











AN OPEN LETTER:

The Author:

Dr. L. C. Johnson, president
of Free Will Baptist Bible
College since its beginning,
except for a one-year absence,
has  succeeded in building
around himself a complete
philosophy of Christian learn-
ing and discipline that is uni-
que among Bible colleges.

A Challenge For Responsibility

by L. C. Johnson

Free Will Baptist Bible College is in its 28th year
of operation. To understand its past growth and devel-
opment is to understand its present ministry.

Twenty eight years ago, there was no educational
program in the Free Will Baptist denomination. There
was, however, the dream of one carried in the minds and
hearts of a few denominational leaders. These leaders
took this dream, against great odds, and made it come
alive as Free Will Baptist Bible College.

Nine students came to experiment and to learn what the
infant institution had to offer. These students brought
with them a wonderful spirit of loyalty, enthusiasm, and
dedication that became the foundation stone upon which
other student bodies would build their school spirit.
The spirit of the first student body became so con-—
tagious that it has continued to characterize the spirit
of Free Will Baptist Bible College. This school spirit,
with the wholesome Christian standards the college is
known for, has made it attractive to an ever increasing
number of college men and women across our denomination.

Everything that it takes to build a college had to
be originated and developed. There were no blueprints
or tools for the apprentice craftsmen to use in building
a college. However, there was one unwavering guideline
that was applied to each situation affecting the pol-
icies of the institution: whatever is done, education—
ally, administratively, socially or otherwise, would be
done to bring the greatest glory to the Lord Jesus
Christ and the greatest good to the development of the
individual student for service to Christ.

With this guiding principle, Free Will Baptist
Bible College has established itself as an institution
of reputable collegiate standing with spiritual and
moral standards that are unquestioned. The school
has established a good reputation with at least three
groups: the Free Will Baptist denomination; the stu-—
dents, and the educational community.

Our denomination is changing and growing. A quarter
of a century ago, we had an almost totally rural member-—
ship. Today it is rapidly becoming urban. New issues
face us today that did not exist then. Our denomina—
tional ministeries have multiplied many—fold. To meet
the challenges of new igsues, the complexities of an
urban ministry, as well as the new ministries we now
have, Free Will Baptist Bible College must be able to
stay abreast of the growing needs of the denomination.

In a day when moral standards on the college and uni-
versity campus are so shockingly low, in a day when in
the name of academic freedom anti-American and anti-
Christian philosophies are freely taught in the class—
room, in a day when one's child's faith in God is more
likely to be destroyed than built up by his college ex-—
perience, Free Will Baptist Bible College is needed as
never before.

















































