





our hands to our former enemies — we are helpersi” Any
schoolboy realizes in light of history that Hitler’s pacifist
philosophy was a facade.

The true pacifist does not permit his view to make him
de-Christianize those who differ with him. He must not be
confused with anti-war activists. The true pacifist is
non-violent and wiil not inflict damage to others in person or
property. The true pacifist applies these principles to all
situations. There is no sense of seff-defense. He pits his ability
to bear suffering against his enemies’ ability to inflict it. He
considers himself to share in Christ’s suffering, He is patriotic.
Untike many fakes, the true pacifist is a faw abiding citizen
who loves his country. Some say he is unwilling to die for his
country; in reality, he is unwilling to &i// for it,

All of the principles of the true pacifist are noble. They
are easy to support from an ethical and moral standpoint;
however, the pacifist overlooks the basic fundamental that
nations are comprised of men who are not ideal but depraved.
Therefore the principle of ““turn the other cheek’ is effective
in an individual sense yet is impractical and unrealistic on an
international scale. In other words, the doctrine of
non-violence is /nterpersanal, not /nternational. The pacifist
further has difficulties with much of the Scripture. He sets
forth noble principles but he has a problem with the Old
Testament {e.g. | Samuei 15:3),

WHAT IS THE JUST-WAR THEQRY?

The Christian who does not want to tread on the
dangerous ground of tampering with plenary inspiration must
find an alternate view. For a great many evangelicals the
answer is the "‘just-war’ theory. Solomon’s wisdom apptied
to the guestion says there is ... a time to love, a time to
hate; a time for war, and a time for peace.” This view shares
with pacifism a hatred for war. The proponents of this view
agree that war is in every sense despicable.

Former President Eisenhower said, '{ hate war as only a
soldier can, only as one who has seen its brutality, its futility,
its stupidity.”” Hell is a despicable, evil, brutal and horrible
place, but God’s sense of justice has created it. [t is horrid but
necessary. 5o is war, The supporters of just-war hate war and
killing as much as God hates to see sinners reject Him and be
cast into hell.

Although most evangelicais would adhere to the just-war
theory, many are uncertain as to the principles which must be
applied. It is not always easy to justify a war from a biblical
approach. It is calculated that man has had over 14,500 wars
with only 10 years of peace. Were all of these wars just?
Indeed not. In fact, many wars which the Church supported
were unjust,

The longest war in history was the Crusades. This war
promoted slave-trade, feudalism, and was calculated to fill the
coffers of the dying Holy Roman Empire and the Roman
Catholic Church. The war lasted for the incredible length of
195 vyears. Religious leaders, in that case, were not a valid
resource for determining the justice of a war.

ABOUT THE WRITER: After having pastored in Qklahoma,
Mr. Wolfenbarger returned to his native Ohio where he
pasters the First Free Will Baptist Church in Springfield. He
has studied at Free Will Baptist Bible College, Nashuille,
Tennessee, and Hillsdale Free Will Baptisi Colliege, Moore,
Qklahoma.

IS WAR EVER JUSTIFIED?

What general principles, then, can one apply? Thomas
Aquinas offers the Christian some wisdom. “For a war to be
just, three conditions are necessary — pubiic authority, just
cause, right motive.”” To this should be added Augustine’s
postulate, "“But those wars also are just, without doubt,
which are ordained by God Himseif, in whom is no iniquity,
and who knows every man’s merits.”” This addition offers
light on the destruction of the Amelekites because God found
their “cup of iniquity to be fuil."”

As an exercise of conscience, the Christian must view wars
of the past with these conditions in mind. Qur constitution
supports the condition of public authority. No war is just if
the people are not willing. No man has the right to declare
war without public support. in our country the public
authority reserves the right to declare and wage war to
Congress. However, public authority alone does not justify
war. |t must meet the other standards to be categorized as
just,

In 1898 William Randolph Hearst, a newspaper tycoon,
sent Frank Remington to Cuba to paint pictures of the
oppression of Spain on Cuba. He expressed a desire to see a
war between the United States and Spain, Remington replied
that he had found nothing to warrant a war with Spain.
Hearst said, “"You furnish the pictures, I'll supply the war.”
The real cause of the war was the desire of some Americans
to control the Philippines. That's right. The
Spanish-American war was fought for and in the Philippines,
The newspapers sparked public arousai but that stitl did not
justify the war.

War must have a just cause. Most obviously, defense from
an oppressor i$ the most common just cause given. Many
Christians feet that this defense should include our allies. We
shouid not stand by idly while Nazism, Facism or
Communism oppresses our friends. It is difficult to get a true
biblical perspective on this since the New Testament is silent
and the Old Testament forbids alliances with pagan nations.

Perhaps we should not only protect our allies, but we
should also be cautious in making treaty agreements. In the
1965-66 Kashmir war we had treaties with both india and
Pakistan. Now they are both rather cold to the United States.
By far, the largest number of wars have been fought for the
wrong cause — colonization,

in addition, the Christian must look at motive. "Is our
involvement to be in the best interest of the whole world?”
Motivation can often be greed, pride, or envy — all these are
ahomination to God. Biblicaily, just-war benefits the whole
world, not just one administrator or monarch. Some say war
is good for economy, That is another case of wrong motive.

The responsibility of the Christian is to promote
Christianity in the world. If a time of war arises, he cannot
lay Christianity aside. He must question whether, the cause
and motive for war is consistent with God’s justice. It may
mean a willingness to lose our tives to stop an oppressor like
Hitler, Mussolini, or Stalin, The Christian then must view war
as a terrible plague on mankind which should never be
employed without just cause and motive. At the same time,
however, he finds war is sometimes necessary, inevitable and
in keeping with God's justice. A
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American equipped army. But who can
predict the resistance of the human
spirit when it is driven against a wall?

In spite of her own poverty, India
made a magnanimous effort to give food
and shelter to all who came, Her best
was inadequate, to be sure, especially in
the monsoon downpours. And the
suffering of the refugees, though much
described, can never he futly told,

Recovering from the shock of such
an avalanche of human need, we
plunged in to add our mite to the relief
of suffering. By joining efforts with
other volunteers we were abie to assist
in a medical and child feeding program.
Frightening as it was, it was a rewarding
experience, As we slogged around in the
mud of pouring rain, spiattered by the
diarrhea and vomit of a cholera
epidemic, trying to bring relief in our
littie bamhboo makeshift "hospitals™ and
distribution centers, we heard many
times, “The Christians tove us.”

The same scene was heing enacted by
dozens and dozens of such teams all
around the border and thousands upon
thousands saw the love of Christ in
action. Many saw first-hand the
difference in the services offered by
Christians and that by other agencies.
Though the medicine and food came
from the same warehouses, the spirit of
giving was different when it was done in
the name of Christ.

GOD AT WORK IN NEW NATION

Victory did come after three mitlion
people died in the struggle. What does it
all mean? The eighth most populous
state in the world is born — a nation of
villages without shops, of vitlagers
without houses, wells without drinkable
water, fields without grain, banks with
no  money, roads without bridges,
factories with wrecked machinery and
without raw materials, children without
schools, people without clothes,
without tools — 1300 peopie per square
mile, with little to develop bhut rice
crops.

The obstacles to building a nation
appear insurmountable without massive

outside aid. Already the Awami League
begins to splinter and lose the unity
forged by war and suffering. Young
people are becoming impatient with the
government’s inability to cope
adequately with the gigantic needs.

Can we see the hand of God
working? | think we can, Pakistan was
the largest Moslem state in the world.
Now Bangladesh is second onfy to
Indonesia in number of Moslems The
wrath of man has led to a secular state,
Mujib  founded his nation as a
democratic secular state where no one
religion shall enjoy any exclusive
privilege.

Political turmocil in Indonesia a few
years ago was instrumental in a great
awakening in that country and many
thousands of Mosiems have turned to
Jesus Christ. [s there a discernible crack
in Islam’s eastern wing?

OPPORTUNITY CONFRONTS THE
CHURCH

In Bangladesh a new opportunity
confronts the Church. Many Christian
young people came out to serve in the
camps. Other tearns have gone into
Bangladesh on short term assignments
to build houses, dig wells, and perform
menial tasks in the name of Christ.
Others have gone to distribute tracts,
gospels and Bibles to millions who never
would have heard except for the wrath
of man which opened the door. God
will, no doubt, call many of these young
men back to Bangladesh to spend their
lives witnessing among Moslem people
who might otherwise never have heard
the name of Jesus,

But the time to help Bangladesh is
now. The state is a socialistic
democracy, not a Communist one, but
because of extreme poverty and massive
problems, radical youths and hard core
Communists from China could easily
snatch the opportunity right out ot the
Church’s  hands wunless she acts

immediately. Opportunity does not
wait.

“Surely the wrath of man shall praise
thee'' {Psalm 76:10). A
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NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF FREE WILL BAPTISTS
APPLICATION FOR HOUSING RESERVATIONS

Macon, Georgia July 9-12, 1973

Please fill out form completely and mail to:

F.W.B. Central Housing Bureau
Chamber of Commerce
P.O. Box 169
Macon, Georgia 31202

ALL RESERVATIONS MUST BE CLEARED vou to cancel a reservation, please notify the
THROQUGH THE F.W.B. CENTBAL HOUSING Housing Bureau promptly. At least four choices of

BUREAU. Each reguest must give definite date hotels/motels are desivable. Reservations will be
and approximate hour of arrival, and include fitled in order of receipt. Make your reservations
names and addresses of all persons who will before June 27, 1973. Confirmation will be sent to
occupy the rooms requested. f it is necessary for you after May 1, 1973.
ACCOMMODATIONS DESIRED: RATE DESIRED
Roomis) for one person (one full size bed) $ to
Room(s) for twa persons (one full size bed) % to
Room(s) for two persons {two double beds) 3 to
Room{s) for { ) three or { } four persons {two double beds) 3 to
Room(s) with twin beds for two persons $ to
Suite-Parior and { ) one bedroom { ) two bedrooms $ to
HQOTEL Istchoice ..., . . i Brdchoice ... .o e
OR
MOTEL 2ndchoice ... .. dthchoice ... .. i,
Planned arrival date . ......... ... .. ... .. 0 . time ... ... ... am. ...... pm........
Planned departuredate ... .. ... ... .o time ............... am....... p.m. .....
NAMES OF OCCUPANTS Street City State Zip
1
2
3
4
5
{Names of all parties must be listed. Please print names and complete addresses.
We cannot confirm unless rooms requested balance with number of persons listed.)
SEND Name
CONFIRMATION Address

TO: City State Zip
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NATIONAL DEPARTMENT
ESTABLISHES FULL-TIME
OPERATION

NASHVILLE, TENN, — The
Department of Retirement and
Insurance will become a full-time service
agency to the people of the National
Association in mid-June according to an
announcement from the Board of
Retirement and Insurance.

The Reverend
Herman Hersey,
who has served as
director of the de-
partment on a part-
time basis for the
past four vears,
was named to
become the first
full-time director.
The Herseys will
move to Nashviile
in June and he wili
maintain a permanent office in the
National Gffice Building.

Having served on the Sunday School
Board for the past ten years, Mr. Hersey
is no stranger in the work of the
denomination. He presently chairs the
Sunday Schooi Board.

Mr. Hersey, who has pastored the
Garner Free Will Baptist Church in
Garner, North Caroiina, for the past
eight years, stated that the participanis
in the retirement plan now number 237
with assests of almost $200,000. He
stated the increased participation was
due mainly to the realization of church
leaders of the existing need to provide
pensicn and retirement insurance for
their pastors and church related
employees.

With the establishment of a full-time
operation, the department wiil extend
its outreach to include a ministry to
senior citizens,

HERSEY

SAN JUAN’S ENGLISH-SPEAKING CHURCH
ENJOYING SPIRITUAL AND NUMERICAL GROWTH

SAN JUAN, PUERTO RiCO -
Attendance at the English-speaking Free
Will Baptist Church in this fast-growing
Puerto Rican city has risen from eight
the first Sunday of January to a high of
60 on March 4, 1973,

Entire families stationed at the
nearby Buchanan Army Base are now
attending the church as a result of a
revival which swept the army base
according to Missionary Pastor Fred
McCoy. Souls continue to be saved in
each church service as well as in prayer
meetings being conducted on the base
by Pastor McCoy. Mrs. McCoy is also
leading Bible study groups on the base,

Tithes and offerings in the
English-speaking church have increased
from $7.25 each week to a record high
of $195.36 the first Sunday of March.
Faith promises to world-wide missions
have risen from $5.00 each month to
$46 monthiy.

E. B. Ledlow, Director of Field
Personnet for the Home Missions
Department, reported following an
official visit with the McCoys in early

THOMAS H. DIXON, 85, WITH THE LORD

MUSKOGEE, CKLA, — The Reverend
Thomas H. Dixon, a Free Wiil Baptist
preacher and church organizer, went to
be with the Lord on February 14, 1973,
at the age of 85. He leaves his wife,
Mary Jane, six sons and five daughters.
Son O. T. pastors the First Free Will
Baptist Church in Norman, Oklahoma,

Dixon organized Hitchita Free Wil
Baptist Church in 1932 and served as
pastor until 1937, fn 1939 he organized

First Free Will Baptist Church in
Checotah and served as pastor eight
years. He organized Harmony Free Wil
Baptist Church, Hilltop, and was its
pastor at the time of his death,

The family requested memorials to
the Reverend Thomas H. Dixon
Scholarship Fund at Hillsdale Free Wiil
Baptist College, Moore, Cklahoma in
lieu of flowers.

March, that Puerto Rico is now open to
the Free Will Baptist witness. As many
as ten couples could be strategically
focated on the island to begin new
works,

Larry Powell, former home
missionary to the Virgin lIslands, has
been appointed by the Home Missions
Board to assume the responsibilities of
the English-speaking church in San Juan
50 that McCoy may devote his ministry
to the Spanish-speaking church. Powell
is presently in the states conducting
itinerate services.

“OUTSTANDING LAYMAN”
BEING SOUGHT

NASHVILLE, TENN, - The Nationat
Layman’s Board is seeking candidates
for the 1973 Layman Of The Year. The
honor is annually announced each July
during the Master's Men's breakfast at
the National Association.

The deadiine for receiving entries for
this recognition is May 1, 1973, All
entries should he sent to the National
Layman's Board, P.O. Box 1088,
Nashville, Tennessee 37202.

The recipient must be a member of
an officially organized Master’s Men
chapter. The nominating chapter or
church shouid furnish the Board with a
resume of their candidate containing the
following information: name, age,
hirthplace, church affiliation, offices
held in his church and Master's Men
chapter, vocation, accomplishments and
any other pertinent information which
might aid the Board in making their
selection.
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HOME MISSIONS BOARD WRITES

An Open Letter To Free Will Baptists

It has come to the attention of the
Board of Home Missions of the National
Association of Free Will Baptists in the
United States of America that a former
missionary, Arthur Billows, is raising
money in many of our churches
throughout the states. This
communigue is to inform Free Will
Baptists throughcout the nation that
Arthur Billows no longer represents the
Beard of Home Missions of the National
Association of Free Will Baptists or the
Free Will Baptist Association of the
country of Mexico,

During the first part of the vyear
1972, the Board of Home Missions
received several signed statements with
charges of immoral sins alleged to have
been conducted by Mr, Billows. The
Board communicated with Mr. Billows
and asked him to meet with them to
discuss these charges. Mr. Billows
refused to come to a meeting to discuss
these charges against him,

On June b, 1972, six members of the
Board of Home Missions of the National
Association of Free Wili Baptists, along
with two staff members, went to the
Institute of Gold in Monterrey, Mexico,
to meet with the pastors of the Mexican
churches and a number of vyoung
women who had signed statements
alleging immoral conduct against them

by Mr, Billows,

The Board realized that these
statements were typed in the English
language and signed by people who
couid not read English. To make sure
we gave Mr. Billows a fair chance we
had Brother Jerry Barron, missionary to
Guadalajara, meet with us at the
Institute that he might question in
Spanish these women about the charges
and interpret to us, face to face with
them, the alleged immoral acts. During
this investigation each alleged charge
was affirmed through Brother Barron by
the person signing the English typed
statements.

That night, June &, 1972, we
returned to the motel in Monterrey and
made an effort to contact Mr. Billows to
ask him to meet with us to face these
alleged charges and to give him an
opportunity of denying them. After
faifing to get Mr. Billows to meet with
us, the next day we drove to his home
where we tried to prevail with him to let
us give him an opportunity to clear
himself by facing his accusers. He
refused to meet any of the accusers in
any type of Christian trial, and told us
his resignation to the Board was before
us and if we would accept his
resignation and leave him alone, he
would not bother Free Will Baptists

PASTORAL CHANGES

The following pastoral changes have
been received in the editorial offices of
CONTACT Magazine,

ALABAMA

Woodrow Matthews 1o Mt, QOlive
Church, Guin, from Beacon Church,
Ravyzown, Missouri,
CALIFORNIA

Robert Leeds to Taft Church, Taft,
from Arvin Church, Arvin,

Ronnie Yeoung to Corcoran Church,
Corcoran, from Taft Church, Taft.

L. A. Yandeill to Demaree Church,

Visalia.

Edward Johns to  Greenfield
Church, Greenfield, from Corcoran
Chureh, Corcorans
MISSOURI

Jimmie Bundy to Beacon Church,
Raytown, from First Church,

Fredricktown.

Bili Adkisson to First Church, Cape
Girardeau, from South Fremont
Church, Springfield.

NORTH CAROLINA .

Larry Hughes to Canten Church,
Canton, from Rock Springs Church,
Charlotte, Tennessee.

George Lee, Jr. to Victory Church,

Goitdsbora, from Donelson Church,
Nashville, Tennessee,
OKLAHOMA

Robert Hesselmeyer 10 Lewis
Avenue Church, Tulsa, from Cool
Spring Church, Norman Park, Georgia.
TENNESSEE

Novice Edwards to Richland
Avenue Church, Nashville, from
Macedonia Church, Monticello,
Fiorida,
TEXAS

James Riddick to First Church,
Kermit, from Biythe Church, Blythe,
California,

again. We accepted his resignation and
the Monterrey Church where Mr. Billows
was & member proceeded to dismiss him
from its membership. The Ministerial
Council of the National Association of
Free Will Baptists of Mexico revoked his
credentials of ordination.

The Board of Home Missions feels it
is its responsibility because of his efforts
in the last few months to raise money
through Free Wili Baptist churches to
further his purposes in Mexico, to let
you know that Mr. Billows no longer
represents the Board of Home Missions
or Free Will Baptists in the country of
Mexico and is not a member of a
recognized Free Will Baptist church, and
in our opinion does not deserve support
from Free Wili Baptist people.

BOARD OF HOME MISSIONS, INC,
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF
FREE WILL BAPTISTS
Rev. J. E. Blanton, Chairman
Rev. Gordon Sebastian, Vice Chairman
Rev. Frank Davenport, Clerk
Rev. John Edwards
Rev. James McAllister
{replacing Rev. H. Z. Cox)
Rev. Don Pegram
Rev. Bob Shockey A










Was Lincoln A Free Will Baptist?

By Robert Picirilii
amocng Free Will
Baptists, the subject of Abraham
Lincoln’s  religion arises, primarily
because we have sometimes been toid
that he was of a Free Will Baptist
background. | was, therefore, interested,
recently, in reading a little book | came
across entitted Abraham  Lincoln’s
Religion, by Richard G. Badger,
published in 1908 by the Gorham Press.
{Neither publisher nor author had any
evident connection with Free Wiil
Baptists.}

The little book is guite inadequate,
because no references or evidence are
cited for any statements made therein.
The serious histories is therefore left
without any means of confirming the
facts indicated. At any rate, the author
is quite sure that Mr. Lincoln was a
Christian, that he had a deep personat
faith in Christ, and that “his life was

Now and again,

oin their num__ er. Attend the 1973 Summer Session
and enr/ch your personal Work forthe. Lord/ -

activated by high religious principles.”
Mr. Badger is aware that Linceln joined
no church; he feels that this reflected
Lincoln’s distaste for ‘‘sectarian
differences.” Badger mentions the fact
that Lincoln attended regularly Dr.
Gurley’s Presbyterian church during the
four vears he was in Washington. He
also quotes several of Lincoln’s sayings,
inctuding this one about the Bible: “All
the good from the Saviour of the world
is communicated through this Book."”

HISTORY CORNER

The wmost interesting statement
occurs on page 17, where Badger says,
again  without documentation, that
Lincoln’s “mother and father were Free

Will Baptist in Kentucky.” We cannot
too hastily conclude that these were
Baptists of

Free Will our  own

EHHIE ACADERIC RUMDING 1000

For more mformatlon wrlte__ to:

FR.EE WILL BAPTIST BIBLE COLLEGE
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Nashwlle Tennesse 37205
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organizational heritage, because the
time referred to was before 1818, and
no church of our exact lineage was in
Kentucky at that time, so far as we now
know. But this column has made
reference, earlier, to bodies of
“Separate’”” Baptists in Kentucky during
that period of time, known as
"free-witlers’ and sharing our doctrine.
Indeed, Free Will Baptists of our own
lineage, in the frontier areas of that
period, including Kentucky and
Tennessee, and probably Missouri and
Arkansas, were at one time with those
calied “'Separate Baptists.” There is
contained, in Separate Baptist literature,
the tradition that Abraham Lincoln sent
for a Separate Baptist preacher from
Kentucky to come to lllinois for his
mother’s funeral in 1818, and Badger
apparently confirms this on page 23 and
24. identifying the man as a Parson
Elkin.

At least, then, it is interesting to
consider that Abraham Lincoln was
rocked in a Baptist cradie, and a
“free-wilier’'s’” cradle at that. A
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