


“I have had cerebral palsy since birth.”

NO TIME FOR PITY!

Carolyn Martin of Seattle, Wash
ington, shares her testimony with
CONTACT readers.
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by Carolyn Martin

“AND we know that all things work
together for good to them that love
God, to them who are the calied
according to his purpose,”” {Romans
8:28). Life is a puzzle to some people,
but to Christians its pieces fit into place.
In God’s perfect timing, all the pieces
will interlock and compose a beautiful
picture. However, my life's puzzle is just
starting. Some pieces are hard to fit just
now, But | think it would be good to
take a look at the incomplete picture.

| have had cerebral palsy since birth.
Cerebral palsy, in my case, was a result
of the lack of oxygen immediately after
birth. In my case, it affects my total
body and the speech mechanism in the
brain. | have difficulty walking and in
using a wheelchair. My speech is
classified as a severe defect,

| believe that Ged ordained that |
should be handicapped. To the average
person, who has compiete controf of his
body, this may seem like a strange
statement to make. It took me some
time to realize and accept it, but once §
did, things have been proven to me that
Ged, in His infinite wisdom, aliowed it
to be so.

I would like to share my testimony. |
lived in Anchorage, Alaska, and that is
where my story begins. Because my
parents ran out of funds for another
year at the expensive boarding school
for handicapped children, | was enrolled
in public schcol under the special
education pregram. In public school, |
felt insecure and alome because | was
accustomed to being accepted as a part
of a group and thought nothing of my
limitations. We all had some type of a
handicap at the boarding school.
Shortty, | found a girl who had

difficulty walking and we struck up a
friendship. Cne day she invited me to
church.

Since | was attending church aiready,
| did not feet the need to go to another
church. But something was wrong — |
often felt alone — | was not a part of it.
| knew that in my heart | was just
hungsy to beiong and to be & person,
not just a name on the rcll. After some
time, | wanted to go to my girl friend’s
church because she teld me about the
peopie there — besides, she would be
there, 100,

My Mother said that she weuld take
me if 1 really wanted to go visit my
girifriend’s church. The next Sunday
morning the Reverend Lee Whaley
called at our home and asked if he could
be of any assistance because he
understood that | was in a wheelchair.
The fact that he seemed to care realiy
impressed me. | was ever more anxious
to meet the church people who were
concerned about persons unknown to
them. After he left, Mother got me up
and took me to church,

I do not remember very much about
the service since it was eleven years ago.
But one thing that will always stand out
in my mind was the touch of Sister
Whaley's hands — | felt real love in them.
She tried to talk to me and asked me if |
enjoyed the service, | said to myself, I
realty like that lady."”

Weeks passed and | found myself
enrolled in Sunday schoo!l and in the
evening training hour. No matter what
the weather condition was, Brother
Whaley drove up the steep hill at my
home to pick me up for church. Mrs.
Whaley visited in my heme and found
that | had been placed in the Junior
Department when | was supposed to
pe with the teenagers because | was



fourteen. Mrs. Whaley was teaching this
group both in the morning and evenings.
Sometime later, she said she was not
satisfied with the class results. Since |
did not talk, it was very difficult for her
to know if she was getting through to
me. One evening, she spent an entire
hour trying to get me to say a Bible
verse. She told me that she knew { could
talk because she heard me talking at
home,

The thought kept passing through
my mind that | had better learn the
verse because she knew that | could do
it., The better she learned my
capabilities, the stricter she was with
me. She broke me of the habit of my
saying, ‘I cant do it,'" explaining that
the statement would not get me
anywhere with her or with anyone else
who was trying to help me. | learned the
verse and could say it within the hour.
The verse was Matthew 7:7 which she
expected me to be able to say the
following week, She surely lavished the
praise on me whenever | tried to do
what she expected of me.

Mrs, Whaley had a very difficult time
understanding me. She knew what | was
saying when | was guoting the memory
verses to her because she could tell by
my mouth movements whether or not |
had the right words. But as for general
conversation, she could not understand
anything that | said. This was a great
trial for her because she wanted so
much to have me tatk with her. Finally
an idea struck me. In boarding school, a
spelliing board was used when the
chiidren could not speak distinctly. |
still do not know how | did it, but | got
across to Mrs. Whaley what | wanted.
She got some paper, printed the
alphabet, and we were in business. |
could point to the letters and spell the
words to convey my thoughts to her.
This was a relief to her but it took her
about ten minutes to get a sentence
from me. That was frustrating for both
of us at times. {I still use a spelling
board with those friends who have the
same problem. | can get them to
understand me but they may not be

“It would be a very poor testimony
for the Lord if I just sat back
and did not fight with the odds.”

able to catch a word or a phrase. 1t is
easier to spell a word than spending
fifteen minutes trying to convey a single
word and lose the jest of our
conversation.)

in  vacation Bible school, Mrs.
Whaley taught who God was, and that
He loved and cared for each of us. This
was something new — no one had ever
told me before that God loved me and
that Jesus died for me because He loved
me.

That was amazing! | guess it had
never occurred to anyone that | did not
know that Christ died for my sins and
that if | believed, | could belong to God.
After hearing the Gospel, | accepted
Jesus as my Savior. | embarked on a
journey - a journey that has led me
through troubled waters and along
stony pathways, but always with the
assurance that God is with me.

As in a new Christian's life, the
adversary comes up with a negative
thought. My case was no different. He
filled my mind with the thought that if
God truly loved me, then why did He
give me a useless body? | came up with
my own weird answer. [ was
handicapped because the devil caused it;
therefore, | could not serve God in my
condition. lt took some deoing to
straighten out that thinking. Mors,
Whaley was able to correct my thinking
with the Bible, her God-given wisdom,
and much prayer. {Now that | look
back, | can see that Mrs, Whaley must
have had the patience of Job!)

Time, like a marching army, moves
on. The Whaleys had to leave Alaska
due to Mrs. Whaley’s illness, | finaily
had to leave junior high school as 1 was
not able to get around to classes on my
own. It was agreed that.l should be
placed in the public school under the
direction of the Crippled Children's

“Although math is not my thing,
it is very challenging to try and
do it on my typewriter.”

School in Anchorage because | badly
needed therapy. They could care for me
better in that situation than in a regular
classroom.

Still, 1 needed so much more, | was
becoming a vegetable without the lack
of proper stimulation, The doctors and
therapists said that | needed to be in a
sheltered workshop. So months later, |
came to Seattle.

Today, at twenty-five, | am living
here in Seattle in a very lovely nursing
home with many other handicapped
voung people. The majority of the
young people here go to the United
Cerebral Palsy Center. The Center is a
sheltered workshop that provides work
for many handicapped adults and is a
very interesting place to work. | do
various simple jobs and have the
satisfaction of earning my own pocket
money. The wage scale is geared to our
productivity. | make 15¢ an hour which
amounts to approximately five dollars
every two weeks,

One of the main jobs in our work
area is cleaning glassene envelopes for
the Boeing Aircraft Company. These big
envelopes -are used for job orders and
are apparently taped to the work
projects with instructions secured
inside. They are certainly a filthy mess
when they come into the shop. We
clean, remove staples, pick tape and
stack. {You have heard of a cotton
picker — 1 am a tape pickerl} We also
have a job for the Universal Paper
Company putting clips into folders that
are used in doctors’ offices. We also bag
candy for Halloween and stuff stockings
for Chrisimas to sell for the workshop,
There are various other jobs in our
department but these are the ones with
which { am most involved,

In addition to working, the Center
provides therapies and other activites
such as crafts, ceramics, and a
developmental program, Although | feel
that my handicap was in God's plan, §
feel very strongly that it is very
important to develop my body and
mind to its fullest capability and not to
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NO TIME FOR PITY . ..
{continued)

compiletely accept myself until | have
tried very hard to do the things that the
teachers, therapists, and job supervisors
ask of me, It would be a very poor
testimony for the Lord if { just sat back
and did not fight with the odds. 1tis a
difficult idea to explain, but | accept
the things that | cannot change, yet |
will not accept anything that | have not
personally proven to myself to be
beyond my capabitities.

We have a classroom with the teacher
being provided by the public school
department. Some of us had such a hard
time during our normal school years
with learning skills taken for granted by
the non-handicaps. For some of us, it
was impossible to continue in school
such as was my case. Therefore, the
schaoolroom is an informal learning
situation. We are often allowed to go at
our own speed or we have classes where
we can share our learning experiences.
One may be doing college math to
better himself in his job or a person may
be just beginning to learn the value
systemn of money. This is what makes
working at the shop interesting; there
are so many varied types of people and
we ali seem to be able to accept each
other.

“I feel that my
handicap was in
God’splan . ..”

As for me, | am trying to get nine
more credits to graduate. Aithough
math is not my thing, it is very
chatlenging to try and do it on my
typewriter. (1 cannot write legible.) 1tis
great fun trying to do long division on
the typewriter. Try it sometime and see
how frustrating it is; but it is a great
patience builder,

Before Sister Whaley left she planted
a seed in my heart as the means by
which | couid fulfill my desire to serve
the Lord. That seed was the idea that |
could write. Although it has been a hard
task to pursue, | am slowly making
progress, | have had some of my works
published and a poem read on the radio.
So, | have seen some fruits of my iabors
for which § praise the Lord. The greatest
thought that { can get on paper is that
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God cares and joves us no matter what
we are. | feel that writing is my life’s
ministry and | have dedicated my life to
writing. | know my writings will never
be numbered among the greats in
Christian literature, but if they can
cause one pesson to think about God
and come to Him, then my labors are
worth while. God CARES — this is the
very core of my life, the reason that | go
to school, have a job, and take therapy
to better myself, This is the reason | live
life as | do, so others may see life is
worth living. | KNOW GOD DOES
CARE for me and is going to continue
to care for me throughout my life.

My testimony wouid be a complete
falsehood if | jed you to betieve that my
{ife was full and running over with peace
and joy and all that “"not a cloud in the
sky’’ jazz, because this is not the truth.
Sometimes life can get weary and | get
very discouraged. But when | get
depressed, | must be honest and say
with the Apostie Pautl that |, too, want
“to press towards the mark of the high
calling of God.” At times, | really have
to Dbattle with myself for reassurance
that to give up now would be crazy.
Besices, it is out of the guestion. Jesus
never gave up His mission on earth and
neither am 1. The tempter comes to me,
just as he did to Jesus on the lonely
mountain, with many things to try to
get me off God’s perfect course for my
life. But, always | am abie to guocte a
Scripture verse or to remember a Bible
principle to chase away a negative idea.

b want to pay tribute to my many
friends and to the dedicated peopie who
are helping me to fit the pieces of my
life’'s puzzle together into a pattern
more pleasing to God, Without God and
these, my friends, the pieces would
remain mixed up and stored away. My
friends do many things for me, but the
greatest of these is their love and
concern toward me. Nearly every week
someone is here to see if | need
anything or just to talk to me and
inquire if 1 am getting atong okay. |
would like to especially thank the
Reverend Lloyd Plunkett, pastor of The
First Free Will Baptist Church of Seattle
where 1 am a member, and his wife, who
refused to let me give up during those
difficult months when 1 first arrived in
Seattle to make my own life. There are
many others who are truly great people
that have helped me to become more
fike what God planned my life to be. 1
would like to thank them all! A

OUR_»
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COMMENT

Dear Gene:

I am not much for writing “‘fan
mail,”” but I just finished reading the
January isste of CONTACT from
cover fo cover, and was so pleased
with the improvements that have
been made . . .

I have felt for some fime that
CONTACT was not accomplishing
what [ thought it should: thal of
being a real spiritual tie belween
our denominational headquarters
and the Free Will Baptist layman’s
home, I feel that this current issue
does o good Job of that . . . Keep
up the good work.

Sincerely,

Andy W. Lay

Joplin, Missouri

Dear Brother Workman:

[ appreciated the January
issue of CONTACT. The articles
were interesting, informaltive
and timely. I belicve our pecple
will respond favorably to arti-
cles written by our own Free Will
Baptist pastors and laymen. God
bless your continued work,

Sincerely,

Genevieve J. Waddell

Nashuville, Tenn.

Dear Gene:

The January issue of CONTACT
arrived . . . CONTACT has some zip
in it now . .. Be assured of our
prayers for you.

Sincerely,

Jack Williams, Dean

California Christian College

Fresno, California

Dear Gene:

January's CONTACT has arrived.
1 like the different grain of paper . . .
I'm sure CONTACT will become
much improved. Our prayers are with
YOou.

In Him,

Delma Gunnels

Visalia, Calif.

Dear Sir:

Please send me the subscription
to CONTACT magazine. If sure is a
blessing to read.

Yours truly,

Coy I. Cockrum

Benton, Il































It is evident [rom the reading of
Ephestans 1:9,10 that redemption was
in the mind of God in the far distant
past. Though it is impossible Lo discover
the details of that plan, it is certain that
the course ol the ages with itls
redemptive purpose is committed to the
Sor for fuilfillment, The Scriptures
clearly indicate that the stewardship of
God the Father has been committed to
the second person of the Trinity, the
Lord Jesus Christ, for fulfillment. When
in the far reaches of the past, God
pianned the creation of the worid and
man, He did so in connection with His
Son, the revealed Steward of the
Father’s will. This is clearty expressed in
the text. “Having made known unto us
the mystery of His will, according to His
good pleasure which He hath purposed
in Himself: That in the dispensation of
the fuliness of times He might gather
together in one all things in Christ, both
which are i heaven, and which are on
earth; even in him:” (Ephesians 1:9-10},

If it can be established that Chirst is
the great Steward or administrator of
the purpose of God and if believers are
declared to be so united with Him as to
be described as “in Christ,” (Ephesians
1:3) and “Chyist in You,"” (Col. 1:27),
then it follows that all believers are
called upen to be partners with Him in
the execution of His purpose.

1. STEWARDSHIP OF GOD THE
SON

As we view the stewardship of the
Son as an administrator of the will and
purpose of the Father, we find that
although the Father is the Creator of all
things, the Son is the Agent of His
creation.

A, GOD THE SON: The Agent of
Creation

In the scriptures great significance is
ascribed to the creative activity of
Christ. In the Pauline formula of faith,
Paul stated, “But to us there is but one
God, the Father, of whom are all things,
and we in Him; and one Lord Jesus
Christ, by whom are all things, and we
by him,” {I Cor. 8:6). From the reading
of these Scriptures we can easily
understand that God creafed all things
by or through the agency of His Son.

Creation is viewed here as the
mediatorial work of Chyist. Though the
functions of the Father and the Son are
not separated, as in the later creeds of
the Church, it is apparent that Christ is
the Agent of the entire creation. In the
great cosmic chapters {(John 1, Col. 1,

ABOUT THE AUTHOR:

The Reverend Smith is pastor of the
Purcell Free Will Baptist Church, Purcelf,
Oktahoma. He attended Oklahoma Bible
College and has most recently pursued his
education at Oklahoma University,
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STEWARDSHIP STUDIES

The Stewardship
Of God The Son

The Second In A Series
By Rue Dell Smith

Hebrews 1} Jesus is set forth as the
source, support, and end of the entirve
cosmic process. John writes of His
creative agency in this way: “All things
were made by him; and without him
was not anything made that was made,”
(John 1:3). The Apostle Paul is more
emphatic in his declaration when he
says, “For hy him were all things
created, thal are in heaven, and thal are
in earth, visible and invisible, whether
they be thrones, or dominions, or
principalities, or powers: all things were
created by him, and for him: And he is
before all things, and by him all things
consist,” (Col. 1:16-17).

From the Biblical point of view,
creation is regarded in the light of the
eternal Word who was “made flesh,”
(John 1:14) for the fulfillment of His
stewardship purpose: ‘. . . lo reconcile
all things unto himseif;... whether
they be things in earth, or things in
heaven,” (Cel. 1:20).

Here a full discussion of creation
would be in order, however, it is not
necessary for the purpose of this study.
It is sufficient to point out that as
Redeemer, Creator, and Lord, Christ is
the Steward of the entire purpose of the
Father in the world. As
Creator-Redeemer, Calvary is also a
creation; in fact, a new creation (Il Cor.
5:17-21). As Creator-Redeemer-Loxd,
He is not only restoring man to his
righiful place with God, but He will-alse
bring about the Creation of a new
heaven and a new ecarth, (Col. 3:10,
Rom. 8:18-21, Col. 1:15,20},

In the relation of Christ to Creation,
a significant factor in stewardship is
seen. FFor if the life of Sonship is to be
realized in the believer, then the
believer’s attitude toward the material
things of creation will be that of a
consecrated partnership with Christ in
their use. The believer will conceive of
himsell as the very embodiment of the
incarnate Christ for the carrying
forward into buman experience and

history all of God’s plan, which includes
all of creation under the Lordship of
Christ.

We can understand now, with little
difficulty, that the Father has
committed to the Son the
administration of His stewardship
purpose, Although the Creation is an act
of God’s stewardship, the Son is the
agency of that creation. And although
redemptlion is the plan of God’s
stewardship, the Son is the Mediator of
that redemption.

B. GOD THE SON: The Mediator of
Redemption

In the Scriptures, the redemptive
work and the creative agency of the Son
are almost inseparable. The writer of the
book of Hebrews declares that God
“Hath in these last days spoken unto us
by his Son, whom he hath appointed
heir of all things, by whom also he made
the worlds; Who being the brightness of
his glory, and the express image of his
person, and upholding ali things by the
word of his power, when he had by
himself purged our sins, sat down on the
right hand of the Majesty on high;”
(Heb. 1:2,3). Though the redemptive
agency and the creative agency are here
linked together, God was under no
obligation to redeemn man on the hasis
of Creation alone. Redemption was and
is an impulse of God’s love.” For God
s0 loved the world, that he gave his only
begotten son...,” (John 3:18). The
Apostle Paul taught Timothy of the
stewardship of the Sen as Mediator of
redemption when he wrote, “For there
is one God, and one mediater hetween
God and men, the man Christ Jesus,
Who gave himself a ransom for all, to be
testified in due time,” (I Timeothy
2:5-6). Therefore, redemption, the plan
of God’s stewardship, could be realized
only as the Son fulfilled His role as
administrator. This He did through the
offering of Himself to purchase a world
sold under sin, and so became the
mediator of the new covenant. We are
told in the book of Hebrews, “And for



this cause he is the mediator of the new
testament, that by means of death, for
the redemption of transgressions that
were under the first {estament, they
which are called might receive the
promise of eternal inheritance,” (9:15).

On the basis of Christ’s work in
redemption, Christian stewardship is
deduced. It will be seen that because of
the believers union with Christ through
faith, which makes operative the
dynamic power of God in his life (Rom.
1:16-17), the believer is drawn into such
a vital, personal fellowship with the
Savior that he becomes the channel
through which God projects His
redemptive plan into the present age for
fulfillment.

As God’s plan of Redemption is
projected to us for fulfiliment through
Christ, the Lordship of Christ over time
and history becomes real and
meaningful. Because of His present reign
in our lives, we are given an
interpretation of time and history that
throws light upon the entire course of
redemptive history, and with this light
comes the realization that Christ is Lord
of both time and history.

C. GOD THE SON: The Lord of
Time and History

Because Christ is ILord, Christians
have “ ... the substance of things
hoped for, . ..” (Hebrews 11:1) as they
possess unwavering faith in Christ’s
mediatorial work in the past. This
revelation is referred to as a stewardship
or oikonomia of “the mystery which
hath been hid from ages and from
generations, but now is made manifest
to his saints:’’ (Col. 1:28).
Consequently, the work of Christ is the
determining factor of all time and
history.

Because Christ is the Steward of all
time and history, He can announce the
Kingdom of God as “already come,”
(Matt. 3:2); Satan may be seen as fallen
“like lightning from heaven,” (Luke
10:18); and demons may cry out,
“...What have we to do with thee,
Jesus, thou Son of God? art thou come
hither to torment us hefore the time?”
(Matt. 8:29).

The Scriptures clearly reveal Jesus as
the Steward of the Father’s Will, This is
realized in the incarnate Word, who is
the agent of creation, in the sacrifice of
the Son the Mediator of redemption,
and in the exalted Christ the Lord of ali
time and history. This Lordship strips
away all boundries from His redemptive
activity, reaching into the distant past
and extending into eternity. Jesus is
seen as “a Lamb slain from the
foundations of the world,” (Rev. 13:8)
and as the one who “ |, | hast redeemed
us to God by thy blood out of every

kindred, and tongue, and people, and
nation;” (Rev. 5:8), who secured

redemption for all in the past, present

and future by the sacrifice of himself,

The writer of Hebrews spoke of the
failure of the priesthood and the success
of Christ, when he wrote “And every
priest standeth daily ministering and
offering oftentimes the same sacrifices,
which can never take away sins: But this
man, after he had offered one sacrifice
for sins for ever, sat down on the right
hand of God;”’ (Hebrews 10:11-12), The
Stewardship activity of the Son is then
unlimited: not bound by the past,
operative in the present, and unhindered
by the future.

The Lord of time and history will
complete His work in the end of time,
The Apostle Paul speaks of the Son
once again delivering the Kingdom
which He has purchased to the Father.

Paul wrote, “Then cometh the end,
when he shall have delivered up the
kingdom to God, even the Father; when
he shall have put down all rule and all
authority and power,” (I Cor. 15:24).

The importance of these facts for
stewardship are apparent. From the
doctrine of redemption, the believer
derives his union with Christ and this
makes operative the dynamic power in
his iife, From the doctrine of creation,
the believer derives a new aititude
toward material things, an attitude of
partnership with Christ in their use.
From the doctrine of Christ’s Lordship
of time and history, the believer derives
his stewardship of time, We understand
from these three doctrines that we have
been allotted a period of time for the
fulfillment of God’s purpose in the
world, A

It was pointed out in the last
installment on ‘‘Making Doctrine
Practical” that inan is a nioral creature.
As a fallen creature, he is in a state of
moral conflict and confusion, He stands
in need of forgiveness of sins and a deep
moral transformation.

The conversion experience gives to
the believer forgiveness of sin and a
change of attitude toward sin. It is
important to realize that the conversion
experience is the beginning not the end
of man’s moral fransformation.
Regeneration puts one in a condition to
grow morally. It does not immediately
place a person into the state of moral
perfection. The new Christian needs to
grow morally both in knowledge and
experience.

We often hear the admonition, “Let’s
not be too negative.” There is some
truth in the admonition. There is more
to Christianity than a list of don'ts, We
must never fall into the trap of
constantly being negative. However,
there is great danger if we play down
too much the idea of being negative,

Christianity is at its very heart
“anti-sin.”” The doctrine of redemption
makes this very clear. Try to define
redemption or Redeemer without using
the word sin or its equivalent. You
cannot. Where does the necessity of
redemption lie? It lies in the fact that
man is a sinner and condemned for his
sin to an eternal hell, God hates sin. He
will not tolerate it.

What is the aim of redemption? The
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Free Will Baptist Bible College

basic aim of redemption is to do
something about sin, It is to take people
who are sinners and make them holy.
We still have internal difficulties that
create problems for us in our growth in
holiness.

The obligation to fight sin is built
into the very nature of redemption. We
need to be negative. We need to fight
sin. Yes, we need to be positive. Our
main obligation in being positive is to be
holy and stand for holiness.

It is not enough just to believe that
there is such a thing as sin and that it is
wrong. It must be seen for its true
seriousness. It takes a serious view of sin
to support the idea that God hates sin
so much that He has provided a hell for
sinners. Yet, such a view of sin is a must
for the very existence of Christianity,
Why? There would be no cross where
Jesus paid the penalty for sin if God did
not hate sin. The idea that Jesus took
the sinner’s place on the cross and
suffered as much on the cross as sinners
will suffer in hell requires a very serious
view of sin.

Once we see the truth about
redemption, sin, and holiness, it follows
as logically that redemption is designed
to do away with sin as it does that light
dispels darkness. Where darkness stands
uncongquered, there is no light. Where
sin is not being conquered, there is no
redemption,

Moral development is at the very
heart of the Christian’s responsibility.
We dare not take sin lightly, A
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40,000 MEMBERSHIP LOSS
REPORTED BY DISCIPLES
OF CHRIST

INDIANAPOLIS {EP) — Membership
in the Christian Church (Disciples of
Christ) in the U.8. and Canada dropped
nearly 40,000 helween the 1970 and
1271 reporting periods.

The new total — to be carried in the
denomination’s 1972 Yeathook — is
1,391,210, as compared to 1,429,367 in
the 1971 book.

Despite the decrease, 57,103 persons
joined the Church in the 1970-71
statistical year through Dbapiism or
transfer from other churches,

‘“*Decrease in membership is
accounted for in large part by the
withdrawal of marginal churches,” said
Dr. Geeorge E. Owen, Yearbook editor.

He deseribed “marginal churches' as
those which are ‘“‘uninformed,
unconcerned, unrelated and/or
uncommitted to cooperative and
interdenominationat work.”

This ‘“‘compilation” of church
news is Lo acquaint our readers
with what is happening in the
church world. The CONTACT
staflf does not necessarily endorse
any of the activities reported.

religious mewscope

YOUNG ADDICT DIES AFTER WRITING “KING HEROIN PSALM"

REIDSVILLE, N.C. (EP) — A tragie,
twisted rewording of the 23rd Psalm
was found in a closed car here beside a
dead heroin addict. She was 23.

Senator Sam J. Ervin, Jr. of North
Carolina inserted the dead girl’s message
in the Congressional Record:

“King Heroin is my shepherd, I shall
atways want. He maketh me to lie down
in the gutteys,

“He leadeth me beside the troubled
waters, He destroyeth my soul.

“He leadeth me in the paths of
wickedness.

In John 8:12, Jesus said, 1 am the
light of the world: he that followeth me
shall not walk in darkness, but shail
have the light of life.”’

More than anything else a Christian
should want to please God. To know
how to please Him, one must know
Him, have faith in Him and want to
obey Him. God never telts us what to do
without telling us how to do it
Sometimes He speaks directly tous ina
still small voice, but more often He will
speak through His Word. Daily prayerfui
reading will reveal His will. Some of the
ways, found in His Word, to please Him
are to walk worthy of God, hanestly, in
wisdom, worthy of our vocation,
humbly, in love, in good works,
circumspectly, and in fellowship with
Him.

We will make mistakes and we will
not always remember to walk as we
should. But He will be patient and as we
trust Him and obey Him, we wil} learn
to walk pleasingly and perfectly before
Him.

Every day brings opportunities that
allows gach of us to show that Christ is
ours and we are His. In my personal life,

words for
women

By Joyce Farmer

t find each day a new venture. Upon
arising | thank God for another day to
be alive. 1 thank Him for my precious
family, for my Christian colleagues with
whom 1 spend my working days, for the
patrons | meet each day, living souls,
some in search of life and peace, others
who have already found this peace
through Christ as Saviour, | thank Him
for special friends both here in Moore
and around the states. | thank Him for
loving me and planning my life for me.
How | feel, and what each child of
God should realize in his Christian walk,
is summed up in the following quote by
De Grellett:
I shall pass through this world but
once. If, therefore, there be any
kindness 1 can show, or any good
thing | can do, {et me do it now; let
me not defer it or neglect it, for |
shall not pass this way again.
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“Yea, I shali walk through the valley
of poverlty and will fear no evil, for
thou, Heroin, are with me.

“Thy Needle and Capsule comflort
me. Thou strippest the table of groceries
in the presence of my family. Thou
robbest my head of reason.

“My cup of sorrow runneth over,
Surely heroin addiction shall stalk me
all the days of my life and I will dwell in
the House of the Damned forevey.”

Also found in the car with the dead
woman was this written message:

““Jail didn’t cure me. Nor did
hospitalization help me for long. The
doctor told my family it would have
been better, and indeed kinder, if the
person who got me hooked on depe had
taken a gun and blown my brains out.
And I wish to God he had. My God,
how T wich it *?

IRS WARNS CHURCHES FACE
TAX FIGHT FOR SOCIAL ACTS

WASHINGTON, D.C. (EP) —
Growing evidence poinls to a program
of increased investigation by the
Internal Revenue Service seeking to
withdraw tax exemptlion status f[rom
U.S. churches involved in political and
social activities.

Church leaders across the country
say the IRS is scanning the financial
records of many churches and religious
groups and express fears thal the
government may be trying to harass
them out of their social ministry.

The IRS has investigated the records
of a churchsupported community
house in Los Angeles for ailegedly
helping to organize student protests
against police brutality and for better
education.

The Service has carried out an
18-month examination of Lhe
Inter-religious Foundation for

Community QOrganization {IFCO} and of
the many black, Chicano, Indian and
native American proups it funds.

A similar prcbe into the fiscal
records of the National Council of
Churches has been reported.

At issue is a paragraph in Form 1023
published in the IRS booklet on
exemptions. It says a group enjoying tax
exempt status... “will not, as a
substantial part of its activities, attempt
to influence legislation, or participate to
any extent in a political campaign for or
against any candidate for public office.”
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