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use the “sandwich method.” The first layer is praise. Praise
the chitd for something he has done. Then offer vour
criticism, the meat, and instruct him in the correct way to do
the project, or cleaning chore, or personal devotions. There's
one more layer to place over your “meat of criticism’” — and
that is praise. End on a note of praise. Assure your child that
you are confident he can do the thing about which you are
giving.instruction,

When possibte, sprinkle praise generously when correcting
children. Colossians 3:21 cautions, “‘Fathers, provoke not
your children to anger, lest they be discouraged.” Continual
criticism makes a person angry and discouraged. He develops
an attitude of defeatism. He also develops a self-critical
attitude which often carries over into adulthood. He falls
victim, often, to a very low concept of himself. He will not
aspire to improvement because he thinks nothing better is
expected of him. Each of us has an instinctive desire to be
appreciated and praised for our accomplishments. One of the
basic needs of man is the need for recognition. Recognition
of our children’s accomplishments tends to motivate them to
even greater accomplishments and growth.

“Lo, children are an heritage of the Lord.” May God help
us to value our inheritance. Childhood passes so swiftly, [t is
heartbreaking to know that so many littie ones are hadgered
day after day by the unkind words of irritable parents or
guardians. How much happier their lives would be if just a
few wards of praise were given in season to show them they
are loved and appreciated,

CHILDREN LEARN WHAT THEY LIVE

If achild lives with criticism,
he learns to condemn.
If a child lives with hostility,
he learns to fight.
If a child lives with ridicule,
he learns to be shy.
If a child lives with shame,
he learns to feel guilty.
If a child {ives with tolerance,
he tearns to be patient.
If a child lives with encouragement,
he learns confidence,
if a child lives with praise,
he learns to appreciate,
If a child tives with fairness,
he tearns justice.
If a child lives with security,
he learns to have faith.
I a child fives with approval,
he {earns to like himself,
I a child lives with acceptance and friendship,
he learns to find love in the world.

— Dorothy Noite

ABOUT THE WRITER: For a number of years, Mrs. Riggs
was on the staff of Alabama’s Free Will Baptist Children's
Home at Eldridge. Her husband, Eustace, recently gecepted
the pastorate of the Russellvilla Free Will Baptist Church at
Russellville, Alabama, after having been in full-time
evangelistic work. A













PARENTS OF CHILDREN IN
CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS GET
CALIFORNIA TAX CREDIT

WHITTIER, CALIF. — Free Will Baptist
families who have children enrolied in
Christian schools in  California  will
benefit from the bill that was signed
into law by Governor Ronald Regan in
mid-December. The law provides that a
tax credit will be given to parents whose
children attend Christian schools.

“The fact that California has
pioneered tax credit legislation will add
momentum to a federal tax credit bili
that is pending before the United States
Congress this fegislative year,” observed
a spokesman for the California
Association of Christian Schoals.

The new law provides a family with
an adjusted gross income of less than
$15,000, a state income tax credit of
$125 for each chitd for whom tuition
has been paid in a non-public
elementary or secondary school. For
famities with adjusted gross incomes
from $15,000 to $18,000, the law
provides tax credits ranging from $100
to $25 per child.

DEATH CLAIMS PIONEER
MINISTER IN TEXAS

WICHITA FALLS, TEXAS — For 56
years, the Reverand John A. Brooks, Sr,
preached the Gospel to which he was
ordained in 1917, But on February 24,
1973, all preaching ceased for this man
whose influence was exercised during
those years as a pioneer for Free Will
Baptists in Texas.

The 79-year-old minister retired from
pastoring actively in 1966 and became
the associate pastor of the First Free
Will Baptist Church of Wichita Falls
which he organized 21 years ago.

MISSOURI CHURCH OBSERVES 40th ANN{VERSARY

MONETT, MISSOURI — Three former
pastors joined the congregation of the
First Free Will Baptist Church and their
current pastor, the Reverend James
McAltister, in observing the church’s
40th organizational milestone Sunday,
February 25,

in climaxing February as Anniversary
Menth, Dr. James Davis of Franklin,
Tennessee, returned to his former
pastorate to preach a series of messages
during that weekend. Present for the
special services on Sunday were two
other former pastors, the Reverends W.
K. Weston and O. T. Allred. Brother
Allred organized the church and served
as its pastor for many years.

Pastor McAllister, who assumed the
leadership of the church in July, 1970,
reports the average Sunday school

attendance has risen from 100 to 220
during the past 2% years. The church is
presently operating three buses and
conducts a children's church. The
church currently holds the distinction
of having the largest Sunday schoo! in
this Ozarks town of 6,000 population.

The church’s 500 seat sanctuary is a
recent addition to their facilities. The
compietion of the new building brought
the value of the church property in
excess of $180,000,

The church regularly supports every
phase of the denominational program.
In addition to the Cooperative Plan of
Giving, the church contributes to home
and foreign missions, Missouri's youth
camp and Hillsdale Free Will Baptist
College, Moore, Oklahoma.

PASTOR’'S FUNERAL FiRST SERVICE IN NEW CHURCH

RCGERS, ARK, — Even though the
occupancy of the newly constructed Pea
Ridge Free Will Baptist Church was
anticipated in the immediate future, the
Reverend Horace Knox, pastor of the
church since its inception six years ago,
did not live to deliver the first message
in the new sanctuary. Instead, the
Reverends Cecil Garrison and Bruce
Phillips conducted the funeral service
for Pastor Knox in the new sanctuary
on March 10. The 67 year-old minister

went to be with the Lord March 7.

Mr. Knox had fong been-active in the
work of Arkansas Free Will Baptists. He
served as moderator of the Old Mtn.
Zion Association of Free Will Baptists
for 32 years and had pastored several
churches in the Rogers area. He was also
active in county and city government.

Construction on the Pea Ridge
Church, located on a five-acre tract at
the corner of Davis Street and Lee
Town Road, was begun last July.

Because of adverse weather, there were
several details unfinished at the time of
Mr. Knox's death. One of these was the
lack of pews. Members of the
congregation arranged to borrow chairs
so that the funeral services for the man
who had led them almost to the
compfetion of their new church home
could be conducted therein.

The next day the congregation began
holding regular services in their new
structure.
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NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF FREE WILL BAPTISTS
APPLICATION FOR HOUSING RESERVATIONS

Macon, Georgia

July 9-12, 1973

Please fiil out form completely and mail to:

F.W.B, Central Housing Bureau
Chamber of Commerce
P.0. Box 169
Macon, Georgia 31202

ALL RESERVATIONS MUST BE CLEARED
THRQUGH THE F.W.B. CENTRAL HOUSING
BUREAU. Each request must give definite date
and approximate hour of arrival, and inctude
names and addresses of all persons who will
occupy the rooms requested. If it is necessary for

you to cancel a reservation, please notify the
Housing Bureau promptly. At {east four choices of
hotels/motels are desirable, Reservations will be
filled in order of receipt. Make your reservations
before June 27, 1973. Confirmation will be sent to
you after May 1, 1973.

ACCOMMODATIONS DESIRED:

Room(s} for one person {one full size bed)

RATE DESIRED

$ to

Room(s) for two persons {one full size bed) $ to

Room({s} for two persons (two double beds) $ 1o

Roomis) for { } three or { ) four persons {two double beds) $ to

Room(s} with twin beds for two persons $ 10
e Suite-Parlor and { ) one bedroom { } two bedrooms $ to
HOTEL fstchoice ... . Brdchoice . ... ... .,

OR
MOTEL 2ndchoice.......... .. ... . . . dthchoice . ...... .. .. . i .
Planned arrival date . ..... .. ... . ... .. ... .. . i, time .............. am,,...... pam........
Planned departure date ............... . . . ... time ............... am...,... pm. .....
NAMES OF OCCUPANTS Street City State Zip
1
2
3
4
b
{Names of all parties must be listed. Please print names and complete addresses.
We cannot confirm unless rooms requested balance with number of persons listed.)

SEND Name
CONFIRMATION Address
TO: City State Zip







Racing Toward The Finish Line

By Dr. Robert Picirilli

The famous passage in Philippians
3:12-14 takes an added clarity when we
look at it in the original Greek. There
Paui indicates he is pressing “toward the
mark for the prize.” In the whole
passage, the Greek athlete is in Paul’s
mind, particularly the runrer.

In verse 12, for example, the word
translated ‘‘follow after” is the Greek
dioko, which means to pursue, to chase.
The very same word is translated
“press’” in verse 14, We should picture
the apostie Paui, then, as in hot pursuit
of the goal he has before him in his
Christian life.

Then look at verse 13: 'reaching
forth unto those things which are
before.”” The Gresk word translated
"reaching forth” is epekteinomai, which
literally means to stretch oneself out
for. If you have ever watched the

athletes in a race, you know exactly
what this means. As they near the tape
that represents the finish line, they lean

forward as far as they can, each one
hoping and straining to be the very first
one to touch the tape with his chest,

Such is the picture Paul draws for us.
He is in a hutry to cross the finish line.
As he pursues his goal, he stretches
himself forward eageriy, reaching out
for the prize that waits for the finisher
of the race.

from the
Greek New Testament

Another word has interest for us.
The phrase ""toward the mark' refers to
the finish-tine itself. The word
transtated “‘mark’” is skopos, which
comes from a verb that means to watch,
look aut for. The “mark,”” then, was the
place indicated at the end of the race,
and every runner had to keep his eye on
that goal, measure his pace accordingly,
and sprint for it when it came in view.

Paul had that finish-line in view all
the time. He did not ook aside lest he
stumble, or slow his pace, or swerve
from the right direction. His eyes were
fixed on the mark, and he pursued that
goal — that "‘one’’ goal — relentlessly.

We note, further, “'the high caliing.”
Literatly, ‘‘high” is ane, "upward.”
Evidently Paul refers to the time when
he will be "called up” to stand before
God. Some specially-honored athletes in
the Greek and Roman games were not
awarded their prizes in the stadium
yard, but were summoned up before the
king or emperor to be presented their
trophy by the royal observer himself.
Paul anticipates just such a reception in
heaven.

Finally, note the “prize,” in Greek
brabeion. This word comes from the
Greek word that means the judge or
umpire of the race. The “prize,” then, is
literally that which is awarded by the
judge. Usually, the prize was in the form
of a garland {crown) of flowers placed
on the victor's head. Paul expected such
a “crown” (2 Timothy 4:8). Nor should
we forget that Jesus Himself is the
“umpire” who will award the prize
{Hebrews 12:1,2), A
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THE SALVATION OF INFANTS

By Leroy Forlines

Frequently, the question is asked:
Do children dying before they reach the
age of personal accountability go to
heaven? There is very little information
in the Bible that is related to this
subject. The Bible is addressed to people
who are capable of hearing it and
responding. Its basic concern is for
those who can respond and will be held
accountable if they do not. However,
there are some definite intimations on
the subject.

When David’s child was sick he fasted
and prayed that he might be spared. But
when the child died, he arose and ate.
His servants inquired about the fact he
ceased to fast after the child died, David
explained, ‘“While the child was vyet
alive, | fasted and wept: for | said, ' Who
can tell whether God will be gracious to
me, that the child may live? But now he
is dead, wherefore should | fast? Can |
bring him back again? | shall go to him,
but he shalt not return to me.” " {li
Samuel 12:22-23).

Davids’, "I shall go to him"” is an
expression of his assurance that he

DELEGATE’'S OFFICIAL CREDENTIALS

would be with the child after death.
This was a source of comfort to him.
The inclusion of this in the Bible gives
God's stamp of approval on Davids’
conviction that he would be with the
child after death.

CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE

This inference may not be as strong
as a direct statement saying the child
was saved, or that alf children dying in
infancy are saved. However, the
inference is there and has value. It
would be impossible to reconcile
David's statement with the idea that
babies dying in infancy go to hell. The
words of Jesus about little children are
also  helpful. We read in Matthew
18:2-3, “And Jesus called a little child
unto him, and set him in the midst of
them, And said, Verily | say unto you,
Except ye be converted, and become as
little children, Ye shall not enter into
the kingdom of heaven.”

On another occasion when the
disciples rebuked those who brought
little children to Jesus He said, ““Suffer

tittle children, and forbid them not, 1o
come unto me: for of such is the
kingdom of heaven” (Matthew 19:14},

These statements made by Jesus do
not say that little children would go to
heaven if they die. But the favorable
statements that Jesus made of little
children would have been strange if He
had viewed them as being doomed for
helt. It is far easier to fit these
statements of Jesus in with the idea of
little children going to heaven if they
die than of their going to hell if they
die.

There may he the absence of a direct
statement about infant salvation in
Scripture, but all of the evidence points
to infant salvation. There is none against
it. However, there is one problem. The
Bible says, ‘‘He that believeth on him is
not condemned; but he that believeth
not is condemned already, because he
hath not believed in the name of the
only begotten Son of God” {John

3:18). No one would propose that
babies believe in Jesus, If they do not,
how c¢an we think about infant
satvation?

Some people do not believe in infant
salvation. They do not think of infants
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