper department, and
that we advise the district bodies, ministers,
and churches who constitute this conven-
tion to follow the same course of action.

3. That we hereby designate the standing
members of this convention: namely, the
general officers, members of standing boards
and committees, as a special mediation and
fact finding committee, to represent this
convention in any necessary good-faith con-
ference with the General Board of the
National Association and that we hereby
empower this special committee to deter-
mine if and when the state of emergency
is satisfactorily settled and inform our peo-
ple, or if thought necessary to call a special
session of this convention.

4. That we hereby instruct the officers,
boards and committees of this convention,
in the event it proves impossible to settle
the emergency and it is determined that this
convention is not in good standing with the
National Association, that they begin im-
mediately. to formulate plans and policies
for a complete denominational program in
co-operation with other Original Free Will
Baptists who may desire fellowship with us.
Said plans and policies to be submitted to
any future regular or special session of this
convention.

5. That we do hereby call upon all Free
Will Baptists to pray for divine guidance in
the consideration of these matters.

CONTACT




Read It Through In 1962

Tre BisLe 1s A neglected book. Prac-
tically every Christian home has at least one
copy and even many non-Christian homes
have a “family” Bible, but the Bible is more
than a good luck charm to have around.
It is a living Book whose value can be
experienced only as it is read and studied.
Using the program as it has been planned,
churches can help people take the Bible
off the shelf and put it in the head and
heart.

1. “Read It Through in '62.” How many
people have ever read the Bible through?
Not enough, to be sure, so here is a plan
to get hundreds of thousands to sign cove-
nant cards that they will read it through
during 1962. Materials are available to
aid the local church in this program. There
are the covenant cards, a reading schedule
and check list showing how much must be
read each day in order to complete the
Bible during the year, poster for the bulletin
board, reminder book marks, and recog-
nition certificates to be awarded when the
reading is completed.

“Sign-Up Sunday” is on Universal Bible
Sunday-—December 10, 1961—and recog-
nition day for those who sign the covenant
cards is Sunday, December 31. The reading
begins on January 1.

Materials for this part of the program
are available from the Executive Depart-
ment, National Association of Free Will
Baptists, 3801 Richland Avenue, Nashville
5, Tennessee. Sample packets are $1.00.

2. “Help Someone Else Read It Through
in ’62.” This is an effort to see that all
foreign language groups in America’s com-
munities have an opportunity to read the
Word of God in their own language. Many
of them may not have Bibles. Churches
can perform a valuable ministry by placing
Bibles in these homes. These people can
be found by asking members of the congre-
gation to turn in names of those whom they
know or by taking a survey of the area
around the church.

The American Bible Society can supply
Scriptures at cost in over 100 languages.
Write them at 450 Park Avenue, New York
22, N.Y., and ask about Scriptures in the
languages you need.

3. “Nationwide Reading of the Christmas
Story.” Roy Rogers and Dale Evans will
be serving as co-chaimen of the family
Bible reading emphasis. As a part of this
NAE will be sharing in the American Bible
Society’s third annual family reading of the
Christmas story on Christmas Eve. The
Society can provide attractive Gospel por-
tions containing the Christmas story at low
cost for quantity distribution. Families all
over the nation are urged to join the Roy
Rogers’ family in this meaningful family
observance.
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4. Public Bible Reading. To give com-
munity-widfe interest to this program and
to get the Word of God before people,
ministerial associations or fellowships should
sponsor a public reading of the Bible in
their cities. In order to give national coordi-
nation, this should take place either the
week preceding Reformation Sunday (Oc-
tober 23-27) or the week preceding Uni-

versal Bible Sunday (December 4-8). The .

New Testament can be read through in
five days by reading six hours a day.

This could be done in cooperation with
a local department store, in the city square,
in a shopping center, or other location
where people could be exposed to the Word.

The World Home Bible League is making
available free copies of a large-type edition
of the Gospel of John for distribution dur-
ing the reading. Churches may order these
through their nearest NAE office at no
cost except postage. (The addresses of
these offices are given below).

Addresses of NAE officers: NAE Head-
quarters Office, Box 28, Wheaton, Ill.; NAE
Eastern Region, 1061 Memorial Ave., Wil-
liamsport, Pa.; NAE Southwest Region,
15842 East Russell St., Whittier, Calif.;
NAE Midwest Region, 542 South Dearborn
St., Chicago 5, Ill., and NAE Northwest
Region, 507 Governor Building, Portland 4,
Oregon.

Return the Bible

To the Heart of the Nation

NAE offers a four-point program:
e Bible Reading

shopping centers, etc.
e Bible Preaching

e Bible Study

o Bible Distribution

Executive Department
3801 Richland Avenue
Nashville 5, Tennessee

Please send me the following:

community. Free.

Name

National awards for the best sermon on Bible Sunday, December 10,
1961, on the Place of the Bible in the Life of the Nation.

First Award—a trip to the Holy land.

Second Award-—200 books for the minister’s library.

Third Award—a complete Audio Bible Sacred Record Library. l

Bible study in homes and Bible study
programs for churches. A thorough list of Bible study helps is available.

The encouragement of Daily

One million copies of the Gospel of John available for free distribution
as well as Scriptures in foreign languages and Braille.
Pastors and church leaders should join in the nationwide program to help bring
our nation back to the Book upon which it was founded.
--------------------------- Clip and Mail Todayl === === === = e~

National Association of Free Will Baptists

In this time of peril the National Association of Evangelicals urges that the
Christians of America join together to return the Book which made this country
great back to the heart and center of our national life. To meet this need the

An effort to enlist 10 million Americans to read the Bible through in
I ’62 and to encourage the public reading of the Scriptures in parks,

-

Yes! I want to have a part in returning the Bible to the heart of the nation.

[ Sample packet of materials for “Read it through in *62.” I enclose $1.
Instruction Sheet and order blank for “Read it through in '62.” Free.
Information on how to set up a public reading of the Bible in my

Bibliography on Bible study materials. Free.

O
O
O Complete rules on “The Bible in National Life Sermon Awards.” Free.
|
[0 Information on how to get free gospels for distribution.

Address . :

.City

Zone State
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Your
Letter
Is

A
Ballot

By Marshall Billings

ow many times did you vote during
che past year?

Once? Only once?

You could have voted much oftener.
Indeed, you should have!

You could have voted on every bill con-
sidered in Congress and by the White House.
You could have voted on every issue
debated in your state legislature or city
council. You could have voted for or against
any television program which you viewed,
any radio program you heard. You could
have voted on any newspaper or magazine
article that you read.

Like wvoting in political elections, this
type of voting is more than a privilege. It
is an obligation. Especially for Christians.

And it is easy to vote in these elections.
You don’t even leave your home. Your
writing table becomes your polling booth.
The ballots are your letters—compliments
and complaints—that you aim at public
officials, editors and advertisers.

Evangelicals complain generously to each
other about political developments, about
unfair treatment in the news, about morally
objectionable radio and television shows.

But are these complaints effective? Do
they help to improve the objectionable
situations? Of course not—they are made to
the wrong people. To be effective, the com-
plaints must reach those responsible for
the disappointing political developments.
slanted news stories, smutty television and
radio programs.

How can these people be reached? By
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letter, of course. And every letter that you
write—every letter of praise or protest—
is a vote that will weigh in future decisions
made by the person who receives it.

Do letters really count? Are they really
read?

Public officials do read them and do heed
their contents, according to two men who
speak for organizations in Washington, D.C,
Dr. Clyde W. Taylor, secretary of public
affairs for the National Association of
Evangelicals, says: “I presume that as a
preacher I wrote as few letters to govern-
ment officials as anybody. Yet I am now
thoroughly sold on the usefulness of this
method and we have used it on occasion
with excellent results.”

This opinion is shared by C. Stanley
Lowell, associate director of Protestants and
Other Americans United for Separation of
Church and State. Mr. Lowell cites this
example of the power of letters: “Just a
few years ago an American President
appointed an ambassador to the Vatican.
The greatest volume of mail that ever
developed on a single issue in the history
of the United States descended on Washing-
ton. It literally compelled the cancellation
of this nefarious enterprise.”

How about editors? Are they, like public
officials, impressed by letters? Let another
authority on letter writing answer that
question. The Reverend Bernard Bassett,
S.I., director of the Sodalities of Our Lady
in England, told a group of sodalists in
Cleveland of this experience. “Each sodal-
ity,” he said, “has at least one institute a
year on how to write a letter to the editor
of newspapers and magazines. The possi-
bility of bringing Catholic influence on
editors of the press is too important to pass
up.”

The Reverend Bassett then recounted the
success which English Catholics had in
writing to editors and store managers to ask
that nativity crib scenes be put into win-
dows and public places at Christmas. The
campaign was so successful that the govern-
ment even included a crib in its Christmas
decorations on Trafalgar Square. “Letter
writing,” says Father Bassett, “good letter
writing, did the trick.”

Are American editors similarly influenced
by letters from readers? A Christian news-
paperman tells a story which answers that
question. A large-city paper began to pub-
lish Billy Graham’s daily column. The
Christian writer naturally was pleased to
see Mr. Graham’s witness in the paper and
hoped that Christian readers would express
their appreciation for the column. He dis-
cussed it with a friend on the newspaper
who told him that not one reader had
written to express interest in the column.
The paper no longer carries it. There was
no evidence that it was appreciated—so it
was dropped. (And dozens of Christians
doubtless complained to themselves and to
each other because newspapers “won’t pub-
lish -anything about evangelical Christian-
ity.”)

The other side of the coin is revealed by
a little article clipped from the comic page
of another paper published in the same
city. The article reads in part: “Your
favorite comic strip will be back
Several hundred readers have called and
written to ask if the Toodles’ absence is
permanent. It definitely is not . . .”

And so in this large city a comic strip
flourishes in one paper while a column
expounding Christianity dies in another.
Why? Because editors guaged reader in-
terest by reader response. After all, how
else could they tell what the readers want?

What about radio and television? Could
your letters help to clean up the programs
about which you so often complain? Paul
Molloy, highly-regarded television editor of
the Chicago Sun-Times answers that ques-
tion. Hear him: “A highly placed advertising
man once told me that a dozen—repeat: a
dozen—Iletters from viewers on the spon-
sor’s desk were sufficient to raise old harry
all the way down the line, through the com-
pany’s advertising representative to the
office of the network exchequer.”

Just imagine what you and eleven other
action-minded Christians could accom-
plish!

Letters are effective, according to these
authorities in three different fields. Why is
this true? It’s simple. The politician wants
your vote at the next election. The editor
wants you to buy his newspaper or maga-
zine. The advertiser on television or radio
wants you to buy his product.

Complimentary letters to them lets them
know that you are a satisfied customer and
encourages them to continue as they have
been doing. Your complaint to one of
them tells him that you are dissatisfied with
his service. It is a warning that you are
likely to quit patronizing him.

“Agreed that it pays to write letters.

This question then: Why do so few
Christians  witness in this manner? Why
didn’t at Ieast jone Christian among the
dozens who doubtless enjoyed the Billy
Graham column write these six simple
words: “Thanks for the Billy Graham
articles”?

That question is answered by the same
Christian newspaperman who related the
incident. “Protestants,” he says, “particularly
evangelical Protestants, tend to have an in-
feriority complex when it comes to writing
letters to newspapers. Or maybe it’s just
laziness.”

Inferiority complex . . . laziness . .
both reasons probably figure large in the
lack of Christian witness by mail. If you
haven’t voted regularly by mail, quite likely
“inferiority complex” is the main reason.
You just didn’t know how influential your
letters can be. You didn’t know that your
votes really count in these continuing elec-
tions.

Of course, you can’t plead that excuse
after reading this article. You now know
that your letters do count.

That leaves you just one excuse!

CONTACT




HEN you accept Jesus Christ as your

Saviour you have entered a new life,
for Christianity IS a life. Salvation is an
event—the Christian life is a process. To
become a Christian is to be “born again,”
this time into the family of God. But after
birth, we must go and grow and glow for
Christ. Your Heavenly Father is vitally in-
terested that you should live a life which
honors Him. Here are a few suggestions
which will help you to “grow in grace and
in the knowledge of Christ.”

1. Earnestly Resolve to Live the
Christian Life

I mean really live it. Do not ever be con-
tent to just “drift along.” Purpose in your
heart to be the very best Christian you
know.

Don’t be surprised to learn that the devil
and all his hosts will be arrayed against you,
endeavoring to hinder and thwart you. Take
refuge in the fact that your mighty “Cap-
tain” has never yet lost one of His followers.
You can, and will, win in His strength.

The Christian life is already filled with
mediocre Christians. God desires that you
should be an ever victorious one. Decide
that you will be just that kind, by His
grace, (I Corinthians 15:57.)

2. Read Your Bible Consistenily

This wonderful Book of books is actually
your spiritual food. Never will you have
strength in spiritual things without these
spiritual “vitamins.” Ignorance of the Bible
is at the bottom of practically every failure
in the Christian life. You should no more
omit daily reading than daily feeding.

It’s good to have a regular time to read.
Early morning is an excellent time. Own a
good Bible and make carefully written notes
in the margin. Memorize precious passages.

Carry a pocket Testament with you at all
times and in odd moments improve the
time by taking a “snack.” Make the Book
your very own., Persevere in this study. (II
Timothy 2:15.) Every problem in life is
answered within its pages.

3. Pay Special Attention to Your
Prayer Life

Here is the “power line” for your Chris-
tian life. Here is also the point that Satan
will attack first. Purpose that you will not
let anything interfere with the daily com-
munion with your Heavenly Father. Learn
to “pray without ceasing.” That is, to live
momentarily in the atmosphere of prayer.

Talk to your newly found Friend con-
cerning every part of your life. Remember
to thank Him for all His blessings. Keep
that “private wire” to the throne of grace
in constant use. (Philippians 4:6, 7.)

4. Let All Your Friends Know Just
Where You Stand
The first thing you should do after you
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have become a Christian is to tell ten of
your friends. Then make a life-long habit of
introducing Jesus Christ to all your acquaint-
ances.

Do not be surprised if some of your for-
mer friends “drop” you. A friend that
isn’t also a friend of Christ’'s might some
day come between you and your Saviour.
Youll find that youwll gain some valuable
friends, too.

One of your greatest joys will be the
bringing of your friends to know Jesus
Christ. (John 1:40-42.)

5. Seek and Join a Good Bible Church

Here is the very best place for you to
grow in the Christian life. Here you will
find precious fellowship with God’s people.
Here will open opportunities for service.

Find a church that whole-heartedly
believes and teaches the Bible as the Word
of God, and the blood of Jesus Christ as
the only remedy for sin. When you have
found such, join it. Be baptized and attend
faithfully.

Seck to be of real service in every way
you can. No Church is perfect, but it is
God’s divinely appointed institution, and
the nearest approach to heaven’s perfect
fellowship that we have here below. Above
all, be faithful. (Matthew 16:18.)

6. Put Your Lord First in Everything

A successful shoe manufacturer in a Mid-
western city has this motto hanging over
his desk:

GOD FIRST—FAMILY SECOND—

SHOES THIRD ;

All things will fall quite naturally into
their proper place and relation if you will
be careful to put God first. You will not
find this easy to do, for many things, even
“pood things,” will clamor for your time
and attention. But make this an iron-clad
rule that you will “seek first the Kingdom
of God and His righteousness.”

Test your occupation, your amusements,
your pleasures by the yardsticks found in
Colossians 3:17 and I Corinthians 10:31.

Measure everything that comes into your

life by the standard of whether or not it is
well-pleasing to Christ.

7. Follow the New Testament Teaching
on Stewardship

God has not left us in doubt about
money. First we are to understand that all
we have belongs to God. We belong to Him
too.

And the possessions which He has given
into our hands are there as a sacred trust.
We must be careful to use them all to the
glory of God.

But God is practical too, and tells us to
give our money weekly, proportionately,
and cheerfully to His cause. There are
promises too, that those who “sow bounti-
fully” in God’s vineyard, shall “reap boun-
tifully” of true riches, of peace, of joy, as
well as the satisfaction of knowing that we
are “laying up treasure in heaven.” (I
Corinthians 16:2; II Corinthians 9:6-9.)

8. Learn to Listen to the Voice
of the Holy Spirit

This wonderful fact is gloriously true.
That the Third Person of the Trinity, who is
the Holy Spirit of God takes up His abode
(forever) in the hearts of those who are
God’s children by faith in Jesus Christ.

He is there for the purpose of making
your life a success in the truest sense of the
word. He is possessed of all wisdom and
power. And His desire for your life is that
you may fruly show forth the glories of
your Saviour.

You can become the success which the
Holy Spirit intends that you should be, as
you daily yield your will to His blessed will.
Morning by morning should find you com-
mitting your life to His direction. Moment
by moment should find you depending
upon Him.

You can safely trust your all to Him. No
tragedy in the Christian life is greater than
that of failing to follow the guidance of
the Holy Spirit. Peace, power, wisdom and
victory are all bound up in His leading. (I
Corinthians 6:19; Galatians 5:16.)

(Continued on Page 16)

How To Live The Christian Lite

By William W. Orr

From the Book

“The Most Important Thing in Life”
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Q.

. The twelve apostles

By Louis H. MoULTON

I need some help terribly. My husband
has little consideration for me and his
affection for me seems motivated only
by the sex desire. Are all men like this?
Is my husband typical of the male? Do
I expect too much from marriage? Does
the average husband just lust instead of
love? I feel like just a convenience to him
and wonder if I’ll ever learn to accept
and become accustomed to this and be
able to live with it. What is wrong? Is
it me?

. Your preparation for marriage has been

totally inadequate concerning the in-
timacies of marriage. A common com-
plaint among women with problems such
as yours seems to point to the fact that
you think on the sexual need as being
only the man’s need. You need to
recognize that you, too, have a need for
tender love in a happy union sexually.
In 1 Corinthians 7:5 husbands and wives
are told “Defraud ye not one the other,
except it be with consent for a time . . .
and come together again, that Satan
tempt you not for your incontinency.”
Recognize your own need and talk frank-
ly to your husband about it. Get him to
go with you and talk it over with your
pastor. You may be surprised at the
difference in your own outlook.

I have heard you and others say that
we will recognize our loved ones in
heaven. I am wondering however about
what our family relationship will be in
heaven.

. Just as Moses and Elijah were known

by Peter, James and John in Matthew 17
we will without doubt know our fathers,
mothers, children and loved ones. But
since Jesus will be the center of all glory,
the preeminent One, our relationship to
Him will by far transcend any prior
earthly relationship.

We speak of the twelve apostles and of
the twelve disciples. What is the dif-
ference?

were the “sent
forth” ones with the kingdom message
of the Lord Jesus Christ during the
transitory period between law and grace.
They were chosen by the Lord, Himself,
and endued with unusual power in pro-
claiming the message of His resurrec-
tion. They also were disciples, as is every
dedicated child of God, inasmuch as the
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word disciple carries the meaning of
“follower,” “believer on,” “dedicated to,”
etc.

There is so much talk of “segregation”
and “intergration” in these days. My
neighbor is a staunch segregationist and
says she doesn’t want any Negro blood
running through the veins of her grand-
children. Would intermarriage affect the
blood between whites and blacks?

. It would not. If your friend has ever

had a transfusion in a hospital she may
have received Negro blood at the time,
that is if the blood came from the Red
Cross or a blood bank. There is no
difference in the blood of the races
whether red, white, black or yellow. Acts
17:26 says “God . . . hath made of one
blood all nations of men for to dwell
on all the face of the earth.”

Near where I live there is a mnudist
colony. Some of their advocates say that
nudism is the way God originally in-
tended for us to live and thercfore we
should get back to it. What do you say?

. These colonists of nudism are not alone

in their thinking. You can find multitudes
who agree with them if you make a trip
to the bathing beaches or even to the
grocery store or on the street or almost
anywhere. Modern day nudism, without
any doubt at all, is a thing of the devil.
It is a disgrace to human decency and
has no place in the life of a Christian.

Do you think that Clristians should take
part in political elections by going to the
polls to vote?

. Very definitely, yes. If someone without
proper convicitions is elected as sheriff,

mayor, governor or president and we
did not vote against them, then we can
partially blame ourselves for their being
in office. To refrain from voting in a
free election is to invite a dictatorship. I
cannot find in the Bible anything con-
trary or which would forbid voting.

Is there any scripture which forbids
ordaining a twice married man whose
first wife is still living? He says he is
called of God and wants to pastor a
church.

. T would not have any part in ordaining

such a man. Paul, writing to Titus in
chapter one verse six, says concerning
pastors “If any be blameless, The hus-
band of one wife . ..” If a man cannot
meet these qualifications as given in the
Word of God, then he might as well
recognize that he cannot scripturally
serve as a pastor. He can be used as a
witness and serve in many other capaci-
ties as a Christian. But as a pastor, if he
cannot meet the scriptural qualifications,
then I would not recognize any so-called

" “call to the ministry” nor would I lay

hands on him to ordain him.

5

Cooperative Receipts
Move Back To Normal

After suffering a slump in the month of
Tuly, Cooperative receipts moved back to
normal during August. Total receipts for the
month totaled $5,134.32 with an additional
$52.62 coming in as designated funds. This
fine response is greatly appreciated by all
departments of our national work.

With year-end activities upon us, each
department of work is anxious to reach
its budget for the year. Perhaps your church
would consider doing just a little more in
the way of cooperative giving in order that
all needs might be supplied.

AUGUST COOPERATIVE RECEIPTS

Undesignated
ALABAMA
Good Water church, Slocomb  5.00
First church, Huntsville 51.40
First church, Dothan 133.49 189.89
ARKANSAS
State association 279.11
ARIZONA
First association 25.00
CALIFORNIA
State association 524.60
FLORIDA
State association 15.04
GEORGIA
State association 255.63
ILLINOIS
State association 311.63
MISSOURI
New Harmony S. S., Greentop 17.33
Macedonia church, Purdy 77.13
State association 1,605.40 1,699.86
NEW MEXICO
First church, Grants 75.58
First church, Hobbs 79.14
First association 5.55 160.27
NORTH CAROLINA
Swannanoa church 180.40
Fellowship church, New Bern 88.62 269.02
OHIO
Franklin church 11.94
OKLAHOMA
State association 791.89
TENNESSEE
Horton Heights church,
Nashville 74.55
Wooddale church, Knoxville 1890
Oak Grove church, Charlotte 13.61
Blue Springs church,
Columbia 10.00 117.06
TEXAS
State association 328.17
VIRGINIA
Bethany church, Norfolk 155.21
5,134.32
DESIGNATED FUNDS
Florida 35.63
South Carolina 16.99 52.62
5,186.94
DISBURSEMENTS
Foreign Missions 1,436.06
Executive Department 1,223.54
Bible College 1,004.97
Home Missions 700.90
Sunday School Board 256.71
League Board 256.70
Board of Superannuation 150.03
Headquarters Trustees 154.03 5,186.94
CONTACT




— CL1P FOR NO1TEBOUK —

— CLIP FOR NOTEBOOK —

Know Yowur

HAT IS THE PROPER way to handle a
W church split? And not just an ordi-
nary split at that, but one that has four
parts? This confronted the Apostle Paul as
he wrote this epistle to the Corinthians. In
fact, here is a book which may be of great
help ot any church facing internal prob-
lems.

First Corinthians is a book of reproof
and replies. The reproof was concerning
divisions in the church at Corinth and the
replies are answers Paul gave to the ques-
tions the church had raised.

Thiessen correctly states that this epistle
gives us the best picture of the life and
problems of a primitive local church. And
that, it gives us the “most exhaustive dis-
cussion of the questions of marriage and
separation (ch. 7), the most noble char-
acterization of love (ch. 13), and the most
thorough treatment of the doctrine of the
resurrection (ch. 15).”

The story of the founding of the
Corinthian church is in Acts 18. We find
here that Paul met Aquila and Priscilla in
Corinth and worked and lived with them.
Other important events are, Paul’s turning
from the Jews to the Gentiles, the conver-
sion of Crispus, chief ruler of the synagogue,
the vision assuring Paul of “much people”
in that city, and the insurrection before
Gallio.

If the Gospel was ever “put to the test”
it really was in the city of Corinth. Corinth
was exceedingly wicked city. To be immoral
was to be religious here, and the more im-
moral one was, the more religious he was
regarded to be. Throughout the Roman
Empire, Corinth had gained a name for her-
self—a name of derision and shame. To call
a person a “Corinthian” was considered a
curse of great insult. And yet, it was to this
city the Holy Spirit led Paul. It was here
that a large church was established with
people from every level of society.

The immediate conditions in the Corin-
thian church that needed attention are the
following: the divisions, the incestuous
church member, the law-suit trouble in
heathen courts and quite a few general
worship disorders. A simple, yet complete,
outline of I Corinthians is the following:

Salutation, 1:1-9
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STUDY IN FIRST CORINTHIANS

Charles A. Thigpen

1. Correcting the reported conditions,
1:10-6:20
A. Rebuking the factious spirit, 1:10-
4:21
B. Rebuking the toleration of incest,
5:1-13
C. Rebuking the law-suits in heathen

courts, 6:1-8
D. Rebuking general impurity, 6:9-20
II. Answering their questions, 7:1-15:58
A. Concerning marriage, 7:1-40
B. Concerning meats offered to idols,
8:1-11:1
C. Concerning women in public wor-
ship, 11:2-16
D. Concerning
E
F

the Lord’s supper,
11:17-34
. Concerning spiritual gifts, 12:1-
14:40
. Concerning the resurrection, 15:1-

58

Conclusion, 16:1-24

The underlying theme of this book is
expressed in two verses, I Corinthians 1:30,
31, “But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who
of God is made unto us wisdom, and right-
eousness, and sanctification and redemption.
That, according as it is written, He that
glorieth, let him glory in the Lord.” These
Corinthian Christians had Dbeen exalting
human wisdom and glorying in various
leaders—Paul, Apollos, etc. Paul states
clearly that Christ is our wisdom and He
is the only One that should receive glory.

To show how effectively Paul answers
the evils of glorying in men, Dr. J. Sidlow
Baxter presents the following evidence:

I. Man-exalting schisms (1:10-17) are
wrong because salvation by the cross sets
aside man’s wisdom altogether (1:18-31).

II. Man-exalting schisms are wrong be-
cause the true wisdom is imparted by the
Holy Spirit, not by man (2:5-13).

III. Man-exalting schims are wrong be-
cause human teachers are only stewards:
power is of God (3:5, 6, 21; 4:1).

IV. Such “gloryings” (5:2) are a mockery
(5:6) while flagrant evils are condoned—

incest, lawsuits, and impurity!

A passage from this letter that has helped

me over many rough places is I Corinthians
1:26-29. 1 have found comfort and great
blessing from these verses especially during
times of discouragement. I find here that
God did not call many wise, mighty or
noble men. Now, I am realistic enough to
know that I am not numbered among
these, though some Christians are. Then as
I read further, “God hath chosen the foolish
things . . . weak things . . . base things . . .
and things which are despised . . . and
things which are not,” here I can readily
see myself and I suppose most Christians.
That’s what most of us are, we are God’s
“gre nots.” But God had a holy purpose in
His choice, for we read, “That no flesh
should glory in his presence.” Oh, how
wonderful that “God hath chosen us;” weak,
frail, stumbling finite creatures—and vyet,
God has chosen us to confound the wise,
confound the things which are mighty, to
bring to nought things that are.
' There are many other verses in this great
epistle T would like to comment on, but time
and space will not allow. However, there
is one further verse that has been such a
blessing to so many, I must point it out.
This could be called the believers’ victory
verse; “There hath no temptation taken you
but such as is common to man: but God
is faithful who will not suffer you to be
tempted above that ye are able; but will
with the temptation also make a way to
escape, that ye may be able to bear it.”
(I Cor. 10:13). Please note that your
temptations and mine are not exceptional—
they are and always will be, “common to
man.” Also consider that God promises two
things and assures them to us on the basis of
His faithfulness: one is that the temptation
will be bearable and the other is that there
will always be provided a way of escape.
Mark it down that God pledges overcoming
victory for His believing children. May
God grant that we will always rely on Him
and follow His leading. T trust that as you
study this wonderful Corinthian letter you
will permit God to speak to your own-heart
and life to the end that “ye may be blame-
less in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.”
(I Cor. 1:8).
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GLANCING AROUND THE STATES

celebrate the final payment of the church’s
property valued at $12,000.

Taking part in the dedication were Rev.
D. L. Sharp, pastor; Rev. Victor Neuen-
schwander, assistant pastor; Rev. Harmon
Herndon, former assistant pastor; and Rev.
E. B. McDonald, clerk of the Cumberland
Association of Free Will Baptists. Rev. J. P.
Barrow, Bible instructor at Free Will Bap-
tist Bible College, prayer the prayer of
dedication.

The church was established as a mission
in 1956 under the leadership of Mr. Sharp
and Mr. Herndon and in 1957 was organ-
ized as a church with 18 charter members.

N. C. Pastor Resigns

DURHAM, N.C.—Rev. George C. Lee,
pastor of Shady Grove Free Will Baptist
Church, recently announced his resignation
to the church to become effective on Nov-
ember 24. Mr. Lee has accepted the
pastorate of the Albany, Georgia, church.

Kansas City Churches Meet

KANSAS CITY, KANSAS—The Free Will
Baptist churches of the Greater Kansas City
Quarterly Meeting met with the New Hope
Church September 8 and 9. The Rev. O.
T. Allred, moderator of the Missouri State
Association was guest speaker for the open-
ing service.

Rev. Ralph Cook, Rev. Woodrow Matt-
hews and Rev. Elmer Russell spoke on
the theme “The Teaching Mission of the
Church” during the Saturday session of the
meeting. In other action, the group voted
to conduct a missionary conference during
the new quarterly meeting and also organ-
ized a “Church Extension Club” to assist
the organization of new Free Will Baptist
churches in the area.

Minister, Deacon Ordained in
Arkansas

BRADFORD, ARK.—The Annual meeting
of the Polk Bayou Association of Free Will
Baptists was held at Oakland Church near
here September 9. The Reverend H. A.
Lewis delivered the Memorial sermon dur-
ing the 11 o’clock worship hour.

The Association, composed of 16
churches, ordained Billy Willhite to the
ministry and Brother Bob Henly as a
deacon. Rev. Clarence Campbell was
named as moderator and Mrs. M. B.
Williams as secretary-freasurer.

California Pastor Ministers

To National Park Church

CERES, CALIF.—Rev. Joe Mooneyham,
pastor of the Village Chapel Free Will Bap-
tist Church, recently served as minister in
the Church of the Sequaia at Cedar Grove
Camp in King’s Canyon National Park,
California. His appointment to serve in this
capacily came through the National Associa-
tion of Evangelicals.
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JouN EpwaArps

Dothan Pastors Ferm Fellowship
DOTHAN, ALABAMA — Recv. John
Edwards, pastor of First church here, was
recently elected president of a newly-formed
Fundamental Ministerial Fellowship com-
posed of some 25 pastors, representing 11
denominations.

The "group has confacted Dr. Bob Jones
for a three-day meeting in November and
together they are in the process of organ-
izing a Youth for Christ Fellowship for the
Dothan area.

Mr. Edwards is a graduate of Free Will
Baptist Bible College and also serves as
Chaplain of the Dothan Squadron of the
Civil Air Patrol where he holds the rank
of First Lieutenant.

N. C. Church to Build

BEAUFORT, N. C.—The First Church
here, recently adopted plans for a $50,000
educational building to be built adjacent to
the present church property at Turner and
Broad streets. Property for the proposed
building was purchased in March of this
year.

The new building will be a two-story brick
structure consisting of twenty classrooms,
three assembly rooms, rest rooms, a study
and a church office. John R. Valentine and
Associates, architects, have been employed
by the church and the building contract was
awarded to the Tierney-Barnes Construction
Co., of Winston-Salem, N. C. Work is ex-
pected to begin by the middle of September.

The Sunday school has averaged a record
high of 227 for the first eight months of this
year as a result of a concerted effort of
teacher training, the pastor, Rev. Randy
Cox, related.

In other action, the church unanimously
adopted a resolution reaffirming their
traditional form of congregational church
government.

, vealed. During
- the evangelist will be conducting meetings

fowa Church Breaks Record

BETTENDORF, IOWA.—The Riverview
Free Will Baptist Church organized here
recently continues to grow in all phases of
its work, according to the pastor, Rev. Dale
Skiles. Sunday school attendance averaged
98 for the first weeks of September with the
Leagues topping attendance records of 70.

The church was organized by the National
Home Missions Board under the direction of
Rev. Harvey E. Hill, board member, who
conducted a revival in the Iowa town last
May. :

The Reverend Skiles said, “I know that
the members of the Riverview church join
me inextending our deepest appreciation and
thanks to God for the dedicated men who
work so faithfully on our Home Mission
Board. Without their help, there would be
no Free Will Baptist Church in ITowa.”

Missouri Church
Builds for 600
BERKELEY, MO.—The First Church of
Berkeley, presently engaged in a building
program, expects occupancy of their new
sanctuary somtime after the first of the year,
according to the pastor, Rev. Harvey Hill.
The new sanctuary will seat approximately
600 and there are several additional class-
rooms planned to aid the growing church.
The value of the new building will be
approximately $100,000.00 and was financed
through a bond issue recently.

Has Some Open Dates

FAYETTEVILLE, N. C.—Rev. Fred Kirby,
evangelist of North Carolina, who has been
conducting several revival meetings in the
midwest, including Texas, Oklahoma and
Missouri, has some open dates for meetings
during - the month of November, it was re-
September and October,

in Florida and the eastern area. Brother
Kirby lives at 201 Kirkland Dr., Fayette-
ville, N. C,

Texas Women Hold Convention

HOUSTON, TEXAS—The Woman’s Auxil-
iary Convention of the Central Texas Dis-
trict met with the First church here Septem-
ber 19. Mrs. H. Ray Berry, president,
presided over the meeting which used the
theme “Greater Love.”

California Church Completes
Building

CONCORD, CALIF.—The Free Will Bap-
tist church here recently completed a new
educational building at a cost of $27,500.
The new addition has eight new classrooms
and two assembly rooms for Primaries and
Juniors.

The VBS held during the month of
August brought a total enrollment of 81 and
an average attendance of 58. Offerings of
$23.03 for the school was sent to the
National Home Mission Board.

Brother Odes Faries was elected as pas-
tor and took over his duties July Ist.
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Will They Ever Land
Man On the Moon?

(Continued from Page 5)

Man, that’s as outdated as the Charleston
or the Big Apple! Rocket to the Moon? Let’s
talk about something interesting. That's a
bore.

1. Every saved person from the descent
of the Holy Spirit (Acts 2 to the rapture)
(I Thess. 4) is going to take a trip out of
this galaxy (I Cor. 5:56). Dead or alive
they’re going (John 11:25-26, Song of
Solomon 2-8:13.)

2. Every saved person from the Rapture
to the Advent is going on the same trip at
the end of Daniels’s 70th week, about two
months before the battle of Armageddon.
Rev. 11:11-12—14:15-16—Isa. 26:17-21).

3. Every saved person from the Advent
to the White Throne (Rev. 20:1-11) is
going to be transported to the New
Heavens and the New Earth through fire
without the smell of smoke on them.
(Daniel 3:25-27.)

Will men land on the moon? They MAY,
but they will never subdue it for a civiliza-
tion. (I use the word lightly for want of a
better one. Columbus discovery enabled us
to have global war instead of contincntal
war. We've buried more people and blown
up more but human naturc hasn’t changed
any. A moon “station will obviously be a
military base for future bombardment. God
gave man three territories to run (Gen.
1:26-28) and is specifically told to stay out
of the second and third heavens (Psalm
115:16). Any effort in this way, may win
a temporary victory, but cannot succeed
temporarily for God Himself will intervene
exactly as He did in Genesis 11. The
second heavens have something in them!
(Eph. 6:9-13). They have someone in them.
(I Pet. 5:8) Our poor deluded missile ex-
perts and atomic scientists have already
ruled their adversaries out as not fitting their
investigation. That is the greatest mistake a
man can make—to underestimate the
strength of his opponent. And some of you
reading this article have already made the
fatal mistake. You never dreamed that your
opponent is religious, believes the Bible,
quotes it, translates it, changes it, denies it,
mutilates it, imitates it, and has plans to use
science to his own advantage to gain the
homage of mankind. He desires to be wor-
shipped for he is “A” God. (II Cor. 4:1-4).
Repent and believe the Gospel. Before Satan
“sews it up” and harnesses science and
education to his chariots of damnation and
takes over the entire United Nations struc-
ture, get right! Christ died for your sins
according to the Scripture. He was buried
and rose the third day from the dead and
He is coming to translate the Christians,
living and dead, into the realms of cloudless
day beyond the reaches of telescopes. In
such an hour as you think not, the Son of
Man cometh! Are you ready? If not, trust
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His death on Calvary’s cross to take away
your sins and trust His resurrection to justify
you before God (Rom. 5:23-25) and rest
assured that His revelation and grace are
so far ahead of science they will never catch
up.
“Seek ye out of the Book of the Lord
and read: no one of these shall fail; none
shall want her mate.” Isaiah 34:16.

Certain chemists have analyzed the
chemical constitution of an average man
thus: #

Enough fat to make seven bars of
soap.

Enough iron to make a medium-sized
nail.

Enough lime to whitewash a chicken
coop.

Enough sugar to fill a salt shaker.

Enough phosphorous to make 2,200
match tips.

Enough magnesia for one dose.

Enough potassium to explode a toy
cannon.

A little sulphur.

All this would sell on the market for
about 98 cents.

We can see from that that man is not
worth much from a material standpoint.
Jesus had something else in mind when he
made that contrast with the world and gave
the great lesson Profit and Loss, “What shall
it profit a man if he gain the whole world
and lose his soul?” And yet some give more
attention to the physical man than they do
to the soul!

IN THE
VINEYARD

Bible College President L. C. Johnson
spoke at the South Georgia association
September 22, attended the Arkansas State
association at Conway, September 28, and
will attend the Oklahoma State association
at Duncan, October 19-20.

Scheduled to speak at the South Carolina
Conference at Hemingway on October 19-20
is Dean Charles A. Thigpen. Mr. Thigpen
attended the Jasper association at Phil
Campbell, Alabama, September 30.

Jakie Creech, administrative assistant,
represented the Bible College at the Ten-
nessee River association, Collingwood, on
September 15; the Muscle Shoals State Line
association, Lexington, Alabama, September
22; and the Northeast Mississippi associa-
tion, Tupelo, on September 28.

Executive. Secretary Billy A. Melvin
attended the Missionary Conference in

Nashville on October 3-4 followed by two
days of activity in the annual meeting of
the Executive Committee of the National
Association. On October 9-11, Mr. Melvin
will attend the Board of Administration
meeting of NAE and the General Council
of NSSA in Detroit. The following week
Mr. Melvin will represent the National
Association at the Tennessee State associa-
tion in Columbia and will leave Nashville
on October 24 for an extended itinerary to
visit churches in Washington, D. C., Mary-
land, New Jersey, Connecticut, Rhode
Island, New Hampshire, and Maine.

Homer Willis, Director of Home Mis-
sions, attended the annual Missionary Con-
ference in Nashville October 3-4. He also
spoke at the Western Quarterly Meeting,
Carlise, Tennessee, October 7, and attended
the Cumberland association of Tennessee on
October 11-12. October 16-22, Mr. Willis
will be in revival services at Hull Road
church, Snow Hill, North Carolina. Novem-
ber 5-12 he will be in missionary conferences
in the Central Conference of North Caro-
lina.

Executive Secretary of the WNAC, Mrs.
Eunice Edwards, attended the Missionary
Conference in Nashville on October 3-4.
During October 5-9 Mrs. Edwards was
engaged in study courses in the Detroit area
followed by a meeting of the Executive
Committee of Woman’s Fellowship, NAE,
on October 10. Following these meetings
Mrs. Edwards will attend the Woman’s
Convention of Negro Free Will Baptists in
St. Louis, October 12; the Oklahoma State
association, October 16-18; lead workshops
in the Indianapolis area, October 19-21; and
teach study classes in Huntsville, Alabama,

.area, October 24-27.

Mr. Ray Turnage, National League Direc-
tor, visited Friendship church, Tennessee,
on October 1, and the Missionary Confer-
ence October 3-4 in Nashville. During the
period of October 6-10, Mr. Turnage visited
several Free Will Baptist Churches in the
Detroit area. He will represent Free Will
Baptists on the National Youth Commission
which meets prior to the NSSA meeting,
October 11-13, and share in several wor-
shops of the NSSA. The following week he
will attend the Oklahoma State association
at Duncan, and on October 29 through
November 3, he will conduct League study
courses in the state of Kentucky.

Director of Foreign-Missions Rolla Smith
attended the Evangelical Foreign Missions
Association Board meeting and Executive
Seminar .in Colorado Springs, Colorado,
September 30 through October 5. He will
attend the Cumberland association, Ten-
nessee, October 11; the Stone association,
Tennessee, October 12; and the Tennessee
State association, Columbia; October 18-19.
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