











A SPECIAL REPORT

THE EMERGING CHURCH IN IVORY COAST

by J. Reford Wilson

ISSIONARY WORK is never impossible. It has the
command and authority of heaven to accomplish
divine purpose. This world has never provided a favor-
able climate for growth of the Church but like a mighty
river the Church has pursued its course.

T have recently seen its objective fulfilled in conirast-
ing cultures. I met an illiterate African chief and a
French university professor of mathematics who had
discovered a new way of life in Jesus Christ. Though
miles apart geographically and poles apart culturally,
both, through the new birth, had become sons of God
(John 1:12). Could one say that the environment of ig-
norance and poverty in the African village was a more
favorable climate for Christian missions than the en-
lightened and affluent French society?

The gospel message of love and grace has always been
in conflict with powers enslaving men. It has survived
the fires and prisons of tyrants. It has competed with
false religions. The teachings and miracles of Jesus Christ
were questioned by both religious and political authori-
ties. His miracles attested to His claim of deity and His
teachings of divine truth and human rights have never
been excelled by any religious prophet or campus
lecturer. His death and resurrection are the dynamics
of the good news which delivers men from the powers
of hell, even in African cultures.

The emerging church in Ivory Coast West Africa is
proving that the Word of God is sufficient for all things.
The missionary knows this, and expects social and cul-
tural changes when the gospel message is believed.

A young African from a more advanced tribe leaves
his area and becomes an evangelist to the most primitive
tribe in his country. The gospel of love has broken social
barriers .

Men who had bartered for their wives and thought of
them only as property or for lustful pleasure heard the
man of God declare that the Bible says, “Husbands love
your wives . . .” The Christian men no longer live in
separate huts or practice polygamy. They now build
houses to live as a Christian family. Cultural changes
from evil practices are a by-product of conversion ex-
perience. Literacy classes teach adults to read so the
scriptures become meaningful. The purpose of such
teaching is for people to know more about God. How-
ever, in learning to read, they also have the added bene-
fit of reading pamphlets on health and learning that im-
pure water and unsanitary conditions cause much of
their sickness. Village life is improving.

Miracles confirm the Word of God. The missionaries

who have always had the Bible and lived under the in-
fluence of Christian teaching have seen basic doctrines
questioned and tested. They have had to give interpreta-
tion of Biblical principles in a culture never before af-
fected by Christian teachings. What constitutes marriage?
Are polygamy and adultery synonomous? What does a
convert do with his extra wives and children? What
are the fruits of repentance and when is a convert bap-
tized?

The church must have a good witness in the village
as it emerges as a vital part of African culture. How
should church discipline be exercised? How much au-
thority should the missionary exercise over the young
church? How much money should the missionary or
mission board invest in the program of the local church?
Who should build their places of worship? Who should
support their pastors? In organizing the church, should
the missionary have any official position? Should the
national Christians have any voice in the policies of the
foreign missions affecting the work of the churches? If
there are schools and hospitals how much voice should
the national church have in these institutions supported
and staffed by missionaries? Who determines where the
national church and the missionary expand into new
areas? How long does the missionary remain in an evan-
gelized field? These and many other questions affect the
shape and destiny of an emerging church.

World affairs, political ideologies, philosophies and
materialism present a different type of culture in which
the missionaries work. It is well for the missionary to be
intellectual but it is more important for him to be evange-
listic. The missionary does not have to have an answer
for all the political problems of the world nor be able to
quote famous philosophers. But the missionary does
have an answer to the sin problem and he can quote
the greatest Authority. Missions are possible wherever
man is found and missions have a message equal to the
modern hour. The most exciting activity taking place in
the Ivory Coast today is the thrust of Christian missions
fulfilling the church’s prophetic task in preparing for the
coming of Jesus Christ.

The young church in Ivory Coast is emerging in the
midst of these changes. It is an early church experience.

About the Anthor:

J. Reford Wilson is general director of Free Will Baptist
Foreign Missions. He returned in March from a tour of
Ivory Coast, West Africa, where he visited Free Will Bap-
tist churches and missionaries.
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1946—Foreign missions board completes incorporation. 22
students attend Cuban school.
Miss Barnard reports from India that the Free
Will Baptist school of missions near Kotagiri num-
bers about 40 students.

1947—Two new missionaries sent to India—MTr. and Mrs.
Paul Woolsey.

“Some few years ago we were searching diligent-
ly for missionaries to send out, now we have more
applicants than we have money with which to send
them out.”

Cuba’s Pinar Association of Free Will Baptists
records 10 churches and 40 preaching stations.
School student body numbers 32.

Dodds return to States due to Mrs. Dodd’s ill
health.

Rev. Kenneth Turner who has conducted itiner-
aries throughout the states since 1945 showing mov-
ing pictures of foreign missions ministries, records
having traveled 31,471 miles, raised $6,161.24, and
had 64 persons present themselves to the Lord for
special missionary work during his 11 itineraries in
1947.

State quotas instituted for first time as a means
to reach an “annual total . . . of $60,000 by 1950.”
The total amount to be reached by 1950 would be
$146,500.

Rev. and Mrs. Dan Cronk recommended for serv-
ice in India.

1948—Cronks and Miss Zalene Lloyd appointed to India,
sail during summer.
Board affiliates with Evangelical Foreign Missions
Association.
First class graduates from Cuban school.

1949—Cronks and Woolseys minister in Purnea District

of India. Miss Barnard carries on work at Kotagiri.

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Wilfong enter Cuba as
missionaries.

1950—“Work in India and Cuba . . . going forward.” Miss
Zalene Lloyd requests release by the board as mis-
sionary to India.

Film showing work in Cuba authorized by the
board, made by Missions Visualized, Inc., of Port-
land, Oregon, an arm of E.F.M.A.

Board appoints Dodd to arrange first Missionary
Conference at Free Will Baptist Bible College.

Volena Wilson’s application for service in India
approved by the board.

1951—“Letter to Melitino” film makes debut.
Rev. Raymond Riggs elected secretary-treasurer

of the board and first promotional secretary, part-
time.

Miss Barnard and Miss Wilson sail to India—
Barnard for third term and Wilson on first term.

First reports of Mrs. Harold Stevens under South
Africa General Mission.

Riggs authorized to move office to Detroit. Mrs.
Hubert Sloan employed as bookkeeper.

1952—Free Will Baptist church organized in Kotagiri,
South India.
Mr. and Mrs. Carlisle Hanna appointed to India,
sail in fall.
Wilfongs released from duty in Cuba. But work
progresses.
Mr. and Mrs. Wesley Calvery appointed to India.

1953—Sheila Hanna, infant daughter of Carlisle and Marie
Hanna, missionaries to India, dies.
Mr. and Mrs. Herbert Phenicie and Miss Lucy
Wisehart added to Cuba missionary staff.
Riggs placed on full-time promotional secretary
duties. :
Foreign Missions office moved to Nashville.

1954—Riggs visits India. Reports excellent ministries in
both stations in North India and in South India.
Mission school in South India said to be govern-
ment-approved and heavily subsidized. 40 converts
reported from a short revival.
Calvery application for visa to India refused as
Indian government cracks down on missionaries
entering the country, but Calvery is appointed to
Japan and sails in October.
Eleven candidates apply for missionary service.

1955—Miss Yeley transfers ministry to Home Missions.

Calverys in language study in Japan.

Board reports 30 missionary candidates.

Mr. and Mrs.. Fred Hersey approved “for India
or Japan;” Thomas Willey, Jr., approved for Cuba;
Emma Ruth Benneft approved for Cuba; Miss
Esther Ruehle, missionary nurse, approved for India.

1956—Mr. and Mrs. Harold Stevens assigned to survey
two areas in Africa for possible missionary work.
Willey, Sr. and three Cuban pastors visit National
Association convention.
Tom and Ema Ruth (Bennett) Willey enter Cuba.
Herseys arrive in Japan.

1957—Territory in Ivory Coast, West Africa assigned to
Free Will Baptists. Rev. and Mrs. Lonnie Sparks
and Rev. and Mrs. Daniel Merkh approved for this
field.







seven preaching points.

Earnie and Willie Jean Deeds and Pat Sturgill
(later becomes Pat Franks) and Mary Ellen Rice
appointed to Brazil.

Cuban pastors reported leaving the island for
fear of their lives.

Japan missions continue to enlarge their out-
reach.

South India work increasingly taken over by
capable nationals.

North India under threat of Chinese communists
along northern border.

Bill and Barbara Phipps appointed to Panama,
Bill to be a missionary pilot.

Uruguay work expands into border city of Liv-
ramento.

Benito Rodriquez of Cuba empioyed as editor of
Spanish publications.

1964—New appointees to Brazil include Rev. and Mrs.

1965—

1966—

Louis Coscia, Rev. and Mrs. Walter Ellison, Rev.
and Mrs. Jim Combs, and Rev. and Mrs., Don
Robirds.

Rev. and Mrs. Archie Mayhew appointed to
Ivory Coast.

Miss Molly Barker (R.N.) to Uruguay.

Ella Rae Jones and Pat Tyson appointed to
Ecuador.

Bible institute begun in Ivory Coast.

Property purchased for Brazil Bible institute.

Japan, Ivory Coast, Uruguay all report opening
up new areas of ministry.

Filmstrips, Unto the Uttermost, The Awakening
Giant, and Japan Today produced.

Twelve new missionaries, appointed last year, ar-
rive on the field.

Reports say that no Free Will Baptist churches
in Cuba have been closed. But there are restrictions
on worship services.

Ballard and Wilson tour mission ficlds.

Missionary family now numbers 74 adults, 75 chil-
dren. 49 of adults in first term of service.

New film, Carnival of Pretense, premiers at Na-
tional Association convention.

Cuban pastors under increasing pressure. Some
have been imprisoned. Others flee to States. But
worship goes on.

Pat Tyson and Ella Rae Jones join World Radio
Missionary Fellowship as Free Will Baptist mission-
ary nurses in Ecuador.

Merkhs appointed to France to open new field.

Aldridges join Ivory Coast staff.

Rev. and Mrs. Howard Gage given special as-

signment there and Norman and Bessie Richards ap-
pointed to Ivory Coast.
Jim and Olena McLain appointed to Japan.
Molly Barker joins Uruguay staff.
Ellisons appointed to South Brazil-Uruguay field.

1967—Missionary staff numbers 77 adults and 82 children.

Rodriquez carries on CERF operations in Miami
and Willeys, Sr. travel across States.

Henry Van Kluyve becomes director of deputa-
tion, replacing Coffey.

Volena Wilson on medical leave from India. Will
not return,

McLains leave for Japan.

Phipps returns from Panama on medical leave.
Will not return.

Estenio and Anita Garcia of Cuba appointed to
Panama.

“Hold the line” policy instituted by the board.
Proposal made to review financial structure and
other policies.

1968—Reports from all fields indicate steady growth.

“Hold the line” policy lifted.

Veteran missionary Thomas H. Willey, Sr. dies
of extended illness in Miami.

John and Connie Craft join missionary staff in
Brazil.

Mary Ellen Rice on leave of absence.

1969—Missionary staff numbers 73 adults, 90 children.

Of eight fields operating, there are 47 organized
groups, 26 national pastors, 2,805 baptized believ-
ers, and moret than 5,000 attending meetings.

Ella Rae Jones and Pat Tyson resign. Continue

ministry in Ecuador independently.

Exceptional single gift of $4,898 recorded.

Heartbeat circulation at 47,000,

Film library enlarged. Plans underway to revamp
film system in cooperation with Sunday school and
large distribution agency.

Retired missionary Bessie Yeley dies.

Sherwood and Vada Lee, and Maurice and Marie
Robert and Judy Bryan begin language study in
Cousineau arrive in Ivory Coast as new missionaries.
Switzerland, preparing for literary ministry in Ivory
Coast.

Joe and Barbara Haas arrive in France to join
Merkhs.

Foreign missions 1969 annual report shows record
receipts for one year of $604,419.32. Per capita giv-
ing averaged $3.27. December receipts of more
than $70,000 is largest ever recorded—nearly ten
times the total amount received during the first
three years of foreign missions.







Early Photo of
Melvin (top) and
Blackwelder

Volena Wilson

weak to rout the strong, the simple to
confound the wise.

Great men with God are those who
have yielded their wills to His, who
have allowed Him to become pre-
eminent, His purposes to become para-
mount.

God found such men and women in
the early days of the National Associa-
tion of Free Will Baptists and used
them to initiate the present denomina-
tional missonary mevement.

He found pastors like John Welch
who received missionary offerings be-
fore the regrouping Free Will Baptist
movement had missionaries to support.
He used men like Sterl Phinney, I. J.
Blackwelder and Henry Melvin who
pushed the cause of missions when it
was unknown and often unpopular.

And God found those who were will-
ing to give themselves totally to His
cause on foreign soil. Laura Belle
Barnard became the first Free Will
Baptist missionary of the modern era
when she set sail for India in 1935.

That same year, God led into the

John Welch

Laura Belle Barnard

Barnard writing book

(Not pictured: Mr. and Mrs. Paul Woolsey and Sterl Phinney)

Free Will Baptist movement an experi-
enced missionary and his committed
wife. Thomas and Mabel Willey became
the personification of missions across
the nation as a young denomination
struggled to find its place in God’s plan
of redemption. They opened Free Will
Baptist work in Latin America in 1936
and ultimately established the Free Will
Baptist movement in Cuba.

In Paul Woolsey, God found a son
with enough faith to overcome a severe
physical handicap in order to establish a
beachhead in North India. He and his
wife served only one term, but their
fruit remains.

Women have fulfilled valiant roles in
the course of mission history. Volena
Wilson joined Miss Barnard in South
India in 1951. Ultimately the entire re-
sponsibility of the South Indian mis-
stons was placed on her shoulders. And
the Lord honored her faith. Today, the
South Indian church is a strong voice
for Christ in that part of the world
without a resident missionary.

On the home front, God found others

Mabel Willey (front) and co-worker Edith Phenicie

Fruit of labor in South India

who have yielded their wills to His, who have allowed His purposes to become paramount.

He could use for His glory. Raymond
Riggs assumed promotional responsi-
bility for the foreign ministry at a time
when the program was in the red and
missionaries had not received their al-
lowances for several months. The de-
nomination rallied to his cry for the
regions beyond, and the Free Will
Baptist overseas program was stabilized.
In 1953 he became the department’s
first full-time director.

God gave Mr. Riggs the help he
needed during those development years
in the person of Mrs. Gladys Sloan who
continues to serve in the foreign depart-
ment today as bookkeeper. Her faithful
behind-the-scenes ministry has often
gone unnoticed by the denomination,
but not by the Lord she loves and the
missionaries she serves.

Other names could be added to this
list. These are only representative. But
without these, the story would have
been a different one. Wherever Free
Will Baptist missionaries serve today,
they do so because others before them
pioneered the way.
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the religious worid

Unanimous Vote Sets Protestant
Unity Plan

St. Louis (EP)—Nine representa-
tives from as many Protestant denomi-
nations voted unanimously here to cre-
ate before the end of this decade the
largest Protestant church in the world.

The plan now goes to the individual
denominations for consideration of the
merger whose union would be called
“The Church of Christ Uniting.”

The unified church would include
“all that is indispensable to each of us”
and yet be “unlike the churches any of
us has known in our past separateness,”
according to the 145-page plan of
union.

A week of revision brought the plan
to its present form. Now the Consula-
tion on Church Union will forward
the plan to participating groups whose
constituencies total 25 million people.
Ratification is expected in the mid-
1970%s.

Institute To Finance Work In
Search For ‘Noah’s Ark’

Washington, D.C. (EP)—The Arc-
tic Institute of North America has
agreed to help remove tons of ice cov-
ering an object on Mount Ararat which
some believe to be remains of Noah’s
Ark.

Dr. Melvin G. Marcus of the geog-
raphy department of the University of
Michigan has been asked by the in-
stitute to serve as chief scientist of an
excavation team that will begin work
this summer.

Scientists are far from sure that
Noah’s Ark has been located, but they
are interésted in the wooden object
buried beneath a glacier on the peak
in Eastern Turkey.

Explorers have long searched for
the Ark, which according to Genesis,
came to rest “on the mountains of
Ararat.”

Professors Claim Southern Baptist
Biklical Concept Is ‘Inadequate’
Atlanta, Ga. (EP)—The Associa-
tion of Baptist Professors of Religion
charged here that the Biblical concept
of most Southern Baptists is “inade-
quate” for the modern age.
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T.C. Smith of Furman University,
Greenville, South Carolina, president
of the association, called for a “new
look” at the canon, message, and au-
thority of the Bible.

“We need to come up with a con-
cept that is more suitable to ourselves,
our students, and our Convention,” he
said, adding that more freedom is es-
sential to a modern understanding of
Scripture.

In calling for a new probe into the
depth of the Bible’s message, Mr.
Smith said that scholars who use the
historical-critical method of Biblical
research are “following Christ . . .”

Christ “contradicted the self-as-
sumed authority of the rabbis who ac-
cepted no new revelation,” the Furman
professor said. It is “the Bible, not
God, that we are questioning.”

He reasoned that modern Christians
should have as much liberty in deter-
mining “their canon” as the church
fathers had in their time. He criticized
recent attacks against members who
“doubted the infallibility of the Bible.”

Beneath Jerusalem, A Pre-Christian
City Uncovered

Jerusalem (EP)—Below the bustling
Arab market of Old Jerusalem an Is-
raeli archaeologist has discovered a
lifeless city 2,000 years old.

A network of large rooms branching
off from alleys and passageways are to
be found there, the labyrinths running
all the way to ancient Jerusalem’s gate
—-some a mile away.

Mud and debris that had clogged
the spaces for centuries have been
hauled away carefully in buckets. Wa-
ter drips from ceiling into rooms that
stink of decay.

The city is said to have disappeared
when the Romans destroyed the Great
Herodian Temple in AD 70 and plun-
dered Jerusalem’s Jewish property.

Child Evangelism On TV

Grand Rapids (EP)—A national tele-
vision ministry begins this fall on se-
lected stations, sponsored by Child
Evangelism Fellowship headquartered
here.

Titled, “The Treehouse”, the pro-

ject has been described by one church
leader who previewed the video tape,
as “the most fantastic opportunity of a
lifetime.”

Dr. Frank R. Mann, CEF executive
director, said 96.9 per cent of all
American families own televisions and
the opportunity to minister to tens of
millions of unchurched youngsters is
unprecedented.

Asians To Map Lit Strategy

Singapore (EP)—Key evangelical lit-
erature leaders were scheduled to gath-
er here April 6-11 for the All-Asia
Literature Strategy Conference.

The purpose of the week-long meet-
ing was to plan methods of cooperation
and strategy in broadcasting the gospel
through printed media to the 1.9 bil-
lion people of Asia-—more than 50 per
cent of world population.

Jerry Ballard, director of communi-
cations for Free Will Baptist Foreign
Missions, attended the conference as
a resource consultant.

Chaplains Keep Industry Humming

New York (EP)—Employees on the
job have spiritual needs too, and more
and more business establishments are
hiring chaplains to help keep produc-
tion levels high through “good morale.”

“There may be as many as 100 in-
dustrial chaplains in the U.S. today,”
sajd the Rev. G. Jack Boston, chaplain
and chicf counselor for Holly Farms
Poultry Industries, Inc. of Wilksboro,
N.C.

Boston told a UPI reporter that the
number of chaplains in industry has
nearly tripled since World War II.

Particularly strong in the South, the
popularity of the industrial chaplain is
spreading. International Telephone and
Telegraph Co. has four chaplains
working north of the Arctic Circle
among its 1,000 employees manning a
radar network.

The chaplain’s role has been proved
effective in saving money for the firm
by keeping people on the job.




action:stateside

Plans Underway for National
Convention

Nashville, Tenn.—Departments at the
National Offices here are moving full-
steam ahead with plans for the 34th
annual convention of the National As-
sociation of Free Will Baptists.

Executive Secretary Rufus Coffey
said that all departments are formula-
ting plans for the large gathering of
Free Will Baptists and that they cxpect
more than 2500 persons to attend.

The Church Training Service, spon-
sor of the National Youth Program
which meets simultaneously with the
convention, has put together a program
featuring national competition among
state winners, Project LIFE, a Spanish-
Mexican festival, a special “youth-
spirational,” and an excursion into Red-
wood country, Theme of this year’s
program for youths will be taken from
John 1:3—"All things were made by
Him.”

The Woman’s National Auxiliary
Convention, which also meets at the
same time, will be built around the
theme, “Ministering Unto Christ.”
(Matthew 25:40b). Keeping to its his-
torical pattern, the WNAC will begin
with the Executive Committce Break-
fast Monday morning at the Del Webb
Towne House, and at 1 p.m. will pre-
sent the Study Committee Report to
state presidents and field workers.
Registration also begins at 1 p.m. Aft-
er the Tuesday session of the WNAC,
a fellowship dinner will be held.

The theme of the National Associa-
tion Convention will be, “Thy Word
Is Truth.” Convention headquarters
will be in the Del Webb’s Towne
House. Reservations may be made
through this one central office: Fresno
Convention Center, % Mrs. Maxine
Waters, Fresno, California 93703.

Cramerton Pastor to Lead Revival in
Canada’s New Brunswick Primitive
Baptist Church
Bath, New Brunswick, Canada—The
pastor of Cramerton Free Will Baptist
Church, Cramerton, N.C., Rev. Roy
Rikard, is scheduled to preach in a re-
vival crusade here April 19-29, at the
Primitive Baptist Church.

He will also speak each morning at

the New Brunswick Bible Institute, a
boarding school of about 100 students.

The minister requests prayer for this
unique revival among descendants of
the carliest Free Will Baptist founders
of the North.

Two Bible College Students Organize
Summer Evangelistic Team

Nashville, Tenn.—Two Free Will Bap-
tist Bible College students, Jon Thig-
pen and Vernon Whaley, have orga-
nized an evangelistic team, named the
Conquerors, to work among Free Will
Baptist young people this summer.

Jon, the 18-year-old son of Free Will
Baptist Bible College dean and former
National Association moderator, Rev-
crend Charles Thigpen, is a freshman
at the Bible College and has been
preaching for over three years. Vernon,
@ Bible College junior and talented
singer and choir leader, will feature
trumpet solos in the services. Vernon is
the son of Lee Whaley, former home
missionary to Alaska.

Pastors or youth conference direct-
ors interested in scheduling the Con-
guerors should contact the Home Mis-
sions Department, who is sponsor for
the tcam. They will be available for
services from May 22 through August
16,

Vernon Whaley (left) and Jon Thigpen

Decatur, Alabamea Church Dedicates
New Building

Decatur, Ala.—Dedication services in
the new sanctuary of the recently or-
ganized Free Will Baptist Church here
Feb. 20-22 marked a major achieve-
ment of the Alabama State Home Mis-
sions Board.

Begun as a mission in August, 1968
under the leadership of Rev. E. B.
Ledlow, the congregation established
itself as a self-supporting church in
January, 1969, relocated and occupied
its new sanctuary Dec. 14, 1969,

As many as 150 persons attended
the three-day ceremony, including
many Free Will Baptists from sur-
rounding churches. Rev. Homer Willis,
director of the National Home Mis-
sions and Church Extension Depart-
ment, preached in four services, and
Rev. John Edwards, secretary-treasurer
of the State Home Missions Board,
delivered the dedication address on
Saturday.

Conference Draws Record Crowd

Nashville, Tenn.—In spite of rain and
cold, crowds exceeded 1100 at two
evening services of the Free Will Bap-
tist Bible Conference held at the col-
lege campus here March 16-19.

Speakers for the four-day meeting
included Bible college instructor, Rev.
Leroy Forlines, Rev. Dean Moore, Rev.
Milton Worthington, and Evangelist
Bobby Jackson. Rev. Bill Gardner of
New Castle, Indiana provided special
solos each service.

Highlights of the meeting included
Alumni gatherings, special music by
the Bible college choir, presentation of
plaques to churches making outstand-
ing contributions to the college, and a
freshman play, “The Black Sheep.”

Honorary membership to the Alum-
ni Association was awarded to Dr. and
Mrs. L. C. Johnson, Dean Charles
Thigpen, Rev. Henry Melvin, and Rev.
John L. Welch.

Alumni officers elected for 1970 are
Tom Malone, president; Blaine Hughes,
vice-president; Peggy Jo McElhinney,
secretary-treaSurer; Joe Jones, mem-
ber-at-large; and Leroy Scudder, en-
dowment committee member.
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CCC Urged to Move Ahead

Fresno, Calif—Dr. John Mostert, Ex-
ccutive Director of Accrediting As-
sociation of Bible Colleges, Wheaton,
Illinois, spent two days on the Califor-
nia Christian College campus recently.
The administration had requested Dr.
Mostert to visit the campus for the pur-
pose of giving guidance to the College
program.

Acting upon the recommendations
offered by Dr. Mostert, CCC is en-
couraged to forge ahead. Plans are
being made which will enable the Col-
lege to comply with requirements stip-
ulated by the Association. Colleges on
the West Coast that have met the re-
quirements of A.A.B.C. have had little
difficulty in getting regional accredita-
tion. It is believed by the administra-
tion that the present course is the
right direction for this Free Will
Baptist College.

Rural Church Doubles Attendance

Nashville, Tenn.—What chance does
a rural church have these days? Espe-
cially one that is seven miles from the
nearest town and attendance is aver-
aging only 46?

According to the decline of most
rural churches in the last 10 years, the
chances are slim, but the Oak Grove
Free Will Baptist Church under the
leadership of Rev. Tommy Street has
not only contradicted the norm but has
doubled its attendance in the last seven
months.

“Total involvement” is the key to
this growth, according to Street. Mem-
bers began to rally when the young
minister took the pastorate. Twenty-
six decisions have been recorded, in-
cluding six conversions, 19 rededica-
tions, and one called to preach.
Members plan to launch a bus ministry
soon with funds that are being accum-
ulated, and they plan to build a new
addition to the church to house three
classrooms and provide overfill space
for the auditorium. Prayer offerings at
Wednesday night prayer meetings have
enabled the church to purchase an air
conditioning system.

FWBBC Announces Summer School
Plans

Nashville, Tenn.—A three-week sum-
mer school offering six courses to pas-
tors, laymen, and high school seniors
has been announced by Dr. Robert
Picirilli, registrar of Free Will Baptist
Bible College.

(Continued on page 16)
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CCC Announces Plans for New Dormitory
This dormitory is to be built before the Fall Semester of 1970 on the California
1970, the College Board of Trustees
the plan of the President for raising

Christian College campus. On March 12,
voted to build the building and approved
the necessary finances.

CALIFORNEA C}rRISTIAN COLLEGE DORMITORY —
4881 E. UNIVERSITY AVE. T
FRESNO, CALIFORNIA

THESE RECENTLY COMPLETED BUILDING PROGRAMS:

First Free Will Baptist Church Of Owasso, Oklahoma
Organized—1957
Attendance flve years ago

a $50,000 bond program under
plans
tional building for day nursery and Christian Day School.
income is $2,300.
Pastor: Rev. Bob L. Ketchum

Address: 708 N.

Morgan Branch Chapel Free Will
Baptist Church, Hampton, Tennessee

Organized-—1943  $25,000 Bond Issue
The Morgan Branch Chapel church is-
sued bonds to construct a two-level
sanctuary with basement that houses
five classrooms, an office, and utility
rooms. Auditorium is carpeted and has
stained glass windows. Membership is
115, with average attendance of 80.
Pastor: Rev. Frank Davis

Address; Rt. 1, Hampton, Tennessee

$50,000 Bond Issue
(1965) was 23. Families shared in paying of utilities.
Phase I of the Building Program included a new sanctuary and office building,
now valued at about $100,000. Phase 1T included the remodeling of the original
building into educational facilities to accommodate 280. Phase II was launched by
direction of Executive Church Bonds, Inc. Future
are to buy additional property for future growth, and to build an educa-
Sunday school at-
tendance now averages 115 with as many as 167 for preaching. Average monthly

Atlanta Owasso, Oklahoma 74055




by Jerry Ballard

“Ye Shall Be Witnesses”

The Greater Cause

THE YOUNG MAN sits on the crude floor. His wife is
busy making the baby comfortable on a makeshift pallet.
New and strange sounds come through the window. This is
to be home for the next five years, and the feeling is one
of sober reflection. Is it really necessary that he leave the
comforts of home and travel to this remote corner of the
world to preach the gospel? Is there not some other way?

Everyone had looked with suspicion at him and his fam-
ily when they arrived in the village this morning. Now
knowing the native vernacular, he couldn’t tell them he
meant only good. Even now they are wandering around
outside waiting for another look at the white people.

In the distance the awesome sound of jungle percussion
continues as a backdrop for the insect-infested life into
which he has dropped. The romance of foreign missionary
service dwindles into oblivion. Nothing is left but the
stark reality that no material or humanitarian enticement
is sufficient motivation for one to spend his life in a culture
so radically different from his own. There must be a great-
er cause.

And there is. It's the cause for which Paul left familiar
territory for Asia, Carey for India, Livingstone for Africa,
and Hudson Taylor for China.

In God’s plan of redemption for the world, cause is
clearly shown why men should forsake all so that they can
take the gospel “unto the uttermost part of the earth.”

This plan is revealed in the Bible, the Book of Redemp-
tion.

The Scriptures show that man is lost and in need of a
savior (Romans 3:23; 5:12). God, demanding propitiation
for sin, sent His Son, the Lord Jesus, to suffer, the Just
for the unjust, so that His wrath might be satisfied and
man’s sin forgiven through the atoning work of Christ on
the cross (Romans 1:18; 2:2; 3:24, 25; 5:18).

The Bible reveals further that Christ is the only one
through whom man can come to God and receive forgive-
ness for sin and inherit eternal life. “For there is one
God, and one mediator between God and men, the man
Christ Jesus” (I Timothy 2:5). “Neither is there salvation
in any other: for there is none other name under heaven
given among men, whereby we must be saved” (Acts 4:12,
see also John 14:5, 6).

With these facts in mind, the impact of Jesus’® words in
John 20 increase in import: “As my Father hath sent me,
even so send I you.” Jesus came “to seek and to save that
which was lost.” Even so, every believer is commanded to
do likewise. Why? This is God’s plan. There is no other
way. “For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord
shall be saved. How then shall they call on Him in whom
they have not believed? and how shall they believe in Him
of whom they have not heard? and how shall they hear
without a preacher? And how shall they preach, except

they be sent? as it is written, How beautiful are the feet of

them that preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad tid-
ings of good things” (Romans 10:13-15).
Yes, this is sufficient reason for the young man to stay,

“But ye shall receive power, after
that the Holy Ghost is come upon
you: and ye shall be witnesses

unto me both in Jerusalem, and in
all Tudea, and in Samaria, and unto
the uttermost part of the earth”
(Acts 1.:8).

not as a martyr, but as a victorious child of God in the cen-
ter of God’s will for his life. “And Jesus came and spake
unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven
and in earth. Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, bap-
tizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and
of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things
whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you
always, even unto the end of the world” (Matthew 28:18-
20). This is the “why” of missions.

Why Free Will Baptist Foreign Missions?

THE DIVINE obligation of carrying the gospel of salva-
tion to the world is directed to the Church, not to a certain
segment but to the entire body of believers. Free Will
Baptists as part of the body of Christ have a distinct place
in God’s plan for world evangelization. It is not unlike
God’s commission to similar groups, but it is distinct in
that it is a work God has given to this denomination, a
gap that must be filled, or the hedge will be broken.

Churches affiliated with the National Association of
Free Will Baptists realize that men are lost and that God’s
plan is that men go into all the world with the good news
of redemption. Thus they join in a cooperative foreign
missionary program through the board of foreign missions.
The prayerful support of Free Will Baptists provides a de-
nominational witness today in Africa, Central America,
Cuba, Europe, India, Japan, and South America.

How It Began

FREE WILL BAPTISTS historically have been a mission-
ary movement, being among the first to send missionaries
to many areas of the world.

By the turn of the century, the denomination was main-
taining one of the most extensive missionary programs of
that day.

In 1911, Free Will Baptist missions operations were
merged with that of the Northern Baptist Convention, now
called the American Baptist Convention. For more than
two decades, non-merger churches were without a mission-
ary program. These churches regrouped in 1935 to form
the National Association of Free Will Baptists, and one of
their first official acts was to establish a board of for-
eign missions and resume a missionary-sending ministry.

The first missionary of the new association was sent
to India in 1935. Two others were sent to Latin America
the following year. And a Free Will Baptist missionary pro-
gram was re-born.

God’s blessing in the denomination’s program has been
clearly evident. His chosen men labored during those first
years to rekindle a flickering missionary concern. By mid-
century, this flicker had become a flame, and Free Will
Baptists took their place as one of America’s aggressive
missionary organizations. And yearly, more missionaries
are thrust . . . unto the uttermost.

This progress is no accident. It is God’s doing. God’s
concern is still for the souls of men everywhere. And His
blessing is with those whose hearts beat with His heart.
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A Miuistry of Faith

THE LORD JESUS said, “1 will build my church.” He
brought men into this building process when he com-
manded, “Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel
to every creature”. Knowing that this “going” activity
would bring occasions of great oppression to those seeking
in the will of God to accomplish this objective, the Lord
added the divine perspective, “All power is given unto me
in heaven and in earth . . . and lo, [ am with you always!”

This ministry of world evangelism and establishing con-
gregations of believers wherever converts are won is God’s
business. He has commanded Free Will Baptist congrega-
tions in America to herald forth the message of redemption
to all men. And along with every command is the fully
commensurate promise of fulfillment. As Free Will Baptist
churches accept their share of “great commission” re-
sponsibility, and as God calls forth from these churches
young men and women who are first approved by God
and then by God’s people, and as concerned men and
women pray and give to send these approved ones to the
regions beyond, the great promise of the Lord to build His
church reaches new proportions of fulfillment.

Was God really serious when He instructed His follow-
ers to take the gospel to all men? Will He really build His
church among every tribe and nation? Is He able to meet
every need along the way in completion of the task? In
other words, is He really with us?

These are the foundational questions upon which the
entire missionary ministry is based. And to be a vital part
of God’s redemptive process for the human family, every
participant must be grounded in simple, childlike faith that
God can and will build His church . . . through faithful
men . . . annointed by His Spirit . . . operating on resur-

rection power . . . His power.
That's why we say that Free Will Baptist Foreign Mis-
sions is a ministry of faith . . . faith for spiritual power to

overthrow the strongholds of Satanic bondage, bringing
the light of the glorious gospel into the darkness of heathen-
ism . . . faith that God will provide through His concerned
people every material need to sec His work accomplished.

Financial matters, in most cases, provide the greatest
tests of faith that the servant of God is called upon to €x-
perience. His survival on the field and the effectiveness of
his ministry is so decisively related to his material support
that his own inner peace is often correlative to his faith
that God will supply every need. Thus it is imperative that
the foreign missionary know what it means to trust God
explicitly, . for material needs. It is one thing to Jlook to a
depomination for support, but quite another thing to look
to God for support through a denomination. Only God is
able to provide even beyond that which we ask for or even
think possible. The limiting factor? Our faith.

Together, the board, home staff, and missionary look to
the Lord for His provision of funds necessary to meet an-
pual budgets. It is a relationship of faith in which each
member must have an abiding trust in the Lord, or cor-
porate spiritual power is affected. With such abiding faith,
each member of the missionary team obligates himself to
continual, daily, fervent prayer that God will glorify Him-
sclf as material and spiritual needs are faithfully met.

It is in this perspective that Free Will Baptist Foreign
Missions is a faith mission. All budget appropriations are
totally dependent on God’s provision through His people.
And as budgets are met by God’s grace and power, the
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missionary family must forever give God—and Him alone—
the praise for His marvelous provision.

As The Church Sends Forth

THE HOLY SPIRIT makes it abundantly clear in Romans
10 that men cannot be saved unless they turn to the Lord

. . that they cannot turn to the Lord unless they believe
He can save them . . . that they cannot believe unless
they hear the Good News of the Word of God . . . that
they cannot hear unless someone accept the responsibility
of taking the gospel to them . . . and that the missionary
cannot take the gospel to the lost and dying unless someone
clse accepts the responsibility of sending him.

This is God’s divine plan for proclaiming the gospel to
all men. It begins with a redeemed congregation of people
concerned about the souls of men. The mission of the
church as clearly revealed in scripture is no more and no
Jess than spreading the gospel to all men everywhere and
making disciples in all nations. This responsibility of the
local believer includes every soul from his next-door neigh-
bor to the remote native in the hinterland of Africa or Asia.

The sending obligation of the local church in world
evangelism is not always accepted. Often it is passed to
those who are willing to be sent. This is revealed in such
expressions to the missionary as, “What you are doing 1is
really a good thing.” The transferal of responsibility has
been subtle, but it is there. What a difference it is when
the church at home is so concerned over its biblical obli-
gation that young people are challenged from birth to go
forth with the message, that it becomes “what we are do-
ing,” the local believer heart in heart with the missionary.
All too often, the first word about missions heard in the
local congregation comes from outside, rather than being
the natural, spiritual response of consecrate members.

Also, the sending responsibility often is transferred to
the board of foreign missions. The missionary ministry is
sometimes erroneously referred to as “the board’s business.”
Pastors can be heard saying, “I'm going to see if T can’t
get my people to help you fellows in your program.” Such
commonly heard thoughts belie the fact that the local con-
gregation and its pastor often seek to relegate vicariously
to others the Lord’s direct command.

The success of Free Will Baptist Foreign Missions is
directly related to the willingness of Free Will Baptist
churches to accept their biblical responsibility in world
missions. The foreign missions department is nothing more
than an extension of local church witness.

Responsibility for sending forth those called from among
us rests on the shoulders of every pastor and layman who
is part of the Free Will Baptist denomination. And as congre-
gations across America rally to the commands of scripture,
the Macedonian call from unreached lands around the
globe, and the burden of those who yield their lives for
foreign service, the gospel is proclaimed throughout the
nations, and the great commission is fulfilled as all men
are given at least one chance to hear and as the Lord Jesus
builds His church among all people. It is in this perspective
that Free Will Baptist Foreign Missions is a denominational
mission, an arm of local Free Will Baptist congregations
reaching throughout the world.

About the Author

Jerry Ballard is director of Communications for the Free
Will Baptist Foreign Missions Department. This excerpt is
taken from the missions handbook, Unto the Uttermost,
wriften by Mr. Ballard.




comment

by Cleo Pursell

YOUR LOAD LIMIT

Did you ever cross a bridge where a sign was
posted in big, bold letters, “LOAD LIMIT, 5 TONS"?

Thinking in terms of day-to-day stress and strain,
what is your load limit? It is said that everyone has
his breaking point. Certainly we all have our physi-
cal limitations and there are times when we think
as Paul that we are “‘pressed beyond measure.” It
may be a lingering illness that is a constant irrita-
tion—""a thorn in the flesh.” It may be some other
hindrance which prevents us from doing our best
for our family, our church, or on the job. Sudden
financial reverses with increasing indebtedness, or
loss of confidence in a trusted friend may cause
discouragement.

One of the heaviest loads to bear is when we
must face the reality of sudden death in the family.
When grief is new it is very hard to pray, “Thy will
be done.” Our hearts and minds are numbed with
pain—we wonder why this had to happen to us!

In such times of testing it is comforting to know
that ““for every pain we must bear, for every sorrow,
every care, there is a reason. For every grief, for
every trial, for every weary, lonely mile, there is a
reason . . ., and God knows the reason.

It was the darkest period in George Frederick
Handel’s life. He was getting old and a stroke left
him partially paralvzed. His vision was failing. He
had lost a fortune in money and was bankrupt. Just
as he reached his load limit, a manuscript was left
at his room with the request that he develop it
into a musical composition. Wearily he tossed the
pages aside and crawled into bed but he could not
sleep. The words kept running through his mind:
“Comfort ye, comfort ye, my people, saith your
God . . . The people that walked in darkness have
seen a great light . . . For unto us a Child is born . . .
Glory to God in the highest . . . Hallelujah! Hallelu-
jah!

Unable to sleep, he went to his piano and began
to write. For three weeks he wrote feverishly. Final-
ly, with tears streaming down his face he said: “I
do believe | have seen all Heaven before me and
the great God Himself.”” Handel's joyous Messiah
came to us from out of defeat and suffering.

Reached your load limit? Then pharaphase 1 Cor-
inthians 10:13 thus: “. . . God is faithful, who will
not suffer me to be tempted above that | am able;
but will with the temptation also make a way to
escape, that / may be able to bear it.”” And remem-
ber, a hero is one who knows how to hang on one
minute longer.

gems

from the Greek
New Testament

by Robert Picirilli ‘

Luke 16:9 is a very troublesome verse. Jesus has
just related the parable of the rogue steward who
stole from his master and used the financial accounts
of some of his master’s debtors to ““purchase’” for
himself a welcome into their good graces after be-
ing fired from his job. Then Jesus turns and says:
““Make to yourselves friends of the mammon of
unrighteousness; that, when ye fail, they may re-
ceive you into everlasting habitations.”

The Greek original helps put us on the right track
for understanding this verse. Two things, in particu-
lar, are important. First, the word ““of’ means by
means of. (This is the preposition ek, which is trans-
lated by in Romans 1:17: “The just shall live by
faith.””) What Jesus is talking about, then, is the use
we shall make of money. The point is that the rogue
steward had used money shrewdly to accomplish
something more important than money itself. We,
too, then, should use money as a means of winning
friends.

But there is an important contrast between the
kind of friends we should make and the kind he
made. His were for the convenience of this life;
ours ought to be in reference to the eternal habita-
tion. In other words, then, we ought not to use
money simply to purchase things that will make
it more comfortable for us in this life. Instead, as
spiritually-minded men, we ought to make use of
our money as an instrument for the extension of the
kingdom. Money is necessary for certain causes,
and when we see it in its proper light we can use it
for the winning of those who will welcome us into
heaven. We can use money to increase the number
of our companions in the everlasting home.

One other thing about the Greek original helps
us get this idea clearer. The King James translators
translated “When ye fail,” obviously allowing the
parable to influence them too much instead of trans-
lating the Greek words literally. Actually the words
simply say, “When it fails,” meaning money itself.
In other words, the verse should read: ‘“Make to
vourselves friends by means of the mammon of un-
righteousness; that, when it fails, they may receive
you into everlasting habitations.”

The whole idea is then much clearer. Jesus was
emphasizing the temporary nature of money. Even
the men of the world are shrewed enough to use
money as a mere instrument for the purchase of
things more important than money itself. And we
ought to be even wiser than this. Recognizing that
money will pass away with this world, let us use it
as an instrument for the accomplishment of things
in reference to eternity. Then we will be doing what
Jesus said in another place: “Lay up for yourselves
treasures in heaven.”
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