











religious news

Sex Courses Shocking ~

MIAMI, FLA. (EP)—A Christian
educator predicts a boon in enrollment
for religiously-oriented private schools
will result when courses on sex are
introduced into nearly all public schools.
This forecast was made by the director
of the National Association of Christian
Schools. He said parental objection will
not be to the subject matter, but to the
way it is handled in the textbooks which
are being adopted for use. John F. Bland-
hard, of Wheaton, Ill., said he has studied
those texts and found them “shocking™.
He said they are based on situation
ethics and the new morality.

Baccalaureate Ruled Unconstitutional

ST. PAUL, MINN. (EP)—Minnesota
Attorney General Douglas Head has
ruled that baccalaureate services spon-
sored by public schools are unconstitu-
tional and that public funds cannot be
used to finance them. However, he said,
privately-sponsored baccalaureates may
be held in public schools without violat-
ing state or federal constitutions if cer-
tain conditions are met. The 30-page
opinion does not have the force of law,
but it is expected to precipitate major
changes in the conduct of baccalaureate
services,

Property Rights Upheld

ATLANTA, GA. (EP)—Georgia’s
Supreme Court has refused to re-hear a
case involving two Savannah congrega-
tions which seceded from the parent
Presbyterian Church, U.S. and then
claimed rights to the church property.
The court originally upheld the Savannah
churches—Hull Memorial and Eastern
Heights—in a unanimous decision
reached in January. On Feb. 13 it refused
a motion filed by the Savannah Pres-
bytery’s attorney for a re-hearing of the
case.

Churches, Schools Land Bill

MONTPELIER, VT. (EP)—Vermont’s
House Ways and Means Committee
has endorsed a bill which would tax all
land owned by churches and schools and
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_state-owned property. Following the com-

mittee’s approval of the measure, Gov.
Philip Hoff reported he had received tele-
phone calls and letters from persons who
were “agitated” by the action, but com-
mented: “I think the theory is sound.
Churches and schools receive certain
essential services that should be borne
by these organizations.”

Southern Baptist Name Change

NASHVILLE, TENN. (EP)—Meet-
ing in Houston next June, delegates of
the Southern Baptist Convention will be
unofficially polled on changing the de-
nomination’s name. Two other alternate
names will be—the Baptist General Con-
vention and the United Baptist Conven-
tion. Membership reached 11,142,726 in
1967.

India Literature Crusade Progress

STUDIO CITY, CALIF. (EP)—During
the past three years, 59,893,092 gospel
messages in print have been distributed
by World Literature Crusade workers in
India—or two pieces of literature in 21
percent of all the homes in the entire
subcontinent, The thrust, according to
WLC president, Jack McAlister, drew
460,684 written decisions from Indians,
71 percent of whom were newly con-
verted. He also said that response showed
that 80 percent of these decisions were
from Hindus.

New Aucas Contacted Peacefully

SHELI. MERA, ECUADOR (EP)—
A dozen years after five missionary men
lost their lives contacting the first group
of fierce Auca Indians in Ecuador, an-
other bucket drop and messages by a
converted Auca from the air has brought
about a friendly meeting of down-river
Aucas formerly unapproachable.

Don Smith, experienced pilot with
Wrycliffe Bible Translators, Jungle Avia-
tion and Radio Service (JAARS), and
Marion Krekler, long-time engineer of
Ecuador’s missionary radio station HCJIB,
perfected an air-borne amplifier and wing-
mounted loudspeaker. Oncaye, a teen-age
Auca girl who less than four years ago
escaped from the savage group, helped

test the equipment on flights over “down-
river” houses. Repeatedly the naked
Aucas fled the voice in the sky.

Fuller Passes

LOS ANGELES, CALIF. Charles E.
Fuller, heard for nearly 43 years over
the Old Fashioned Revival Hour radio
broadcast, died in Pasadena, California
on March 19, at 80 years of age.

The pioneer radio evangelist began
preaching in 1925 over a 100 watt station
in Santa Ana, California, At present the
broadcast is heard weekly on every con-
tinent over more than 500 radio stations.

The broadcast will continue, featuring
the Old Fashioned Revival Hour Choir,
pre-recorded messages by the late Bible
teacher and other speakers including Dr.
Daniel Fuller, his surviving son.

Church Merger Beyond Talking Stage

NEW YORK (EP)—Before most
people realize it, all Protestant churches
in the United States may merge into one
body, says a Washington newsman in the
March issue of Christian Herald.

Richard N. Ostling says such a merger
is no longer just a matter of talk. The
move to unify already has resulted in the
joining of 37 per cent of the membership
into the Consultation on Church Unity
to work out an acceptable system of
federation, he writes.

Some, he reports, believe Christian
unity should be built out of common
theology, while others consider such an
approach hopeless and think the issue is
administrative, not theological.

Eugene Carson Blake started the unity
campagin in 1960 in a sermon from the
San Francisco pulpit of Episcopal Bishop
James A, Pike, Ostling states.

Roberts Transfers To Methodist

OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLA. (EP)—
Faith-healer Oral Roberts, formerly with
the Pentecostal Holiness Church, will be
received into the ministry of the Method-
ist Church at the forthcoming Oklahoma
Annual Conference. He is expected to be
appointed as president of the university
which bears his name.







riching the life and strengthening one’s
relationship to God, the Giver of all good
and perfect gifts.

Parents who realize the tremendous
potential of good music are concerned
about their children’s musical diet. A
concerned parent may ask himself, “What
are my children’s musical experiences in
the home? Are they only those at the
TV or radio? How can I help the situa-
tion?”

Too many restrictions concerning the
child’s listening may cause him to throw
up a barrier against good music. How-
ever, parents can make it a point to pur-
chase and play good records of many
types, both secular and sacred. Also,
some areas have educational radio or
television stations. These can be of much
benefit in broadening youths’ musical ex-
periences. Children and youth usually
immediately enjoy fine music, both vocal
and instrumental. Those who do not
readily respond favorably usually do
after a few listening opportunities. Many
parents whose listening experiences are
meager do not realize that children will
love good music if only given the oppor-
tunity to hear it.

A person may ask, “What is good
music?”’ This question is impossible to
answer in a brief manner. However, a
person (with or without music training)
who comes in contact with a large
amount of music of many different types
begins to realize that some music presents
better thoughts and communicates them
much more effectively than does other
music. The rhythm, melody and harmony
all combine to make a strong impression.
In good vocal music the text says some-
thing good and worthy of being said and
the music underscores and augments it in
a very inspirational manner.

Parents should take the initiative in
creating opportunities for musical activ-
ities in the home, Family singing and
playing has been a custom in some coun-
tries for many centuries. This was a cus-
tom in many homes in America until
fairly recent times. Most families seem to
be too busy for such activities or too
intrigued with favorite television pro-
grams. However, it is beneficial to each
member of the family and to the family
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unit to have a definite time or times in
the week for family musical activities.
Each member of the family should be
encouraged to sing or play an instrument
at this time. The best time is usually in
the evening, possibly before family devo-
tion time.

Another good opportunity for broaden-

.ing a child’s musical horizon is to take

him to good concerts. Make it a point to
find out when the local high school, col-
lege, and community concerts are and
attend as often as possible. If there are
few good concerts in your area, subscribe
to the newspaper from some city within
driving distance that has concerts and
take the children there. Also, some church
choirs and community choirs present
very inspiring oratorios. (An oratorio is
a large musical work based on the Scrip-
tures.) Generally speaking, children and
youth are greatly inspired by live per-
formances. Besides concert attendance,
there is often an opportunity to attend
an opera or operetta. Many of these
would be acceptable from the moral
standpoint—others would not. It is wise
to read about the plot before deciding
whether or not to attend. A good opera
or operetta can be very inspiring and
enjoyable to a young person.

Usually the youth’s church determines
much of his musical diet. Parents, pas-
tors, and other church leaders need to be
concerned at this point. Unfortunately,
the music of some churches has taken
the popular cntertainment approach with
its sensual appeal, hoping to attract young
people and more entertainment-minded
adults to the services. In some cases pro-
fessional entertainment quartets are ob-
tained in order to increase attendance.

However, some pastors who at one
time condoned this type of music pro-
gram or even promoted it are now realiz-
ing that it is difficult or impossible to
strengthen young or old on this type diet,
and that people who only go wherever
the religious entertainers are are unlikely
to come to enough services to get any
spiritual help. Often the attendance rec-
ord takes a nose dive after the group
leaves.

Some churches that do not major in
the religious entertainment field sing a

small group of outworn “favorites” again
and again, which may be alright with
the grandparents, but cause youth to get
quite bored, disinterested, and restless.

In many churches children are prin-
cipally fed “fun songs,” which may have
religious words set to short, catchy jingles
quite similar to some of the commercial
jingles heard on the air. These ‘“gospel
jingles” or “choruses” often have shallow
meaning from the standpoint of both
words and music. Of course, some
choruses have some value and can be
used in appropriate situations; however
this type expression proves to be quite
inadequate in a music training program
for youth. Youth may be intrigued
momentarily by music that is catchy or
entertained, but as is the case with other
fleeting pleasures, their interest soon
wanes if there is not something with
more depth of meaning and inspiration
for them.

Children and youth are yuite capable
of understanding and responding to better
music. This fact is being proven again
and again by responsible ministers of
music and other music leaders through-
out the nation. There are now thousands
of evangelical ministers of music serving
in a full-time capacity in the United
States. Most of these are helping scores
of children and youth to grow spiritually
and musically and are channeling a great
many of these into dedicated service for
God. Churches that have a good music
training program for all ages are not
only keeping their young people in active
church service, but are helping to meet
the needs of their hearts and lives.

Though a church does not have a
trained music director, it can find ways
to improve in the matter of giving youth
a better diet, Our sacred music heritage
includes excellent music composed over
a period of many centuries, Most authen-
tic hymn books presently contain some of
the best of the hymns of the centuries.
These great hymns contain all of the
tenets of the Christian faith. They can
be taught at children’s and youth’s choir
rehearsals, hymn sings, or in Church
Training Service, and be gradually
introduced into Sunday School, worship

(Coniinued on Page 17)



















suburbs. There are 38 classrooms and a
seating capacity of 700 in the auditorium.
The 16,000 square feet of floor space has
42 tones of air conditioning to insure
comfort. A lighted recreation field is the
first step toward a recreation hall and
gymnasium. A Christian High School is
invisioned for the future. Recently there
were 40 baptisms during three consecu-
tive Sundays. ‘

Pastor Paramore stated, “It is the busi-
ness of sheep to produce sheep. The pas-
tor’s duty, as the shepherd, is to lead and
feed them.” This practical approach is
certainly producing results.

Annual Promotional Meeting

NASHVILLE, TENN.—State and Na-
tional leaders met in Nashville March
27-29 for the annual Promotional Meet-
ing. Several men were sick or unable to
come, but pastors, moderators and State
Promotional men represented from 14
states. The direct communication, group
discussions, constructive suggestions and
mutual exchange of ideas were very pro-
fitable,

The Rev. J. B. Varney, Moderator of
the Detroit, Michigan Metropolitan As-
sociation stated, “This has been more
helpful to me than the past five National
Associations T have attended.” He was
one of 35 participants who assembled to
consider ways and means to augment and
implement our denominational ministries.

These meetings each year, sponsored
by the Executive Department in coopera-
tion with the other National Departments,
have been very valuable in coordinating
State and National work, promoting
better understanding and achieving great-
er cohesiveness.

Rev., David Paramore, pastor of Bethel
Free Will Baptist Church, Kinston, North
Carolina, stands before the recently con-
structed building.
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New Church Dedicated

MORRISTOWN, TENN.—Dedication
services for the new Faith Free Will Bap-
tist Church were recently held under the
direction” of Pastor Howard Munsey.
Reverend Norman B. Perkins was guest
speaker. A home missions project of the
Union Association in East Tennessee, the
congregation consists of 19 members.
The new sanctuary has a seating capacity
of 144, five Sunday school rooms and a
pastor’s study.

FWBBC Students Protest

NASHVILLE, TENN,—Because we rec-
ognize God as Creator and Sustainer of
the Universe and because we feel that
the constitutional government of the
United States is basically sound and pro-
vides a means of redress of grievances,
we the students of Free Will Baptist
Bible College wish to register a protest
against some of the current trends on col-
lege campuses and express our concern
for all those who are involved in these
trends.

We decry the open rebellion against
the laws and government of our country
and against all constituted authority be-
cause God has ordained and delegated
authority for the good of mankind; situa-
tion ethics because God’s laws are
eternally settled and ignoring them or
defying them furthers the degradation of
man; the search for realization of self
and purpose through drugs, uninhibited

The Sherwood Lees are shown signing the
comunissioning papers during their com-
missioning service held at the First Free
Will Baptist Church, Florence, South
Carolina. Rev. Joe Ange, Chairman of the
Foreign Missions Board, and Rev. Guy
Owens, pastor and member of the board,
look on. The Lees sail June 28 for lan-
guage study in Switzerland.

self-expression, and other useless means,
because only when man recognizes God
for who He is can he find himself and
his purpose; the denial of God as Creator,
Sustainer, and Savior and of His laws as
settled, right, and just, for this denial is
basic to all man’s rebellion and misunder-
standing of life and its purpose.

Homecoming at Children’s Home

GREENEVILLE, TENN.—The annual
homecoming at the Free Will Baptist
Home for Children was observed May
11, 1968. Superintendent William D.
Ellis is grateful to those who attended
the homecoming activities. Offerings were
received during the day for renovation
of the “Big House.” This building will
house staff apartments, assembly area,
library and a recreational area.

Largest Graduating Class

NASHVILLE, TENN.—On June 6,
FWBBC will grant degrees to the largest
number of graduates in the school’s his-
tory. Thirty-two students will receive
bachelor degrees, six earn Bible diplomas,
and three complete requirements for the
schools business certificate.

Pastor's Conference at FWBBC

NASHVILLE, TENN.—Free Will Bap-
tist Bible College will sponsor its first
Pastor’s Conference, August 5-9. Prob-
lematical areas of the pastoral ministry
will be dealt with and new fields of
opportunity presented. Among the sub-
jects to be covered are: How fo Preach
Expository Messages, The Opportunities
of Radio Ministry, Overcoming Problems
in Pastoral Counseling, An Effective
Visitation Ministry, and Mid-week Bible
Teaching. More information may be ob-
tained by writing to: Free Will Baptist
Bible College, 3606 West End Avenue,
Nashville, Tennessee 37208,

New Operations Building

NASHVILLE, TENN.—The National
Sunday School Department dedicated
their new operations building on March
28, 1968. The building, which is of
masonary and steel construction, houses
the department’s business office as well as
the shipping operation. The building has
9,700 square feet of floor space and
should provide space for this growing de-
partment for several years.
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