

















services here at the First Church in
Bakersfield. Jesus died for them too,
and we are presenting the gospel to
them the same as we do to others.

& What do you feel would be the
best policy for a Free Will Baptist
church regarding membership of
individuals from minority groups?

HAMES — Our policy is that of the
Bible, it is stated in James 2:1-9. If you
are a respecter of persons, you sin. We
have no problem in receiving the
minority groups into our membership.
We do require them to adopt the same
church covenant as the other members.
If they give evidence of salvation, we
exhort them to follow the Lord in water
baptism and, of course, church
membership in this church.

I would oppose sending them to a
colored church. I'm persuaded if they
are saved they should belong to the best
church. I'm persuaded that that is a
Free Will Baptist church, and | like to
string my own fish,

EVERSON — Anytime a race of
people has enough of its own to
organize and maintain a church this
works out better for all concerned.
Maybe there are areas where minorities
are so few in number that it would be
impossible for them to have a separate
church. In such a case | would not deny
membership to these few. | favor
separate churches where it is feasible,
yet | realize that circumstances vary in
each locality, so every church needs to
work out its own solution to this
guestion.

PEGRAM — That is a question to be
decided by each individual church, and |
would be opposed to any policy that
would rob them of that privilege. In
normal circumstances, it would be
unwise. There is-no way a white pastor
can meet the needs of the black as well
as a good, Bible-believing black pastor.
The best policy is to help black
churches. This would not be true in an
area where there are no black churches
or in an area where blacks far
outnumber whites, such as in the Virgin
Islands, etc. You have to minister to the
people where you are,

MESSER — | feel whatever policy
you have for membership in your
church should apply to all people

equally. | do not feel you can have one
policy for one group and one policy for

another group. They are either good
enough to be members, or they are not.
The New Birth through the Holy Spirit
brings each of us into one family and
that's the family of God. That makes us
brothers and sisters regardless of color.

If your church were to extend
membership to minorities, what
do you feel should be the social
relationship with other church

members?
PEGRAM — If vyou mean this
particular local church, any social

interaction would be very limited. But
that would be true of the churches |
pastored in Ohio, North Carolina, and
Tennessee. The program we have
doesn’t leave a great deal of time for
social activity, number one; and number
two, | think more spare time should be
spent in family activity. One further
limitation would be background and
culture. Where | would consider Nat
Turner a murderer who deserved
hanging, he would be a hero to blacks.
If 1 were black, | would teach my
children to respect his memory. To
blacks, Martin Luther King would
naturally be a hero. To me, he was a
notorious liberal in his theology and a
very immoral man in his extra-marital
sexual activity. The difficulties are
almost insurmountable at the present
time in our society.

MESSER — We have a black family
that's a member of our church and
other races too. The black family are
wonderful people and dedicated
Christians. He is head of our usher
committee and on the church board. He
also teaches an adult Bible class. He is a
former public school teacher. All of our
people enjoy the fellowship of this
family. There is no difference as far as
intermarriage. | preach and teach against
it, not because | feel its a sin but
because of the social hardship it brings
upon the family and all concerned.

HAMES — There is only one area of
the social life that there would be any
difference. We teach that we should
refrain from marriage to other races.
Those who have intermarried cause their
children to have a difficult time in life.
They are not really accepted by either
race. I'm not saying now that they
won’'t go to heaven. But where two
people from different races marry it is
very difficult for them to observe the
Scriptural principle of the golden rule,

Matt. 7:12, in regard to their chiidren.
Also the divorce rate is very high in
interracial marriages.

EVERSON — If my church were to
integrate, the blacks would socialize
with the blacks and the whites with the
whites. Social refationships — just as all
other relationships — must be based on
individual decisions made by individual
Christians.

&  What should be the future role of
Free Will Baptist churches in
ministering to minority groups?

MESSER — | believe we should fulfill
God’s Word in reaching everyone with
the gospel of Christ. | believe it grieves
the Holy Spirit when we bypass people
with the gospel of Christ because of
their color. We should start winning
people as we find them. We are missing
a great opportunity for Christ if we
don’t. The fields are white unto harvest,
but people do not have to turn white to
be ripe for harvest. Jesus is speaking of
souls. Remember the gospel of Christ
changes lives, not color.

HAMES — We should be in
agreement with Jesus and the
Scriptures. He commissioned us to go to
"every creature,”” Mark 16:15-16. We
should see them as souls lost without a
Saviour. The most hypocritical thing |
can do is to support Archie Mayhew's
winning blacks in Africa and then to
withhold the gospel from them in
Bakersfield, California.

Our churches must make known to
them that we care. If we don't, we
should not expect the God of heaven to
breathe on our denomination.

EVERSON — | don’t know how far
into the future you mean, but for right
now | think we should cooperate with
their organized fundamental churches
with no thought of a merger. Let them
serve Christ in their own way. They're
people, NOT STATISTICS to supply
racial balance to our denomination. Let
them keep their identity, and let us
change our attitudes about their
customs, organizations, etc. being
inferior to ours. They will reach more of
their own for Christ than you and | will
ever be able to reach.

(Please turn to page 8)
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