








HEADQUARTERS HOTEL: SHERATON — FORT WORTH
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF FREE WILL BAPTISTS

July 10-13

Fort Worth, Texas

SHERATON - FORT WORTH
{1 biik. from Conv. Center)

$15.00 single
19.00 double
21.00  three adults
to a room
24.00 four adults
to a room

{(NOTE: Chiidren under 17, who
share a room with their parents,
are free.)

RATES

BLACKSTONE HOTEL
{2% blks. to Conv. Center)

$11.50 single
13.50 doubie
16.50  triple
19.50 quad

{NOTE: Rollaway beds —
$4.00 extra per night.)

THE WORTH HOTEL
(2 blks. from Conv. Center)

$12.00
14.00
18.00

20.00

single
double
triple

quad

MAKE RESERVATIONS EARLY! USE FORM ON OPPOSITE PAGE!
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RESERVATION REQUEST
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF FREE WILL BAPTISTS

Please reserve the following {see list of hotels):

HOTEL
First Choice Second Choice
Third Choice
ACCOMMODATIONS DESIRED RATE DESIRED
wew_Room {s) for one person {one full size bed) $ to
Room (s) for two persons {one full size bed) $ to
Room {s) with twin beds for two persons $ to
Room (s} for two, three or four persons {two double beds) $ to
Suite-Parlor and { ) one bedroom () two bedrooms $ to
I will arrive at {a.m./p.m.) on and
depart at (a.m./p.m.} on
This reservation requested by, and to be confirmed to:
NAME MAILING ADDRESS
CITY. STATE ZIP

Please list names of all additional persons included in this reservation,
We cannot confirm uniess rooms requested balance with number of persons listed.

1. 2.
3. 4.
b, 6.

MAIL TO: Central Housing Bureau
700 Throckmorton
Fort Worth, Texas 76102






1971 MINUTES MAILED
TO ASSOCIATION CLERKS

NASHVILLE, TENN. — Copies of
the 1971 Miputes of the National
Association of Free Will Baptists have
heen mailed f{rom the Executive
Department to associational clerks.

Execuiive Secretary Rufus Coffey
stated that the minutes were heing
mailed directly to each associational
clerk so that they may be distributed
more rapidly and widely than in times
past. In previous years, they have been
distributed at the state level.

Any interested Free Will Baptist may
obtain a copy at the next meeting of his
local association.

CCC GIRLS OCCUPY
NEW DORMITORY

FRESNO, CALIF. —  Wednesday,
February 9, 1972, was an important day
for the women resident students at
California Christian College for it was
on this day that they moved infe their
new dormitory.

The semi-colonial, semi-spanish, fully
air-conditioned, stucco building has
been described as “quite an addition” to
the campus of CCC. Designed o house
fifty students and the dormitory
supervisor’s family, the impressive
structure is 129 feet long and 39 feet
wide for a distance of 103 feet, with the
remaining width being 43 feet. The
fully-carpeted, semi-private quarters
have a covered veranda along two sides
of both floors.

The total estimated value has been
set at approximately $125,000. Most of
the labor on the huilding was donated
by men from across the state and nearly
all of the necessary monies were raised
as construction progressed.

At the time the building was
occupied, approximately two years had
passed since the proposal for a new
dorm had first been laid before the
College Board of Trustees. It was eight
months later that the Fresno City
Planning Commission finally certified
the plans after having spelled out certain
requirements in a conditional use
permit. Actual construction began just
hefore Christmas 1970.

When the girls moved into their new
home, the young men on campus
shifted. Half of the men now live in the
original boy’s dorm and the other half
moved upstairs in the Old Mansion
where the girls formerly were housed.
With all of the other changes effected,
more classroom space was provided
which relieved a crowded situation.

Plans are now on the drawing board
for married studenl apartments,

THREE NAMED TO 1971 OUTSTANDING EDUCATORS EDITION

MOORE, OKLA. — Three Free Will
Baptist educators were among those
chosen for inclusion in the 1971 edition
of Outstanding Educators of America,
Selected for this honor were Clarence
Hearron, Dan Farmer and LEugene
Workman. At the time of selection, all
three were administrators at Hillsdale
Free Will Baptist College in Moore.

Outstanding Educators of America is
an annual awards program honoring
distinguished men and women for their
exceptional service, achievements and
leadership in the [ields of education.
Guidelines for selection include an
educator’s talents in the classroom,
coniribution to research, administrative
abilities, civic service and professional
recognition.

Mr. Hearron is currently serving with
Hillsdale College as Academic Dean, a
position he has held since he came with
the school in 1966, He holds a B.A.
degree from Baylor University and a
Masters of Education from Texas
Wesleyan College.

Mr. Farmer, who served eight years
as Business Manager, teft his coliege post
in 1971, He now pastors the First Free
Will Baptist Church of Moore, Okla. His
educational background includes a B.A.
degree from John Brown University and
a Master of Religion degree from
Bethany Nazarene College.

Mr. Workman served as the college’s
Registrar and a teacher from
1966-1971. He is now with the
Executive Department of the National
Association of Free Will Baptists in
Nashville, Tennessee, where he serves as
Administrative Assistant Lo the
Executive Secretary. His academic
preparation includes Southwest Missouri
State College, Free Will Baptist Bible
College where he received a B.A, degree
in 1964, and Oklahoma University
where he earned a Master in Education
in General Administration.

Nominations for the program are
made by the officials of colleges and
universities including presidents, deans,
and depariment heads,

CALIFORNIA CHRISTIAN COLLEGE



HILLSDALE COLLEGE BREAKS
GROUND FOR NEW BUILDING

MOORE, OKLA. — Groundbreaking
for the sixth building to be constructed
on the campus of Hillsdale Free Will
Baptist College was held February 7,
1972, with faculty, students, members
of the College’s Board of Trustees,
Moore’s Mayor Bob Bartholomew, and
other guests present for the event.

The new structure, which is being
referred to as the Activities Building,
will be a split-level building housing the
library, dining hall, and a gymnasium. It
will be of cement block and hrick
construction with an architectural
design (o correlate with existing
buildings. The site of the building is
northwest of the present Administration
Building. A new road circling the east
and north sides of the campus has
already been constructed for easy access
to the site.

The approximate cost of the new
building is $250,000. The construction
is being financed by Project IV. This
plan seeks to enlist individuals who will
pledge to give $10 per month for ten
months.

Churches are asked to respond to this
campus expansion by joining one of
four Church Clubs available. The
Church Clubs also span a ten-month
period and the local church determines
the Chureh Club it wishes to join by the
amount pledged. Two Free Will Baptist
Churches, First of Ada, Oklahoma, and
First of Pryor, Oklahoma, have pledged
$5,000 each thus becoming the only
two members of Church Club 4 at this
time. Four other Oklahoma churches
have pledged $3,000 each.

According to Promotional Director
Jerry Rhoades, over $70,000 of the
needed $250,000 has been pledged
toward the Activities Building of Project
v,

HiLLSDALE COLLEGE PRESIDENT Bili
Jones, center foreground, addresses those
present for the groundbreaking service of the
new Activities Building,
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SANTA PAULA CHURCH DEDICATES NEW BUILDING

SANTA PAULA, CALIF. — Dedica-
tion services for the newly-constructed
Santa Paula Free Will Baptist Church
were held January 16, 1972, with an
over-flow crowd in atltendance,
according to the Reverend Gordon
Bradshaw, pastor. Participating in (his
dedication were Santa Paula Mayor
pro-tem Bill Law and the Reverend
Herman Lewis, who helped organize and
served as the first pastor of the church
twenty-three years ago. Mr. Lewis

delivered the dedicatory message.

The new sanctuary is located at 406
Acacia Road.

On the evening of the dedication, an
evangelistic effort began and sparked a
spirit of revival which is continuing at
this time, according to the report
received. The church has recorded a
number of first-time decisions for
Christ, and sixieen persons have united
with the church for membership.

FAIRBANKS CHURCH POURS FOUNDATION FFOR NEW BUILDING

FAIRBANKS, ALASKA — The
Reverend Eldred Baker, pastor of the
Fairbanks Free Will Baptist mission,
reports that the group now holds a clear
title to a one-acre tract of land on the
0Old Richardson Highway, seven miles
southeast of Fairbanks, The foundation
for a new church building has been
poured but further work will be
hindered until the spring thaw occurs.

Brother Baker writes “We plan to use
8-inch logs with a groove on the bottom
for insulation. The logs alone will cost
approximately $2,500.00 while the
labor will be all voluntary . .., Logs are
the most economical vet practical and
beautiful. The building will be 34 feet
by 60 feet. A 16-foot log will cost
$14.40, and any contribution would be
appreciated,”

The work of Free Will Baptists in
Fairbanks was started in 1958 under the
leadership of Kirby Joe Godwin. In
1960, the work, which was under the

auspices of the National Home Missions
Department, was assumed by the
Reverend Lee Whaley. Due to the illness
of his wife, he left the Alaskan work in
the mid ’60’s, The responsibilities of the
church then fell to the members
particularly Miss Dixie Myers who is
now with the Wycliff Bible Transtators.

In 1966, the church was completely
destroved by the flood which ravished
Fairbanks. Thus, the oufreach of Free
Wilt Baptists in this city hecame
virtually dormant until 1969, when the
Reverend Baker arrived in Septembey of
that year from Little Rock, Arkansas, to
reopen the work. The first services were
held in January, 1970, in his home. The
group is continuing to meet in the home
of Brother Baker for services until the
new church can be built.

The Reverends Bob Epperson and
Wayne Doulhit, also of Little Rock, are
assisting Brother Baker in this
missionary endeavor.



FWBBC RATED “A” BY
UNIVERSITY OF TENNESSLE

NASHVILLE, TENN. — Students
attending Free Will Baptist Bible College
and later transferring to other schools
will find their credits being accepted
more readily due to a new raling
recently released on the school. The
University of Tennessee, which rates all
schools within the state, has given
FWBBC an *A” rating, which means
that no lmitations or restrictions are
placed on the transfer of credits from
the Bible College.

The Bible College is believed to be
the first non-regionally accredited,
non-state operated college in Tennessee
to receive this rating.

Since 1955 the school has operated
under a “BC” rating, which means that
two years of credits would transfer, but
only upon the satisfactory performance
of the transferring student. But many
schools had already improved on that
rating. Bible College students have
transferred successfully into several
universities on the graduate level and
have made excellent academic records.

The new rating will open more doors
for students seeking transfer credits and
is a noteworthy achievement. Gains
such as this, while not compromising
the fundamental nature of the school,
enable the Bible College to more
effectively serve the Lord and those
students dedicated to His service.
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NEW CONVERT REQUESTS
ICY IMMERSION

NEWBURY, VERMONT — Members
of the First Free Will Baptist Church of
Newbury cut through 28 inches of ice
to create a baptismal pool in which
Kent Wheeler was haptized by Home
Missionary Mack Owens, pastor of the
church. The icy baptism, which was
performed February 20, 1972, was held
at the request of Mr, Wheeler The wind
chill index brought the temperature
down to well below zero.

Mr. Wheeler, prior to his conversion,
had been regular in attendance for
Sunday school and the worship services
and had driven the church bus for two
months. His conversion has brought a
great joy to those within the church,
according to Pastor Owens. Much prayer
- had heen offered for Mr. Wheeler’s
conversion,

Mr. Wheeler’s conversion is another
* example of a soul being won because of
the faithfuiness of a home missionary
and the faithfulness of those from
" across the denomination who regulatly
support home missions with prayers and
finances.












in such a wonderful way with that one
bus we began looking for another and
sure enough, we found it. A good part
of the money came in for that one.
Later, we decided we needed more
buses. One of the businessmen of our
church wrote a check for two buses.
This gave us four buses. Just before the
writing of this article we purchased our
fifth church bus.

B. Radio.

Several of our churches are using the
radio in various ways to extend the
outreach of their ministry, One church
has a Sunday morning broadcast. The
largest church in our area uses
thirty-second spot announcements to
get the name and program of their
church before the people. Qur church
has found it profitable to use a three
minute daily devotional program.
Selection of your radic station and the
time your program is aired is most
important. | try to get time on the most
listened-to station in our area and then
request that my program be aired during
“‘drive time" daily. This is your most
expensive time, but if you are trying to
reach people, you should air your
program at a time when the most people
will hear it.

C. Newspaper.

We have just recently started using
the newspaper on a regular basis. | am
convinced that this is one of the most
valuable means of getting your church
before the community. The size of the
ad shouid be determined by the purpose
you wish to achieve and the cost of the
various sizes available.

In conclusion, | want to say a word
about the church services themselves.
No matter how extensive the outreach
of the church is, if you do not have
something for the people when they
come, they will not come back, If God's
presence is real and His power is
evidenced in the salvation of souls, [
have no doubt that people will find
what they need through the services of
the church. tt is my feeling that
whenever people go te church
consistently and come away depressed
rather than blessed and encouraged,
something is drastically wrong. There
should be a positiveness about the
services of the church. We should keep a
positive attitude even in our approach
to negative truth. In doing this our
services will take on a spirit of
expectation and blessing that will cause
people to enjoy coming. A
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STEWARDSHIP STUDIES

The Stewardship
Of The Holy Spirit -- Part 1

The Third In a Series
By Rue Dell Smith

As this series, ““*Studies in
Stewardship,’’ progresses, we
understand three things: 1. God the
Father is the Great Steward of all
things; 2. God the Son is the
administrator or steward of the Father’s
will; 3. God the Holy Spirit causes the
work of the Father and Son to become
real to the believer. From the textual
reading, it can be seen that Jesus taught
the joint stewardship responsibility and
function of the Trinity when He said,
“All things that the Father hath are
mine: therefore said I: that he f[the
Holy Spirit] shall take of mine, and
shall shew it unto you,” (John 16:15),

Therefore, this section of the
redemptive process is known as the
dispensation or
IIL. STEWARDSHIP OF THE HOLY
SPIRIT.

Redemption, the plan of God’s
stewardship and of which Jesus is
Mediator, becomes a reality to the
believer through the stewardship of the
Holy Spirit. The Apostle Paul teaches
“...the law of the Spirit of life in
Christ Jesus hath made me free from the
law of sin and death,” {Rom. 8:2) and,
also, ““the Spirit itself beareth witness
with our spirit, that we are the children
of God,” (Romans 8:16). When these
Scriptures are read together, with the
promise of Jesus, “when he is come, he
will reprove the world of sin, and of
righteousness, and of judgement: Of sin,
because they believe not on me” (John
16:18), we understand that the Holy
Spirit (1) convicts theunbeliever that he
is a sinner in need of salvation, (2}
delivers from the sinful state, and (3)
assures the believer of his status as a son
of God.

The work of the Holy Spirit,
however, cannot be limited to the time

ABOUT THE AUTHOR:

The Reverend Smith is pastor of the
Purcel! Free Will Baptist Church, Purceli,
Cklahoma. He attended Oklahoma Bibie
Coltege and has most recently pursued his
education at Oklahoma University,
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period between Pentecost and the
Parousia, The consistent teaching of the
Seriptures is that the Holy Spirit has
always been an active force in the
world. In the process of creation “the
Spirit of God moved upon the face of
the waters” (Gen, 1:2), and throughout
the Old Testament time pericd He
moved upon and within the people of
God. It can be argued, but not
substantiated, that the Holy Spirit first
entered, infilled, empowered,
annointed, filled up and gave gifts to
believers on the day of Pentecost. But
the lives and testimonies of many 0Old
Testament characters attest to the
experience of an abiding presence of the
Holy Spirit, David prayed ‘‘Cast me not
away from thy presence; and take not
thy holy spirit from me,” (Psalms
51:11}. The festimony of Pharoah
concerning Joseph was, “Can we find
such a one as this is, 2 man in whom the
Spirit of God 18?77 (Genesis 41:39).
God’s own testimony of His servant
Joshua, ““Take thee Joshuathe son of
Nun, a man in whom is the spirit, and
lay thy hand upon him,” (Numbers
27.18).

The Holy Spirit did not only dwell in
people before Pentecost, but He also
annointed and gave gifts to men. The
Spirit annointed Cyrus to be King of
Persia and Saul to be the King of Israel.
He pave the gift of skill to Aholiab and
Bezaleel (Ex. 31:3-6), the gift of
knowledge in rebuilding the temple to
Zerubbabel (Zech, 4:6), and endowed
Joseph with the ability to be an
administrator in Egypt (Gen. 41:38).

Although the operation of the Holy
Spirit can be seen before Pentecost,
notice that there is a difference in His
ministry after Pentecost. This
difference, however, was not as some
say, “Before Pentecost, the Spirit was
on believers, and after Pentecost, Ie
was in them.” When Jesus said “. . . for
he dwelleth with you, and shall be in
you,” {John 14:17) He was contrasting
His limited presence in the body to the
constant presence of the Holy Spirit. He
was not staling a principle in relation to
focality. Before the price of

Redemption had been paid, it could not
be applied to our debt. Therefore, the
stewardship of the Spirit could not
begin until the stewardship of the Son
was completed. Jesus said, “He that
believeth on me, as the scripture hath
sald, out of his belly shall flow rivers of
living water,”’ (John 7:38). John added,
“But this spake he of the Spirit, which
they that believe on him should receive:
for the Holy Ghost was not yet given;
hecause that Jesus was not yet
glorified,” (John 7:39).

The dispensation of the Son being
completed, Jesus sent forth the Holy
Spirit to serve in a position He had not
held before — the office of a Steward.
The Apostle Peter said, ““This Jesus hath
God raised up, whereof we all are
witnesses. Therefore being by the right
hand of God exalted, and having
received of the Father the Promise of
the Holy Ghost, he hath shed forth this,
which ye now see and hear,” (Acts
2:32-33). As the Holy Spirit operates
within the heliever, the stewardship
principles inherent in the Trinity are
applied with a life-changing force to the
lives of believers. Peter said “As every
man has received the gift, even so
minister the same one to another, as
good stewards of the manifold grace of
God,” (I Peter 4:10). Within the Spirit’s
Stewardship, we can see all the forces of
life operating in creation, the new birth
and, finally, a new heaven and a new
earth.

A. The Holy Spirit is the Life Force
of the Father’s Creation.

The operation of the Holy Spirit
outside the Trinity council, first of all,
is seen as a life force in surroundings
that were static, void and formless. In and
upon this vacuum of veid and darkness,
““. .. the Spirit of God moved upon the
face of the waters, And God said, Let
there be light: and there was light”
(Gen. 1:2-3). The Holy Spirit did not
create the worlds, God did this through
the agency of His Son, but the Spirit
gave life to the Father's creation. This
force has and does pervade and
permeate the seed, soil, air, water, and
even the sun and moon, giving life to all
organism. This force is responsible for
the development of all processes both
organic and inorganic. David recognized
this when he said, “Thou sendest forth
thy spirit, they are created: and thou
renewest the face of the earth” (Psalms
104:30). When God formed man of the
“dust of the ground” (Gen. 2:7), God,
indeed, did the creating, but the Spirit
gave man life. Moses wrote, “God. ..
breathed into his nostrils the breath of
life; and man became a living soul”
(Gen, 2:7), The Amplified Bible reads,
“...and breathed into his nostrils the



by Rabert Piciill

from the
Greek New Testament

In the past three columns we have
given attention to I Thessalonians 5:14,
where various exhortations are given
about our Christian duties to one
another within the fellowship of
believers, Three injunctions have already
been examined: (1) “warn the unruly’;
(2) “comfort the [eebleminded’; and
(3) “support the weak.”

One more instruction is given us in
the same verse: “‘be patient toward all.”
The word for ‘“patience” is quite
interesting: makrothumeo. It is a
compound word, from thumos,
““wrath,” and makros, ‘“‘far off.”
Literally, then, the word means to keep
wrath far away. In other words, one
must be “slow to wrath,” to use the
words of James 1:19.

Actually there are two Greek words
often translated “patience’ in the New
Testament. The other one is kypomone.
According to Trench’s study on
synonyms, this latter word, which
literally means to “bear up under,”
indicates patience in respect to the
circumstances that fest us, especialiy
those over which we have no control.

But makrothumeo indicates patience
in respect to persons, and suggests that
we should not be quickly provoked by
those with whom we have to deal. We
should not be easily angered when

STEWARDSHIP (continued)

breath or spirit of life; and man became
a living being’’ (Gen. 2:7). When used in
this context, the word breath is always
taken to mean spirit; therefore, the
breath of God was and is the Holy
Spirit.

How marvelous is the life giving force
of the Holy Spirit in past creation, but
even more marvelous is this force in
regeneration and service. In the book of
Tius we are told, “Not by works of
righteousness which we have done, but
according to his mercy he has saved us,
by the washing of regeneration, and the
renewing of the Holy Ghost, which he
shed on us abundantly through Jesus
Christ our Saviour,” (Titus 3:5-6). We
also find motivation and assurance for
service by the promise of the Master,
“But the Comforter, which is the Holy
Ghost, whom the Father will send in my
name, he shail teach you all things, and
bring all things to vour remembrance,
whatsoever I have said unto you” (John
14:26).

others mistreat us. The point is that we
de have control in such cases; we can
lose or retain our tempers.

This werd is also often translated
“‘longsuffering” in the King James
version, and is often used of God. He
seis the example {or us, How just and
easy it would be for Him to lose His
patience with us all and wipe us out!
But He ‘“keeps wrath far off,” and is
slow to anger,

And so must we be with one another,
both within the church and toward the
unsaved. The “all men™ of this verse
certainly implies that saints and sinners
are included (compare the next verse).

And we may be assured that the saints

and the sinners hoth test our
patience!

Indeed, the first three exhortations
in verse 14 show us just how some
among the saints will test our patience.

can

Those unruly ones who get oul of line
and need our instruction; those
fainthearted ones who need our
encouragement; those who can’t stand
alone and need our support — it is all
too easy to become impatient and
provoked at such. But we must “keep
anger far off.” In Ephesians 4:2 Pau}
uses this same word (translated
“Tongsuffering’) and adds this
explanation: “forbearing one another in
love.”

And our experience teaches us that
the sinners will test us too. Sometimes
they taunt us; or again they tempt us.
At times they even attack us. In all
these we must be patient. We must keep
cool, push away the wrath that would
rise so easily, doing as verse 15 says:
“See that none render evil for evil unto
any.” A

When
devotions,
Woman’s

someone mentions family
my mind goes back to a
Auxitiary convention at
Edgemont Church, Durham, N.C., in
1937, and a Mrs, Wall from Micro who
gave the devotion “"The Family Altar.”
it blessed my heart! | promised the
Lord if ever | had a home, there would
be a family aitar.

On January 16, 1938, | was married
and the next day we started our family
altar. It is still in practice today.

When my first baby was borned, |
thought he was the prettiest baby § had
ever seen. | cried as | looked him over.
knew there would be many things we
couldn’t give him, but | promised the
Lord there would be love and Christian
training. | wanted to practice the verse
“Train up a child in the way he should
go: and when he is old, he will not
depart from it {Prov. 22:6). We started
reading the Bible and praying with our
son before he was a month old. We did
the same with our other four chitdren,
Did they understand? Probably not at

ABOUT THE WRITER:

Mrs. Hinton is a Library Assistant in the
Southern Nash Righ School at Baitey, North
Carolina. She and her husband, Oscar, are
long-time active members of the White Cak
Hill Free Wiit Baptist Church, Bailey.

By Sitha Hinton

first, but 1 think they felt a love and
security because of the practice. It was
their first habit. We saw each of them
accept Christ as their Savior before they
were ten years of age.

A house is no better than its
foundation and neither is one's
character. That foundation for life is
laid early, even before the teen years.

We all eat breakfast together, then
we read the Bible, kneet and pray, Then
each starts his own activities for the
day. ""Not that early,”” someone groans.
What's a few minutes when a child’s
destiny is at stake? My children are all
through school now, and they always
had breakfast and prayer before they
left for school. 1 wanted my children to
know they had a loving Savior to turn
to during the trials of life and trials do
come 10 everyone.

Someone has said “The hand that
rocks the cradle rules the world.” We
have to give children an example that
will stand, Children are great copy cats
and they copy parents. "But be ye doers
of the word and not hearers only,
deceiving you own selves” {James 1:22).

Women, let's put first things first and
train our children by example to serve
the Lord. “Therefore, to him that
knoweth to do good, and doeth it not,
to him it is sin” (James 4:17}. A
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In the previous article on “Making
Doctrine Practical,” the importance of
moral knowledge was discussed. It is
important that we have strong views
ahout holiness and sin. We must feel
deeply about sin,

We are living in a day when peoples’
moral sensitivity is dulled on many
things. Many things that used to bring
shame and disgrace are acknowledged
and discussed publicly with no apparent
shame, The church winks at things it
used to weep over. It is no wonder that
it is so hard to get sinners under
conviction, It should be no surprise that
revival fires are so hard to kindle,

What must happen in an individual
before he pgets under conviction? He
must see himself guilty and worthy of
eternal punishment for his sins. A light
view of sin will not do this.

The success of the chureh requires
that sin be seen as exceedingly sinful.
The first step in doing this is to see the
consequences of sin, Sin is so terrible in
its guiit that God had to condemn man
to an eternal hell, The seriousness of sin
is further seen in the fact that before
God could forgive sin He had to punish
our sins in Jesus Christ. He could not

BY LERQOY FORLINES
Professor and Dean of Men
Free Wit Baptist Bible Coliege

forgive them without first paying the
penaity for them. The seriousness of sin
as expressed in the doctrine of hell and
atonement must ever be kept before
people. We cannot take lightly what
CGod has taken so seriously,

The seriousness of sin is also seen in
its destructive consequences in the lives
of people round about us. Sin makes
promises it cannot fill, It promises bread
and gives a stone. It promises a fish and
gives a serpent. It promises an egg and
gives g scorpion, Alcohol promises to
drown one’s sorrows and make him
happy only to end up making him feel
worse, Sinful pleasures offer a thrili
which leaves a person with an aching
conscience and loss of self-respect.
Iilegal drugs offer thriils and excitement
that soon pass away and leaves the
victim in bondage. Lying offers a way to
avoid punishment or a way to make a
guick dollay, but in the end causes one
to lose character, reputation, and
sometimes leaves him friendless and
jobless, When we see sin for what it is,
we will not take it tightly,

We become far more acquainted with
sin through a knowledge of sins than we
do the abstract idea of sin. Bin must be

FRANCE’S THREE C S

translated in terms of personal
experience. When we talk about sin in
general, it does very little to move
people. It is only when we talk about
particular sins in their life that they
begin to be concerned,

It is true that each person must
ultimately make up his own mind about
what is right and wrong. But this should
never be used as an excuse to avoid our
vesponsibility to make people aware of
the presence of sin and the need of
repentance. We must call sins by name,
When preachers under the anointing of
the Holy Spirit, cali peoples’ attention
to the sins of lying, stealing, adultery,
immodest dress, theater attendance,
dancing, hatred, gossip, ete. people will
take sin more seriously, When people
confess sin by naming sins, we will see
far more results than comes from the
general confession of sin,

Some of the fears that people have in
connection with naming sins and taking
sin seriously are valid, The devii will try
to get us entangled in the web of
legalism., He will try to get us to
mechanically subscribe to a list of do’s
and don’t’s, He will try to pget us to
become so involved in deciding what is
right and wrong that we take our eyes
off Jesus.

While the above problems are
problems we face if we take sin
seriously, there are far greater problems
if we do not. Whenever sin is nol taken
seriously, sinners will not be brought
under conviction. There will be first
neglect and then unbelief on the
doctrine of hell and the cross,
Eventually, the church will become a
social center that no longer preaches
the Gospel. We dare not let this happen.
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and Robert Picirilli

In the last part of the nineteenth
century in East Tennessee a
one-of-a-kind man greatly contributed to
and influenced Free Will Baptists. That
man was William Bonaparte Woolsey,
born in 1821, He was saved at
twenty-one and became a Baptist
minister, His feeling about free will and
open communion quickly identified him
with Free Will Baptists, A man who had
convictions and the courage to stand by
them, Woolsey with three fellow
ministers from the Baptists combined
their churches into a Free Will Baptist
Association.

Woolsey must have been a man who
loved learning. After his conversion he
devoured books about the Bible. He did
not have much formal education, but he
was well educated by his reading and his
experience. He even taught himself to
read the Greek New Testament with the
help of a lexicon.

One of the most influential things
William B, Woolsey did in his life time
was to establish Woolsey College. He
longed for the youngsters he knew to
have a chance to get an education. Also
he longed to see a Free Will Baptist
school established.
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In 1872, Woolsey headed a
committee charged with the
responsibility of opening a school in the
Tennessee mountains, He gave his
means, his time and energy, his very life
in working toward the opening of
Woolsey College, as the school was
called. It opened its doors in 1873, a
school including elementary through
high school classes. Woolsey College
operated until about 1904, although the
property was not disposed of until
1912,

Apparently William B. Woolsey liked
to try his hand at writing poetry and
songs. His notebooks, now in the
possession of his grandson Paul Woolsey
of Greenville, Tennessee, contain several
poems, some with choruses and
evidently intended to be sung.

One which suggests it was written
toward the end of his life tells
something of his trials and gives a charge
to those who follow after. One is a vivid
description of hell. Another, my
favorite, is a description of his prayer
retreat.

To leave my dear friends, and
with neighbors to part

And go from mv home it affects not
my heart

Like thoughts of absen.
far away

From that blessed retreat where
I've chosen to pray.

g myself

Sweet bower where the pine and the
poplar have shade

And wove with their branches a roof
o’er my head

How oft have I knelt on the evergreen
there

And poured out my soul to my Savior
in prayer

The early sweet notes of the
loved nightingale

That dwelt in my bower
I used as my bell

To call me to duty the birds
of the air

Sang anthems of praise as [ went
to my prayer.

And Jesus my Saviour oft deigned
there to meet

And biess with his presence
my lonely retreat

Oft filled me with rapture and
peacefulness there

Inditing in heaven ['s] own language
my prayer.

One of Paul Woolsey’s notebooks
which belonged to his grandfather,
Williamm Bonaparte, includes a written
statement dated December 7, 1904: “I
feel that I am on the verge of the river
of Death, Yet I am impressed to try to
write a few lines from the text Phil.
1:21, ‘For me to live is Christ and to die
is gain,” > No better epitaph could have
been written for the man.

ThlS “compilation” of church
news is 10 acquaini our readers
with what is happening in the
church world. The CONTACT
staff does not necessarily endorse
any of the activities reported.
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BIBLE TAUGHT AS LITERATURE IN PENNSYLVANIA SCHOOL

NORRISTOWN, PA. (EP} — A, D,
Eisenhower High School here has a
course in Bible.

But since public schools can’t teach

SOUTHERN BAPTIST
MEMBERSHIP ROSE TO
11,826,463 in ’71

NASHVILLE (EP) — Church
membership in the Southern Baptist
Convention rose to 11,826,463 in 1971,
an increase of 196,583 over 1970,
according to the Research Services
Department of the denomination’s
BSunday School Board.

The nation’s Jlargest Protestant
denomination reported a decrease of
129,370 in Sunday School enrollment —
to 7,141,453,

Baptisms through conversion for
1971 reached a total of 409,659, an
increase of 40,796 over the 1970 figure.

“‘religion” which means individual
translations are not allowed, the
teaching of the Bible as a piece of “rich
literature’ is perfectly legal.

Bible study at Eisenhower is now a
10-credit major course, according to
Teacher Elizabeth H. Bagger. When she

first introduced the course at an
assembly three years ago students
groaned, Mrs, Bagger recalls. But the

teacher explained that the Bible, not
religion, would be the subject of the
course,

The class
interpretations,
paintings and the rock opera,
Christ Superstar.”

The Bible is the text. Movies, slides,
discussions, filmstrips, guest speakers
and research assignments are all part of
the program.

“My father is a preacher,”” one
student said, ““But he didn’t force me to
come. | took it because I wanted to.”
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studies modern
poetry in the psalms,
“Jesus












