









































REACTIONS

“So Apollos and | should be looked
upon as Christ’s servants who distribute
God'’s treasure, explaining God'’s secrets
to others. Now the most important
thing about a servant is that he does just
what his master tells him to. What about
me? Have | been a good servant?
Well, | don’t worry over what you think
about this, or what anyone else thinks. /
don’t even trust my own judgment on
this point. My conscience is clear, but
even that isn’t final proof. It is the Lord
Himself who must examine me and
decide. So be careful not to jump to
conclusions before the Lord returns as
to whether someone is a good servant or
not. When the Lord comes, He will turn
on the light so that everyone can see
exactly what each one of us is really
like, deep down in our hearts. Then
everyone will know why we have been
doing the Lord’s work. At that time
God will give to each one whatever
praise is coming to him.”” | Corinthians
4:1-5 (Living Letters)

Not too long ago | was coming home
from making a hospital call, meditating
and thinking of the goodness of God
and the responsibility of the ministry.
In particular | was thinking of the many
sick in our church. | was preoccupied in
thought and perhaps was driving slower
than | should in city traffic.

All of a sudden the man behind me
blasted his horn .and pulled around to
the side, rolled down his window and
gave me, as we used to say, ‘a piece of
his mind.” “Why don't you get that
blasted, blasted off the street?
Do you have a license to park? Don't
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you know that you’re holding up
traffic?”’ He really gave it to me with
both barrels.

Well, really | was pretty close to the
car in front of me, and his remarks did
not upset me; but it was quite obvious
that my action had really set off some
reaction in this man.

As | thought about this man and his
reactions to my actions, | thought how
reactions affect many other facets of
life, even our relationship to the church,
His Word, and His other servants. |
realize | have quoted a paraphrase, and |
am not saying that | accept the Living
Bible in every respect. However, |
certainly like the way it reads in |
Corinthians 4:1-5.

These Scriptures, along with the
tremendous instructions that the
Apostle Paul gives us in Romans chapter
14, should cause us Christians to be very
careful about our reactions, even to the
actions of others.

In the past thirty-five years | have
traveled across this country holding
missionary conferences, itinerates,
evangelistic meetings, etc.; and on many
occasions my ears have been filled with
words of reactions from laymen,
preachers, and evangelists concerning
the actions of others.

Sometimes one denomination will
say, ‘“We won’t have anything to do
with that group. Even though we both
love the Lord and are members of the
body of Christ, we're going to scratch
them off our list.”” Then the other group
responds, ““If that is your decision, then

we'll scratch you off our list.”" Thus,
each group controls the other by actions
and reactions.

One preacher reacts strongly to
another preacher and writes a scathing
jetter to him. The second preacher then
retaliates with a letter of the same kind.
Here again two persons are controlled
by each other. They're both defeated at
the same level.

Sometimes church business meetings
can be very interesting, to say the least.
If one person stands up in the business
meeting and says something in anger or
bitterness, someone else is likely to
respond in the same way. Angry and
bitter words beget angry and bitter
words. The person who acts in that way
is controlied by the person who acted
that way in the first place.

Sometimes our reactions are more
sinful than the original initial action of
those to whom we react. it seems that
often ministers of the liberal rank or of
some other persuasion control some of
us evangelicals. Our reactions to their
actions on many occasions have been
everything but Christian. These
unfortunate and unpleasant reactions
often occur within the denomination as
one preacher judges another and reacts
to his works, or to his method, or the
place he has chosen to serve God.

I think in the light of Paul's
instructions to the church at Corinth we
ought to note some of the main points.
First of all, it is clearly indicated that
Paul had in mind here the ministers of
Christ who were stewards of the
mysteries of God. In the Apostie Paul’s
life the following characteristics are
observable:

FAITHFUL

Pau! makes it clear that it is required
in stewards that a man be found
faithful. The minister, first of all, should
be faithful to preach the mysteries of
God not what others think or believe.

{Please turn to page 18}
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