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MATURITY

t5A
MUST

RuÍus Cofrey iliseusset uíth
Mø¡k Vanilìoo¡t the neø Íea-
tu¡e o'Probletn Post" whích
Mr. Yanilíoort øíll ltegin nert
month ín CONTACT.

Ä sruNTED, emaciated, underdeveloped child arouses great pity. When disease, im-
proper ca¡e or some bodily malfunction hinders physical growth it distresses us. Yet
there is something even more pathetic. It is an anemic, dwarfed, immature child of
God. In the pew and the pulpit we find so many who have not fully developed
spiritually. This lack of Christian growth is a cause for concern.

Churches are filled with babies wrapped in swaddling clothes instead of giants
clothed with the whole armor of God. Content to feed on the bottle and satisfied
with pablum, these babes would probably take the colic if their diet was changed. But
can we afford to allow this tragic condition to continue?

While we lament a sick, secular society, there is a need to grieve over the sick
toddlers in the church. Compassion moves us to help those who have physical
deficiencies. Likewise, more attention ought to be given to developing the spiritually
retarded saints.

False concepts of Christian matwity prevail. Some think of it as perfection. Others
may consider it regular Bible reading, pra]êr, church attendance and performing
some good deeds. Then, some have the notion that maturity is some ecstatic experi-
ence.

Maturity is more than being doctrinally sound. It is more than the dedication of
life. It is growing in the likeness of Christ. It is striving for obedience to all of
God's revealed will. It is not only discerning the right, it is the determination to do
right whatever the cost. \trhile there is no compromise of conviction there will be a
constructive attitude and loving spirit. Serving the Lord with all humility, a mature
Christian will die to selfish ambition.

A mature Christian is characterized by consistency, integrity, patience and self-
control. Such a person is a responsible Christian. He is able to calmly stand alone
in the times of testing. Regardless of circumstances, confident trust in God is main-
tained.

Paul summed up the meaning of maturity.in II Corinthians 13:11, where he
related his experience of becoming a man by putting away childish things. This, of
course, is not achieved by a momentary decision. It is a progressive climb up the
rocky hill of life. It takes time. But age and experience do not bring it about
alone. Spiritual maturþ is cultivated and nurtured by effort, prayer, grace and the
Holy Spirit. Constant reminding, prodding and exhorting are needed.

This problem is not new or peculiar to us. The church at Corinth was filled with
spiritual infants. The church at Ephesus had the same difficulty (Eph. 4:14, I5).
Paul exhorts this church to "grow up". The last recorded words of Peter admonish
us to "grow in grace". This same counsel applies to us today. To become a virile
church, more maturity must be attained.
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religious ne\^/s
Conscienlious Obiectors
Forms Circulqted

WASHINGTON, D. C. (MNS)-Most
Internal Revenue offices have available
the forms which a clergyman must use
if he wishes to seek exclusion from
Social Security coverage. The applica-
tion for exemption is For¡n 436I and
provides guidance for those rvho, be-
cause of religious principle or conscience,
are opposed to "public insurance.,'

Those considering exclusion on reli-
gious principle should note that the
grounds must be religious anil that the
objection must be to all forms of "public
insurance" which pay retiral, health or
other benefits. Exclusion is not possible
on political or practical grounds. The
clergyman may not seek exclusion be-
cause he already has a suitable retiral
plan.

A decision to be excluded is irrevoc-
able and cuts the minister ofi from all
government health and retiral programs
of the future.

Formerly, clergymen werc exclr:decl
from Social Security coverage unless they
signed a waiver, and voluntarily enterecl
the program. Under the new law, it is
compulsory for all ministers to partici-
pate unless they choose to exclude them-
selves on the grounds mentioned above.

Debqte on liquor
DALLAS (EP)-The traditional rule

against consumption of alcoholic bever-
ages by members of the Methodist
Church was fuel for a debate at the
April 2l convention of the denomination
here.

Louis Cassels, religion editor of United
Press International, says it has long been
an open secret that these rules are
winked at by a large proportion of
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Methodist laity and a not-inconsiderable
number of clergy.

A survey of drinking patterns among
Methodists five years ago showed that
61 per cent of them above the age of
15 use alcohol. That's only two per-
entage points under the flgure for Prot-
estants in general. Other surveys, says
Cassels, have indicated the number of
drinking Methodists may run as high as
70 per cent.

The policy of insisting on total ab-
stinence is "producing hypocrisy and a
loss of integrity in the corporate life of
the church and in the lives of many min-
isters and laymen," according to mem-
bers of the Methodist Board of Christian
Social Concerns which met last October.
The Board recommended that the de-
nomination scrap the ministerial pledge
of total abstinence and delete the section
of the Methodist "discipline" which per-
mits trial and expulsion of a drinker.
The Board also recommended the revis-
ing of the church's official statement on
alcohol to stress practical reasons for
abstinence, while making it clear that
each Christian is free to make his own
"responsible decision" on the matter. The
new statement, however, explicitly re-
luffirms the conviction that "the choicc
to abstain l'rom the r¡sc of alcoholic
beverages is a sorrnd ancl wise witness of
God's liberating and redeeming love for
mankincl."

Quqrler of Membership
trs Missionqries

BLOOMINGSTON, MrNN. (EP)-
An independent Bloomington congrega-
tion which has one-fourth of its adult
membership serving in foreign fields is
observing its 25th anniversary.

During the quarter century, Bethany

Missionary Church has outgrown two
buildings and increased its membership
from 16 to 350 adult members. About
20 years ago, the congregation, then
with fewer than a score of members,
began praying for 100 missiona¡ies and
money enough to send and support them
abroad.

Currently, the congregation has 119
missionaries overseas-76 of them mem-
bers of Bethany. As a result of the
prayer for missionaries, the congregation
sta¡ted the Bethany Fellowship Mission-
ary Training Center.

Allegionce Asked

FRANKLIN SPRINGS, cA. (EP)_
In the wake of news that the Rev. Oral
Roberts has left the Pentecostal Holiness
Church to become a Methodist, denomi-
national leaders have expressed belief
that the members "will continue their
loyaþ to their denomination will not be
affected by Mr. Roberts' obvious move
into ecumenical circles."

Symposium on Humon Reproduction

WASHTNGTON, D. C. (EP)-A
symposium on the control of human
reproduction will scrutinize medical, the-
ological and legal aspects of the problem
when some 25 scholars meet in Ports-
rrouth, N. H. Aug. 28-31.

Jointly sponsored by Christianity To-
day and the Christian Medical Society,
the meeting will conside¡ the problems of
contraception, sterilization and therapeu-
tic abortion with a multidisciplinary ap-
proach, "seeking to establish medical,
moral and legal guidelines for clinical
management." Participants will present
discussion papers ¡ooted in a Biblical
ethic and which will be "of pragmatic
value to the practicing physician and
clergyman."
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Cqn there be o bond of

Christiqn communion dmong Christions

oport from the

ecumenicql bond wogon

proposed by mony religious leqders?

I. HÀD visited the graves of my great-

I grandparents before as a boy, but it
had not occurred to me until I visited
their graves recently that their names on
the headstones were spelled differentþ.

As I looked at the two gravestones,

I thought of the tremendous tragedy of
splits, divisions, and wars. The trvo
headstones did not represent a conflict
between my great-grandfather, .Iohn, and
my great-grandmother, Emma. Rather,
the difference in spelling represente<l the
tragedy of a disagreement within a

family. Accordhg to family legend, it
happened this way.

At the time mY great-grandfather
registered for the army the family name
was spelled Vandevort. The famiþ be-
came divided over the Civil War issue,

and those who took the side of the
Union cause changed their name to Van-
divort.

When Great-grandfather was buried,
the government carved the original spell-
ing on his headstone. When Great-
grandmother was buried, the later
spelling was carved on her headstone.

It is not uncommon for PeoPle with
Dutch names to ask, "How did you come
to have an 'i' in your Dutch name?" I
am proud of my name and of mY familY.
Ilowever, it is tragic that brothers would
separate themselves over political issues.

I can imagine the deep pain it must have
caused. Perhaps there is room for fam-
ily disagreement in politics but not divi-
sion,

What about the family of brothers and
sisters in Christ? Is there legitimate rea-
son for division? There will not be divi-
sion in heaven. There should not be

division on ea¡th.
I am not campaigning for the ecu-

menical band wagon that proposes one
organic world church. I believe this to
be the world apostate religious system
foretold in.prophecy. I don't believe any
Free Will Baptist desires to be caught up
in the world network of churches. How-
ever, I do believe there should be a

point of Christian communion \ilith
brothers and sisters in Christ wherever
we find them.

I believe it is in the will of God for
us Ch¡istians to group together as we do
in our denominations. Within our de-
nomination \rye can enjoy agreement on
our form of worship, church government,
and church doctrines.

It is important that we remember that
one of the blessed privileges of being a

Free Will Baptist is the liberty of in-
dependence within the local church. The
local church has enjoyed being the high-
est governing body in the Free Will Bap-
tist denomination.

For thirty-three years as a national
association we have enjoyed working
together in a wonderful fellowship of
churches with the Bible as our rule of
faith and practice and the Free Will Bap-
tist treatise as an expression of our
interpretations and practices. Our treatise
has afforded us with some room for in-
dependence of thought and practice while
still working together as a fellowship of
believers.

Any decisive spirit in our denomi-
nation would spell doom for our mis-
sionary programs, Christian education,
mushrooming youth ministries, Sunday
school development programs, and many
other denominational functions. We
have buildings built and programs
started that can only be maintained with
our denomination's unity and co-opera-
tion.

Anyone who has driven a team of
mules, horses, or sleigh dogs knows the
terrible confusion created when the
animals fight in the harness. Everything
comes to a halt, and much valuable time
and energy are lost while the mess is

being straightened out. Sometimes the
harness has to be repaired before the
project at hand can go on. Thinking in
spiritual terms, I believe only carnal
Ch¡istians stop pulling together and
begin fighting in the harness (I Corin-
thians 3:1-11).

Free Will Baptists have always been
aware of differences of opinions and
practices on such points as the millenium,
feet washing, and "Can a backslider be
lost?" Yet, we have managed to work
together.

My wife and I are from the same state.

I was reared an amillenialist and hardly
realized that there was another interþre-
tation of eschatology until I began to
meet Christians from other areas and
affiliations. My wife was reared a pre-
millenialist and was surprised to learn
that there were Ftee Will Baptists who
believed differentþ. Despite this dif-
ference, I believe our home state has
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enjoyed very successful co-operation and
unity as brothers and sisters in Ch¡ist
working together. This is characteristic
of true Free Will Baptist spirit.

We have learned that we all believe we
should be looking for our Lord to return
at any moment. What we do for Him
must be done before He returns. We all
agree that there is no second chance to
repent after death. From the moment
of His appearance the future is in His
hands.

Some Free Will Baptists believe that
it is possible for a backslider to become
so turned to sin and turned away from
God that he would be lost if he died in
that condition. Ilowever, if he should re-
spond to the call of the Holy Spirit and
return in repentance to the Father like
the prodigal son, he could have his sins
forgiven. It is possible that such a per-
son could blaspheme the Holy Spirit
and forfeit his opportunity to repent of
sin, thus, he would become an apostate.

Other Free Will Baptists believe that a
born again Christian will be in a saved
condition until he becomes an apostate
by making shipwreck of his faith. It
would take at least two books to effec-
tively define these two views of inte¡-
pretation in our denomination. I believe
two good books have been written, name-
ly, Life in the Son by Robert Shank and
If Ye Contínue by Guy Duty. Booklets
on the subject have been written by
Leroy Forlines, Jack Paramore, Bobby
Porter, Wade Jernigan, Jerry Dudley,
and Robert Duncan.

Our Free Will Baptist Treatße states,
"There are strong grounds to hope that
the truly regenerate will persevere unto
the end, and be saved, through the power
of divine grace which is pledged for their
support; but their future obedience and
final salvation are neither determined nor
certain, since through infrmity and
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manifold temptations they are in danger
of falling; and they ought, therefore, to
watch and pray lest they make ship-
wreck of theh faith and be lost." Per-
haps the Treatíse does not say as much
as some of us would like for it to say.
However, it is a brief, clear statement
and I believe all Free Will Baptists can
adhere to this statement of doctrine and
be satisfied with it.

I am sure that all Free Will Baptists
agree that if a person who had been born
again met death with his life filled with
sins, such as listed in Galatians 5:19-2I,
he would be lost eternally. Let's all
preach the grave danger of yielding to
sin and the importance of following close
to Jesus Christ (John 10:27).

Some of our Free Will Baptists want
a twin rather than a brother in Christ.
Some want a brother who thinks, acts,
jumps, and shouts just like he does or
like the members of a closely knit cliché.
I am not thinking of any particular area
of our denomination or group of people
when I make these statements. I believe
that many of us are guilty of some of the
same faults concerning issues within our
ranks.

Perfect unity did not exist in the New
Testament church, and it will not exist
successfully during the twentieth century
or any other century.

We Free Will Baptists have the won-
derful privilege of slight differences of
opinions. If we can't teach and persuade
another brother to see eye to eye with us,
let us not resort to legislating our con-
victions upon another. Rather, let us
continue working and walking together
with love and respect for one another
as fellow Free Will Baptists.

We cannot change a Christian brother's
convictions and heart attitude with the
tool of legislation. Legislation can be
used as a wedge to split apart and divide.

The more rules and regulations ue
vote on the local, state, and nattonal
level, the more \rye strip our individural
churches of their local autonomy. \ùr'e

must remember that all a local church
has to do is to vote to get out if the
noose of legislation is being drawn.

I believe that we should carefully avoid
issues that would divide us and hinder
our potential for world-wide ministry. [t
takes much time to cure the pain of fam-
ily divisions. I do not believe we have
that much time before our Lord returns!

If we will make ourselves available to
the Holy Spirit for prayer, soul-winning,
and stewardship as we should, the little
matters that cause worry and concern
will disappear as the dew under the
morning sun.

Dr. A. B. Simpson wrote, "We must
stand right with all the Lord's people, and
meet in sweetest, fullest fellowship if we
would keep our fullest fellowship with
Christ Himself. An altered attitude
toward some fellow believer may bring us
into the flood tides of the Holy Spirit.
It seems impossible to have faith without
love, or to have Christ alone without the
fullness of fellowship with all His saints.
The spirit of cherished animosity, lurking
prejudice, sullen vindictiveness or cold
disdain will as effectively obstruct our
contact and intimacy with Heaven as a
speck on the glass of a telescope," 'ilf
we walk in the light, as he is in the light,
we have fellowship one with another . . ."
(I John 1:7a).

Surely no one rvants our denomination-
al epitaph to read, "Division was the
downfall of Free Will Baptists."

The author serves the f)eDartment of Tlome
Missions and Church Extension as Assistant to
the General Director. He leaves this department
the first of August to beein a work in .Co-

lumbia. Missouri, sponsored jointly by the
Missouri Boarrl of Home Missions an{_ ,tie
Natio¡al llome Missions Boa¡d. ::
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vANcBLIsM is the work of preaching
the good news of salvation to men.

Looking at this work today, it easily

takes three forms-(1) mass or co-opera-
tive evangelism, (2) local church evan-
gelism, and (3) personal evangelism.

'With these three areas of the work in
mind, let us vie\ü some of the virtues and
problems of evangelism today, as I see it.

Cooperolive Evongelism

Impact on the communítY-A con-
certed effort by a group of sound, gospel-
preaching churches will penetrate all
areas of life in a communitY in a waY

that no one church could.
This will attract the attention of the

irreligious and unconcerned. The man
on the street becomes soul conscious.

The social, political, educational, even
the religious life of an entire area may
be influenced by such an evangelistic
meeting.

Fellowship of Christians-A coopera-
tive evangelistic meeting usually breaks
down some of the sectarian barriers be-
tween sincere Christians and brings them
together in sweeter fellowship. This is

certainly needed.
Even among pastors and churches of

the same denomination there is too much
strife, jealousy, covetousness, and unholy
competition. It is diffcult to get over
these barriers, and such a mass meeting

I

may help.
Reaching the wtsaved-Probably the

most difficult part of evangelism is

getting the unsaved under the sound of
the gospel. Sometimes it is easier to get

the lost man to attend a mass meeting,
on neutral ground, than to persuade him
to attend a church service,

There are some sinners that no one

man, nor one church, will ever reach.
Several men, and churches, working to-
gether could reach them.

Problems of Cooperotive Evongelism

All efforts at evangelizing have dif-
ficulties. This area is no exception. Note
these:

Lack of cooperatíon--Tbe greatest
handicap to area-wide efforts of evan-
gelism is getting cooperation. Some pas-

tors would rather a sinner die and go to
hell than to be saved and join another
church.

I once thought medical doctors were
the most jealous of professional men. But
preachers have them beat.

There are many areas that Free Will
Baptists have sufficient churches to f,ll a

city auditorium in an evangelistic meet-
ing, if you could get them together. But
try it.

Most of the congregations are splits,
and divisions of splits, Each pastor is
pushing his own little red wagon, rocking

by Bobby Jockson

his own baby. He has neither the time
nor the interest to spend on any effort
outside his church.

Yet, this problem itself is one reason
such an effort is so desperately needed.

Need of finances-It is evident that
mass evangelism is now big business.
With the leading big-time evangelistic as-

sociations it calls for multi-million dollar
annual budgets.

To support an evangelistic party costs
money. Qualified musicians and organi-
zational men are not easy to come by.
They are impossible to acquire without
flnances.

Publicity is expensive. In one mass
campaign $80,000 was spent in news-
paper advertisement alone. This not only
buys ads inside, but front page, favorable
news coverage.

With enough money, brilliant journal-
ists and public relations men can create
a public image for any man. They can
make his name a household word.

This is impossible without money, big
lnoney. This problem has practically
destroyed small-time mass evangelism.

In fact, these two problems-coopera-
tion and finances-could even destroy
big-time evangelism. These two handi-
caps are so great that in an effort to
overcome them a man may compromise
his methods aud his message.

In order te get the greatest coopera-

I
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tion, a man holds meetings only under
the sponsorship and control of local coun-
cils of churches, mostly liberals.

In order to get the publicity and finan-
ces, he trims his message to generalities
and avoids specific sins. Thus, for the
secular and liberal religious world, he
takes the sting out of his message and
gains favorable publicity from the news
media. Plus, he puts himself in line for
large sums of needed financing.

It is impossible to buy television time,
radio time, newspaper space, and get
inside news coverage from the media
without big money. This is almost an
insurmountable problem.

Dfficulty ol follow-up-It is difficult
enough, under the best circumstances, to
bring new converts to maturity. In mass
evangelism the problem is probably
greatest. The converts have no attach-
ment to a local church, nor pastor.

This proper relationship to a local con-
gregation must be established. Then, the
teaching and training process must be
employed to produce necessary spiritual
growth.

Now let us turn our attention to the
second area.

Locql Church Evongelism

The evangelistic effort sponsored by,
and in conjunction with, a local church
is certainly the most common area of this
work. Practically all of us are familiar
with "revival meetings."

There are some definite advantages in
such services.

Base of operation-In the first place,
a well organized, established church in a

community gives a base of operation
from which to work. This opens doors
and opportunities that would be closed
without the church's influence.

Supply of workers and prospects-If
the church is evangelistic in its local
ministry, there will be a supply of per-
sonal workers already trained. These
help in visiting, witnessing, inviting, and
working with the unsaved.

Also, a good church will have pros-
pects-unsaved folks".related in one way
or another to the church and its people.
These are potentials for Jesus.

Easier f ollow-uP--:This most important
matter of keeping the converts is sim-
plified when they are brought to Jesus
through the ministry centered around a

local church.
If a man is saved in a church, has.

friends or relatives in that church, gets
acquainted with the pastor of the church,
the odds are he will unite with that local
church, Then if the pastor baptizes the
man, visits him, trains him, and brings
him into the fellowshlp of other believers,
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chances are that he will grow in the
Lord, follow on to serve Jesus, and live
a successful Christian life.

Ifowever, this area also has its prob-
lems,

Problems of Locql Church Evongelism

The big problem in local church evan-
gelism is that the ministry is completely
dependent upon that one local church.
No more people will be touched by the
meeting than those influenced by that
particular congregation.

Límíted otúreach--Jhe result is a very
limited outreach. After conducting over
four hundred series of local church meet-
ings in the past twelve years, I have
learnccl that the effcctiveness, fruitfulness,
and accomplishments of such meetings is
always determined by the church itself.

An entire community is seldom
touched by a local church meeting. The
church is viewed as sectarian. And the
meeting, as far as the community is
concerned, is that church's meeting. This
makes it difficult to get outsiders to at-
tend and participate in the meetings.

Lack ol preparation--4ince, in a local
church, there is no team of promoters
employed by the evangelist to go ahead
into the community and organize and
publicize, the entire task is in the hands
of the church.

Many times a lack of know-how, lack
of personnel lead to a very poor job of
preparation for the services. After all,
the church has two such meetings every
yeat. This is just "another" revival.
They expect nothing unusual to happen
and don't go out of the way to do any
particular planning. And they're right-
nothing happens out of the ordinary.

The previous two problems create the
1ast.

Lost . don't attend---:lhe greatest dif-
flculty I find in local church revivals is
getting the unsaved into the services.
There will usually be a few, but never
many. One or two close friends, or rela-
tives, of church folk will drop in. But
the unsaved man on the street never
shows up. This makes it impossible to
see but very little fruit.

Finally, a look at the last area of evan-
gelism.

Personql Evongelism

In reality, all evaneelism is personal.
The mass effo¡t is effective only as it
reaches individuals. The church evan-
geJism bears fruit only in individuals.
God doesn't save groups, crowds, num-
bers, or towns. God sâves a man named
Joe, a boy named Jimmy, a mother
named Mary.

Some tbings that make person to per.

son preaching fruitful are:
More people reached--Someone sug-

gested that if there were only one Chris-
tian, and he won another to Jesus in six
months, then the two of them won one
each during the next six months, and the
chain reaction continued, in fifteen years
every soul on earth would be evangelized.

'We know this is impossible for all
will not receive the message. But the
truth remains: more people working at
this ministry, personally, could reach
many more with the gospel.

Most effectíve method-The personal
preacher has opportunity to answer ques-
tions in the mind of the lost man. The
approach can be much more direct.

Helps Christians-Nothing will en-
courage, revive, and strengthen a Chris-
tian more than having a part in the sal-
vation of a lost soul. To experience the
joy and blessing of bringing someone
else to the Lord will build up the saint.

This area of the work also has hin-
drances.

Problems of Personql Evongelism

Ifere are just three of the problems:
I nsíncere decisons-When the unsaved

fellow is hit cold \Àrith the message, with
no time for the Holy Spirit to do the
work of conviction, no time to weigh the
matter, and pressure being brought to
bear by a zealous Christian, he may go
through the form of receiving Christ and
not really get saved.

Then, I have met some, who work at
personal evangelism, who are so con-
cerned about numbers and decisions that
they make it as easy as possible. They
count as converts everyone that aqrees,
or raises a hand, or nods his head. Many
of these are unsaved.

Difficulty of follow-up-If this work
is done without a local church as a base
to work from, it can be very hard to
follow up the decision. You witness to a
man. IIe makes a profession and goes his
way. Your paths never cross asain, To
help him further in developing as a
Christian is extremely difficult.

Lack ol workers--Jhe greatest prob-
lem in personal evangelism is getting
people to do it. Out of every one hun-
dred professing Christians, ninety-five
never win one sinner.

This is the number one problem in
every area of this ministry of evangelism.
The preachers are still few.

Will you volunteer for this work? Will
you enlist in this great task of evan-
gelism?

The Lord wants YOU!

The writer is a full-time evangelist, In additlon
to hls evangolistÍc minÍstry, Mr, Jacksaq he$
autho¡çd sgve¡al books.



oRsHIP has always taken some
form of program of activity.

While there may be some variation, at
the same time it must take some out-
ward form. One of the most subtle
devices of Satan is to car¡se people to
mistake outward conformity in religious
devotion for the reality itself. In every
period in the history of God's people
there have been those who suffered this
deception.

The people who lived under the Mo-
saic Law were especially susceptible to
this error. There were those who thought
that the outward performance of tbe
sacrifices and ceremonies would suffice
even though they manifest no ¡eal con-
cern for ordering their daily lives ac-
cording to God's law.

God made it cle¿r through Samuel
that those who had a disregard for the
will of God could not expect the olïering
of sacrifices to secure for them a right
relationship with God. After Saul's
failure to carry out the will of God to
utterly destroy the Amalekites and all
they had (1 Samuel 15:3), Samuel ap-
peared and said to Saul, "Hath the ronn
as great delight in burnt offerings and
sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the
r,onp? Behold, to obey is better than

10

MODERN
PHARISEES

by Leroy Forlines

sacriûce, and to hearken than the fat of
rams" (1 Samuel 15:22).

The classic Old Testament utterance
against the emptiness of mere outward
observance of religious ceremonies is
given by Micah. He said, "Wherewith
shall I come before the lonu, and bow
myself before the High God? shall I
come before him with burnt offerings,
with calves a year old? Will the r,ono
be pleased with thousands of rams with
ten thousands of rivers of oil? Shall I
give my firstborn for my transgression,
the fruit of my body for the sin of my
soul? He hath shown thee, O man, what
is good; and what doth the r,ono require
of thee, but to do justl¡ and to love
mercy, and to walk humbly before thy
God" (Micah 6:6-8)?

Those who were involved in injustice,
oppression, and gross immorality offered
sacrifices and observed the feast days. It
was the constant cry of the prophets
that God would not bless those who
showed no regard for His will in their
daily lives. Outward performance of
religious sacrifices \ilas no cure for sin.
Sacrifices were acceptable only when they
came from siúcere hearts backed up by
lives which were dedicated to doing the
will of God.

Between the time of Malachi's proph-
ecy and the coming of Christ the reli-
gious sect known as fhe Pharise¿s arose.
They rendered a very rigid obedience to
the law. They were very careful to ob-
serve the rites and ceremonies, and un-
like those whom the prophets spoke
against they gave strict obedience to the
law in their daily lives. They could not
be charged with immorality and many
of the sins which the prophets con-
demned. Yet, it was this group that re-
ceived the strongest denunciation that fell
from tåe lips of Jesus '(Matthew 23:13-
33 ).

The Pharisees could be counted upon
to be faithful in the offering of sacrifices,
observance of religious feasts, and other
observances that had been laid down by
religious leaders before their time. They
were very careful to tithe. They carefully
guarded their outwa¡d behavior.

With the passing of the Mosaic Law,
the outward form of religious obedience
changed. Our worship services are more
simple, and many of the outward restric-
tions of daily living are no longer bind-'
ing. But we have not been completely
removed from the possibility of commit-
ting, in principle, the same errors that
were committed when the Mosaic Law

C\f,NTACT
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A meøningful
worship experience in our

church seraices should
produce a

chønge in the outuard behaaior
of øn indiaidual

in his eaerydøy experiences

was in force. It is no secret that there
are those who have made a profession
and who are somewhat regular in church
attendance whose daily lives do not ex-
emplify a sincere devotion to God. Those
who are guilty of such show no evidence
of having experienced the saving grace
of God. God is no more pleased with
this type of hypocrisy than He was the
hypocrisy of those whom the prophets
denounced for their empty formalism.
It is important that we constantly cry out
against the meaninglessness of mechan-
ical attendance at church services. Our
chief interest, however, in this presenta-
tion centers around those who would
correspond, in principle, to the Pharisees
of Jesus'day.

If a Pharisee Ìvere living today, he
could be counted on for at least three
things if he were a member of a Free
Will Baptist church. (1) He would at-
tend all the services with rigid regularity.
He would attend Sunday School, Sun-
day morning worship service, Church
Training Service, Sunday evening service,
Wednesday evening service, and visita-
tion. (2) He would tithe. (3) He would
abide rigidly by the strictest set of stand-
ards for outward separation. He would
avoid such things as smoking, dancing,

JIINE 1968

drinking, theater attendance, and mixed
bathing. The Pharisees were never ac-
cused of failing to obey the outward
requirements of the Mosaic Law.

Certainly, we would not expect to flnd
a very high percentage of people in our
churches who could be called a "Phari-
see." Most people do not have that type
of outward obedience that would make
them a candidate for the name Pharisee
even if they could qualify otherwise.
The percentage of church members who
are faithful in the three things mentioned
above is so few that each one is con-
sidered to be a precious jewel. It is for
this very reason that we who take our
religion seriously run a danger of pro-
clucing Phariseeism in our membership.

The decline in regularity of church at-
tendance, the high percentage of those
who give only a token support to the
church and its ministries, and the
weakening of Christian standards natural-
ly calls for preaching to bring about
obedience in these areas. The high value
that is placed on obedience in these
areas makes it very easy for a person who
conforms to consider himself not only to
be a Christian, but also to be one of
the very best. The shocking fact is that
it is possible for a person to have made

a profession of faith and render the out-
ward obedience described above and
never have experienced salvation. Jesus
made it quite clear that many of the
Pharisees were not saved (Matthew 23:
13-15), Should we not learn a lesson
from this?

Is it not possible for a person to make
a profession of faith and not be saved?
It is common knowledge that many peo-
ple go to the altar and join the church
without experiencing salvation. While it
is true that most of these soon fade out
of the picture, is it not possible that one
could become regular in atendance? Is
it not possible for such a person to be-
come active in the church? Is it not
possible for such a person to tithe? Is
it not possible for him to observe the

(Continued on Page 15)

The author is a
membe¡ of the facul-
ty at Free Will Bap-
tist Bible College.
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Breqks Record
POCaffONf¡S, ARK'-The First Free

Will Baptist Church here recently broke

tneir C.f.S. attendance record' The total

uu"nduo". wut lO4. JohnnY Sago is

General Director and Rev' Ernest NI'

KennedY is Pastor.
Successful Revivql
FORT WALTON, FLA'-The Wright

Free Will Baptist Chu¡ch here reports a

successful week-end revival with Evan-

selist Arnold Woodlief of Marianna'

Ëiãri¿a. There were four first tinre dcci-

sions. Pastor Don Petis recommends Mr'
Woodlief to any church'

New Church
WICHITA, KAN'-The General Free

Wit naptist Church was recently estab-

lished by the First Kansas Association'

äi" to.ut.O ar 6534 Ward Parkway' This

ctrurctt grew out of a mission work' Rev'

Marvin M. Williams is Pastor'

Strong SuPPorter Pqsses

Ivr¡r-óNp, ÈLA.-n"u. Walter Eldridge,

ou.tot of First Free Will Baptist Church

l.r. uoo moderator of the Salem Associ-

ãtion, wettt to be with the Lord recently'

Mr. Eldridge was the son of the late

Rev. Joe etO.lOg., who ministered in

our denomination for 52 years' Rev'

Wuft"t Eldridge will long be remembered

for his faitnful service and dedicaticn to

our denomination' He was a ioyal sup-

norter o[ its ministries.
There were 23 ministers amoug the

hundreds of friends who attended the

ìno.tut of this esteemed man of God'

Cl¡urch Celebrates BirlhdoY
wÊsrraNP, MICH.-The communitY

Free Will Baptist Church on Cherry Hill
Road here recently celebrated its 10th

birthdaY.
With on" of the largest congregations

in the area, CommunitY Church has

grown from seven charter members in

i958, to the largest Sunday school in

Westiand. More than 800 people attend

classes each Sunday and the church is

aiming to go over 1000 during its tenth

Year.
Under the direction of Rev' Robert

C. Porter, the church is embarking on an

u-Ultiort new building program' A1-

ready completed is a $100,000 educa'
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tional building, and under construction

now is a l3-room Sunday school build-
ins to cost approximately $42,000'
îlun, ut" nó* on the drawing board

for a new sanctuary that will seat 1500'

and drawings have been completed for a

svmnasium that will include 11,000

íá,ru.. feet with 19 Sunday school rooms'

t*o office, and a kitchen' In overall

plans, the Sunday school will be able to

ãccommodate more than 3000'

Remodeling Progrom
lìrÁkrrvi GA.-The first Phase of a

remodeling program was recently com-

nleted bv the First Free Will Baptist
'Church íete. Attention has been cen-

tered on the sanctuary with the installa-

tion of new pews and wall to wall carpet'

The audiiorium was Painted oYster

white, trimmed with oak paneling, and

indi¡ect lighting was installed' Other im-

o.ou.-.ni, included the addition of two

älur.roo-. and another baptistry' Total

improvements to date have been esti-

mated at $12,000. The Pastor is Rev'

Milton Fields'
Prire Chonge Announced
NASHVILLE, TENN.-SPiraling Pro-

CONTACT



duction costs have forced the Sunday
School Department to increase the price
of literature. Effective \ilith the next
quarter's order, all quarterlies through
the Senior High level will be raised two
cents per copy. The Adult quarterlies
will cost an additional five cents per
copy.

In announcing the first increase since
1962, Roger Reeds, General Director of
the Sunday School Department, empha-
sizes that this additional income "would
insure a continued sound financial policy
and avoid curtailing the many services
which the department offers."
Superqnnuotion Sundoy
NASHVILLE, TENN.-AII Free Will
Baptist Churches are asked to observe
Superannuation Sunday on June 16. This
is a time to pay honor and tribute to the
ministers who have served their denomi-
nation faithfully. Special offerings should
be sent to the Superannuation Board, P.
O. Box 1088, Nashville, Tennessee 37202.
Missions Giving !ncreqsed
ORONO, MAINE-Home missionary
appointee Jim Nason has reported an in-
crease in the monthly support for his
work from the Free Will Baptist Church
in Linneus, Maine. Rev. Herbert Bryan
is the pastor of this congregation. The
two mission works in Nova Scotia, unde¡
the direction of Missionary Mack Owens,
have assumed additional amounts of the
total monthly need of $433.00 for the
mission activity here.

OBC Missionory Conference
MOORE, OKLA.-The beautiful thirty-
six acre campus of Oklahoma Bible Col-
lege, strategically located on Interstate
35 south of Oklahoma City, was the
scene of a very successful spring mission-

Dedícøtion. serr:ic¡rs lor the new building
ol the Faítlt. Frc¿ Will Baptist Church
M orrístotott, T c.n n e. sseo w cr e recently cort -
ducteil by Rea. Nornran. Pc,rkins. The
church is a Honte trlís.sír¡r.s project ol the
Union AssocíatÍon ol ltræ l ll Baptísts.
Reu. Houard Munsey ís |ho. ¡rustor.

('l'opl Sp¿:akers for the onnual Míssiott-
ury Conlerctrce at Oklahom.a Bíble Col-
lego, Lonnic Sparks, (L) Earníe l)eed.s,
(co¡¡¡pr¡ anil llolrcrt Shockcy (r,), talk
wìth Ilelen Stnìth, (1.) Shìrley Ìllurcin
(center), unil l)onnu I¡uugh¡ (r.),
(Ce.ntcr) lï7ìssÍonury lNurnie l)ecds l¿as u
displuy ol llrnzilian ítcmt ananged lor
aìeuing lry stltÌerrrs. Conlcrcnce partíci-
p.tnt Ma¡k Yandít;ort, Tulsa paEtot
Connie Caríker, trc sholon. witl¿ stuilents"
Ríchard Teruy, tety Bøtks, and Richard
Rust.
(Bottont.) The college quattet cotnposerl
of Dale Smíth (1, to r,) Charles Gann,
Daaíil Parisho anil Rícharil Rust proaíileil
specíal m.usíc duríng thc conference.

{k'11 '|¿.' ;+a
t *i
" -J^l ì:

i É":,qfllr coltacT \r-7 I
P.O. 8ox 1088 II Nåshvills- TBnn- 37202 t

readers rresponcl
DE,\R EDITOR:

CONTACT came today and it was a
blessing to read it, You are doing a
good job with it and God bless you in
your work.

Ronald Creech
North Carolina

ary conference,
The theme was "Pray Ye Therefore

The Lord of The llarvest, That He Will
Send Forth Laborers Into His Harvest."
During the three day conference, many
students concentrated on learning from
God His will for their lives. A full sched-
ule of missionary messages, papers, cul-
ture studies, and idea exchange sessions
fllled the three-day conference program.
Scores of area pastors attended the con-
ference. Missionary speakers partici-
pating were Lonnie Sparks, Earnie Deeds,
Bob Shockey and Mark Vandivort. Dr.
J. D. O'Donnell, President of OBC, pre-
sented a very interesting expository mes-
sage from First Thessalonians. Rev.
Lonnie Sparks of Africa commented that
"dedicated Free \Mill Baptist young peo-
ple made him very optimistic concerning
the future of our missionary ministry."

fuIrs. Linilø Smíth, below, Circulatiott
illantosc'¡ oî Contact antl recepttonist at
the NøtíonøI Office BuìIdíng tor almost
four years, bíils us larewell thís month.
She will be nr.oaíng u¡ítl¿ her husbanil,
Bohhy, to the contpus of Bob .fones Uní-
xerúty. Lìnila wíll wo¡k ín the Á.ilmínístrø-
tiae off.ces and Boltby uíll be ín the
gtad.uote school,

\]JtLL sfqþ faîl$
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THE CO/!A/!AON FILIER CLAY
(Written

by Jo Ann Hurst

to her husband Joe on his birthdaY)

Lord.
"Oh, Master, Thou art the Good Potter and

I shall be Thy clay; yielding to Thy slightest

touch I shall forever be. Here am I, O Potter'
Make of me the vessel of Thy choosing'"

He yielded and waited,
"A missionary to foreign lands!" thought

he. "O, Good Potter, make of me a vessel that

can serve those strangers in a far country, if
it pleases Thee." The Potter looked over him
anã selected other of the young man's friends'

"So be it," said the young man, and he waited
longer. When word came from the far coun-

tries that the needs there were great, the young

man shared his meager store.

"An educator of Christians?" The young

man felt his unworthiness and inabilities. Still'
he had promised to yield to the Potter's hand,

and he would pay his vows' But the Potter
shook His head and reached for others. And
when they needed new classrooms to teach the

Word and space to house the learners, the
y.oung man gave of himself and helped where

he could.
The young man was ever working. Always

he sought the Potter's direction and approval
and always he made himself available for
whatever type vessel the Potter should choose

to make of him. Now and again he felt the

Potter's hand taking a portion from him, but
the touch was gentle and he hardly noticed.

Time moved ever onward and the man, in
the middle years of life, looked about at the

beautiful vessels the Potter had made of his

friends. How magniflcent they were! Never
a pang of envy seized the man-only gladness

thãt his friends had become such useful ves-

sçls. He rejoiced in their endeavors.
The time came when the man felt his own

failures deeply, and he prayed before his Lord:
"O, Master, how ashamed am I that I have

been unworthy. I am Thy rejected clay be-

cause my properties and abilities are inferior'
I pray, Thee, forgive!" A¡d the good Potter
said, "Come here."

The Potter lifted the man's eyes that he

might see the many, many vessels that the

Potter had been making through the years'

The man happily recognized a great number of
his friends.

"Do you remember this?" asked the Potter
as He pointed to a beautiful vase. "I shall

HE youNc u¡N-ambitious, energetic and

zealous-bowed himself low before his
never forget it," said the Man. "It tryas made

by a wonderful and a very popular friend of
mine," "True", said the Potter, "but it became

split and broken from internal confusion' I
used you to stand in the crevices and hold
those broken pieces together until they could
mend. See, there is not even a scar to be seen'"

"And this one," continued the Potter as He
lifted a vessel with a handle on either side.

"Oh, yes!" exclaimed the man, "Fashioned by
a former classmate whom I admire." "Right'
again", said the Potter. "But the load was too
gieat when he was the only handle on the vase'

He did his best, but the weight of it was about

to wrench it from his grasp. Then I used you

to fashion a like handle and you shared the

burdens of the great man' Your strength gave

him a new hold, and together you preserved

this useful vessel even to this hour'"
Fondly, the Potter lifted a roly-poly pitchgr

and held it gingerly. "I know that one," said

the man. "A very gifted friend of mine made

it." "4h," smiled the Potter, "but it was tilted
and could not keep itself upright. All the con-

tents kept spilling out. Then I took you and

made of you ttris firm and level base. See, all

these years this vessel has stood upon your
foundation, and many are the good works that
have come forth'"

"Just look at all of these," continued the

Potter as he motioned to numerous smaller

vessels. "All of these exist because I could

count on you. Never dried out-always moist
and pliable-and yielded for any task I bade

you do."
"Not once," the Potter stated, "not once did

you balk or fail to hold firmly in the difficult
plu..r. Always the mender, the healer, the

peacemaker-you were my mending clay"l 
-

"But you have not understood my ways. You
yielded yourself that I might make of you a
GREAT something-but it pleased me more to
make of you many little somethings. But you

were never rejected, mY friend."
The old man was weary and well-spent. He

closed his eyes to take his rest. Fame and ap-

plause had never come to him, but contentment
was in his face. He knew a secret: The Great
Potter had not despised his lowly efforts after
alt. He had even whispered of His pride in
him-f1¿s Common Fíller ClaY.

The Joe Hursts a¡e presently ministering in Washing-
ton, D. C.

l4
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DELEGATES REPRESENTING SOME 40 CONSERVATIVE PROTESTANT BODIES

EXPRESS CONCERN FOR THE WELFARE OF MEN'S SOULS

/-r\HE National Association of Evan-
I gelicals met in Philadelphia, Pa.

for its 26th annual convention, Aprü 23-
25, 1968. Dr. Clyde Vy'. Taylor, general
di¡ector for the organization, set the tone
for the meetings and expressed the basic
commitments from which the association
moves, when he said:

"The witnessing church in a secular
world can be a dynamic force for God
only as it adjusts itself to changing con-
ditions. fn some ways and at some times
the church has shown itself vigorously
alive to new opportunities and to con-
tinuing responsibilities. . . . We dare not
engage ourselves exclusively in rear-
guard action to preserve the basically
biblical commitments which have char-
acterized our nation, important as this
function is. We in the church of Jesus
Christ must find ways to communicate
the Gospel to men where they are."

Reflecting this equal concern, dele-
gates adopted position papers and resolu-
tions stressing the Christian's "unique
and indispensable" contribution, which
is knowing "how to change men's
hearts and how to make over society
from within."

These delegates representing some 40
conservative Protestant bodies said they

believed the Christian church should have
more to offer America in its present
crisis than merely goods and services.
They affirmed the need for accompany-
ing social action "as we express our
concern for the welfare of the soul."

"As evangelicals," a resolution stated,
"we labor to win men, not merely to
move them. We are called to accomplish
our objectives, not by coercion, but by
conversion." Entitled "The Crisis in the
Nation," the resolution was only one of
several adopted by the convention.
Taking notice that both secular and reli-
gious agencies have launched "crash pro-
grams" to give racial and economic
minorities "more power in the determi-
nation of their affairs and greater benefits
from generally afluent society," the
paper reminded that "whatever the im-
mediate characteristics or dimensions of
the latest . . . upheaval, the basic mission
of the Church of Jesus Christ remains
unchanged by them."

This does not mean that evangelicals
are interested in the soul only, but "as
followers of a compassionate Christ we
would be compassionate also," the dele-
gates affirmed. "It is not in clashes and
confrontations that we manifest God to
the world. It is rather in demonstrations
of the power of the Holy Spirit to change
lives."

A second resolution on "Law and
Order" deplored the "theory" held by
some "that the necessities of justice in
some fashion stand above the require-
ments of law and order," It declared
that "in numerous instances civil and
religious leaders have shown themselves
seemingly more concerned for the crim-
inal than for the victims of his crime."
It further places NAE "squarely behind
those courts and law enforcement agen-
cies that labor to enforce the law firmly
and fairly at every level. Legislative
bodies are called upon "to devise ap-
propriate legislation to close constitution-
al loopholes and eliminate legal barriers
to strong and effective law enforcement."

Turning attention to the growing prob-
lems of alcohol and drug use, the min-
isters and laymen pointed with concern
to statistics showing that "drug (usage)
affects nearly one-fourth of America's
college and post-college people today.
,A.lcoholics and problem drinkers com-
prise one-sixth of the population over
18 years of age.'

Criticizing the federal government for
its recent multi-million dollar study of
the alcohol problem, which it said "en-
courages more and more people to drink
at an earlier and earlier age", by neutral-
izing remaining public opposition to
using beverage alcohol, the convention
expressed condemnation of effort to relax
the drug laws and commended "those
who continue to consider it their duty to
prosecute violators of existing laws,
whether it be in regard to sale, possession
or use of such drugs and alcohol."

Dr, David L. McKenna, president of
Seattle Pacific College, Seattle, Wash.,
calleci cn evangelicals to "get into the
game" on the issues of public moralþ.
He urged them to accept their respon-

¡ibility for the moral climate of the na-
tion. "Evangelicals have the message
for a nation in crisis," McKenna said,
"but they have not yet shown the motive
to follow the implications of that mes-
sage into the public sphere."

Senator Mark O. Hatfield, (R., Ore.),
in his address commented, "I feel
at home with you evangelicals, and I
join you in the belief that we live in a
great day of opportunity for the Chris-
tian church to witness to a confused,
secular world that Jesus Ch¡ist is suf-
ficient for every problem." The Senator
decried the daily reports on the kill ratio
in Vietnam that gives us a wrong set
of values. He said, "It is up to the
church to set the values straight." Con-
tinuing this address, he asked, "When
will we find out and confess that people
are really looking for something more
than a handout from the government?
People are looking for inspiration and
hope and leadership-something in
which they can place their faith."

The association's executive director,
Dr. Billy A. Melvin, stated the time has
come when all needless competition be-
t!Íeen evangelicals must be eliminated.
"The NAE has provided, in a number
of ways, opportunities for evangelicals to
express visibly their spiritual one-ness to
the world," said Dr. Melvin, and called
for cooperation on a local level across
America.

The 800 registrants and guests heard
evangelical leaders from across the na-
tion in more than 50 major addresses,
workshops and luncheons. Cincinnati,
Ohio was announced as the site for the
group's convention in April, 1969.
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by CLEO PURSELL

WNAC Convenlion

The Rev. G. Christian Weiss, Director
of Missions and associate radio minister

of Back to the Bible Broadcast, is the

keynote speaker for the Woman's Na-
tioïal Auxiliary Convention, July L6,

Oklahoma CitY.

Convention theme is "A World in
Hunger." Watchword, "Give Ye Theme

to Eat" (Mark 6t37).
Mrs. Trula Cronk, missionary to India

since 1948, is scheduled to speak at the

WNAC Fellowship Dinner which will be

held on MondaY, JulY 15, at 5:00 P'm'
Both events will be held in the Sheraton

Hotel.
Please order your tickets early from

\ryNAC, P. O. Box 1088, Nashville,
Tennessee 37202. Enclose an addressed,

stamped envelope with your check for
$235 per plale.

Dqtes lo Remember in June

¡ CTS Month
o Vacation Bible School

o Superannuation SundaY

o Fathers'DaY

Molher of the Bride

Every woman wants to give her daug]r-

ter ths "perfect wedding," but in the

flurry of 
-preparation it is easy to omit

certain dètails of planning' If your

daughter is planning a wedding soon and

yo.t--" a bit confused as to the financial

iesponsibilities of the bride's family, per-

hais the following information will help
you.

The bride and her family are respon-

sible for the bride's wedding and going-

away outfits, wedding annoüncemenJs,

engágement and wedding photographs,

"oõt 
of church organist, janitor, brides-

maids' bouquets, transportation for bridal
party from house to church and recep-

iioo, bridesmaids' luncheon, rehears-

al áinner, all reception costs, wedding

ring for the groom if there is a double-

ring ceremony, gifts for bride's atten-

t6
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dants and accommodations for bride's

attendants,
The groom is responsible for the mar-

riage license, bride's engagement and

*"áding rings, bride's bouquet and going-

awuy 
"ãttag", 

boutonnieres for men of
wedding party, flowers for both mothers,
gloves, ãscots or ties for men of wedding
party, gifts for ushers and best man, ac-

õommodations for ushers and best men,

fee for clergyman, and the honeymoon'

The groom's family is responsible for
their own traveling expenses and hotel

bills, rehearsal dinner (if they wish to
give it), wedding gift for the bride'

A Groom's Mother ProYs

"He1p me in mY new role.
Unrlvel any strings of possessiveness

that maY interfere in this new holY

union.
May I love her as mY own.
Heip me not to meddle, but to do mY

influencing through mY Prayers'
May theY allow You to work out Your

plan for their lives.
Make them a blessing,

salt in their environment
and lights showing forth the love

of Christ'
A new home.

Smile upon it with your benediction'
That will be sufficient.

Amen'

' Mrs. Hans Stensland

June Meetings

To publícize \ryomen's or Young Peo-
ples' meetings this month, the lettering

än posters ðould be interestingly made

up ãf tinY flowers' Or Paint or Paste

pictures oi flo*ett (from seed catalogs

ãr magazines) on your poster' 4- spr?y

of colõgne on your poster will add to its
appeal.

Menu for refreshments,' Strawberries

are at their best now, so whY not have

strawberry shortcakes, pie, or ice cream?

You might keep some cake or other des-

to \ /olTìan
sert on hand for a guest who maY be

allergic to strawberries.
Oiher suggestions are: melon balls or

sherbet balls i¡ melon cuPs; flower-
shaped sandwiches with radish roses,

cariot sticks, and sweet pickles or gherk-

ins; plain angel food cake with real roses

arranged in a small bowl in the center

and ierved with ice cream; "flower"
salads on lettuce leaves with blossoms

made from pineapple slices, centers from
candied cherries, a stalk from celery,

and leaves from pickle strips-all on a

bed of cottage cheese.

Your beverage will depend on the des-

sert and the hour: hot or iced coffee,

hot or iced tea, lemonade or limeade'

A Boy Needs q Fqther

The Korean War jolted American
complacency with the news that for the

first time in our history twenty-one G.[.s
had elected to staY in enemY hands.

Virginia Paisley investigated their back-
ground and found that out of the twenty-
óne, nineteen of them felt unwanted b¡t

their fathers or stepfathers. She further
discovered that eleven of the twenty-one
lost their fathers at an early age, either
by divorce or bY death. ObviouslY,

these boys had personality defects which
were caused, partially at least, from lack
of an adequate father in their lives'

Louis P. Thorpe tells us that a father
is important to a girl too' He represents

the symbol of what men are like (mascu-

linity). He is the representative head

of the family-breadwinner and econ-

omic provider. He is the sYmbol of
authority, to which she must submit or
follow. He is the father-parent with
whom she will one day share her mother-
hood and the lover-husband she will
someday have.

GEM

The father, listening to his boy's prayers'

suggested quietly: "Son, don't bother to
give Coa instructions; just report for
duty."

CONTACT



FROM THE
GREEK NEW TESTAMENT

I

bY ROBERT PlClRlLLl

In Ephesians 4:9 we have a brief
phrase that has often created consider-
able uncertainty about its meaning: "into
the lower parts of the earth." The con-
text of this verse concerns the victorious
Christ who, after His resutrection, as-

cended into Heaven and gave gifts to the
Church.

There are some who think that this
phrase, which says that Christ had
"descended first into the lower parts of
the earth," teaches that He descended
into the underworld between His death
and resurrection. Some of these teach
that Hades, before the death of Christ,
contained two compartments, one for the
righteous and the other for the wicked;
and that Christ, at His death and as-

cension, went into the portion of Hades
where the righteous were and delivered
them into Heaven.

Perhaps that explanation is not neces-

sary. Indeed, perhaps the phrase need
not present any serious difficulty at all,
if one will understand a certain gram-
matical point about the Greek construc-
tion used here. The words "of the earth"
are a translation of the Greek genitive
case (a point which does not necessarily
need to be understood by the reader).
In Greek, it is often true that a word
in the genitive ("earth" in this particular
phrase) may be ídentical with the word
it modifies ("lower parts" in this verse).
It seems to this writer that this is the
case in the verse before us.

If this interpretation is correct, then
all the phrase means is that Jesus, who
ascended into Heaven, was the very one
who first had descended into the "lower
parts" which we call the earth. The
reference would be, then, to His coming
to earth as a man at the incarnation, and
not to some mysterious descent into the
runclerworld at His burial. The phrase
worrltl be referring fo the earth itself as

thc "lower parts," and not to some lower
parts inside the earth.

If onc should question whether this
would bc a sensible interpretation, let
him recall that Jesus, on one occasion,
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ittY BEiT FùR tvtY CHILDREN
By V. Roymond Edmon

Faith in the Savior is the greatest contribution any parent can make to his children.

Greater than fame and better than money, even more important than education,

is giving to each child the gift of faith. That gift will be enlarged and

strengthened as he goes onward; and all of life will be sweeter, stronger,
and better for it.

How can I do my very best for my children?

The best method is to teach them by precept and practice. By seeing the
Lord Jesus in you they will come to love llim, trust Him, and to obey Him.

Your conducf will be the most obvious factor to them. Actions always speak

louder than words. In his love and admiration for his parents, the little child
learns early whether he is loved or not. As he grows older his big eyes observe

what is done; and he correlates his observations with the instruction given to him.

Intuitively the child understands practical Christianity in action. His response ':

will first be imitation of what he sees and hear's; but imitation can soon become a

living reality. He will believe what we believe. He will walk and talk as we do,
It will be easy for him to believe in the Savior for having seen Him in father and

mother.
Christian character will be as apparent to our children, younger and older,

as to others; perhaps more so. Before they learn to read the ABC's they read
character. Intuitively they understand adults much better than we give them
credit. Integrity, honesty, honor, unselfishness, courage in the face of great
diffculties-such character traits are deeply impressed upon young plastic minds.
The children will see Christ in our character, and will share the confidence that
others have in us. They will be proud of mother and dad, and of the Savior'

Otr conversation can show forth the Lord Jesus. Little folk have big ears as well
as big eyes. They comprehend the intent as well as the content of our talk. They
will make mental note of our appreciation and helpfulness for others; and
contrariwise of unkind and unfair c¡iticism. Our kindness and consideration for
others in what we say and what we do can teach them of Him who went about
cloing good to all.

Consistency is a jewel; and nowhere does it sparkle more brightly than in the
Christian home. At family altar we can teach children about Christ as we read
the Bible; but even more impressive to them will be their seeing Christ in us. They
will note what we say and do in Sunday School and church; and will compare
that with our attitude and actions in the home. Consistency in our words and our
works will be evidenced by the standards that we maintain i¡ the Lord's house and on
His day, and in the carefulness with which we do His work as laity or clergy' Your
faith in the Savior will be conveyed to the children by your faithfulness to them and
to the Lord, by your fatherly care and concern. To me it has always been challenging
and encouraging to remember that in days dark and foreboding, Noah's sons

followed their godly father even into the ark. That action must have seemed some-

what foolish to them, as it certainly was to the worldlings round about; but they
had learned to trust God because they trusted their father.

The future of your children depends so largely upon their faith in Christ.
Christian conduct, character, conversation, and consistency will pay big dividends
in the life of every child.

A family altar with its open Bible and bended knees for the whole family,
the happy home, the attendance of all the family at Sunday School and church-
all these make for a wholesome outlook on life by the children antl the
establishment of standards that will go with them throughout life. Correction
that is constructive, cooperation that is cheerful, harmony that is helpful, such

are the memories the children will carry with them when they leave our homes

and go into their place of service and usefulness.

-By permission from LINK

GEMTCONTINUED

spoke almost identical words. In John
3:13 He says: "No man hath ascended

up to heaven, but he that came clown
from heaven."
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Phorisees 4on't' from Page 9

outward standards of Ch¡istian conduct?

If the answer to these questions is yes, it
is possible for a Person to obeY the

highest standards of outward obedience

and still be unsaved.

Saved peoPle are also in danger of
being africted with Phariseeism' When-

"uaiu 
church places stress on outward

obedience without giving constant em-

phasis to the inner realities, the tendency

is to measure a person's spirituality by

his outward acts' The sad fact is that a
person can nleasure up well and at the

same tìme be spirìtuølly weak. A church

made up of such people need not be sur-

prised ii revival does not come and the

altar is barren.

Certainly, we cannot have salvation

and at thé same time show a disregard

for outward obedience' We cannot ex-

pect to have a strong growing 
- thyt:h'unless the membership is faithful in

church attendance, involved in the work
of the chu¡ch, supPorts the church finan-

cially, and abides by high standards of
Christian conduct. However, if we want

to avoid Phariseeism these things must

be the manifestation of the inner realities

of the Christian life. Mere outward

obedience is no more acceptable today

than it was when it was denounced bY

Jesus and the ProPhets.

It is important that we recognize that

the Christian life is not mereþ a matter

of abiding by a list of do's and don't's

reeardlesJ of how good that list may be'

Tñe Cb¡istian life is basically a personal

relationship with Jesus Christ. A personal

relationship begins with an inner attitude'
The outward manifestation of the Chris-

tian life is the fruit of the inner life. An
outward life that does not spring from an

inward reality is as Jesus told the Phari-

sees ". . like unto whited sepulchres,

which indeed appear beautiful outward,
but are within full of dead men's bones,

and of all uncleanness" (Matthew 23"

27).

We dare not go to the other extreme

and say nothing about outward matters'

but it is imperative that we give our

main attention to those inner attitudes

that produce the outward. A love for
Jesus-Christ must be the motivating factor
in our church attendance. A deep con-

cern for the spiritual needs of men must

thrust us forth into the ministries of the

church. A passion for holiness and a

hunger and thirst after righteousness

musi underlie our standards for living'
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April 1968 Year to Date

...$ 405.73 8r,626.91'

1,720.02

316.32

80.95

t22.46

L39.60

83.40

t,206.98

826.32

420.75

207.65

r22.1r

1,755.36 2,369.58

2,090.05 I,27t.60

548.07 r,024.05

130.10 1't8.49

2,397.53 2,492.16

291.O5

304.40

54.00

254.26

699.48

1,059.50

5,992.75

r,549.03

464.68

2,401.94 2,L6O.06

Year
Total to To Date

Aprit 1967 Designated

$1,260.60 $

465.09 465.09

1 ,3 15.13

149.l0

$6,518.15 $150.32'

9,432.72 321.07

6,862.66 237.98

5,256.39 209.17

3,226.53 57.68

968.41 46.55

aô a,)
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GIFTS

April,

Alabama

Arizona

Arkansas

California

Florida

Georgia

Michigan

Missouri

Idaho

Illinois

Indiana

Kansas

KentuckY 479'64

Louisiana 99.39

215.78 785.34

2,262.05 7,715.30

New Hampshire . .

New JerseY

New Mexico

t41.12

40.20

1,205.35

333.36

t37.89

750.15

r20.93

10.00

North Carolina

Texas

68.00

394.00

125.00

95.78

r,196.05 475.2?.

6,959.99

178.15

25.00

r34.70

634.29

1,281.73

5,534.94

2,t31.60 576.77

755.6t

Ohio .

Oklahoma

Tennessee

Virginia

Washington

Wisconsin

& Oregon

Executive Department

Foreign Missions

Free Will Baptist Bible College ' '

I{omeMissions...
Church Training Service

Superannuation

Master's Men

COOPERATTYE RECEIPTS

.....$2,186.61 $10'151.02

L,394.87 7,721.15

Board.....

336.47

50.00

6,672,04

4,601.83

2,280.46

1,t57.94

666.83

29.22Free Will BaPtist Children's Home
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on your investmeni through Executive Church Bonds, lnc.

ond help build o new Free W¡ll Boplist Church

through this investmenf.

Send for comp¡ele informotion

concerning this investmeRt.

Write


