

















THE FIRST SERVICE 10 be heid in the Memorial Auditorium on the campus of Free Will Baptist Bible College in 1952, finds the
late J. R. Davidson, third from left, sitting on the platform with other members of the Board of Trustees. The Reverend Melvin
Bingham, fourth from left, also recentiy went 1o be with the Lord, He diegd November 15, 1971, in Tulsa, Ckiahoma,

LONG-TIME CRUSADER FOR CHRISTIAN EDUCATION DIES

NEW BERN, N.C. — The Reverend
James R. Davidson, a faithful servant
for the cause of Christian education in
the Free Will Baptist ranks, departed
this life January 9, 1972, at the age of
73. He had retired from an actlive
ministry after forty years of serving
churches in Georgia, Tennessee, Texas,
and North Carolina.

Brother Davidson served on the
Board of Trustees for Free Will Baptist
Bible College from 1943 until 1964.
During that twenty-one year tenure, he
served as chairman, vice-chairman, and
secretary of the board.

Brother Davidson served the National
Association as assistant moderator from
1938-1944. At the 1944 meeting, he
was elected as moderator, a post he held
until 1946, He also served FWBBC as
Business Manager from 1942.1944 and
again in 1946-1947,

As chairman of the Board of
Education, Brother Davidson made the
Board’s report to the 1939 session of
the National Association at DBryan,
Texas. The following is a portion of that
report, ““The Board has at present some
very interesting propositions under
consideration. If present plans
materialize, and if the Board receives
proper support and backing from those
of you on the field, we purpose to open
school by September 1st and not later
than January first of next year, in
property acquired in the name of the
denomination.”

However, according to the national
minutes, the approval of the hody to
purchase property for a Bible sehool in
the city of Nashville, Tennessee, did not

come untjl the National Association of
1941, which convened in Drumright,
Oklahoma,

At the 1942 session in Columbus,
Mississippi, Brother Davidson opened
the report of the Board of Education
with these remarks. “So far as your
Board of Education is concerned, it is
ready to hear from you as to your will
concerning opening the Bible school this
fall. This has been our plan; however, it
is our purpose to go forward only at the
order of this body.”

At that session, the Board was
authorized to proceed with the
completion of all plans to open a Bible
school in Nashville, Tennessee, on
September 15, 1942, TFollowing this
authorization by the national body, a
motion was made and carried that the
body give a rising vote of thanks to
Reverend J. R. Davidson for his untiring
and sacrificial service as a chairman and
treasurer of the National Board of
Education, and that he be asked to lead
the body in a prayer of praise and
thanksgiving to God for this victory.
Brother Davidson requested the other
memhbers of the Board to assemble
around the aifar with him while the
prayer of thanksgiving was being
offered.

The first building acquired for use by
Free Will Baptist Bible College still bears
the name of this man who labored for
the College’s cause s0 many years.

Funeral services were conducted
January 12, 1972, at New Bern, N.C,,
by the Reverend Robert Edwards, the
Reverend L. R. Ennis, and Dr. L. C.
Johnson,

PURCHASE OF SONG
HELPS SUPPORT
STUDENT LOAN FUND

ATLANTA, GEORGIA — Friends of
the late Ray Lee may support the Ray
Lee Student Loan TIund which is
maintained at Free Will Baptist Bible
College, Nashville, Tennessee, in their
purchase of sheet music of Ray’s song
“Since Jesus Came [n.”

The music can be purchased for
$1.00 per sheet from Mr. Raymond Lee,
3113 Nottaway Court, Atlanta, Georgia
30341. The money goes into the loan
fund,

Ray was a senior at Free Will Baptist
Bible College when his untimely death
occurred in the late winter of 1966.

PASTOR'S WIFE REMAINS
IN SERIOUS CONDITION

LOS ANGELES, CALIF, — The
condition of Mrs. Wilda Farris, wife of
the Reverend Don Farris of Anchorage,
Alaska, remains serious following brain
surgery in December. She is hospitalized
at the UCLA Medical Center.

According to Mr, Farris, his wife is
about seventy per cent paralyzed on her
left side and is not able to move her left
arim. Both her speech and her vision are
impaired at this time. “Needless to say,
our hope is in God alone. The doctors
are making no predictions as to the time
required or the amount of use of the
left side she will recover.”

Mr, Farris has returned to Anchorage
to resume the pasforal duties of the
First Free Will Baptist Church and to
allow the children to continue in school.















Vacation Bible School

And The Countdown

By Eleanor Doan

Vacation Bible School!

What direction is this traditionally
highiighted summer program taking in
this decade of the seventies which is
rapidly catapulting us to Century 217

Is it gaining impetus in the church’s
Christian Education program?

Waning?

On a plateau?

Reliable data is not available to
indicate a trend in any of these
directions. Facts and feedback do
indicate, however, that like everything
else in this decade, the profile of
Vacation Bible School is changing.

Flexibility of programming ...

broadened outreach ... expendability
of tradition ... enthusiastic optimism
... family involvement ... and a new

breed of leaders. This is the emerging
profile of Vacation Bible School.

And as the profile emerges, churches
pursue it. They evidence a growing
conviction that communicating and
relating the message of God’s Word to
children and youth in today’s world
must be done with “know-how” and
with abandonment of tradition — if it is
a hindrance.

Flexibility is the keynote of change.
And the direction of change is
influenced by the church’s changing
attitude of the role of VBS in the
Church and in the community.

There is emerging concern, not only
for the Christian nurfure of the children

ABOUT THE EDITOR: Eleanor Doan is a
staff writer with Gospel Light Publications,
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in the church, but also for the spiritual
welfare of children in the community.

The urgency for broadening the
evangelistic outreach through VBS
appears to be prompted by a growing
conviction that “the end time” is at
hand. Churches are reaching out for new
ideas and are trying varied schedules and
new methods to interest parents as well
as children in the things of God and in
the fellowship of the church.

There is a shifting of emphasis from
program to people — to reach them for
Christ, to teach them, and to involve
them.

The traditional, more formal
structure of Vacation Bible School is
giving way to variations in
programming, staffing and location,

The lack of facilities and adult
leaders seem to be a challenge rather
than a deterent. Vacation Bible Schools
are held in tents, under canopies, in
trailers and vans, homes, backyards,
parks, patios and in “borrowed”
churches.

Teacher/worker recruitment has
reached into age groups from junjor
high to senior citizens. Teenagers are the
backbone of scores of Vacation Bible
Schools and have been found teachable,
capable, dependable and enthusiastic.
Youth-minded retired businessmen and
couples contribute talent and assistance
to which children and youth respond.
School teachers multiply their abilities
by training teen-age assistants and
willing but inexperienced adults. Junior
highs are effective in the handcraft and
recreation sessions, and pre-teens give
invaluable service running errands and at
refreshment time.

New ideas and innovations that are
successful stimulate greater effort and
encourage other churches. The
contagion of success is propagated from
church to church, by the sharing of
success tips which will work because
they have been worked. Many ideas are
new, some not so new. And some have
been around for a long time.* But
because they are down-to-earth and
workable, they contribute to the success
of Vacation Bible Schools in these
changing times.

Basic to a successful VBS are four
important ingredients, according to the
hundreds of success reports
enthusiastically shared.

*Optimistic willingness to conduct a
VBS regardless of problems.

*Persistent outreach to children and
youth - going where they are to reach
them, realizing they are everywhere and
increasing in population.

*Enlistment of teenagers as teachers
and helpers and the demonstration of
confidence in their abilities.

*Flexibility of VBS Curriculum
materials which make possible effective
adaptation to non-traditional
programming.,

Knowing the basic ingredients for a
successful VBS and being willing to put
new ideas to work is the first step
toward success.

In these last years approaching
Century 21, the Vacation Bible School
offers the church its greatest
opportunity in the evangelism and
Christian nurture of children.

In 1970 there were 49 million
individual reasons for this opportunity
- the U.S. pupulation of children ages 3
to 15 which is the average age span of
VBS enrollment. And this figure is
increasing at the rate of four million a
vear which will more than triple the
church’s opportunities through VBS by
Century 21!

In these countdown years and
changing profile of VBS, the
opportunities are challenging, the
responsibilities awesome . . . but success
is possible. Begin NOW! And as Century
21 approaches each year will find
millions of children and youth knowing
and serving the Lord Jesus Christ.

* %k *x % %

*UMPTEEN VBS SUCCESS TIPS by Eleanor
Doan is a new “Tips’ book containing scores
of these ideas. Published by Gospel Light
Publications 1972, Available from Christian
bookstores. A



STEWARDSHIP STUDIES

- The Stewardship
Of God The Father

By Rue Dell Smith

“It is required in stewards, that a
man be found faithful,” (1 Cor. 4:2).

When we realize that “we must all
appear before the judgement seat of
Christ,” (11 Cor. 5:10) the words “Give
an account of thy stewardship” (Luke
16:2) will become a motivating factor in
our lives, Most Christian teachers
attemplt to approach stewardship
through legalism and limit stewardship
to the payment of a tithe or a portion
of one’s income. Jesus, however, taught
His disciples that they should go beyond
the requirements of the law when He
said, “For I say unto you, That except
your righteousness shall exceed the
righteousness of the scribes and
Pharisees, ve shall in no case enter into
the kingdom of heaven,” (Matt. 5:20).

In the Scripfures the Greek word
ofkonomia was translated steward,
dispensation and economy (house
management). Jesus used this word to
signify an administrator of the property
of another.This is seen in the story of
the workers in the vineyard: it was the
steward who paid wages at the end of
the day (Matt. 20:8). In the epistles, the
Apostle Paul uses this word to denote
the responsibility entrusted to him for
the preaching of the gospel. He states,
“For if I do this thing willingly, I have a
reward: but if against my will, a
dispensation {(oikonomia or
stewardship) of the gospel is committed
to me,” {1 Cor. 9:17). The Apostle also
uses this word in pointing to the
arrangement or administration of God,
now and in the future, in relation to the
entire universe when he said “That in
the dispensation (oikonomia,
stewardship or administration) of the
fulness of times he might gather
together in one all things in Christ, both
which are in heaven, and which are in
earth; even in him:” (Eph. 1:10).

This article begins a series on the subject
of stewsrdship by the Reverend Rue Dell
Smith. Mr. Smith, who is pastor of the Purcell
Free Wil Baptist Church, Purcell, Qkishoma,
is known to many of his fellow preachers as a
Bible expositor.

The subject of stewardship will be
presented as viewed by a trinitarian. It is
my opinion that each member of the
Trinity has a stewardship function, who
in turn applies these truths to the heart
of the believer. First, we will view the
stewardship of God the Father.

I. THE STEWARDSHIP OF GOD THE
FATHER.

God is the starting point for all
Christian thought and action. He is the
eternal being from which everything has
its source, support and end. The
opening statement of the Scriptures is
“In the beginning God,” (Gen. 1:1) and
He is acknowledged as creator of all
things. On the basis of creation alone,
God is sovereign owner of all things.
Never once in the Bible does He
relinquish His claim, but states:
“Beho'd, the heaven and the heaven of
heavens is the Lord’s thy God, the earth
also, with all that thereinis,” {Deut,
10:14). It is certain there can be no
genuine sense of Christian stewardship
unless it springs from the conviction of
God’s sovereign ownership, and that He
has placed His resources under the
principles of stewardship. Although God
created the universe and is supreme
owner of all things, they had no real
value until there was someone who
needed the things He owned. So the
loving creator made man in His own
image and gave him dominion over all
things (Gen. 1:27). God could not keep
things for himself and be happy, for it
belongs to the nature of God to give,
His giving stems from His divine
attribute of love, Therefore,

A. The Source of God’s Stewardship

is Love,

Jesus expressed a basic stewardship
principle when He said, “For God so
loved the world, that He gave his only
begotten Son ...,”" (John 3:16). John
also said, “Behold, what manner of love
the Father has bestowed upon us, that
we should be called the Sons of God

.7 (1 John 3:1). It is impossible to
explain the creation apart from the fact
that creativity roots in and grows forth
from love. Behind the law of

stewardship which pervades all the
universe, and basic to it is love — love
divine, exhaustless and free. In its final
form, between Godand man, will result
a complete and unrestrained giving of
themselves, each to the other. When
Jesus said, “He that findeth his life shall
lose it: and he that loseth his life for my
sake shall find it,” (Matt. 10:39), He had
in mind the forging together of the two
personalities ... the believer and the
loving, heavenly Father, the great and
eternal steward.

To share the stewardship
responsibility then becomes the duty of
every believer or he will be out of
harmony with the Creator’s loving
purpose. James writes, *“. . . ask of God,
who giveth to all men liberally, and
upbraideth not ...” (Jas. 1:3). To give
belongs to the very nature of God. All
that a person has is given from Him, and
the consistent testimony of the Bible is
that we should be like Him in giving.

Such a view of God as a loving
steward suggests that all creation,
including man himself, is the act of
God’s stewardship, and as ereativity
comes forth from love, even so,

B. Creation is the Act of God's

Stewardship,

The Scriptures state, “In the
beginning God created the heaven and
the earth,” (Gen. 1:1), The Apostle
John wrote, “All things were madeby
him; and without him was not anything
made that was made,” (John 1:3). The
entire universe represents the free act of
a loving Steward to whose nature
belongs the forces of creation, It is the
Creator’s prerogative to determine the
nature of His creation, though man may
despise it, pollute it and destroy it.
After we have abused it, we imagine a
better world. But a better world could
not have been created, for God looked
upon it and, behold, it was very good
(Gen. 1:31).

The creative activity of God did not
cease with the original creation, in
relation to which men of science are still
discovering mysteries, wonders and
miracles. But it is extended into the
dispensation of grace of which Paul
spoke when he said, ‘“Therefore if any
man be in Christ, he is a new creature:
old things are passed away; behold, all
things are become new,” (11 Cor. 5:17).
Oh, the wonders of God’s stewardship,
that the unseen soul could experiencea
new hirth. But His wondrous power
does not cease even here for Isaiah said,
“For, behold, I create new heavens and
a new earth: and the former shall not be
remembered, nor come into mind,”

(Isaiah 65:17).
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Why
Not Be An
Engineer?

As a young man you really want to
make something of yourself, You are
interested in doing more than the
ordinary. But are you willing to put
forth the extra effort required? If so,
perhaps you should consider the 1972
Hillmont Engineer Program,

The Engineer program is provided by
the National Church Training Service
Department for young men who must
have completed at least the ninth grade.
Four highly successful Engineer
programs already have been conducted,

The Engineer program is designed to
give the participants opportunity for a
variety of learning experiences, A
portion of each day is devoted to
prayer, Bible study, music, and other
similar activities. Every participant has
daily responsibilities with regard to
maintaining the physical needs of the
group. Special work details are assigned
each day that involve the Engineer in
tasks designed to improve the camp
facilities. Ample time is given for
general recreational activities that
provide for rich social experiences.
Ciasses dealing with Bible study,
missions, and counseling are included in
the program, ‘“Throughly furnished
unto all good works” is a day by day
challenge.

A modified military approach is used
for organizational purposes in the
Engineer program. Each new participant
begins as a Private and is promoted as
certain steps in development are

reached. Returning Engineers retain
their highest rank of the previous year
and may make additional advances in
rank each year. Regular and special
brogram personnel serve as officers.
Staff members who return for more
than one year of service may also
advance in rank.

Engineers are given camp counselor
training and the opportunity to serve in
the role of counselor trainee in a camp
program for younger boys, The younger
boy’s program is conducted during the
Engineer program. Applied leadership is
an important feature of the Engineer
training program,

An attempt is made to acquaint each
Engineer with the total ministry of the
Free Will Baptist denomination. This is
done by having top level répresentatives
from each department of the National
Association share in one or more
discussion sessions. In the past, at least
one missionary has participated in the
program.

Paricipation in the National Youth
Conference has filled the fourth and
final week of each Engineer program
except in 1970. The Engineers in their
distinctive green jackets have become a
familiar sight at our National
Association. The Engineer chorus
formed each year during the first week
of training has added a great deal to the
youth conference program. The
Engineers are used in many leadership
roies throughout the conference, The
program terminates on the last day of
the National Association.

The fifth annual Hilmont Engineer
program will begin on June 18, 1972,
Three weeks will be spent at Hillmont
and will be filled with similar activities
to those described for previous years.
However, no two sessions at Hillmont
have ever been the same.

The fourth week will be a trip to the
National' Youth Conference in Fort
Worth, Texas. A day at Six Flags Qver
Texas is scheduled for the Saturday
preceding the National.

The 1972 Engineer program offers a
wonderful opportunity for young men

HILLMONT, Inc. is tocated near White Bluff, Tennessee.

who know Christ and who want to grow
in their knowledge and understanding of
discipleship. It is an opportunity for a
boy who knows what it means to stand
alone because of his commitment to
Christ to meet and fellowship with
other boys who share a similar
background of experiences. The
Engineer program is for those who are
willing to give of themselves and
sincerely desire to put Christ first.

An application for one of the
openings in the program may be
obtained by writing to the Church
Training Service Departiment. There isa
limit to the number of registrations that
can be accepted, The cost for the 1972
program is one hundred and nine-five
dollars ($195), This amount includes
transportation to the National Youth
Conference in Fort Worth, Texas, meals
and lodging at the conference, and
special activities such as the annuai
youth banquet. Each participant is
responsible for making his own
arrangements for transportation home
from Fort Worth.

Address inquiries to Samuel Johnson,
National CTS Director, P.O. Box 1088,
Nashville, Tennessee 37202, A

OTHER PROGRAMS

In addition to the Engineer
Program, Hillmont also offers a
program for the younger boys and
for both junior and senior high
girls.

The camp program for younger
boys is provided as part of the
Engineer program, This program
includes boys from grades 4
through 8. It will be held during
the week of June 25-July 1.
Engineers provide a large portion
of the leadership for the variety of
outdoor camping experiences,
Boys looking forward to becoming
Engineers are especially
encouraged to attend the boys
program. Cost for the week is
$30.

The Evangeline program is a
companion program to the
Hillmont Engineers for junior high
and senior high girls. The program
is designed with girls in mind and
includes opportunities for
outdoor camping. Special
emphasis will be given to Bible
study, child evangelism, and
handcrafts, The Evangeline
program will be held for two
weeks, July 30-August 12. Cost of
the program is $55.00.
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BANGLADESH SEEN AS
OPEN TO MISSIONARIES

NEW DELHI (EP) — The People’s
Republic of Bangladesh — the world’s
139th independent nation — intends to
be a secular country, and does not wish
to be known as a Muslim country,
according to the deputy chief of the
Bangladesh mission here,

Mr. Jayuddin told newsmen that,
although Bangladesh — formerly East
Pakistan — has ‘‘the second largest
Muslim population in the world,” the
new nation stands for ‘“‘democracy,
socialism, and equal opportunity for all,
jrrespective of religion or caste.”

About 89 per cent of Bangladesh’s
estimated 75 million people are Muslim.
Bengalis make up 60 per cent of the
population,

The new country of Bangladesh
probably will open its doors to foreign
missionaries within a few months, says
veteran missionary Dy. Fred D. Jarvis.
He said Bangladesh traditionally has
been ‘“‘a very neglected part of the
world,” having only a few foreign
missionaries for every 750,000 people.

Aid furnished to suffering people
during the recent war, he said, gave
missionaries favor with the people.

This *compilation” of church
news is to acquaint our readers
with what is happening in the
church world. The CONTACT
staff does not necessarily endorse
any of the activities reported.

religious nmewscope

BILLY GRAHAM 2ND, POPE 8TH IN “MOST ADMIRED MEN" LIST

PRINCETON, N.J. (EP) — Evangelist
Biily Graham placed second and Pope
Paul eighth in the Gallup Poll’s list of
most admired men in 1971,

President Nixon was in first place for
the third consecutive year. Mr. Graham,
also second in 1970, was not far behind
the Chiel Executive.

Premier Golda Meir ol Israel led the
list of most admired women. Mys. Mamie
Eisehower, first in 1970, was fifth this
time. Mrs. Nixon ranked second for the
second year.

New choices of most admired men
included consumer advocate Ralph
Nader, comedian Bob Hope and
Alabama's Gov. George Wallace,

Women appearing for the first time

were Martha Mitchell, wife of Attorney
General John Mitchell, and Shirley
Chisoim (D.-N.Y.).

The complete lists:

Men: President Nixon, Mr. Graham,
Sen. Edward Kennedy (D.-Mass.),
former President Lyndon Johnson, Sen.
Hubert Humphrey {(D.-Minn,), Vice
President Spiro Agnew, Mr, Nader, Pope
Paul, Mr. Hope and Gov. Wallace.

Women: Mrs. Meir, Mrs. Nixon, Mrs,
Joseph P. Kennedy, Premier Indira
Gandhi of India, Mrs. Eisenhower, Mrs,
Jacqueline Onassis, Mrs. Lady Bird
Johnson, Mrs. Mitchell, Sen, Margaret
Chase Smith (R.-Me), and Mrs,
Chisholm.

| éliﬁs'lian
. doctrine

In the previous articles it has been
pointed out that for doctrine to be
made practical it must address the total
person, Man must be considered as a
thinking, feeling, and acting ereature. In
addressing the total person, the
relationship of doetrine to the practical
issues of life must be pointed out.

Doctrine does not spell out the
details relating to the practional issues
of life, This is the work of the minister,
teacher, and the layman, Doctrine forms
the foundation for the correct answers
to the problems of life.

The ideas right and wrong, good and
bad are woven into every yard of the
fabric of life. Man cannot escape asking
questions and making judgments about
right and wrong, good and bad. No
person can ignore these questions.
People are far more concerned about
these matters than they may let on,
Evervbody feels some degree of
satisfaction when he does that which he
believes to be right or good. Everybody
feels some degree of dissatisfaction
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when he does that which he believes to
be wrong or bad.

Why does man feel so deeply about
moral issues? Christian doctrine gives
the answer. God is a holy God making
moral demands upon man. Man is a
moral creature with moral needs. Man as
created in God's image is morally
constituted. The question of right and
wrong, good and bad are built into his
innermost being. They are as real to him
as his need for air, water, and food.

The fall of man into sin has cast man
into the state of spiritual death, but it
has not taken moral concern from him,
Man finds himself in a state of conflict
and confusion, Much of that which is
wrong and bad, he wants to do. But to
call it wrong and bad, and then do it,
goes against his being. He suffers from
it.

It would simplify matters if a person
could completely forget the whole idea
of right and wrong. This would relieve
his conscience and do away with his
guilt feeling. But this solution will not

work because his very nature says no to
it. It says to him, “There is such a thing
as right and you must do it.” This leaves
man in an awful predicament. He
searches frantically for answers. He tries
to solve the probiem by changing the
labels on things, The wrong which he
wants to do he calls right, This offers
temporary relief, but it is not really
satisfactory, He must also call the right
that he does not want to do wrong. He
may satisfy himself up to a point by
twisting moral ideals to fit his behavior,
but no man can so twist the ideas of
right and wrong that they will perfectly
fit the case, He is still left with his guilt
that he cannot explain away.

It is out of this state of moral
helplessness that man has given birth to
all of the false religions of the world and
all of the confused ideas of right and
wrong. It is to this state of moral
helplessness that God has through His
Son Jesus Christ offered redemption.
Man does not need to twist and confuse
the ideas of right and wrong to meet his
needs. He needs to accept God’s
provision of forgiveness of sins and a
new life. It is the forgiven and
regenerated person who can by God’s
grace begin to take an honest look at
right and wrong, good and bad and
begin to build a life around these
principles.

We must help the sinner see his moral
helplessness and turn to Christ. We must
help the Christian learn to cope
successfully with right and wrong, good
and bad as they relate to the issues of
everyday life. A















