





























NATIONAL OFFICES
CATCHING UP WITH TODAY'S
ELECTRONIC TECHNOLOGY

NASHVILLE, TENN. — The Executive
Office, Foreign Missions, Home
Missions, and the Board of Retirement
and Insurance Departments have
entered into a contractual arrangement
with Kenneth Smith and Associates, a
computer consulting firm, to provide
data processing services. KSA will

provide subscription and mailing
services, donor acknowledgments,
financial accounting services, and
general management information
services.

The initial two year contract will
enable each participating department to
analyze its computer needs before
considering the possibility of purchasing
its own equipment. This joint venture
also makes the use of the computer
economically feasible at this time.

It has become necessary to turn to
data processing because of the steadily
increasing work load in each office. It
will particularly relieve those who are
involved in accounting operations of
many details.

Each participating department will
now have access to up-to-the-minute
information because of the fast,
accurate, comprehensive record system.
This will enable each department to
better evaluate its progress, make
decisions, and become more responsive
to the changes that are necessitated by
the technological advances of this age.

The computer has become avaluable
tool for improving our stewardship. As
information is carefully gathered and
fed into the computer, this data
becomes a bank from which all kinds of
useful facts may be drawn. With its
incredible ability to store, select, and
collate facts, the computer may well
make an important contribution to the
advancement of our total
denominational work.

ARKANSAS PASTOR DIES

RUSSELLVILLE, ARK. — Rev. Henry
E. Hill, 568, died January 19, 1974. In
addition to several other pastorates, he
served the Lodi Church in Pike County
three years prior to his resignation in
November, 1974 because of ill health.
Funeral services were held January 21 at
St. Joe Free Will Baptist Church north
of Atkins. He is survived by his wife and
one son.

ARDMORE CHURCH REACHING PEOPLE, SETTING RECORDS

ARDMORE, OKLA. — During the first
12 Sundays of 1974, members of the
First Free Will Baptist Church in
Ardmore have witnessed 75 decisions
and set an all-time high attendance
record of 318 in Sunday school.

Pastor Milburn Wilson credits both
the number of recent conversions and
the increased attendance in all services
of the church to the involvement of his
people in the program of the church.

“We call the Thursday evening
program of our church ‘Outreach.” It is
a set time but not the only time when
our members go into the community to
speak to people about their spiritual
needs which range from salvation to
follow-up work. Because of our
follow-up program, we have been able
to retain in our church almost every
convert reached. This is helping to build
our church number.”

The continued growth of the church
can also be attributed to the “Spiritual
Parenthood’” program Mr. Wilson
utilizes. He assigns a church family to a
new convert and that family becomes a

“spiritual parent’’ to the convert until
the convert matures to the point that he
can also become a spiritual parent.

One layman, who was saved last
summer, won 8 people to the Lord
during the month of January.

More than any specific program,
Wilson says he believes the key to God's
blessing on the Ardmore congregation is
the fact that the group is a “praying
church.” Wilson assumed the pastorate
of the church in June, 1971, and the
church has almost doubled in
attendance since that time. This
continued growth is a witness to his
positive leadership. A 23 per cent gain
in Sunday school attendance was made
in March over the fourth quarter average
of 1973. The church does not maintain
a bus ministry.

Pastor Wilson says the growth is not
iimited to the Sunday school. Church
Training Service attendance for March
averaged 196. C.T.S. classes are held
both Wednesday and Sunday nights.

‘Sunday evening worship averages 250 in

attendance.

PAY-DAY SUNDAY became a reality February 17, 1974, for members of the
Bethel Free Will Baptist Church, South Roxana, Illinois, when $10,600 was
collected wheelbarrow style. Working members were asked to give one week’s
pay check toward the cost of relocating their church plant on a recently
acquired 11 aere tract. The surpassing of the $10,000 goal brought praise for
his congregation by Pastor Jim Walker. Kneeling to count the money are
church members Ray Chester (left) and Pastor Walker; standing are, left to
right, Ed Baille, Chief of Police; Lawrence Cunningham, South Roxana’s
Mayor; Gilbert Grobe and David Duguid. The church’s move will be
underwritten by a $300,00 bond program under the direction of Executive

Church Bonds, Nashville, Tennessee.
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NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF FREE WILL BAPTISTS
APPLICATION FOR HOUSING RESERVATIONS

Wichita, Kansas

July 15-18, 1974

Please fill out form completely and mail to:

F.W.B. Central Housing Bureau
Chamber of Commerce
350 West Douglas
Wichita, Kansas 67202

ALL RESERVATIONS MUST BE CLEARED THROUGH
THE F.W.B. CENTRAL HOUSING BUREAU. Each request
must give definite date and approximate hour of arrival,
and include names and addresses of all persons who will
occupy the rooms requested. If it is necessary for you to
cancel a reservation, please notify the Housing Bureau

promptly. At least four choices of hotels/motels are
desirable. Reservations will be filled in order of receipt.
Make your reservations before June 28, 1974. Confirmation
will be sent after May 1, 1974. Reservations will NOT be
accepted by telephone.

ACCOMMODATIONS DESIRED:

RATE DESIRED

Room (s) for one person {one full size bed) $ to
Room(s) for two persons (one full size bed) $ to
Room(s) for two persons {two double beds) $ to
Room(s) for { ) three or ( ) four persons (two double beds) $ to
Room(s} with twin beds for two persons $ to
Suite-Parlor and ( ) one bedroom ( ) two bedrooms $ to
HOTEL Tstchoice ... .o e rdchoice ...... ...t
OR
MOTEL 2nd choice . .. o s Ath ChOICE « v v i e e e e e e
Planned arrival date . .. .. oottt e time ............ am......... pm. .
Planned departure date .. ... ... oo time............ am......... pM.. ..
NAMES OF OCCUPANTS Street City State Zip
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
(Names of all parties must be listed. Please print names and complete addresses. Bracket the names of those
staying in the same room. We cannot confirm unless rooms requested balance with number of persons listed.)
SEND Name
CONFIRMATION Address

TO: City

State Zip
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