











religious news

Christian Day Schools Hailed

NEW CASTLE, Pa. (EP)—The edu-
cational facilities of churches should be
pressed into service all week to present
the Christian revelation in its claim on
the whole realm of liberal learning.

Hailing the development of Christian
day schools and making the plea for
churches’ double duty was Editor Carl
F. H. Henry of Christianity Today.

Admitting that the Christian day
school in many communities was “not
now economically feasible,” Henry of-
fered this alternative:

“Another possibility,” he said, “is the
offering of competent Christian scholars
of university or college extension classes
in special areas of interest to church
members, both college-age students and
adults.”

Churches could also enlist as leaders
and teachers in the church school “those
church members who are engaged in
public school administration and teach-
ing.”

This, he declared, will impress the
younger generation “with continuity
rather than discontinuity between faith
and knowledge.”

NAE Drafts Multiple Membership Plan

MINNEAPOLIS (EP)—A plan to
open membership in the National As-
sociation of FEvangelicals to churches
and organizations now holding member-
ship in the NCC, WCC, or ACCC was
announced by NAE’s executive director
in his speech to the National Sunday
School Association. Dr. Billy A. Melvin,
NAE executive Director, said, “This is
not new for NAE. Individual churches
whose denominations were aligned with
other transdenominational groups but
who desired a relationship with the Na-
tional Association of Evangelicals have
after meeting membership requirements,
been admitted at a single church level.

“Throughout our 25 years, we have
provided membership at several levels,”
Melvin said. “Denominations, associ-
ations, organizations and local churches
have comprised our conservative Protes-
tant organization. The action taken at
Chicago formalizes the practice with re-
gard to a prescription on dual member-
ship for denominations.”
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_Governor Asks Legislaiors to

Shun Smoking, Drinking

ATLANTA, Ga. (EP)—Georgia
Governor Lester Maddox reportedly has
asked members of the Georgia Legis-
lature to take a pledge not to smoke or
drink.

Legislators received the pledge cards
in a letter asking for help in recruiting
new members for the Governor’s Youth
Council on Alcohol, Tobacco, and
Health.

They were asked to pass along names
—and presumably signed pledge cards—
to a minister, The Rev. Clifford Brewton,
director of the program.

“I got a letter with a pledge card in it
—and tore it up,” one DeKalb County
legislator reported.

Another, an Atlanta lawmaker, com-
mented: “If they are serious about this,
they’d really have to reapportion the
Georgia General Assembly.”

The program originally started out as
a project to combat use of tobacco. The
council was known in the beginning as
the Conference on Youth, Smoking, and
Health. Somewhere along the line, al-
cohol was added.

Praying Out Loud, Gls Fight
Desperately

DAK TO, South Vietnam (EP)—
“There wasn’t a man out there who
wasn’t scared and praying.” So said Pfc.
Michael McKenzie, 21, of Pine Bluff,
Ark., describing the horror of war here
on Hill 724, “You could hear the ‘Our
Fathers’ out loud,” he said. “You could
hear them praying to God for forgive-
ness.” The battalion of GIs had walked
into a Communist ambush.

Teletypewriter Links Azusa

AZUSA, Calif. (EP)—A Teletype-
writer unit, installed in the library of
Azusa Pacific College here, facilitates the
schools’ research by linking it with large
academic libraries.

Researchers can find out in minutes
what is or is not available to them
through 34 libraries in America using
the system. This allegedly represents a
combined potential in excess of 25 mil-
lion volumes.

Hit-Run Evangelism
WASHINGTON, D.C. (EP)—In De-

troit to participate in a discussion on
racial issues led by an incisive young
Negro leader, a pastor here says he be-
came ‘“‘deeply conscious of the sheer in-
humanity of hit and run evangelism.”

Dr. Richard C. Halverson, writing in
Perspective, a weekly devotional letter
for the business man, explained that the
kind of evangelism he condemned was
that which “equates witnessing with
words and makes no attempt to under-
stand persons or relate to them . . .
evangelism which treats persons as ‘its’
to be converted.”

The Presbyterian minister, and First
Vice President of World Vision Inter-
national, Monrovia, Calif., pointed out
that “God’s witness to man stands out in
sharp contrast.” He went on to quote
John 1:14, “And the Word was made
flesh, and dwelt among us, and we be-
held his glory . . .”

“Words are important,” Halverson
said, “but they were never meant to
stand alone. The apostles,” he said,
“Heard, to be sure, but they saw first!
Seeing was believing. This is authentic
witness—embody what you believe and
there’ll be plenty of opportunity to talk.”

Tax Shows More Americans Drinking

WASHINGTON, D.C. (EP)—Intake
of alcoholic beverages is showing an in-
crease on the government’s tax collec-
tion records. The Internal Revenue
Service reports that alcohol tax collec-
tions for the year which ended June 30
reached a record $4.08 billion, up 6.8
per cent from the previous fiscal year.

Tobacco tax collections increased just
three-tenths of one percent to $2.08 bil-
lion, shy of the 1965 record of $2.15
billion in fiscal 1964-65.

Alien Immersion Debated

LITTLE ROCK, Ark. (EP)—The
practices of open communion and “alien
immersion” sparked debate at the annual
session of the Arkansas Baptist Conven-
tion here.

Open communion is the opening of
congregational communion services to
those not members of the denomination;
“alien immersion” is the acceptance of
new members on the basis of baptism in
other denominations.













apart at an unprecedented pace. Christ is
crowded out of most churches. Ichabod
is fast being written over the church
doors of America. Individuals are sold
out to a pseudo Christ without deity, a
Bible without Christ, a salvation without
the atoning work of Christ, a salvation
without yieldedness, and a vyieldedness
without compassion.

Yes, we need a revival. How can we
have it? That is the big question.

Realization of Need

There must be the realization of need
before revival will be sought and before
revival will come. David realized a need
when he prayed, “Wilt thou not revive us
again: that thy people may rejoice in
thee” (Psalm 85:6)? A similar need
pressed upon Habakkuk when he cried
out, “O Lord, I have heard thy speech
and was afraid: O Lord, revive thy work
in the midst of the years . ..” (Habakkuk
3:2a). Many flashing signals in our world
should be sufficient to convince us that
we need a visitation from God.

Just think of the lack of love and
Christian confidence today. Dissentions,
jealousies and evil speaking abound all
around us. Church members, falling into
gross sins, have become commonplace.
The world has come into the church
while sinners remain careless, corrupted
and sinking into hell. The spirit of vic-
torious conquest has slipped from the
churches. Christians have become so
backslidden until many are “tied up” in
sin. The church can no longer sing “On-
ward, Christian Soldiers,” but now their
true song is, “Hold the Fort.” It is about
time we sang with repenting hearts,
“Lord, I'm Coming Home.” There is a
need. Before revival will come the need
must be clearly seen.

Revival Demands Revival Praying

Revival never comes without great re-
vival praying. There must be ecarnest
desire. Desire that results in desperate
praying such as heartbroken Rachel
prayed when she besought her husband
saying, “. . . Give me children, or else I
die” (Genesis 30:1b). Revival praying
will “wait” (Acts 1:4). Praying that
rends the heavens will “tarry” (Luke
24:49). Revival praying is “two agree-
ing” until the answer comes (Matthew
18:19). Revival will come when “prayer
is made without ceasing” (Acts 12:5).
Revival “rain” will fall if enough Elijahs
will believe and pray. The church will
again have bread for sinners when there
is continual knocking, persistent seeking
(Luke 11 and 18).

We cannot be casual on the matter
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of praying and hope for revival. Prayer
that is effectual is fervent (James 5:16).
Our praying must be earnest praying
(James 5:17).

Counterfeits Must Be Put Away

Paul instructed Timothy that the love
of money was the root of all evil. One
of the counterfeits that must be put away
is an inordinate craving for “cash.”
Many of God’s people are more in-
terested in “overtime” than they are in
revival.

Then, too, ceremony untrue to the
Word must be dealt with. Some people
talk more about baptism than they do
being born again. Many pious saints have
a great creed but little compassion. Great
numbers are more interested in their
lodge than they are the Lord. There is
danger of majoring on big buildings than
begetting sinners. It’s possible to be more
interested in clean robes than a clean
heart. Ornaments on the altar should not
take precedence over a Christlike char-
acter.

Any ceremonious action that stifles the
Holy Spirit and that leads to form with-
out power should be done away with.

Must Take Hold of God

The prophet Isaiah indicted the people
when he said, “And there is none that
calleth upon thy name, that stirreth up
himself to take hold of thee .. .” (Isaiah
64:7a).

None to take hold of God—what an
indictment. A mariner could not be idle
while his companions were drowning. A
fireman could not play checkers while
the town burned down. A doctor could
not just shrug his shoulders and let his
patient die. God likewise reproves the
complacent Christian by saying, “Woe to
them that are at ease in Zion . ..” (Amos
6:1).

Christians must be stirred up to take
hold of God. Nehemiah saw the broken
down wall and the gates burned with fire
and was stirred (Nehemiah 1:4-7). Isaiah
saw the condition of his people, then
saw the Lord, and was stirred into action
(Isaiah 1:1-18; Isaiah 6:1-8). Paul saw
the Macedonian in his need and was
moved. William Booth saw the slums of
London and was compelled to action.

Our apathy, complacency, indifference
and lukewarmness must be changed into
earnest “taking hold of God.”

The church must quit saying, “I have
need of nothing” (Revelation 3:17). We
must admit that we are lean, lazy, luxury-
loving, loveless, lacking and lukewarm.
A prodigal church must depart from the
hogpens of sin and start home. A church

destitute of nearly all of the blessings and
endowments of the early church must lay
hold of God for the revival we need.

Cleansing From Corroding Sin

God’s Word instructs us to “turn from
our wicked way,” then God will hear
from heaven. As long as iniquity sepa-
rates between us and our God, we will
not see revival. Modern Sauls must utter-
ly slay the Amalekites. Nothing that
savors of sin must be spared.

Our cold heartedness must be con-
fessed. Shallow zeal must be laid bare
and forgiven. Bitter, backslidden and dis-
obedient children must humbly confess
that they have offended a holy God and
ask for mercy and pardon. Our fruitless-
ness and powerlessness must be confessed
as sin and abandoned. Our tearless minis-
tries must be replaced with burdened,
concerned and broken hearts.

Christ has been wounded in the house
of his friends. Jesus has suffered more
from His exponents than He has His
opponents. We must humbly confess and
forsake these offences. Most of our lives
have been invaded by deception, Satan’s
biggest tool. Filthy communications must
be put out of our mouths. We need to
be broken over our carelessness concern-
ing the Great Commission.

Sins of omission, as well as sins of
commission, must be confessed. The
greatest barrier to revival is sin. God
help us to remove these barriers.

Do we need a revival?

Do we expect revival?

Are we doing our best to promote re-
vival?

Are we willing to make the sacrifice
for revival?

Are we willing for it to begin now?

At the Virginia Convention, March 23,
1775, Patrick Henry said, “Is life so dear
or peace so sweet as to be purchased at
the price of chains and slavery? Forbid
it, Almighty God. I know not what
course others may take. But as for me,
give me liberty or give me death.”

Perhaps the church should say, “Is
life’s span so dear and are home com-
forts so engrossing as to be purchased
with my unfaithfulness and dry-eyed
prayerlessness? At the final bar of God,
shall the perishing millions accuse me of
materialism coated with a few Scriptures?
Forbid it, Almighty God. I know not
what course others may take, but as for
me, give me revival in my soul and in
my church and in my nation—or give me
death.”

MR. ANGE is pastor of Liberty Free Will
Baptist Church, Durham, North Carolina.













It has taught him the meaning of “study to show thyself
approved unto God.”

It has taught him the necessity of maintaining his Christian
testimony at all times.
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It bas taught him the advantages of studying
in a Christian environment.

Bible College Done For Danny?

Danny serves as bost

in the dining room.
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Withdrawal From
American Bible

Society

HE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF FREE

WiLl, BapTisTs has severed rela-
tions with the American Bible Society.
The decisive vote came in its annual
meeting. Even though one of their
representatives was  present, official
notification has been sent to ABS.

Excerpts of the letter from the Mod-
erator, Robert Picirilli, and Executive
Secretary, Rufus Coffey, are given below,
along with a condensed report of in-
formation presented in writing to a sub-
committee and verbally to the conven-
tion by missionary Lonnie Sparks.

“In brief, we have two reasons for
our action. First, there is the basic
question of our own conscience in-
volved in unequal fellowship (within
the Society organization itself) with
persons . . . who do not share similar
convictions about cardinal doctrines of
the ‘faith.’

“We have justified our relationship
on the basis of the idea that the Amer-
ican Bible Society was not a religious
fellowship, but simply a neutral serv-
ice organization through which any
who wished could work together in
the printing and distribution of the
Bible. Now, however, it has become
increasingly evident that the involve-
" ments of the ABS are so much broader
than before. There is an ever-growing
emphasis on inter-faith activities, an
emphasis that causes special problems
in respect to the Roman involvement
and her apocrypha; there is the em-
phasis on the production and distribu-
tion of various versions of the Bible,
some of which could certainly not be
recommended by all the communions
who have participated in the ABS; and
there is the expanding emphasis on
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translation work, an important one to
be sure, but one that especially calls
for care in regard to the view of in-
spiration held by translation consult-
ants.

“The second reason for our with-
drawal is based on this last activity.
Our men who have been at work in
this area are especially grieved over
the fact that advise and consultation
in translation may very well come from
those who do not share belief in verbal
inspiration. Such a point is vital when
one considers the approach he will take
to translating the Bible, and that a lack
of agreement on such a vital point
will inevitably result in serious prob-
lems in our working together.

“We have not necessarily arisen
from any excesses within the ABS or
variations from its real policies. The
practices to which we have objected
will probably be among those most
highly prized by the majority of the
ABS constituency. We are aware, for
example, that we could hardly insist
that the ABS employ, as translation
consultants, only those who subscribe
to plenary verbal inspiration since
many ABS constituents would thus be
ineligible; yet we could hardly be ex-
pected to be satisfied by anything less.

“Enclosed you will find a paper
which was prepared by one of our
missionary-translators, Rev. Lonnie
Sparks. The paper is not an official
document; it was presented as informa-
tion to a subcommittee of the conven-
tion. We should also say that the word-
ing of this present letter has not been
submitted to the convention for adop-
tion, but is our consensus of the
correct explanation behind the action
of the body.”

INFORMATION PRESENTED TO
THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION
OF FREE WILL BAPTISTS CON-
CERNING COLLABORATION
WITH THE AMERICAN BIBLE
SOCIETIES IN THE UNITED
BIBLE SOCIETY.

by Lonnie Sparks

have been in contact with the
American Bible Society for some
time now. This contact was made in
order to receive their technical aid. I
wanted to do a good job in Bible trans-
lation, and I felt they would demand a
high standard of work. Our relations
have always been good and very helpful.
For the most part, their workers are well
qualified as far as education is con-
cerned.

But there are two problems which we
must face: First, their influence on Bible
translators in so many languages around
the world; secondly, they have begun to
bring all communions together in meet-
ings and, according to their own pro-
nouncements, they recognize them all as
Christians, whether Catholics, liberals, or
cultists, and especially Catholics (N.Y.
Herald Tribune—Washington Post, Janu-
ary 7-8, Paris; a letter—Message to the
Churches, Winneoa, Ghana, March 7,
1967)—UBS).

In the sphere of translation, I am told
that the view of inspiration held by some
of the leaders in the translations depart-
ment is not that presently held by funda-
mental evangelical Christianity. At Bo-
bodjoulasso, Upper Volta, in September
1962, they explained their view of trans-
lation to two of our missionaries, Bill
Jones and Lonnie Palmer. Here is rough-
ly their view: Men were not inspired to
record the Word of God, but the Church
was inspired to remember it and transmit
it from one generation to another. Hence
the errors.

Again in an article in “The Bible
Translator” published by the United
Bible Societies (of which ABS is a
member) we see further ideas on inspira-
tion: “Unlike earlier generations who
thought they could discern the Spirit of
God in every word of the Bible, we hold
that the Bible was written by sinful,
fallible men . . . It is still God’s Word . . .
even if we do not accept every sentence
word for word. Its divinity and holiness
do not depend upon the literal acceptance
of its text. Indeed, insistence upon verbal
inspiration may even be harmful to
them.” (July 1960, pp. 115, 116)
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A Woman Considers Time

As you grow older, perhaps you will
notice a few signposts along the way.
The new girl in the office looks barely
old enough to be out of high school. The
young couple who have moved into the
house next door look like a couple of
kids, in spite of the fact they have two
children of their own. When you get up
in the morning following a late night,
you need more than a flick of the comb
to meet yourself in the mirror without
gasping!

A wise Scottish writer, William Bar-
clay, offers a few pointers on living for
both young and old: “As we grow older,
and as time grows shorter, we should
never leave things half-finished—in case
by waiting we will not be able to finish
them evermore.

“We should carefully choose what we
are going to do, for there is no longer
time to do everything, and we should do
the things which really do matter.

“We should never come to the end of
a day with a quarrel, or a difference, or
a breach between us and any fellow man,
for it may be that the quarrel will never
be mended, and the breach will never be
closed.

“And yet, with all this, we must avoid
all sense of frantic haste and hurry. Even
if there be much to do and little time in
which to do it, there still remains the
necessity of stillness, and quiet, and rest,
and meditation, and communion with
God.

“No man should ever be so busy that
he has no time for thinking or so busy
working that he has no time for praying.

“As we grow older, there is an even
greater necessity for the life in which
haste and idleness have no place, but on
which all things are done in the light of
eternity.”

The Commodores’ Prayer

The following prayer greatly impressed
your writer several years ago when it
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by CLEO PURSELL

tO woman

was clipped from a Los Angeles news-
paper. The author is unknown. It is calied
the Commodores’ Prayer because it was
first found aboard ship in a Commodores’
room. “Lord, Thou knowest better than
I know myself that I am growing older
and will someday be old. Keep me from
getting talkative, and particularly, from
the fatal habit of thinking I must say
something on every subject.

“Release me from craving to try to
straighten out everybody’s affairs. Make
me thoughtful, but not moody; helpful,
but not bossy. With my vast store of
wisdom, it seems a pity not to use it all—
but Thou knowest, Lord, that I want a
few friends at the end.

“Keep my mind free from the recital
of endless details, give me wings to get
to the point. Seal my lips on my many
aches and pains—they are increasing and
my love of rehearsing them is becoming
sweeter as the years go by, Teach me the
glorious lesson that occasionally it is
possible that I may be mistaken.”

Woman's Life Center

Miss Alma Hunt, executive secretary
of the Woman’s Missionary Union,
Southern Baptist Convention, explained
the factors which caused the enrollment
drop of 9,911 during 1966, in her organi-
zation. The Woman’s Missionary Union
is a missionary organization for women,
girls, and children. “The church is be-
coming less and less a center of a
woman’s life outside the home,” she
said. “More women have careers, go to
school, and work in civic activities, and,
while these are worthy activities, they
woo some women away from week day
church programs.”

A. V. Washburn, secretary of the
Sunday School Department of the South-
ern Baptist Convention, speaking of the
enrollment decreases in Sunday Schools,
training unions, women’s missionary
unions and other church programs, said:
“In our churches there is an atmosphere

of lack of deep concern for reaching and
meeting the needs of persons.”

January Meetings

A good color scheme for a January
women’s meeting, or social, is blue and
white. This can be effectively tied in
with snow and wintery things. Snow-
flakes may be cut from blue or white
paper folded three times. Cotton’ batting
or popcorn snowmen (see recipe follow-
ing), and evergreen boughs combine at-
tractively with a blue cloth and white
candles (or white cloth and blue can-
dles). If your meeting includes children
they will especially enjoy the popcorn
snowmen.

Popcorn Showmen

(Makes six snowmen)

1 cup sugar

Y4 cup white corn syrup
Y4 cup water

Y4 cup butter

% teaspoon salt

% teaspoon vanilla

3 quarts popped corn

Combine all ingredients except pop-
corn, and boil until a drop of the mixture
snaps when dropped in cold water. Re-
move from fire at once. Pour over corn
and form into 6 large balls and 6 smaller
balls. Set a small ball on each large ball.
Make the snowmen’s faces with small
colored candies. Cut circles of black
paper for hat brims. Place large gum-
drops on the hat brims. Fasten the hats
to the snowmen’s heads with toothpicks.
Place small candy canes on the side of
each snowman.

GEM

Another year is dawning!
Dear Master, let it be

On earth, or else in heaven,
Another year for Thee!

—F. R. Havergal
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OW’s YOUR SUNDAY SCHOOL doing,

John?” “Just great! We finished
the annual Fall Enlargement Campaign
two weeks ago. Our Sunday school came
in first in our division. We had a 37%
increase in attendance over our April,
May, June average.” “How has your
attendance held up since, John?” “Lousy!
The first Sunday after the campaign the
bottom fell out. I just can’t understand
it. We reach them but we just can’t seem
to hold them once we get them.”

Does this conversation between two
pastors have a familiar ring? What is
John’s problem? Is there a remedy for it?

John’s problem is a many faceted one.
Its causes may be legion. Let us explore
some of the more common ones. The
basic problem is generally a lack of
projection in planning. Year after year
we prove that we have the know-how
and the ability to reach new people
through an enlargement campaign. These
campaigns inflate our ecclesiastical
balloons for a few weeks only to be
suddenly and explosively deflated, much
to our chagrin. We should plan for addi-
tional personnel to take care of the en-
larged enrollment. There is a very definite
relationship to growth in the worker to
pupil ratio. When an enlargement cam-
paign is planned, there should be provi-
sion made to begin new classes in order
to accommodate the influx of new pupils.

The first law of Sunday school growth
indicates that the enroliment will increase
at the ratio of ten pupils for every trained
worker put to work. You cannot expect
present workets in the Sunday school to
absorb and hold much of an increase in
enrollment unless it is far below average

already.

This additional increase in personnel
will give you a definite advantage in

-follow-up work too. The basic purpose

of an enlargement campaign is to reach
new people—to locate new prospects and
then to win them through follow-up
work. The greater the worker to pupil
ratio the greater the outreach and the
greater number retained.

If a concerted effort is not made to
follow-up the prospective pupils reached
through the enlargement, little gain will
result. On the other hand, absentee fol-
low-up has proven to be 80% effective.

Facilities play a key role too. New
people will not continue to attend a
Sunday school or church where condi-
tions are overcrowded. To reap the
greatest benefit from an enlargement
campaign, space must be available if new
pupils are to be held. If extra classroom
space is not presently available it should
be on the drawing board. People will
come if they see that something is being
done to remedy the lack of present facili-
ties. The Sunday school will always take

the shape of the building.

The initial planning of an enlargement
campaign should be preceded by an in-
depth leadership training program. If
such a program of training is not initi-
ated, the lack of trained personnel will
be reflected in a limited vision for visita-
tion and follow-up. The burden for an
expansion of present facilities, if needed,
may suffer as well. Perishing people
should cause us to project our planning.

The place to begin then is with train-
ing. You can have a reserve of trained
leadership if you set up a regular, sys-
tematic program of training for the lead-
ership in your local church.

February has been designated National
Teacher Training Month in our denomi-
nation. You can reap lasting benefits
through training your church leadership.
Your Sunday School Department has
leadership training course material avail-
able. We are presently promoting the
Evangelical Teacher Training Courses
and the Sunday School Workers’ Train-
ing Courses. Both may be taught for
credit by the pastor of a local church.

Determine now to hold your increases
in enrollment by having a trained and
adequate staff of capable workers. Start
a leadership training program in your
church this February. You'll be glad you
did. oa

MR. HARRISON is Promotion Secretary of the
National Sunday School Depariment.

After The Shouting—
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POUTING??

by Harrold Harrison
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