





THE GREATEST
NEWS EVENT

Editor Coffey pauses by
graveside of Thomas H. Wil.

ley

HIS TURBULENT year has produced some startling news. Shocking events have

attracted world-wide attention. Reports of violence, crime, riots, political change,
war and international affairs have filled the news media. Many stories that flashed
around the globe were not good. Fear and frustration resulted. Before emotions can
be calmed, minds become engrossed in another catastrophic occurence.

Almost 2,000 years ago something happened that has never lost its significance.
This marvelous event provides the key to confronting our surrounding circumstances
and gives us courage to face these troublesome times.

It may well be referred to as the world’s greatest news story. Even though it did
not make the headlines of the “Bethlehem Morning News” that first Christmas Day,
it was reported by an angel to some lowly shepherds. Later recorded by Dr. Luke, it
has become the most important story ever published. The account of this thrilling
event is found in Luke 2:10, 11:

“Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy,
which shall be to all people. For unto you is born this day in
the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.”

After the angel’s announcement of this Saviour’s birth, an army of angels appeared
praising God and proclaiming peace to men subjected to God’s good will. Their
mission fulfilled, they returned to heaven leaving the shepherds to personally confirm
this phenomenal experience. Hastily, they went to Bethlehem to investigate the facts.
When they discerned the truth of this wonderful story, they began immediately making
known abroad that which was told them concerning the Christ Child.

No where do we see more clearly the responsibility of mortal men telling this
immortal story. They recognized they must relay this message of good news, great joy
and God’s peace to all people. God committed to men the task of perpetually propagat-
ing His message.

Obviously, men have not done a good job telling this joyful news. When headlines
result more often from man’s sinfulness it is a commentary on our failure to proclaim
the story of the Saviour. A sorrowful world desperately needs this story of gladness.
A strife-torn world needs the message of peace. A lost world needs to know the
saving power of Christ. A rebellious world needs to hear of Christ the Lord.

Man’s pursuit of peace, happiness and security has been unsuccessful. We have
the answer to his search in the greatest story ever told. The hymn writer expressed
it well:

“We've a story to tell to the nations,
That shall turn their hearts to the right;
A story of truth and sweetness,

A story of peace and light.

A disillusioned world is filled with fear and frustration. Only the joy of salvation
can dispel the despair of the sad heart. Christmas will become more meaningful by a
fresh commitment to tell anew this old story with its relevant message to this con-
temporary age.

Sap
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AFTER MONTHS OF INTENSIVE RESEARCH
AND PLANNING, A PLAN HAS BEEN DEVISED THAT
PROVIDES SECURITY FOR THE FUTURE OF OUR MINISTERS.
THE STABILITY AND ADEQUACY OF THIS PROGRAM
ARE DESCRIBED IN THE FOLLOWING ARTICLE.

time make appreciable deposits to a retirement

annuity fund that assures you an adequate retire-
men income? If so, then your family is assured an income
should you die before retirement age.

Unfortunately, few men are financially able to support both
programs. The majority of Free Will Baptist ministers fall
into the category of those who cannot afford a prudent amount
of protection for their families if they die or a decent, though
modest, retirement incone,

A deep concern for this need of the more than 2200 pas-
tors and 1000 other ministers of the National Association of
Free Will Baptists has been expressed by the laity. After sev-
eral months of study, a plan that will enable us to begin to
meet these twin needs has been proposed. The plan incor-
porates an added benefit which will provide valuable serv-
ices to our Association above and beyond the insurance and
retirement benefits. In addition to the outstanding benefits of
the program, it is designed to involve the laity in active par-
ticipation.

Even though we cannot now afford a retirement program
for our ministers in its completed form and amount, we can
institute a program which will enable us to enroll people im-
mediately—thereby cutting our costs over the long run—and
which is geared to expansion so that we can develop it into a
complete program. This is how it works:

The program is geared to overcome the three prime ob-
stacles which have deterred us heretofore: lack of funds on
our part, lack of data, especially underwriting information, on
the part of the insurance companies, and lack of control and
communication so that a sufficient number may be enrolled.

By enlisting the services and support of the Master’'s Men
we can begin a program which hurdles all three obstacles and
provides the nucleus necessary for long term development of
a complete program.

There will be an insurance program for the ministers and a
separate one for the Master’s Men. The participating minister
will purchase a cash value life insurance policy for a face
amount of $1,500 or multiples thereof. The low monthly pre-
mium will include a disability premium waiver and a double
indemnity clause. But what is more important is a rider to
the policy that will permit a participating minister to purchase
an additional policy in the same amount as his initial policy
when he re-enrolls each year. These re-enrollment periods
will extend until determined lifetime maximum is reached.
This graduating plan develops into an adequate program from
a modest start. It is anticipated that individual churches will
pay their minister’s premium.

In addition there will be a Minister’s Retirement Trust
Fund. Tts initial monies will be provided by members of the
Master’s Men who choose to contribute five dollars per month
to the Fund. Eventually it will be self-sustaining, with only
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RE YOU financially able to pay premiums on an
: 04 adequate life insurance program and at the same

the interest on the Fund being expended. Contributions out
of the Fund will be pro-rated among retiring ministers ac-
cording to their participation in the life insurance program.

For example: it takes a capital fund of nearly $1600 to
provide a lifetime monthly income of $10.00. If a retiring
minister’s life insurance program has a cash value of $16,000,
it will provide him with an income of $100 per month. If the
Trust Fund can match the minister’s contribution on a two
for one basis, he can be provided with an income of $300 per
month,

At the outset, our proposed program will not achieve that
result. But it does provide a nucleus for developing to that
point and beyond.

Enrollment in the program will be in the form of an insur-
ance application. Every minister and every member of the
Master’s Men will be asked to fill out the form whether or
not he decides to participate in the program. In this manner
we will provide the insurance company with sufficient infor-
mation to work out a long range program so that we will have
clear goals that will enable us to chart our own objectives.

The enrollment phase also provides us with the first bene-
fit of the program for it can be considered as much a census
as an enrollment. The National Office will have a complete
list of ministers and organized laymen, and the Master’s Men
will have a copy for its own use.

The census will provide the basis for increased and more
effective communication. A separate article telling how lay-
men can help will lay out the mechanics of the program. But
note the second benefit of our program. Administering the
insurance program and retirement fund will require an addi-
tional staff person at our National Office. The Life and Cas-
ualty Insurance Company of Tennessee, which has developed
the proposed program for us, has agreed to meet the cost of
the staff person required. The individual will be highly skilled
and will devote attention to the insurance and retirement fund
management. The balance of the administrator’s time will be
put to good use here at the National Offices in a variety of
projects not directly related to the Fund but ones that will
enable us to advance more rapidly toward a fully developed
insurance and retirement program for our ministers.

That’s our program in a nutshell. Tt embodies all the ele-
ments required for full development and permits us to begin
HOW.

The needs being met by this program are evident. Indeed,
they have been hanging fire too long. The concern of our laity
for our ministers has been expressed clearly and frequently.
Now we have the opportunity to act. In doing so we will be
gaining valuable benefits for our entire Association as well as
meeting felt needs.

Your complete cooperation and wholehearted support in
this program will give added impetus to our firm conviction
that we are headed in the right direction in providing secur-
ity for our retired ministers.






throughout the Old Testament. The Lord
Jesus Christ Himself reaffirmed the
promises during His earthly ministry.

Before He left this earth to return to
heaven, He said, “I will come again.”
These words have been the hope and the
comfort of millions of believers for the
past twenty centuries. He, as the glori-
fied Christ, repeated these words to the
apostle John on the lonely island of
Patmos. Here He sharpened His prom-
ise and delivered it in a dramatic way,
“And, behold I come quickly; and my
reward is with me” (Rev, 22:12),

He did not mean that He was coming
soon—that is not what He said. He said
that His coming, with all that it en-
tailed, would occupy a very brief time
—*“I come quickly.” This is the last
promise that has come to us from
heaven.

The second coming of Christ will be
the completion of His first coming. He
must come again to complete the work
of His first coming.

“But,” you may say, “He said on the
cross, ‘It is finished.”

Yes, the work of redemption was fin-
ished. He had wrought out for you and
me a way of salvation. As Paul very
definitely says, “For other foundation
can no man lay than that is laid, which
is Christ Jesus.” He put down the foun-
dation for your salvation and mine. But
the towers have not yet been put on.

Actually salvation is in three tenses.
I can say that I have been saved; I can
also say I am being saved, and 1 can
say I shall be saved. All three arc true.
I have been saved—‘"He that heareth my
word, and believeth on him that sent me,
hath everlasting life.” I have right here
and now eternal life. The moment I
trust Christ, receiving God’s gift of eter-
nal life, I am as much saved as I will
be a billion years from today—complete
in Him, saved in Him.

Also I am being saved. There needs
to be a continuing work within me. Paul
could say to the Philippian Christians,
“Work out your own salvation with fear
and trembling. For it is God which
worketh in you both to will and to do
of his good pleasure” (Phil. 2:12-13).

But it is equally true that I shall be
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Wonderful as they were,

the far-feacbz'ng events which

began at Betblebem point 1o a

climactic day yet in the future

saved. “Beloved, now are we the sons of
God,” writes the beloved apostle, “and
it doth not yet appear what we shall be:
but we know that, when he shall ap-
pear, we shall be like him; for we shall
see him as he is” (I John 3:2). In a
very real sense my salvation will not be
complete until that wonderful day, the
day when you and I will be like Tesus!
Let us be patient with one another.
Though we are now the sons of God,
it does not yet appear what we shall be.

There is a great and blessed Christ-

mas yet before us. Paul writes to the
Roman Christians: “For I reckon that
the sufferings of this present time are
not worthy to be compared with the
glory which shall be revealed in us. For
the earnest expectation of the creature
waiteth for the manifestation of the
sons of God . . . even we ourselves
groan within ourselves, waiting for the
adoption, to wit, the redemption of our
body” (Rom. 8:18, 19, 23). A great
day is coming!
B WHAT ARE YOU going to get for Christ-
mas? I'll tell you what I shall receive
—perhaps not this Christmas, but when-
ever the great Christmas comes—1I shall
get a new body! It will be a body that
will not have pain or disease or weak-
ness, nor will it be subject to all the
limitations of this life. But we do not
have it yet. The package He gives is
labeled “Do not open until Christmas.”
The redemption of the body is in the
future. What a Christmas gift that will
be!

That is not all we will get for Christ-
mas. The world at Christmas time is
trying to be happy. Yet there are many
broken hearts. The hospitals are crowded,
the cemeteries are being filled, even na-
ture itself is groaning. You go down to
the seaside and you can hear the sob of
the waves; you go to the mountains and
you can hear the Jow sigh of the wind
in the tree tops. Creation is groaning,
waiting for Christmas, a glorious Christ-
mas when Christ shall return and lift
the curse (Rom. 8:20-22). Then and
only then the package will explode into
a new heaven and a new earth!

What will it be like? John says: “And
I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for

by J. Vernon McGee

the first heaven and the first earth were
passed away; and there was no more
sea. . . . And I heard a great voice out
of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle
of God is with men, and he will dwell
with them, and they shall be his people,
and God himself shall be with them, and
be their God. And God shall wipe away
all tears from their eyes; and there shall
be no more death, neither sorrow, nor
crying, neither shall there be any more
pain; for the former things are passed
away” (Rev. 21:1, 3, 4). What a glori-
ous day!

Someone may be thinking, “I would
like to have a stake in this which is
coming. I would like to have part in
the Christmas of the future.”

You may. The vital thing is to re-
ceive the Lord Jesus Christ as your own
Saviour—now. Christianity is not a reli-
gion, it is a relationship—a personal re-
lationship to Jesus Christ. “The gift of
God is eternal life through Jesus Christ
our Lord” (Rom. 6:23). This can be
yours now, in 1968.

How do you get a gift? I am wear-
ing a watch that was given to me twenty
years ago. It was handed to me in a lit-
tle box with the words, “This is a gift.”
For twenty years I have never paid one
penny for this watch. For twenty years
it has been my watch because by simple
faith I held out my hand and took it as
a gift. God is holding out to this lost
world a gift—eternal life in Christ Je-
sus. You may have it by receiving Christ
in simple faith,

Christ came over 1900 years ago to
be your Saviour, The Bible states the
fact and offers a promise: “He came unto
his own, and his own received him not.
But as many as received him, to them
gave he power to become the sons of
God, even to them that believe on his
name” (John 1:11, 12),.

He came yesterday as the world’s
Saviour. He will come tomorrow as the
world’s Sovereign. Will you share in
the great Christmas still ahead? “Even
so, come, Lord Jesus.” ENp

Reprinted from Moody Monthly. Used by per-
mission. Copyright 1964 Moody Bible Institute
of Chicago.




What implications are involved in the
Biblical injunction, “Judge not”?

by Dwight Riggs

Y WHAT authority do you have to judge? After
B all, doesn’t the Bible say, ‘Judge not that ye
be not judged’? I think we should show more love.”
These words were spoken to me by a friend last
week regarding cults and present day ecumenical
leaders. Do these words sound familiar to you?

I believe one of the most quoted, yet misinter-
preted verses by both believer and unbeliever in

JUDGING

RIGHT OR WRONG?

an attempt to justify the actions or beliefs of an-
other are the familiar words of Jesus, “Judge not.”
These words appear in the Sermon on the Mount in
Matthew 7:1-6.

What does our Lord mean when He says, “Judge
not”? Never, perhaps, was a correct interpretation
of this injunction more important than now. We
need to clearly understand this statement concern-
ing judging, because there are many who say that
“Judge not” must be taken literally as it is, and as
meaning that the truly Christian man should never
express an opinion about others. They say we must
be easy, indulgent, and tolerant for the sake of
peace and unity. .

Is such an interpretation correct? I do not believe
so because verse 6 reads, “Give not that which is
holy unto the dogs, neither cast ye your pearls be-
fore swine, lest they trample them under their feet,
and turn again and rend you.” How can I put that
into practice if I do not exercise judgment? How
can I know which kind of person can be described
as a “dog” in this way? In other words, the injunc-
tion that immediately follows this statement about
judging at once calls upon me to exercise judgment
and discrimination, :

In verse 15 Jesus warns, “Beware of false proph-
ets.” How is that to be taken? I cannot “beware of
false prophets” if I am not to think and if T am so
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afraid of judging that I never make any
assessment at all of their teaching.

In writing to Titus, Paul declares, “A
man that is an heretic after the first and
second admonition reject.” How do you
know whether a man is a heretic or
not if you hold the view that as long as
a man calls himself a Christian or evan-
gelical, he must be a Christian or evan-
gelical, and you do not care what he
believes? John, the apostle of love, says
in his second epistle, regarding a man
who does not hold the true doctrine,
that we are not to let him in our house
or bid him God speed. Today, however,
some say that is a lack of love, that it
is being censorious. This modern idea,
though, is a direct contradiction of Scrip-
ture.

What, then, does judging mean? It
means we are not to condemn or pro-
nounce judgment in a final sense. In
Luke 18:9-14, the Pharisee said, “God, I
thank thee, that I am not as other men
. . . or even as this publican.” It was
that judging and condemning attitude of
the Pharisees toward others that was
wrong.

OW DOES this spirit manifest itself?

First, it is a self-righteous spirit.
It displays a feeling of superiority and
a feeling that we are all right while
others are not.

Second, this attitude leads to cen-
soriousness—a spirit that is always ready
to express itself in a derogatory manner.

Third, it leads to a despising of oth-
ers, to regard them with contempt.

Fourth, accompanying this tendency
is the attitude of being hypercritical.
True criticism is an excellent thing. It is
constructive; it is appreciation. The man
who is guilty of judging is the man who
is hypercritical which means that he de-
lights in ecriticism for its own sake and
enjoys it. He approaches anything which
he is asked to criticize expecting to find
faults—almost hoping to find them. A
hypercritical spirit gets a malicious, ma-
lign satisfaction in finding faults and
blemishes.

In practice, this attitude shows it-
self, first, in a readiness to give judg-
ment when the matter is of no concern
to us at all.

Second, it puts prejudice in place of
principle. We are to judge in terms of
principle, because otherwise we cannot
discipline the church.

Third, it puts personalities in the place
of principles. People who object to doc-
trine are generally those who are most
guilty at this point. Because they do
not have a grasp and understanding of
doctrine, they can talk only in terms of
personalities; so the moment a man
stands for scriptural principles or doc-
trine, they begin to say he is a difficult
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person. Because they cannot understand
why another man stands for principles,
motives are imputed to him; and to im-
pute motives is always a manifestation
of this spirit of judgment,

Fourth, we are guilty of this spirit if
we habitually express our opinion with-
out a knowledge of all the facts.

Fifth, we are guilty if we never take
the trouble to understand the circum-
stances, never ready to excuse, never
ready to exercise mercy.

Sixth, this spirit really manifests itself
in the tendency to pronounce final judg-
ment upon people as such. It is not a
judgment so much on what they do, or
believe, or say, as upon the persons
themselves. There is all the difference in
the world between expressing an enlight-
ened, intelligent criticism of a man’s
views and theories, his doctrine, his
teaching or his mode or manner of life,
and passing judgment on the person
himself. We are called upon to do the
former; but the moment we condemn
and dismiss the person, we are assum-
ing a power that belongs to God alone
and to no one else.

HY SHOULD we not judge in the
VV sense in which Jesus was speak-
ing? The reasons are given in verses
1-5.

“Judge not, that ye be not judged.”
From the harmony of other Scriptures
we know it means this: “Judge not, that
ye be not judged”—by God. This is
the judgment of all believers at the judg-
ment seat of Christ to determine our
rewards. Sinful attitudes, such as judg-
ing, (represented in I Corinthians 3 as
wood, hay, and stubble) will be burned
in the fire. What all this includes, I do
not know, but we will be judged and
punished by God for this wrong attitude
of judging.

“For with what judgment ye judge, ye
shall be judged: and with what measure
ye mete, it shall be measured to you
again.” We can put that in the form of
a principle: When we judge, we set the
standard of judgment—*“With what meas-
ure ye mete, it shall be measured to you
again.”

What Christ is declaring is that God
Himself will judge us according to our
own standards. This principle is seen
in Luke 12 where Christ talks about be-
ing “beaten with many stripes” or “with
few stripes.” He declares “unto whom-
soever much is given, of him shall be
much required, and to whom men have
committed much, of him they will ask
the more” (vs. 48).

A clearer statement of this principle
is given in James 3:1: “My brethren,
be not many masters, knowing that we
shall receive the greater condemnation.”
In other words, if you set yourself up

as an authority, if you become a master,
if you act as masters and authorities,
remember you will be judged by your
own authority; by the very claim you
make, you yourself will be judged.

The third reason why we should not
judge is recorded in verses 3-5: “And
why beholdest thou the mote that is in
thy brother’s eye, but considerest not
the beam that is in thine own eye? Or
how wilt thou say to thy brother, Let
me pull out the mote out of thine eye;
and, behold, a beam is in thine eye?
Thou hypocrite, first cast out the beam
out of thine own eye; and then shalt
thou see clearly to cast out the mote
out of thy brother’s eye.” This third
reason can also be stated in the form of
a principle: we are incapable of judg-
ment.

Christ proves this principle. He points
out that we are not really concerned
about righteousness and true judgment
at all. If we were, we would deal with
it in ourselves. If a man claims his only
interest is in righteousness and truth,
and not at all in personalities, then he
will be as critical of himself as he is of
other people.

There is something very ridiculous
about a blind person trying to lead
another blind person, but there is some-
thing much more ridiculous than that,
and that is a blind oculist!

Finally, in verse 5, Jesus actually con-
demns us as hypocrites. We pretend to
have an interest in and are distressed
about the faults and blemishes of our
brother., In reality, however, as our
Lord has already shown us (and this
is the horrible part), we are really glad
to discover it. It is Aypocrisy. We must
first condemn and judge ourselves by be-
ing honest with ourselves and admit the
truth about ourselves.

I am amazed at the logic of Christ’s
teaching! When a man has truly seen
himself he never judges anybody else in
the wrong way. All his time is taken up
in condemning himself, in washing his
hands and trying to purify himself. There
is only one thing that matters at this
point, and that is that you should be
humble. You should be so conscious of
your- own sin and unworthiness that
when you find it in another, far from
condemning, you feel like weeping.

ERSE SIX concludes our considera-

tion of Christ’s teaching on judg-
ing. It may appear at first to be dis-
connected, but its presence indicates a
perfected, divine balance. If verse 6
were not present, we would be so care-
ful to avoid the terrible danger of judg-
ing in the wrong sense that we would
exercise no discrimination, no judgment
whatsoever. There would be no such

{Continued on Page 13)
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Any of their planning would have been
off base anyway. The mission field dif-
fers greatly from the USA. Customs and
manners and even some ideas must be
shed. Love must chase prejudice out of

head and heart. Power must replace
form. Preachers’ Clichés that go over so
well back home, and are even demanded
by many, prove to be hindrances to an
understanding of the gospel on the mis-
sion field. The missionary turns to the
Bible to establish the authority for what
he teaches and to prayer for the power to
teach it so that someone in darkness will
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accept it. The Bible changes from a the-
oretical text on Utopia to a practical
handbook on how to live on earth so
that one may be ready to welcome Jesus
at His return, The questions asked re-
quire an answer from God—not from a
white man.

This became the basis for the indigen-
ous church. Christians learned that God
spoke through His Word, and a few ac-
cepted His Word and acted upon it.
They did not turn wild-eyed and become
deranged. Instead, they emerged as
Christians with a sincere concern for
their brother. There were Andrews who
went to neighboring villages to bring their
brothers to Christ. There were others
like Philip who went farther afield—one
walked through part of Ghana preaching
the Word in every village. They had a
profound influence on other Christians in
the area. It was then that we recognized
that the foundation had been laid, and
the walls of “living stones” were starting

up.

Looking back, we can see the steps that
God led us to take. At the time, though,
it was simply a matter of doing what
came next.

ELLOWSHIP among Christians started
F in youth camps. But we never en-
couraged organization as such. Now we
see why. Instead of the white man being
responsible for weaving the tribes to-
gether, there has developed among the
Anyi, Kulango, and Lobi Christians a
hunger for fellowship that reveals itself in
their desire to be together. So they come
together, without being forced or bribed
or even encouraged to do so, because
they want to. They have learned respect
for one another and want to share trials
and problems, victories and promises
from the Word. With this type fellow-
ship, organization becomes a minor form-
ality—which in fact it ought to be.

The climax to this first phase of an
emerging church took place at Goumere

July 11-13, 1968. The young preachers
called representatives of all Free Will
Baptist groups to meet in Goumere for
three days of Bible study, fellowship, and
exhortation. Fifteen groups responded,
and for up to nine hours per day, they
and we missionaries listened to the young
men preaching and answering questions.

It wasn’t just the fact that the men
preached and answered questions. They
do this in their own villages. Rather, they
themselves, without our pushing had insti-
tuted, planned, and executed this con-
ference. They were motivated by their
concern for their brothers in Christ. This
evidence of Christian maturity convinced
us that the church was coming of age.

The problems are not all solved.
Younger Christians are still beaten by
their parents who still worship piles of
rocks. Older Christians are forced to
resist temptations daily as their old cul-
ture shoves wine and women at them
from many angles. The church needs
older leaders, mature men of God to lead
the younger ones in the sure way. Mis-
sionaries must fill this spot for several
years yet. But praise God for what He
has done and is still doing!

These Christians are the “living
stones.” As the church emerges, they are
cemented together by love and service.
There is no thrill anywhere quite like
secing this edifice take shape. And it all
sprang from a vision in the heart of God
who placed it in the heart of a man and
wrought through that man the work to
make it a reality.

MIsSSIONARY  JONES and
wife Joy are serving
their second term in Ivory
Coast, West Africa. The
Texas native is a grad-
uate of Free Will Baptist
Bible College,







experienced this fall when the full-time
equivalency enrollment reached a 76%
gain over the previous fall semester. En-
rollment statistics show that the student
body is composed of 52 men and 34
women. Represented on campus are the
states of Ohio, Washington, Texas, Ar-
kansas, Missouri, Kansas, California,
Colorado, and Oklahoma.

Lynn Wood, moderator of the Okla-
homa State Association, is Promotional
Director for OBC. Ted Wilbanks, gradu-
ate of Free Will Baptist Bible College,
has joined the faculty as private music
instructor. Eddie Altis, of Springfield,
Missouri, has joined the faculty as in-
structor and librarian,

Evangelistic Tour Slated

Darlington, S. C.—Evangelist Elton Mil-
ler, along with his family, The Gospel
Question Marks, will tour South Caro-
lina, Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi,
Louisiana, Tennessee, North Carolina,
and Pennsylvania June 18-July 16, 1969.
One night’s service or two services on
Sunday are being scheduled. Evangelist
Miller’s booklets, Played the Harlot and
Signs and Wonders are now available.
Each booklet sells for 75¢ plus 10¢
postage and handling. Both booklets may
be ordered for $1.00 plus 15¢ for postage
and handling. Address all correspond-
ence to: Evangelist Elton Miller, Rt. 2,
Box 12, Darlington, S. C. 29532,

Raleigh Youth Active

Raleigh, N. C.—Under the direction of
Pastor Billy Walker, Miss Linda Wil-
liams, student at FWBBC, directed the
youth activities during the past summer
at First Free Will Baptist Church here.
SS Superintendent Marvin Williams,
CTS Director John Holland, the pastor,
and youth director outlined the entire
summer’s program during the beginning
of the warm season. Skating parties, hay-
rides, rescue mission services highlighted
the youth program. Family Night cap-
tured a prime place on the church’s
calendar.

Young Accepts Post

Oklahoma City, Okla.—During their an-
nual state association, Oklahomans
elected Reverend Homer Young as their
new Promotional Secretary, succeeding
Reverend N. R. Smith, newly named
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(Continued from Page 9)

thing as exposing heresy and compromise
and pronouncing judgment with regard
to it. If we are to practice the injunc-
tion of verse 6 we must have a spirit of
discrimination. We must be able to rec-
ognize motes and beams and to dis-
criminate between person and person.

What does Jesus mean when He says,
“Give not that which is holy unto the
dogs, neither cast ye your pearls before
swine, lest they trample them under
their feet, and turn again and rend
you”? Obviously He is referring to the
truth, which is holy, and which can be
likened to pearls, What is this holy
thing? It is clearly the Christian message,
the message of the kingdom, of which
He is speaking in the Sermon. The dogs
and swine are those who violently op-
pose the truth. Does this mean we are
not to give the Christian truth to unbe-
lievers? Certainly not, for how else are
we to win them?

What, then, does it mean? Let us look
into the Gospels. Jesus dealt with Nico-
demus, Nathaniel, the woman of Sa-
maria, the Pharisees, and the publicans
all in a different manner.

How does this observation affect the
meaning of this verse? First, we must
recognize the different types and persons,
and we must learn to discriminate be-
tween them, just as did Christ. We must
learn to witness to different people in
different ways.

Second, we need to become expert in
knowing what to give each type. You

(Continued on Page 15)

Director of Christian Literature in our
National Offices. Mr. Young pastored
the Lawnwood Free Will Baptist Church
in Tulsa prior to his acceptance of the
promotional post. The newly elected
Promotional Secretary also serves his
state as a member of the State Mis-
sions Board. As Promotional Secretary,
Mr. Young will coordinate the work of
his state, manage the book store, edit
The Promoter, state paper, serve as
treasurer for the State Association, and
promote our denominational program
throughout Oklahoma. Young accepted
his new role in November.

Evangelist Miller and
family will tour several
states next summer and
present the gospel in
song and sermon
during the tour,

-eration may never forge the pioneer

by
Mark
Vandivort

W WHAT HAPPENS when a
teen-ager leaves his Christian
home to attend a secular
college? Is the influence of
his godly parents sufficient to
¥ keep him committed to
§ Christ? Does the strength he
® receives through the prayers

-8 of fellow Christians enable

X him to boldly give expression
to hlS faith in Christ? Undoubtedly,
these and other forces sustain the
Christian student on a secular campus.

The influence of an irrepressible
crusader who went to be with his
Lord several weeks ago gave purpose
and meaning to my life during col-
lege days. This month I would like to
share with you an excerpt from a car-
bon in my personal correspondence
file:

“Dear Brother Willey:

It was ten years ago that you took
time out of a busy schedule to write
to me, a senior at the University of
Missouri. I remember well the ex-
citement of receiving a letter from a
missionary in Cuba—to think you
had an interest in me. God has given
you a lifetime of interest in thousands
of people, many of whom you have
seen follow your footsteps in some
way. Many of us in the younger gen-

trails as you. But you can rest as-
sured we will faithfully seek to fol-
low the footsteps of the One you have
loved and lived for—our Lord Jesus
Christ.

Free Will Baptist missionaries
around the world will continue to
preach the precious story of Jesus
because God has used you to help
plant a spark in our hearts.

I can remember as if it were last
week that early morning chapel prayer
meeting at the Cedars of Lebanon
mission station in Pinar del Rio,
Cuba, where I told God I was will-
ing to go anywhere for Him. This
was one of the major decisions I
have made in life. That was nine
years ago. The years since have been
wonderful and fruitful.

Thanks again for praying for me
and taking enough interest in me -to
write those letters to me ten years
ago ...’
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JUDGING

(Continued from page 13)

do not handle a Pilate and a Herod in
exactly the same way; you answer the
questions of a Pilate, but you say noth-
ing to a Herod. When we have gotten
the beam out of our eye, then we must
know what to give a person to help him.

Third, we need to be careful how we
present the truth. We must be careful
not to put truth in a way that is likely
to be offensive to any type of person. For
example, to go to every unbeliever and
ask, “Are you saved?” is not the scrip-
tural method. Some people will take

LET US BE AT

LEAST AS GENEROUS

IN JUDGING OTHERS

AS WE ARE IN

JUDGING OURSELVES.
—0. S. Marden

offense at this approach, and we will
be unable to lead them to Christ. Their
attitude will be that of dogs and swine
who trample the truth. I know some
people will laugh and sneer at the truth
regardless of the method used, but we
are not responsible for their action. Be
careful you do not make yourself an
offense rather than the truth being the
offense.

Is judging right or wrong? It is the
attitude and not the fact of judging that
is wrong. I cannot rightly judge until 1
have removed the mote from my eye.
Only then will I be able to “Speak the
truth in love.” Let us maintain a true
balance and a due sense of proportion
in these things for the good of souls and
in order that we may give a balanced,
full-orbed representation of the truth of
God.
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GIFTS FROM THE CHURCHES EFFECT A WORLD-WIDE MINISTRY

October 1968

Oct. 1967

$ 662.55
280.63
593.47
802.55

1,178.68
738.70
8.29
93.97

2,588.15
30.24
14.00
92.65

637.95
1,858.17
494.61
61.64
656.70

Year to Date Designated

$ 4,010.78
923.05
6,945.15
4,808.05
5,265.32
2,013.60
194.20
6,928.73
477.05
759.21
1,736.48
99.39
2,436.89
19,548.74
74.00
647.00
1,743.76
2,677.13
15,027.45
2,952.43
1,342.08
5,334.29
751.76
100.00

COOPERATIVE DISBURSEMENTS

Oct. 1968
Alabama ........... ... .. $ 872.08
Arizona .. ... o
Arkansas . ................. 392.26
California . ................ 715.09
Florida ................... 505.51
Georgia ................... 444.52
Idaho ... ... ... . ... ... —_
Ilinois .. .................. 656.74
Indiana ......... .. ... ... —
Kansas .................... —
Kentucky ............... ... 139.41
Louisiana . ................ —
Michigan . ... ..... . ... ..., 815.97
Missouri .................. 2,076.03
New Hampshire ............ —
New Jersey ... ... .......... —_
New Mexico ............... 200.36
North Carolina ............ 168.13
Ohio ........ ... ........... 565.26
Oklahoma ................. 762.39
Tennessee . ................ 298.48
Texas . ... .. ... ... 67.02
Virginia ............... ..., 539.79
Washington & Oregon ...... 65.33
Wisconsin . ............ ... —
Executive Department ... . ... $3,050.49
Foreign Missions ........... 2,095.55
Bible College .............. 1,779.35
Home Missions . ............ 1,243.06
Church Training Service .. ... 627.14
Superannuation Board ...... 302.02
Master’s Men . ........ ..... 183.76

$2,266.52
3,129.96
2,266.52
1,726.87
1,079.29
323.79

$27,184.56
20,490.21
17,357.59
12,123.17
6,108.12
2,997.09
1,731.34

505.51

42.77

$254.96
173.38
108.10
102.07
50.08
13.49
13.18
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overriding duty of clergymen everywhere
to lead individuals closer to God after
they acquaint them with Him and with
the Saviour?

NY LAYMAN believes that he can
A select the political leader he wishes
to follow and support, without any ad-
monition or advice from a minister or
from any group of clergymen. But he
intuitively feels that he has no diversity
of gods from whom to choose the object
of his soul’s adoration. He believes a true
God exists, but O, how he needs the help
of God’s minister in finding Him! And
how weak and disconsolate that man is
in soul and spirit when that source of
help is insufficient or wholly inadequate!

Yes, the average layman yet believes
that it is the function of the church to
bring men to God, and inculcate in them
that faith in God and in the Saviour
which is sufficient and satisfying, and to
the joyful experience of that love which
passes all understanding.

As things are going now, however,
church members are losing faith in the
primary Christian tenets and are gradual-
ly if not rapidly wavering in their fidelity
to and love for the church. Christ, I
fear, is becoming less meaningful to their
lives.

Why? The reasons may be many, and
the truth is not served by over-simplifica-
tion. However, the principal cause of
this turning from the church lies in the
weakening of Christian belief—or faith—
on the part of growing numbers of the
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THE LAYMAN WILL

NEVER BE JOLTED OUT OF

HIS PREOCCUPATION

WITH MATERIAL THINGS UNTIL HE SEES

EVIDENCE OF THE

LIMITLESS POWER OF GOD AT WORK IN THE

clergy; and the laity of the church are not
unaware of what is going on. The lay-
man’s attitude is, “O well, the preacher
doesn’t seem to know, so how can 177
In all honesty, should the faith of lay-
men be greater and more soul-exhila-
rating than that of clergymen? Should
not ministers seek constantly to inculcate
more, and not less, fundamental Christian
and Biblical faith in all people whom
their lives touch?

Most laymen evaluate with remarkable
accuracy the Christian beliefs of their
pastors. When the Christian church and
its clergy eliminate heaven and hell by
ignoring them, measure sin in terms of
mental attitudes or treat it as non-existent
and minimize or disregard entirely per-
sonal salvation and eternal life, the lay-
man of the church becomes distrustful of
both clergy and church, and his support
of them will surely diminish or cease al-
together.

What do we see for the clergy and the
church in the future? In one respect at
least, the church then will be as it in-
variably has been in the past; that is, it
will be a prolongation of the shadow of
the clergy of which, in a real sense, it is
the reflected image. For, after all, to a
niajor segment of the laity, the meaning
of Christ, and of Christianity, and of the
church’s mission on earth, is what the
clergy of the church say it is.

Information, much of which is un-
questionably, though lamentably reliable,
coming from the theological schools over

LIFE OF HIS MINISTER.

the country, leads the layman to the in-
escapable belief that the students there—
the preachers, if you please, of tomor-
row—are not being taught sound Bible
doctrine or to believe what the Scrip-
tures say; nor are they being taught in
many instances and in many seminaries
that their chief duty as ministers and
emissaries of Jesus Christ is to bring as
many human beings as possible to an ac-
ceptance of Jesus as their personal
Saviour, the Deity who promises and is
capable of providing eternal life. I trust
and believe that all ministerial students
do not succumb to this influence; accord-
ing to the evidence, however, a very large
number, and seemingly a considerable
majority, of them do. I feel that God
does not censure them nearly as much
as He does their teachers and instructors
who probably occupy the most respon-
sible positions of trust on this earth.

And if and when young men such as
these, to whose training I adversely refer,
become pastors and leaders in the church,
formulate its policy, and control its
destiny, then Christian laymen through-
out the land, I believe, will renounce
such spurious Christian leadership, and
under God’s divine—and benign—
guidance, will seek, find and joyfully fol-
low Christian leaders worthy of the
name and will commit themselves to the
support, maintenance and preservation
of that church against which the gates
of hell shall not prevail.
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