





fought in the streets. He was determined above all else not to
be poor ail of his iife.

Today the rugged 5-11, 190-pounder testifies that neither
money nor fame are important to him. Jesus Christ has
satisfied every longing of his heart,

Missionary  Bill Fulcher's son, Billy, photographed
Panama’s popular hero, Naturally, Manny signed a lot of
autographs for the young people and adults, too, Several of
Manny's old school chums were in the service. To them, he is
just plain Manny, not the basehall catcher who is champion in
his field with only Johnny Bench of the Cincinnati Reds his
only competitor for all-star honors.

Manny's old friends admire him today because he has
maintained a Christian testimony while climbing to the top of
his profession. ”| knew Manny when he attended the Bible
Institute where | taught literacy classes,”” Tommy Willey says,
“He hasn’t changed, except to grow stronger in Christ.”

But Manny admits that keeping his testimony pure is
difficult. Unlike the football world which has many
professing Christians, baseball has only a few here and there.
Not all of Manny's teammates appreciate his Christian
standards. Both players and sportswriters have ridiculed
Manny for reading his Bible and speaking up for Christ.

“But why should | complain? Christ was the only perfect
human being. Yet, people killed him. | should expect some
criticism,” Manny says, shrugging his powerful shoulders.

Now, this baseball season has brought a new problem for
Manny, one which he knows he can face only because of
Christ living in him. Manny’s close friend and only Christian
brother on the Pirate team, Puerto Rican Jose Pagan, has
gone to the Phillies, On the road, Manny will have no one
with whom he can pray, discuss his problems and look to for
Christian fetlowship. Manny and his wife, Kathy, are praying
desperately for him to be able to win someone on the team to
Christ very soon, He needs the Christian fellowship,

“Sometimes when | am discouraged, | tell the Lord to let
me quit baseball. T want to go and tell people in the streets
about the Lord. But | know | have to stay in baseball until
the Lord refeases me. | have a contract with Him!”'

When Manny signed a pro contract with the Pirates in
1964 for $5,000, his only baseball experience had been
playing with a team he helped the Reverend Fehr organize,
He struggled fn the minor leagues and later in the majors to
learn to run properly and to understand coaches' signals.
Manny struggled particularly with the language as he spoke
no English when he left Panama.

Today Manny has a mental notebook on the hundreds of
players in the National League. He knows each hitter's
strengths and weaknesses, Few players can steal a base on
Manny,

Unlike some athletes whose lifestyles resembie a
Bohemian, Manny heiieves in hard work. Baseball requires
hours, days and months of tough physical and mental iabor.
Manny doesn't grin at the idea of toafing. He knows that he
will keep his job only as long as he hustles. "The Bible says
that if you don't work, you aren't suppose to eat. My wark i

ABOUT THE WRITER: Mrs. Waddell, who is o free-lance
writer, is the wife of the Reverend Eugene Waddell, pastor of
Cofer’s Chapel Free Will Baptist Church, Nashville,
Tennessee.

Sanguilfen and
Tom Willey, Jr.,
Missionary to
Panama

baseball and | try hard to be the best.”

But Manny knows the vaiue of relaxing, too. After a game,
he plays hymns on his guitar and sings, sometimes ail night
long. “At home, Kathy sings with me. We play records
together. We love beautiful humns,” Manny says. Manny, Jr.,
18 months old, likes having Daddy around strumming the
guitar and playing with him, too.

But life is made up of more than hard work and relaxing,
according to Manny. “It takes Bible study and prayer to
make you grow as a Christian. | know from experience that |
fail when | don’t study the Word and pray. The devil tempts
me ail the time. | am strong only when 1 stay in the Word and
lock to the Lord.""

This is the formula Manny gave the Panamian young
pecople for growing in grace. He explained that a person could
be a champion for Christ only if he followed Him daily.

Another champion for Christ was present in the service,
too, Otympic javelin thrower, Tauro Howard, a member of
the First Free Will Baptist Church in Panama City, plans to
enroll in the Latin American Bible Seminary in Puerto Rico.

But neither Manny nor Tauro are interested in promoting
themselves. Real champions for Christ, they'd rather talk
about Him than themselves,

One day Manny hopes to return to Panama permanentty
to preach the gospel. He is especiaily burdened for hoys who
roam the streets with no purpose in life, because he once felt
that way.

But right now, Manny is satisfied to stay in professional
ball, regardiess of whether his team wins or loses. The Pirates
won the 1971 World Series and their Eastern Divisional title
in 1872, Their chances for another pennant look good this
year,

But win or lose, Manny knows that he is on the spiritual
championship team, God’s team. And he's anxious to speak
out for the Captain of the team - Jesus Christ — on the ball
diamond or off. Missionary Bili Fulcher noticed this and said,
“l thank God for his straightforward testimony. Manny talks
like a Christian. He doesn’t beat around the bush in his
preaching,”

in spite of his famous grin, Manny is seriocus about
testifying for Christ all the time. After ali, that is his job.
Playing baseball is an occupation. Living for Christ is Manny
Sanguillen’s life. That kind of dedication has made him a rea!
champion for Christ. A
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