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by Rev. Walter E. lsenhour

As you think of gívíng presents
To your friends on Christmas Day,

Don't forget the poor and needy
That you meet along life's way.

Give them something that is helpful,
That will tell them of your love,

For such gíving pleases Jesus
As He watches from above.

lf you cannot gíve abundance,
Gíve a líttle in Hís name;

For a líttle gíven rightly,
Wíth Hís blessings on the same,

May be bread upon the waters
. You wíll find again some time,

Multíplíed to loaves of blessíng
That are wondrous and sublime.

Give to little orphan children,
Give to widows in their need,

Give the old and gíve the helpless-
Hear their cry for help and heed;

Gíve the prisoner ín his prison
Give the shut-ins fast in bed,

Gíve the crippled, blínd and síckly-
Gíve and know that you'll be fed.

Give and help to spread the Gospel
On the míssíon fields of earth

Where the natives by the míllions
Have not heard of Jesus'bírth.

Give to causes that are worthy
Of your money, with a prayer;

Give and help to share the burdens
That so many people bear.

Let the Chrístmas thought of giving
Go with you throughout the year,

Then your life will be a blessíng
And you'll find a thrill of cheer;

For in makíng others happy
You wíll get a great supply,

As our Lord who reigns in Heaven
Wíll then bless you from on hígh.
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THE WORLD'S GREATEST NEWS STORY

DEOPLE ARE VERY ne\Ms conscious. Whether
f it be international affairs, a national event or a

local human interest story, news-hungry citizens are
eager to hear what is happening. Because news is so
easily forgotten, no matter how wonderful and
exciting it is, the media is constantly reminding us
of what has taken place except for the world's
greatest news story. Somehow they overlook repeat-
ing this significant event which took place on a
lonely Judean hill outside Bethlehem centuries ago
when an angel delivered God's birth announcement
to lowly shepherds.

These shepherds lvere not the mighty or
influential of their day. They were common people
of the time faithfully tending their flock. Suddenly,
they were terror-stricken by the appearance of an
angel surrounded by a brilliant manifestation of
splendor. Although frightened by this phenomenal
occurrence, they were reassured when they heard
"The most joyful nervs ever announced," (Luke
3:10, Living Gospels).

"The glad tidings" which the angel proclaimed
was the fact a Saviour had been born in Bethlehem.
The long awaited Messiah had come to deliver and
rescue men from their sins. This message of good
news rvas not-only for the shepherds but for "all
people."

To add to the amazement of this startling
experience, the angel was joined by a vast throng of
angelic host which burst upon the scene praising
God and announcing peace to men on earth who
were in God's favor.

As soon as the angels departed the shepherds
hastily went in search of the Christ-child. They left
their lambs on the hillside to find the Lamb of God
in a manger.

When they discovered the reality of God's
Christmas present to the world they made known to
others the "immortal tidings" of the Saviour's birth.

by the
Executive Secretary
Rufus Coffey

Tidings is news or information about something
unknown beforehand; some strange or new happen-
ing. Immortal refers to what is imperishàble, ever-
lasting, destined to live in all ages of this world,
undying, endless. Recognizing this news of the
Saviour rvas an immortal story, the shepherds began
to sha¡e their exciting experience.

The coming of Christ into the world to be the
Saviour of all men is "the greatest story ever told."
It is the heart and substance of what Christmas
really means. It has beerf repeated countless millions
of times because it is the most important story ever
publicized. It never loses its thrill or significance
because it contains a message of sublime joy and
peace for all men everywhere.

The reason why the world desperately needs to
hear this good news again is that the antithesis of
the gospel story is bad news. Man is a lost sinner. He
is estranged from God; dead in ttespasses and sin;
wandering aimlessly and groping for light. Alienated
from God because of disobedience, he is condemned
and doomed to judgment and hell. Yet through the
incarnation, God in mercy provided a way for sinful
men to be reclaimed and restored to His favor. God
identified with man by means of His virgin-bom Son
whose work of redemption \¡/as accomplished not in
a manger-crib but on a cruel cross.

Since this good news was revealed to lowly
shepherds, rffe are encouraged to believe God still
speaks to ordinary people today who are receptive
to His voice. God also expects common people in
common places to relay and retell this wonderous
story. It is shameful that more people do not know
the gospel because we have done a poor job in
"felling the good ne',vs." The message committed to
us must be propagated. It is our responsibility to
herald forth the joyful news. The joy of Christmas is
found not only in receiving the message but in
telling it wherever we go.



Cortlcrct
Official publication of the National Association of Free Will Baptists

DECEMBER 1970 Vol. XVIII No.2

FEATURES

Fear Not
A Miracle At Northpole

A Study Of Amillennialism
Homes That Care

3 Harold L. Proppe

5 Genevieue Waddell

8 Dr. Robert PiciríIli
10 Støff

+/CI.-<l he personnel of your Na-
(r' fional Offices extend to

you their warmest wishes for a

most joyous Christmas and a

happy New Year.
We have enjoyed serving you

during this past year and look
forward to greater opportunities
of service in the new year.

DEPARTMENTS

Viewpoint
Religious NewscoPe

Newsfront of Free l{ill BaPtists
Christian Doctrine
Iüords for \üomen

Gems from the New Testament Greek
Cooperative RePort

Editor-in-Chief
Circulaüion

: :-

I Rufus Coffey
9 Staff

tZ Staff
L4 Leroy Forlines
15 Cleo Pursell

15 Dr. Robert Picirílli
16 Staff

Rufus Coffey
Pamelø Driggers

Published monthly by the Notionof Associolion of Free W¡lt Boptists. Post Office_ Box ¡088,
ñãitr"¡lie. Tenneísee' 37202. Add¡ess oll correspondence ond sub*ríptíoæ to lhis oddress
Subsãriotion rotes: I veor, $3.00; church fomilv plon. 12.52 per yeor; church bundle plon, 23
ãents ber cooy. Secónd 

'closs postoge poid ot Noshville, Tennessee. Copyright privileges
reseryeä. @ 1970. Member of the Evongelicol Press Associot¡on.



E FIRST WORDS the angel spoke to the
waiting and watching shepherds on that

memorable first Christmas night 
"vere: 

"And the
angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring
you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all
people" (Luke 2:10).

The angels of God are frequenUy and promi-
nently mentioned in the Bible from Genesis to
Revelation. They are mentioned 108 times in the
Old Testament and 165 times in the New Testa-
ment. Their activities in heaven and on earth in the
past are recorded in both Testaments. Their future
actions and manifestations are foretold in prophecy.
Only men ignorant of the Bible will deny the
existence of these supernatural beings called "an-
gels," for if there is one subject on which the Bible
is clear it is the declaration that angels exist and
communicate God's messages and execute His de-
crees to men on earth,

Whenever we celebrate Christmas we confess to
the existence of angels and that they spoke God's
message to the waiting shepherds on earth.

A Keynote of Hope

When we read the angel's Christmas message we
see that the first words lpere "Fear not." This was
the keynote of the message of hope âmong sinning
men. This was not a new note, strange as it may
seem. There is nothing in the New Testament which
has not already been hinted at in the Old Testament.
Scattered throughout the Old Testament we have a
persistent tone out of the heavens to cheer and help
the sons of men. The two words "fear not" 'dyere
first spoken to Abraham after the battle recorded in
Genesis L5:1-6. The last time they are spoken, they
fall from the lips not of an angel but the ascended
Lord Jesus Christ to John on the isle of Patmos
(Rev. 1:17).

The words "fear" aud "feat ttot,t' are found in
the Old Testament alone 600 tinres and, in the New

MESSAGE OF THE ANGELS
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Testament, 150 times. These words are mostly used
in the Old Testament to describe the characteristics
of the believer's life in those times. The Old
Testament believer's life was chæact'eùzed by a
great fear of God, more than love for Him. Not fear
to the exclusion of love; but fear was the predomi-
nant thought. But the fear of an Old Testament
saint did not mean that he cringed and trembled and
stood in dread and terror before God. That fear was
self-distrust and the attitude of listening to the
tendemess of conscience. It was a watchfulness
against 'temptation; taking. heed lest they fell into
sin. It was an attitude of caution and carefulness not
to do anything that would dishonor God. That is the
meaning of Solomon's words of instruction when he
said: "Happy is the man that feareth alway." And
again, "The fear of the Lord is the beginning of
wisdom." Tlrey are careful and concerned of their
life before God.

We do not worship that which is lesser than we
are; we can worship that only which reflects a higher
purity, a greater nobility than we ourselves possess.
So genuine worship comes not from cringing fear; it
comes from respect-respect for One who reflects a
mightier holiness, who reflects a higher righteous-
ness, and a great nobility, and a clearer purity than
we ourselves possess. The man who fears God is
haunted by God's presence, just as we speak of a
man haunted by an air of music. That melody or
tune pervades his whole life. It interweaves itself
\4/ith all his life's changing affairs. God is his abiding
consciousness. God is "continually before him."
Everything is in relationship to God.

These words "fear not" were not spoken by
man to man. The Eternal God alone gave that
message. Man does not have resources or the
capacity to calm another's fears. Every time "fear
not" is used in the Bible, it is given as a direct
message o.f God to man, making a new revelation of
Himself in His care for man.

Someone has said: "No mention that stirs the
human heart is more disastrous than fear. In its



intense forms, it often paralyzes the brain, stuns the
entire body, and produces the cold sweat of terror'
Less severô, in the form of a hundred worries, it
often helps to streak the hair with grey, and to dig
furrows into human contenances."

Fear besets its victims with shadowy phobias; it
rides in hysterical flights; it sucks joy out of life, and
chokes oif alt peace of mind. Its victims are often
afraid of life and afraid of death until, caught in the
rip-tides of flooding fright, they frequently seek the
cgwardly suicide's exit.

Beðause of the universality of fear, the exhorta-
tion "fear not" is constantly addressed by God to
fear-ridden humanity. And when He speaks the
word, it is a word of Power.

The Protection in Our Fears

Now there are two sides to fear' There is

normal fear, and abnormal fear. Normal fear is one
of the instinctive emotions God placed in the soul of
man when He created him with the sense of awe and
ïeverence. Norrnal fear is a good thing. The
apprehension of personal evil has the same function
iñ tire moral world as pain has in the physical. It is a
symptom of disease, and is intended to bid us look
tôr ifre remedy and the physician. What is an alarm
bell for but to rouse the sleepers and to hurry them
to the refuge? And so this wholesome dread of
discord with God is meant to do for us what the
angels did for Lot-to lay a mercifully violent hand
on ttte shoulder of the sleeper, to shake him into
aroused wakefulness, and hasten him out of Sodom.
The intention of fear is to lead to that which shall
annihilate it by taking away its cause.

Like other instinctive emotions, fear has an
illegitimate brother with which it is often confused.
Foi want of a better name, let me call it "abnormal
fear." By that I mean fright, dread, terror. Normal
fear, liké other instinctive emotions' may be turned
into a disease, just as love may become lust,
self-respect may descend to conceit, pity may
descend to contempt. Just so normal fear may
become abnormal fear.

The words "fear not" were spoken by angels

four times to man during the first Christmas season

in the long ago. The first "fear not" is found in
Luke 1:13:

But the angel said unto him, Fear not, Zachar-
ias: for thy prayer is heard: and thy 'wifg
Etisabeth sháll bear thee a son, and thou shalt call
his name John.

As Zachañas the priest was ministering before
the Lord, suddenly the bright radiance of the angel
of the Lord filled his heart with fear. The first words
of the heavenly messenger to him wete: "Feat not,
Zacharias"; and then the angel tells him why he

should nol fear. Each time God says, "Fear not," in
Scripture, He tells why there is no need for fear. To
Zachaias, God gives the "Fear not" in relation to
answered prayer. It was a gteal sorrov¡ to a woman
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in those days to be childless. Elisabeth and Zacharias
had besought the Lord for a child, but they were
well on in years now. Yet God spoke: "Fear not."
And the reason wlny Zachatias was not to fear was
that Elisabeth would bear him a son.

The second "Fear not" is found in Luke 1:30:
Fear not, Muty; for thou hast found favor with

God.
Mary is suddenly aware of the presence of an

angel, aná fear grips her heart. God tells her that she

is to be the favored one of God to bring forth the
Messiah into the world. This is God's "Fear not," in
His presence.

Peace and quietness come to Mary when God
sets her free, ai He suddenly speaks out of the
silence to the challenge to mother God's Son, Jesus'

Fear comes when God begins to deal with us to
surrender our lives to Him. It is then God steps in
and says: "Feaï not, you have found favor with
me."

The third "Fear not" is found in Matthew
1:30:

But while he thought on these things, behold,
the angel of the Lord appeared unto him in a

dream, saying, Joseph, thou son of David, fear
not to taice unto thee Mary thy wife: for that
which is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost.

Every time God says, "Fear not"'He tells why
there is no need to fear.

Joseph was in love with the virgin Mary' a
godly young \ryoman, and he found out that she was

with child. Until God told him the reason, can you
imagine his thoughts concerning this girl to whom
he was engaged? In the midst of that mental
turmoil, and fear, and panic, casting about for a plan
of action to protect his loved one, God stepped into
the picture and said: "Joseph, fear not, fear not!"
then God gave the reason. The fourth, "Fear not,"
is found in Luke 2:10:

And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for,
behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy,
which shall be to all PeoPle.

The words declared the friendliness of the
spiritual world to the earth' The sentence before this
declares: "The shepherds were sore afraid." They
believed the spiritual realm was inhabited only by
evil beings. Añy drawing near to the inhabitants of
the eartñ meant only one thing: punishment and
judgment. Up to this point salvation had been
ifrrõugfr type and by symbolism, pointing ahead to
the Messiah. There had been no Saviour in the
world. When a man sinned, he offered an animal
sacrifice. The prophetic promises of God aII looked
forward to thè còming of the One who would give

His life for the sins of the world. "Fear not, for unto
you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour,
which is Christ the Lord." That "unto you" is for
you.

The "saviour which is Christ the Lord" was

born, He lived, He died and rose from the dead' He

made a way whereby you can know that your sins,

(Contínued on Page 16.)
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she silently prayed, "please help me reach these
young girls. We seem further apart than ever.
Whatever the cost, please let me point them to
You."

At breakfast the girls. said, "We want to go
swimming." Their black eyes sparkled and it was
impossible to guess their true motive.

"swimming? At thirty-two degrees?" Donna
was astonished although she'd often heard of the
Eskimos frolicking in the half frozen streams.

"Yes! It's the greatest! We brought our swim
suits." Shyly Jelynn added, "You can use mine." All
day the girls plagued Donna so with Bob's consent,
she agreed to take them the next day, desperately
hoping for a way out.

Long after most of the girls lay asleep, Donna
heard Rachel whisper to Jelynn, "I betcha she won't
go with us. She's chicken!" Donna couldn't hear
Jelynn's reply but in her heart she knew Rachel was
right. She shivered at the thought of swimming in
ice water. Then she recalled her early morning
prayer. ¿'If this is the only way to make them
understand I love them, I'll go swimming." In a
desperate whisper she added, "But, please Lord,
don't let me freeze to death!"

In the wårmest part of the day with a high of
34 degrees, Donna piled the girls into an old jeep
and headed for the nearest swimming hole. Every
eye dogged the leader. \ilould she actually go into
the icy water? This was the supreme test.

Donna crept close to the frigid water, ttem-
bling from the stinging cold. "Lord, please let your
grace be sufficient for this moment!" Several girls
plunged in and out the stteam, as comfortably as

any sleek seals. Closing her eyes, Donna trudged into
the icy water, her body recoiling in shock. But she
had done it! Shouts went up. "Hurrah for Miss
Donna! She ain't no chicken!" They were satisfied.
Donna crept numbly back to the jeep and huddled
in warm blankets, her lips tuming from icy white to
frozen purple. Soon the girls were ready to leave,
satisfied from their swimming adventure and ready
to listen with new respect to their teacher.

That night after lights were out, Jelynn crept
to Donna's bunk and tugged at her sleeping bag.

"Miss Donna, I need to be saved, like you told me."
Joyfulty Donna led the girl to Christ and the
difference in her life, as well as the others saved that
week, was noticeable immediately. Before camp
closed, Jelynn gave her simple shy testimony. "My
brothers and sisters, nine of them, are not believers.
I want to telt them about Jesus so they can believe,
too.t'

Secretly Donna wondered how successful Je-
Iynn would be. Poverty and her limited education ill
equipped her to do anything but marry and bear
many children in the way of her people. She'd
probably own little more than one set of clothes to
wear all the time as she did now. Her future didn't
Iook much better than her past. OnIy a miracle
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could change her life.
Months passed and Donna sometimes wonder-

ed about all of the girls, especially Jelynn. Only two
of them were in the church at Northpole so winter
cut off any communication from the mission at
Tetlin.

But now, just two days before Christmas,
Donna had no desire to entertain Jelynn or anyone
else. Although she thought she'd committed her
grief to the Lord, Donna knew that she sorrowed for
her baby as much as ever. She'd made it clear to Bob
that she wanted no ttee, no bright decorations to
wound her more. The Christmas boxes from their
family and friends sat in the back room unopened.

Bob burst into the kitchen, stomping his boots
on the mat and shaking the snow from his parka.
"Wow! Three degrees below and-Donna! . . . What's
u/rong?" Quickty Bob shed his heavy fur coat and
drew his weeping wife to him. "What's the matter,
honey?" His cold nose seemed redder than ever as

he questioned his wife.
"It's-it's Jelynn. She's coming tomorrow."
"Why, that sounds like a good idea. Why did

that upset you?"
Donna's slim body shook against her husband's

cold, strong shoulder. 'oBut I-I don't want her here.
I don't want anybody here for Christmas! It'll be
hard enough to get through the day without a
stranger here!"

Bob was unable to comfort her. If only a new
baby were coming-but nothing seemed to help
Donna.

"Jelynn isn't actually a stranger, Donna. Any-
way, there's not time even if we had a \¡/ay to get in
touch with her."

Donna jerked away, angry at her own misery
and angr5r with her husband for not solving her
problem, "But I can't stand having someone here at
Christmas. Have you forgotten what happened just
one year ago?"

Slowly Bob turned up the gas bumer to warm
the coffee. "No, Donna, I haven't forgotten. I'lI
never forget."

Donna IMas ashamed. How pitifully Bob's
shoulders had sagged day after day as he entered the
silent house, no longer vibrant with litUe John's
laughter. "Oh, Bob, I'm sorry. I didn't mean to hurt
you. If only it had happened any time but Christ-
mas." Donna choked on her words. "Even at Easter
time. In the spring there's hope of life, of resurrec-
tion everywhere, but not at Christmas. Now every-
thing's artificial, unteal, just one great big man-made
carnival.t'

"But you know that's not the real meaning of
Christmas. The tinsel and glitter and even the date
are man-made but the meaning of the day hasn't
changed, Donna. Surely you haven't forgotten
that."

"I only know that I don't want anything or
anyone to remind rqe of that tree last year with aII

_I



those baby presents under it-presents that John
never saw!" Donna rushed from the room, leaving
Bob to bow his head alone, begging for strength to
help his grieving wife.

A beautiful but cold Christmas Eve was perfect
traveling weather for the dog team that brought a
smiling Jelynn right up to the door of the Black-
well's log house. In her arms she carried a small
sealskin bag containing two small packages and a
change of clothing. Shyly she laid out her gifts.
"Where is your tree?" Puzzled at Donna's frolvn,
Jelynn laid the gifts on the table.

Right away Donna noticed the difference in
the girl. No longer was she the timid, lìmost ignorant,
adolescent of five months before. Jelynn had blos-
somed with an inner beauty from Christ. She carried
herself with assurance and poise. "She even smells
differently," Donna thought as she greeted the girl.

Beneath her heavy parka Jelynn wore a neat,
though often washed, print dress. "I made it," she
explained. "Mrs. Troup, our missionary's wife,
showed me how to sew. Now I make her little girl's
clothes and she gives me cloth for my,self."

After supper Bob excused himself to dress for
the Christmas Eve church service. I{e looked at
Donna questioningly, hoping she wouldn't refuse to
attend. The effects of her bitter grief had hurt their
people. How desperately we need a mitacle, he told
himself, as he watched his wife reluctantly prepare
for the service.

The Eskimo families were already gathered,
anxious for their children to portray the Christmas
story. To some the story was new; others had
learned its beauty and truth only a few years before.
But like all Eskimos, they delighted in the excited
squeals and'chatter of their children upon whom
constant affection was lavished.

Bob led the happy worshippers in the singing
of familiar carols. Jelynn's clear youthful voice
joined in unison with the others but Donna's mouth
formed dry joyless words. Silent, sorrowful tears
chilled immediately on her cheeks.

Then adorably if not eloquently the little
angels sang, their white robes forming bulky wings
over the rñrarm furry suits beneath. Gradually the
Christma.s story of hope and love unfolded, warming
hea¡ts and painting a picture of the Judean hillsides
and the crude manger cradling the Son of God. Bob,
glancing at his wife's pained face, prayed, "Oh, God
give us a miracle this Christmas!"

Finally the program ended and in their usual
tradition each Christian stood to give a testimony.
Special emphasis was on thanksgiving for God's
good gifts all year long. It was Donna's turn. I can't
do it, she thought and quietly stood to say, "I will
let Jelynn, my friend from Tetlin, speak."

Shyly but confidently the girl stood. "I never
had a real friend before. In our camp, Miss Donna
was my friend." Jelynn looked down at Donna who

sat with her head bowed. "Miss Donna told me
about Jesus. I was very happy. Soon my brother
drowned and I was very sad but Jesus said to me,
'Jelynn, I am your Friend. Please do not cry. Your
brother lives with Me in my big house now."'
Jelynn smiled to emphasize that her tears were tears
of joy. "My brother rrvas Jesus' friend, too. I told
him about God. I also tell my five sisters and my
three brothers who were not drowned. Now my
mother and my father and three sisters and two
brothers are believers. We go to church together."
Jelynn drew a deep breath and continued, "One day
I learned that many people all over Alaska do not
know about Jesus. Soon I am going away to Bible
school to learn more about Jesus. Then I will return
to be a missionary-like Miss Donna."

Jelynn paused as if she were through. Then she
tenderly touched the fur covered head of the
missionary and said, "I am very happy that Miss
Donna told me about Jesus. He was born at
Christmas. Miss Donna said that God's Son is our
greatest gift. I have come this Christmas to thank
Miss Donna for telling me about Jesus." The radiant
girl sat down on the log bench beside Donna.

Sobs ripped from Donna's breast and she fled
outside, thankful for the cold darkness that hid her
twisted face. "Oh God, forgive me! Forgive me! I've
been so rvrong, and so miserable. I do love You and
I am grateful for Your Son's birth." She poured out
her heart to God in repentance, unarrvare of her
husband's presence. Silently, thankfully, he listened
as Donna prayed, then tenderly wrapped his arms
around her. "Thank God for this mitacle," he
whispered as the lovely songs of Christmas swelled
in the background.

Through her quiet sobs, Donna said, "Bob,
God does still work miracles and Christmas is the
greatest miracle of them all." Then a tiny chuckle
escaped her. "Do you think trye could find a
Christmas tree anywhere this late for those presents
we've got at home?"

Bob hugged his wife the tighter. 'oWe'll find a
tree just as soon as this service is over if I have to
borow the official tree of Northpole!"

Together the two young missionaries retumed
to their people, anxious to rejoice with them in the
happy Christmas season.

Geneuieve WaddeU is the wife'
of Reuerend R. Eugene lMad-
dell, pætor of Cofer's Chapel
Flee lVill Baptist Church of
Noshuille, Tennessee. Mrs.
Waddell etcpÍesses her appre-
ciation to Mrs, Ethel lVhøley
for her help in giuing geogrø-
phical informntíon.



by Robert Picirilli, PhD

Sru
AMILLENIALI

fUnnn HAVE BEEN articles, recently, which
I have presented the premillennial viewpoint.

The purpose of this article is to help the reader
understand another eschatological position known
as "amillennialism."

The letter "a" on the front of the word is a
negative which means "non-." So the word itself
means "no millennium." A premillennialist believes
that Jesus will come back to this earth and set up a
literal, visible kingdom of God on the earth, and
that He will rule over the earth for 1,000 years (a
millennium) from a literal throne in Jerusalem.

The amillennialist denies that there will be any
such one-thousand year reign of Christ on earth with
a visible kingdom. FIe does not believe in a future
millennium at all.

We cannot, however, define the amillennialist
position by telling what it does nof believe. So, let
us be more positive and relate the basic principles
that are a part of the amillennialist teaching on
eschatology. First, and foremost, amillennialists
are quite sure that the Old Testament prophecies
about a coming kingdom were intended to refer to a
spirituøl rather than an extemal kingdom. The
kingdom of God, they teach, is internal, not visible;
it is the rule and reign of Christ in the hearts of His
own people. Such a kingdom cannot be a profane
dominion exercised over physical territory and
unsaved men, maintained by force. Therefore, when
the Old Testament speaks of Messiah as introducing
a condition when the lion will be as tame as a kitten,
we should understand that this language is figurative
aiT d poetic. This language describes the wonderful
peace existing in the hearts of those who are in the
kingdom, those who submit to the dominion of the
l,ord in their hearts. In this view the amillennialist
is confirmed when he reads such teachings of Jesus
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as the one recorded in Luke t7:20 and 2l-: "The
kingdom of God cometh not \Mith observa-
tion . . . . behold the kingdom of God is within
you."

Second, the amillennialist is also sure that Jesus
fully established this spiritual kingdom when He
came the first time. Many New Testament references
will be understood by the amillennialist in this light.
Jesus and John, for example, both preached that
'the kingdom is at hand.'Jesus taught such men as
Nicodemus that one "enters" the kingdom by being
born again. On one occasion Jesus said, "The law
and the prophets were until John: since that time
the kingdom of God is being preached and every
man is pressing into it." This is in Luke 16:16. The
amillennialist has no doubt, then, that he can prove
that Jesus established the very spiritual kingdom
that the Old Testament had promised the Messiah's
coming would bring. By the way, it used to be that
many amillennialists called themselves "postmillen-
nialists." This confusion of terms resulted from the
fact that amillennialists believe r¡i'e are now in the
"kingdom," tl:'e spirttual millennium, and that Jesus
will retum at the end of this age. But postmillennial-
ists believe in a future, earthly kingdom ruled over
by the church, and nowadays the difference in terms
is usually clear.

Third, most amillennialists are satisfied that
God has finished with Israel as a nation. Since the
kingdom promised to Israel tryas---as the amillennial-
ist sees it---a spiritual one, then those promises can
apply only to a spiritual Israel, not a visible nation.
Thus any Israelite who is a child of God by faith
inherits that kingdom, and so does any Gentile who
is a child of God by faith. In the spiritual Israel
there are no national or racial distinctions. The
amillennialist especially appreciates such passages as
Ephesians 2:IL-20, where there is seen a basic unity
between Old Testament saints and New Testament
believers. Most amillennialists do not expect any
future conversion of the nation of the Jews. There
are some amillennialists who believe that there will
be a "great tribulation" before Jesus returns, with a
personal anti-christ and the conversion of many
Jews. But most believe that the "time of Jacob's
trouble" and the "abomination of the holy place"
were fulfilled at the destruction of Jerusalem in 70
A.D.

Fourth, and obviously, the amillennialist needs
no future visible kingdom in his system of doctrine.
Since he believes the only kingdom is a spiritual one,
and one already established at Christ's first coming,
he does not believe in a millennial kingdom to
follow Christ's return to the earth. The passage in

(Continued on page 11)



WILL THE REAL ACCC
PLEASE COME TO ORDER?

The man who led thousands of
Americans in a march for victory in Viet
Nam October 3 suffered a personal de-
feat of his own making among his breth-
ren in Pasadena, California, twenty-fïve
days later. But he doubtless will claim it
a victory.

With fïfty-five pre-pledged delegates
in tow, radio preacher Carl T. Mclntire
invaded the twenty-ninth convention of
the American Council of Churches de-
termined to wrest control from the pres-
ent administration.

The Mclntire mutiny was expected,
but not in the first hour of the conven-
tion. A business session was scheduled
foi 2:15 P.M. As a devotional period
ended at 10 4.M., however, chairman
Donald McKnight recognized Mclntire,
who asked that the þusiness meeting be
convened immediately. McKnighl, decid-
ed to call for a schedt¡led recess.

After the unsuspecting delegates left
for coffee, Mclntire quickly took the
podium and accepted the nomination
for temporary chairman. By the time
ACCC president J. Philip Clark and
newsmen arrived, Mclntire had a firm
grip on the "business meeting" and had
been elected "president".

"I'm sorry, gentlemen," Mclntire
kept repeating as astonished delegates
swarmed around. "This meeting is still
in session, and I have been duly elected
president of the American Council of
Christian Churches. lVe can't help it if
the others walked out."

Confusion reigned a full hour. Clark
won the battle whert the hotel manage-
ment installed a secohd mike over which
he announced that the scheduled 11
o'clock meeting would continue.

Law and decency were both against
Mclntire. No roll call, certification, or
any other action had yet been'taken to
determine who was eligible to vote. The
duly appointed nominating committee
had not yet met or reported. Mclntire in
his takeover had disenfranchised those
duly appointed voting representatives
who did not plan to arrive before the
hour legally set for the business session.

.JESUS CHRIST_LORD OF ALL'
IS THEME FOR WORLD DAY
OF PRAYER OBSERVANCE

Weaton, I//.-"Jesus Christ-Lord of
AIl" is the theme for the 19?1 World
Day of Prayer observance set for March
5, 1971. Churches across America and
around the world observe this special
day on the Protestant church calendar
each year. Based on the words of Jesus:
"Ye call me Master and Lord, and you
do well to say it, for it is true" (John
13:13).

Jim Owen Jones and Agaiha partride,
editor and assistant editor, respectively,
of United Euangelical Action magazine
have developed the worship service
booklets. These Bibleæentered worship
materials for the World Day of Frayer
are available free of charge. A sample
copy may be secured by witing the

|¡.A.8. office, P.O. Box 28, Wheaton,
Illinois 60187.

BAPTISTS ACT
AGAINST CAMPUS DANCING

Jacltson, Tenn. (EP)-Action by the
executive committee of the Tennessee
Baptist Convention could end contro-
versy following the Carson-Newman
College trustees' decision to allow danc-
ing on the campus at Jefferson City.

The committee took steps to ban
dancing on denomination-supported col-
lege campuses. Earlier the committee
forced the trustees to rescind the per-
mission six weeks after the campus
dances had begun. The college and its
trustees have been under fire since.

Some 120 people gathered at \{est
Jackson Baptist Church, convention
headquarters, to hear the committee dis-
cussion. When the educational commit-
tee began to make its report, it voted to
go into t'executive session" and asked
the public to leave.

For three hours presidents of three
colleges involved waited outside. When
the session adjourned, the committee
apparently had voted not to discuss its
action.

But one messenger admited to the
outside group that the board,s resolu-
tion would in effect mean that .,dancing

is dead on the campus at Carson-
Newman.t'

PASTORS QUITTING
FOR LACK OF PAY

New Yorh (EP)-Poor pay is causing
more and more ministers to leave their
work, according to newspaper columnist
George Cornell.

Two recent hotestant studies on
morale among American clergymen put
complaints about remuneration at the
top of the list, in addition to complex
modern sociolo$cal and psychological
factors that were driving men out of the
pulpit.

The two new studies, in the United
Methodist and Episcopal churches,
found that a key source of clergyments
dissatisfaction was their low salaries,
putting a strain on their families and
their sense of effectiveness.

Other reasons mentioned: uncertain-
ty among clergymen over their roles in a
changing society, their seemingly wan-
ing influence, conflicts with church au-
thorities, and lack of encouragement
from people and church colleagues.

2 OF 13 CLERGY
ELECTED TO CONGRESS

Washingfon, D.C. (EP)-More clergy-
men than ever in America sought con-
gressional seats in the Nov. 3 elections
but most of them lost.

Of the 13 priests and ministers seek-
ing House or Senate seats, only two
won.

The Rev. Robert F. Drinan, a Jesuit
priest, was elected to the House from
Massachusetts' 8rd District. He is the
first priest ever to be elected to Con-
gress and a Democrat.

The Rev. John H. Buchanan, A Bap-
tist minister already serving in the
House of Representatives, was re-elected
in Alabama. He is a Republican.



Free Will Baptísts have three homes for
children. These ínstítutíons started as a result of
Chrístians who cared about the needs of others.
Today, these ínstitutions operate on that same
basis. They are truly.

i LABAMA FREE WILL BAPTIST
llchitdren's Home was organized in

1947 to care for boys and girls from
broken homes. During the past 17 years

over 250 children have been given a
home, schooling, spiritual guidance and
other necessities.

Free Will Baptists support the Child-
ren's Home through regular monthly
gifts.

The children and staff live in one

large two-story, 49 room building. The
boys and girls are grouped in three
different departments: The Girl's De-
partment, Little Boy's Department and
Teenage Boy's Department. Housepar-
ents live in each department to care for
the children. The houseparents are re-

sponsible for the daily care of the
children, supervising study, work and
play activities. Daily devotional periods

are conducted in each department.
Consecrated staff members are alert

to soul winning opportunities, and rare-
Iy does a child reach his teens without
having accepted Christ as Savior. The
children and staff members attend EI-

dridge Free Will Baptist Church where
regular services are conducted each

week.
Under the laws of Alabama no insti-

tution or agency may place children for
adoption without a state license which
would require a large and expensive
social service staff. None of the children
we receive are eligible for adoption
while in our care.

The Children's Home operates under
the direction of the Board of Tlustees
approved by the Alabama State Associa-

tion of Free Will Baptists. The superin-
tendent, Rev. Carlton Lambert, works
in cooperation with the Board of Tlus-
tees to see that the children are properly
cared for and surrounded with an at-
mosphere of Christian love and concern.

At present there are 46 children in
the Home. The objective of this institu-
tion is to help a child to live productive-
ly, meaningfully, and totally for Christ.
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ïHE FREE WILL BAPTIST Child.
I ,.n', Home of T\rrbeville, South

Carolina, which opened October 19,
1949, with four children, now has 35
young occupants, ranging in ages from 3

to 16. There are 19 girls and 16 boys.
The Home gives shelter to children

from any part of South Carolina or it
could give shelter to a child from any
other state. Reciprocally churches and
civic groups from all over the United
States contribute to the maintenance of
the children.

Each child may be "adoPted" or
sponsored by some organization or indi-
vidual which helps provide his clothing
and does special things for the child.
Sometimes these organizations, or
groups are out-of-state, as is the case

now, with groups in Michigan, Indiana,
Georgia, and California claiming the
privilege of helping a child.

A large vegetable garden furnishes
the table and leaves a surplus for can-

ning. A flock of 125 hens provides the
five dozen eggs needed daily, while five
milking cows give the 20 gallons of milk
consumed each day. Enough hogs are

raised to allow for 10 to 12 per year for
butchering.

The children from the Home attend
East Clarendon Public School. They
attend Horse Branch Free Will Baptist
Church as a group using their new bus
for transportation.

Reverend and Mrs. Paul J. Sheehan,
assisted by Mrs. Dora Wilson, dietician,
keep the establishment running smooth-
ly. The Home is governed by a Board of
Ttustees, consisting of nine men from
various parts of South Carolina.

The children need a recreation build-
ing. This is an urgent need, for in bad

weather they have no place to play
except their dining area. Will you pray?
God gave us a new dormitory for the
girls last year and this year a new bus.
We pray that this time next year we will
be able to say that He has given us a

recreation building.

ALABAMA HOME

Hotnes
That Care

IN 1938 PROPERTY nestled against
Ithe beautiful mountains of Greene

County, Tennessee was purchased by
Free Will Baptists of Tennessee for the
purpose of establishing an orphanage.
This property was at one time a United
Presbyterian mission school.

On May 10, 1939, the Orphanage
was dedicated and opened for child care

with Brother I. L. Stanley as the first
superintendent. The first resident of the
Home was Ttula Gunter ',^who later beì.

came Mrs. Dan Cronli. The couple has

served faithfully on the mission field in
India.

Since the beginning, the Home has

children in many walks of life, most of
whom have been a credit to the Home.
The present suþerintendent's wife lived
in the Home for ten years.

The Home carries on a full farm
program with money crops, grade A
dairy, black angus beef cattle, garden-

ing, and hog raising. The children under
the supervision of the superintendent
and houseparents operate the farm. Our
children are very activb in all phases of
school life such as music, sports, clubs,
etc. At present we have 49 children. We

expect our family to increase by three
before Christmas.

Our needs a¡e such as any family
would have need of. We have seven

cottages in which a specific number of
children live with houseparents (man
and wife). The cottages (homes) are so

arranged in the communitY that one
driving through is unaware of such a
Home being there. This type of anange-
ment helps to keep the children from
feeling institutionalized. Such things as

pots, pans, food, clothing, furniture,
appliances, and farm equipment ate out
basic needs.

However, two projects we are greatly
concerned about are trading stamps for
our ne'ff bus and good books for our
library. If you can share a book of
stamps with us or a good book it would
be greatly appreciated.
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(Continued from p.age 8)

Revelation 20:L-6 is interpreted in other ways:
Many amillennialists say the one thousand years is a
symbolic figure that begins back at the start of the
spiritual kingdom when Christ came. Others say the
period began when the Roman Empire stopped
persecuting the early New Testament church. The
book of Revelation is interpiete-d in an entirely
different way by premillennialists and_ amillennial-
ists. The point is, according to the amillennialist,
that we are right now, as believers, in the only
kingdom that ever will be, and that kingdom had its
beginning with the first coming of Christ.

Fifth, arrd finally, you can already see that the
amillennialist's system of eschatology is much sim-
pler than the premillennial system. The amillennial-
ist teaches, simply, that the next event on God's
calendar, the event that will bring the world to an
end, is the return of Christ. Like the premillennial-
ist, he also believes this will be a literal, bodily
return to earth, and that it may be very near. When
the Lord Jesus returns, says the amillennialist, all
people will be raised from the dead and they-
together with the living-will be brought before God
for final judgment.

You can see, then, that the amillennialist does
not believe in separating the resurrection into two or
more parts-like the premillennialist. He believes
there will be one general or universãl resunection
for all men, both righteous and wicked. This general
resurrection will occur, naturally, at the return of
Christ.

The amillennialist also dislikes the premillen-
nial idea that there are several judgments. He feels
that the Scripture teaches one universál or general
judgment that separates the saints and the sinners.
He believes that this is what is taught by such a
passage as Matthew 25:31-46, where we are told
that "when the son of man shall come . .. before
him shall be gathered all nations: and he shall
separate them one from another, as a shepherd
divideth his sheep from the goats. As the amillen-
nialist sees it, this is the same scene as the one
depicted in Revelation 20, at the Great White
Throne, when "the dead stand before God."

In conclusion, the point should be made that
there are Free Will Baptists who are amillennialists
and there are Free Will Baptists who are premillenni-
alists. Both positions are strong in the denomina-
tion. But both agree that Jesus is literally coming
back to earth and that His retum is imminent. So
whether v¡e agree on all prophetic details, let us all
be ready for Christ's retum.
This is part of a cassette tape on "The DOCTRINE OF LAST
THINGS." The complete study, which includes a summary
of the three millennial views, may be ordered from the
Sunday School Dept., Box 1088, Nashville, Tenn. 37202.

TENNESSEE HOME

Main Building

Staff and Children

New Dormitory for Girls

SOUTH CAROLINA HOME

Off ice
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FREE WILL BAPTIST

NEW FREE WILL BAPTIST
ASSOCIATION ORGANIZED

Organization of the new Northeast
Tennessee District Association of Free
Will Baptists was instituted at the West
View Free Will Baptist Church in Kings-
port on November 19, 1970. Five
churches requested the Tennessee State
Association meeting in Elizabethton on
November 9-11 to send a committee to
assist in the formation of the asso-
ciation. Serving on the committee were
Rev. Winston Sweeney, Chairman; Rev.
Talmadge Brown, Devotional Leader,
Rev. James Earl Raper, Presentation of
the Bible; and Clarence Phillips who led
the Prayer of Dedication.

A constitution and by-laws and na-
tional treatise were adopted. The right
hand of fellowship was extended and
officers of the association were elected
as follows:

Moderator-Eugene Minton
Assistant Moderator-J. C. Barnett
Clerk-Ray Davis
Assistant Clerk-David Luster
Tïeasurer-Junior Fields
The five churches of which this new

.association is comprised are Macedonia,
Parker's Chapel, Dry Hollow, Howard
Hill and West View. They were original-
Iy members of the Clinch Valley Asso-
ciation in Virginia, although they were
located in Tennessee. They were dis-
missed in order to organize their own
association. Because of the convenience
and geographic location involved they
plan to join the Tennessee State Asso-
ciation.

S.C. STATE ASSOCIATION
OPPOSES "GOOD NEWS
FOR MODERN MAN''

The South Carolina State Associa-
tion, meeting in Darlington, S.C. No-
vember 12 & 13, adopted unanimously
the following resolution opposing the
most recent modern language transla-
tion of the New Testament, called Good
News for Modern Man, or Today's
English Version:

Whereas,
There is much confusion among

t2

v
Bible-believing Christians across our
country today as a result of unreliable
versions or paraphrases of ihe Bible,

And whereas,
There is being widely circulated

across this state and nation a version,
called, Good News for Modern Man, or
Todøy's English Versíon (TEV) , publish-
ed by the American Bible Society,

And whereas,
There are some serious errors in

Today's'English Version that distort and
alter in some places the plain message of
the New Testament as taught in the
original language,

And whereas,
These distortions are significant in

that they deal with and attempt to
weaken the major doctrines of the
Bible, such as the deity of Christ, His
virgin birth, the blood atonement, salva-
tion by grace, and further, by omission,
addition, and/or interpretation, ignore,
weaken, or destroy such great doctrinal
concepts as repentance, propitiation,
redemption, reconciliation, justification,
righteousness,

And whereas,
These facts reveal an unfaithful-

ness to and disregard for the plenary,
verbal (whole, word for word) inspira-
tion of the Bible to which we as Free
Will Baptists ardently adhere,

And whereas,
To keep silent as we see the

perversion of. God's truth, is to be'
untrue to our divine call,

And whereas,
Our National Association, in Jack-

sonville, Florida in 1967, withdrew
from the American Bible Society as a

result of testimony given by Rev. Lon-
nie Sparks, missionary translator, of the
trend of this organization to tolerate
men on their staff who were liberal in
theology, which men sought to influ-
ence Rev, Sparks to water down or
weaken his Scripture translation in the
African Kulango language in order to
appease those who do not hold to the
fundamentals of the faith as clearly set
forth in those translations true to the
original language,

And whereas,
We, as the Apostle Paul, should be

"set for the defense of the gospel" (Phil.

1:17), and as instructed by Jude, should
"earnestly contend for the faith" (Jude
3), and as exhorted by the Apostle
Peter, should resist the devil stedfast in
the faith (I Peter 5:19),

Therefore, be it resolved that:
1. We call attention to the subtle

danger of substituting for the Word of
God any paraphråsed version or transla-
tion that is not true to the faithful
translation of that Word.

2. This body specifically and
publicly declare itself in opposition to
this translation, Good News for Modern
Man.

3. We encourage our pastors to
write their local newspapers expressing
their personal opposition to this transla-
tion.

4. We encourage our pastors to
instruct and teach their people regarding
the danger of such translations so-called,
so that they may intelligently reject
them, realizing that our duty as God's
men is not simply to comfort and edify,
but also to warn,

5. We encourage our pastors to
follow Paul's example in this, and as
they warn, also weep with concern and
compassion night and day, being sure to
maintain the right Christian, spiritual
attitude in this matter, "Therefore
watch, and remember, that for the space
of three years I ceased not to warn
everyone night and day with tears"
(Acts 20:31).

CALIFORNIA
CHRISTIAN COLLEGE
MISSIONARY CONFERENCE

Missionary conferences generally
bring to mind mediocre, stereotyped,
overused stories, from those who have
been where we have not. Yet the annual
Missionary conference at California
Christian College, held November g-11,

19?0, was an exception to this general-
ity. Wesley Calvery, Tom and Emma
Ruth Willey, Johnie Hale, and Bill Jones
were extraordinary.

With.quick, .short steps and a mag-
netically warm smile, Wesley Calvery.
missionary to Japan, identified with the
young people on campus and gained

newgfrorrt



their loving and respectful title, "the
crazy missionary." To merely state that
his missionary methods were different
and unusual would be'an understate-
ment. Unique must be employed when
his ministry is discussed. His versatility,
ranging from his autoharp and singing to
the use of his friend "Kari-Chan," was a
means of challenge and re-examination
for many students.

Enthusiasm sparked the delivery of
Tom Willey, along with his wife Emma
Buth. Combining her piano accompani-
ment, his vigorous direction and a Latin
beat, the students soon learned some
songs which invariably caused them to
smile. It did not take long for the
students to sense the bubbling enthu-
siasm with which the Willey's approach-
ed their work in Panama.

Perhaps there are many men with
more education, yet few of them could
have preached the unadulterated work
of God with as much wisdom of its
life-changing power, as did Johnie Hale,
state missionary to Redding, California.
A solemn, reverential hush fell on the
congregation as he related the miracu-
lous moving and working of Godts grace
in his own life.

Maintaining the rarity of the confer-
ence, Bill Jones, editor of Heørtbeat,
presented missions in yet another light.
Due to the fact that his work is directly
involved in communications, he aptly
and appropriately urged the students to
communicate the Word and be the
source from which the salvaüion message
may be transmitted to the unsaved
¡eceiver.

To satisfactorily describe this mis-
sionary conferenie would be a near
impossible task. It was a spirittral, emo-
tional, reviving, uniquely exciting exper-
ience.

OBC NAME CHANGE
REJECTED BY STATE OFFICIAL

The name Oklahoma Bible College
will not be changed to Tlinity College as

voted by the Oklahoma State Associa.
tion of Free \{ill Baptists at their annual
meeting in October, 1970. The rejection
of the proposed name change came
from Oklahoma Secretary of State John
Rodgers because of the similarity io the
name of another college located in
Oklahoma. That College, Tiinity Bible
College, has recently moved from the
T\rlsa area to Oklahoma City. However,

Secretary Rodgen stated that if the
governing board of Trinity Bible C,oltege
would give approval for the use of the
proposed name, he would accept the
name ehange for Oklahoma Bible Col-
lege. The governing board of Trinity
Bible College would not grant such
approval.

Tt¡is means that another name will
have to be chosen and approved by the
state body. The delay in a name change
will not affect the operation of the
College.

BIBLE CONFERENCE
SPEAKERS ANNOUNCED

Featured speakers for the Free Will
Baptist Bible College Annual Bible Con-
ference (March 14-18) will be Ben
Scott, trustee of the College and pastor
of the First Free Will Baptist Church,
Jonesboro, Arkansas; Gordon Sebastian,
pastor of Peace Free Will Baptist
Church, \[ilson, North Carolina; and
Ralph Hampton, Bible College instruc-
tor.

CAPITOL HILL HAS
SUNDAY SCHOOL REVIVAL

Keith Kenemer, Minister of Educa-
tion at Collinswood Church of Ports-
mouth, Virginia recently conducted a
one week Sunday school revival at
Capitol Hill Church in Oklahoma City.

The powerful eriangelistic preaching
of Bro. Keriemer and the work of the
Holy Spirit resulted in 64 Christians
committing their lives to be soul-
winners. In four Sundays the Sunday
school increased 45 per cent.

The pastor, Rev. Lonnie DaVault
says that this was one of the most
moving revivals ever held in Capitol Hill
Church during his 11 years as pastor.

Ted Wilbanks, Minister of Education
says, "I am convinced that every minis-
try of the church, including Sunday
school, should be proEammed to reach

ROBERT SHOCKEY
RESIGNS

Reverend Robert Shockey has resign-
ed as Field Secretary for the National
Home Mission Board. The resignation
was effective on December L6,1970.

Brother Shockey stated that after
much prayer and consideration he felt
the leadership of the Lord to return to
the pastorate. He expressed his apprecia-
tion for the opportuniiy that had been
extended to him to serve as Field
Secretary.

He has accepted the pastorate of the
Second Free Will Baptist Church in
Ashland, Kentucky.

CRAMERTON CHURCH
CELEBRATES"
.OLD FASHIONED DAY'

Sunday, October 25th, Cramerton
Flee Will Baptist Church climaxed a
month long "Fall Enlargement Cam-
paign" with everyone wearing "old
fashioned clothes and 542 attended
Sunday school.

It started October 4th. Pastor Roy
Rikard and the members of the chureh
decided they would like to see at least
500 in attendance befbre the end of the
month. The successful drive was in-
spired greatly by Sunday School Super-
intendents, Horace Shoemaker, E. W.
Owens and Wayne Smith and by Hubert
Rikard, Church TÏaining Service Super-
intendent. Not only !\'as mama seen in
great-gandmother's dress and bonnet,
but an excellent meal was spread for
everyone who brought a dutch style
lunch after the morning service.

Cramerton Free Will Baptist Church
is one of the largeÈt and fastest growing
in Gaston County. Pastor Rikard says,
"Church \ryork is like other work. People
have got to have their hearts in it and a
mind to work if it is going to proEess."

people, many people, for Jesus Christ. The Herbert Karnes family
Keith Kenemer on "Old Fashione.d Day"



Ghtisticrn
doctrine

by Leroy Forlines

The following is a continuation of last month's
outline on the doctrine of man.

IV. THE DOCTRINE OF MAN

A. The Image of God in Man
When man was created, he functioned in

keeping with the standard of God. When
man sinned, the fact t}rat He was in the
image of God was not destroyed. He still
remains a personal, rational, moral being, but
in function the image is marred. Sin has
thrown man into rebellion against God.
When a man is saved, God starts a work in
hirn that is designed to restore the full
function of the image of God in man. In the
life to come those who are saved will be
made completely into the image of Christ
(Romans 8:29).

The image of God in man is an important
truth. In Genesis 9:6 it was the basis for the
institution of capital punishment. According
to James 3:9, it makes slanderous talk
against a man a serious matter.

The image of God in man makes com-
munication between God and man possible.
Personal, rational, moral beings óan
communicate with each other. It is for this
reason that God can reveal Himself to man.

Tlichotomy
T?ichotomy is the name for the view that

tedches that man is made up of three parts:
body, soul, and spirit.

Dichotomy
This view teaches that there are only two

parts to man. One way of explaining this is
that man consists of body and soul (or
spirit.) Soul and spirit are referring to the
same part of man. Another way this is
explained is that man consists of body and
spirit. Soul does not refer to a part of man,
but to man as a person, his innermost being,
the self, and self consciousness.

D. Creationist View Of The Origin Of The
Spirit.

According to this view, God creates the
spirit (or soul and spirit) and unites it to the
body sometimes between conception and
birth.

Traducianism
This view teaches that the spirit (or soul

and spirit) are propogated by the parents just
as the body is propogated.

View of Man's Origin

1. Specral Creation
This view is based on the Biblical account

of Creation. It denies that man has an animal
ancestry. God created man from the dust of
the earth (Genesis 2:9). At the very
beginning of man's history he is seen as þeing
in the image of God. He is a rational, moral
being. He was created a sinless being. Sin in
the race results from the Fall, not man's
original nature.

2. Naturalistic Evolution
According to this view, man has an

animal ancestry. Many millions of years ago
in some way life originated out of lifeless
matter. From this low beginning there was a
gradual development to higher stages of life
until man emerged. Man was not a sinless
being at anytime. Instead of a fall, there has
been a gradual improvement in man. The
process of evolution is to eventually give to
man a better society.

3. Theistic Evolution
This is an attempt to harmonize the Bible

with evolution. It accepts evolution, but
relates God to it. Evolution is thought of as a
God-directed process. Staunch Bible be-
lievers have found this view unacceptable.
They do not believe it can be harmonized
with Scripture.

E.

F.

B.

C.
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9errrs
worLerr
by Cleo Pursell

from the
Greek New Testament

by Robert Picirilli

D3*""9,TJ:i:ilãi:åi"îîi,îä",il::ff;?J":å o3:,'.1""f#',oil"'ä,j;;l #å'î"iJi#jïi
the greatest privilege and at the same time, the asking questions, depending on the kind of answer
gleatest problems tha! !av9 come to 

""y y,of,11. they expected. In fact, in the Greek u"w r"rt"*"rrt,
u", rfff",l;ii¿åi,3åt,fttJåï'*#frïåi:iå:;ffi tili; *" rhree major rvpes or questions. one tvpe is

.litõIe did shã anticipate she would b"* õãb öo,|-" a simple request for information, like: "Are you the

The angel's urrrro,rrr""rr,"nf ,iru.'ou"r*tr"irrrirrg. president?" (you really don't know whether he is or
She was soon to become pregnant and have a baby no¡r'
boy. He was to be catled ;'thé Son of the Highest.;, A second kind of question is one that expects a

Mary reacted to her call to special service as positive ansv¡er. The asker thinks the answer will be
any of us probably would have. She felt inadequate yes: "Are you not the president?" (you think he is).
for the tremendous responsibility. She began to The third type of question expects a negative
explain why she couldn't possibly perform the task. answer. The one who asks feels the ans\ryer will be or
"Ho\M can this be, since I have no husband?"__Br¡t ought to be no: ,,you a^ïen't the president, are
the angel reassured her with these words: "The Holy yoi?" (you would find it hard to believe that he is).
Ghost will come upon thee, and the power of the
Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore also the English' we have to completely Te-word our

holy thing which shall be bom of thee sí¿ì #ääã questions to show this sort of difference, but in
the Son oî God', (Luke 1:85). Greek the matter is much simpler. A question that

Are not women today much like Mary when expects a positive anslryer is simply introduced with
selected for responsibilitiesi "Why me?" ,,r¡e írumbly the Greek wotd ouk, and one that expects a negative
say, knowing that there are others much better ansl¡i/er is introduced with the Greek word me. Both
qualified. (Sometimes this is just our way of trying of these are just negative particles in Greek, but the
to shift the task to someone else.) Then we begin to difference between them can always be counted on
enumerate all the reasons why we cannot accept the to indicate whether the asker of the question
job. No doubt there are many people who could do expects ayes or no.it better, but God has selected you. His qualifi Sometimes this is quite surprising. For exam_cations fori,i#J:iäfo";f""tfl?:i,.ri:":ü:#""rî'å 

l1::^ 
il ;d;1s,lz;-*ã have ã very inrere_sting

"\4/ith God noíhing shall be impossibú,üñ ä; qu_estion asked of Simon Peter by one of the
wilting to offer herîelf for service-,,¡enái¿ i; ;h; servant-girls during Jesus' mock trial. "Art not thou
handmaid of the Lord. Let it be to -" """or¿irrcto 

also one of this man's disciples?" The way this is
your word.¡t " worded in the King James Version, it seems she

Responding to God's call to service isn't always expected Peter to anslryer yes.
easy. Sometimes it means sacrifice. Mary almost lost As surprising as it may seem, however, the
the man she loved when she said "yes" to God. question is introduced with the Greek patticle me,
When Joseph learned of her condition he thought and so it is worded in such a way as to expect a
she had been untrue to him and was planning to negatiue answer! \ilhat she asked might better have
"put her away privily", and not *to make hõr ? Úãã; rendered this way: ,,you are not also one ofpublic example." He had a legal right to do 

:_o-l 
uld ttris man's disciples, are you?"rffe can easily see the strain that Joseph was under

until the angel revealed the truth unto him. But God --,-- -tn"t" 
are two possible explanations of why she

d¡dtaücatãoftrr"br.btem-inHi."*rrä-ï *k:9 the question that wav. one is that she was

Mary can be an example to r. *n"n we are tt^:tit 
sure Peter u)as a disciple' but knew he would

called to assume leadership responsibiliti*^.t'ãtrrår fen¡r 
it' and so asked the question tauntingly' so as

tasks within the Kingdom of dod. Even- th;;ch ;; to tease him for the answer she figured he would
feel we are not wo-rthy, or have hindrancei and have to give. The other possiblity is that she did not
problems, remernber God's power and resources are really think Peter \ryas one of Jesus' disciples, and
at our disposal when we are willing to be used. He is would have been genuinely surprised for him to
tbe great problem soluer! ansrryer yes. Personally, I prefer this latter view.

words for
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(Contínued from page 4.)

are under the blood. God spoke that
"fear not" that you may know it is well
with your soul."

Heaven's Voice

Thus over and over again through the
pages of the Old Testament and the
beginning of the New Testament we
have the record of the uttering of this
self-same \ryord, this note of hope. "Fear
not" was spoken to individuals and to
the nation, through stress and strain,
through sorro\r and through sinning. It
was always heaven's voice to earth,
always the divine approach to man;
always the word that came out of the
silence inspiring new confidence, and
enabling men to set their faces toward
the distant goal.

In the angel's declaration to the
shepherds we have the story of how it
came with new clearness, and with
profound meaning, as the angel messen-
ger interpreted the reason why he was
able to challenge the fear of the shep-
herds, by saying, "I bring you good
tidings of great joy which shall be to all
people; for there is born to you this day
in the city of David a Saviour which is
Christ the Lord." So the "Fear not" was
interpreted by the announcement which
it introduced; and it was vindicated by
the history which followed.

But how fearful we are! Fears like
spectral phantoms move in ghostly array
against our peace; national fears, social
fears, family fears, individual fears, the
fears that are born of faith. And how we
long for courage! How we have these
phantom fears that assault us, and more,
far more, how we hate our own weak
hearts for fearing.

Is there a secret of courage? Is there
a reason for confidence? k this "Fear
not" any more than a sentimental soft-
ness, of no value to men in the midst of
the human heart? Have the men of
science found an answer to this fear?
Have the philosophers anything to say
that can quiet the heart and make it
fïrm and steady and strong? Have the
statesmen any answer to the panic of
the soul? Knowledge often does but
create new fear. Statesmanship at its
best presents a clean slate, and thus
creates new fear as ïve say, "\{hat will
be written upon that slate?"

So once again the Christmas season
rolls around. This is the keynote of its
message-"Fear not." There are many
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harmonies; wonderful volumes of music
all surging and beating round the souls
of men today; but this is the chord of
the dominant from the throne of God
by mouth of angels, "Fear not." Surely
our fervent prayer should be:
O hush the noise, ye men of strife
And hear the angels sing.

reprinted from the General Baptist Mes-
senger
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CONTACT

P. 0. Bor 1088

ll¡shvillc, Tennessee 37202

Seconûclass postage paid at llashville, Tennessee

TAR GAZING is not new. But the cunent
interest in astrology (the so-called science of
predicting the future by the stars) proves

more Americans than ever are concerned about
their future.

Centuries ago scientists in the Middle East

discovered a new star. Perhaps the inspired writings
of Daniel had prepared them to look for it. God
sent the star to guide these wisemen to His Son.

They followed the star to Bethlehem where they
found the Savior-King. This experience changed

the course of their lives.
This guiding star reminds us that God works

today through various circumstances to bring
people to Christ. Perhaps a sermon' a song' a
testimony, a dying Mother's request, a miraculous
escape from death, a recovery from serious illness,

the birth of a new baby, etc. The question is

whether you will follow God's leading to Christ. If
so, your future will be characterized by joy' peace

of mind and eternal life. Jesus promrsed, "He that
believeth on me hath everlasting life." (John
6:48)x

*If you wouìd like information about how your future ean

be better than your past, write: STAR, P. O. Box 1088'
Nashville, Tennessee 37 202.

by R. Eugene Waddell


