





unbelievable power. He began his
sermons by repeating the passages his
wife read from the Bible and whispered
to him. This handicap was overcome a
thousand-fold by his tenderhearted
concern for the souls of men. Many who
were saved under Reverend Veach's
ministry became the backbone of other
churches in the Northeast Missouri
Association of Free Will Baptists.
Thirteen active churches made up this
association, during one period of time.

None of these churches are overly
pretentious structurally. Most fit the
typical description of small rural
churches, But, is church structure the
yardstick by which great churches
should be measured? Size of Sunday
schools? Number of buses? Amount of
money received? No - even though ali
of these factors are important. [n the
final analysis, churches should be
measured by the number of people they
channel into Christian service,

One of these relatively small rural
churches has melded and shaped the
lives of an unusually large number who
are faithfully serving the Lord locally
and around the waorld. The only
surviving charter member tenderly tells
of the birth of the Hazel Creek Free Wiil
Baptist Church, Tears swelled in the
eyes of Mrs. Lizzy Filkins as she
described the revival that swept the
Hazel Creek community. She related the
challenging revival sermons preached by
Reverend T. C. Ferguson. The lLord
moved the hearts of this small group to
recognize the urgent need to minister to
the eternity bound folk in their sparsely
pepuiated area. They met the challenge.
The Lord has bountifully blessed their
faithfulness. How this group of believers
thril as they reflect on the joyous
conversion experiences of those who
have given their lives to the Lord in this
unpretentious little churchl And these

ABOUT THE COVER

Now the only surviving charter
member of the Hazel Creek Free Will
Baptist Church, Mrs, Elizabeth "'Lizzy”
Fitkins and her fate husband, Harry,
hand cast on a local creek bank some
of the concrete blocks forming the
foundation of the church. She is the
grandmother of Howard Filkins, lay
missionary serving in Africa, and Olena
Meclain, imissionary to Japan, She
tives on the family farm near
Kirksville, Missouri.

IN THE SHADOW of the steeple of the First Free Will Baptist
Church of Kirksville, Missouri, Missionaries Jim (left} and Olena
MeceLain (far right) visii with members of the congregation. Mrs.
McoLain attended nearby Hazel Creek Free Will Baptist Church
prior to her departure for coliege. The Reverend Melvin Knott
is the current pastor of Kirksville First.

folk relate, with a faraway look in their
eyes, the good times shared with the
youth of their church. Dr. LaVerne
Miley, Howard and Joan Filkins, Oiena
McLain and so many others who are
faithfully serving the lLord remember
these gooed times aiso.

The vyoungest church in the
Northeast Missouri Association has had
a productive record also. Eighty-nine
vears after Reverend J. H. Wesscher's
flock disbanded their Kirksville church,
the first nail was driven into the existing
First Free Will Baptist Church of
Kirksviile. That blow was struck with a
spirit of determination that is so
characteristic of the folk of this rugged
section of Missouri, A much prayed
about dream was being realized. Amid

the hammer blows, the clatter of
lumber, the rhythmic quieting sound of
handsaws, and the frequent high-pitched
screams of skill saws, these men’s minds
drifted back through the miraculous
chain of events that ied to this joyous
occasion.

Memories of the dream shared by
several families, whose roots were deep

in the common soil of several rural
Northeast Missouri Association
churches, were recounted as they

labared on the auditorium. Their dream
of a Free Will Baptist witness in
KKirksviile served as a catalyst for these
families for many months. They
persistently prayed that the Lord’s will
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would be done. God’s will became
evident as famifies began to tearfully
make their way to an old-fashioned altar
as revival spirit raced through a meeting
jcintly sponsored by the National and
Missouri Home Mission Boards. After
twelve days, thirty-twe had heen
challenged to establish a church in
Kirksville. On Wednesday evening of
September 30, 1953, the First Free Will
Baptist Church of Kirksville was
organized. Al thirty-two charter
members pledged to tithe their income.

Again, the Lord provided a man. A
man with the leadership and technical
skills to construct a church building.
Reverend Lester Jones became pastor of
this flock November 4, 1954, Shortly
thereafter Reverend Jones and the men
of the congregation erected the church
auditorium,

Severat years later a second building
program was led by Reverend Andy
Lay. A parsonage and educational unit
were completed during Pastor Lay's
ministry,

The church building was only a
means to a far more important segment
of their original dream. This group had
foved ones and friends who were
unsaved. They had a compassion for the
tost of the community. There has been a
steady stream of converts to the Lord
Jesus Christ since the inception of this
church. Not only have many found the
Lord here, but many have been brought
intoc Christian maturity and taken
responsible positions in the Lord's
work.

This church has the unique honor of
having two families serving with the
Foreign Missions Board, Jerry and Carol
Pinkerton and Howard and Joan Filkins,
{Howard and Joan moved their
membership from the Hazel Creek

Church to the Kirksville Church after
they returned from Free Will Baptist

Bible College.}
Why have these two churches
produced such good fruit for the

Master? Even a casual observer catches
comments and recognizes some of the
outstanding characteristics of the
believers in these churches.

Mr. Boyd Filkins, father of Howard
Filkins and Clena Mcl.ain, mentions the
influence that Sister Lizzy McAdams
had on the lives of so many in this
northeast corner of the state. " ‘Sister
Lizzy’' came for several years and held
revivals in the fall, after crops were in,”’
refated Mr. Filkins, “and my! how she
preached the Word.l i've seen rough
men who never darkened the door of
the church attend these revivals and
their hearts would be broken. | was one
of the many who was saved under her
ministry.’

During the course of a visit with Mr,
Herman Miley, father of Dr. LaVerne
Mifey, | asked if he recalled “Sister
Lizzy.” He responsed, "I sure do. ..
during one of her revivals my wife and |
rededicated our lives to the Lord.”
Shortly thereafter, he and his wife
moved their church membership to the
Hazel Creek Church, | asked Mr. Miley
if he could explain why so many
missionaries had been produced by this
church. Mr. Miley gave much of the
credit to their pastors. ““We have been
blessed with many mission-minded
pastors,”” he recalled. "“These men
(several FWBBC graduates) consistently
preached missions,” observed Mr, Miley,

What if Mr. Posey Veach, in spite of
his educational deficiencies, had not
heeded the call to preach to the folk of
northeast Missouri? What if Mr, T. C.
Ferguson had not held the revival in the
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v What Yardstick Do We Measure Church Success?

WITH THE TRADITIONAL LOOK of a
small rural church, Hazel Creek Free
Will Baptist Church stands unassuming
in the Hazel Creek community near

Kirksville, Missouri. The Reverend

Archie Cooper is pastor.

Hazel Creek community? What if
“Sister Lizzy'' had not heeded the call
to preach revivals in this area? Would
Dr. LaVerne Miley be ministering in
Africa? Would Howard and Joan Filkins
be going to Africa as house parents to
our missicnaries’ children? Would there
have been people in Kirksville interested
in establishing a Free Will Baptist
church in their town?

What if the folk in Kirksville had not
responded to the hurden for a Free Will
Baptist witness in their community?
Would Jerry and Carol Pinkerton be
going to Africa? Would Vernon Maggart
have worked with the Missouri Home
Missions Board in the 5t Joseph
church? Would Peggy Jo McElhinney be
in full-time Christian service with Free
Will Baptist Bible College? Would
Stephanie Vincent be teaching full-time
in a Christian day school? Wouid Ernie
and Lila Thompson, Neva and Joyce
Thomas have attended Free Will Baptist
Bible College? Would Dean Dobbs,
Keith Phipps, and Bob Jones be
preaching the Gospel? Wouid the many
other converts be consistently serving
the Lord in local churches?

Why have all these wonderful things
happened in these two small northeast
Missouri churches? A few key people,
many vyears ago, heard the cali and
responded, and many over the years
have faithfully continued the work, &



























decisions he makes are affected. Many
of us have seen a man stagger and heard
him slur his words when drunk. And too
many families have seen the foolish
waste of money by a drunk father or
mother,

A friend told me recently with tears
in her eyes how her father would get
drunk on payday and stagger home with
his week's wages stuffed in his shirt
pocket, Thinking himself rich, he would
throw money into the stove though his
family was nearly destitute.

We say, therefore, that a drunk man
is "‘under the influence of alcohol.”” He
is not really in control of himself. So
the Lord says, “Be not drunk with wine
wherein is excess; but,..” The word
“put™ is important, It implies "instead
of’. In other words, instead of vour
walk being influenced by wine, let it be
influenced by the Holy Spirit. Let your
talk and vour decisions be under His
control,

This is the issue. Are you filled with
seff or with the Spirit? Who decides the
way you live? Self and Spirit cannot sit
on the throne of your heart, From the
moment on the road to Damascus when
Saul of Tarsus asked, “‘Lord, what wilt
thou have me do?”, he was no longer in
control of his life, The Holy Spirit was.
He said, ... yet not | but Christ..."”

{Galatians 2:20) and “...God forbid
that | should glory, save in the
cross . .. {Gatatians 6:14) and “For to
me to tive is Christ...” {Philippians
1:21).

Before we move on, notice the
language of the verse. “And be not. ..
but be...”" Holy Spirit fullness is
available. 1t is God's wil for vyou.
Consequently, your responsibility is not
that of seeking an experience, but rather
that of surrender, yielding, coming to
the end of se/f and committing your all
to the Lord. Then by faith cfaim the
promise. Be filled. Let it be so. Thank
God for it.

WHAT ARE THE EVIDENCES?

it is extremely interesting to me that
when God said ... be filled with the
Spirit’”" nothing is said about any
spiritual gifts, much less the gift of
tongues. Modern heretics who teach
that the evidence of heing filled with
the Spirit is speaking in tongues have to
fragment scripture in the book of Acts,
They cannot support the error from
doctrinal books. It is certainly not set
forth in the passage before us. Evidences

of Holy Spirit fullness are set forth
nonetheless,

MNow, notice that verse 18 starts a
new sentence but ends with a semicolon
rather than a period. The punctuation
mark means the thought continues to
the next verse which says,

““Speaking to yourselves in psalms

and hymns and spiritual song,

singing and making melody in
your heart to the Lord;"”

in other words, the first evidence of
Holy Spirit fullness is God gives you a
new attitude toward yourself: He gives
you a singing heart. God does something
within you to bring you at peace with
yourself. All good people are not alike.
Some are a delight to be with, Others
are depressing. Many peopie live ike
they have a bent axle in their soul.
Things aren’t running smoothly within
them. No wonder they have such
difficulty getting along with others,
They need to die to self and allow the
Holy Spirit to take over. He will set the
orchestra in order and the melody will
begin, They will like themselves better
and so will everybody else.

Furthermore, notice that verse 19
also ends with a semicolon rather than &
period which means the thought begun
in verse 18, and continued in verse 19,
continues on to verse 20.

“Giving thanks always for all

things unto God and the Father in

the name of our Lord Jesus

Christ;”

In other words, God gives you a new
attitude toward Himself: He gives you a
thankful heart.

i was raised on a tobacco farm in
North Carofina. Tobacco farmers aren’t
like anyone else in this whole country.
You can believe that, He works 13
months a year. tHe goes broke every
year, He buys a new tractor, a new car,
a color TV, adds a room on the house,
gets new furniture, buys another farm
and goes back into business the next
year. He never makes a dime. Just ask
him, he'll tell you, 1've seen them walk
out in the fields after a biistering hot
day and dig in the ground with the toes
of their shoes to see how deep the
moisture was, |'ve heard them moan
from deep down in their soul and look
up to the heavens as if to complain. it
never rained right, always too early or
too late, too much or too little. They
were different men from the time of
planting until harvest. Way down inside
they seemed to say, “You're against me.

1 have invested all | have in this crop
and it won't rain, | work hard and the
elements don't cooperate.” And from
deep within would escape & moan,
“You're against me.”’

On the other hand | met a young
mother who had buried a baby. She
said, "'I've been saved all my aduit life. |
dedicated my baby to God. | go t¢
church reguiarly . . . Why? Please tell me
why?”' The tears on her cheeks testified
of a broken heart. And in it all she was
saying, ‘‘He's against me. He shouldn’t
have taken my baby.” Whatever the
circumstances, to every man fuil of self,
adversity is an offense. But when he dies
to self and is filled with the Spirit he
settles some things.

He recognizes that God /s. All doubts
about the reality of God's existence are
forever gone,

He recognizes that God cares. The
Holy Spirit makes it ever so clear that
God, Who is, cares — whether or not we
understand the circumstance.

He recognizes that God will provide.
So he bows his head in the midst of
adverse circumstances and gives
“ ., thanks always for all things..."”
Always? Always! Forall things? For ail
things! Even adversity? Even adversity!
You see, we see the circumstance today.
God sees it in the whole scope of time
and eternity. God will take care of His
saints. Praise His Name.

He owns the cattle on a thousand hilis,
The wealth in every mine,

He owns the rivers, the rocks and rills,
The sun and stars that shine.

Wonderfui riches, more than tongue
can teli.
They are my Father's, so they're
mine as well,
He owns the cattle on a thousand hiils.
And | know that He cares for me.

The Holy Spirit Who filis me telis me
ever so clearly that God provides and
gives me a thankful heart.

Notice furthermore that the thought
hegun in verse 18 and and continued
through verses 19 and 20 goes on to
verse 21.

“Submitting yourselves one 1o
another in the fear of the Lord.”

In other words, God gives a new
attitude toward others: He gives a

submissive heart. Self becomes less
important. Others become more
important.

{Please turn to page 18)
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