











the layman's

power
for living

by Rev. Lawrence Larson

‘It is at the point of defeat that greatest victory is to be found.’

HE GREAT VIOLINIST, Paganini, stood
Ton the stage of a great concert hall
tuning up for the evening concert. A
capacity audience was in attendance. As
he tuned his instrument, one of the
strings broke and a shudder went through
the auditorium.

The great artist paid no attention, but
calmly continued tuning the violin until
a second string snapped. People began to
murmur slightly as they suspected the
strange proceedings and increased their
demonstration when the third string also
broke. The indignation of those who had
paid for a musical treat now expressed
itself in no uncertain terms.

Stepping quietly to the front of the
stage the eccentric musician said, “Ladies
and gentlemen, one string and Paganini.”
He began to play, holding the crowd
spellbound. When he finished there was
a thunderous applause indicating the de-
light of the audience and their apprecia-
tion for the skill that had produced such
music from a single string of the violin.

Too often we keenly feel the limita-
tions imposed upon us and, when our
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deeds fall short of the thought that in-
spired them, we are inclined to blame
our own lack of resources. Yet, success
has time and again been won with the
most meager equipment, against the worst
possible odds. Milton was blind when he
dictated Paradise Lost. Beethoven was
deaf when he composed his final sym-
phony and Robert Louis Stevenson was
sick with intense pain on the island of
Samoa when he gave the world some of
his literary masterpieces.

Sick of body and persecuted on every
hand, the great Apostle Paul declared, “I
can do all things through Christ who
strengthens me. . . . If God be for us,
who can be against us?” (Phil. 4:13, Ro-
mans 8:31). With this kind of confi-
dence born of a vital relationship with
God, this great missionary leader of the
first century penetrated the heart of the
largest cities, even to imperial Rome,
with the message of God of love who had
appeared in the person of Jesus Christ to
save the world. There is a power for
living that enables us to overcome any
handicap, to succeed in the most difficuit
circumstances.

In the commitment of our lives and
abilities to God, praying for His direction
of our abilities into purposeful channels,
we will experience the kind of strength
that can enable us to do what we thought
was impossible. Moses held only a shep-
herd’s rod in his hand, but with it he de-
livered a mighty nation from the bondage
of captivity into freedom. David, the
young shepherd lad, had a sling and five
smooth stones. He slew his giant and
overthrew the enemy forces which had
demoralized his people.

The Scriptures declare, “If any man
be in Christ, he is a new creature: old
things are passed away: behold, all things
are become new” (2 Cor. 5:17). It is
at the point of defeat that the greatest
victory is to be found. When we come to
realize the hopelessness of our own hu-
man effort and accept the strength God
has made possible in Jesus Christ, we
find love and power that overcomes all
obstacles.

With just one string, and Christ, we
too can say with the Apostle Paul, “I
can do all things through Christ who
strengthens me.” ||













Norman B. was a tall slender fellow soon
to finish his college training, He had been in
my study a number of times before and al-
ways enjoyed falking about Christian things.
This time | sensed he had something very
specific in mind.

VE COME to the conclusion that Chris-

tians are an inconsistent bunch,” Nor-

man began thoughtfully, “and I include
myself among them.”

“What’s the trouble?” T asked.

“The trouble is—we say one thing and
do another,” he replied quickly. “We say
that the Bible contains the answer to all
of man’s problems but then we fail to
apply it.”

“In what way?” I asked, leaning back
in the chair.

“It’s this matter of living in harmony
with the Bible. As Christians we say,
and we're told over and over, that to be
spiritual, one must read the Bible, pray,
go to church, be baptized, pay the tithe,
don’t smoke, don’t drink, don’t dance,
and all the rest of it!” he replied belliger-
ently.

“Yes, I've heard it stated that way,” I
said.

“But that’s the inconsistency,” he said,
tapping emphatically on the arm of the
chair. “We're inconsistent with the Bible
first of all and also with how we apply
the principles.”

“What do you mean?” T asked.

“I’m not knocking the Bible, church
attendance, or even some of the ‘don’ts,” ”
Norman replied thoughtfully. “What
bothers me is that one can do all those
things, avoid all the ‘don’ts’ and still not
be a spiritual person. If T know anything
about the Bible, spirituality has to do
with the work of God in one’s soul and
not with outward conformity.”

“You're right,” I said. “But that doesn’t
mean . . .”

“I know what youre going to say,”
Norman interrupted. “Of course I'm not
advocating lawlessness. But it looks a
little silly to emphasize that salvation and
sanctification are based on the grace of
God and then to end up talking about
what we do.”

“That is a bit inconsistent,” T agreed,
wondering when he would get off gen-
eralities and launch into the personal
problem.

“We’re also inconsistent in how we ap-
vly the principle of separation or sancti-
fication. As you know, I smoke.” He
hesitated long enough to shoot me a de-
fensive glance. “I want to talk with you
about that today. If it’s wrong to smoke
because of some harm it may do the
body, why can’t we be consistent and ap-
ply the truth to all areas of life?”
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“You mean we should be as emphatic
about overeating, lack of exercise and so
forth?” I asked.

“Yes, I do,” Norman replied with a
stern look. “You don’t know the number
of times I've seen some fat preacher
waddle up to the pulpit and preach to me
about the sins of smoking. Why doesn’t
he take his own advice?”

Norman had uncrossed his legs and was
sitting straight up in the chair. After
speaking out so strongly, he suddenly be-
came silent. The room was quiet for
some time.

“T guess,” Norman said finally, “T need
to take my own advice. I imagine I'm
spouting off about inconsistency, factual
as it is, to excuse my own failure. But
this matter of smoking has been a real
battle. I should have quit long ago. Like
a lot of other smokers I always boasted
that T could quit just anytime—but I
know now that’s not true.”

“Why do you feel you should stop
smoking?”’ T asked.

THERE ARE TWO reasons,” he replied.
“I've finally admitted that smoking
is harmful physically but more important

I can’t help but believe it’s a hindrance

to my Christian testimony. For a long
time I was determined to consider my
smoking as an expensive pleasure and
occasionally T even called it a weakness.”

“What caused you to change your
mind?”

“One day I was reading John 8 where
Christ was talking about freedom from
sin. T suddenly realized that being en-
slaved by tobacco was a pretty poor
testimony when T professed to be a Chris-
tian and to have freedom from sin.”

“In other words you saw smoking as
more than a pleasure or a weakness,” 1
observed.

“That’s rieht,” Norman agreed. “Since
tobacco had become a physical habit for
me and I had serious difficulty when I
attempted to quit smoking—TI could only
admit that T was enslaved. According to
John 8, T also had to admit that what-
ever enslaved was sinful.”

“That must have been quite a step for
yon—being willing to call your smoking
a sin.” T commented.

“It surely was,” Norman responded
with a knowing smile. “I believe it was
something of a turning voint in the whole
situation. As I said, T had been willing
to call smoking an expensive pleasure and
a weakness but never a sin. When I did

so—suddenly a number of things became

clear.”

by victor matthews

“Like what?” I asked.

“Well, if smoking were a sin to me—
and I’'m not condemning other Christians
who smoke—it meant that I had to stop.
A Christian can’t go on living in sin.
But most important of all I realized that
the grace and power of God could deliver
one from sin. Until then I could only try
to stop smoking by all the gimmicks
people use. But when I called it what it
is——a sin—suddenly I understood that
there was deliverance for me through
Christ!”

“You've really been doing a lot of
thinking about this, haven’t you?”’ I said
warmly.

“Yes, T have,” he agreed. “And I feel
that 'm near the end of a long and diffi-
cult struggle. Those who minimize the
control tobacco can have over one’s body
don’t know what they’re talking about.”

HAT’S the next step?” I asked sym-
pathetically.

“I'm not so sure,” Norman replied
thoughtfully. “And that’s why I've come
to talk with you. T also found in John 8
that freedom from sin comes through the
work of Christ in one’s life. But how
this comes about is something of a mys-
tery to me. I've prayed about this, I've
struggled with resolutions, I've done
about everything. But I still smoke . . .”

“It’s one thing to know that Christ will
set you free but it’s quite another to know
how,” T said.

“You mean that my case is something
like those who want to be saved but have
to be told how to repent and receive
Christ?” Norman asked.

“Yes,” 1 said. “Only that instead of
salvation you need the cleansing spoken
of in T John 1:9.”

“But 1 have confessed my smoking as
a sin,” Norman said defensively. “T’ve
confessed and confessed but I still
smoke.”

“My only answer is that your confes-
sion was not done in faith,” T said quietly.

“What do you mean by that?” Norman
asked almost angrily.

“I'm not questioning your sincerity or
your word,” T replied quietly. “But the
verse does promise deliverance from sin
upon our confession. Now if we do not
have deliverance—it can only be due to
a lack of understanding of what the verse
teaches or a faulty confession. Since
you’ve just explained the principle to me
—my guess is that your confession is
faulty.”

“It's pretty evident that I'm not de-

(Please turn to page 13)





































