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adult sons in God’s family, no longer hittle children
under a nursemaid  (see  the “tutors™ and
“governors” of 4:2)! Now we are dealt with as
full-fledged members of God’s family, His sons,
co-heirs with Jesus,

And so Jesus replaced the simple “Thou shalt
not!” with an even deeper understanding of the
meaning of the law as it is to be observed in our
hearts. And the object lessons have all been fulfilled
and are no longer needed. Now we are no more
children, but have all the privileges and
responsibilities of mature men in God’s family.
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DEMAS-
“THE DROP-OUT”

by Randy Cox

II Timothy 4:9-11a

very time a worthy goal is achieved it helps to
E strengthen  character. Experience helps me to
appreciale this fact more and more every day. However,
there is yet a course before us which will take all that extra
strength gained if we follow it through to compietion, It is
the course of faithful living and service to God. We hear
much talk today about drop-cuts and conecern is high as to
their effect on our nation morally and materially. We are
concerned about the high school and college drop-outs who
are ill-equipped to make a living in this highly technical age.
We are concerned about those who drop out of the
“establishment™ (so called) for often these individuals turn
to drugs. Sometimes they become leeches on societly, living
off the hard work of others. Very often they become a
physical disgrace. Too often they join the effort to
overthrow the government of these United States. There is,
indeed, due cause for concern.

The Bible scene hefore us in our Scripture text is one of
sadness. It tells of a far more serious kind of drop-out. It
talks about a spiritual drop-out. Second Timothy not only
gives us Paul’s glorious exit from this life but also stands as a
catalog of casualties and unveils a list of liabilities. Paul said,
Phygellus and Hermogenese (1:15} have turned away from
me; Hymenaeus and Philetus {2:17) have erred from the
truth regarding the matter of the resurrection; Alexander (I
Tim. 1:20} (IT Tim. 4:14) has done me evil and biasphemed
God. Then he said of the person with whom we will deal
extensively, “Demas hath forsaken me, having loved this
present world ...” Demas was a casuaity, a guitter, a
drop-out from the forces of God. Though he is mentioned
several times in elite spiritual company, something hoirible
happened to Demas. He yielded to the call of the old life and
left the battle for God and right,

There are many like Demas who were in the fight for God
just a short while ago. For some it may have been just a few
weeks ago, for others mavbe a few years ago. They left the
battle for God and righteousness. It couid be there is within
your heart a growing sympathy towards the call of the old
life. Maybe vou are weary of the discipline of discipleship.
Maybe vyou are growing dispusted with the financial
limitations which ioom on the horizon in your service for
God. The Devii is always looking for a loose end, a ravel in
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the cloth of your spiritual life, something that he can use in
the undoing of your effectiveness in your living for God,
Only a con(inual closeness to our loving Lord can tie down
the ravels in the cloth of our spiritual life, One thing for sure,
to heed the call of the old life is always (o lose.

When did Demas forsake Paul?

We cannot put our finger on a definile day nor on a
specific hour in a day. But we can gain understanding about
the timing of this move as we see the circumstances
prevailing in the life of God’s spiritual champion, Paul.
Regarding his circumstances he said, “The time of my
departure is at hand.” Paul was nearing the time he would
seal his testimony with his blood. He had been maligned,
mistreated and misunderstood. He had suffered shipwreck,
floggings and all sorts of abuses as he sought to follow Jesus,
whom he met on the road to Damascus., He had come
through one imprisonment and this one was to be his last. If
there would ever be a time when a man would need the
encouragement of Christian companions it would be at a
time like this. If there would ever be a time when saints of
God should present a united front in support of the
persecuted servant of God it would be a time like this. At the
time the jaws of circumstances seemed to be closing on Paul,
Demas forsook him.

The word *“‘forsaken® itself gives us insight as to the
timing of Demas’ move, I am told this word is taken from
three words which mean to abandon-down-in; to leave in a
time of preat stress. To be abandoned when things are going
well is trying enough, but to be abandoned when you are
down in pgreat stress is agony. The agony of the word
“forsaken’ is seen in the fact that Jesus used this expression
on the cross as He cried out to His Father, “My God, My
God, why hast Thou forsaken Me?” (Mark 15:34) The
weight of the anguish in this word is seen in the extent of its
effect on Jesus. His cry was the cry of an orphan. Paul did
not know the spiritual loneliness that Jesus knew but he did
experience a loneliness akin to it.

Any time is the wrong time to depart from God but the
Devil will use all the influence at his disposal to assure that
the forsaking is done when it will have the greatest adverse
effect on the work of God and the workers, Demas left Paul
when he was needed most, when the going got tough, when
the way was hard and the demands were great, But it did not
happen overnight. Long before the act, something was
already happening in the heart of Demas. Such a move
ferments in the heart before a life change is fashioned.

Why did Demas forsake God’s Way?

Well, it was not for want of lraining for he had the best
four (4) year course (63-67 AD) available to Christian
workers at the time. He was taught by Paul, the inspired
writer, the theologian who said some things that even
puzzled Peter. Demas possessed the knowiedge of right and
wrong, He knew how God worked and the kind of folk
through whom God worked. He had been trained by Paul,
the man who became all things {servant) to all men that he
might by all means save some. Paul was the man who wished
himself accursed from God if it would result in the salvation
of his brethren after the flesh. Demas was trained by this



man who brought his body under subjection lest after
preaching to others he himself should become a castaway.
Demas did his practical work with this same man.

It was not for want of Christian fellowship. In Col. 4:14
and Philemon 24 we see Demas mentionhed in elite spirifual
company. He rubbed shoulders with Paul for four years. He
traveled with the great Doctor Luke, that gracious and
sacrificial servant to God and to Paul, Luke the physician no
doubt could have set up a practice in any city and easily
become rich. In Philemon 24 Paul referred to Demas and
others as his “fellowlaborers”. Demas associated with
Christian greats, but he turned his back on it all. He lost his
fellowship with God. He turned his back on the best folks he
had ever known, Christians. These are still the best people
you and | will ever know, even though Christians are not
perfect. He turned his back on a service opportunity that
possibly would have afforded him the joy of winning
thousands to Christ. He traded Heavenly honor for shame.
Why?

The Bible is a book that tells about two worlds. First,
““this present evil world” (Gal. 1:4). This world is visible. It is
this world system alienated from God - this world’s society
estranged from the ways of God. Secondly, “the world to
come” (Mark 10:30). This is the invisible world — the world
that can only be seen through the eye of faith. Demas
“Joved” the first, The word rendered “love” in our text is the
strongest word for love in the New Testament. Paul was not
talking about the type of love which was just a friendly
flirtation, which is noted in James 4:4 as resulting in the
individual being the enemy of God. The love Demas had for
the world is a iove that indicates direction of will and
intelligent, purposeful choice, It is the world to which we are
not to be conformed. (Rom. 12:2), Love will influence our
decisions and the course of life. Demas had this kind of love
for this present evil world.

“World”, as it is used here is defined as “the thoughts and
experiences, maxims and speculations, hopes and impulses
and aims of men living alienated and apart from God.” It is
startling to see that many individuals who were once stalwart
saints now share these hopes, impulses and aims — these goals
with those who make no pretense of knowing God. It seems
to be the spirit of the age. Demas permitted the spirit of the
age to get him. Maybe the root of it was a desire for riches or
pleasure or earthly acclaim. (Demas means “popular’).
Maybe it was a general combination of ail these things.
However, it is clear that self-interest took over and Demas no
longer wanted to be associated with those like Paul. Demas’
decision was similar to that made by Lot in the Old
Testament when Lot gave up the “tent life” and decided to
put down some roots in this world, He grew tired of the
“tent life”, those desert devotions alone with God and the
life of the pilgrim, the stranger and the sojourner here,

How can I avoid the error of Demas?

I would like to make several suggestions and illustrate
them from the Word of God as to the way you can avoid the
error of Demas, First of all, keep your spiritual love life
straight. A dual spiritual love affair is always fatal. You
cannot love God and love the world simultaneously. You
cannot serve (od and be the servant of sin simultaneously.
You cannot simultaneously “love His appearing” (Il Tim.
4:8b} and love this present world (II Tim. 4:10a). Fix your
love as the Bible states, “set your affections on things
above ...” (Col. 3:2).

Second Timothy 2 implements the above principle and
shows how you can keep your spiritual love life straight and
vour affections set properly. 1. {2:4) Do not become
entangled with the affairs (business) of this life. I have
nothing but admiration for the preacher who of necessity
must make tents. Howevet, it is easier for a preacher to have
a side line today than ever before, When a material side line
begins to gnaw into our lives, too often it becomes the main
line, There are many good things that need to be done.
However, it is possible for a preacher to get so involved in
civic action that he has no time for the spiritual ministry that
solves the root problem in the hearts of men. Be careful. 2.
(2:15) “Study ...” — You will never finish studying. When
you cease proper study you shorten your own usefulness, It
will cost you in the depth of your personal life, the depth of
your ministry and the length of your usefulness in any place
God locates you. It will also tell in those to whom you
minister. Don’t use your study time for doing time. There is
much to do but you will be better equipped to do what is
needful if your life is undergirded by a conscientious study
of the Word of God. 3. {2:16) There are some things you
must ““shun”. Shun profane (that which lacks all affinity
with God) and vain (empty) babblings. To participate in such
will only result in growing ungodliness. 4. (2:22) There is a
time to “flee”, a time to run. Run away from youthful lusts.
Almost everything today from the sale of toothpaste to
T-shirts is set to arouse and exploit the lust of the flesh.
Probably more servants of God have been caught in this web
than in any other, Many have had their lives ruined because
they did not know when to run and when to stand. 5, (2:23)
There are some things that you need to “avoid”. Sidestep
foolish and ignorant questions for to be caught up in these is
only to increase strife. You will neither settle nor satisfy the
mind or heart of the inquirer if you seek to deal with a
foolish question.

Finally, remember that yours is a high calling. In the
eighteenth century the French people rose up against their
monarch Louis XVI. He, along with his wife, Marie
Antoinette, were killed at the guillotine. The ruling couple
had a son, Louis XVII, the Dauphin. The people decided to
permit the Dauphin to live, but they chose a particular fate
for him. They decided to see to it that his soul was
condemned to Hell. Therefore, they set out to defile him,
doing everything they could to degrade him and drag him
down to the gutter. They fed him garbage, clothed him in
rags and tried to teach him the filthiest and most vile
language known to man. But somehow God gave the lad
strength to withstand, On one occassion, as the people were
attempting to insure their goal, the litile lad, while resisting,
made this statement: “I will not do it, I dare not do it, I was
born to be a king and [ will not defile myself,”” Listen, dear
Christian, “unto Him that loved us and washed us from our
sins in His own blood and hath made us kings and priests
unto God and to His Father. Unto Him be glory and
dominion forever and ever. Amen”. (Rev. 1:5b-6a) When you
were saved from sin God made you a king, When you were
born into His family you were born a king. Determine today
by the grace of Ged, 1 will not defile myself, I dare not
defile myself, I was born to be a king"”, Stand true to Jesus.
Surrender your all wholly to Him and let your life count for
Him for time and eternity. Determine that by the grace of
God you will not be a casualty but rather a congquerer
through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Randy Cox, pastor in Columbus, Mississippi, and a member
of Free Will Baptist Bible College Board of Trustees,
preached this sermon at the Bikle College Baccalaureate
Services in May, 1971,
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given a set of envelopes dated for every Sunday
during the year, The envelopes were prepared with
the Sunday School report information on them,
thus they could be filled out before the individual
came to Sunday School. This saved time in the
classroom.

Every person in Sunday Schoot turns in his report
envelope with his tithe enclosed. A group of
counters prepare the deposit as the Sunday School
reports are turned in to the General Sunday School
Secretary. A stewardship educational program talkes
place by this method as each person from childhood
to adulthood comes to realize the need of bringing
his tithe envelope every Sunday. Each person who
receives a package of envelopes is asked to give
twenty-five cents to defray the cost of them, and
this helps to finance the program, The first year this
method was employed our income increased from
$36,744.88 to $47,699.12,

These additional methods have also played a part
in our financial increase: 1. A monthly mimeo-
graphed freasurer’s report, showing the budget in
one column, and the amount spent for each budget
item during the month in a second column, and the
amount spent for each budget item during the
current year in a third column, is made available to
every member. The people of the church should
never have any reason to question how their money
is spent, and if they are properly informed, they are
more willing to give, 2. Each quarter every person
who gives regularly to the church receives a Steward-
ship Report which shows exactly how much he has
given during the quarter. This report shows their
tithes as well as any designated giving they may have
done. This serves as a reminder to all our people that
they should be regular with thelr giving. You will
note that I mentioned every person gets this typed
report. We feel that it is very important to mail this
report to the children too in order that they will be
trained and made aware that God is counting on
them also. 3. Each January as people are getting
their W-2 Income Tax Forms, making New Year’s
resolutions and getting their annual Stewardship
Reports, we have our stewardship emphasis. Bulietin
inserts on giving are put in the bulletin every Sunday
during the month. Eye-level streamers are put over
many of our deorways and on bulleuin boards in our
classrooms. Attractive posters are prepared and
placed in high traffic areas of the church, such as
main entrances and auditoriums.

Tithing testimonies are given by highly respected
people in the church. These testimonies are very
important, because they let the people of the church
know that their most respected leaders are as firmly
convinced as the Pastor that tithing is God’s plan for
church support. It is a good idea to use people from
different ages and walks of life, because those in the
congregation will identify with them. When a young
father accompanied by his family, stands bhefore the
congregation, and tells how God has blessed them
when they have tithed, he will challenge other
young families to do likewise. As an elderly widow
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tells how God has blessed her throughout the many
years that she has tithed and tells how she continues
to tithe in her old age, the younger people of the
congregation determine within their hearts that they
will make their finances also count for God. As a
successful businessman in the church tells how God
has blessed his business because of regular giving, the
unsuccessful person may realize that his own failure
is due to the fact that he has robbed God. These
testimony messages should be short and to the
point, not lasting over three to five minutes. The
selection of the people to give these festimonies
should be done with extreme care. One testimony
should be given each Sunday duringthe emphasis
month. Challenging letters encouraging giving are
mailed into the homes in which the pledge card and
progress reports are enclosed. Tracts on tithing are
given to the people of the church. Only one sermon
on tithing is delivered during the January Emphasis,
and it is usually preached on the first or second
Sunday.

The direct mail prcgrams by Virgil W, Hensley &
Associates, 5343 South Joplin, Tulsa, Oklahoma
74135, and the stewardship materials provided by
Arthur Davenport Associates, Inc., P.O. Box 18545,
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73118, have played a
major part in our programs, especially the letters
prepared by Mr, Hensley.

The profit from our Day Care and Kindergarten
program goes into a building fund to be used for our
future expansion, and none of this profit is included
in the above mentioned figures. Through this pro-
gram we are able to get the gospel into nearly eighty
homes while molding these young lives by Christian
training. This also keeps the building which God ha
provided us from lying empty all week.

I have come to realize that I am cheating my
people of bountiful blessings if T do not preach
“giving” to them, My prayer is that God will use this
article to challenge other churches to give their
people an opportunity to show their real love for
God. The people at Albany are just doing what they
realize they should do, and they are happy that we
keep them reminded of this privilege and responsi-
hility. They are a wonderful group of believers, and
God is continuing to bless them as they show their
love for Him.

Rev. Charles Hollingshead is pastor of the First Free Will
Baptist Church, Albany, Georgia.
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A NOTE OF PRAISE

by Jack Paramore, Director
Development Program
Free Will Baptist Bible College

he total enrollment of Free Wili Baptist Bible College

in its first year of operation was 16. That figure
doubled in two years, doubled again in two more years, and
doubled a third time five years later. Enrollment then
remained somewhat constant until 1958 when it approached
200.

Soaring Enrollment Demands

As the enrollment grew, the demand for facilities
increased. A dwelling was purchased, then another, and
another. An auditorium was constructed and an apartment
building purchased, then another dwelling. Conditions really
weren’t too bad, though we could not compete with the
university down the street as far as our facilities were
concerned. But we got by. A wall was torn out, a partition
added, an attic renovated, a basement whitewashed. Family
bedrooms became dormitory rooms to house as many as
eight students. The whitewashed basement became the
setting for Biology, Greek, and Bible classes, Pauline Writings
was taught in the living room of a dwelling, Psychology in
the back bedroom, Music in a garage. Academic offices were
scattered hither and yon. Administrative offices occupied a
wing on the first floor of the large apartment building used
also for the library and women’s dormitory. It was piecemeal
or makeshift, but with 200 students or less we made it
somehow,

Facing The Demands
In four years, however, the enrollment leaped from 197 to
327. It suddenly became apparent that Free Will Baptist
Bible College could not go on without serious efforts to
develop adequate facilities. The college Board of Trustees,
commissioned by the denomination with the responsibility
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to direct the affairs of the denomination’s only national
college, began what ultimately amounted to four years of
earnest praver and debate on just what could and shouid be
done. What it would actually cost was anybody’s guess. They
had no similar experience from which to draw, so the figure
of $1,000,000 seemed to stand out.

In the summer of 1965 at the National Association
convening in Raleigh, North Carolina, in its annual report to
the delegation of that great assembly, the Board of Trustees
recommended that we enter a $1,000,000 development
program, Within five minutes and without one dissenting
vote, the body adopted the recommendation.

Priorities

The actual needs began to become more distinct, A
library  building, adequate classrooms, comfortable
dormitories, expanded dining facilities — these became
priorities,

Where to begin was resolved as the Lord made available a
large mansion and acecompanying grounds which adjoined
college property., With the acquisition of this mansion much
of the library need was met. There remains the addition of a
3-story wing to house 40,000 volumes. Vigorous plans were
laid for the construction of a men’s dormitory and the
academic building. Other property was secured to serve as
staff housing and additional dormitory space. Then followed
the construction of a women’s dormitory-cafeteria complex
completed in July, 1971.

Improvements Evident
Thus the campus has heen up-graded and modernized. The
academic building accommodates all classes except music.

Nine academic offices are also provided. An inspection of the *
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New Women's Dormitory

building fairly shouts its advantages over that living room or
back bedroom or basement classroom of just a few years ago.
Dormitories are heated and air conditioned with far better
lighting provided.

And now the new dining facilities with space to serve
more than 400 family-style and capable of serving 1,200 to
1,500 meals three times a day cafeteria-style eliminates the
sorely limited, over-crowded conditions we have known in
recent years.

The Job Not Finished

But even while these plans were being laid and these
buildings were being constructed, enroilment has continued
to soar. That 327 now has swelled to 500. Intellectual needs
of the student body must be given top priority, and so we
must expand our library now. Il not top priority, then
certainly a critical area of concern is the physical education.
For the most part these needs can be provided by the
construction of our Physical Education Building which will
inelude an assortment of athletic facilities, If the facilities of
our Bible College are not all we would want them to be, to
compare the present situation with that of five vears ago
leaves one wondering how we ever got by.

Who

The stale or federal governments do not pay the bill for
us. Consequently, they can exercise no control over our
educational philosophy or policy. We have chosen this course
with full knowledge that it would add to the burden of
financing the program in order to remain free to teach the
Bible and propagate the Gospel to the ends of the earth in a
way we believe will be pleasing to God.

The unconverled cannot be expected to pay the bill. Their
interests are in this world. ‘““The natural man receiveth not
the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto
him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually
discerned.” (I Cor. 2:14)

Other denominafions will not pay the bilt for us. They, of
course, are involved with their own ministries.

So the way we must do the job is to simply face the fact
that this is our responsibility. If we have a college true to
Christ, the BRible and our denominational distinctives, we
must pay the bill. No one will do it for us. Free Will Baptist

Goen Hall

Bible College is ours to either build to the glory of God or
ignore and leave to struggle with near insurmountable
obstacles.

Honest Introspection

Then, too, as we accept the responsibilily — and, for the
most part, Free Will Baptists have accepted it — we must be
honest about our strength. Our resources are not unlimited.
There are no large reservoirs of funds waiting to be
unleashed. Our churches have huilt larger and finer facilities
in recent years and we thank God for that. Many of our
leading churches, in fact nearly all of them, have heavy local
debts. More and more of our sons and daughters are
answering the call of missions and they deserve our
wholehearted support. Our funds have been tapped but not
depleted for it seems that God is replenishing the “oil and
meal” supply daily. This is as it should be for are we not
“laborers together with God™?

Yes, our resources are limited and taxed but there is
enough to do His will. There is none to waste on programs
that elevate man’s ego and exalt his intellect and ambitions.
But there will always be enough to pay the bill for the
advancement of the true cause of Christ on earth. I am
convinced that the Free Will Baptist Bible College is an
intricate and important part of that cause.

For God’s Glory

The way we must do the work then is to first make sure
that we are not developing a philosophy that is
man-centered, but rather God-centered. We must make sure
that what we are doing at Free Will Baptist Bible College is
what He wants. Then and only then are we justified in asking
His people to give sacrificially to pay the bill. And if the bill
is paid it will demand sacrifice.

So we ask His people for funds, Free Will Baptists now
scattered around the world. We ask widows on pensions,
retired ministers on pitifully small incomes, hard-working
men and women, small churches in dying areas, mission
churches, large churches with heavy debts. We ask them all to
give knowing that unless they do the work here cannot go
on, We ask by letter, through our Bulletin, through Contact.
We ask in promotional services with but a few present. We
ask our alumni. We ask thousands who have never, and may
never, see our campus.

The Thrilling Part

We ask — and vou respond. And the response has been
beyond the fondest dreams of any one as late as ten years
ago. The most thrilling part of the Development Program is
not the amount of money given but the sacrifice behind the
gifts, the warm personal story of people who give ouf of
dedication.

A young couple saving to buy furniture give $1,000 from
their funds,

A sharecropper commits himself and gives $1,000.

A saint in the sunset years of life empties a savings
account and gives war bonds amounting to the largest single
gift in the history of Free Will Baptist Bible College.

A rancher borrows against his estate and gives.

A teenapge Sunday school ¢lass works at odd jobs, sponsors
projects and gives to furnish a dormitory room.

A struggling church gives out of its building fund.

And the list could go on,

Summary
Since we have been promoting the current development
program, now less than six years, giving to the general fund
of the college has doubled and nearly $1,000,000 has been
raised for the Building Fund. From my very soul, [ praise
Him for showing us His power and undergirding us with His
abundant grace.
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Evangelism News

The National Association, when convened in Nashville on
July 12-15, adopted a recommendation by the Executive
-Secretary Rufus Coffey that Free Will Baptist Churches
observe the week of January 16.23, 1972, as Free Will
Baptist Heritage Week. Each church is urged to designate
either January 16 or January 23 as “Honor The Church”
Day. To give further emphasis to the Word of God in life and
home during the coming year it is recommended that pastors
and Sunday School teachers promote daily Bible reading by
encouraging every member to join in a Bible reading program
to “Read It Through in *72.”
The convention also designated 1972 as a year of
evangelism. The following chart shows the need of expansion
through evangelism.

Number of  Total Denominational Per capita Cooperative
churches membership  giving giving giving
1961 1974 168,706 § 331,101.00 $2.06 $47,291.00
1970 2163 186,136
1971 $1,271,5693.00 $6.79 $106,686.00
Average 21% 1937% $ 94,049.00 47.3¢ $ 5,940.00
i annuaj gain *9Q year average

O

bl 1o Attend the National NOVEMBER 10-12, 1971

SPEAKERS
Gordon Sebastian °© Keith Kenemer

EVANGELISM Wally Beebe _ Bob Followwill
. Rupert Pixley = Homer Willis

Roy Thomas Others

CONFERENCE

WOODBINE FREE WILL
BAPTIST CHURCH

Nashville, Tennessee
Reverend Richard Cordell, Host Pastor
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The
Hisfory Corner

by Mary Wischart and Robert Piairiihi

drove down the sandy Georgia road, trying to

dodge the holes and listened to Mrs, Clower
reminisce until we couid see the two buildings. One
is an L-shaped frame building. It needs paint, but
evidences of its ornamentation show that it was a
distinguished building in its day. This building,
located just across the road from Zion Free Will
Baptist Church, was the site of Zion Bible school.

The General Conference Minutes of 1930
endorsed a Bible School established at Sowhatchee,
Georgia, near Blakely. It was to open classes
September 9, 1930, The next year, the minutes
endorsed both Eureka College and Zion Bible
School. The minufes also record that Zion Bible
School held its first session with “four bright,
intelligent young men.”

The Reverend T. B. Mellette came to Georgia
from Scuth Carolina to serve as principal and
instructor at the school, At Zion Church he met a
yvoung lady who became his wife in 1934, Their
home was an apartment in that L-shaped school
building. Most of the students at Zion found room

and board with members of the community. Some,
however, did not have the money for room and
board, The Mellettes made it possible for those
students to attend by taking them into their home
and sharing their food with them,

The school attracted students from Florida,
(zeorgia, North Carolina, and Texas. Daniel and
Chester Pelt, J. B. Lovering, and W. F. McDuffy
were among the students. Mrs. Mellette recalls one
girl came from North Carolina,

By 19233 the Zion Bible School was the only
educational institution within the bounds of the
General Conference, for the coliege building at
Avyden had burned,

Zion Bible School continued until it closed its
doors in deference to Free Will Baptist Bible College
opening in Nashville, Tennessee,

Materials on Zion Bible School are lacking in the
Free Will Baptist historical collection. We are
especially interested in records of the school and
personal memories of its students, We also would
like very much to have a copy of the Free Will
Baptist League quarterly which devoted a lesson to
the story of Zion Bible School. And who were those
first four bright, intelligent young men?

MINI
MESSAGE
&

@uilines

<

I. d. Bluckwelder

THE PRODIGAL’S CONVERSION
(Luke 15:18)
I. HIS AWAKING
“And when he came to himself, he said.”

I11. HIS MEDITATION
“How many hired servants of my father’s have bread
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enough and to spare, and I perish with hunger.”
III. HIS DECISION
“T will arise and go to my father.”
IV. HIS CONFESSION
“Father, I have sinned against Heaven, and before thee.”
V. HIS RECEPTION
“His father saw him, and had compassion, and ran, and
fell on his neck, and kissed him.”

JESUS ONLY
(Mat. 17:8)

I. THEY SAW NO MAN SAVE JESUS ONLY
A. They saw Jesus and not Moses and the law.
B. They saw Jesus and not Elijah and the prophets.
C. They saw Jesus and not all three. Jesus only is
sufficient.
il. THEY WERE COMMANDED TO HEAR JESUS
ONLY
A, They were to hear Jesus as their only law-giver and
leader {Gen. 49:10).
B. They were {o hear Jesus as their own prophet (Deut.
18:15).
C. They were Lo hear Jesus as their only high priest and
king (Heb, 1:8; 7:26,27).
D. They were to hear Jesus as the only begotten Son of
God (Mat. 17:5).
IIi. WHY JESUS ONLY?
A, In Jesus only is the consummation of the law and the
prophets (Luke 16:16).
B. In Jesus only is the way, the truth, and the life (John
14:27).
C. In Jesus only is the Lamb of God Who takes away the
sin of the world (John 1:29).
D. In Jesus only is the supply of all our needs (Phil,
4:19).

il






words for
women

by June R. Critcher

it you have recently read a bock or magazine
articie with the ““woman’s touch” you may have
read several reminders of your busy, hectic schedule
== that revolves around your church, your family,
and  community affairs, Some writers suggest we
vesort to “bite sizes” in our daily study of the
Scriptures, Others suggest we pray “on the run”
because of our fast pace. The Christian woman who
equates busyness with spiritual depth grabs these
suggestions at first sight. “Ah, here is someone who
understands my needs!”” So she rubs in the ointment
and it soothes her guilt-ridden conscience,

But do the Scriptures give support to our
constant busyness? Did Jesus commend Mary for
her activity?

[ see in the Scriptures an account of God seeking
man and of God making it possible for man to have
fellowship with Him. The fact that God actually
wants our fellowship is an amazing truth. * . . . True
worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in
truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship him”
(John 4:23). God is perfect, changeless, powerful,
loving, holy. We are imperfect, constantly changing,
weak, unlovely, unholy. Yet He seeks out and
desires our companionship (Rev. 3:20).

In his booklet, My Heart — Christ’s Home, Dr.

Robert Munger imagines his heart to be a house,
with many rooms, into which he has invited Christ
as guest, When Christ first came to live in the house,
He and His young host agreed that every morning
they would meet together in the drawing room.
They enjoyed the delightful times each morning as
they talked with each other and as the Lord Jesus
explained the Scriptures, By and by the young
Christian became so involved in busyness that he
began to shorten his time with Christ, Sometimes he
would miss several days at a time.

“Then,” he says, “one morning as I rushed down
the steps past the drawing room, the door was a jar.
Looking in, [ saw a fire in the fireplace and the Lord
sitting there. Suddenly, in dismay, I thought to
myself, He was my guest. I had invited Him into my
heart! He had come as Lord of my home. And yet
here I was neglecting Him! 1 turned and went in.
With downcast glance I said, ‘Blessed Master, forgive
me. Have you been here all these mornings?’

“*Yes,” He said, ‘I told vou I would be here every
morning to meet with you.” Then I was even more
ashamed. I asked His forgiveness and He forgave me.

“He said, ‘The trouble with you is this: You have
been thinking of the Quiet Time, of the Bible study
and prayer time, as a factor in your own spiritual
progress, but you have forgotten that this hour
means something to Me also. Remember, I love you.,
I have redeemed you at a great cost. I desire your
fellowship, Now,” He said, ‘do not neglect this hour,
if only for My sake. I want your fellowship.”’

Let’s not get so busy that we leave Christ waiting
alone in the drawing room of our hearts. He wants
our fellowship This time means something to Him.

from the
Greek New Testament

by Robert Picirilli

Last month we discussed ‘“‘adoption”, a very
important word in the vocabulary of Galatians.
Equally important, in the same section of that
epistle, is the word ‘“schoolmaster”, which ocecurs in
Galatians  3:24, “wherefore the law was our
schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might
be justified by faith.”

The  word translated “schoolmaster” s
paidagogos, It is made up of two roots, the paid part
meaning a ‘‘child”, and the agogos meaning a
“guide’’. The paidagogos was not really what we
think of as a schoolmaster; the paidagogos was
someone {usually a slave} who took care of the small
child until he became old enough to watch out for
himself. Generally only the wealthy families could
afford to assign a paidagogos to look out for each
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child. The paidagogos, then, is a “child-conductor”,
a nursemaid if you please.

You see, what Paul is telling us is that the Mosaic
law was like a nursemaid, assigned to guide a little
child. The point is that God’s family, in Old
Testament times, were dealt with as little children,
and the law was over them to that end, The Old
Testament period, in the development of God’s
family, is thus compared to the period of infancy.,
And the law was given to conduct the children
safely through that period by giving the preliminary,
rudimentary, object-lesson type of instruction that
children can receive,

When you begin to teach children how to behave,
you cannot give them principles to go by; you just
tell them “no, no!” and spank their hands. The law
gave this kind of *“Thou shalt not!” instruction.
Children need ohject lessons to aid their
understanding, so the law provided for an intricate,
visible ritual involving repeated sacrifices, priestly
activity, and tabernacle worship.

But when Jesus came, it was time for adulthood!
And that brings us back to last month’s column. The
“adoption”, the son-placing, saw us established as

Continued on page 2
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FREE WILL BAPTIST

MILEY TO HILLSDALE

Lynn  Miley, son of Free Will
Baptists' only medical missionary Dr,
LaVerne Miley, with his wife Mona and
infant  daughter Michelle wil be
teaching this fall in Hillsdale Free Will
RBaptist College, Moore, Oklahoma.

Lynn has completed his work for a
Master of Arts degree at Columbia Bible
College with a major in missions, He will
be teaching missions at Hillsdale while
continuing schooling in  education
courses in preparation for missionary
service in Africa. Lynn and Mona will be
moving to  Oklahoma the first of
August, and, fto quole Lvnn, are
“locoking forward to a ministry that I
have always lelt the Lord directing me
into.”

ARIZONA PASTOR
JOINS CTS DEPARTMENT

The Rev. Malcom C. Fry has resigned
his pastorate of the First Free Will
Baptist Church in Tucson, Arizona, to
assume a new post with the Church
Training Service in Nashville. He will be
the new Director of Curriculum and
Research with the CTS Department. He
also will be responsible for developing
new curriculum and will serve as edilor
of all CTS materials,

Rev, Fry has served as pastor of the
Tucson church for seven years. During
that time the church received over 360
members inte the church, He received
his Master of Education degree from the
Universily of Avizona two vears ago. He
is listed in Who's Who in America.
Brother Fry will assume his new duties
on August 2 .
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WALK — A — THON *71

134 CTS%ers, most of them teens,
walked 15 miles on May 15 to help raise
money for the special evangelistic thrust
during the Winter Olympies in Sapporo,
Japan, February 1972. The youth were
members of churches in the Southern
District of the Cumbertand Association.

The teens first became interested in
the Sapporo campaign when missionary
Wesley  Calvery, his family and
Kari-Chan had services in this area. He
shared the possibilities and gave the
challenge. Later, the youth met with
their sponsors and decided that the
money raised {rom the 1971 Walk —a —
thon would go to the special Japanese
project. Wesley, his daughter Rebecca
and John Yasuda walked with the group
from the LaVergne Free Wili Baptist
Mission to the Natjonal Offices on
Murfreesboro Road. At the end of the
trip, everyone who walked was greeted
by Foreign Missions General Director
Reford Wilson and had refreshments
prepared hy the [loreign missions
department.

Wesley Calvery presented a carved
Hokkaido bear to Jean Picirilli, the teen
wlio had the most money pledged to her
for walking the 15 miltes. John Yasuda
autographed records made by the
family and himseil and
presented them to 15 walkers who had
$50 or more pledged to them.

The total amount of money pledged
to the walkers is expected to go over
$3,000. It will go toward the
eslablishing of a youth center in
Sapporo to provide a place of contact
between missionaries and the youth of
Japan, Wesley has participated in a very
vigorous youth ministry during his third
term in Japan. He is looking forward to
an even more productive youth ministry
during this, his fourth term. Helping
him during the spring of 1972 will be
ten students from Free Will Baptist
Bible Cecllege and a couple [rom
California Christian College. They are all
looking forward to an effecltive and
wide-reaching ministry.

Steve Ange

CHRISTIAN DAY SCHOOL.

The Woodbine Free Will Baptist
Church Nashville, Tennessee recently
announced the opening of Woodbine
Christian Academy, a private
elementary school. The school, with
classes beginning this fall, is planned to
accommodate Kindergarten through the
fourth grade this first year and
therealter will add al least one grade per
year.

Mr. Stephen M. Ange, son of Rev.
and Mrs, Joseph G. Ange, of Durham,
North Carolina, has been appointed
principal of the Academy. Mr. Ange is a
graduate of Middle Tennessee State
University  where he majored in
Psychology and teacher education and
minored in Histoyy. e attended the
I'ree Will Baptish Bible College for two
years prior to his transfer to M.T.S.U.

Mr. Ange is a native of North
Carolina, but lived most of his life and
graduated from high school in Royal
Oak, Michigan. He came to the Middie
Tennessee area in 1967 to atlend Bible
College.

A large enrollment is expected in the
Academy as many parents have given up
on the public school as a proper
environment for their child’s education.
Please pray for this endeavor that many

young children will be saved and
become fruitful Christians  and
American citizens as a result of

attending the Academy,
The Announcement was made by
Richard Cordell, pastor.

GRADUATION — CCC

May 28, 1971, marked the cul-
mination of four years of academic
dedication, spiritval growtlh and in-
dividual enlightenment for six students.
On this particulay date, Lamry E. B.

Condit, Jesse BE. Dunn, Vernon E,
Gunnels, Jr., Sandra L. Jones, G,

Clifford Mullins, and Ronald J. Young,
graduated f{rom California Christian
Coilege with mixed emotions. They
accepted their Bachelor of Science
degrees in Theology with relief [or a job
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compieted, pride for a job well-done
and fear for a job that lies ahead.
Vaiedictorian Vernon E. Gunnels, Jr,,
spoke of CCC as being a *“manna —
filling - station” for the graduating
class of 1971, Quoting Amos 8:11, he
spoke of the famine of “hearing the
words of the Lord” that exists today.
Referring to this spirituat famine, Mr.
Gunnels declared that with God’s
guidance CCC’s graduating class of ‘71
will satiate the spiritual hunger that,
prevaiis, utilizing their four years of
“manna — fitling.”

Rev. Car! Young was the
commencement speaker, taking his
message {rom Psalm 37:23a; “The steps
of a good man are ordered by the
Lord.” Exhorting the graduating class to
be watchful and a good soldier, Rev.
Young  constantly reiterated the
necessity of allowing the Lord to order
their steps.

OVER THE TOP

Nashville, Tenn. — June 1971 started
as normal as any other June. But when
Mrs, Gladys H. Sloan totalled the
receipts on June 30, it became a very
special month. During those thirly days
Free Will Baptists, without any special
drive, gave to foreign missions over
$76,000.

It was only the second time in Free
Will Baptist history that monthly
receipts have gone over the $70,000
mark. The last time was December 1969
when we received $73,000.

But it’s not the cold figure that
brought the smiles and the joy. It was
the fact that that figure represented an
interest among Free Will Baptists that
could culminate in the evangelization of
our generation within the next few
years. Free Will Baptists are showing
their concern more and more for the
people for whom Christ died.

MISSISSIPPI PASTOR DIES

The Rev. George C. Lee, Sr., pastor
of rural churches in Mississippi for
almost sixty-two years, died on July 12,
1971. Brother Lee was ordained as a
minister in August 8, 1909, at “old”
Gauley Free Will Baptist Church in
Calhoun County, Mississippi. During the
sixty-two years of his ministry Rev. Lee
pastored 17 churches. He saw at least
seven men enter the ministry under his
leadership. One of these is his own son,
George C. Lee, Jr., pastor of Donelson
Church in Nashville, Tennessee. He
preached over 5,000 sermons, baptized

over 1,000, conducted over 500
funerals, and performed over 200
weddings,

Rev. Lee, who was born May 3,
1887, was married to Miss Estelle
Whilworth, on September 19, 1909,
From this union came eight Children,
seven whom are living and active in the
work of the Lord.

CONTACT extends deepest
sympathy to the family. This faithful
servant will be missed not only by the
family but also by all who were
acquainted with this faithful minister of
the Gospel.
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FORMER MISSIONARY
ACCEPTS POST AS PRESIDENT
OF HILLSDALE COLLEGE

Mr. Bill Jones, a former missionary
to the Ivory Coast, West Africa, and a
past member of the faculty at Hillsdale
Free Will Baptist College when it was
known as Oklahoma Bible College, is
returning to that institution to assume
the role of president. Jones, an ordained
minister who pastored in his native state
of Texas prior to his departure in 1959
for Paris, France, in preparation for
missionary service, follows Dr. J. D.
O’Donnell as president of this Christian
liberal arts junior college. Dr. O’Donnell
resigned in May and has returned to the
pastorate.

The thirty-four year old Jones leaves
an administrative position with the
Foreign Missions Department of the
National Association of Free Will
Baptists, He has served as Director of
Communications for that phase of the
national work since he resigned as a
member of the College’s faculty in the
spring of 1970. He holds a Master of
Arts in Teaching degree from Oklahoma
City University and has done other
graduate work at Cklahoma University
and Dallas Theological Seminary. His
undergraduate work was completed at
Free Will Baptist Bible College,
Nashville, Tennessee, in 1957,

FBI’S J. EDGAR HOOVER
CITES HIS FAITH

MINNEAPOLIS (EP) — “For me
Jesus is a living reality. He is truly man’s
hope for joy and salvation. No matter
what problems confront me, I know
that 1 can count on our Redeemer for
strength and courage.”

In these words, J, Edgar Hoover,
director of the Federal Bureau of
Investigation (FBI), testified as to his
faith in an article in Decision magazine.

He said he grew up in a Christian
home where “my parents read the Word
of God aloud and expilained its meaning
to us children.

“They made it relevant to us so that
we could look to the Bible as a guide for
our daily lives. For me the Bible is a
constant source of inspiration and
encouragement.”’

As a young boy, Mr. Hoover said he
attended the Lutheran Church of the
Reformation, Washington, D.C., where
he went to its Sunday School, sang in
the choir and served as assistant Sunday
school superintendent,

He is now a
Presbyterian church.

World Relief Commission Aids
Pakistanis in India

The World Relief Commission is
expanding its present ministry in East
Pakistan to include refugees who are
settling in India. Famine on an
unprecedented scale is threatening
survivors of the tidal wave and civil war.

Under its disaster — relief policy of
working through evangelical
missionaries in affected areas, WRC has
forwarded an initial amount of
$2500.00 to the National Association of
Free Will Baptists, Nashville, These
funds will be channeled through their
missionaries in Bihar Province, North
India, who will serve as WRC’s
counterpart agency in that area.

The Commission will raise further
funds to assist in this emergency.

The Free Will Baptists are the third
evangelical group with which WRC is
cooperating in that part of the world.
Since the devastating tidal wave they
have supported relief and rehabilitation
efforts by Assemblies of God and
International  Christian  Fellowship
missionaries.

WRC, overseas relief arm of National
Association of Evangelicals, has recently
moved its headquarters from Long
Island City to Valley Forge, Pa,

member of a
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