























may seem a truism; but the fact is that
many members of church fellowships,
perhaps most of them, are virtual strang-
ers to one another, especially in cities
where their homes are scattered over a
vast area. Apart from the fact that it is
an anomaly that any Christian should
know the hunger of loneliness within the
House of Bread, perhaps the single
greatest means of deepening the spiritual
life of a congregation and spreading its
influence and blessing beyond its borders
is the interaction of Christian lives upon
one another. How is this to take place
unless there is full and frequent fellow-
ship from group to group?

Young people and older folks need to
know one another, for each group has
much to contribute to and much to learn
from the other. Young folks have en-
ergy and enthusiasm in the things of
God; older people, wisdom and experi-
ence. Young folks are free to invest their
lives in Christian service; older people
may be able to teach them how to reap
the richest dividends for the Kingdom
from that investment. Young folks have
a burning thirst for knowledge; older
people have years of reading, and learn-
ing and living behind them,

HESE THINGS should be shared—
Tnot in a formal, organized manner,
but in family experience, in the natural
paths of acquaintance, conversation and
friendship. All young people and older
ones will not find rewarding fellowship
at deep levels, but the ones who really
need each other will, given suitable op-
portunity. Some of my own most blessed
and productive spiritual friendships have
been with people many years older and
many years younger than myself; and
such, T believe, is common Christian ex-
perience. Provision for such flowering
of fellowship should be made in the
Christian community.

No less important than the mingling
of age groups in congregational life is
the breaking down of barriers raised by
such artificial differences as sex, marital
status, occupation, etc. Business men
chould not always group together, nor
married women, single women, teachers,
nurses, students and so on. The human
spirit knows no such boundaries, and
spirit should be free to fellowship with
kindred Christian spirit, to the building
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up of the life of the Church and the
Kingdom of God—always, of course,
within the limits of propriety, good taste

and Christian common sense. The life
of God should be allowed to flow where
it will, not required to confine itself to
certain clearly-defined channels.

Ideally, the church may be visualized
as a horizontal line, divided organiza-
tionally into the segments in which we
commonly find it, but also, by some di-
vine mathematical operation, divided
vertically into other groups, where
neither age, sex nor occupation are rec-
ognized as lines of demarcation, but only
capacity for God. Here Christians, young
and old, of all walks of life, fellowship
on levels of spiritual desire and maturity.
Aspiring souls recognize one another,
join hands and press on together to
higher heights than could be scaled
alone. Artistic spirits find one another,
and share in new joys of spiritual cre-
ativity. Mental giants meet, and lay
hold on new territories for the Kingdom.
Souls of vision band together, and roll
back the horizons of Christendom. And
timid souls gather together, and souls of
little faith, and are mutually made
stronger. Joined in holy aspiration, all
are one in Christ Jesus. This is a church
that could turn the world upside down.

How ARE such things to be accom-
plished?

The first requisite is an awareness of
the need, a realization that there can be,
indeed must be, a “unity in diversity”
if our fellowship is to mean what it
should to its membership. Then practical
steps to bring about such a situation
must be sought by individual congrega-
tions. These will vary from group to
group, but the congregation that is con-
vinced of its value will, under God, not
fail to find its own way.

Many things might be done. Music is
one of the richest fellowships on earth.
“Family sing” following an evening serv-
ice can be a source of blessing, where
the audience is free to choose its own
favorites, the leader sometimes asking
the reason for a particular choice, thus
bringing informality into the fellowship.
Interesting testimonies often result, quite
spontancously, and the group grows in
knowledge of each other. Christian art

could be studied in a similar way. Stud-
ies could be made of the writings of the
Christian poets. The fellowship that
would result could be breathtaking in its
implications, and provide real spiritual
enrichment.

The list of topics for discussion groups
is endless—child study, Christian educa-
tion, family and human relations, Chris-
tian ethics in daily life, the relevance of
psychology to Christian faith, Church
history, the great Creeds of the church,
missions viewed from a thousand angles
—these are but a few. People in our
congregations are interested in such top-
ics, but it is a rare church that has any
fellowship on these levels. What a field
of worship and witness is thus left un-
tapped! .

A choice of highly-specialized topics
should mean that the people most likely
to be helpful to one another, whatever
their ages, would probably meet; and
such selectivity would keep any one
group from becoming too large. In all
such gatherings, fellowship in prayer
and around the Word of God would be
paramount, and spiritual growth and
outreach would be the aim; and these
priorities would have to be carefully
guarded. The strength of any one group,
moreover, would depend upon the free
give-and-take of question-and-answer
discussion, not primarily upon lecture
material. It is in the interchange of
knowledge and opinion and experience
that fellowship among Christians is built
up, not just in listening to addresses, no
matter how fine.

Christians might find that their non-
Christian friends, particularly their se-
rious-minded or older friends, would be
more willing to attend such a fellowship
group than to come to a regular church
service, and so new missionary spear-
heads might be launched.

The thoughtful congregation that is
aware of the need will not be long in
working out its own program. New di-
mensions of faith and fellowship and
outreach are ours for the asking. Let us
use imagination and enterprise, under
God, in claiming them for our people,
that thereby Christ’s Kingdom on earth
may be extended.

Miss Clarkson is an educator, poet and author.
Used by permission. Efernity Magazine (copy-
right 1965).




McCOY SURVEYS PUERTO RICO

Drumright, Okla—Survey team consist~
ing of Missionary Appointee Fred Mec-
Coy, ngh School Principal Chuck Wood
from Bixby, Okla-
homa, Field Secre-
tary Bob Shockey,
and Marshall Seig-
fred, stationed in San
Juan with the Federal
Aviation Authority,
surveyed Puerto Rico
in anticipation of es-
tablishing a  gospel
witness for Christ and
Free Will Baptists.
“We came to an area known as Round
Hill,” remarked McCoy after the trip.
Driving through this neighborhood, I
said, ‘Fellows, I believe this is the place.’
We stopped the bus and got out. There
was a sense of assurance and peace that
comes from being in God’s will.”

The community is composed of Puerto
Ricans, Cubans, Spaniards, Colombians,
Koreans, Filipinos and Continentals. The
2000 residents have no Oospel witness.

Appointee McCoy is anxious to es-
tablish residence in Puerto Rico and be-
gin his missionary ministry.

McCoy

'TEEN CRUSADES’ FORMED

Sumter, S. C.—An evangelistic team
called “Teen Crusades” with Bobby
Richardson as master of ceremonies has
been formed. Its primary objective is to
reach teen-agers in the smaller cities. “It
is our desire for young people to come
to know Christ and to live a committed
life as well,” expressed Richardson.
“Therefore in our crusades, a very spe-
cial emphasis in counseling and follow-
up is being given.” For additional in-
formation, you may write:

Rev. Sam Anderson

Teen Crusades

P. O. Box 1953

Sumter, South Carolina 29150

TULSA CHURCH NEEDS PASTOR

Tulsa, Okla—Ministers interested in
pastoring Central Free Will Baptist
Church are asked to contact Mrs. Jean
Robinson (clerk), 835 E. 46th Street
North, Tulsa, Oklahoma 74126, or call
Charles Mattix (chairman of Board of
Deacons) at FI5-1111.

LOUISIANA CHURCH
HOLDS DEDICATION

Monroe, La—First Free Will Baptist
congregation of West Monroe, Louisiana
has purchased a building on corner of
Gordon and Dixie Avenues. Regular
services began February 9. Pastor Stan-
ton White delivered dedication message
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February 23. Free Will Baptists from
Warren, Crossett, and Hamburg, Arkan-
sas, and Bastrop, Louisiana attended the
service. The Gordon Avenue church is
the first Free Will Baptist church in
Louisiana to locate in the heart of a city
—-other Louisiana churches being rural.
Appreciation is expressed to all Free
Will Baptists who helped the congrega-
tion locate in this city with a population
of 60,000,

OHIO MINISTER
SUPPORTS APOLLO’S PRAYER

Bowling Green, Ohio—Petitions bearing
signatures of 138,000 Toledo area resi-
dents supporting prayer in outer space
by U.S. astronauts
were recently present-
ed at National Aero-
nautics and Space
Administration head-
quarters in Houston.
Petitions were turned
over to Paul Haney,

NASA public rela-

tions director, by Rev.

- Fred Taylor, pastor
Taylor of First Free Will
Baptist Church here. Mr. Taylor, who
also is business administrator for the

memorial foundation which owns radio
station WMGS in Bowling Green, has
spearheaded a five-week campaign in
this area which he calls “just a start” in
a nationwide effort.

Mr. Taylor said the campaign is an
answer to Mrs. Madalyn Murray
O’Hair’s efforts to halt prayers from
outer space. A lawsuit by Mrs. O’Hair,
formerly of Baltimore, led to banning
required prayers in public schools.

“We’re going to try to put Mrs. O’Hair
out of business,” Mr. Taylor said.

“We all sat back and did nothing
when she did her school bit. I thought
it could never happen. Now we want to
make sure it doesn’t happen again.”

Since the petitions were presented to
Paul Haney, Mr. Taylor has reported to
ConTacT’s staff that the total signatures
have reached over 700,000.

You may direct your correspondence
to:

Reverend Fred T. Taylor
P. O. Box 339
Bowling Green, Ohio 43402

RECORD BREAKING ATTENDANCE
AT YOUTH RALLY

Townley, Ala—The monthly youth rally
was held at Townley Free Will Baptist
Church, Townley, Alabama on March 1.
“We had a record breaking attendance
of 544, reports Mrs. Carolyn Bowers.
Goal set for May is 600.

THOMAS HONORED BY AUXILIARY

Denver, Colo.—Pastor Roy Thomas and
family were recent guests at the Annual
Woman’s Auxiliary Banquet. Approxi-

mately 80 guests and members attended

the “This Is Your Life” program, hon-
oring Pastor Thomas. Theme for the
evening was WNAC’s theme, “Give Ye
Them to Eat.” Special guests included
the pastor’s parents, Rev. and Mrs. Rue
Thomas from Boise, Idaho, and Rev. and
Mrs. Virgil Florence, from Guymon,
Oklahoma. Rev. Florence was preaching
the night Mr. Thomas was saved. Pic-
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tured are (1 to r) Pastor Roy Thomas,
Rev. Rue Thomas, father; Rev. Bob
Thomas, brother, and Mrs. Roy Thomas.

REVEREND EARL DIXON, 63, DIES

Chattanooga, Tenn—The Reverend Earl
Dixon, pastor of Layne Chapel Free Will
Baptlst Church for the past 15 vyears,
vdled Sunday, March
2, in a Chattanooga
Hospital. He had pas-
tored First Free Will
Baptist Church of
Jasper and was an ac-
tive member of the
Free Will Baptist State
Association. Mr. Dix-
on was one of the
oldest building con-
tractors of Hamilton
County and president of the Dixon Con-
struction Company, Chattanooga, Ten-
nessee.

Dixon

TURNER SCHEDULES REVIVALS

Manning, S. C.—Evangelist I. Bennie
Turner has revivals scheduled this spring
in North Carolina, South Carolina, Ala-
bama and Indiana. Pastors may contact
Evangelist Turner at 25 North Barfield

Piedmont Bible Institute’s
graduating exercises were held
March 15 with Reverend Frank
Cantrell, alumnus of PBI,
featured as guest speaker.
Graduates receiving certificates
were (1l tor) Earl Hendrix,
Lawrence Goudlock, Paisy
Gosnell, Delorise Newton, Laura
Rolins, Jean Carter, Linda Crisp,
Larry Abernathy, Roger Gosnell,
(back row, l to r) Harry
Honeycutt, Charles Crisp,
Raymond Davis, Joe Carter,

and John B. Smith.

Reverend Roy Rikard is
President of Piedmont Bible
Institute in Cramerton,

North Carolina.
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Street, Manning, South Carolina, or may
call 435-3725.

JUNIOR-SENIOR DAY AT OBC

Moore, Okla.—High schoo! juniors and
seniors from throughout the Midwest
participated in the annual Junior-Senior
Day April 25-26 on the campus of Okla-
homa Bible College. Launching the event
was the performance of Helen Kromer’s
play, “Take Any Street.” Performance
was given at First Free Will Baptist
Church in Moore.

The third annual Missionary Confer-
ence hosted by the College drew seven
Free Will Baptist representatives from
both the home and foreign fields for the
three-day event, March 19-21. College
officials termed the program timely and
successful.

MAINTAIN TIES WITH MILITARY

Nashville, Tenn.—Free Will Baptists are
urged to keep in contact with their mem-
bers in military service. They’re the same
people, just wearing different clothes.
That’'s the word from Col. Roy M.
Terry, deputy chief of Air Force chap-
lains, Washington, D.C. Church news
letters are read closely; mail is always

welcome. Some churches put their young
people at home on the church military
committee. They keep up correspond-
ence with those in service of their own
age.

Chaplains send lefters to parents when
servicemen arrive at a new base. Parents
could help if they would remind their
son or daughter that the chaplain is
there just as their minister at home.
Chaplains encourage keeping ties to the
home church and provide regular Sun-
day school and worship services.

CHURCH FORMS FISHERMEN'S FLEET

Florence, Ala—Pastor Willie Justice re-
ports that First Free Will Baptist Church
has formed a Fishermen’s Fleet with 13
members. To qualify for membership,
one must agree to spend at least one
hour per week in soul winning and take
at least one course per year in soul win-
ning. Training is conducted by both
study course and in-service. When a

member wins a soul, either directly or
indirectly, he gets a fishhook.

On Sunday, March 3, the man pic-
tured on the left received Christ as his
Saviour. Upon being asked who was re-
sponsible for his conversion, he replied
that Almon Calvert (right) was. The
blind soul winner is very active in his
church: sings in the choir and men’s
quartet, teaches a Sunday school class,
attends visitation, and is chairman of the
Boy Scout troop committee.




CAN NEVER get any of the parents to
I cooperate with me when I plan a
picnic for the teen-agers,” moaned the
youth leader, “so I think I'll just quit.”
“The more 1 do for the church the
more the pastor expects me to do,” com-
plained the trustee, “so I'll just ‘throw in
the towel’ at the next trustees’ meeting.”
“I've been president of the woman’s
auxiliary for eight years,” boasted Mrs.
Maxwell, “but I'm thoroughly disgusted
with the way some of the members com-
plain about our projects. 1 refuse to even
consider another year in this position.”
When a person becomes a Christian
and gets actively involved in the work
of the church, whether he holds the office
of pastor, evangelist, missionary, teacher,
board member, choir member, or musi-
cian, he enters into a life of service to
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God and man. Very often it is a life of
sacrificial service which is taken for
granted, and at times even criticized by
others.

In our modern age the pressures which
confront man without and within are so
tremendous that many church members
holding key positions in the church are
so overwhelmed they give up their posi-
tions. Some become confused and dis-
turbed, so they leave the church.

This negative feeling of despair and
defeat has encroached upon the pulpit,
and many pastors, due to sagging attend-
ance and unmet budgets along with con-
fusion and splits in the church, are
leaving the ministry, confused and dis-
illusioned.

The pastorate in reality is not at all
what the young man dreamed it would

be. Other pastors, who also feel the pres-
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sures, are “church shopping,” never stay-
ing in one pulpit more than one or two
years. Their prayer is that the next pas-
torate will be easier and more successful.

The modern day Christian finds him-
self in a dilemma, surrounded by prob-
lems that seem greater than his faith. Life
is so complex, complicated and changing
that his faith seems unable to cope with
it.

The Christian comes to church on Sun-
day and his faith is renewed; but when
the Lord’s Day is over, he must face the
problems of life. He then wonders if his
“Sunday faith” is worth anything Monday
on the job, at school, or in the home.

What are some of the pressures in
Christian living that often cause the
Christian to quit?
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ECONOMICAL PRESSURES

In our age of materialism, economical
pressures are greater than they have ever
been. Faiher teels pressure from his fam-
ily to make more money so they can live
on the same economical level as their
friends and neighbors. Rather than en-
joying prosperity, we compete to see who
can get the most in the shortest time.
Many fathers hold down two jobs, or else
the mother works outside the home in
order for the family to maintain their
economical prestige. New home, two
cars, new furniture and clothes from Sax
Fifth Avenue have become status symbols.

Many pastors feel underpaid and un-
appreciated. He visits in homes of mem-
bers who have much more to offer their
children and wife than he can on his
salary. He places his education, ability
and responsibility alongside many church
members and feels he is being cheated.
His children are unhappy because he can-
not supply their demands. So he is
tempted to try some other occupation or
“moon light” a few hours each day to
compensate. If he becomes too discour-
aged, he may just quit, the pitfall being
bitterness.

SOCIOLOGICAL PRESSURES

There are many social demands on the
family from outside the home. School
activities, club activities, sports, and
church activities all compete with each
other for the family’s time and talent.
Very often, members of the family are so
wrapped up in outside activities that they
rarely see each other. The cry for social
prestige and acceptance creates tensions
in the home, and often the family is so
engulfed in social success that they don’t
find time for church work. They feel
guilty for neglecting the family and the
church.

The pastor is not immune to social
pressure either. He is called upon to pray
at dedication services, graduation exer-
cises, P.T.A. meetings, City Council
meetings, banquets, luncheons, club or-
ganizations and other speaking engage-
ments. If he isn’t careful, he will neglect
his church work for social acceptance by
these other organizations. With the innu-
merable encroachments on his time, he
has no time left for his family—thus he
begins to resent the people who place
these demands upon him. Denominational
pressures force him to fill offices and
raise money; consequently, he seeks to
impress the leaders and find favor in their

MAY 1969

eyes by acceptance of these various posi-
tions.

PSYCHOLOGICAL PRESSURES

The inner turmoil within the Christian
keeps him emotionally upset because he
is pulled in all directions from other
pressures; he doesn’t feel he is accom-
plishing anything worthwhile. He is
plagued with constant guilt for his lack
of accomplishment. The pastor tells him
he should be a soul winner, become ac-
tive in visitation, sing in the choir, teach
a Sunday school class, and be a CTS
leader. The more the pastor talks about
the need for workers, the worse he feels.
If he does get active in church work and
other activities, he feels guilty for neg-
lecting his family, for the pastor says his
first and greatest responsibility is to his
family.

SPIRITUAL PRESSURES

The Christian finds it difficult to be
spiritual in a materialistic, paganistic,
atheistic society. He feels he should be a
spiritual giant, yet he feels much weaker
than when he first believed. He knows he
should pray more and read his Bible
more, but when is he going to find time
to feed his soul when he is pressured
from without and within? He feels broken
and crushed and confused, so he decides
the only way out of the dilemma is to
quit.

This is no time to sit in a corner and
mourn. It is no time to quit. Church
work has always had its difficulties, its
trials, its heartaches, its problems. It is
no time for pastors to leave their
churches and run away from the battle.
Rather, it is a time to stand together as
brethren and fight the good fight of faith.
It is time to really put our faith to the
test. Listen to the Apostle Paul as he,
too, faced similar trials:

“We are pressed on every side by troubles,
but not crushed and broken. We are per-
plexed because we don’t know why things
happen as they do, but we don’t give up
and quit. We are hunted down, but God
never abandons us. We get knocked down,
but we get up again and keep going. These
bodies of ours are constantly facing death
just as Jesus did: so it is clear to all that
it is only the living Christ within Who
keeps us safe. Yes, we live under constant
danger to our lives because we serve the
Lord, but this gives us constant onportu-
nities to show forth the power of Jesus
Christ within our dying bodies. . . . These
sufferings of ours are for your benefit.
And the more of you who are won to
Christ, the more there are to thank Him

by william j. hill

for His great kindness, and the more the
Lord is glorified. That is why we never
give up. It is hard on our health, but
good for our souls. Down inside we grow
stronger in the Lord every day. These
troubles and sufferings of ours are, after
all, quite small and won’t last very long.
Yet this short time of distress will result
in God’s richest blessing upon us forever
and ever! So we do not look at what we
can see down here, the troubles all around
us, but we look forward to the joys in
heaven which we have not yet seen. The
troubles will soon go away, but the joys
to come will last forever” (II Corinthians
4:8-11; 15-18 from Living Letters).

“I'LL JUST QuIT”

I have taught a class for many years;
Borne many burdens—toiled through tears;
But folks don’t notice me a bit.

I'm so discouraged—TI’ll just quit!

Some time ago I joined the choir
That many souls I might inspire;
But folks don’t seem moved a bit,
So what use to sing? I’ll just quit!

I’'ve labored long in women’s work
And not a task did ever shirk;

But folks have talked a little bit,
And T won’t stand it. I’ll just quit!

I’ve led young people day and night
And sacrificed to lead them right.
But folks won’t help me out a bit;
And I'm so tired. T’ll just quit!

Christ’s cause is hindered everywhere
And folks are dying in despair.
The reason why? Just list a bit;
The church is full of folks who quit!

—Author Unknown

Well, what about you, my Christian
friend? Are you thinking of quitting?
Would you think of letting your church
down just when it needs you most? What
will you say to Christ at the Judgment
Day? Anyone can quit, but only those
who really love and trust God can live
victoriously in spite of pressures. Do
pressures drive you out of the church
or to your knees for renewed strength
and courage?

Jeremiah was ready to quit when God
visited him and spoke to him. After that
the Word was in his heart as a burning
fire, and he couldn’t possibly keep quiet.
He couldn’t quit! Oh, that the Word
would burn in our heart so we would
feel as did Jeremiah. Perhaps we need
to return to the feet of Jesus and bz re-
commiseioned. Instead of resigning, we
ne>d our commission resigned!

The author is pastor of First Free Will Brntist
Church, Hazel Park. Michigan. The FWBBC
alumnus is a member of the Nationa! Sunday

School Board. He recently received the M.A.
degree in pastoral counseling.
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JUNE 8 BROADCASTING SUNDAY

MINNEAPOLIS (EP)-—Again this
year the second Sunday in June marks a
time set aside to learn about and pray for
Christian broadcasting around the world.

This annual day of prayer, arranged
by International Christian Broadcasters
association, “gives us all a chance to
review the strategic ministries that radio
and television have in reaching the world
for Christ,” says ICB Executive Director
A. G. Thiessen.

There are more than 500,000,000
working radio receivers in the world to-
day, according to Thiessen. Missionary
radio uses more than 80 transmitters in
about 50 locations to beam more than
5,000 hours of programming to these
receivers each week. It is estimated that
within the U.S. there are over 200 radio
stations under Christian management also
engaged in broadcasting the Gospel. In
addition, there are scores of gospel pro-
grams released over hundreds of com-
mercial and government stations world
wide.

BIBLICAL CITY UNEARTHED?

PESSATH BARADON, Israel (EP)—
Archaeologists working here announce
the discovery of an ancient city which
they believe to be the “salt city” men-
tioned in chapter 15 of the Book of
Joshua.

Located 10 miles south of the ruins of
Qumran, the city must have been the
center of the desert sect whose scribes
penned the Dead Sea scrolls, the an-
nouncement said.

Tn one of 20 tombs nearby the team
found a jar with the Hebrew inscription
“Yohanan” written in a script similar to
that of the Dead Sea scrolls.

Reuters News Service said the building
is believed to be the community hall of
the sect where the people gathered for
meetings and meals.

APPROVES ABS NEW TESTAMENT

NEW YORK (EP)—Richard Cardinal
Cushing, Archbishop of Boston, has
granted his official approval to Today’s
English Version of the New Testament,
published by the American Bible Society.

Popularly known as “Good News for
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RELIGIOUS NEWS
from Around the World

Modern Man,” the New Testament was
first published in 1966.

Dr. Laton E. Holmgren, a general sec-
retary of the Bible society, told Cardinal
Cushing that his imprimatur “will enable
a great number of new readers through-
out the world, particularly in Asia and
Africa, to become familiar for the first
time with the printed Word of God.”

CRIME UP 17 PER CENT

WASHINGTON, D.C. (EP)-—Crime
in the United States rose 17 per cent in
1968, the sharpest rise recorded in large
cities and suburban areas by the Federal
Bureau of Investigation.

J. Edgar Hoover announced that pre-
liminary figures showed crimes of vio-
lence up 19 per cent, including a 29 per
cent rise in robberies, 14 per cent in
murders and forcible rapes and 12 per
cent in aggravated assault.

30 IN MAY

LINCOLN, Nebraska (EP)—Begun on
May 1 thirty years ago by Theodore Epp
as a live, 15-minute daily radio program,
the Back to the Bible Broadcast marks
its 30th anniversary of ministry this year.

Now broadcasting for 30 minutes, the
interdenominational gospel broadcast has
more than 3,520 releases a week and is
heard on some 530 selected radio stations
around the globe.

STUDENTS TALK ABOUT CHRIST

PITTSBURGH (EP)—Because they
say “race, sex and drugs are tearing the
campuses apart,” a group of students at
the University of Pittsburgh and Carne-
gie-Mellon University have started a pilot
project to talk “point blank about Christ”
at a series of forum meetings and discus-
sion groups.

The Christian Fellowship groups at
both campuses have joined forces to “tell
it like it is” about their faith in Christ.
Their project is called Project Point
Blank.

Saying they are “sick and tired of try-
ing to find solutions through student dis-
orders, sit-ins, confrontations with the
chancellor, ad infinitum” the students
plan a series of evangelistic, person-to-
person thrusts to “uplift Christ.”

A spokesman for the Pitt group said

A Free Will Baptist preach-
er asks: “Please explain the
meaning of church and state.”

In separation of church
(organization of Christians)
and state (civil government),
the church functions without
the aid and control of civil
government. True, I believe

R34 the church can benefit from
privileges granted by the government as
long as this benefit does not tie the hands
of the church. The church or institution
that leans on the civil government for
financial support will be among the first
to come under governmental control. The
church should honor and glorify Jesus
Christ. I believe this can best be accom-
plished when the church as an organiza-
tion is free from civil government control.

Frequently, we hear Christians say that
their church is patterned after the New
Testament church. The New Testament
church is an example of how the church
did (and can) function under various
types of government. It is reported that
in Russia the Bible-believing church does
not have the approval of the government.
In some areas the believers depend upon
the Holy Spirit to guide them to their
secret meeting place. As a result the
government spies remain uninformed.
The Apostle Peter declared, “. . . We
ought to obey God rather than men”
(Acts 5:29).

In our country we have many privi-
leges as a church because we are a “re-
public governed by the people.” Many
of our laws were designed by people sym-
pathetic toward the church. However,
some churches have taken unethical ad-
vantage of government privileges by en-
gaging in competitive, moneymaking
businesses, unrelated to evangelism or
edification, without paying income tax.
(See Readers Digest, March 19609,
“Should Churches Be Allowed to Do
Business Tax-Free?”
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the University of Pittsburgh and Carnegic-
Mellon University are “racked with prob-
lems from all sides . . . and Christ is the
answer.”

“If all goes well,” he said, “we will try
Project Point Blank on other campuscs
of this area and then, hopefully, in other
states.”
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‘ ‘ THAT BETTER way can we magnify

the Lord than by magnifying His
examples. David said, “O magnify the
Lord with me, and let us exalt his name
together” (Ps. 34:3). It seems to me that
the churches that practice Feet-washing
should prepare for its observance with
the same magnitude as they do for the
Ordinances of Baptism and the Lord’s
Supper.

The blueprints of our newer church
buildings include a baptistry that is an
outstanding, lovely attraction. Some
churches add a baptistry to their older
buildings that were built without one.
Baptismal robes are provided for both
minister and candidates. The setting for
this sacred act of obedience is one of di-
vine beauty.

For the Lord’s Supper we use a beauti-
ful sterling silver communion set with
handy individual cups, a sacred treasure
as we behold its beauty on a handsome
memorial table.

Magnifying Baptism and The Lord’s
Supper in such great splendor and serene
beauty is very commendable. It does not
detract but adds attraction to the solem-
nity of the observances. There was noth-
ing shoddy nor cheap about the com-
partments and fixtures of the temple.
Solomon built the temple by directions
from God Himself. We see beauty in

The author is the wife of Reverend Ralph
Staten. pastor of Wooddale Free Will Bavtist
Church, Knoxville, Tennessee. She is the mother
of three children: Janis, Ruth Ann and Randall.
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perfection, seemingly, when reading the
description of the temple.

How long would it be before the Lord’s
Supper would be abandoned in our serv-
ices if only one cup were used, and every-
one touched the bread they broke from?

How often would we have baptismal serv-
ices if we had to go to a lake or river?
How many members would attend? Both
Baptism and the Lord’s Supper have been
practiced in beautiful settings, and our
Lord has been magnified. Why, then, the
‘ole tin pans, a bucket of water, and
cheap towels hung in a back room of the
church for the practice of Feet washing?
There is no intention of spurning this sort
of practice. Many blessings have been
received in the back room, and I have
enjoyed them for forty (40) years, quar-
terly most of the time. But I can see
the same splendor, the same beauty, and
the same magnitude of worship in Feet
washing as in Baptism and the Lord’s
Supper. For years I have dreamed of a
way to practice this act of humility and
love that Jesus ordained in a manner that
would exalt Him more, and bless the
majority or the entire membership, rather
than only a small minority. It can be
done.

Why not include a mezzanine (or bal-
cony) in the sanctuary? On the mezza-
nine two basins with water fountains
artistically planned and properly ar-
ranged: one for men, one for women. As
the tones of “My Jesus, I Love Thee” or
some other appropriate hymn, sound
forth, the participants arise from the
sanctuary and go to the “upper-room.”
There the observance can be observed by
those remaining in the sanctuary. It is
seen as it truly is—a beautiful, sacred
witness of Christian love and humility.
Jesus said, “If I, then, your lLord and
Master have washed your feet, ye also
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Splendor, beauty and magnitude should characterize the ordinance of feet washing

ought to wash one another’s feet. For I
have given you an example that ye
should do as T have done to you.” Then
the command is nailed down when He
said to the disciples. “Go ye . . . and
teach all nations to observe all
things whatsoever I have commanded
you . . ." How can anyone reject the
Ordinance of Feet washing?

Pride hinders many people, from ob-
serving it. It is immodest,” contends
one, “to wash feet in public.” Likely.
that same critic would not raise his voice
against any of the immodest styles, fads,
and fancies of, perhaps, many of his
church members. Another lets pride of
position and possessions prevent him
from washing a brother’s feet. He forgets,
no doubt, that “life consisteth not in the
abundance of things which he possesseth”
(Luke 12:15b). And “he that humbleth
himself shall be exalted” (Luke 14:11b).

Pride, however, is not the only hin-
drance to feet washing. Some try to get
around it by saying it is an old Jewish
custom. But if it had been a Jewish
custom, Peter would not have objected
to it because he was a learned Jew. He
knew their customs and would have rec-
ognized what Jesus was doing. Their cus-
tom was to wash their feet before enter-
ing the house. It was an act of hospitality
for the host or hostess or one of their
servants to greet a traveler at the door
with a pan and water. The traveler, him-
self, would wash his own feet before
entering the house. Now, the act of feet
washing recorded in St. John 13 was not
only inside the house, but in an upper
room after supper was ended.

Others avoid feet washing by saying it
is not an ordinance. What keeps it from
being an ordinance? An ordinance is an
admonition or teaching that is established
by an authoritative precept or example.
A precept is a commandment or direc-
tive, meant as a rule of action or practice
of conduct. It is a written order.

Feet washing is a rite that complies
specifically and completely with the above
definition, and with any other quality that
describes an ordinance. The proper au-
thority was God the Father who com-
mended all things into the hands of Jesus,
the Lord and Master of the disciples, who
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gave them the example and the com-
mand. We have the precept, (a com-
mandment or directive) the example and
the authority, all three qualities of an
ordinance in St. John 13:14-15.

The practice of feet washing is inferred
in I Timothy 5:10. Paul told Timothy
that the church should not support a
widow unless she had washed the saints’
feet. Where do we find saints. collective-
ly? At the church, of course.

Some critics say the words “ought”
and “should” are not commandatory in
John 13:14-15. Both “ought” and
“should” denote obligation, according to
Webster. There are many oughts and
shoulds in the New Testament about
which we hear no question or dissention.
No one denies that men ought to love
their wives, that we ought to love God,
that we ought to love one another. So,
why question that we ought to wash one
another’s feet?

The same night and in the same room
that He instituted the Lord’s Supper, Je-
sus instituted the Ordinance of Feet
washing. Speaking of the two, Jesus said,
“If ye know these things, happy are ye if
ye do them” (John 13:7). Both “these”
and “them” refer to the two ordinances.
In 1 Corinthians 11:23-25, we are told
that the same night that Jesus was be-
trayed (the same night that He washed
the disciples’ feet) He observed commu-
nion with His disciples, Both ordinances
were observed the same night.

“What therefore God hath joined to-
gether, let not man put asunder” (Mark
10:9). Even though this Scripture is
taken out of its setting, it gives food for
thought. It is true that man and wife are
not all that God has joined together. In
Acts 20:21, we see that He has joined
repentance and faith. Also, faith and
works cannot be separated without the
death of faith. Why separate the two
ordinances or practices that Jesus insti-
tuted and commanded the same night?

I am persuaded that there would be
fewer Christians disregarding Feet wash-
ing as an ordinance and many more mag-
nifying the Lord by following His humble
example if it were illuminated in a public
setting with all the earthly beauty pos-

sible to display its divine beauty and
blessings.

Feet washing was a subject that was
discussed ‘pro’ and ‘con’ during my early
church life. Those who practiced it were
judged by many to be ignorant or un-
learned. That accusation disturbed me
very much. Then, I had an experience
that dispelled any pride that might hin-
der my participation in this sacred act.

Soon after I began my first year as a
school teacher I attended church where
the service was concluded with the Lord’s
Supper and Feet washing. My first im-
pulse was not to participate in that part
of the service. Just in front of me were
several women. They sniggered and gig-
gled like a bunch of silly teen-agers as
they stretched their crane-like necks to
see the preparation being made for the
Feet washing service. When I saw their
disrespectful behavior, I could hardly
keep from rushing to the front to take
part in the service. My participation was
never again hindered by pride.

Thinking on that experience, I later
drew a beautiful mental picture that has
lingered with me through the years: I
saw a small group of people . . . some
middle-aged and others much older . . .

unlearned . . . not wise in their own flesh
.. . not noble . . . not mighty . . . but
humble . . . humbly witnessing a spirit

of love, not only obeying a command,
but following the example of their Lord
and Master, Jesus Christ, while people
spurned and made light of them. There
was no thought of revenge or retaliation.
To those who love the Lord, His com-
mandments are not grievous to perform,
even before a mocking crowd.

Interior decorators arrange displays
that attract customers to buy clothing,
jewelry, appliances, food, and even cars
and homes. Think what a slump there
would be in business if there were no dis-
plays, and boxes had to be opened and
searched through until we found the de-
sired article.

Free Will Baptists, let’s “sell” Feet
washing through an interior (inner man)
decoration of spiritual love and humility
displayed in a lovely exterior setting of
“temple” richness.
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FAMILY FAILURES

courage them and making every effort
{o understand their different personalities.

Sometimes we fail to understand fam-
ily possibilities. For some reason we
seem to look upon everything but the
family as a possibility for personal
achievement and satisfaction. 1 wonder
if we realize the potential good of a
happy home. There is no greater gift
parents can give to a child than that of
a home where every possible opportunity
for growth and love is afforded. What a
challenge it is to be a parent! And what
a privilege it is to be a child where no
one despises your youth and where you
can become an example of believers in
every part of your life. This is the goal
of a family: to produce youth whom no
man can despise, youth who are exam-
ples in word, life, love, spirit, faith and
purity. This is the possibility of the
family.

Another failure which is becoming
more prevalent today is the failure to
undergird the family, to give the family
a strong spiritual foundation.

Family prayer and Bible reading have
been neglected in many homes. We have
left the spiritual training of our children
to others, while laying our own Bibles

(Continued from page 5)

aside. Let me ask you this: should you
right now establish a time for Bible read-
ing and prayer in your family life? Ad-
mit to yourself, to God, and to your
family that you have failed to under-
gird your family. Begin now to build a
spiritual foundation.

Many families have failed because
they do not have family faith. By that I
mean a faith that is shared by the entire
family. They are not united in the desire
to do the will of God. They are not able
to say as a family, “We are crucified
with Christ, nevertheless we live, yet not
we, but Christ lives in us, and the lives
we now live in the flesh we live by the
faith of the Son of God who loved us
and gave Himself for us.”

Family faith involves a conversion or
salvation commitment on the part of
every member of the family., It involves
an assurance that we belong to God and
a desire to do the will of God on the
part of each person in the family.

We need to come to Christ ourselves
and we need to undergird our children
by helping them come to faith in Christ
for salvation. We should be teaching our
children to pray and to read the Bible
for themselves.

Ten Facts about Dancing
(Continued from page 15)

dare pray just before entering a dance hall, “Lord Jesus, be with me this eve-
ning? Let Thy blessing rest upon this in which I am about to engage.” How
would you like Christ to call for your soul while you are in the dance hall, in
indecent contact with some other man’s wife or daughter? Read Philippians 4:8.

7. The dance robs Christ of one’s affections. Colossians 3:1-3 should be
enough for the Christian. Can a place where sin, danger and death constantly
lurk be a fit place for any decent person?

8. The best people, and the most spiritually minded people condemn dancing.
Mr. C. P. J. Mooney once wrote editorially in the Commercial Appeal concern-
ing a dance hall in Memphis: “Why not let the police put a sign in red fire
across the front reading thus: “This place is the beginning of the journey of lost
souls.”” Read Exodus 32:26.

9. The appeal of the dance is altogether to the flesh. God’s judgment to
those who sow to the flesh is clearly stated in Galatians 6:7, 8. He who mingles
with the dance hall crowd is mingling with those whose hearts are full of lust
and sin and evil desire.

10. The principles laid down in Scripture oppose dancing. No one will deny
that dancing is an amusement of the world. In Romans 12:2 the Christian is
exhorted to “be not conformed to this world.” No clearer command is found
in Scripture than is given in IT Corinthians 6:12: “Be ye not unequally yoked
together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness with unright-
cousness and what communion hath light with darkness.” This should settle
the question with all honest Christians. —T. A. J. Basley
Reprinted by Permission, Good News Publishers, Westchester, Il 60153

Our families need to be undergirded
with a faithfulness and dedication to
one another which accepts failures . . .
and still loves . . . which forgives and
still encourages . . . which trusts Christ
and still keeps praying for continual
help.

The problems of our world are largely
the result of family failures. We have
undersold the family in our society. We
have failed to be understanding in fam-
ily relationships, and we have failed to
undergird our families with prayer, Bible
study, and faith in God.

I urge you: begin to give your family
a Christian home.

I beg you: give yourself to God and
Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior,
right now. . |

The author is pastor of Belcaro Evangelical
Free Church, Denver, Colorado. Used by per-
mission, Evangelical Beacon. (Copyright 1968.)

For detailed information

on this year’s National

Camping Program, write
. . . Free Will Baptist Na-
tional Camping

Box 1088

Nashville, Tenn. 37202

National Layman’s Board Secretary
Herbert Peppers presents check for
$1,129.52 to National CTS Director
Samuel Johnson. Local Master’s Men
chapters raised this amount for pur-
chase of maintenance equipment at
Hillmont, Nationa! Leadership Train-
ing Camp.
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