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Personally

Fulfilling

Our Educational

Kesponsibilities

by Rufus Coffey

Executive Secretary, National Association
of Free Will Baptists

B SINCE the days of Samuel schools for the prophets have sprung
up from time to time. Israel’s spiritual life was greatly influenced by
those who sat at the feet of Samuel. They lived with him, learned
from him, and .then went into various towns to minister. These
training schools produced such leaders as Elijah, Elisha, and Isaiah.

It is evident from Biblical history that others like John the Bap-
tist gathered disciples about themselves to teach them. Paul studied
under Gamaliel, a doctor of the Mosaic Law. In turn, he taught
Timothy and commanded, ¢ . . the things that thou hast heard of
Ime among many witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful men
who shall be able to teach others also.” Jesus chose a group of men,
instructed them, and commissioned them to go into all the world.
With the spread of the gospel other Christian schools arose.

Men in modern times like
A. B. Simpson, D. L. Moody,
Bob Jones, and A. J. Gordon
have founded institutions of
learning to equip God-called
men to be better servants.

After Free Will Baptists’
reorganization in 1935, our
denominational leaders, with
a vision and burden for a
Christian school, worked hard
until Free Will Baptist Bible
College at Nashville became
a reality. They had to over-
come much scepticism about
an educational institution.
Time has proven the wisdom
and value of founding our
Bible College. It has become
a a great stabilizing factor in

our present-day movement.
None dare question the spiritual impact and influence of this
school. Almost all of our missionaries and denominational leaders
on the state and national levels attended Free Will Baptist Bible
College.

We have begun to recognize the need for more and better Chris-
tian training. The idea of Christian education is so widely accepted
that several more colleges and institutes have been established to
meet state and regional needs.

Increasing numbers of our young people are entering colleges.
Needs of these young people must be met. We certainly do not
expect some other institution to train our young people for Chris-
tian service. Neither should we ask someone else to pay for educa-
tion designed to prepare our denomination’s ministers and mission-
aries.

We must also consider those young people who will not be en-
gaged in full-time Christian vocations. While it may be argued that
state and secular schools offer general educational courses to those
who desire this kind of training, we should consider the dangers of
exposing our young people to the humanistic philosophies that de-
stroy their faith.

I firmly believe parents prefer sending their children to a school
with a Christian environment, provided that school has a well-
trained faculty and offers academic excellence. Young people are
demanding quality education. They want to attend the school that
merits recognition. We have a responsibility to our youth to pro-
vide institutions of learning where they can obtain an education
that is truly Christian. Unless all knowledge is related to Christ,
it is inferior and non-Christian,

We can either provide the kind of education our young people
intend to get, or we can risk losing more of them from our church
by delaying action. It is urgent that we meet this critical need by
strengthening and supporting our Christian education programs.



The
Christian Who
Falls Away

by Robert E. Picirilli

We Free Will Baptists place great
stock in Hebrews 6:4-6, and well we
should, for those who oppose us have
a great deal of difficulty in figuring
ways to deny that the passage teaches
a possibility of apostasy.

One answer the Calvinists give us
is based on the word “if.” They say
that if such a person as is described in
verses four and five were to fall away,
then it would be impossible to bring
him back to repentance. But, they say,
such a person will not fall away. They
think the passage is dealing with some-
thing that never happens.

But if you know your Greek, you
have the answer for this foolish inter-
pretation. Because the word “if” isn’t
in the Greek! In fact, the phrasing of
the whole passage in the Greek is such
that it proves that the “falling away”
referred to is as much a fact as the
four things given in verses four and
five.

In the Greek, the people referred
to as being impossible to renew to re-
pentance have done five things, and
each of these five things is stated in
exactly the same Greek verb form (an
aorist participle). The persons in-
volved have (1) been enlightened, (2)
tasted the heavenly gift, (3) become
partakers of the Holy Ghost, (4)
tasted the good word of God and the
powers (miracles) of the coming
world, and (5) fallen away. Each of
the five things is equally true, and
equally factual.

There is no doubt, then, that the
passage refers to people who have be-
come Christians and who have fallen
away. The following would be a good
literal translation of the verses: “It is
impossible to renew again to repent-
ance those who were once enlightened,
and have tasted of the heavenly gift,
and have become partakers of the
Holy Spirit, and have tasted the good
word of God and the miracles of the
coming world, and have fallen away
—(impossible because) they (are)
crucifying to themselves the Son of
God anew.”
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‘Bible College Has

IBLE COLLEGE has nothing to offer me.” That was my
B opinion of the College as a high school student. It is tragic,
but true—Bible College didn’t have what I wanted, so I went off
to a university instead,

That was more than ten years ago. A.lot of things have
happened since then. I never got the degree in engineering that
I went to the university t6 receive. Two years of college and I
quit. That was followed by four years in the service—a familiar
story for college dropouts. After the service were several differ-
ent jobs, none of which was the kind of thing a person would
want to do for the rest of his life. I still needed that college
degree.

Then one day a new G.I. Bill was passed and I was eligible.
I could get money to go back to school. The old decision was
back too—Bible College or the university? I had never given
up the idea of becoming an engineer. On the other hand I had
never been called to be a preacher or missionary either. Did
the Bible College really have anything to offer me or not?
There was one way to find out. I quit my job and headed for
Nashville to see.

After arriving at Bible College, I'll have to admit that I
thought I had made a mistake. The boys’ dorm wasn’t really
a dorm at all, but an old apartment building that appeared to
be falling apart. And classes were held in old houses. What a
school! If it hadn’t been for my selfish pride which kept me
from admitting I was wrong I think I’d have gone home. Despite
everything I found wrong with the school, I soon began to like
it for some reason and I decided to stay.

Shortly after arriving in Nashville I paid a visit to one of the
local television stations. The job T had given up to come to
school was working as a projectionist in a television station. I
was interested in comparing the station where I had worked with
a Nashville station. The one closest
to the school was WSM-TV, so that
was the station I visited. Much to
my surprise they hired part-time
help and were looking for some-
body. I put in a job application,
and three weeks later I had a job
with one of the best-known stations
in the country—as an engineer!
Somebody had neglected to tell me
that job titles and college degrees
aren’t the same thing. Fight years
after leaving for the university to
become an engineer and failing
miserably T had gone to Bible Col-
lege and seen my dream come true
~—just when I figured my chances
were gone.

Another big surprise was in store
too. The second semester of school
my car gave out. I had planned on
keeping it all the way through
school and had just finished paying
for it the month before. Good used
cars were expensive. I couldn’t find
one I liked at a decent price. What
was I to do? A friend of mine
suggested that I see a certain dealer
in town. I did—and drove away
in a new car, which I bought at a
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big discount. Dorm students weren’t supposed to be able to
afford new cars, especially during the middle of the year, but I
had one and shortly afterwards was awarded a pay raise which
more than covered the increase in car payments. What a dif-
ference from the first time I had gone to school—and I
thought I was giving up something to go to Bible College.
Instead, I was prospering and had more than I ever had in my
life.

Now I had the job I always wanted, and a new car too.
This choice had paid off. Why hadn’t the first one? I think there
are two good reasons. First, being an engineer was what I
wanted. I was unwilling to be anything else. Second, my
reasons for wanting to be an engineer were wrong. My main
reason was the money involved. I was looking out for myself
and didn’t care about anyone else. I knew it too. Others ap-
parently knew also. I remember my pastor telling me to find
something to do that involved other people. I guess that’s really
what led to my going to Bible College. Engineering had to go
as a career for me. I needed to find God’s will for my life, and
I needed to develop a concern for others. Bible College would
be a good place to do both I thought.

The Bible study at school did help me find God’s will for my
life, and the many new friends helped develop my interest and
concern for others. I accomplished what I had hoped for while
at Bible College. The school also helped change many of my
attitudes and even remoulded my personality some, making me a
much happier person. As I look back over the last two and a
half years I can truthfully say that they were the happiest ones
of my life so far.

Well, school is over for me. I finished last semester, and go
back in May to pick up my diploma. I quit the job at the tele-
vision station. No more seeing people like Hubert Humphrey,
Spiro Agnew and the other political figures; or the sports figures
like Dizzy Dean and Earnie Tarell
not to mention the scores of singers
and musicians. Seeing some of the
top personalities in the country and
getting to talk to a few of them
was very interesting, but television
is not for me any more. Besides
getting more objectionable every
day it has become a very big waste
of time. There are many other
things more important to do.

More people are needed to help
out in this thing called Christian
service. I’d like to urge everyone
I can to forget that degree from
the university, the high-paying job,
the nice house, and the fancy car
if necessary. Find God’s will for
your life—and do it. Being a
preacher or missionary may not be
your calling—it could be in the
field of education, like it was for
me. Or it could be something en-
tirely new. For Christian young
people of college age I'd recom-
mend Bible College. It’s not a cure-
all for everyone of life’s problems,
but it does have much to offer—
to those willing to accept it. It cer-
tainly did for me.

by Buddy Gailey
Office Manager,
American
Christian School,
Norfolk, Va.
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BIBLE COLLEGE

Tippett: Dr. Picirilli, how broad can
Bible college education be?

Picirilli: Well now, that’s an impor-
tant question, but to begin there would
be like starting in the middle.
Tippett: Where should we begin, then?
Picirilli: By defining exactly what a
Bible college is. I think it’s high time
we all had a clear understanding ex-
actly what the difference is between a
Bible college and any other kind of
college.

Tippett: Doesn’t everyone know what
a Bible college is?

Picirilli: No. In fact there are two
main views, even among Bible college
educators. You see, some people think
that the one and only purpose of a
Bible college is to train professional
Christian workers such as preachers,
missionaries, and Christian education
directors.

Tippett: In other words, those whose
salaries will be paid by the church?
Picirilli: Exactly. And those same peo-
ple think that a Christian liberal arts
college, then, is one that trains the
laity in various general educational
programs. In this view, a Bible college
is entirely professional and only for
those we call “full-time” Christian
workers.

- Tippett: That seems like an appealing
view. It is a clear definition, and sure-
ly such a program is less complex and
less expensive than a much broader
program would be.

Picirilli: Yes, but in spite of the easier
road it offers, I personally do not agree
with that definition of a Bible college.
It just doesn’t seem right to me that
the really important thing about a
Bible college is the fact that its gradu-

ates will have ecclesiastical employ-
ment.

Tippett: What, then, is this other view?
Picirilli: Let me answer by suggesting
three things which I feel give a Bible
college its distinctive nature. One, a
Bible college insists that its students
need to know the Bible. Two, a Bible
college demands that everything taught
must conform to the Biblical point of
view. Three, a Bible college empha-
sizes a Biblical view of life and service.
Tippett: Wait, now, wouldn’t even a
Christian liberal arts college teach
some Bible?

Picirilli: Some. But a Bible college
says that the Bible ought to be pri-
mary in man’s education. All educa-
tional philosophies say that man needs
to understand himself, history, and
the world of things. But the Bible col-
lege educational philosophy insists that
a proper understanding of all this can
only come when one is Biblically edu-
cated. Bible colleges provide the only
voice on the American educational
scene today that cries out that a man
is not educated unless he knows first
the Bible. By the way, that philosophy
used to be dominant in America; sad-
ly, it is gone today.

Tippett: What about that second thing
you mentioned? What you mean, I
suppose, is that science courses in a
Bible college will teach creation in-
stead of evolution?

Picirilli: Yes, but it goes far deeper
than that. Indeed the crying need of
modern man is to be brought face to
face with the “great gulf” that sep-
arates the Biblical philosophy of life
from the very heart and core of most
modern secular educational philos-
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ophy. This is a basic conflict that is
never realized by many Christians.
As a result, they hold to an evangeli-
cal and redemptive theology for their
church life and a godless and material-
istic philosophy of life the other six
days of the week. Their education is
to blame. A Bible college attacks this
very problem at its heart by bringing
the light of revelation to bear on ev-
erything that is taught. At least this
is the ideal toward which we strive.
Tippett: All right, what did you mean
by your third point?
Picirilli: Simply that a Bible college
must teach every student that his life
as a Christian is a sacred service—re-
gardless of the kind of employer who
pays his salary. He is a “full-time”
Christian worker whether preacher or
plumber!
Tippett: How does a Bible college go
about effecting these three principles?
Picirilli: Well, everything it does has
something to do with manifesting these
principles. But since we can’t cover
everything here, I'll just mention sev-
eral key things which we might call
the mechanics of Bible college educa-
tion. (1) All students are required to
major in Bible. (2) All teachers must
be Christians, must have and under-
stand and appreciate Bible college edu-
cation, must have a Biblical philosophy
of life and service themselves, and
should preferably have Bible college
training themselves. (3) All students
are required to take such courses as
Personal Evangelism and participate in
specific Christian service assignments.
All of these features can perhaps
be summarized by saying that a Bible
college is one that offers a thoroughly
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What is a “Bible college”
How does it differ from a Christian liberal arts college ?
What courses can properly be taught in a Bible college ?

These questions and others were answered in a recent interview with Dr. Robert Pici-
rilli, Free Will Baptist Bible College registrar and moderator of the National Associa-
tion. Bert Tippett, Director of Publications for the school, conducted the interview.

Bible-centered program of education.
This is the proper distinctive and not
the professional program. Any Chris-
tian youth who shares these ideals
will be equally at home in a Bible col-
lege, whether they are going to be
“ministry” or “laity.’

Tippett: Couldn’t a Christian liberal
arts college have all these same ideals
and mechanics?

Picirilli: I suppose so, but then it
would be a Bible college. The point
is that Christian liberal arts colleges,
for the most part, have not been thor-
oughly Bible-centered. If they had re-
mained true to their founding prin-
ciples, and if they had continued to
turn out a stream of fervent preachers
and missionaries, there never would
have been a “Bible college” move-
ment.

Tippett: Why didn’t they?

Picirilli: Because they neglected the
mechanics. Originally they had the
same ideals, but they thought they
could get the job done without insist-
ing on the very mechanics I have
mentioned earlier. They failed to in-
sist on a significant amount of Bible
study in the curriculum for every stu-
dent, or to insist that every teacher be
qualified Biblically as well as educa-
tionally, or to insist that all students
be involved in Christian service as
Biblically defined. A Bible college in-
sists on such mechanics. Most so-
called Christian liberal arts colleges
have nothing much to offer except a
supposedly  Christian  “atmosphere”
and a religion department somewhere
in the curriculum.

Tippett: But won’t your definition of
a Bible college make it so broad that
there may not even be any preachers
or missionaries?

Picirilli: Absolutely not! Such a thing
as a “Bible” college without a strong
ministerial training program exists
only in theory. Any college that stays
thoroughly Biblical in philosophy, life,
and curriculum will be a hot-bed of
ministerial students. It will attract
those who have already answered the
call, and it will have such a fervent

atmosphere that many others will an-
swer the call while enrolled.

Tippett: Other than the obvious rea-
sons you have brought out, are there
other arguments you have for your
view about the nature of a Bible col-
lege?

Picirilli: Briefly, at least three. First,
I do not share the ideas of some about
the supposed difference that exists be-
tween the “ministry” and the “laity”
anyway—not if a Biblical concept of
life and service is followed. Second, I
feel keenly that our churches need
“laity” with a Bible college education.
The man in the pew is going to have
more and more control and influence
on the character of our church life,
and a special kind of training for the
pulpiteer is not going to be sufficient.
Why is the “ministry” entitled to or in
need of such education, and not the
“laity”? Third, I am convinced that
the secular world needs the witness
of Biblically-trained laity. The preach-
er isn’t the real Christian witness in
our world; the layman is. The secular
world needs to see men and women in
the work-a-day arena of life who see
their lives as a “ministry” for Christ.
Tippett: Do you mean, then, that ev-
ery Free Will Baptist young person
should come to the Bible college?
Picirilli: Definitely not! I remind you
that 1 said any who “share these
ideals” will be equally at home in the
Bible college. The sad truth is that
there are not too many who share
these ideas. We have to communicate
clearly the features and mechanics
that are essential to Bible college edu-
cation and try to attract only stu-
dents who will share our commitment
to these things. We cannot train the
“masses.” Hopefully, each local church
can be a little “Bible college” for the
training of the masses. And, hopefully,
the Bible college can help train many
who will work in that local church,
both in the pulpit and in the pew.
Tippett: Do you think the Bible col-
lege approach to education is the
right one for our denomination?
Picirilli: Absolutely! One hundred per-

cent! I believe we should be wholly
committed to a program of education
that is distinctively a Bible college. I
do not think our denomination should
ever enter the field of general Chris-
tian liberal arts education as such. I
know the clamor for this will get
stronger, but I think we should hold
our ground.
Tippett: Why do you say this?
Picirilli: Primarily because I do not
think it is the church’s business to get
into any other type of educational pro-
gram! This may seem like strong preju-
dice, but I base my view on the doc-
trine of the purpose of the church as
seen from an evangelical standpoint.
Liberal denominations who preach a
social gospel may well afford to con-
centrate great energies and expendi-
tures on all sorts of educational
programs. But can a fundamental, Bi-
ble-believing, evangelistic church? I
think not. There are far too many
well-endowed universities already in
existence for us to enter education for
education’s sake, What little financial
resources we possess had better be
spent in the one type of educational
program we can justify from a Bibli-
cal view of Christian service and
church purpose.
Tippett: Any other reason?
Picirilli: Yes. In my view of the true
nature of a Bible college, the curricu-
lum can be broad enough to satisfy
our needs, anyway. So we don’t really
need a Christian liberal arts program.
If the Bible college offered training
only for preachers, then I would have
to modify my statement above.
Tippett: Doesn’t that bring us to my
original question, “How broad ecan
Bible college education be?”
Picirilli: That is the point. In my view,
Bible college education can be as
broad as it needs to be to satisfy the
basic educational necessities of our
denomination.
Tippett: No limitations?
Picirilli: Oh, yes. First, there will be
the limitation of denominational re-
sources. We cannot yet afford a very
(Continued on Page 18)
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A Time to Remember

“Lent” is a contraction of the word
lengthen and refers to the lengthening
of the days—springtime. The observ-
ance of Lent, forty week days preceding
Easter, is rather new in the nonliturgical
churches. It is not observed in Free Will
Baptist churches. No one knows exactly
when it had its beginning, but it is
thought that within the first 150 years
of the Christian era a fast was kept be-
fore Easter to express sorrow for the
sufferings and death of Christ. Since man
cannot be really sorry for Christ’s death
without being sorry for that which caused
His death—sin—the lenten season finally
became a time of self-examination, re-
pentance, self denial, good works and
alms giving.

To some, self denial during the lenten
season means denying themselves small
indulgences such as sweets, meats, world-
ly pleasures, or habits such as smoking.
While it is true that for a gluttonous per-
son to abstain from eating or for one
who is stingy to make a sizeable contri-
bution to the church may be self denial
in a sense, these things can never be sub-
stituted for a total commitment of our-
selves.

To pick out one thing in our lives and
say we will deny ourselves of this for a
few days and let the rest of our life go
untouched is not self-denial.

Faith Baldwin suggests that things
which we should give up for Lent are
things we should give up “for all time”
—*“the sweetness of revenge, the bitter
herbs of resentment, the sharp spices of
gossip, ‘the bland puddings of compla-
cency, the ego-building proteins of van-
ity, the strong stimulant of prejudice—
whether religious, racial or intellectual,
the heavy bread which nourishes unkind-
ness, and the drugging wine of self-pity.”

It would benefit us tremendously to
get our hearts in tune for Easter by
drawing away from the world and con-
centrating on spiritual matters—prayer,
meditation and Bible study,
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by CLEO PURSELL

tO woman

World Day of Prayer

“For a Broken World” is the theme for
the 1969 World Day of Prayer observ-
ance scheduled for March 7. Churches
in hundreds of communities across Amer-
ica and around the world observe this
special day on the Protestant Church
calendar annually.

Bible-centered worship materials for
World Day of Prayer are available free
on request from National Association of
Evangelicals, P.O. Box 28, Wheaton, Illi-
nois 60187,

WNAC Partyline

“The Living Bread” is the theme of
the Pre-Easter Season of Prayer pro-
grams which will be observed by mem-
bers and friends of the Woman’s Nation-
al Auxiliary, March 31-April 4. Mrs.
Paul Ketteman, Nashville, is the author
of this year’s programs. A sacrificial
offering for foreign missions will be re-
ceived. It is called the Laura Belle Bar-
nard offering in honor of our veteran
missionary, now on the staff of Free Will
Baptist Bible College.

WNAC’s president, Mrs. Robert Hill,
is the mother of a new son born No-
vember 3, 1968. His name is Ruston
LeBarre. The family has recently moved
to Wheaton, Illinois, where Reverend
Hill has assumed duties as editorial as-
sistant on the staff of Moody Monthly.

The Study Committee of WNAC met
in Nashville, January 31-February 1.
Members are Mrs. Maude Coffey, Mrs.
Jean Chism, Mrs. Lucille Boyle, Miss
Mary Ruth Wisehart, and Mrs. Cleo
Pursell.

The Executive Committee will hold its
semi-annual meeting this month in Nash-
ville,

Scripture Cake

(A puzzle, just for fun)

Mrs. George Lee, Donelson, Tennes-
see, contributed the following:

44 cups I Kings 4:22

cup Judges 5:25, last clause

cups Jeremiah 6:20

cups 1 Samual 30:12, second item

cups Nahum 3:12

cups Numbers 17:8

tbs. 1 Samuel 14:25

pinch Leviticus 2:13

cups Jeremiah 17:11

cup Judges 4:19

Seasonings, 2 Chronicles 9:9
Follow the directions of Solomon for

bringing up a child, Proverbs 23:14.

Bake as a loaf cake at 325 degrees for

about 50 minutes. Cool on rack. Slices

best after a few hours. (All references

are to the King James version of the
Bible.)
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March Socials

If you are planning a social event this
month these suggestions may be helpful:
As guests arrive, pin a name tag on each.
Mrs. Smith becomes Mrs. O’Smith; Mrs.
Dean becomes Mrs. O’Dean. Decorations
—Green paper shamrocks on a white
tablecloth give a festive appearance at
little cost. Place mats may be cut from
green construction paper. The center-
piece may be a shiny green top hat on
large white paper shamrock. Fresh jon-
quils fit into small holes in the crown.
A bowl of water is concealed under the
hat. A white bearded leprechaun may
be placed in front. Menu——Sandwiches
may have green fillings, green mints,
olives, pickles, pistachio ice cream and
little cakes with green frosting. Irish
punch—To strong lemonade add a pint
of lime juice, juice of six oranges and
two grapefruit. Add crushed ice and
water to suit taste.

GEM

® Do you realize we’re raising a whole
generation of kids who think Nehru
was a fashion designer?

® And that Noah landed on Ararat be-
cause the other airports were socked
in?




GLANCING
Around

The

States

The new $70,000 Free Will Baptist Church on Highway 78
about one mile west of Winfield, Alabama. Reverend William
Atkinson is pastor.

Photo courtesy The Northwest Alabamian

Laymen Credited With Church Organization
Fuquay-Varina, N. C.—Layman Harold McLeon, not con-
tent to let his burden for the establishment of a Free Will
Baptist church in this town lie dormant, shared his concern
with layman Larry Stetler. Both men prayed and worked
with this one goal in mind.

After their second attempt to secure the Reverend James T.
Denton as pastor, who was then pastoring in Winston Salem,
they succeeded in scheduling an organizational meeting in Mr.
McLeon’s home. Thirty persons attended. Reverend Denton
accepted the laymen’s challenge to minister in the Fuquay-
Varina area, 10 miles south of Raleigh, on faith. There was
no promise of a salary.

After the initial meeting a bond program was launched.
Erected on a three-acre lot, the new structure is two-story with
a full basement.

Hilltop Free Will Baptist Church was organized in Febru-
ary, 1967. The young church won second place in a category
in the National Sunday School contest last year, averaging
186. Their preaching attendance exceeds Sunday school at-
tendance.

Last year the income of Hilltop Church was $20,000 with
$1,000 being given to Free Will Baptist Bible College. Both
home and foreign missions are supported by the growing
church.

When asked by Executive Secretary Coffey what he at-
tributes the outstanding growth of the church to, Pastor Den-
ton replied, “Vision, faith, and soul winning.”

New Mexico Forms Association

Artesia, New Mexico—On January 11 three quarterly meet-
ings met at First Free Will Baptist Church in Artesia to or-
ganize into the New Mexico State Association. The quarterly
meetings represented were: First New Mexico Association,
Land of Enchantment Association, and North Central Asso-
ciation. Officers elected were: Moderator—Reverend Muril
Wilson, Assistant Moderator—Reverend A. L. McAffery,
Clerk—Mrs. W. E. Pinson, and Executive Secretary—Harold
T. Sexton. The newly formed state association holds its first
meeting April 24-25.

Missouri Work Expands

St. Louis, Mo~—The Missouri Cooperative Program has ad-
vanced rapidly during the past seven years, reports Executive
Secretary Harry Beatty. In October, 1961, at which time the
State Association employed a Promotional Secretary, the
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state’s cooperative receipts totaled about $14,000. Giving has
risen approximately $4,000 each year since then. Missouri’s
proposed budget, ending July, 1969, is $46,000.

Amount spent for State Missions has increased yearly while
the percentage designated for the Promotional Department
has decreased. One of their recent accomplishments in the
area of home missions was the establishment of the Cape
Girardeau Church under the direction of Missionary Don
Jones. The new sanctuary was financed through a bond pro-
gram. The young church supports a full-time pastor and
placed 26th in cooperative giving last year. Most of the
churches organized within the past seven years tithe through
the Cooperative Program. Approximately 65% of our Mis-
souri churches participate in the cooperative program.

Overland Church headed the list in cooperative giving last
year. This church also expanded through a bond program.
Tract Available For New Converts
Nashville, Tenn.—A tract for new Christians, written by J.
Reford Wilson, has been published by Randall Book Store.
Written from a practical standpoint, “Basic Truths of A
Christian” is a fold-out pamphlet. Order from Randall Book
Store at $1.50 per 100.

Church Dedicates Sign

Little Rock, Ark.—Capitol City Free Will Baptist Church re-
cently dedicated its new sign to the memory of Felton H.
Reppond, a member of the church who was killed in an on-
the-job accident several months ago. He was employed by the
Arkansas Sign and Neon Company of Little Rock, who do-
nated the lighted sign unit to the church. Present at the
dedication was Mr. John Baird, Mr. Reppond’s employer.

Pastor H, Ray Berry delivered the dedicatory address, con-
secrating the sign to Mr. Reppond’s memory and to the hope
that this sign will point men to God through the church.
New Church At Winfield
Winfield, Ala—Dedication of their new building was recently
held at the Free Will Baptist Church here. Under the direc-
tion of Pastor William Atkinson, members sold bonds to
finance the new building. Total costs are near $70,000. The
church is constructed on an 18-acre plot of land purchased
for $25,000. The sanctuary seats about 350. The all-electric,
air conditioned building has 12 Sunday school rooms, pas-
tor’s study, fellowship hall, and a kitchen. There are approxi-
mately 300 members on roll.
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Former pastor Rev, H. A. Pitts, of Canton, North Caro-
lina, was speaker for the dedication service.
New Church In Virginia
Hampton, Va—Since the organization of Bethel Free Will
Baptist Church on December 5, 1968, the church has experi-
enced continual growth. A choice building site of approxi-
mately two acres at 1647 Briarfield Road has been purchased.
The newly organized church united with the Tidewater Quar-
terly Meeting last month. Under the direction of Pastor Eu-
gene Caufield, the congregation is constructing a new sanctuary
with a seating capacity of 250 and six classrooms. In order to
conserve on the cost, much of the work will be done by
members of the church, who are professional builders. The
estimated appraisal for the first unit when completed has
been reliably set at $65,000.
Dates For NSSA Announced
Chattanooga, Tenn.—Pastors and Sunday school leaders are
urged to make plans to attend the National Sunday School
Association here October 22-25, 1969. Watch for additional
information in future issues of Contact.
Reverend George W. Million Passes
Pocahontas, Ark.—Reverend George W. Million, 91, retired
Free Will Baptist minister of Pocahontas, recently passed
away. The Reverend Million was a pioneer Free Will Baptist
minister in Arkansas. He organized First Free Will Baptist
Church in Pocahontas. An outstanding Bible teacher, the

minister was author of an early history of Free Will Bap-
tists. He also authored A History of Free Will Baptists, pub-
lished in 1958.

Reverend Million was active in the civic life of his com-
munity, having served as County Judge in the 1920s. It was
during his term that roads were surveyed and constructed in
much of his county.

Reverend Million was best known for his Bible teaching.
Booth Space Available
Nashville, Tenn—Persons desiring to rent a display area at
the National Association in St. Louis, Missouri this summer
should direct their correspondence to Convention Coordina-
tor Harold Critcher, Box 1088, Nashville, Tennessee 37202.
Swannanoa Church Remodels
Swannanoa, N. C.—In addition to renovating the auditorium,
Swannanoa Free Will Baptist Church has added a new front
to the sanctuary and also a steeple, reports Pastor Milton
Hollified. Average attendance at the Swannanoa Church is
275. Mr. Hollifleld has pastored the church for eight years.
The church maintains an extension program and a children’s
church, in addition to its many other functions.

Texas Church Needs Pastor

El Paso, Texas—The congregation of First Free Will Baptist
Church is in need of a pastor. Interested ministers are re-
quested to contact Mrs. Peggy Settlemoir, 9513 Charleston,
FEl Paso, Texas 79924,

Reverend Muril Wiison, recently elected (Continued on Page 17)

moderator of the newly organized New

Mexico State Association, is pastor of First

Free Will Baptist Church of Artesia, New

Mexico. Organizing Council of the new As-

sociation: (I to r) Reverends Harold Sexton,

Lynn Wood, and Clalr]enc)e Shephard (hottom
photo).

Pictured are Mrs. Reppond, wife of Mr.
Felton Reppond, (right} Mr. John Baird of
Arkansas Sign and Neon Co., (left} Rever-
end H. Ray Berry, pastor of the church.
(See related story “Church Dedicates

Sign.”)

Swannanoa Free Will Baptist Church, Swamna-  groanizeq in February, 1967, Hilltop Free Will Baptist

noa, North Carolina, after its recent addition. p p A 1P
, nd, AL Church, Fuquay-Varina, North Carolina, had its inception in
Reverend Milton Hollifield is pastor. the hearts of two laymen, Harold McLeon and Larry Stetler.

; ; : Reverend James T. Denton is pastor,

Overland Free Will Baptist Church led all

Missouri churches in Cooperative giving

last year. The church also completed an

expansion program through a hond pro-
gram.,
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that cannot be denied is that educational
standards are set by an educational sys-
tem that is largely secular.

Another fact that creates a real prob-
lem is that Bible college education, to
receive any kind of recognition, must
receive it at the hands of secular educa-
tion. Free Will Baptist Bible College has
been fortunate in its dealings with other
educational agencies up to this point. Let
us pray that this may continue.

Regional accrediting associations are
not agreed in their attitudes toward Bible
colleges. Bible colleges need the good
will of secular education. Let us hope
this can be had without having to make
modifications that would destroy the dis-
tinctives of the Biblc college. If it cannot
be, let us pray that Bible college educa-
tion will stay true to its purpose of
training Christians for Christian service,
at any cost.

The third and final problem facing the
Bible college is the changing of moral
standards at the local church level. Con-
stantly, Bible colleges are shocked to
learn that the student body of today does
not hold the same standards as the stu-
dent body of yesterday. It must be re-
membered that the students in our Bible
colleges represent the most dedicated
young men and women the local church
is producing. At no point are the changes
of values more evident than in our Bible
colleges. Will the product that our mod-
ern society is producing force the church
and the Bible college to modify their
Biblical standards? In order for the Bible
college to exist in our secular society, it
and the church must agree on a set of
standards that they believe to be Bibli-
cal and, as a united front, stand together
on these principles.

The president of an outstanding Chris-
tian liberal arts college recently said:
“We do not know how long our institu-
tion can exist if we continue to hold to
our standards of Christian principles and
conviction, but should it become evident
that we cannot exist and hold to these
standards, we are committed to closing
the doors of this institution rather than
see it compromise.” I believe this should
be the commitment of every Bible college
and Christian liberal arts college in Amer-
ica. With such a commitment, I believe
it will not be necessary to close our
doors, but that there will always be a
constituency who will support such in-
stitutions.
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by J. E. Blanton, Member
Board of Home Missions

GOD SENT me to Atlanta, Georgia to
build a church to His glory. He has given
us a nucleus of three families in addition
to my own. From this beginning, God
will build a church in this metropolis.

My - encouragement in building this
church comes from Acts 18:1-11. What a
perfect picture of God building a church
in a metropolis! ,

Notice first the city to which Paul
went. When we think of Bible towns, we
often think of insignificant little villages,
In contrast, Corinth was a large metrop-
olis with a population between 600,000
and 700,000,

Why did Paul go this city? In Acts 13,
we see Paul being sent forth by the Holy
Ghost. It is the job of the Spirit to
place His servant where He wants him.
Throughout Paul’s missionary journies,
the Holy Spirit led him to the places
where He wanted him. Why did Paul go
to Corinth? God sent him.

How was the church started in Cor-
inth? When Paul arrived, the Lord had
already been at work. Aquila and Pris-
cilla, former residents of Rome, came to
Corinth because of persecution by Clau-
dius. The Lord led Paul to this family
and thus the nucleus for the church was
formed.

In Acts 18:8, we see the results of
following the Lord. Crispus was saved
and many of the Corinthians heard, be-
lieved, and were baptized. This is God
building a church in a metropolis.

God wants to build a church in At-
lanta. Will you share in this building?
Pray for us. Tell your friends in this area
about the work, and ask them to call me.

J. E. Blanton
3427 Wickham Drive
Decatur, Georgia 30032

Teacher
Training
Course

Published

The first in a series of four volumes of
the new Free Will Baptist Sunday School
Workers’ Training Course was released
March 1. The Introductory volume, writ-
ten by the Reverend William Hill of
Hazel Park, Michigan, is entitled, Organ-
izing and Developing A Free Will Baptist
Sunday School. Reverend Hill has held a
successful pastorate in Michigan for the
past ten years. The Sunday school has
grown from an average of 125 to above
the 400 mark.

Reverend H. D. Harrison, Director of
Teacher Training, states two additional
volumes have been written and the fourth
is in preparation. Every volume is writ-
ten by those who have ministered among
Free Will Baptists and who know and
understand their needs. This gives each
volume a decided Free Will Baptist
“flavor”. Release dates on these succeed-
ing volumes will be made available later.

Volume II, Commissioned to Commu-
nicate, by H. D. Harrison, deals with
effective teaching procedures for those
who teach the Bible.

Volume III, Pupil Profiles, by Mr., and
Mrs. Larry Ayers, deals with mental,
physical, spiritual, social, and emotional
characteristics of various ages.

Volume IV, Discipling and Develop-
ing, by Reverend Malcolm Fry, treats
the subject of Sunday School Evangelism.

These volumes comprise a course of
study for Sunday school and church
leaders. They are especially recom-
mended by the Sunday School Depart-
ment for training purposes. Certificates
of credit will be issued for each volume
completed and an attractive gold em-
bossed certificate awarded upon comple-
tion of all four volumes. These courses
may be taught for credit by the pastor
or someone whom he recommends. If
desired, they may be studied for credit
as a home study course, providing stand-
ards prescribed within the text are met.

This is a first for Free Will Baptists.
Every pastor, teacher, and worker in the
church should own the complete set. Cost
per volume is $1.50.

Watch for publication dates of suc-
ceeding volumes.
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HIS QUESTION may very well be asked Dby all of us. You may

be sure that the financial responsibility rests on our

shoulders. No one else will build for us the kind of school we

need: one that is thoroughly Christian honors the Word of God,

and strongly denominationally oriented. If we are to “foot the
bill”, let us look closely at the reasons for its existence.

There is a scriptural reason for a Bible College. Actually one
need look no further than the Great Commission to see it. We're
told three things in Matthew 20:19,20: Go! Baptize! Teach!
We have caught the vision of world evangelization.

The responsibility is made even more evident in the second
chapter of II Timothy. Paul told young Timothy in verse one to
“ .. be strong ...” Why? Verse 3 says, “. . . endure hardness
as a good soldier . . .” Life had not been a picnic for Paul, nor
would it be for Timothy. It was a battle and he considered him-
self a soldier “So, Timothy, yowd better be strong,” Paul
advised. Then he told the young man to study (verse 15). “If
you are to have God’s approval you must study. The ministry is
no place for a lazy man. You may fool your congregation for
awhile, but they will soon catch on. You will not fool God for
one minute, however. If His approval is to be on your ministry,
you will have to prepare yourself. Study or be ashamed. Study
or wrongly divide the word of truth.”

In addition to being strong and studying, Paul told him to
teach. A careful analysis of verse 2 reveals a chain with four
links: Paul, Timothy, faithful men, and others. Paul was a
highly educated man, having graduated
from one of the three universities of his day.
When converted, he spent three years in the
Arabian desert where God taught him his
theology. This Arabian desert education
was in turn conveyed by Paul to Timothy
and others like him. Paul told Timothy to
in turn commit these theological truths (or
we might say this “Christian education”) to
faithful men. Not just men, not just intel-
lectual men, not just educated men—but
spiritual men, men of faith. They must be
trained so that they might in turn teach
others, also the coming generations.

Paul had an Arabian desert experience,
but Timothy’s training came from Paul.
Faithful men received theirs from Timothy.
And the generations that are to come must,
consequently, look to us for their spiritual
training. The church has an educational
responsibility to its own. We must set up a
system in which the young people of our de-
nomination can receive some basic training
for their life’s work.

There is a doctrinal reason for a Bible
college. Recent surveys reveal that 70% of
ministerial students in colleges and univer-
sities across America do not believe the
fundamental truths of the Word of God.
They do not believe the Bible is inspired of
God, that Jesus was born of a virgin, that
He died an atoning death, was bodily resur-
rected from the grave, and will someday
come again. The apostasy of this age is
alarming, and the truth is there are many
churches in our country where the gospel is
no longer preached nor is it believed nor
is it practiced. Yet, young people are going
to college and ministers are going to college.
I say we must build a college that is com-
mitted to the teaching of the Word of God
and to our denominational distinctives.

BY
JACK
PARAMORE

In addition, there is a denominational reason for our Bible
College. One week recently, while in revival services in one of
our churches, I received five calls from churches looking for
pastors. All of these churches are full-time, have parsonages,
and livable salaries. Some time ago a minister from Oklahoma
said there were 27 full-time Free Will Baptist churches in his
state without a pastor. At that time I knew of 12 churches in
North Carolina without a pastor. We face a serious personnel
problem in our denomination. One minister who, years ago
served four churches, now serves only one. This has helped
create the personnel shortage. In addition, we have established
some new churches in recent years, and some of our men have
felt impressed of God to establish and pastor these new works.

But let us also admit that many of our sons and daughters
who are saved at the altars of our churches, and who have at
least some inclination to make their lives count for Jesus Christ,
are lost to our denomination when they go off to college. In
some cases, they join other denominations and we lose them al-
together. What disturbs me even more, however,is that when
Christian young men and women, at the age of 17, leave their
homes and churches for some state college or university, their
morals and their faith are under such attack that many of them
suffer spiritually. The atmosphere is not conducive to spiritual
growth and is not such that God can speak and deal with the
hearts and lives of these young people. Some who might enter
the ministry or give themselves for full-time Christian service
lose sight of such goals and aspirations while
being instructed by godless professors who
have no respect for the Bible and no interest
in the souls of men.

HERE Is A moral reason for a Bible
College. It does not take a very wise
person to see that our country is in a moral
slump. For instance, it is reported that more
than one million babies are born out of wed-
lock every year. Five hundred thousand
divorces and five hundred thousand legal
separations are granted yearly which means
one million homes fall apart every twelve
months. There are twelve million children
under the age of twelve who do not live
with both parents, their homes having been
broken up by divorce. Hollywood is feeding
into the moral vein of the country such an
emphasis on sex and immorality that we are
fast becoming obsessed with the subject, not
to mention the influence of pornographic
literature, the sexual emphasis in fashions,
etc.

Quite frankly, I don’t want my three chil-
dren, when 17 years of age, to be subjected
to that kind of college professor. I want
their instructors to stand for the same thing
their mother and daddy stand for. The col-
lege atmosphere should be closely akin to
the spiritual atmosphere of their home. I
want their faith enhanced and their morals
strengthened rather than under constant
attack by so-called educators. I say to you,
my friend, as a concerned and burdened
father, that there is a moral reason for a
Bible College.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Reverend Paramore is Director of Development for
Free Will Baptist Bible College. In addition to his
duties with the College, Mr. Paramore {travels
extensively in evangelistic work.



PROMOTIONAL SECRETARY ROBERT SHOCKEY
believes the extension of our gospel

outreach depends on our willingness to shift our
spiritual gears into high. Home Missions Ambassador
Churches have already recognized this need.

DO YOU remember the days of the gearshifts? Remember how you
started out in low gear, then you shifted into second, and finally, when
you really began to roll, you shifted into high? Actually, the low and
second gears were just to get you started, and the high gear was to
run in. But now we have replaced the old gear shift with an automatic
which is quicker and more efficient in every way.

Maybe in these days of crises we need to use the quickest and most
efficient means available to carry the gospel to the unreached.

We are living in a changing world, but our Christ is unchanging and
the message of the gospel is unchanging. We must not tolerate changes
men try to make; however, methods do change, programs change, and
men themselves change.

If we ever expect to reach the unreached with the gospel in our
generation, more is going to be required than we have been giving.
Over 1,900 years have passed since our risen Lord gave the church
its marching orders to go into all the world and preach the gospel to
every creature. Even now the task is far from being accomplished.
Many places are still untouched with the gospel, and in many places
the church’s witness is weak.

In North America alone the birth rate is growing faster than the
membership of the church. This country of ours is moving, and mov-
ing fast. To mect this need we must first admit that most of our
churches are rural, and they have deep roots in the community where
they are. In fact, their roots are so deep that we have failed to move
as people moved. As a result, our metropolitan areas have little or no
gospel witness.

Our National Board of Home Missions and Church Extension has

been charged with the responsibility of reaching the large cities of

NEEDED our nation with the gospel. What a tremendous challenge! We need
|
a

personnel. We are looking and praying for the Lord to give us some
of the best church planters and pastors in our denomination to go
into these “concrete jungles,” which are just as pagan and perhaps
A more so than many areas of Africa, with the Good News of salva-

tion. Today we challenge you, brother pastor, to seek God’s will con-
cerning this area of work.
We need finances. Just recently Director Homer Willis revealed

that we have 179,939 registcred Free Will Baptists (figure does not
SH I FT include the thousands who are not affiliated with the National Associa-

tion). Our Home Missions budget is $180,000, which simply means
that if every Free Will Baptist gave just $1.00 per year (2¢ a week or
8¢ a month) we could reach our budget. Thus we could send out more
pioneer missionaries. The tragedy of all this is we are not even reach-
|N ing our present budget.
Our Department of Home Missions and Church Extension is anx-
ious to enlist every Free Will Baptist church as a Home Missions
Ambassador Church. This simply means that each church will give a
minimum of $25.00 per month to National Home Missions. On the
first Sunday of each month many pastors are asking each member to
give an offering of at least $1.00 (some, of course, are giving more)
to National Home Missions. Some pastors have already placed us in
their budget. Others are working through the Sunday school and CTS.
Always willing to share in this ministry are the Woman’s Auxiliary
and Master’s Men.

Will your church be next to say, “Count on us. We want to share
in this great ministry of gospel outreach in North America which will
in turn reach to the uttermost part of the earth”? To accomplish the
task for our Lord we must shift our spiritual gears into high in order
to reach the goal.
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GLANCING

(Continued from Page 11)

Chaplain Writes Encouraging Letter
San Francisco, Calif—*. . . I have discovered quite a few of
our own over here (Viet Nam). It is a real blessing too . . .
It makes me even more proud to represent the National Asso-
ciation in the Chaplaincy. My work has kept me busy and the
blessings have been many. I am thankful to report that I have
been able to witness to several men who gave their hearts to
the Lord. At least one officer is pondering whether the Lord
wants him in the ministry . . .”
Mailing address: Chaplain (Capt.) Gerald M, Mangham
HHC 525 MI Group
APO San Francisco, Calif. 96307

Malone Joins College Staff

Nashville, Tenn—The Reverend Tom Malone, 1963 gradu-
ate of Free Will Baptist Bible College and pastor of Fellow-
ship Church in Flat River, Missouri, has recently been
employed by the Bible College’s Office of Development.

His duties will include making contacts and holding special
services for the school’s expansion drive. He will be working
in close association with Development Office Director Jack
Paramore.

Mr. Malone will move to Nashville in early March.

Speakers Announced For Bible Conference

Nashville, Tenn.—The Reverend Malcolm Fry of Tucson,
Arizona and the Reverend Billy Morris of Norfolk, Virginia
has been chosen to speak at Free Will Baptist Bible College’s
26th Bible Conference, April 6-10.

Reverend Fry, pastor of Tucson First Church, is recognized
throughout the denomination as a man with a message and a
song, greatly blessed with the ability to deliver both. This
outstanding preacher will add tremendously to the effective-
ness of the Conference.

Reverend Morris, 1952 Bible College graduate and pastor
of Hyde Park Church, is noted as a man who knows his
Bible. His conference messages will add a lively spark to the
meeting.

For the fourth year the Bible College has been fortunate to
secure the use of a local high school auditorium to accommo-
date overflow evening crowds. A record attendance for this
26th conference is anticipated.

College Development Campaign

Nashville, Tenn.—The following report on FWBBC’s build-
ing program was recently delivered by Director Jack Para-
more:

“Free Will Baptist Bible College is engaged in the largest
program of development in the history of our denomination.

Its proportions, compared to past programs, stagger the
imagination, If all needed buildings are built, the cost will
probably exceed $3,000,000. The first phase of the program,
which has included the purchase of three pieces of property
and the construction of two new buildings, has already cost
approximately $700,000.

“In a nutshell, $620,000 of this amount has now been se-
cured in gifts and unpaid commitments. Lacking but $80,000
completing the first phase of development, we now feel that
we are in the home stretch. As soon as Phase I is underwrit-
ten we will move into Phase II. Briefly, we sorely need to
build a women’s dormitory and a gymnasium-auditorium.
With the help of God and the continued faithfulness of Free
Will Baptists, we intend to close the first phase of develop-
ment this year and begin soon thereafter on these vitally
needed additional buildings.”

Foreign Missions Emphasis

Nashville, Tenn—Free Will Baptist churches across the na-
tion will be celebrating Foreign Missions Month in April,
with the first Sunday set aside as a day of prayer for missions.

Dedication of Sunday services to foreign missions in April
is an annual event in hundreds of Free Will Baptist churches.
Leaders view it as an important supporting ministry for mis-
sionaries.

Objectives of Foreign Missions Month are to make Free
Will Baptists aware of the ministries of foreign missions out-
reach and to win their full support. Officials have emphasized
that April 6 will be dedicated to prayer, April 13 to personal
commitment, and April 20 to gifts for missions.

April 20 will climax Foreign Missions Month with a nation-
wide Call-a-thon. Sunday schools of the churches which par-
ticipate will contribute their offerings to foreign missions and
will call in their total amount via telephone to the national
offices in Nashville. Last year, the first Call-a-thon netted
more than $9,000. Officials hope to see offerings top the
$20,000 mark this year.

To aid in the special Sunday services throughout April, the
national foreign missions office has prepared information
materials designed to help Free Will Baptists understand its
ministries more fully.

Bulletin inserts are available for each of the first three
Sundays in April. Information cards for each church mem-
ber, as well as display placards emphasizing the 1969 theme,
“Who Cares,” are also available on request. Missionary photo
maps, foreign missions directories, and missionary prayer
cards are supplementary materials available for individual and
church use during the entire year.

Pastors and church leaders may secure these materials free
upon request by writing Communications Division, Free Will
Baptist Foreign Missions, P.O. Box 1088, Nashville, Tennes-
see 37202.

COLLEGE UMBRELLA

- (Continued from Page 7)
great variety of educational curricula.
Maybe a Bible college could teach
agriculture and mortuary science, but
we will never have enough money to
provide such specialized programs.
Our denomination has not yet faced
up to the tremendous cost involved in
even the educational program we now
have.

Tippett: Won’t the curriculum also be
limited by the student body?
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Picirilli: Very much so. What we offer
will have to be such as will appeal to
the kind of student body we have
talked about, one committed to the
ideals of a thoroughly Bible-centered
program of education. I can give you
an example of this kind of limitation.
As you know, we have a music major
offered in our curriculum. But very
few students actually pursue this pro-
gram to graduation. As a result, we
have several upper-level music courses
every year with only two or three stu-
dents in them—a very expensive pro-

cedure. I'm not suggesting we do away
with that program, since we feel it is
very important and will grow. But we
have to watch lest we add to many
courses that would not be taken by
many of our kind of students. We
would offer math, for another ex-
ample, but the last time we tried it,
only two students signed up for the
course.

Tippett: 1 assume the Bible college’s
breadth of offerings will also be lim-
ited by the availability of teachers?

(Continued on Page 18)
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