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MATURITY
IS A
MuUsT

Rufus Coffey discusses with
Mark Vandivort the new fea-
ture “Problem Post” which
Mr. Vandivort will begin next

month in CONTACT.

A STUNTED, emaciated, underdeveloped child arouses great pity. When disease, im-
proper care or some bodily malfunction hinders physical growth it distresses us. Yet
there is something even more pathetic. It is an anemic, dwarfed, immature child of
God. In the pew and the pulpit we find so many who have not fully developed
spiritually. This lack of Christian growth is a cause for concern.

Churches are filled with babies wrapped in swaddling clothes instead of giants
clothed with the whole armor of God. Content to feed on the bottle and satisfied
with pablum, these babes would probably take the colic if their diet was changed. But
can we afford to allow this tragic condition to continue?

While we lament a sick, secular society, there is a need to grieve over the sick
toddlers in the church. Compassion moves us to help those who have physical
deficiencies. Likewise, more attention ought to be given to developing the spiritually
retarded saints.

False concepts of Christian maturity prevail. Some think of it as perfection. Others
may consider it regular Bible reading, prayer, church attendance and performing
some good deeds. Then, some have the notion that maturity is some ecstatic experi-
ence.

Maturity is more than being doctrinally sound. It is more than the dedication of
life. It is growing in the likeness of Christ. It is striving for obedience to all of
God’s revealed will, It is not only discerning the right, it is the determination to do
right whatever the cost. While there is no compromise of conviction there will be a
constructive attitude and loving spirit. Serving the Lord with all humility, a mature
Christian will die to selfish ambition.

A mature Christian is characterized by consistency, integrity, patience and self-
control. Such a person is a responsible Christian. He is able to calmly stand alone
in the times of testing. Regardless of circumstances, confident trust in God is main-
tained.

Paul summed up the meaning of maturity in II Corinthians 13:11, where he
related his experience of becoming a man by putting away childish things. This, of
course, is not achieved by a momentary decision. It is a progressive climb up the
rocky hill of life. It takes time. But age and experience do not bring it about
alone. Spiritual maturity is cultivated and nurtured by effort, prayer, grace and the
Holy Spirit. Constant reminding, prodding and exhorting are needed.

This problem is not new or peculiar to us. The church at Corinth was filled with
spiritual infants. The church at Ephesus had the same difficulty (Eph. 4:14, 15).
Paul exhorts this church to “grow up”. The last recorded words of Peter admonish
us to “grow in grace”. This same counsel applies to us today. To become a virile
church, more maturity must be attained.
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religious news

Conscientious Objectors
Forms Circulated

WASHINGTON, D, C. (MNS)—Most
Internal Revenue offices have available
the forms which a clergyman must use
if he wishes to seek exclusion from
Social Security coverage. The applica-
tion for exemption is Form 4361 and
provides guidance for those who, be-
cause of religious principle or conscience,
are opposed to “public insurance.”

Those considering exclusion on reli-
gious principle should note that the
grounds must be religious and that the
objection must be to all forms of “public
insurance” which pay retiral, health or
other benefits. Exclusion is not possible
on political or practical grounds. The
clergyman may not seek exclusion be-
cause he already has a suitable retiral
plan.,

A decision to be excluded is irrevoc-
able and cuts the minister off from all
government health and retiral programs
of the future,

Formerly, clergymen were excluded
from Social Security coverage unless they
signed a waiver, and voluntarily entered
the program. Under the new law, it is
compulsory for all ministers to partici-
pate unless they choose to exclude them-
selves on the grounds mentioned above.

Debate on Liquor

DALLAS (EP)—The traditional rule
against consumption of alcoholic bever-
ages by members of the Methodist
Church was fuel for a debate at the
April 21 convention of the denomination
here.

Louis Cassels, religion editor of United
Press International, says it has long been
an open secret that these rules are
winked at by a large proportion of
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Methodist laity and a not-inconsiderable
number of clergy.

A survey of drinking patterns among
Methodists five years ago showed that
61 per cent of them above the age of
15 use alcohol. That’s only two per-
entage points under the figure for Prot-
estants in general. Other surveys, says
Cassels, have indicated the number of
drinking Methodists may run as high as
70 per cent.

The policy of insisting on ftotal ab-
stinence is “producing hypocrisy and a
loss of integrity in the corporate life of
the church and in the lives of many min-
isters and laymen,” according to mem-
bers of the Methodist Board of Christian
Social Concerns which met last October.
The Board recommended that the de-
nomination scrap the ministerial pledge
of total abstinence and delete the section
of the Methodist “discipline” which per-
mits trial and expulsion of a drinker.
The Board also recommended the revis-
ing of the church’s official statement on
alcohol to stress practical reasons for
abstinence, while making it clear that
each Christian is free to make his own
“responsible decision” on the matter. The
new  statement, however, explicitly re-
affirms the conviction that “the choice
to abstain from the use of alcoholic
beverages is a sound and wise witness of
God’s liberating and redeeming love for
mankind.”

Quarter of Membership
as Missionaries

BLOOMINGSTON, MINN. (EP)—
An independent Bloomington congrega-
tion which has one-fourth of its adult
membership serving in foreign fields is
observing its 25th anniversary.

During the quarter century, Bethany

Missionary Church has oufgrown two
buildings and increased its membership
from 16 to 350 adult members. About
20 years ago, the congregation, then
with fewer than a score of members,
began praying for 100 missionaries and
money enough to send and support them
abroad.

Currently, the congregation has 119
missionaries overseas—76 of them mem-
bers of Bethany. As a result of the
prayer for missionaries, the congregation
started the Bethany Fellowship Mission-
ary Training Center.

Allegiance Asked

FRANKLIN SPRINGS, GA. (EP)—
In the wake of news that the Rev. Oral
Roberts has left the Pentecostal Holiness
Church to become a Methodist, denomi-
national leaders have expressed belief
that the members “will continue their
loyalty to their denomination will not be
affected by Mr. Roberts’ obvious move
into ecumenical circles.”

Symposium on Human Reproduction

WASHINGTON, D. C. (EP)—A
symposium on the control of human
reproduction will scrutinize medical, the-
ological and legal aspects of the problem
when some 25 scholars meet in Ports-
mouth, N. H. Aug. 28-31,

Jointly sponsored by Christianity To-
day and the Christian Medical Society,
the meeting will consider the problems of
contraception, sterilization and therapeu-
tic abortion with a multidisciplinary ap-
proach, “seeking to establish medical,
moral and legal guidelines for clinical
management.” Participants will present
discussion papers rooted in a Biblical
ethic and which will be “of pragmatic
value to the practicing physician and
clergyman.”




Can there be a bond of

Christian communion among Christians
apart from the

ecumenical band wagon

proposed by many religious leaders?

HAD visited the graves of my great-
I grandparents before as a boy, but it
had not occurred to me until I visited
their graves recently that their names on
the headstones were spelled differently.

As I looked at the two gravestones,
I thought of the tremendous tragedy of
splits, divisions, and wars. The two
headstones did not represent a conflict
between my great-grandfather, John, and
my great-grandmother, Emma. Rather,
the difference in spelling represented the
tragedy of a disagreement within a
family. According to family legend, it
happened this way.

At the time my great-grandfather
registered for the army the family name
was spelled Vandevort. The family be-
came divided over the Civil War issue,
and those who took the side of the
Union cause changed their name to Van-
divort.

When Great-grandfather was buried,
the government carved the original spell-
ing on his headstone, When Great-
grandmother was buried, the later
spelling was carved on her headstone.

It is not uncommon for people with
Dutch names to ask, “How did you come
to have an 4’ in your Dutch name?” I
am proud of my name and of my family.
However, it is tragic that brothers would
separate themselves over political issues.
I can imagine the deep pain it must have
caused. Perhaps there is room for fam-
ily disagreement in politics but not divi-
sion.

What about the family of brothers and
sisters in Christ? Is there legitimate rea-
son for division? There will not be divi-
sion in heaven. There should not be
division on earth.

I am not campaigning for the ecu-
menical band wagon that proposes one
organic world church. I believe this to
be the world apostate religious system
foretold in.prophecy. I don’t believe any
Free Will Baptist desires to be caught up
in the world network of churches. How-
ever, 1 do believe there should be a

point of Christian communion with
brothers and sisters in Christ wherever
we find them.

1 believe it is in the will of God for
us Christians to group together as we do
in our denominations. Within our de-
nomination we can enjoy agreement on
our form of worship, church government,
and church doctrines.

It is important that we remember that
one of the blessed privileges of being a
Free Will Baptist is the liberty of in-
dependence within the local church. The
local church has enjoyed being the high-
est governing body in the Free Will Bap-
tist denomination.

For thirty-three years as a national
association we have enjoyed working
together in a wonderful fellowship of
churches with the Bible as our rule of
faith and practice and the Free Will Bap-
tist treatise as an expression of our
interpretations and practices. Our treatise
has afforded us with some room for in-
dependence of thought and practice while
still working together as a fellowship of
believers.

Any decisive spirit in our denomi-
nation would spell doom for our mis-
sionary programs, Christian education,
mushrooming youth ministries, Sunday
school development programs, and many
other denominational functions, We
have buildings built and programs
started that can only be maintained with
our denomination’s unity and co-opera-
tion.

Anyone who has driven a team of
mules, horses, or sleigh dogs knows the
terrible confusion created when the
animals fight in the harness. Everything
comes to a halt, and much valuable time
and energy are lost while the mess is
being straightened out. Sometimes the
harness has to be repaired before the
project at hand can go on. Thinking in
spiritual terms, I believe only carnal
Christians stop pulling together and
begin fighting in the harness (I Corin-
thians 3:1-11).

Free Will Baptists have always been
aware of differences of opinions and
practices on such points as the millenium,
feet washing, and “Can a backslider be
lost?” Yet, we have managed to work
together.

My wife and I are from the same state.
1 was reared an amillenialist and hardly
realized that there was another interpre-
tation of eschatology until I began to
meet Christians from other areas and
affiliations. My wife was reared a pre-
millenialist and was surprised to learn
that there were Free Will Baptists who
believed differently. Despite this dif-
ference, 1 believe our home state has
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BV RANGELISM

VANGELISM is the work of preaching
E the good news of salvation to men.
Looking at this work today, it easily
takes three forms—(1) mass or co-opera-
tive evangelism, (2) local church evan-
gelism, and (3) personal evangelism.
With these three areas of the work in
mind, let us view some of the virtues and
problems of evangelism today, as I see it.

Cooperative Evangelism

Impact on the commmunity—A con-
certed effort by a group of sound, gospel-
preaching churches will penetrate all
areas of life in a community in a way
that no one church could.

This will attract the attention of the
irreligious and unconcerned. The man
on the street becomes soul conscious.

The social, -political, educational, even
the religious life of an entire area may
be influenced by such an evangelistic
meeting.

Fellowship of Christians—A coopera-
tive evangelistic meeting usually breaks
down some of the sectarian barriers be-
tween sincere Christians and brings them
together in sweeter fellowship. This is
certainly needed.

Even among pastors and churches . of
the same denomination there is too much
strife, jealousy, covetousness, and unholy
competition, It is difficult to get over
these barriers, and sueh a mass meeting
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may help.

Reaching the unsaved—Probably the
most difficult part of evangelism is
getting the unsaved under the sound of
the gospel. Sometimes it is easier to get
the lost man to attend a mass meeting,
on neutral ground, than to persuade him
to attend a church service.

There are some sinners that no one
man, nor one church, will ever reach.
Several men, and churches, working to-
gether could reach them.

Problems of Cooperative Evangelism

All efforts at evangelizing have dif-
ficulties. This area is no exception. Note
these:

Lack of cooperation—The greatest
handicap to area-wide efforts of evan-
gelism is getting cooperation. Some pas-
tors would rather a sinner die and go to
hell than to be saved and join another
church,

I once thought medical doctors were
the most jealous of professional men. But
preachers have them beat.

There are many areas that Free Will
Baptists have sufficient churches to fill a
city auditorium in an evangelistic meet-
ing, if you could get them together. But
try it.

Most of the congregations are splits,
and divisions of splits. EBach pastor is
pushing his own little red wagon, rocking
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by Bobby Jackson

his own baby. He has neither the time
nor the interest to spend on any effort
outside his church.

Yet, this problem itself is one reason
such an effort is so desperately needed.

Need of finances—It is evident that
mass evangelism is now big business.
With the leading big-time evangelistic as-
sociations it calls for multi-million dollar
annual budgets.

To support an evangelistic party costs
money. Qualified musicians and organi-
zational men are not easy to come by.
They are impossible to acquire without
finances.

Publicity is expensive. In one mass
campaign $80,000 was spent in news-
paper advertisement alone. This not only
buys ads inside, but front page, favorable
news coverage.

With enough money, brilliant journal-
ists and public relations men can create
a public image for any man. They can
make his name a household word.

This is impossible without money, big
money. This problem has practically
destroyed small-time mass evangelism.

In fact, these two problems-—coopera-
tion and finances—could even destroy
big-time evangelism. These two handi-
caps are so great that in an effort to
overconme them a man may compromise
his methods and his message.

In order to get the greatest coopera-
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glancing
around
the
states

Breaks Record

POCAHONTAS, ARK.—The First Free
Will Baptist Church here recently broke
their C.T.S. attendance record, The total
attendance was 104, Johnny Sago is
General Director and Rev. Ernest M.
Kennedy is pastor.

Successful Revival

FORT WALTON, FLA.—The Wright
Free Will Baptist Church here reports a
successful week-end revival with Evan-
gelist Arnold Woodlief of Marianna,
Florida. There were four first time deci-
sions. Pastor Don Petis recommends Mr.
Woodlief to any church.

New Church

WICHITA, KAN.—The General Free
will Baptist Church was recently estab-
lished by the First Kansas Association.
1t is located at 6534 Ward Parkway. This
church grew out of a mission work. Rev.
Marvin M, Williams is pastor.

Strong Supporter Passes

MALONE, FLA —Rev. Walter Eldridge,
pastor of First Free Will Baptist Church
here and moderator of the Salem Associ-
ation, went to be with the Lord recently.
Mr. Eldridge was the son of the late
Rev. Joe Eldridge, who ministered in
our denomination for 52 years. Rev.
Walter Eldridge will long be remembered
for his faithful service and dedicaticn to
our denomination. He was a loyal sup-
porter of its ministries.

There were 23 ministers among the
hundreds of friends who attended the
funeral of this esteemed man of God.
Church Celebrates Birthday
WESTLAND, MICH.—The Community
Free Will Baptist Church on Cherry Hiil
Road here recently celebrated its 10th
birthday.

With one of the largest congregations
in the area, Community Church has
grown from seven charter members in
1958, to the largest Sunday school in
Westland. More than 800 people attend
classes each Sunday and the church is
aiming to go over 1000 during its tenth
year.

Under the direction of Rev. Robert
C. Porter, the church is embarking on an
ambitious new building program. Al-
ready completed is a $100,000 educa-
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Missionary Walter Ellison (L) and Rev.

showing the total money

campaign led by the Woman’s Auxiliary
Ellisons to return to Uruguay.

made it possible for the

tional building, and under construction
now is a 13-room Sunday school build-
ing to cost approximately $42,000.
Plans are now on the drawing board
for a new sanctuary that will seat 1500,
and drawings have been completed for a
gymnasium that will include 11,000
square feet with 19 Sunday school rooms,
two offices and a kitchen. In overall
plans, the Sunday school will be able to
accommodate more than 3000.
Remodeiing Program
BLAKELY, GA.—The first phase of a
remodeling program was recently com-

Shown below is the recently
baptistry, study, nursery, rest

mated cost of the construction
ing labor the total cost was

raised by the Wo

completed ¢
building is completely centrally-heated and air
rooms, kitchen, fellowship area, and classrooms. Esti-
is approximately $54,000.00. With members contribut-
less than $25,

Ralph
oddale Church,
of the church.

000. Rev.

Staten (r.) are shown by the poster
Knoxville, Tennessee in a

The offering of $1,650.00

pleted by the First Free Will Baptist
Church here. Attention has been cen-
tered on the sanctuary with the installa-
tion of new pews and wall to wall carpet.
The auditorium was painted oyster
white, trimmed with oak paneling, and
indirect lighting was installed. Other im-
provements included the addition of two
classrooms and another baptistry. Total
improvements to date have been esti-
mated at $12,000. The pastor is Rev.
Milton Fields.
Price Change Announced
NASHVILLE, TENN.—Spiraling pro-

hurch building at Thomaston, Georgia, The

conditioned. It houses a sanctuary,

William Travis is the pastor.
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DELEGATES REPRESENTING SOME 40 CONSERVATIVE PROTESTANT BODIES
EXPRESS CONCERN FOR THE WELFARE OF MEN’S SOULS

HE National Association of Evan-
gelicals met in Philadelphia, Pa.
for its 26th annual convention, April 23-
25, 1968. Dr. Clyde W. Taylor, general
director for the organization, set the tone
for the meetings and expressed the basic
commitments from which the association
moves, when he said:

“The witnessing church in a secular
world can be a dynamic force for God
only as it adjusts itself to changing con-
ditions. In some ways and at some times
the church has shown itself vigorously
alive to new opportunities and to con-
tinuing responsibilities. . . . We dare not
engage ourselves exclusively in rear-
guard action to preserve the basically
biblical commitments which have char-
acterized our nation, important as this
function is. We in the church of Jesus
Christ must find ways to communicate
the Gospel to men where they are.”

Reflecting this equal concern, dele-
gates adopted position papers and resolu-
tions stressing the Christian’s ‘“unique
and indispensable” contribution, which
is knowing “how to change men’s
hearts and how to make over society
from within.”

These delegates representing some 40
conservative Protestant bodies said they

1968
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believed the Christian church should have
more to offer America in its present
crisis than merely goods and services.
They affirmed the need for accompany-
ing social action ‘“as we express our
concern for the welfare of the soul.”

“As evangelicals,” a resolution stated,
“we labor to win men, not merely to
move them. We are called to accomplish
our objectives, not by coercion, but by
conversion.” Entitled “The Crisis in the
Nation,” the resolution was only one of
several adopted by the convention.
Taking notice that both secular and reli-
gious agencies have launched “crash pro-
grams” to give racial and economic
minorities “more power in the determi-
nation of their affairs and greater benefits
from generally affluent society,” the
paper reminded that “whatever the im-
mediate characteristics or dimensions of
the latest . . . upheaval, the basic mission
of the Church of Jesus Christ remains
unchanged by them.”

This does not mean that evangelicals
are interested in the soul only, but “as
followers of a compassionate Christ we
would be compassionate also,” the dele-
gates affirmed. “It is not in clashes and
confrontations that we manifest God to
the world. It is rather in demonstrations
of the power of the Holy Spirit to change
lives.”

A second resolution on “Law and
Order” deplored the ‘‘theory” held by
some “that the necessities of justice in
some fashion stand above the require-
ments of law and order.” It declared
that “in numerous instances civil and
religious leaders have shown themselves
seemingly more concerned for the crim-
inal than for the victims of his crime.”
It further places NAE “squarely behind
those courts and law enforcement agen-
cies that labor to enforce the law firmly
and fairly at every level. Legislative
bodies are called upon “to devise ap-
propriate legislation to close constitution-
al loopholes and eliminate legal barriers
to strong and effective law enforcement.”

Turning attention to the growing prob-
lems of alcohol and drug use, the min-
isters and laymen pointed with concern
to statistics showing that “drug (usage)
affects nearly one-fourth of America’s
college and post-college people today.
Alcoholics and problem drinkers com-
prise one-sixth of the population over
18 years of age.”

Criticizing the federal government for
its recent multi-million dollar study of
the alcohol problem, which it said “en-
courages more and more people to drink
at an earlier and earlier age”, by neutral-
izing remaining public opposition to
using beverage alcohol, the convention
expressed condemnation of effort to relax
the drug laws and commended “those
who continue to consider it their duty to
prosecute violators of existing laws,
whether it be in regard to sale, possession
or use of such drugs and alcohol.”

Dr, David L. McKenna, president of
Seattle Pacific College, Seattle, Wash.,
called on evangelicals to “get into the
game” on the issues of public morality.
He urged them to accept their respon-
sibility for the moral climate of the na-
tion. “Evangelicals have the message
for a nation in crisis,” McKenna said,
“but they have not yet shown the motive
to follow the implications of that mes-
sage into the public sphere.”

Senator Mark O. Hatfield, (R., Ore.),
in his address commented, “I feel
at home with you evangelicals, and I
join you in the belief that we live in a
great day of opportunity for the Chris-
tian church to witness to a confused,
secular world that Jesus Christ is suf-
ficient for every problem.” The Senator
decried the daily reports on the kill ratio
in Vietnam that gives us a wrong set
of values. He said, “It is up to the
church to set the values straight.” Con-
tinuing this address, he asked, “When
will we find out and confess that people
are really looking for something more
than a handout from the government?
People are looking for inspiration and
hope and leadership—something in
which they can place their faith.”

The association’s executive director,
Dr. Billy A. Melvin, stated the time has
come when all needless competition be-
tween evangelicals must be eliminated.
“The NAE has provided, in a number
of ways, opportunities for evangelicals to
express visibly their spiritual one-ness to
the world,” said Dr. Melvin, and called
for cooperation on a local level across
America.

The 800 registrants and guests heard
evangelical leaders from across the na-
tion in more than 50 major addresses,
workshops and luncheons. Cincinnati,
Ohio was announced as the site for the
group’s convention in April, 1969.
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FROM THE
GREEK NEW TESTAMENT

by ROBERT PICIRILLY

In Bphesians 4:9 we have a brief
phrase that has often created consider-
able uncertainty about its meaning: “into
the lower parts of the earth.” The con-
text of this verse concerns the victorious
Christ who, after His resurrection, as-
cended into Heaven and gave gifts to the
Church.

There are some who think that this
phrase, which says that Christ had
“descended first into the lower parts of
the earth,” teaches that He descended
into the underworld between His death
and resurrection. Some of these teach
that Hades, before the death of Christ,
contained two compartments, one for the
righteous and the other for the wicked;
and that Christ, at His death and as-
cension, went into the portion of Hades
where the righteous were and delivered
them into Heaven.

Perhaps that explanation is not neces-
sary, Indeed, perhaps the phrase need
not present any serious difficulty at all,
if one will understand a certain gram-
matical point about the Greek construc-
tion used here. The words “of the earth”
are a translation of the Greek genitive
case (a point which does not necessarily
need to be understood by the reader).
In Greek, it is often true that a word
in the genitive (“‘earth” in this particular
phrase) may be identical with the word
it modifies (“lower parts” in this verse).
It seems to this writer that this is the
case in the verse before us.

If this interpretation is correct, then
all the phrase means is that Jesus, who
ascended into Heaven, was the very one
who first had descended into the “lower
parts” which we call the earth. The
reference would be, then, to His coming
to earth as a man at the incarnation, and
not to some mysterious descent into the
underworld at His burial. The phrase
would be referring to the earth itself as
the “lower parts,” and not to some lower
parts inside the earth.

1f one should question whether this
would be a sensible interpretation, let
him recall that Jesus, on one occasion,
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my BEST FOR MY CHILDREN

By V. Raymond Edman

Faith in the Savior is the greatest contribution any parent can make to his children.

Greater than fame and better than money, even more important than education,
is giving to each child the gift of faith. That gift will be enlarged and
strengthened as he goes onward; and all of life will be sweeter, stronger,
and better for it.

How can I do my very best for my children?

The best method is to teach them by precept and practice. By seeing the
Lord Jesus in you they will come to love Him, trust Him, and to obey Him.

Your conduct will be the most obvious factor to them. Actions always speak
louder than words. In his love and admiration for his parents, the little child
learns early whether he is loved or not. As he grows older his big eyes observe
what is done; and he correlates his observations with the instruction given to him.

Intuitively the child understands practical Christianity in action. His response
will first be imitation of what he sees and hears; but imitation can soon become a
living reality. He will believe what we believe. He will walk and talk as we do.
It will be easy for him to believe in the Savior for having seen Him in father and
mother .

Christian character will be as apparent to our children, younger and older,
as to others; perhaps more so. Before they learn to read the ABC’s they read
character. Intuitively they understand adults much better than we give them
credit. Integrity, honesty, honor, unselfishness, courage in the face of great
difficulties—such character traits are deeply impressed upon young plastic minds.
The children will see Christ in our character, and will share the confidence that
others have in us. They will be proud of mother and dad, and of the Savior.

Our conversation can show forth the Lord Jesus. Little folk have big ears as well
as big eyes. They comprehend the intent as weil as the content of our talk. They
will make mental note of our appreciation and helpfulness for others; and
contrariwise of unkind and unfair criticism. Our kindness and consideration for
others in what we say and what we do can teach them of Him who went about
doing good to all.

Consistency is a jewel; and nowhere does it sparkle more brightly than in the
Christian home. At family altar we can teach children about Christ as we read
the Bible; but even more impressive to them will be their seeing Christ in us. They
will note what we say and do in Sunday School and church; and will compare
that with our attitude and actions in the home. Consistency in our words and our
works will be evidenced by the standards that we maintain in the Lord’s house and on
His day, and in the carefulness with which we do His work as laity or clergy. Your
faith in the Savior will be conveyed to the children by your faithfulness to them and
to the Lord, by your fatherly care and concern. To me it has always been challenging
and encouraging to remember that in days dark and foreboding, Noah’s sons
followed their godly father even into the ark. That action must have seemed some-
what foolish to them, as it certainly was to the worldlings round about; but they
had learned to trust God because they trusted their father.

The future of your children depends so largely upon their faith in Christ.
Christian conduct, character, conversation, and consistency will pay big dividends
in the life of every child.

A family altar with its open Bible and bended knees for the whole family,
the happy home, the attendance of all the family at Sunday School and church—
all these make for a wholesome outlook on life by the children and the '
establishment of standards that will go with them throughout life. Correction
that is constructive, cooperation that is cheerful, harmony that is helpful, such
are the memories the children will carry with them when they leave our homes
and go into their place of service and usefulness.
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GEMS—CONTINUED

spoke almost identical words. In John
3:13 He says: “No man hath ascended

up to heaven, but he that came down
from heaven.”
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