











1’s HARD for us who are older to
I understand the reaction of youth to
our attempts to “teach them the
Bible.” In the main the reaction is
one of rejection, of indifference, even
of ridicule. You go a long way to find
a teenager today who is enthusiastic
about Sunday school! And you don’t
have to go far to find many who
simply can’t stand it.

Too often we adults view these
reactions as primarily a “spiritual
problem.” To some extent this may be
a correct evaluation. But at the same
time, the roots of this “spiritual
problem” are not within the youth,
but with us. For we are failing to
present the Word of God in such a
way that we communicate with youth.
Most often what the young people
reject is not the Word, but the way
we attempt to communicate it!

Adults, because of the way our
generation tends to think and to
organize experience, teach the Bible
in a pattern which is authoritarian,
which stresses content, which insists
on giving “the answer,” and which
seldom permits exploration of options.
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Youth think in an entirely different
pattern. Young people reject the
authoritarian stance as unreal, as
phony. They can’t help but see that
we haven’t solved the world’s
problems, the church’s problems or
our own. And they resent it if we
pretend to have arrived when we so
clearly have so far to go. The
authoritarian may not be a phony.
But youth will read him this way.
Young people today don’t feel as
we do about the role of content in
learning, or about the possibility of
finding “the answer” for various
life-problems. To begin a teaching-
learning situation with a block of
Bible content, and then to discuss its
relationship to experience, simply
turns them off. They don’t start
from absolutes in thinking about life.
They start thinking about life from
the existential point of view of
personal experience. Of questions, not
of answers. To structure a teaching
situation and conduct it in a way
which is “logical” to adults, which
“covers all the points,” actually blocks
communication with youth,

Finally, youth today are trained
in public education to question rather
than accept pat answers. And they
demand of us the right to explore
options. They simply will not accept
a teacher’s assertion that a particular
biblical teaching presents “the
answer” unless they are granted the
right to explore options and to
come to the biblical position for
themselves.

To conmunicate the Word of God
as meaningful to youth today, our
methodology and approach must be
in harmony with the life-style and
with the psychology of the young
people, and not the life-style and
psychology of the older generation.

HERE ARE at least three possible

patterns of structuring a learning
experience with youth. (A good
extended discussion can be found in
pages 49-55 of Zuck and Irving’s book,

(Continued on Page 18)
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UDDENLY, I've decided that I need to
S say thank you. I need to say thank
you to the youth. And you know why?
Because someone assigned me to write an
article on what is right with our youth.
What is right with them? I asked myself
rather sourly. What’s so wonderful about
being young?

Think about all the bad things we read
and hear and write and say about young
people. Lazy, rebellious, foolish, pur-
poseless, cruel, irresponsible, selfish,
spoiled brats!

Then, I thought about how those of
us past thirty try to hang on to youth.
We make up our faces, dye, tint, bleach,
or something for our hair, pay special
attention to weight, diet, lines, bulges,
exercises, clothes and even language.
Keep young, we say.

And after all, there is Ecclesiastes 12:1,
“Remember now thy Creator in the days
of thy youth, while the evil days come
not, . . ..”

Something must be right and wonder-
ful about youth.

And now I’d like to say thank you to
our youth and to all youths everywhere,
for they all share in some of the lovely
wonder of being young.

For the bright music of your high,
and sometimes shrill, voices in chatter,
laughter, or even the silly giggles. For
that inviting gaiety, which can change
so swiftly to serious, grave thoughts.

For that impulsiveness which makes
you turn quickly from tears to laughter,
from laughter to tears, like rain and sun-
shine on an April day. That impulsive-
ness which makes you express your
feelings in a wild and winsome way
without inhibitions.

For your boundless energy which
seems to be missing when dishes are dirty
or lawns shaggy, but which is evident
in your ability to participate in an end-
less round of activities you enjoy. That
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energy which is a manifestation of the
life God has given.

For that open, frank manner, making
you ask questions and demand answers
which we have long since learned to
avoid. That honesty which forces you to
accept answers even though they seem
to conflict with traditions and customs
we've taught you and youw’d like to hang
on to.

For questioning, for that curious in-
quiring mind which pries and searches in
the dark, neglected corners where we
have buried some unsolved conflicts,
problems we’d like to pretend don’t exist.
Thank you for forcing us to look and,
with you, to bring light and even solu-
tions for some of these conflicts.

For that vibrant faith which makes
you act as though the principles and
promises of God’s Word really work in
every day experiences. That faith which
makes you take God at His Word and
expect Him to answer prayer.

For that optimism which makes you
believe it is possible to help people, to
improve, to make a better world.

Thank you for the bubbling enthusi-
asm which keeps you planning and plot-
ting and executing ideas which we have
grown too tired to believe possible. For
that effervescence which makes you a
brilliant light, even though the flame may
burn out quickly.

For the courage of your example in
saying no and standing firm, pure and
clean—sometimes to our surprise—be-
cause, like Daniel, you have purposed in
your heart. For the courage you show
in a thousand situations we never had
to face and tremble as you face them.

For those moments of sudden insight
and understanding which you sometimes
reveal to us. That insight which lets
us know that you are growing, maturing
and gaining wisdom.

For that spirit of rebellion, too, which

though it hurts sometimes, makes you
finally our strong sons and daughters, for
in separating yourselves from us you be-
come capable of thinking your thoughts,
standing on your own feet and doing
your own thing, wisely and well.

Thank you to our own young people
who learn many Bible verses, answers to
complex questions, to think fast on their
feet in order to participate in competi-
tion. For taking the responsibility of
working, studying, planning, and helping
in our own youth work.

Thank you to you young people who
enroll in our Bible College because you
have a God-given dream, an abiding con-
viction that you must fill a place of serv-
ice for Him. For that determination
that keeps you going in spite of the
inadequacies of our provision so that
you are able to take your places in the
United States, Japan, Brazil, Africa, and
do exploits in God’s name because you
have committed the strength and energies
of youth to Him.

For that hope you give to us. The
hope that you will somehow take the
picces of our own shattered dreams and
rebuild them more shining and wonder-
ful than we had imagined. That you will
learn from our mistakes and not keep
falling into the same traps. That you
will take the new inventions, discoveries,
and developments and do a far greater
job of carrying the message of salvation,
that you will reach more people faster
with a clearer message. That you will be
better men and women and build a better
Church. Thank you for that bright
promise.

Thank you for just being you—our
terrifying, frustrating, mystifying, won-
derful children, teenagers, youth. ]
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Youth registration at this year’s NYC
reached the 960 mark.

The lively five are keeping right in step
with “the turn of the cenfury” at this year's
youth conference.

Homer E. Willis infroduces Laymen of the
Year Trymon Messer, of Salina, Kansas,

8

Hillmont Engineers, featured nightly ot Town Square

Bible Bow! competitors are sef for action.

An estimated 1300 Free Will Baptist teenagers
and their leaders attended the 1969 National
Youth Conference. The movement has experi-
enced unparalleled growth since its inception

four years ago under the CTS department.
Theme for the St. Louis conference was,

“Where There’s Christ, There’s Life.”
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‘Full Speed Ahead
for Free Will
Baptist Youths!
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by Samuel E. Johnson




HAT IS the single greatest need existing in our denomina-

V‘V tion today? Oh, you say, the needs are so many that
it’s impossible to give a capsule answer. Yet, most of us
who have taken a candid look at present needs quickly admit
we need desperately “to develop effective Christians capable
of expressing the whole of Christian truth in a complete Chris-
tian life.”* Every facet of church life should be a means
toward reaching this end. With special emphasis on youth,
our Church Training Service Department is going full speed
ahead in reaching and developing youths for Christ.

There’s a critical shortage of Christian leaders in the local
church and in many specialized Christian ministries. Very
few of the existing vacancies, and even less of those which will
develop later, will be filled by those now trained and involved.
Leadership for the last quarter of the 20th century is right now
in the youth division of our churches. I.caders for the 21st
century are now in our children’s division.

No greater ministry exists than that of enlisting and training
our youth for Christ’s service. Other ministries are equal but
not greater. This ministry of reaching our youth begins while
they are pre-schoolers. Wait until they are teens and the cause
is lost. A church wonders why it loses so many teens. The
problem begins even before they reach the junior department
and often is unalterable.

Many services are performed by the National Church Train-
ing Service Department for Free Will Baptist churches and
denominational agencies. Undoubtedly, the most important
service is its outreach to our youth. The Church Training Serv-
ice provides a National Youth Department for Free Will Bap-
tists. Most of the youth services provided are designed to help
the local church meet its responsibility for enlistment and
training. Some services, however, are provided on a nation-wide
basis, and others begin in the local church and extend through
all levels to the national.

Basic to the total youth ministry, and in reality the core of
the program, is our literature. Several publications are pro-
duced quarterly for three youth departments of CTS and their
leaders. The quarterly literature provides information to our
youth about our doctrine, missions, church ministries, church
history, personal development, how to pray and study the
Bible, and the list goes on and on. The value of a thorough
presentation and discussion of each unit theme is of great im-
portance to the spiritual nurture of our youth.

Other publications of a specialized nature are either pro-
duced by the National CTS Department or secured from other
publishers. A variety of publications dealing with dating, mar-
riage, daily devotions, etc. are available.

Extra achievement outlines are available for each youth
department. The manner in which this material is presented
is different in each department. The most highly develoved
series is for junior age, or Adventurers as they are called in
CTS. Merit badges and other awards mav be earned for suc-
cessfully completing the requirements. Through participation
in the achievement program, a child learns more about missions,
Bible study, and many other areas of Christian development.

Youth leaders are provided with a considerable amount of
help in various areas of youth work. Suggestions for having
interesting weekly and monthly meetings are given in the
auarterly leader’s guide. Helps with planning fellowship ac-
tivities and other social functions are included. Leaders will
often find ideas for projects in the church and in the commu-
nity. Tips on planning seasonal activities are also included at
the appropriate time. It is the Jeader in the local church who
really gets the job done, and the National CTS Department
functions to help the leader.

* Purpose of Church Training Service
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NE OF THE services provided by the National CTS Depart-
O ment is shared by local, district, and state levels—the pro-
gram of competitive activities. There are three types of activi-
ties for the three youth departments. Each of the competitive
activities is instructional, inspirational, and can be enjoyed
immensely.

Skill in using the Bible is taught to Adventurers (grades 4, 5,
and 6) through the Sword Drill. A study booklet is published
each year by CTS for the Adventurer to use in learning a
particular set of Bible references. The Adventurer leader is
responsible for drilling members throughout the year. Each child
can be awarded a merit badge or other award for participation.
Medals may be given to the first, second, and third place win-
ners in a final contest at the local church level. The winner
from the local church may participate in a district level drill.
The district winner proceeds to the state, and the state winner
may enter the national contest. The amount of skill an Ad-
venturer developes in using the Bible is remarkable.

Bible drill activities for Heralds (grades 7, 8, and 9) and
Crusaders (grades 10, 11, and 12) are Bible Tic Tac Toe and
Bible Bowl, respectively. The two quiz programs are quite
different in presentation, but study and preparation are similar.,
Study materials have been designed so that, beginning with the
1969-70 materials, those who enter the Heralds this year and
participate in Bible Tic Tac Toe and Bible Bowl will study the
entire Bible in six years. The Bible has been divided into six
sections for quizzing purposes—three sections will be used with
Bible Tic Tac Toe and three with Bible Bowl. A set of study
questions is prepared for use in the local church. Additional
questions are provided for competition finals at district, state,
and national levels. Participants must study several books in the
Bible along with the starter list of questions and answers which
are published.

Testimonies of teens who have taken an active part in
the Bible quiz programs indicate the worthiness of such study.
Students now attending our colleges who participated in Bible
Bowl have remarked that such participation was extremely
helpful in preparing them for Bible survey courses. The inten-
sive study helps an individual learn hundreds of Bible facts
thoroughly. By capitalizing on a natural competitive spirit teen-
agers regard Bible study as a thrilling experience. One who
knows Bible facts can more easily be taught its truths.

Declamation contests accomplish two basic objectives. Since
the theme of all declamations is missions, this vital ministry
is given a significant thrust. The second objective is to help
our youth develop the ability to speak effectively. Each depart-
ment in the youth division conducts an annual declamation con-
test beginning in the local church and continuing through the
district, state, and national levels. Members of each department
compete according to the grade level designated for each group.
Medals are available for winners at the local, district, and state
levels. Other awards are also available from the National
CTS Department.

Writing is an important skill needed by those who serve as
leaders at any level of church activity. An essay contest is
sponsored by the National CTS department each year to en-
courage our youth to express themselves through the written
word. An annual theme is provided for each youth department.
Every member of the department is encouraged to enter his es-
say. All essays are mailed directly to the National CTS Office for
grading and evaluation. Often the winning essays are published
in one or more of the CTS publications. Trained editors look
for indications of writing ability which may be trained to write
for Free Will Baptists. Our denomination has a pressing need
for writers, and this need continues to increase. Our present
youth will be called upon to fill that need. CTS guides our
talented youth in the direction of helping to meet the increasing
need we have for writers.

(Continued on Page 18)
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