











The Free Will Baptist laymen, this
practically untapped reservoir, stepped
in and volunteered themselves, They
want a greater voice. They should have
it, After all, it is not a denomination of
200,000 preachers but of that many
jaymen from whose midst a few have
been called to preach. This was the
session when an official vote by the
body unanimously said that the faymen
should be considered for at least one
representative on all boards at the
Mational level. This is not an attempt to
usurp the ministerial authority In
denocminational machinery. it is a
timely move to strengthen the boards of
overworked preachers by interested
laymen.

FORT WORTH WAS THE YEAR
OF THE BLACK MAN. Black preacher
A. Z. Harris stood in the balcony
Tuesday evening of the convention and
“prayed heaven down” during the
dismissal prayer. He was invited to the
podium on Wednesday afternoon. Who
can forget his stirring, “Brothers, we
must stick together.” The United
American Free Will Baptist
Denomination was on display in '72; it
seems that the harnessing of mutual
strengths is called for as the move.

Brother Harris spoke of his warm and
kind reception by the ‘72 National
Association. He talked of feeling
welcome. He urged closer ties. He
publicly thanked God for the “man that
told me, | can't see your skin for sin nor
your face for grace,” The man talked
{ike a Free Will, and prayed iike a Free
Will; as the Moderator said when
Brother Harris stepped down, “He's a
Free Willerl” This dialogue in Fort
Worth may well be a part of the next
important chapter in FWB history.
Remember, it happened in Fort Worth!

THIS WAS THE YEAR OF
PREACHING AND PRAYING, |t was
all there in '72. The puipits were ablaze
in Fort Worth. Crisp and finely-trained
Dr. Leonard Ravenhill in slashing
oratory demanded the supernatural
from the Church. The unconventional
Gypsy, Lonnie Graves, demonstrated
the same power as Ravenhifl from the
completely opposite educational
advantage. What the Gypsy lacked in
formal education, he made up for in
success. This was the year when the
deep-south preaching style walked in
with Milton Worthington and Tom

Malone, the straight “Okie preaching”
with Homer Young. It demonstrated
that there is no “one style” which alone
moves Free Wiil Baptists,

Praying came alive in Convention
'72. It was noticeable that when
somebody prayed, something happened.
They came in talking. about answered
prayer, recently, today, this morning.
At the Convention Prayer Time on
Wednesday a youth stood and pled for
his peers to serve Christ. A man whom
gverybody thought would be in eternity
at convention time, stood and gave
praise to God for answered prayer
concerning his health.

IT WAS THE YEAR OF EX-
PRESSED COOPERATION BETWEEN
THE NATIONAL DEPARTMENTS.
This vyear the Home Missions
Department acknowledged its
dependency on the Foreign Missions
Department, The Foreign WMissions
Director publicly thanked FWBBC for
its contribution. The Sunday School
Department expressed gratitude for past
cooperation when in the national office
complex. Each national arm seemed
more keenly aware of the overlapping
areas of responsibility and
denominational concern. This is the way
the structure of the National
Association was designed.,

The harmonious repeorts and mutual
complimenting is to be the norm. Let
this be the real beginning of absolute
cooperation. |f what was verbalized in
Texas is applied in Nashville, this next
year wilt be the grandest yet for Free
Will Baptists. The denominational
constituency needs to have expressed
mote often this departmental concern
for mutual prosperity. The success of
one area in the national departments
underwrites the success of alf areas. The
unity in purpose is good, it is to be
expected, it must be pressed from words
to practice.

THIS WAS THE YEAR OF
MAMMOTH BUDGETS. Financing the
ministries of the National Association of
Free Will Baptists if fast becoming big
business, In our bigness, we must not
jose our individuality; in our business
we dare not forfeit spiritually. The
departments budgetary proposals for
‘73 reflect progress in all facets of the
denomination's world-wide mission.
These spirating financial sheets also
warn that the denomination is more

heavily responsible than ever before to
disperse honestly the funds entrusted to
it at a post-state level. Big business
improperly functioning genders big
problems.

This year's budget proposals nearly
reach 3.4 million dollars! Three separate
national departments are nearing the
one million dollar mark in budgetary
needs: Sunday School, Free Will Baptist
Bible Coliege, and Foreign Missions. The
old geometrical maxim."the whole is
equal to the sum of its parts, and no
part is greater than the whole’ is well in
order at this juncture, It is only as the
local church grows, expands, and shares
in these and other department budgets
that the expected growth will continue.
It is still true that the key to this
denomination is not her national arms,
but her local roots.

THIS WAS THE YEAR FREEWILL
BAPTISTS BROKE WITH THE
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF
EVANGELICALS. By a nharrow
257-225 margin, the denomination
severed official identification with the
fargest organization of evangelicals in
the United States. Whatever
post-convention speculators may decide
should have been done, the majority of
delegates voting did indeed agree to this
historic move. It is historic because Free
Will Baptists for 26 years have been
affiliated with NAE. It is also the
denomination’s choice, for we still
maintain majority rule, it s, also,
undeniable but that a scant 33 votes
would have turned the results in the
opposite direction. This speaks for a
very sizeable minority who were either
heavily in favor of continued
identification with NAE or persons who
were very concerned about the
“panefits” NAE membership affords.

Local churches and individuals will
be free to join the organization but an
amendment to the main proposal
removed that perogative for all
subsidiaries of the National Association.
The original Study Commission
proposal granted the right of affiliation
to departments and commissions.
Special permission was given to the
Home and Foreign Missions
Departments to continue affiliation
with commissions of the NAE for one
year while they seek other avenues from
which to receive services now being
rendered for them by NAE affiliates.

.
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“(Con’t)

This decision was not arrived at
lightly or even suddenly by the Nationat
Association. The NAE question has
been discussed in previous years at some
length. The 1971 convention appointed
a thirteen-man Study Committee to
report to the 1972 assembly with a
recommendation, The General Board
approved the Study Committee's
unanimous recommendation for
withdrawal prior to its presentation to
the ‘72 convention. Many reasons, some

stated and some unstated, helped
formulate this recommendation.
However, the resolution stated only

four reasons.

“Whereas the denomination has not
demonstrated adequate financial
support of the National Association of
Evangelicals, and

Whereas there are individuals and
churches in the denomination whe
obfect to our affiliation with the
National Association of Evangelicals,
and

Whereas it is inconsistent with the
autonomy of the local church to be
forced Jinto membership in an
extra-denominational body by any
action of the National Assocfation, and

Whereas churches and individuals can
join the National Association of
Evangelicals:

Be it resolved that the WNational
Association of Free Will Baptists and its
subsidiaries terminate its relation as an
associate of the National Association of
Evangelicals.”

Whether delegates were for the NAE
affiliation or opposed to it, ample
debate time was allowed. Both sides

contended strongly with sharp
reasoning.
The tlarger part of Wednesday's

afternoon session was spent deadlocked
in pariiamentary moves and
countermoves on this issue, There were
several “‘points of order” called for.
Moves to ammend, substitute motions,
and a motion to suspend the rules
finally led to an “‘appeal to the decision
of the Chair.” Debate resumed.
Terminology played its role in the issue:
“compromise evangelism, Key 73,
Biblical separation.” These words with
accompanying explanations were
important additives to the motion to
withdraw from NAE.

Nearing 6:00 p.m,, the “previous
question’ move resulted in the clear and
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to dissassociate the
of Free Will

decisive vote
National Association
Baptist from NAE.
Without question the vote was a
turning point. To have stayed in NAE
would have its far reaching effects; the
countermove to leave NAE has its own
long range effects also. Some were
asking after the vote, “Does what we
think we gained compensate for what
we know we Jost.”” The reply with
which the majority voted on July 12
was its agreement with a delegate who
earlier, in speaking against NAE
affiliation, said in effect “If it comes
down to the principle of inconvenience
being lodged against right, we must do
right and endure the inconvenience.”’

72 WAS THE YEAR OF THE
PLAQUE, Five plagues were given to
Free Will Baptists who had distinguished

themseives for recognition at the
national level,
Past Moderator
In presenting a plaque for
outstanding service to Dr, Robert

Picirilli, past moderator of the National
Association, Moderator Dr, J, D.
O’'Donnell told of ““a young man harely
30 vyears of age” who was elected as
moderator in 1965 and served with
great efficiency and wisdom during
some turbulent years. He stepped down
from this role in 1971. He is registrar at
Free Will Baptist Bible College,
Nashville,
C.T.S. Director

Mr. Sam Johnson, a Free Will Baptist
layman who noblely stepped into the
denominational teadership ring with the
ministers, was given special recognition
for his ten-year tenure as director of the
Church Training Service Department,
Eugene Hales, chairman of the C.T.S.
Board, prefaced this honor with some
appropriate remarks. Mr. Johnson wiit
now specialize in a Christian camping
ministry.

National Office Worker

Mrs. Gladys Sloan shared some
highlights of her 22 vears with the
Foreign Missions Department in
acknowledging the plagque presented to
her by Director Reford Wilson for her
faithful service, The longtime
bookkeeper-secretary is retiring at the
end of this year,

Mrs, Sloan's handwriting and voice
are known round the world as she has
written thousands of receipts and has

given out numberless bits of
information over the telephone. Her
acceptance remarks reached out and
embraced the missionary night service,

"Superintendent of The Year'

Recipient of the 1971
“Superintendent of the Year” award,
annually presented by the National
Sunday School Department, was Ronnie
H. Brown, superintendent of the First
Free Will Baptist Church of Dothan,
Alabama, where the Reverend Robert
Shockey pastors.

During the early months of 1971, the
church was without a pastor. Yet,
during this period of time, the Sunday
School experienced a sizeable increase
in attendance. Much of the credit goes
to Mr. Brown., He was instrumental in
initiating a bus ministry in the church
and is active on two different visitation
teams. He promotes teacher training for
his staff,

Mr. Brown is manager of the men's
wear department of a Sears Roebuck
and Company store in Dothan,
Alabama, He and his wife were recently
blessed with their first child.

"“Layman of The Year"”

A high school coach from Knoxville,
Tennessee, was named ““Layman of the
Year'” at the annual Layman's
Breakfast. He is Bobby Naill, a member
of the Wooddale Free Will Baptist
Church at Knoxville.

In making the presentation, Kenneth
Lane, Chairman of the Layman’s Board
said Bobby Naill "'is the kind of layman
that all Free Will Baptists can be proud
of.”" He teaches an adult Sunday Schoot
ctass; was instrumental in organizing
Wooddale's chapter of Master’s Men and
serves the local chapter as membership
chairman; and is chairman of the Board
of Deacons. The Reverend Ralph Staten
is his pastor,

Mr, Naill is head frack coach,
assistant football coach and teaches in
the public school systems.

THIS WAS THE YEAR OF THE
NEW MODERATOR., It has become
difficult for those who attended the last
seven conventions to picture anyone
with the moderator's gavel except Dr.
Robert Picirilli, The moderator change
is like a pastoral change: it takes a while
to adjust. This was Dr. J. D. O'Donnell’s
first session as National Moderator. In it
he had to meet the Fort Worth Press to









toward the total church outreach. He cited harnessing
electronic skills, printing, and artistry as effective avenues for
some.

Probably the heart and pulse from Johnson’s words were
the five to seven minutes he discussed “‘will somebody piease
pay attention to me.” He ably showed that there is nothing
meaningless in the eyes of Christ and that with God no one
goes unnoticed. He pled for teens to “care,” to not just hear
but to listen. In summary, he urged that their “daily lives
should not embarrass God.”

Mr. Johnson is the Director of Adult Department and
Camping, Board of Christian Education, Baptist General
Conference of Evanston, |Hinois. He also conducted a
Tuesday morning workshop on “Story-Teiling” for youth
and interested adults,

THE LADY FROM INDIA: W.N.A.C. BANQUET, July 10

If Trula Gronk is representative of all our Free Will Baptist
missionaries, and she wel could be, we have some well-read
missionaries who are very capable of weaving into their
heart-touching addresses a representation of that which they
have read without being obnoxious or overbearing in so
doing.

| do not think that alone is what endeared me to Mrs.
Cronk, who has served with her husband, Dan, as one of our
missionaries to India for the past 25 years, as she spoke to an
eagerly-awaiting audience of over 330 persons at the annual
W.N.A.C. Banquet on Monday evening. | believe | was more
impressed by the fact that in spite of learning “how death
smelled last year — a lot of us did,” and despite the fact that
she felt like America was doubly disgraced in 1971 for having
built up war machines yet stayed quiet while Pakistan fell
under the effects of war, Trula Cronk feels the Church is in
one of its brightest days of history. "We ought not to despair
because of the world's condition because we have the glory
of Revelation — it's a book of comforts to the righteous,
those alive in Christ; Christ is going to triumph .. .""

Mrs. Cronk noted that Christians often become frustrated
at what is being written by today’s writers. But she stressed
that today's writers “are mainly dead men writing to a dead
culture” so why should we become so upset. Today’s writers
pen only half of the story. She sounded as a prophetess as
she said “‘| know the Omega of history is Christ... | feel
something great is hovering on the horizon-it may be disaster,
it may be triumph ., . He may be coming soon . .. |t should
give a bouyancy to our arthritic steps,”

Living in North India near the border of East Pakistan, the
Cronks saw first-hand the effects of the war that ravished the
country of East Pakistan now known as Bangladesh. Mrs,
Cronk shared many facts and some of her personat insights.
—Three million people died
~20 million people fled to tndia
-30% of Dacca's 30,000 university students were fed alive to
tigers
—200,000 women have become rejects from society because
they were ravished by Pakistani soldiers; 14,000 unwanted
babies have already been horn
—Many people were buried alive; one boy was pulied from
his shaltow grave by survivors and craw/ed to India where he
lay for three months with his assassin’s bullet holes in him
—"India did a tremendous job of providing for the Pakistan

refugees but you in America would have thought it was
poor.”

—"At this time, Bangladesh is not Communist but if that
government falls, that may come.”

—""The Western governments branded India as an aggressor
because she tried to stop the blood bath in East Pakistan. But
to the refugees, East Pakistan was home.”

—"December 16, 1971, joy came back to the people of
Pakistan; eyes lighted, voices lifted even though they were in
mud, naked, hungry, babies dying - they had a place to go -
hack home, But we've got a place to go — HOME."”

THE KING IS COMING: MONDAY, July 10

Convention ‘72 officially convened Monday night, July
10, at the Tarrant County Convention Center with the giant
banner ‘‘Soul Winning: The Church In Action’-hovering
some thirty feet over the speaker's platform. The Gleaners
Tric of Free Will Baptist Bible College stood under its
shadow and sang of heaven. Then a favorite of many, the
Oklahoma State Minister’'s Quartet, raised shouts with “The
King ts Coming,” a definite ''Motivation for Soul Winning.”

The Reverend Tom Malone, pastor from Florence,
Alabama, discarded his pre-service jitters to demand a
reassessment of soul-winning motives. Brother Malone
showed a keen understanding of the plight of the pastor who
is seemingly stuck with a non-progressive and cold people.
Here he assured the convention that “‘the lukewarm and the
indifferent do nothing . .. that it is more important to have a
warm heart than a hot head.”

Tom urged preacher and layman alike to “know you are
somebody’s only hope, be that hope; let that knowledge
motivate you.”” He promised that "‘the plan and program of
God will work if you will get your hands off of it and let
God have it.” He spoke of motivation because “there’s one
debt I’m giad | owe tonight; | owe a Saviour who died that |
might live . . . who became sin that | might be free from sin.”
Near the summation of his sermon, Brother Malone
confronted the thousands with his bared soul, *"Brother, God
is not concerned about your great preaching, your great
deeds . . . but He is concerned about your broken heart.'

This merry Monday night assemblage walked from the
convention theatre with a more noticeable burden than when
it entered.

“PROCLAIM HIS NAME": W.N.A.C,, July 11

“The Name is important,”” Don Robirds told the 37th
annual session of the Woman's National Auxiliary
Convention on Tuesday, July 11. ““It identifies, demons ohey
it, and cne day that Name will be confessed as Lord by every
tongue,”’

Mr. Robirds, Director of Communications for the Foreign
Missions Department and former missionary to Brazil, was
the keynote speaker for the W.N.A.C. His message was buiit
around the convention theme of “"Proctaim His Name.”

A total of 19 states were represented at the annual
conclave. Included in that number was the state of
Mississippi which has just recently organized at the state
level,

Giving to the program of the W.N.A.C. has increased
according to Executive Secretary Cleo Pursell. Total receipts
for the past fiscal year exceeded $100,000 for the first time.
Giving to missions through the national office increased
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$13,500 over the previous year. The number of subscriptions
to ““Co-Laborer,”” the quarterly publication for the women,
has also seen a marked increase.

The recommendation to sponsor an annual creative
writing contest to provide a reserve of needed program
materials, plays and skits headed the list of recommendations
from the Executive Committee, Cash awards of $25 and $10
for the first and second places in each of the two divisions
were approved. The third place winner will receive Study
Course books. Participation is fimited to members of a Free
Will Baptist Woman's Auxiliary. Full details may be secured
from the national office.

The delegates to this convention also approved the
recommendation that an increased emphasis be given to
regional retreats which will involve added cooperation
between the state and national officers.

First hand reports of the involvement of members of the
iocal chapters in missions outside the confines of their
churches were shared by Mrs. Vickie Straughan of Moore,
Oklahoma, and Mrs. Zetta Rose of Tulsa, Oklahoma. Mrs.
Straughan has lead a move 1o rid her community’s newsstands
of pornographic Hterature. Mrs., Rose's iocal chapter is
assisting in locating runaways in the Tuisa area, The emphasis
for involvement is a part of the new W.N.A.C. structure
which was approved at the 1971 session — win souls through
helping.

A NEED MET: SPECIAL PANEL, July 11

The Tuesday morning special pastor's and layman’s panel
dealt forthrightly with the problems of developing a
"Super-Aggressive Bible Church,” the possibility of
succeeding and the product of such a program. This panei of
men handied well a subject which has been severely neglected
at FWB conventions and, yet, one in which every honest and
alert pastor and fayman is vitally interested.

Seven men spoke to the point in specialized areas
surrounding the ‘‘large church” ministry. They were Homer
Young, Keith Kenemer, Gene Parrisher, Claudie Hames, Jerry
Dudley and Dr. Joe Ange who presided.

Every man agreed that to reach numbers was to reach
souls. They all verified that the large church does not just
happen; it is specifically planned for, Dr. Ange keynoted the
panef by showing that ‘‘no city in the history of the world
has ever been entirely converted.” He said, “We evangelize
cities; we convert people; it is from the evangelized areas that
God calls out a people for His name.”

The one prerequisite that the panel unanimously endorsed
was personal soul-winning. Preacher involvement, lay
involvement, church-wide involvement in this prerequisite
must be primary. Parrisher said, “You've got to be in God's
place doing God’'s work . . . and you‘ve got to have people to
help you; one man cannot do it alt.” Dudley followed with a
warning against ‘‘misuse, disuse and abuse of worker
potential.”

Each man made his unique contribution to the whole
panel. The most unusual and probably best received thrust
came from the one layman on the panel, Keith Kenemer:
“We don't need more methods on file, what we need is more
men on fire.,” Claudie Hames reminded the brimming-full
room that “Free Will Baptists have always excelled in
preaching, but if we expect to excell in big churches it must
be done through sou! winning,”

10


































