





SPIRITISM NOT LIMITED TO FOREIGN COUNTRIES

United States: A Seedbed For The Occult

By Bobby Poole

“By far the oldest form of religious
cult extant today, and certainly one of
the deadliest where the certainty of
divine judgment is concerned, is that of
Spiritism, often erroneously referred to
as ‘Spiritualism’,” says Walter R. Martin
in his book, The Kingdom of the Cults.

Spiritism is usually associated with
other countries, such as Africa or Brazil,
but the United States may be more of a
seedbed for the occult than one cares to
admit, As Free Will Baptist and other
missionaries returned to Brazil after
furtoughs, they would relate experiences
and trends in America. Upon returning
to the States in May of 1971, [, too, was
brought face to face with many
circumstances very similar to what we
faced in Brazil. | would iike to share
some of my observations about the
influence and inroads of Spiritism in
America.

| believe that Satan, in the wake of
materialism, modernism and general
rebellion against authority (both man’s
authority and God’s authority}, is
“brain-washing” Americans to accept
Spiritism and witchcraft. § shali list
some of the things | notice the devil is
using as means to incite the mind and
heart toward the works of darkness,

There is no doubt that there is a real
interest throughout the country in the
occult. “Occult is defined as ‘beyond
the bounds of ordinary knowledge;
mysterious; conceaied or hidden from
view; pertaining to certain reputed
sciences, such as magic, astrology, and
other arts and practices involving use of
divination, incantation, magical

formuiae, etc.’” The King James Bible
used the word ‘sorcerers’ as the general
term to include ali occultism and calis
occult practitioners ‘sorcerers’.”
(Christian Reader, August-September,
1972, page 2} From New York to
California, the explorers of the occult
are searching for a religious experience
that leads many of them into
witchcraft.

How does this affect you and other
Free Will Baptists? In my travels | have
discovered that witcheraft is not
confined to the Churches of Satan
scattered around the country {one such
church claims 10,000 members) but
touches cities, suburban America, small
country towns and communities,
homes, schools and even churches. This
rise of interest in the occult does affect
your churches and your schoois.

TELEVISION

The devil is using television to
stimuiate interest in the occult. There
are a number of programs that deal with
witchcraft and Spiritism., Some are
comedies such as | Dream of Jeannie”
and “‘Bewitched.” The devil likes for
one to laugh at such programs because
witcheraft is then more readily viewed
as harmless and innocent fun. This is the
purpose of the programs.

A number of individuals have spolen
to me about the fate night talk shows
and noted that many of them deai with
the occult. Many of the television films
and even series programs have dealings
with  voodoo and spiritism. Even
cartoons have not escaped the
influences of spiritism, witches,
witchcraft and blackmagic. Check a
copy of “TV Guide” and notice how
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many programs deal with the occult, If
the devil can get us into “neutral gear”
and persuade us to think there s
nothing bad about witchcraft or that it
all is make beiieve, he has us prepared to
accept manifestations of his power in
other forms.
LITERATURE

The devit is using literature as never
before. Many major magazines have
carried artictes on Spiritism and
witchcraft within the past year. In
hookstores across the country, one can
see book after book that deals with the
occult. These books are not under the
counter or to be found in “aduit only”
type of bookstores, but they are found
in major department and discount stores
across the nation. As one examines
these books, he wili find that many of
them deal with perverted sex. Sexual
perversion and Spiritism, as well as
other forms of the occult, are associated
together, One reads of nude women
being used as altars in satan worship
services and of meetings held in the
nude. This “sexular freedom’ craze that
is sweeping America is satanic and
demonic. The devil is using literature to
stimulate interest in sex and Spiritism
and this misdirected interest can be very
dangerous, Dr, Vance Havner says, in
speaking of the filth that is available in
bookstores and newsstands, "Not since
Manhattan |sland was sold for $26.00
has so much dirt been for sale for so
cheap.”

Even the Sunday comics or
“funnies’” have not escaped. | have in
my files a Sunday cartoon of “Lil
Abner’’ that deals with reincarnation,
trance, and communication with the
dead. Also, | have copies of the daily
cartoon of "Gil Thorpe' that deal with
witches, witchcraft, hexs, spells and
curses. The newspaper comic “‘Friday
Foster” is now dealing with the same

subjects.
»
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OKLAHOMA CHURCH OCCUPIES NEW SANCTUARY

NORMAN, OKLA. - Beneath
laminated arches which pierce skyward
some 40 feet, 456 worshippers joined
together Sunday, September 17 for the
first service in the recently completed
sanctuary of the First Free Will Baptist
Church.

This memorahie occasion came
almost to the day, 22 vears after the
church was first organized September
16, 1960, with 44 charter members. The
church now averages near 200 in
Sunday school attendance.

The dedication of the new sanctuary
was held in conjunction with the annuat
homecoming day Sunday, October 15.

The new auditorium seats
approximately 500 persons and has
been designed so that a baicony can be
added when necessary. One of the
distinctive features of the new sanctuary
is the large expanse of catherdral glass at
the back of the pulpit area which
encases a 28 foot high cross. The colors
of the cathedrai glass blend with the
wall to wall carpeting and the padded
pews. The cost of the new facility was
near $100,000,

Pastor Q. T. Dixon stated the
addition which joins the new sanctuary
to the original church plant is being
utilized for additional office space.

WYOMING CHURCH
UNDERGOES RENOVATION,
BUYS PARSONAGE

TORRINGTON, WYQ, — The interior
of the church building purchased three
years ago by the First Free Will Baptist
Church of Torrington has been
completely renovated according to the
pastor, the Reverend Fred Lucas. In
addition to the remodeling program, the
church has purchased a four bedroom
parsonage,

Pastor Lucas reperts that a peak
attendance of 61 has been reached with
an average of almost 50 in attendance
each Sunday. He reports the work is
becoming more firmly established as
converts are becoming actively involved
in the church’s cutreach.

This work was started in 1969 when
the Lucas family moved from California
to Torrington. Except for regular
monthly support from the Antioch
Church in California and one year of
support from the Exeter Church in
California, the church has been
established without any outside
assistance.

CALIFORNIA CHURCH
DEDICATES NEW
EDUCATIONAL FACILITIES

SANTA PAULA, CALIF, — The
newly-constructed educational wing of
the First Free Will Baptist Church of
Santa Paula was dedicated in special
services Sunday afternoon, September
17,1872,

The special speaker for this occasion
was Mr. Jack Williams, dean of
California Christian College at Fresno.

The new unit consists of eight
classrooms, a nursery and restrooms.
Last January, the church dedicated the
first phase of its new building which
consisted of an auditorium and
ciassrooms. The Reverend Gordon
Bradshaw is pastor.

OUTDOOR SERVICE BREAKS ATTENDANCE RECORD

JOHNSON CITY, TENN, "The
Sermon On The Mount” Sunday
attracted 706 people to the outdoor
services of the Central Free Will Baptist
Church on the first Sunday of October.
This attendance set a Sunday school
record for the church according to the
pastor, George Higgins, who was
ohserving his tenth anniversary as
minister of this East Tennessee church.

The Reverend Rufus Coffey,
Executive Secretary of the National
Association of Free Will Baptists, was
present for this special Sunday. He
stated that the attendance sets a record
for any Free Will Baptist Sunday school
in Tennessee. Mr. Coffey spoke during
the Sunday schocl hour on the sixth
Commandment, “Thou shalt not kill.”

The services were held on the
newly-acquired five acre tract of land on
which the church is planning to
relocate. With more than 700 feet of
street frontage on John Exum Parkway,
the property is located across the street
fram the Science Hill High School. The
property, with a ten room house, was
purchased for $150,000.00. Tentative
plans now call for the erection of a
1,160 seat auditorium to accommodate
the surging attendance.

In additicn to operating ten buses,
special attention is being given to
building a large adult Sunday school
class. On this Sunday, the adult class
had 181 present. The class goal for
November is a record of 320 with an
average of 300 to be present each
Sunday.

The church has aiready achieved one
of its projected goals for 1972, that of
reaching an average attendance of 500
in Sunday school. During the month of
September the average was b14. The
status of other 1972 goals is as follows:
277 saved, goal is 300; 58 baptized, goal
is 200: and 70 of the forecast goai of
200 have united with the church.

ALL DRESSED UP — Pastor and Mus.
Higgins and two year old daughter,
Wendy, joined with other members of
the Central congrepgation by dressing
“old fashion™ for the special “Sermon
On The Mounl' Sunday.
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inside Anton LaVey’s Church Of Satan

In front of a black, three story
Victorian house at 6114 California
Street in San Francisco sits a biack
Oldsmobile with the license plate
“"VAMPYR.”

An eight foot cyclone fence is strung
across the front of the house, and entry
can be made only through the
electronically locked gate. A large red
and white “"No Trespassing’”” sign is on
the garage door,

This is the headquarters for the
Church of Satan, a church that its
founder Anton Szandor La Vey
estimates has more than 10,000 active
members in the United States and
thousands more in countries abroad.

This is the church that practices the
Black Mass, where a naked girl lies on
the aitar and is defiled sexually by the
High Priest. This is the church that has
captured the attention of many
non-helievers in Christianity, preying on
their pocketbooks and desire for
hedonistic pleasure.

This is also the church whose Satanic
Bible has been read and possessed by
youthfui murderers in Florida, Montana
and California. It is a church that has
attracted the attention of dozens of
show business personalities, some of
whom have died violentiy later.

SATANIC CHURCH HEAD

tts founder, Anton Szandor La Vey
in April, 1966 shaved his head in the
tradition of ancient strongmen and
announced formation of the church, He
put on a clerical collar and with his
shaved head, satanic cut beard and
narrow evyes, took on the proper
demonic appearance to head the Devil's
church.

The purpose of the gathering was to
get together “a group of like-minded
individuals for the wuse of their
combined energies in calling up the dark
force in nature that is called Satan,’” La
Vey says in his paperback, pocketsized
Satanic Bible, which outsells the Holy
Bibie 100 to one in some sections of the
country.

La Vey, 41, got the idea that the
Devil is alive and popular with people

while playing the organ for carnival
sideshows.

La Vey then went to work on
formulating his religion, which serves as
the antithesis to Christianity and its
Judaic heritage.

The original intent of the back orders
he studied was to blaspheme, mock the
Christian church, and address
themselves to the Devii as an
anthropomorphic deity that represented
the reverse of God,

By its own admission, “there is no
altruism or love-thy-neighbor concept in
the Satanic religion, except in the sense
of hetping other adherents of the Black
Path to gain their desires by group
energy.

“Satanism is a btatantly seifish,
hrutal religion,” the “bible’ states. “'It
is based on the belief that man is
inherently a selfish, viclent creature,
that life is a Darwinian struggle for
survival of the fittest, that the earth will
be ruled by those who fight to win the
ceaseless competition that exists in all
jungles — including that of urban
societies, On that score, the Church of
Satan may be justly criticized, although
even its critics will have to admit that its
philosophy is based on logic and reai
conditions that exist in the worid.”

MEMBERSHIP QUESTIONS

Appticants  for membership are
subjected 1o a questionnaire which asks:

“Have you gone out of your way to
study occuitism? If so, which aspect(s)
interests you most? Do you own books
on occult subjects? How many? Do you
tike horror films? Do you believe in the
power or force that is termed “‘magic?"’
Do you think you are highly sexed? If
you are a woman, would you consider
serving as an aitar for a ceremony? Is
there anything vyou fear as a
consequence of your involvement in
Satanism?

On the back page of the application
is the admonition ""PLEASE DON'T
FORGET YOUR APPLICATION FEE
AND SNAPSHOT.”

SATANIC STATEMENT
On a vyellow sheet are the nine
Satanic Statements:

t. Satan represents
instead of abstinence!

2. Satan represents vital existence,
instead of spiritual pipe dreams!

indulgence,

3. Satan represents undefiled
wisdom, instead of hypocritical
self-deceit!

4, Satan represents kindness to those
who deserve it, instead of love wasted
on ingrates!

5. Satan represents vengeance,
instead of turning the other cheeik!

6. Satan represents responsibility to
the responsible, instead of concern for
psychic vampires!

7. Satan represents man as just
another animal — sometimes better,
more often worse than those that walk
on ail-fours, who, because of his “divine
spiritual and intellectual development,”
has become the most vicious animal of
allt

8. Satan represents all of the so
called sins, as they all lead to physical,
mental or emotional gratification!

9. Satan has been the best friend the
Church has ever had, as he has kept itin
husiness ail these years!

CONDONES SEX

La Vey states that “'Satanism
condones any type of sexual activity
which properly satisfies your individual
desires — be it heterosexual,
homosexual, bisexual, or even asexual,
if you choose.

““Satanism also sanctions any fetish
or deviation which will enhance your
sex life . . .

“Adherence to the sensible and
humanistic new morality of Satanism
can — and will — evolve society in which
our children can grow up healthy and

without the devastating moral
encumbrances of our existing sick
society.”

The church of Satan, as the reader
can see, is the antithesis of Christianity.
fts beliefs are an outrage, blasphemous
to those who know Jesus Christ, It is
easy for anyone with a smattering of
decency to see the seifishness, lust,
power and hateful overtones of this
so-called “church.”

{f Christinas see the obvious flaws in
Satanism and readily reject La Vey's



self-indulgence, anti-Christ philosophy,
why should they be concerned about
the growth and increasing popularity of
this force?

WHY BE CONCERNED

Concerned citizens and Christians
should be alerted about the Satanic
influences for several reasons, according
to Rev. Morris Cerullo, founder of the
San Diego youth Action Center:

1. Satanism poses a threat to the
values that have long held the fabric of
our society together,

These are the values known as tove of
our fellow man, belief in God,
abstinence from overinduigence,
moderation, fair play, respect for the
rights of other, liberty and freedom.

When one embraces the selfish
philosophy of the Satanist church, one
is rejecting those positive values that
come with the humanitarian respect for
others.

Satanism reduces man to a selfish
animal, greedy and lustful.

fmproving the lot of mankind on this
earth is impossibie when we think only
of ourselves. Christian commitment,
Christ’s love teaches us that we must
love others as ourselves, A life that is
bhased solely on “me first’” guickly
resorts to a low form of barbarism.

2. Satanism’s growth is a sign of the
decay that threatens to cripple the
moral fiber of any strong nation.
America was built on individualism, but
not the kind of individualism proposed
by La Vey. America's forefathers made
no bones about their belief in God, their
dependence upon the Almighty to forge
ahead in building the greatest nation on
the face of the earth,

Allowing the phiiosophy of Satanism
to permeate society is like gradually
poisoning the body of the nation.
Satanism promotes a brand of
permissiveness which is inconsistent
with promoting individual responsibility
for the improvement of the individual
or fellow man.

3. Satanism attracts, and encourages
anti-social behavior. While La Vey
attempts to cover up and deny that the
church would encourage anyone to
murder ar wrang others, nonethejess its
rituals encourage hate. Nothing or little
is said about the real power of love,

The mentally unbalanced who follow
it go off the deep end committing
crimes,

{Courtesy of Morris Cerullo Evangelism. )

‘What can citizens do_to stem the =
“.rising tide of witchcraft? :

.'That is a question being asked

" .frequently as the far-reaching effects of

this “dangerous - practice = becomes

. ‘blatantly obvious.

" “There. is something you can do if

“you're concerned,” according to Dr.
Morris Cerullo, p.esrdent of The San
" Diego youth Action Center.

“To do something about it, one must

- first be aware of its existence. After
‘hecoming aware of the situation,” -Rev.

Cerullo said, ‘The rext step is to

" educate yoursetf and your frrends to the
-dangers.’””

" He listed 12 additional peitinent

eteps which the concerned Jindividual
-mlght take.

1. Write letters to newspaper and

-magazine editors criticizing their use of
.. horoscopes,

calumns and articles
glamorizing witchcraft. Encourage
editors to investigate the seriousness of
the accuit problem and to fun artlcies
on it.

‘2. Sponsor occult aw areness

_programs_at churches. Get the churches
‘of the community educated to the

problem and seek joint .action against
occult trouble spots, '
3. Boycott stores -which sell items

"dealing with the occult. Let store -

owners ‘know of vyour boycott via
letters, telephone calls or personal visits.

Group or club boycotts are even more - .
" effective than individual boycotts.

-4 Investigate to  see if ogcult
subjects .are being taught in vyour
schools. Protest the teaching of occult
courses in tax supported schools to the
focal school hoard and to the state

superintendent of schools, Te find out

if the occult is being taught as a course,

check with ‘students and  school
‘administrators for the latter has been

known " to keep this. information
confidentiat, - N

-5, Report ‘suspicious persons and

activities to the police, People
conducting meetings during full moon
nights could ‘be practicing witchecraft

and blood sacrifices. Also, any person

carrying finger or arm bones as jewelry
or pocket items, should be reported for

_investigation.

" 6. Seek to ‘have age limitations

_'_---established on those who may check
- oceult books out of the local library.
- Many of the how-to-do it sex books are
“handled in this manner -with great

success. Also point out to the library
board such. .a system would curtail

' .steahng of the books WhICh has been a

blg probtem
7. erte legislative leaders opposing

: federai, state - or local funding to
underwrite occult programs in schools
" or research projects. Seek legisfation to
‘keep occulttsm from be;ng taught in

: sehoois

{nitiate school OCcult stop”

- seminars. Get a team of students
. together who are ex-occultists to visit

schools giving educational seminars on

“the subject. Your team should be
composed of Christians since they are

the only ones who really know how to
deal with these spiritual forces,
"9, Keep media opinion makers and

_civic leaders ‘posted of the ‘occult

problem, so they will not endorse or
glamarize it. Protest to the FCC ahout
television and radio witchcraft shows or

- if fair treatment was not given to both
sides of the situation.

10. Get women's clubs and other
service organizations to sponsor
knowledgeable speakers on the subject.

.Often occultism develops through the
- mentioned groups who freguently book

occult -speakers, so there is no better

‘place to mp rt than in these same
- groups. :

‘11, Write or prcket ‘movie houses
that show offensive occult films. Parents
should screen the movie ads closely to
be sure their children are not attendlng
such films.

- A2, Pray for-or Wlth those involved
in the occult, Jesus is the only effective

“answer 10 "deiivering “the . ocoult
'depressed and oppressed o

f Courtesy of Morns Ceru!/o E vangehsm }






























