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by Dr. Robert Picirilli

the Biblical Way

here is a crucial need for study of the Biblical doctrine of

fellowship. Many winds are abroad, blowing confusion and
disorder. Many of us are heartbroken about the distrust and suspicion
that are common today, even among good Christian people.

At the very heart of the problem is the question of fellowship.
with whom shail we fellowship? Whom must we exciude? Once upon
a time this was not a problem for Free Will Baptists, because we were
not interested in anyone's fellowship outside our ranks, nor was
anyone efse offering much fellowship to us, But now we are reaching
out, and that is good,

Only we must be sure we stay true to the standards of the Word of
God for our fellowship. There are men and movements in the worid,
all claiming to be of God — even when they contradict one another,
In the confusion, our tendency is to measure things by our subjective
feetings. But the cniy safe measuring — rod is the Bible, and this
applies as much to the matter of fetlowship as to any other matter,

THE MEANING OF FELLOWSHIP

So let us see what the Bibie says about fellowship. To begin with,
there are two basic Greek words we must note, The first is koinonia |,
which comes from a word that means ““common.” It is transiated
“followship,”” “companionship,” ''‘partnership,” and other ways in
our King James Version. The other word, metoche, is from two
wards that literally mean '"to possess together,’”

Fellowship, then, is to be defined as a state of having things in
cammon, possessing things together. The two Greek words, in all
their various farms, oceur in the New Testament a total of about 80
times. A careful study of each reference will show that there are some
seven basic tdeas that can, at times, be involved in the meaning of the
word., Sometimes one idea is more prominent, sometimes another;
but always one or the other or more than one of the following ideas
will be what is meant,

1. Sometimes the idea stressed is that o©f union, which is
obviously the closest kind of “common sharing” there is. in 2 Peter
1:4, for example, we read that we have been made "partakers of the
divine nature.” We have been brought into feflowship with the nature
of God by being brought into union with Christ.

2. At other times the idea is that of identification. Fellowship
involves a willingness t0 wear the same identify as another. For
instance, when Paui wrote sbout receiving the runaway slave with
forgiveness, he said to Philermon: "if you count me a partner, receive
fiim as mysell " What he means is: if you and | wear the same name,
you'li restore this fellow just as you would me,

3. Another aspect of the meaning of fellowship is that of
friencship. In Gaidatians 2:9, Paul speaks about ''the right hands of
fellowship.” You see, then, that warm hand-shake is based on this
meaning of feliowship. This is the friendship, the intimacy, the tove
that causes us 1o rejoice to be in one another's presence.

4. Ancther thing involved in fellowship is sympathy, which






Helping Free Will Baptist Churches
Build for the future...
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$80,000.00 CHURCH BOND ISSUE

The Bethlehem Free Will Baptist Church had its beginning 124 years ago in 1847 under the leadership of Elder W, L.
Gower. The hefore picture above was the original building and dates back over 100 years. The new building was placed
on a ten acre tract of land bordering the new Cheatham County High School on Highway 12 three miles northwest of
Ashland City, Tennessee, The new building will seat 400, with educational facilities to accomodate the congregation.
The church was dedicated May 2, 1971, Rev. George Ludwig has served the church as pastor for the past ten years.

To assist congregations in their building programs, the

National Association of Free Will Baptists established ten

years ago Executive Church Bonds, Inc., which has assisted

hundreds of churches finance new buildings through an issue

of church bonds. The above church is one example. Churches

interested in the services of Executive Church Bonds, Inc., .

should write for free information to the address listed below. Fran.CIS Boyle

Director

Executive Church Bonds, Inc.

P.O. Box 1088

NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 37202
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All Roads Lead To Nashville

Attend the National Association July 12-15

ﬁ Municipal Auditoritm, Nashville, Tennessee

Every local Free Will Baptist Church is reminded that it can have a part in decision-making
at the national level. Each local church is entitled 10 one delegate to the National Association
that meets July 12-15.

Printed below is the credentials card that each delegate should bring.

DELEGATE'S OFFICIAL CREDENTIALS

THIS CERTIFIES that.o

is a duly authorized delegate to the National Association of Free Will

Baptists from e

(Mame of church)

of .

(District Association) (City) {State)
{Only one signature is required)
Moederator or Pastor Clerk or Secretary

IMPORTANT: All delegates must present this form properly signed to
be registered. '












words for
women

Mrs. Betty Hill is the wife of Rev. Edwin L.
Hill, Asheville, N.C. She formerly served as
vice-president of the WNACG.

THE CRY OF A BROKEN WORLD

Psalms 142:4 ** I looked on my right hand, and beheld, bul
there was no man thol would know me: refuge failed me; no
man cared for my soul.”

The cry of a broken world — this is a broken world. We

need only look around us to see this, for sin, human needs,
moral degradation, and a lowering of Christian standards are
most evident, and this is what bothers me, for the spiritual
destiny of mullitudes is hanging in the balances. Shall we
close our eyes to the needs, and close our ears to the cry, or
shall we GO in the power of the Holy Spirit, and at the
command of Christ answer the cry of a broken world with
the gospel of Christ, which is the only thing that will stop the
Crv.
People everywhere are searching for love, peace, and joy.
There is a deep longing within their souls. Much of the new
generation is saying that Christianity isn’t relevant in this
day, However, man’s needs haven’t changed and neither has
God’s plan for man’s redemption changed. Could it be that
we are not the witnesses and examples we oughl to be? 'm
afraid our children and young people live in a state of
confusion, They are being brought up in a day when black is
no longer called black, and white is not called white, but
everything is a dingy gray. They look al our lives and see us
change our beliefs and our standards, and the change is not
for the better.

There was a time when anything above the knee was
considered shorts, and for the Christian who wanted to be
something for God, this was definitely out! However, our
standards have changed and many in our churches today
wear their dresses far above the knee. But God has nol
changed — He is the same yesterday, today, and forever, and
neither has His Word changed. A Christian is still told to wear
modest clothing. Before 1 was saved, 1 wore shorts, and
continued Lo wear them awhile after I was saved. Then one

Sunday morning, my Pastor, Rev. Wayne Smith, preached a
message concerning modest clothes and used this illustration
which opened my eyes about the kind of clothes 1 should
wear. He said, “If you were to walk in someone’s home and
they had a picture of Virgin Mary on the wall, sitting back
with a pair of shorts on and a cigarelte in her fingers, you
would be highly insulted and think that was a disgrace. Now
why should you have one sel of standards for Mary and
anolber for yourself? Mary had to be saved by the blood of
Christ just like you and you both hecame a child of God, so
shouldn™t you both have the same standards?” Well, I wanted
{o please Christ, so I put away my shorls. Many mothers
today will wear their own dresses at a decent length, bul let
their daughters wear the minis. They need to realize that
they have the same bodies that we do and that are no longer
Lheir “hittle” girls. They need to stop listening to the cries,
“Bul mother, everybody else is wearing their dresses short,
and we dow’t want to be different,” and exercise the voice of
authority. In the long run their children will respect them for
{his, Yes, youth slill respect the voice of love and it needs to
be used more in our homes.

The problem today is that you can’t tell the sinners from
he “sainls”. They dress the same way, go to the same places,
and talk the same way. However, if we are going to win a
hroken world to Christ, we mnust live a changed life before
them, and be different! They must see that Christ is just as
relevanl loday as He was in the days of the early church. The
problem is that Christians in the early church make us look
sick, and we must make God sick!

tHiow we need to hear the cry of a broken world and then
reach Lhem for Christ! You may ask “Well, what can we as
women do about winning our world to Christ?” We can do
the following: {1} We can begin at home by being a Christian
example Lo our family and using the voice of authority. We
cnn also pet back to having time for daily family worship. (2)
We can appoint ourselves as a committee of one to canvas the
streets in our neighborhood taking our own private religious
consus and al every home where there is no church
preference, we can leave a warm invitation to our own
church and seek to win them to Christ. (3) We can live and
speak  out for what we believe. Christians have stood on the
side-lines long enough and listened to the world. (4) We can
pray and we can give consislently to Missions for the spread
of the gospel. Now, may I ask, what are YOU doing to
answer Lhe ery of a broken world?

M
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and idolatry he lists “wilcheraft.”” The word used here and
again in Revelation 9:21; 18:23 is “PHARMAKIA™ from
which our modern word “pharmacy” is derived. According
to Thayer's Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament,
the meaning of 1his word is 1. the use or the administering of
drugs, 2. poisoning, 3. sorcery or the use of magical arls [or
deception and seduction of idolatry.

The implication is that pharmacology is a modern form of
idolatry. Drug abuse is in reality a practice of sorcery or
spiritism. Since psychedelic drugs are not used for any
medical purpose we may well conclude they are tools of
Satan. The Scriptures indicate that the people who become
enchanted by the fantastic, bizarre experiences of
mind-expanding drugs are subjecling themselves Lo demon
influence. The “drug cult” is a delusive force which has been
led astray by Lhe wiles of the wicked one.

The perplexing question is how Lo combat Lhis dreadful
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evil? 'The solution to the drug crisis is certainly not simple.
There are some things, however,that a Christian can do. We
can strengthen the moral fibers of the home and create a
loving environment where young people will feel a sense of
seeurity. The proper family relationship is important to heip
offsel 1he youthful problems of boredom, loneliness, social
alienation, and the pressure of peer groups.

Parents can become better informed aboul drugs and
{each their children the harmful effects. Factual information
and the moral evils associaled with drugs must be
emphasized, The failure to properly educate our youth on
the dangers and risks involved have led to many hooked by
ignorance,

The most important thing is to fortify our youth
spiritually, We musl be aware of Satan’s workings Lo deceive
bul we must also point young peopte to Christ, Only Christ
can pive real satislaction and purpose in life. As the spiritual
need is met young people will see the folly of a counterfeil
experience which Lhe drug phenomena offers. The root of
{he problem is not the sourch of nareotics but the heart. W













MESSAGE
rs

OQuilines
g

1. J. Blaockwelder

THE RACE SET BEFORE US
(He. 12:1)

. THIS IS A RACE THAT ALL WHO WILL MAY
RUN
Regardiess of handicaps, whatever they may be, call
of Christ is to one and all to join in this race to heaven,
{John 3:16: Rev. 22:17).
1. TIIIS IS A RACE THAT ALL WHO RUN MAY
WIN
10 matters not what one’s means, ability, or culture is,
or the tength of {ime one runs, as an heir of God and a
joint-heir with Christ, all will be rewarded. (Ro. 8:17;
Mat. 20:9, 10).
N1, THIS IS A RACE
LIFETIME TO WIN
Whether one’s race for heaven is long or short, it must
run Lo the end of life, or the race is losl forever (Mat.
24:13; Luke 23:423, 43),
IV.THIS IS A RACE THAT THE RIGHTEOUS
WILL SCARCELY WIN
The way to heaven is STRAIT, or a HARD AND
DIFFICULT way, so it requires courage and faithful
endurance by those who win (Mat. 7:13, 14; 1 Cor.
09:26, 27; 1 Pe. 4:8).
V. THIS IS A RACE WHOSE RUNNERS SHALL
RENEW THEIR STRENGTH
The longer they run this race for heaven, the greater
faith, the purer their love, the brighter their hope, and
their faith, the purer their love, the brighter their hope,
and the faster they run (Is. 40:31).

THAT WILL TAKE A

from the
Greek New Testament
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I n last month’s column a part of the very great

by Robert Picirilli

verse nine of Second Peter three was dealt
with. There the discussion centered around “God is
not willing that any should perish.” Now our
attention is turned to the last phrase: “but that all
should come to repentance.” As stated last month,
my own translation would be: “God does nol
purpose for any to perish but for ali to have room
for repentance,”

The word {ranslated “come to” is the verb
choreo. It 1s from the word choros which means a
“space” or a ‘“place”. There are three slightly
different possibilities for fitting this in Second Peter
3:9.

First, it could mean *“to give place to,” in the
sense of submitiing to, yielding to the repentance
God has commanded of men everywhere. We often
use the phrase “give place’ with this connotation in

MAY 1971

mind, as when we say we “‘gave place” to someone’s
wishes, 1f this is Peter’s meaning, we would read the
verse “God does not purpose for any to perish, but
for all to give place to (submit to) repentance.” This
would stress the idea of repentance as God’s
conunand to which he desires that all men submit.

Second, it could mean “to make a place for”, in
the wense  of making room for, opening one’s heart
Lo repentance. This would stress the idea of man’s
vesponsibilitly to make room in his life for God’s
way. I this is the right connotation, we will read
I*eter’s words this way: “God does not purpose for
any Lo perish, but for all to make room for
repentance,”

Finally, the verb may mean, here, “to have place
for”, in the sense of hauing opportunity for
repentance. If this is correct, then Peter means that
it is God’s will that all men have a God-given
opportunity for repentance. We use “room for” this
way in English, as when we speak of room for
disagreement”,

While either one of these might be the correct
inlerpretation, I am personally in favor of this last.
It seems Lo me that Peter is saying “God does not
purpose for any to perish but for all to have
apportunity for repentance.” And is it stretching
this too much to ask if it is not partly our
responsibiiity to give men this opportunity? [ ]













