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FIFTY YEARS
OF PREACHING

“You can’t see the shadows when
you walk facing the sun."”

SEEKING TO FULFILL A VOID that existed in the earlier
days of the Free Will Baptist work, Brother E. E. Morris
brought together a group of the young Oklahoma preachers
to discuss ministerial ethics. The occasion was about 1950 af
the Capitol Hill Church in Oklchoma City. Present were: first
row, left to right, Mr. and Mrs. Bailey Thompson, Mrs.
Stanley Mooneyham, a lad named Hunt from the Capitol Hill

By Delbert Akin
Few ministers live to enjoy the
fruit of 50 years of fabor in the work of
the Lord. The Reverend Edward E.
Morris, pioneer preacher and evangelist,
not only will enjoy that rare privilege
this year {1973), but he continues to
reap new harvests in the church which
he presently pastors, the First Free Will
Baptist Church at Sulphur, Oklahoma.
He is also active in the work of the
Hopewell No, 2 Association and the
QOklahoma State Association. His
continued interest and participation in
these as wetl as the National Association
of Free Will Baptists are an inspiration
and chalienge to all who know him.
Brother Morris was converted and
began preaching in 1923. He was
licensed at Sugar Loaf Mountain Church
in the Roberts McGee Association in
southeastern Oklahoma. His ordination
to the gospel ministry was at the lron
Chapel Free Will Baptist Church of the
Dibble Association in 1928. He had
moved his family from Monroe in
southeastern Oklahoma to Blanchard,
Oklahoma in 1927,

Church, Mr. and Mrs. Weldon Wood and Mr. and Mrs. J. R.
Hall. Second row: Mr. and Mrs. Roy Waddle, Mr. Carl
Waddle, the late Mrs. Morris and Mr. Morris, Mr. and Mrs.
Reford Wilson and Mr. Joe Blair. Third row: Mr. and Mrs,
Bob Duncan, Mr. and Mrs. Charles Sapp, Mr. Stanley
Mooneyham and Mr. Lynn Wood.



in the 1930's Mr. Marris preached
throughout Qklahoma where Free Will
Baptist churches were active. He and the
Reverend John Bean, another pioneer
preacher in QOklahoma, became
interested and burdened to start
churches in the larger cities, Most of the
early Free Wili Baptist work was in rural
communities with worship services in
school houses and community buildings.
He led the organization of the Central
Avenue Church (now Southern QOaks) of
Oklahoma City in 1939. The Capitol
Hifl Church, where he was pastor from
1948 until 1956, was aiso organized in
1939. QOther pastorates included
churches in California as well as
Oklahoma. He was State Evangelist for
Oklahoma Free Will Baptists from
1936-1938. He has been active in youth
work, having led in the organization of
the first statewide youth raily.

When many other Free Will Baptist
ministers were openly opposed to
forming a National Association of Free
Will Baptists, or were concerned only
with local churches and regional
organizations, Brother Morris was
pressing for a national union which
would bring Free Will Baptists together,
He recalls attending a meeting of the
Western Cooperative Association in
1934 at Tulsa, Okiahoma, where plans
were made to attempt a merger of west
and east. He also was at Denison, Texas,
a year later, in 1935, when adate was set
to meet that year at Cofer’s Chapel
Church in Nashville, Tennessee, to

organize the National Assocation. He |
was a strong and vocal advocate for the |

formation of this Association. Even

during the many times when he has :

raised his voice to be heard both for and

against issues that have confronted the

denomination, it has been clear and

plain that his canvictions have remained :
unchanged about the need for a strong |
and :

denominational organization

program.

Although it is difficult to determine :
what has been the greatest achievement
for Brother Morris, his election 1o the |
office of Moderator of the National :

ABOUT THE WRITER: Mr.

onece served by Brother Morris. Mr

Akin, a gradugte of Oklahoma Baptist
is a member of -

University at Shawnee,
Oklahoma’s State Home Mission Board.

Akin is
pastor of the First Free Will Baptist
Church in Ada, Oklahoma, a pastorate .

Association of Free Will Baptists at its
fifteenth annuai session at Nashville,
Tennessee, in 18951 has to stand near the
top of the list. He served three years in
this office moderating sessions at
Shawnee, Qklahoma, 1952; Mount
Vernon, IHinois, 1953; and Spartanburg,
South Carclina, 1954, During the years
of his leadership, a National Executive
QOffice was established in Nashville,
Tennessee, with all the national boards
coming together far the first time. The
first full time Executive Secretary of the
National Association was elected. He led
in the effort and saw the Cooperative
Plan of Support adopted for the
National Association.. Although not
endorsed in all sectiong of the country,
this plan has been an undergirding of
support for the boards and commissions
of the various departments of the
Nationai Association. He also led in
publication of the first denominational
magazine which was named “Contact,”
aname it still carries,

Eternity alone will have to reveal the
number of those whom Edward E.

Morris has won to the Lord and the
influence of those whom he has led to
become co-taborers in the Gospel
through preaching, teaching, and other
avenues of service in the church,

From that day when he was born on
June 8, 1897, in Danville, Arkansas,
until the day when he was ""born again"’
in the Spirit of Christ, and unti the
present time, God has blessed and kept
this preacher of truth and defender of
the faith. When the final curtain is
drawn on his life here on earth, like Paul
of old, he can report in glory, 1 have
fought a good fight, | have finished my
course, | have kept the faith:
Henceforth there is laid up for me a
crown of righteousness, which the Lord,
the righteous judge, shali give me at that
day ..."”

Brother Morris is a natural optimist
with a determined courage to press on
even in the midst of trial and
opposition. His philosophy can best be
summarized by one of his favorite
sayings, “You can't see the shadows

when you walk facing the sun.”” A







After teaching in the public schools
for thirteen vyears, he gave up teaching
to enter a full-time pastoral ministry at
Pocahontas, Arkansas, 1945-49, after
having served said church four years on
a quarterly and half-time basis. Pastoral
care of several churches was continued

at Red Bay, Alabama in 1949-51;
Wewoka, Okiahoma, 1951-54; Goshen
North Belmont, North Caroclina,

1954-61; and Fairmont Park, Norfolk,
Virginia, 1961-65, He served as dean
and instructor at Piedmont Bibie
institute of Cramerton, North Carolina,
1957-61. He came to the Wooddale Free
Will Baptist Church near Knoxviile,
Tennessee in 1965, and began his eighth
year there August 15, 1972,

After being clerk of Arkansas” Social
Band Association 1229-36, he served as
moderator in 1940-50. After being clerk
of the Arkansas State Association,
1933-37, he was elected moderator
1938-48. He served as a member of the
National Association Board of
Publications and Literature, National
Radio and TV Board, National Sunday
School Board and served as moderator
of the National Association from
1960-62.

While in Oklahoma, he assisted in the
organization of the Progressive
Association and served as promotianal
secretary and first editor of the
Progressive Promoter, which was the
forerunner of the present state paper,
The Promoter.

In the field of publication and
journalism, he was first editor of the
Arkansas Free Will Baptist Landmark,
which is now the Arkansas Vision. While
in the Piedmont Association of North
Carolina, he was the first editor of the
Piedmont Promoter and served as
promoticnal secretary, The publication
of the weekly midweek paper, known as
the Congregational Crusader, was begun
at the Goshen Church and continued at
Fairmount Park and Wooddale
Churches. While in Alabama, he was
state promotional secretary.

The Wooddale Free Will Baptist
church, where he now ministers, is a

ABQUT THE WRITER: Having served
as Director of the Foreign Missions
Department from 1850-1959, Mr. Riggs
is no stranger to Free Will Baplisis. He Is
currently pastoring the Cenlral Free Will
Baptist Church in Royal Qak, Michigan
and is a meniber of the denomination’s
Board of Foreign Missions,

HONQRED FOR SER VICE as past moderators of the National Association were
the Reverends Ralph Sidulen, left, and Charles Thigpen. This presenlation was
made by Reverend Stanley Mooneyham, who began his tenure ¢s moderator al
that 1963 session in Detroit, Michigan.

member of the Union Association and
Western Quarterly Meeting. He served
two years as moderator of the Union
Association,

In 1967, he became a victim of an
heart attack. After three months of
little activity, he resumed active pastoral
service. Within the past two years, he
has been hospitalized five times for
removal of malignant tumors in the
neck, ear and throat. Within the last two
years, he has had two different series of
cobalt treatments, the limit of
twenty-five and seventeen. A biopsy of
ulcer on the gum in July of 1972
indicates the maiignancy has been
stopped. Within the last five years, there
have been some close calis, Each time
praying friends have seen the hand of a
providentiai  God  intervening and
bringing him through, He says, "I am
humbly grateful for the prayers and
gifts of the church here at Weoddale,
Fairmount Park, Goshen, Pocahontas
and elsewhere. The many cards,
offerings, flowers, visits and words of
well wishes have brought great
encouragement to help me keep on
keeping on.”” Until five years age when
he had the heart attack, he had a

continuous record of 35 vyears of
ministering each Sunday in the pulpit,
except three, Two of these were the
weekends when two of his children were
born.

In the forty years of ministry in the
work of the Lord among Free Will
Baptists, Brother Staten states, "I have
been in a position across a number of
states to make some observations of
growth and continuous progress,
advancement and achievement on the
local, state and national levels. | was at
the 1934 session of the Eastern
Conference at Jakin, Georgia, and the
merger of the east and west factions of
our denomination at Nashvilie in 1935.
In spite of the trends in today’s religious
world of increased modernism,
liberalism, materiatism, permissivenass
and ecumenicalism, | still can see for
our brotherhood and movement greater
growth and success."”’

| want Brother Staten to know that |
am grateful for his godly life and for his
dedication to the cause of Christ and to
our denomination. i want to give him
flowers while he can still smell them and
enjoy the fragrance. A
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ILLINOIS CHURCH REACHES
1972 GOALS FOR BAPTISMS

DECATUR, ILL. — In the waning
hours of 1972, the First Free Will
Baptist Church here surpassed its goat
by one to baptize 50 converts for the
year,

At B8:30 p.m. on December 31,
Pastor Jim Summerson baptized two
new converts which brought the total to
51. These 51 were among the 144
converts who gave evidence that a spirit
of evangelism prevailed in the church
throughout the year. Forty-seven new
members united with the church during
the year,

The challenge to baptize at least 50
new converts was made in Contact
Magazine in late 1971. Pastor
Summerson accepted the challenge and
led his church in reaching the goal.

This evangelistic outreach
necessitated the construction of
additional facilities. Currently, a
two-storied educational unit with 14
classrooms and two large assembly
rooms is under construction. The target
date for completion is early spring.

The church goals for 1973 inciude
200 cenverts; 100 baptisms; double the
present bus ministry from two to four
buses; and double the average
attendance in all services of the church
by the end of 1973,

VIRGINIA CHURCH HOSTS
ONE DAY BIBLE CONFERENCE

NORFOLK, VA. — A one day Bible
Conference on Tuesday, March 27 will
highlight the revival efforts planned for
the Fairmount Park Free Will Baptist
Church during that week. The
conference should be of interest to Free
Will Baptists in the eastern sectar of the
denomination.

The Reverend Babby Jackson, who is
the evangelist for the revival, wili be
joined for the one day conference by
the Reverends James Earl Raper,
Eugene Waddell and Robert Picirilli, alt
members of the denominationally-
known Gospeliers Quartet, and the
Reverends Don Pegram and Guy Owens,

Ministers and laymen throughout
Virginia and neighboring states are
urged to mark March 27 as a day for
inspiration and Christian fellowship.

STATE LEADERS HEAR MANAGEMENT CONSULTANT

WHITE BLUFF, TENN. — “There is
no improvement except through
change,” thirty-two Free Wili Baptist
leaders from fourteen states were toid
during the management seminar which
highlighted the annual promotional
meeting, January 8-11, at the Hillmont
Training Center,

Dr. Olan Hendrix, a management
expert and the director of the American
Sunday Schoo! Union in Narth
America, conducted a seminar on
various phases of management. His
presentation was so well received by the
state and national leaders in attendance,
that Dr. Hendrix has accepted a return
invitation to speak at the 1974
promoticnal meeting, January 2-4,

By the requests of the participants at

the 1972 meeting, a seminar on writing
news articles was directed by Eugene
Workman, editor of Contact Magazine.
Mr Workman, who is the assistant to the
Executive Secretary, emphasized how to
write lead paragraphs. Later, Dr. J. D.
O'Donnetl, moderator of the Nationai
Association, chaired a session in which
problems commeon to many of the state
leaders were discussed.

According to Rufus Coffey,
Executive Secretary, these sessions are
designed for '“the promotion of better
communications to facilitate carrelating
the state and national ministries,
exchanging ideas and fostering a greater
degree of wunderstanding and
cooperation.””

DISCUSSING THE PROGRAM for the 1973 meeting of promotional men at
Hillmont Training Center are, left to right, Eddie Riddick, clerk of the Florida
State Associalion of Free Will Baptists and also editor of the state paper; Edward

Johns,

m'oderator of the California State Association;

and Allan Moore,

moderator of the Texas State Association.



$500,000 BOND PROGRAM
PLACED IN 27 MINUTES
DURHAM, N.C. — In just 27
minutes on the night of December 31,
1972, the Fellowship Free Will Baptist
Church of Durham completely placed

their $b500,000 program of church
honds.
Pastor l.onnie Graves cdlled the

event a miracle, He said the members of
the church had meticulously planned
the event for two weeks, The radio,
television and newspaper medias were
ail utilized to announce the approaching
“miracle night” bond rally.

The program was for the purpose of
moving the church facilities from
Hamlin Road to Highway 70 By-Pass in
Durham. A completely new structure to
house the church and its Christian
school is now under construction on the
thirteen acre site. The sanctuary, which
will seat 4,000, will be 100 feet wide by
160 feet long. The new Christian school
building will be 60 feet wide by 400
feet fong and will accommodate 700
students in grades 1-12 according to Mr,
Ron Dail, principal.

Mr. Ronald Creech, president of
Capital Church Bonds, inc. of Durham
which handled the program for
Fellowship Church, said, “I know of
only one other church in America that
has had a more successful program. A
church in Madison, Tennessee, sold one
million dollars worth of church bonds
in eighteen minutes.”

Christian Life

Magazine listed

Feilowship Church as the 92nd largest
church in the United States in 1972,

SUBSCRIBERS INQUIRE
ABOUT DELIVERY OF
MAGAZINE

NASHVILLE, TENN. -
Inguiries from subscribers in
several sections of the country
relative to the late delivery of the
December issue of Contact
Magazine prompted a call by
Administrative Editor Eugene
Workman to the local post office.

Officials at the Nashvitle postal
service stated the December issue
was apparently among several
large second and third ciass
mailings which were unknowingly
hacklogged in the terminal. All
second class mail is routed
through the terminal before it is
received in the post office proper
for dispatch.

A  postal spokesman said
officials had alleviated this
bottleneck so that the dispatch of
future publications would not he

delayed in the Nashville office.
However, it was noted that
publications are sometimes

delayed in delivery by procedures
at the point of destination.

HILLSDALE COLLEGE TO
GRANT BACHELOR OF
THEOLOGY DEGREE

MOORE, OKLA. — With a tetter
received Qctober 27, 1972, Hillsdate
Free Wili Baptist College was notified of
the approval by the Oklahoma State
Board of Regents for the granting of a
Bachelor of Theology degree. With this
accreditation of the four year program,
coupled with the junior college liberal
arts accreditation, the ultimate
academic goal of Hilisdale moves nearer,
according to President Bili Jones.

Another first for the college came
this past fall when the college's
basketball team began participating in
intercollegiate competition. Engaging in
intercollegiate competition was delayed
until the compietion of the new
Hillsdale Activity Building. This
$300,000 structure not only houses the
gymnasium, but provides space for an
enlarged cafeteria and library.

LAY EVANGELIST LAUNCHES
SUNDAY SCHOOL REVIVALS

PORSTMOUTH, VA .
— Mr. Keith Kenemer
who has becom
known as an
enthusiastic Free Wil
Baptist lay evangelist
announces tht
formation of Sunday
School Reviva
Ministries. Th
purpose of th
organization is to
revive and awaken the
laity of our churches

to arise to the greatest opportunity of
reaching people the world has ever
known."”" Mr, Kenemer contends this is
through the local Sunday schools.

Sunday School Revivai Ministries
will devote its outreach to three main
areas: lay motivation weeks, soul
winning conferences, and
‘teacher-leadership conferences,

Mr. Kenemer is a graduate of Free
Will Baptist Bible College {1966} and
received his Masters Degree in Religious
Education from Grace Theological
Seminary (1968). Until January, 1973,
he was Minister of Christian Education
at Collinswood Free Will Baptist Church
in Portsmouth. He may be contacted at
1045 Stanley Road, Portsmouth, Va.
23701.

KENEMER

COOP GIVING CONTINUES
TO CLIMB IN JANUARY

NASHVILLE, TENN. - Total
receipts of $14,833.33 during January
exceeded all previous records for
cooperative giving in one single month,

This marked increase in cooperative
giving foliows a record vyear of
denominational income through the
Cooperative Plan in 1872, During the
past year, total coop giving was
$133,781.92. This represents an
increase of 13% over the previous year.

Rufus Coffey, Executive Secretary,
reports that this marked increase of
giving to the Cooperative Plan enabled
the Executive QOffice to reduce the

amount received for operation from
29% in 1971 to 24% in 1972. This
increase of 33% during January

indicates 1973 will be another good
year for cooperative giving.
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A Moderator’s Dream

Ten Thousand People Attend
National Association Of Free Will Baptists

By Dr. J. D. O'Donnell
National Moderator

This would be a thrilling headline to
read in the newspapers after a meeting
of our National Association. A dream?
Maybe. Possibie? [t is possibie and could
be accomplished if our people across the
land would assume the responsibility of
representing at our national meeting as
they have opportunity,

The constitution of the National
Assaciation provides for actual delegate
strength of around six thousand. Only
about one of six possible delegates
presently registers for the meeting. Of
approximately 3,800 ministers who
could attend, less than one in five

usuaily registers as a deiegate. Provision

is made for around 2,500 lay delegates.
Only about one of each ten possible lay
delegates has been registering for each
session.

Increasing numbers of young people
are participating in the youth activities
of the National CTS Department. If
2,000 of our young people attended the
annual meeting and 6,000 lay and
ordained delegates, we would need to
register only 2,000 non-delegates to
attain the 10,000 figure in attendance.

The number is not the all-important
issue. Representation is the important
thing. Lay representation is especially
important to our concept of the Lord’s
work. We do not believe in a clerical
hierarchy in which the clergy controls
the work. That is why the
representation to the national meeting is
constituted so that each local church
can be properly represented and assist in

the business of the Lord. in reality each
church can have two delegates — its
pastor and one layman. Each church
should be represented by hoth. The lay
opinion and vote is extremely
important.

[t won't be long now until July 9
when our National Association of Free
Will Baptists will convene in Macon,
Georgia. Let's make this the year of the
lay delegate. Ministers have been
outnumbering the registered lay
delegates by about 3 to 1. Your church
has probably been sending your pastor,
Make provision this year for one lay
delegate. Elect a delegate and send him
or her to the meeting with a registration
fee of ten doliars and credentials signed
by your pastor and church clerk. Let's
have every local Free Wiil Baptist
church represented by a lay delegate in
Macon!

MAKE PLANS
FOR

MACON

July 9-12,1973

WATCH APRIL’S CONTACT
for a listing of hotel accom-
modations and a reservation
form. All reservations will be
handled by a central agency.
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WORDS FOR WOMEN

Do you ever find yourself not doing
what you think is the right thing to do
simply because you to not have the grit
to keep from going along with the
popular trends. Do you sometimes feel
that your thinking is sluggish and is
heing molded into what | shail call
“he-tike-itis.” The adage “everbody's
doing it carries a lot of weight these
days with many people. Within recent
years there has been a conglohneration
of unbiblical philosophy blended into
today’s thinking which seemingly stifies
the desire to think or act differently.
Are we as Christians doing anything to
stop this onslaught, especially among
our youth?

If one’s daily living keeps step with
the general thinking and practice of
modern society, Christian distinction is
lost. Biblical standards of right and
wrong are sometimes sacrificed and
submerged into a demilitarized zone as
far as spirituality is concerned. If there
is not an active engagement with the

The Disease of “Be-Like-Itis”

By Myrtle Jones

Lord, there is no opposition to the
devil. Where are the precious pearls of
godly convictions?

There is the story of a beautiful
princess who fell asleep in a boat with
her costly pearls about her neck. She
did not know that she had lost them
ore by one until she awoke and they
were gone. They were irretrievable, but
godly convictions can be regained
through the Word of God and prayer,
Jesus said, "1 counsel of thee to buy of
me gold tried in the fire, that thou
mayest be rich;” {Rev. 3:18).

Do you sometimes feel depressed and
“all washed up’’ by the pressures of iife?
The thing that can be most devastating
to life is to drift with the tide. |t takes
the grace of God to be determined to
stand for the right when you know
some will say you are asquare, There is
definitely a line of demarcation between
that which is godly and that which is
worldly. Ged is to be praised for He is
that unseen force which enables us to

know and embrace that which is godiy.
The Bible has a remedy: | beseech you
therefore, brethern, by the mercies of
God, that ye present your hodies a
living sacrifice, holy acceptable unto
God ... and be not conformed tec this
world.” (Romans 12:1-2a)

We must fellowship with God daily
in His Word and in prayer. Qnly then
will He set our thinking and our
standards according to His Word. The
deepest longings of the human heart are
for peace and tranquillity.

There is a beautiful painting with the
caption “‘Peace and Tranquillity.”” A
storm is raging. The trees are hent to the
ground by the mighty wind. It depicts
bedlam to the average eye. Where then
is peace? High upon the side of the
mountain is a cleft in the rock. In the
cleft there is a little bird sitting very
calm and serene because she is safe from
the storm. “The Lord is my rock, and
my fortress, and my detiverer; my God,
my strength, in whom | wilf trust; . .."”
(Psaim 18:2).

ABOUT THE WRITER: Mrs. Jones is
the wife of the Reverend Lester Jones, a
Free Will Baptist minister of long
standing. The have served churches in
several states, However, Mr. Jones is
now disabled and hes not been active in
the pastorate since 1963. They reside in
Mountain Grove Missouri, Fy




PORTRAIT OF A FREE WILL BAPTIST EVANGELIST

By Mary R. Wisehart

In 1780, when Benjamin Randall was
organizing Free Will Baptists in the East,
Ciement Phinney was born in Gorham,
Maine. In his teen vyears and early
twenties perhaps no one, least of all
Clement Phinney himself, imagined that
he would become an evangelist. His
biographer describes him as very
worldly, attempting to stifle the voice
of God by living in sinful pleasure and
ridiculing sacred things. Phinney was
converted in 1806, however, and gave
himself to fulltime evangelism about
nine years later.

in 1851, D. M. Graham, pastor of the
First Free Will Baptist Church, New
York, wrote a biography of Clement
Phinney. While Graham had the benefit
of talking with Phinney and getting his
version of incidents, the biographer
regretted the fact that the evangelist
kept no journals. Because there were no
records, dates could not be verified and

some whole periods of time were
unaccounted for., Still, Graham
preserved the portrait of Clement

Phinney, a man of God, dedicated to his
ministry. His bock also gives insights
into the religious climate and especially

the Free Will Baptists of the mid 19th
century.

One problem Phinney faced in his
work was providing for his family. His
hiographer seemed to have very strong
feelings about the principie of a paid
ministry, for Graham recorded some of
Phinney’s struggles with the problem as
well as some of his own feelings about
the “"false sentiment’” and *‘sad error of
the head'’ which taught that a minister
should not be paid. In one of Phinney’s
last recorded addresses he told of his
struggle to provide and how God
directed him to preach to others their
duty to support their minister.

He said, ""This was very crossing to
me, Most of the older ministers had
preached against alf systemic measures
for raising sataries for themselves and
others. They barely tolerated private
gifts ... This doctrine had been sweet
to me in former years. | thought it
nothing tess than gospel. How strange
that my early training had so hlinded
me!’" He recalled his experience with a
deacon whom he had gently reminded
of his responsibility to his pastor. This
deacon, thinking Phinney was speaking
for himself as weil as the pastor, assured
the evangelist that he would always be
treated to the best at his house and
wouid always be weicome., After
thanking the deacon for these
sentiments, the evangelist added, “But |
never go to your place without wishing

{ my poor wife and children could have

some good things, as well as | and my
old harse.” In spite of the prevailing
attitude toward a paid ministry and
some struggles, Phinney made it clear
that he was well provided for in later
years. He brought up ten children and in

1851 couid say that he and his
companion had “enocugh for the
present.”

Some incidents Graham recorded

give interesting sidetights into Phinney's
life and conduct.

Phinney declared himself a born Free
Will Baptist. When the boy was rilled
in the Catechism as a youngster, he one
day disagreed with the answers on the
decrees of God. His mother was deeply
shocked, but Phinney beiieved in free
will and free salvation before and after
his conversion. As a young man, he
heard an unidentified elderly man
preaching free salvation and decided

that was the doctrine for him. When he
joined the church, he dedicated himse!f
with conviction to the Free Will Baptist
position. At the same time he preached
wherever he had an audience and was
invited to help in various groups,
including Christian, Calvinistic Baptist,
Congregationalist, and Methodist. He
said simply, “I have always loved other
Christians of whatever name,”

The evangelist had a deep respect for
the pastors he worked with. He refused
to perform weddings or funerais or even
to baptize when the person had pastor.
Once a pastor sent persons converted in
Phinney’s revival services to request
baptism from the evangelist. This
particular pastor had just served a term
in the legislature and had returned,
according to Mr. Graham, ‘backslidden,
as most ministers and professors of
religion are, though unnecessarily, when
they have passed a session in such
bodies.” Phinney refused to fulfill the
duties of the pastor. Consequentiy, the
backslidding pastor was restored and
could perform his duties again.

Gragham described Phinney as a
preacher who caused his audience to
feei deeply. His sermons were tiberally
sprinkied with anecdotes and
illustrations from the worid he knew
best. Graham paid him a high
compliment when he wrote, “in
delivery, he does not try to be natural,
but what is a thousand times better, he
is natural,”

He must have been a wise man with a
keen sense of humor. At sixty he told
several fellow ministers that he feared
that he, if not already, would soon
become childish. “But if | must be a
child, 1 will do the best | can to secure
good tutors and governors,” he said. He
then proceaded to choose three
ministers as his governors and never
forgot to remind them of their
responsibility,

Eli Noyes in a letter to Graham about
Phinney's biography summed up well
what could be said and perhaps should
be said about other Free Will Baptist
ministers today: “The old man is ane of
nature’s original paintings and ought to
be framed before it is too late.” A
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CHURCH PERSONNEL CHANGES

These changes in Free Will Baptist
pastoral and other church personnel
areg provided by CONTACT Magazine
as a service to its readers, No personnel
will be listed as having feft a place of
service until he is called officially to
serve with ancther congregation,

PASTORATES
ALABAMA

Johnny Williams to  Harmony
Church, Leighton, from First Church,
Bartiesvitle, Okla.

Rudolph Shankie to First Church,
Decatur, from Stoney Creek Church,
Ypsilanti, Michigan,

George  Stitt to First  Church,
Opetika, from Jewell Church,
Kirksviite, Missouri,

Harold Pitts to Northpert Church,
Northport, from Canton Church,
Canten, North Carolina.

Eustice Riggs to Russellville
Church, Russelivitle,

ARKANSAS

Jerry Fields te Corning Church,
Corning from Thayer Church, Thayer,
Missouri.

CALIFORNIA

QOriin Doss to Hughson Church,
Hughsan, from Northside Church,
Phoenix, Arizana,

Vern Gunnels to Selma Church,
Selma from Demaree Church, Visalia.
FLORIDA

Gene Helion to First, Miami from
Richland Avenue, Nashvitle, Tennessec,
GEORGIA

Gilbert O°String to  Emmanuel
Church, Cotumbus,

Howard Hensley to Bay Chuich,
Hartsfield, from teadington Church,
Leadington, Missouri,

MICHIGAN

Wayne Jacobs to Stoney Creek
Church, Ypsilanti, from Liberty
Church, Detroit.

MISSQURI

Wayne Wagner to South Fremont
Church, Springfield, from Southeast
Church, Tulsa, Oklahoma,
OKLAHOMA

8ill Haynes to Central Church,
Muskogee.

TENNESSEE

H. C. Beasley to Branden's Chapel,
Bumpus Milis, from First Church,
Dicksan.

Tom Clark to Chattanooga First
Church, Hixon.

TEXAS

Thurmaon Murphy to Grace Church,
White Settlerment, from Northport
Church, Northpert, Alabama.

OTHER PERSONNEL
MISSISSIPPI
Bill Gardner to First Church in
Columbus as Associate Pastor of Music
and Youth, from First Bible Church,
MNew Castle, Indiana.







OUR
READERS

COMMENT

DOESN'T APPRECIATE
“TONGUES” ARTICLES

Dear Sirs,

Please remove my name from
your mailing list, I did not feel as
if you did or are doing justice to
various other doctrines. Some of
my friends are of the Pentecostal
belief. They are very strict and
separated. I have noticed also that
there are docirines that I feel are
much more damnable, as the
Calvinistic doctrines, that you
would be better off attacking.
And you do not. Free Will
Baptists are getting much more
infiltrated with these than with
Pentecostal. Many of our or rather
most of our people do not even
attend feet washing services and
many believe in eternal security.

I do not write in anger and [
know that the Pentecostal beliefs
are greatly abused by the Jesus
Movement, ete, But when I see
the lives of those who are so
sincere and such prayer warriors
then it hurts me to see them
abused . , .

I am remaining a friend in
Christ who believes in being in
unity with born again believers
walking in the spirit.

In Christ,
Bob Grindstaff
Erwin, Tenn.

Dear Brother Workman:

I have been receiving
CONTACT for many years now
and wish to congratulate you ona
job being well done, Not to the
discredit by any means of former
editors, but seemingly the last five
or six issues have been the best
ever published. Al the features
are good, but I especially
appreciate the articles recently on
the following:

1. Herbert W, Armstong and
His Teaching

2. The Tongues Movement

3. Articles in the current issue
dealing with the OQeccult and
Satanism

God bless you in this work and
any encouragement that I can give
vou in it, you have it.

Sincerely in Christ,
Kenneth L. Fafson
Hazelhurst, Georgia



Dear Sir:

Please send me five (5) extra
copies of the Nou. CONTACT. |
need them very much as I work
with several who are constantly
buying books on the occult and
depending on their horoscope
readings to direct. I've tried to tell
them they are on dangerous
ground. The CONTACT articles
are very convincing, Please bill me
for the extra coples . ..

I also plan to use this material
inmy Intermediate Sunday School
Class.

in Christ
Mrs. C. C. Sheffield
Newton, Georgia

Dear Gene:

We have received two issues of
CONTACT end I have enjoyed
them very much. I must say the

November issue was very
educational,

Sincerely,

Mary Craig

Tuttle, Oklahoma

Dear Friends in Christ,

Qur compliments to Dr.
Simpson on his article, “The
Contemporary Irish Lunacy’ -
Sepi’s. CONTACT. His assessment
of the situalion is refreshing in iis
insight and honesfy. As « fomily
that has made "Derry it’s home for
the past {wo years, we applaud
this timely arficle.

Albert 8. Johnson
Londonderry, North Ireland

Dear Gene:

I commend you again for
another good issue of CONTACT
— December.

The article by Dr. Winkle is the
best I have read on the subject of
abortion. It is concise,
professionally writien and morally
and biblically sound.

You are giving your readers
articles that are timely,
informative ahd helpful in toking
gn intelligent stend on moral
issues of our times.

Prayerfully,

J. Reford Wilson

General Director

Foreign Missions Department

Dear Bro, Workman,

Our family enjoys reading
C“CONTACT,” especially the
human interest stories and the
success of people and churches
who were greatly blessed in doing
Hiswill. . .

I think you have geared the
magazine for all phases of people.
My only change would be f{o
request more pages to read,

Sincerely,

Mrs. James L, Lancaster

Ethelsville, Alabama

“ .. A BIT OF SPRING AFTER A LONG WINTER.”

Greetings in the name of Jesus:

In regard to the article in your
June issue “‘Christian Schools Are
Up and Coming.” First, let me tell
you how much I enjoyed the
article ... God seemed to speak
to me through the article.

Let me again express to you
my deep appreciation for your

publication. It is like a bit of
spring after a long hard winter,
May God continue to bless, and
may you continue to publish
unashamedly the fundamentals of
the glorious Word,

I'n His Service
David N. Youngblood
Graham, Kentucky

C 4 " -f
C\}/mrz!z Lfou /or Lfotr gs/is fo the . ..
COOPERATIVE PLAN OF SUPPORT
December 1972
RECEIPTS:
Stale Dec. '72 Dec. *71 Yr.
Coop  Design, to date

Alabama % B - ... % 5,300.85
Arizona 894.24 (713.70) 225.17 2.,934.70
Arkansas 965.36 . 996.23 10,242.77
California 1,025.18 (553.40) 670.18 7,663.25
Colorado - ce 10.09 25,12
Florida - 531,24 7,015.47
Georgia 563.48 639.39 7,782.44
Idaho e . 486.82
linois 1,197.22 11,910.47
Indiana . 227.69
Kansas - 219.00 1,932.70
Kentucky 267.09 . 2,284.72
Marvland 5.00 394.52
Michigan cas - 603.53
Minnesota 43.07 52.21 626.98
Mississippi 29.42 P T4.52 790.92
Missouri 2,755.69(2,755.69) 2,364.79 31,444.28
New Mexico - - - 34.48
North Carolina 75.00 69.38 690.31
North West Assoc. 30.00 - ‘.- 536.86
Ohio 500.28 (5.00) ; 56.76 6,324.39
Oklahoma 2,5617.50 .- 3,140.86 29,885.89
Tennessee 105.37 143.46 2,460.65
Texas - 208.86 1,507.23
Virginia 36.90 . 26.64 507.72
West Virginia 10,70 (10.70) 130.70
Wyoming s Ceen .. 36.46
Totals $9,824.28 $10,631.99 $133,781.92
DISBURSEMENTS:
Executive Dept. $3,363.408 (560.47) $3,477.52 $39,080.55
Foreign Missions 2,174.26(1,278.83) 2,286.11 30,690.87
Bible College 1,700.37 (861.60) 1,976.78 25,911.30
Home Missions 1,574.51(1,041.77} 1,355.56 18,450.23
Church Training Ser. 453.98 (155.69) £98.79 8,797.26
Retirement & Ins. 332.07 (93.42) 486.96 6,302.69
Layman’s Board 164.72  (15.57) 274.35 3,613.81
Commission on Theolog-

ical Liberalism 60.97 (31.14) 75.92 996.09
Miscellaneous ‘e 39.12
Totals $9,824.28 $10,631.99 $133,781.92
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