





DOCTRINAL LINES CROSSED

So the exciting subject is on
everyone's lips. But all is not sweetness
and tight, Confusion and guestions are
building. Rumblings are growing louder.
Brazen proselytism abounds and they
whose members are being stolen aren’t
very happy about it. The pile of
wreckage of split churches grows larger
and uglier. Denominations are being
split, atong with local churches, and
splinter denominations will be formed,
Perhaps the most confusing aspect of all
fies in the fact that the tongues-speakers
cross all doctrinal lines:
fundamentalists, liberals, Catholics, and
other completely unidentifiable
according to any recognized theological
pattern.

Have Free Will Baptists escaped the
confusion? You can be sure we have
not. You can be sure it's going to get
worse before it gets better! We have had
sptits already. Perhaps the hardest hit
areas are Tidewater, Virginia and
Florida. Recently I've heard about
problems in the St. Louis area, Georgia,
and Oklahoma. We must not hide our
heads in the sand and pretend there is
no problem. Pentecostalism will
probably be a problem in your church,
if not this year, then either next year or
the vyear after, We had better get
prepared to deal with the subject.

It is not possible, in one message, to
give a thorough treatment of the various
questions associated with
tongues-speaking, My approach, then, is
to suggest what the basic questions are
and to share with you briefly my own
ideas as to how these basic questions
ought to be answered,

WHAT ACTUALLY HAPPENED
IN THE EARLY CHURCH?

First, let me point up that there are
but four places in Acts and the Epistles
where tongues are mentioned. These are
in Acts 2, at Pentecost; Acts 10, at
Cornelius” house; Acts 19, where a
dozen men previously baptized “unto
John’s baptism” were re-baptized by

Paul; and finally Paul’s discussion on the
subject of tongues in 1 Corinthians
12.14.

The question is, what were these
early tongues-speakers doing? | am
firmly convinced they were
miraculously enabled by the Holy Spirit
to speak in human foreign languages
that they did not already know, All |
have time for, now, is simply to give
you my main reasons for this view.
First, the Greek word translated fongues
in alt these passages is the same as the
one that means /anguages. Likewise, the
word “interpret” in | Corinthians means
to “transtate” from cone language into
another. Second, in all four passages the
plural is used over and over, meaning
more than one language. Acts 2:4, for
example, does not say “they began to
speak in the unknown tongue’’, but
“they began to speak in other
languages.” Third, it is clear at
Pentecost that the folks who gathered,
who spoke many different languages,
heard the 120 speaking in various
languages. That's exactly what 2:11
says. Fourth, in | Corinthians 14:21, 22,
when Paul is discussing
tongues-speaking, he quotes from the
Old Testament t0 make a point in his
discussion. The guote definitely refers
10 pecple who speak different human
fanguages. !I'm positive, in my own
mind, that the gift of tongues, in all
New Testament passages, involved
speaking in real human languages, not a
so-called ecstatic heavenly language, and
that folks today who are not speaking in
human languages are not exercising the
Biblical gift at alll

WHY DIDIT HAPPEN?

What was the purpose of the gift of
tongues? My answer is that tohgues
served as a sign that the time had come
for the gospel to reach out to all
nations, no fonger limited to the Jewish
nation. |'ve already referred to |
Corinthians 14:21,22 — which happens
to be the only place in the Bible where
we are told what tongues were for!
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“Tongues are for a sign’’, Paul says. And
he tells us also what they signified. He
guotes from the Old Testament when
God chided Israel’s unbelief and says
that God will speak to His chosen
people with men of other tongues and
stilt they won't believe. You see, then,
tongues served as a sign against Israel’s
unbelief. Often in the Old Testament,
God promised that a time would come
when He would turn from those
formerly called His people, because of
their unbelief. They would turn toc a
people who had not been his people,
namely Gentites, And that's exactly the
significance of Pentecost. Can't you
imagine the shock of all those Jews who
heard Divine truths being suddenly
presented in the heathen languages of
various hated Gentile peoples? God was
saying that the time had come to preach
the gospeld everywhere, that all people of
all nations could now come freely to
Him by Jesus Christ, without becoming
Jews first. And everywhere the apostles
went, and throughout the early church,
God kept giving this “‘sign” until the
lesson finally became crystal clear and
permanently settied.

ARE TONGUES FOR TODAY?

Deoes God still give the gift of
tongues? Now it's clear He did in the
early days of the church, but does He
give the gift today? Did He intend for
this gift to be a permanent practice of
the church?

My answer is no. Let me suggest my
reasons. First, the purpose I've just
mentioned was a temporary one. Once
the lesson of Gentile inclusion was
learned, and the transition made from a
basically Jewish church {as at the first}
to a basically Gentile church {as now},
then the sign to convince people of this
was no longer needed,

Second, | remind you that others of
the gifts of the Spirit were clearly
temporary: the gift of the apostolic
office, for example. We don’t believe
there are apostles today. Logically,
then, some functions of the apostolic
period ceased to be needed when once
the apostolic office ended on earth. in
Hebrews 2:4 we are told that God bore
witness toc the apostles who passed
Christ’'s original teaching afong to
others, with various signs and wonders
and miracles and gifts of the Holy
Spirit. That doesn’t say all gifts of the

{Please turn to page 19)
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several hundred delegates are left to
scout around on Sunday morning for a
Free Will Baptist church in the
convention site area. Since few area
churches are prepared for an overnight
influx of 800-1000, the nearby churches
are always flooded and overcrowded.
This would have been especially true
this year as there is only one Free Will
Baptist church in Macon. Traditionally,
Wednesday is a “'business only”’ day at
the National Convention,

The change to include a Sunday
merning Sunday school and worship
hour at the headguarters hotel was
rewarded with approximately 800
worshippers this year. Following the
special music by the vyouth choir of
Peace Free Will Baptist Church at
Wilson, North Carolina and Mrs. Janice
Williams of Fresno, California, the
messenger of the hour gave forth an
unusual but enlightening Sunday
morning message. Jack Williams, Dean
of Catifornia Christian Coilege, Fresno,
stayed true to his form by doing the
unusual in delivering a message that
does not fall into the category of a
“typical” Sunday morning sermon, He
spoke on the heritage that we Free Will
Baptists have, sharing many facts which
were not known to the average listener.
His message showed research and
pointed up the importance of recording
our current denominational history for
future Free Will Baptist gernerations,
Despite the fact that Mr, Williams
message was not necessarily
inspirational, it aroused interest and was
enthusiastically received.

Wednesday morning worship felt a
bit out of place only because we hadn't
done it previously. But Wednesday
afternoon went begging. No complaints
on the preaching... just that two
worship services within three hours at
mid-convention business time was a bit
strained and taxing. Reconsideration is
probably needed here.

Bob Ketchum and Claude Hames
preached the Wednesday "“extras.”’

ITWAS: A NEW FORMAT

If you were wondering how those
three hours in the middle of
Wednesday's business couid be
re-allocated to worship without
necessitating an  all-day Thursday
session, the answer is found here.

No reports were given orally to the
National Convention by the
departments, boards and commissions,

Only the Digest of Reports and General
Board recommendations were seen and
heard by the voting body. This revised
format does have some merit ... and
demerit. Not one floor debate over
national reports occurred. That all took
place in the General Board on Monday.
Frankly, it made for a more harmoniocus
business session during the convention,
and nobody complained about that,

On the liability side: Though the
business as relates to these reports went
smoother than ever before, some were
asking why they had not been able to
hear a full report. Few delegates can
glance at a written report eight pages in
length and ask an intelligent question
within thirty seconds! Particularly is
that so when nine such reports in an
80-page hooklet are voted on in quick
succession. The guestion of being really
“informed" is obviousty lacking in such
an arrangement unless a delegate studies
the reports prior to the business session,
This is why copies of the Digest of
Reports were distributed at the time of
registration, Questions were welcomed
from the convention floor, but few were
posed under this new procedure,
Perhaps next year delegates will be in a
better position to give prior thought to
the departmentat reports should the
new arrangements for presentation
continue,

IT WAS: RECORD VOTING

Voter interest in past years was a
carry over from voting patterns
developed toward civic and community
involvement: too little, too jate. That all
changed in Macon.

A genuine concern for the business
matters at hand brought an
unprecedented number of delegates to
the floor to cast their votes on the
various items of business. So heavy was
the voting in Georgia that the
moderator had to consistently use at
least six men as counters to guarantee
accuracy. The entire session was
characterized by close counts, tie votes,
recounts and long lists of nominees, On
some issues upwards of 700 stood to be
counted or voice their votes. Board
member votes were extremely close,

The increased voting is one of the
healthiest signs to be evidenced in the
national meetings,

Another sign of a desire to progress
as a group was evidenced by the lack of
disharmony on the floor of the
convention. In contrast to many prior

years when the business sessions were

far from harmonious, the Macon
Coliseum resounded with honest
guestions and sensible statements

lacking maticious content.

Perhaps there had been a lot of
prayers uttered on behalf of this session
of the National Association. Perhaps the
two  additional messages gave this
national meeting a more inspirational
atmosphere, Perhaps the fact that the
General Board proved to be s lively
meeting this year took the punch fram
the business sessions of the convention,

ITWAS: A BESOCLUTIONS HEYDAY

No less than 13 major resolutions
demanded the conventions's attention.
Some were vague. At least two bordered
on the absurd since even token
enforcement was a pipe dream. A few
were vital; six in fact were Treatise
changes. However, even two proposed
Treatise changes were not approved,

Rejected was the Treatise change
recommended by the General Board
which would have called for one
representative from each 5000 members
or fraction thereof within a state rather
than the present one member per state
arrangement.

Also failing to garner enough voting
strength for passage was the Treatise
change which came from the
Resolutions Committee which would
have prohibited any person who receives
the principal portion of his income from
a department or agency of the Nationai
Association to serve on a standing board
except as he wouid become a member
of the General Board by viture of being
elected as an officer of the National
Association. In  vyears past, similar
resolutions aiso have met with defeat.

Receiving approval of the body was
the General Board recommendation that
each of the standing boards of the
National Association bke increased to
nine members, each elected to a term of
six years with the terms expiring in
groups of three biannually. Presently
boards are composed of seven members,
This Treatise change becomes effective
with the 1974 session.

The body also accepted the General
Board recommendations that the six
elected members of the Executive
Committee be chosen by the assembly
from members of the General Board.
No state may be represented on the
Executive Committee with more than
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Biblical truisms, Jesus quotes, and common sense, electrified
the house. They had all come to see him and he knew it, He
had instant audience rapport speaking the language of the
Bible Belt in shoulder-high straightness. The convention
loved him! Garbed in his off-white summer suit, Maddox was
a striking figure. His radiant testimony had the ring of gold
about it. Often the Scriptural admonition, ““Let the
redeemed of the Lord say sc,” hyphenated his gestures. This
long time Baptist with his hat flung deep into the nation’s
political struggle flailed out against Christless government
and Christiess Christianity.

He launched into the friendly Free Wills with his “Great
to be with you . .. Great to be an American ... Great to be
free. .. Greatest of all to be a Christian!” His oration took
on an evangelistic fervor when he bore down on, “What we
need instead of the New Deal, the Fair Deal, or the Great
Society is the New Birth?" Then he came right back assuring
the delegation that as a politician “'I’ve never been any place
where | couldn’t give a testimony for Jesus.” Maddox further
asserted: "It's tough to be real, easy to be a hypocrite and
Jesus Christ makes the difference ... If you will be a better
Christian you will be a better mother, better father, better
businessman — the major goal is to live so that others will
want to walk in your footsteps.”

The Georgia gentleman complimented the Nationai
Convention on its “‘three great colleges” and its “clean kids.”
He warned we had best “work more on the prevention than
on the cure” and that he lenged for the day when it wasn't
only “Youth for Christ but Adults for Christ, Businessmen
for Christ, Politicians for Christ, All Americans for Christl”

Maddox dismounted the pulpit elocution and was greeted
to a standing ovation, This he promptly fanned with his final
thrust, “Don’t stand up for me, stand up for Jesus!”

As the snappy Maddox exited, multitudes of offering
buckets passed among the fourteen tiered audience, Then
Galen Dunbar stood beneath 70 glaring floodlights and spent
the next hour explaining “The Call to Discipleship.”

Dunbar spoke from John 1:3b charging that “the church
which has lost its concern for the lost has forfeited the right
to exist as a church.” He said that the Bible only endorsed a
seven day a week religion, His basic sermon he lzbelled the
“Four S§'s: The catl to Salvation, Sanctification, Separation,
Service.”” The Michigan pastor outiined three Bible based
services for the New Testament Church: “Public worship,
prayer meeting, visitation.”” He conciuded that “the first
evidence of backsliding in the heart of the Christian is when
he talks back to God!"” Galen Dunbar's preaching is not
flashy or gaudy; it is down to earth, pastoral and sound.

1. Superintendent of the Year Joseph Breen (Virginia} gets trophy
from Harold Harrison, National Sunday School Department,

2. Dr. L. C. Johnson, President of Free Wiil Baptist Bible College,
seeks to interest his grandson, James Beck (North Carolinal, in 2
rode! of the coliege,

3. Richard Cordell {Tennessee}, President of Free Will Baptist
Bible College’s Alumni Association.

4. Mrs, Winnie Christensen, W.N.A.C. seminar speaker.

5. Dr. Elmer Towns, Sunday school seminar speaker,

6. Gene Hales, chairman of C.T.S. Beard, presents Scott
Singletary (South Carolina) with first place Adventurer Declamation
Award; Scott also piaced second with a vocal selo in Music Festivai,

7. Bill Gardner {Mississippi}, music coordinater for 1973 session,

8. Ronald Creech shows tags sold by North Carolina's Bible Book
Store to Lewis Wickham {Oktahoma) and wife,
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The theme “Filled to Overflow’’ seemed to become very
literal to those attending the 38th annual session of the
Woman’s National Auxiliary Convention following the
announcement that almost $100,000 had been given through
this arm of the local church to missions at home and abroad.

In her report to the corwention, Mrs. Cleo Purseil,
Executive Secretary, indeed demonstrated that this
organization for the women of the Free Will Baptist
denomination has a bright future, The present 7,088
membership, an increase over last year, gave a total of
$99,256.48 to missions. This is an all-time high in mission
gifts for any fiscal year. The membership is represented in
approximately 8b0 auxiliaries in ltocal churches of the
denomination.

The theme permeated the convention from the time of
the Monday evening banquet when 550 people gathered to
pay tribute to a native Georgia belle, Miss Laura Belle
Barnard, pioneer missionary for Free Will Baptists and a
former Bible College professor, who spoke at that banguet.
Evidences of the theme were apparent even in the business
sessions — conducted this year for the first time during the
morning hours of the Convention.

Several items of significance to the work of WNAC were
passed. One recommended that the last Sunday in May be
designated as Servicemen's Sunday, It is hoped that local
churches will express concern for the servicemen and women
with special recognition on this Sunday.

Also a third category is to be added to the Creative
Writing Contest which was established last year. The new
category will be that of articles and will include short stories,
essays and feature type articles, Complete contest details are
available from WNAC Office.

Mrs. Clara Picirilli {Tennessee) was re-elected president.
Mrs. Betty Hill {Virginia) was elected to the post of
vice-president and Mrs. Anne Worthington (Georgia) was
named recording secretary. Members at large for the
Executive Committee of WNAC are Winnie Mclain
{California); Dorothy Cox (Kentucky); and Jenelle Scott
(Arkansas}.

A highlight of the new convention format was the
afternoon Missions Action Seminar conducted by Mrs.
Winnie Christensen, author of three books. She chaltenged
the convention to first declare God as Lord of their own lives
and then share Him with the world. She demonstrated the
method of Home Bible Studies and shared her experiences of
successfully witnessing through this means.

The entire seminar conducted by Mrs. Christensen and the
address delivered by Miss Barnard at the banguet are
available on cassett tapes from WNAC Office.

in a move that was a surprise to Mrs. Pursell, the
convention honored her for the ten years she has served as
WNAC Executive Secretary by presenting a love gift of $790
to be used in purchasing a new typewriter for her office.

July B0

What is “MAP"? I1's the result of mixing well the right
singing from the Mexican Quartet and then tossing in Bob
Shockey, Roy Thomas, Frank Davenport and Wade Jernigan,
all at 9:00 AM. on a Tuesday morning in Macon, Georgia.

This perky smorgasborg is “Missions Action Program.” The

definition is unimportant. What matters is that 700 Free Will
Baptist pastors and laymen crowded into the downtown
Hilton's Macon Room and heard a “get on with it'’ practical
solution to church building.

“The Why' of Church building fel! to Robert Shockey,
Director of the National Home Missions Department, who
promptly addressed himself to the issue in three areas:
(1) our conviction, {2) our concern, {3} our commitment.
Shockey buttonholed Mark 8:1 and told the delighted
pastors that here was ““God’s autobiography in six words . . .
‘| have compassion on the multitude.” " He railed, "If we
listen to each other our changes will be meager, but if we
tisten to Jesus, they will be tremendous.” Bob had reached
his preaching gait when he narrated: “We're making the
transition from come ye to go ye . . . the answer is always the
same, evangelism house to house, door to door, heart to
heart! ... Beware of the Church hijackers.”” Mr. Shockey
alluded as explanation to the gquestion: “How, humanly
speaking, do we feed the multitudes?”” . .. "“The truth is we
can’t, but the tragedy is sometimes we try.”

Exactly at that point, *“The What"* of church building was
passed to Roy Thomas, Associate Director of the Home
Missions Department. He took it and pushed it to the edge of
Matthew 14:16, Using precise, exact terminology Roy
exhibited that Free Will Baptists have the “‘three things it
takes'" to be successful., He cited ““the message to preach, the
men to preach it, the money to send it."" 1t was his decided
opinion that “if we leave people alone and let them go their
own way, they'll go to hell . .."” After a swing at those who
copy ‘‘successful” non Free Wills, Roy thunderousty
testified, 'We've got preachers down in the hills and hollows
who can preach circles around some big time method users!”
He waved a tightly knit truth when after detaiting the quality
of men needed in the mission areas he recommended ‘'to be
Biblical and practical, send the best men to the front-tine.”

Frank Davenport, Pastor of Faith Church in Goldsboro,
North Carotina, explained “The How'' of Church buiiding.
“To me this means business; the business of building a
church ... { believe the same method | use in North Carolina
will work anywhere in the world,” Davenport gave a step by
step system to graduate from a new mission to a
church-mothering, self-supporting institution, He warned, *‘If
vou start a welfare church, you'll aiways have one.” Frank
concluded in rousing fashion, "Before you are going to be
successful, you're gonna have to believe that no other church
in town can do what you can do.”

The final leg of the panel spotlighted ““The When" in
building. Dr. Wade Jernigan, president of California Christian
College at Fresno, read from | Chronicles 29 after suggesting
that Frank Davenport’s sermon could be told as “Bunch ‘em,
Budget ‘em, Build ‘em.” There are four keys to aid in
knowing just ““when’” to build. They are: 1}when an
unmistakeable call has been answered, 2)when an
unretenting conviction has brought agony 3} when raw
courage has been stirred by abundant grace, 4) when
conditions are created by divine intervention rather than
arranged by happen chance. Dy, Jernign further focused that
when built correctly, New Testament churches are
"Distinctive . . . Doctrinal . .. Denominational.” Nearing his
summary, Jernigan charged, "‘I've never seen one Free Will
Baptist church split over the doctrine; no, we split over the
color of the carpets, the use of bulletins and choir robes!”





















FREE WILL BAPTIST MINISTER ACCEPTED AS ARMY CHAPLAIN

FORT HAMILTON, N.Y. — Chaplain
(Captain) Nedo Eaddy entered
Chaplaincy School at Fort Hamilton on
July 6, 1973, following his appeintment
to the Chaplaincy of the United States
Army. Chaplain Eaddy. who is an
ordained Free Will
Baptist minister,
will remain at Fort
Hamilton through
mid-September
after which time he
will be assigned to
active duty at
Aberdeen Proving
Grounds,
Aberdeen,
Maryland.

The official announcement of
Chaplain Eaddy's appointment to the
Army Chaplaincy came following his

EADDY

graduation from Ashland Theological
Seminary, Ashland, Ohio. Following a
three-year program of study, he received
a Master of Divinity degree with a major
in Pastoral Psychology and Counseling

during the 1973 spring graduation
ceremonies,
Chaplain Eaddy also received a

certificate recognizing completion of
two vyears’ work in a program of
Continuing Education for Clergymen in
Mental Health in the Department of
Psychiatry, School of Medicine, Case
Western Reserve University, Cleveland,
Ohio. This program consisted of 200
hours of supervised clinical training at
Cleveland State Hospital in addition to
classwork and summer intern work.

The South Carolina native was
graduated from Free Will Baptist Bible
College, Nashville, Tennessee in 1968.

SUNDAY SCHOOL DEPARTMENT NAMES NEW QUARTER CYCLE

NASHVILLE, TENN, — Effective with
the third quarter, 1974, the Sunday
School Department of the WNational
Association of Free Will Baptists will
commence publication of materials on a
New quarter system.

The new quarter system will be

HiL.LSDALE COLLEGE GETS
FOUR YEAR ACCREDITATION
FROM OKLAHOMA REGENTS

MOORE, OKLA. - Hillsdale Free Will
Baptist College recently received formal
recognition from the Oklahoma State
Regents for Higher Education as an
accredited four vyear institution of
higher learning. This will enable the
coliege to grant the bachelor of arts
degree, according to Jerry Rhoades,
Director of Promotions.

in April, 1971, the college was
accredited as a two vyear institution to
grant the Associate of Arts degree. The
accreditation of the third and fourth
years of college work will now enable
students to transfer to other senior
coileges or universities to work on post
graduate degrees with the same
consideration as students transferring
from state or regionally accredited
senior colleges.

seasonally labeled as follows:
Fall Quarter — Sept., Oct., Nov,
Winter Quarter - Dec., Jan., Feb.
Spring Quarter — March, April, Mav
Summer Quarter — June, July, Aug.
Third quarter, 1974, lesson materials
will contain only eight lessons. These
lessons cover July and August. A 25%
discount will be aliowed from the
regular cost of materials for this short

quarter,
This new cycle reflects several
advantages:

{1} It begins with the fall guarter,
the time when most churches begin a
new year and elect new officers and
teachers,

{2) It permits the Sunday School
Department to avoid the Christmas mail
rush in shipping curriculum materials.

(3) The Easter fesson will be
included in the same quarter’'s material
every year,

{4} The department will
up-to-date take home papers.

{5) The new arrangement brings the
Sunday School Department in line with
the curriculum cycle adopted by other
independent and denominational
pubiishing firms.

The change will necessitate that
materials for the fall quarter, 1974, be
ordered in time for delivery before
September 1, 1974.

provide

FAILING HEALTH
TERMINATES LITTLEJOHN'S
MiSSIONS MINISTRY

SAN JOSE, CA. — Four years ago God
led Chartes L.ittlejohn to minister to dope
addicts, alcoholics, prostitutes and the
destitute from all walks of life at the
San Jose Rescue Mission. This Free Will
Baptist minister conducted early
morning services five days a week in
addition to two Sunday services and
fulfilied daily administrative duties, God
honored Chaplain Littlejohn’s ministry
with 9,846 recorded decisions for
salvation during this time.

Because of declining health,
Reverend Littlejohn’s doctor recently
ordered termination of his missions
ministry in San Jose. However, the
rescue mission will continue in
operation. Mr. Littlejohn plans to
engage in limited evangelistic work.

FWBBC'S DEAN OF WOMEN
ATTENDS NARRAMORE'S
SEMINAR

ROSEMEAD, CA. -— Miss Rudene
Kennedy, Dean of Women of Free Will

Baptist Bible College, Nashville,
Tennessee, recently attended an
intensive three weeks" seminar in

counseling at the Rosemead, California
headquarters of the Narramaore Christian
Foundation.

Dr. Clyde M. Narramore, Director of
the Foundation and nationally-known
Christian  psychologist, makes this
training possible twice each year, once
in summer and once in winter,

In addition to helping the participant
gain a better understanding of himself,
the seminar helps Christians counsel

more effectively and also gives
information regarding professional
referrats,

DR. NARRAMORE & MISS KENNEDY
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