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LEAßNINGTHE
ANTOF

wOßSHrP
A former pastor, now a

denominational administrator, discusses
worship as a "pew-warmer."

by Malcolm C. Fry
It really hurts to wear the shoe on

the other foot. Ouch! lt srrely is

different from this perspective. Why, I

didn't realize how easy ít was for the
mind to drift - and in church of all
places. How many years have I preached

and expected the .parishioners in the
pew to listen? How many services have I

conducted and expected worshipful
participation from the pew occupants?
But things have changed. I am no longer
in the pastorate, and now I know
experientially what ¡t is to be a

"pew-warmer." lt has been neither an
easy task nor a bitter pill to swallow;
rather it has been quite an educational
experience: learning how to worship.
Much to my chagrin, I have discovered
that worship is a growing, maturing
matter.

THE IMP.ERATIVE OF WORSHIP
The call to worship was sounded

early in the B ible with the
Commandment, "Thou shalt have no
other gods before me" {Exodus 20:3}.
It was reinforced by our Lord Jest¡s

Christ in the 15th chapter of the Gospel
of John where Christ draws the analogy
between the vine and the branches as

being like the continuing relationship
that must exist between Him and His
disciples. The Bible treats worship asan
imperative of the Christian life.

There can be no adequate religious
expression apart from worship, for
worship is a part of that expression.
Worship establishes and maintains
spiritual contact with God. A motor
without contact with electrical power is

helpless. Likewise, we are helpless apart
from the heavenly sources of spiritual
power. lillbrship creates right attitudes
of mind. Worship confronts us with an
almighty God who humbles the heart
and mellows the nature in a harmonious
balance. The mind then reflects right
attitudes and is able to properly
evaluate the things of life. Many people
miss the joys of worshipping God
because the¡r attitudes are not proper.

Worship satisfies the great need of
the soul. Worship helps us to find God.
It is an outlet for the joy of
thankfulness and salvation. lt opens the
gates to hopes and aspirations. Worship
increases our faith as well as our love
and respect for sacred things. lrreverent
attitudes vanish when the soul is bowed

ABOUT THE WRITER: Mr. Fry has been
associated with the denomination's Church
Training Servíce Department sinæ August,
1971 and has ærved as General Director since
the fall of 1972. He holds earned degrees
from Tennessee's Austin Peay State
Unieers¡ty; Baptist Bible Seminary; Univercity
of Arizona and an honorary doctorate from
Clarksville School of Theology, Clarksville,
Tenn. He is a member of Woodbine Free Will
Baptist Church, Nashville, Tenn.

before God. Worship brings new courage
and hope and strength for the tasks and
the problems of the Christian life.

THE PLACE OF WORSHIP
True worship starts with God and

not with man. We worship God because
of who He is and what He has done.

Worship can take place almost
anywhere: in the church, in the home,
in the car. Rather than deal with
Sunday worship or private worship per
se, this article seeks to stress the place

of worship as being the heart. Psalm

24:3, 4, reads, "Who shall ascend into
the hill of the Lord? or who shall stand
in his holy place? He that hath clean
hands, and a pure heart; who hath not
lifted up his soul unto vanity, nor sì¡ìrorn

deceitfully." Worship is a matter of
att¡tude and act rather than brick and

mortar: True worship begins in the
heart, but it seeks expression in life. Our
reasons for acting as we do are but
expressions of our attitude toward God.
Without this spirit of worship, all forms
of worship become sheer mockery and

are highly offensive of God.
Worship, public or private, cannot be

church or personality-centered; ¡t must
be Christ-centered. We must worship
Him with our whole being. We should
make worship an active word in our
span of life. As the Christian srrenders
his ambitions and desires to God, he will
realize his heart has become the true
source of worship. The key to
meaningful worship is the heart. The
responsibility of worship belongs to
each individual. Worship of God is

individual and spiritual. The essential
quality is a communion of the spirits of
God and man. lf we are to have a
meaningful worship experience, we
must be alert, expectant and receptive.

WHAT IS WORSHIP?
Worship is not merely something we

do on Sunday. lt is a way of living, a

way of looking at life and of acting in
life. lt is our offering of self to God who
has offered Himself for us. Worship, if
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we are not careful, can become
ritualistic - just a formality; and we are
satisfied that we have "fulfilled our
obligation" because we are in the right
place at the right time, going through
the proper motions. Worship rather is

our love and respect for God and His
Son, welling up from within and
overflowing in heartfelt praise and
adoration.

The chief ingredient of worship is
grat¡tude. lngratitude toward God
indicates inability to understand God's
ways. lngratih¡de is the vice of the mean
and shriveled nrind. Jesus came to make
worshippers out of rebels. ". . . the
Father seeketh zuch to worship
him . . ." (John 4:231. lsn't that
a maz ing? We who were once
self-centered have to be completely
changed so that we can drift our
attention outside of ourselves and
become able to worship Him; and it
isn't easy!

The word "worship" is a contraction
of an old Saxon noun, "worthship,"
wh ich was assigned to one in
recognition of his good qualities or his
worth. Thus the t¡tle "Your worship"
was given to English majors and is still
used today. To worship, then, is to
recognize the worth of the one who is

worshipped. Christian worship is a

recognition of the awesome worth of
God.

Worship is the highest and noblest
act that any person can perform. When
we worship God, God is mtisfíed!
Worship has top priority. Everything
must be secondary to this all-important
aspect of our spiritual lives.

When Je$s came to earth, He
announced, "But the hour cometh, and
now is, when the true worshipper shall
worship the Father in spirit and in
truth: for the Father seeketh zuch to
worship him. God ris a Spirit: and they
that worship him must worship him in
spirit and in truth" (John 4:23,241.
Worship is not something we do if we
like, but rather the Scriptures give two
imperatives: "shall" and "must." There
are few "mL¡sts" in the Bible, but
worship is one of theml

HOW TO WORSHIP
Worship is getting to God. Worship is

for God. Worship is to God. But how?
Jesus said, ". . . in spirit and in truth."
How does one worship in spirit?

We must have the help of the Holy
Sp¡r¡t if we are going to worship and

worship properly. Jezus is not talking
about the externals of buildings or
tx,¡lletins, but rather of the internal. The
number one ingredient of worship is

internal: we must know Christ, for no
man calls Jesus "Lord," but by the Holy
Spirit (1 Corinthians 12:3). We must
have the assistance of the Holy Spirit if
we are going to worship! Our worship
must be by the Holy Spirit.

Look at the first Gentiles ever to
come to know Jesus Christ. They didn't
know the Scriptures and knew very
little about spiritual things, but they
knew enough to get to Jesus. "Now
when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of
Judaea in the days of Herod the king,
behold, there came wise men from the
east to Jerusalem, Saying, Where is he
that ¡s born King of the Jews? for we
have seen his star in the east, and are
come to worship him" (Matthew 2:1,21 .

(They sought Him and they found Him;
and when they found Him, they
worshipped Him.l "And when they
were come into the house, they saw the
young child with Mary his mother, and
fell down, and worshipped him: and
when they had opened the¡r treasures,
they presented unto him gifts; gold, and
frankincense, and myrrh" (Matthew
2:11). They fell down! What humility,
what an att¡tude! They fell down and
worshipped Him, and then they gave

Him gifts. When we learn to worship
God in spirit, we will not desire to be on
the receiving end of things but rather on
the giving.

Jesus said twice that we are also to
worship in "truth." This meanswe have
to involve our minds in worship. God is
a rational being. He calls on us to come
to Him with minds as well as hearts. "l
beseech you therefore, brethren, by'the
mercies of God that ye present your
bodies [your faculties] . . . unto God,
which is your reasonable sen¡ice"
(Romans 12:1).

Giving our attention to God requires
all the concentration we can muster. To
give our whole mind and heart to Him is
not easy. When prayer is offered, let us
be with God whether in private or
public worship.

A note of caution would be well at
this point: we do not want to be
worship-centered, but God-centered! We
want to worship God, to be with Him.
The words "in spirit and truth" mean
"in the atmosphere of Spirit".- of the
Holy Spirit; and in the atmosphere of
truth - the truth of Christ.

OUTCOME OF WORSHIP
Worship is elevating. lt ¡s heal¡ng, ¡t

is comforting. lt is enriching. lt is

Christ-honoring. lt is a sign of matur¡ty
to worship God.

God can be fully known only
through worship. To know God is to
know His will. There is no greater ioy or
satisfaction than to be in the center of
God's will and to know it!

When we worship and do so

consistently, we are able to keep our
lives properly balanced, to keep our
minds from being frightened and
threatened by the trivial and even the
Satanic, and to give our attentíon to the
all-important tasks at hand. How we all
need, in a crazy, mixed-up world, to
maintain the proper perspective!

ln the 73rd Psalm we find a perfect
picture of what is so often wrong with
us, and we see there also the solution.
The Psalmist was troubled about the
seeming prosperity of the wicked: how
the "bad guys" seemed to get on well
while the "good guys" struggled and
suffered. Things seem to be upside
down in his life; and in verse 16 he says,

"ì/l/hen I thought to know this, it was
too painful for me; Until I went into the
sanctuary of God; ffien understood I

their end." When he worshipped, the
answer came.

What a blessing for people today, if
only they would reach out for it. "For
since the beginning of the world men
have not heard, nor preceived by ear,
neither hath the eye seen, O God, beside
thee, what he hath prepared for him
that waiteth for him" (lsaiah 64:4).

An American explorer led his native
porters on an expedition through
Africa. The American, anxious to cover
as much territory as possible in the
shortest period of time, pushed his
porters day and night, seven days a

week.
Finally, after one brief rest period,

the explorer called for the men to
prepare to move on. But they ignored
his call. After demanding immediate
departure, the American was informed
that the porters would not travel that
day. "l/l/e need time for our souls to
catch up with our bodies," they
explained. We all need that! That is one
purpose of worship.

Worship is challenging. lt is growth. I

challenge you to learn, along with me,
to worship and to worship properly. À
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A PASTOR'S WIFE SHARES HER INSIGHTS
AS TO WHY WE SHOULD

,,COME BEFORE HIS

WITH SII{GII{G"
By Margaret Dixon

The Bible provides the classical
illustration of the need for music in the
worshíp serv¡ce.

One cannot help but be moved by
the need of music as set forth in both
the Testaments. ln the Old Testament,
we find the Levites were selected to
dedicate their time and energy to
performing the music in the temple; and
when the House of the Lord was
finished, it included the special school
for 288 music students in 24 grades or
classes "under the hands of their
fathers."

The apostle Paul in his letter to the
Corinthians, as is recorded in the New
Testament Scriptures, gives us a rich
passage in which he admonishes New
Testament Christians to make the right
use of music. He states, "l will sing with
the spirit and I will with the

PRESEAICE

understanding also." The Scriptures, as

is seen here, demand an order of
worship which is condusive to joy and
happiness brought about by the power
of God.

Christian music must also be based
on what the Blble says about God and
man. Church music separated from this
fact may become as "sounding brass" or
a "tinkling cymbal."

Man as a spokesman reaches many
fulfillments when he sings the words of
"God's Word." The Scriptures in
Colossians 3:16 read , "Let the word of
Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom;
teaching and admonishing one another
in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs,
singing with grace in your hearts to the
Lord."

We are to think of the music, the
Scripture reading, the giving of tithes,
and the message as one church service,
rather than thinking of them as the
"song service," the "offerings" and the
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"message." Knowing this we may begin
the very first hymn of the service as a

call to worship with all aspects of the
service working to win souls and edify
Christians.

Man's creative urge is strong, looking
for outlets'in many areas. lt is a basic
quality that we possess. lt must be
considered necessary that we express
ourselves within Christian l¡mits. J. F.
Green wrote that "Every church
musician should always seek to honor
Christ when he performs. The church
musician should be concerned for
adequacy in musicianship; for the
church as a congregation of people with
human likes and dislikes is assembled,
ready to be led as the services move
forward. We must seek to lead people
with strong Biblical music.

At times when suitable musicians are
not available, churches seem at a lost as

to what should be done. We must pray
and work toward having dedicated born
again people with a vision to direct the
congregation in prof itable worship
services where music must play such a
vital part. Proper church music can
make a difference in the life of a

church. lt is worth working for and
praying about.

It is important to plan church music.
Planning takes time and energy but is
very necessary to having a good music
program. We must keep in mind that the
area of church music decision making is
a matter of opinion and the opinions
must be based upon the Word of God.
Decisions must be make after much

ABOUî THE WRITER: Mrs. Dixon currently
d¡rects the choir of the First Free Wll Baptist
Church, Norman, Oklahoma, where her
husband, O. T. Dixon, is pastor.
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prayer. No matter what some people
may like or not like, church music must
honor Christ and His Word. We need to
respect other people and their feelings;
at the same time we need to see that
church music involves more than
personal preferences and personalities.

The minister in his role as pastor of
the flock is the leader in worship. This
man whom God called must be a

co-ordinator in many phases of the
pastorate. Since he is the leader, he has
the basic responsibility of co-ordinating
the program so that the various parts of
public worship will be inspiring and soul
satisfying. lt is importantfor the minister
of music or director of music to share
in the responsibility of co-ordinating
various parts of the worship service. lt is

very important that the pastor and the
musicians have a good understanding.

An unplanned meeting without any
direction is usually ineffective. There
are many ways to plan a service, but the
prerequisite is prayer. Asking the
leadership of the Holy Spirit to guide
that God's will may be done will assure

a f ruitful service.
No choir or other special music can

make a good contribution to the
worship service without regularly
scheduled rehearsals and consistent
attendance on the part of the choir
members. Each time a choir meets for
rehearsal it should contribute to each

members' spiritual and musical
preparation. The more conf idence a

person has in his work and his talent,
the better he is able to let the spirit of
the living God prevail in the services.
Spiritual preparation is essential for the
leader if he is to lead others in worship.
Leading the members of the choir to
have devotions after gathering in the
practice or assembling room on Sunday
is very important. lt is very important
that the hearts and minds of the choir
be prepared to .lead in the worship of
Christ.

Someone has said that never in the
history of the world has music held such
an important place as it does today.
Music does flood the air waves today.
We watch and listen when artists appear
on television. ln almost every home
some kind of record player can be

found. Music stores flourish. Churches,
however. have been rather slow in

realizing the great importance that
music has in the lives of Christians.
Work and pray hard for the beautiful
ministry of music for Christ's sake. a

\^/hat's your
problelTr?

By R. Eugene Waddell

QUESTION: What does the ANSWER: You are probably referring to
verse about women not Deuteronomy Chapter 22, verse 5: "The
vnaring men's clothing mean woman shall not wear that which pertaineth
in theæ modern times? unto a man, neither shall a man put on a

woman's garment; for all that do so are

abomination unto the Lord thy God." This law
points up the God-ordained distinction between
the two sexes. From the beginning, God
emphasized the difference, "male and female
created he them."

lnterpretations vary. On one side are those
who feel that this law is a moral law literally
binding on us today. Such an interpretat¡on
holds that a woman is condemned for wearing
her husband's sock, or a man is condemned for
putting on his wife's hat to entertain the kids.
On the other extreme (and this is much closer
to modern thinking), we see people who make
no distinction between the dress of men and

women.
Several years ago, I read an article in a

secular magazine predicting that the age of
unisex would arrive and that women and men

would dress identically. They would wear their
hair the same length or possibly both would
shave their heads. When I first read this, I

thought it was very farfetched; but I don't now.
These days you have to take not only a second

but a third or fourth look to determine which is

a she and which is a he.

While on visitation one Sunday afternoon, a

child with beautiful long curls came up while I

talked to the father. "ls that your daughter?" I

asked. "No, he's my son," he replied.
I believe if we apply the underlying principle

of this passage, it will rule out a lot of women's
fashions which are so def initely masculine
looking. I also believe that it will rule out men's
fashions which are effeminate. I fear that the
closing of the gap between the sexes is a satanic

device to pervert the divine plan for humanity.

Readers møy address their questioræ to Mr. Waddell at P.O. Box 1088,
Nashville, Tennessee 37202. Please limit each question to one specifrc topic.
There will be no personal correspondence rcgarding those guestions which øre
not used in the magazine. The column will not necessarþ be considered the
official uoice of the denomination relative to the problems inuolued'
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WHY DO TRENDS DEVELOP?
Trends in worship and in other areas

of Christian ministry develop because of
three reasons: (1) a lack of
meaningfulness in present forms. We are

What elements composed the services
of the early believers? Acts 2:42
summarizes four elements: (1) teaching

- the apostle's doctrine, (2) fellowship,
(3) communion - breaking of bread,
and (4) prayer worship. Their
meetings were centered around these
four elements. The book of Acts records
instances when the early believers
worshipped, and the Epistles provide us
with principles of worship; but there is
much Scriptural evidence to show that
the early believers did not consider

all creatures of habit. When we follow
the same prescribed form of worship
week after week, year after year, it,
many times, becomes meaningless, thus
creating a frustration with going
through the same routines. New forms
of worship are sought in an effort to
provide meaningfu lness.

Trends also develop in order to (2)
help carry out (implement) Biblical
functions - specifically, worship. Many
Christians are rediscovering for
themselves the simplicity of worship as
taught in Scripture and are seeing the
inconsistency of some old, traditional
forms of worship. Many of these
believers realize that some of these
forms do not actually help people
worship but actually hinder true,
Biblical worship. Thus, new forms of
worship are sought out in order to help
carry out this Biblical function of
worship.

Trends also develop because (3) God
has given gifted, creative individuals to
His Church in order to create and
develop new ways and forms of
worship. This gifted believer may be
very satisfied with present forms of
worship, but he continues to create,
develop, and design new forms of
worship. Why? Because God has gifted
him. This is his way of exercising and
ministering his gift. Should he be
squelched? Shunted to the side?
Politically snubbed? Never! We may not
agree with all his contributions, but his
contributions serve as grist for the Body
of Christ to consider and evaluate.

certa¡n forms and patterns and
structures of worship to be absolute. We
are told to worship, but we are not told
specifically HOW to worship. The Holy
Spirit has left us to be free and creative
in devising contemporary approaches to
worship, teaching, evangelism. We have
allowed, as Gene Getz states,
nonabsolutes to become absolute, and
thus are locked into patterns and forms
of worship that are no longer relevant
and adequate to help us mínister to the
people in our contemporary culture.
(Sharpening the Focus of the Church, p.
209.)

HOW CAN TRENDS BE
EVALUATED?

Trends are not necesarily all good
nor all bad. Some criteria is needed to
judge the value and usefulness of
present trends? What are these criteria?
(1) Does the new form help carry out
the Biblical function of worship? ln
other words, does the new form direct
my attention vert¡cally toward God in
praise of His greatness? lf ¡t does not
help me to pra¡se God or express some
attribute of Him, then is it a poor form
and actually hinder Biblical worship?
(2) ls the new form meaningful? Form
can hinder function if the form is no
longer meaningful. Does the new form
open new avenues of refreshing,
meaningful praise and adoration to
God? (3) Does the new form violate any
Biblical principle? An avant gard church
in California sometimes has a man and
woman disrobe in the service as an

Contemporary Trends tn
PART ¡

By Dwight Riggs

There is an exciting mood within the
Body of Christ. lt's a "Let's do it
differently" mood. This mood spawned
in the early '60's has continued to
grow - penetrating churches in all
denominations. This mood of "Let'sdo
it differently" is an ever-increasing
trend.

WHAT IS A TREND?
A trend is a tendency, drift, or

increased emphasis toward something
new or a return to something old.
Present trends in worship combine both
qualities - the new and the old. lt is a
creative search and experimentation of
new forms to recapture the old Biblical
concept of worship.

ABOUT THE WBITEB: Mr. Riggs, a Free Witt
Bapt¡st minister, is currently affiliated with
Fellowship Chapel in Nashville, Tennessee. He
received his higher education at Frce Wilt
Bapt¡st B¡ble College, Cotumbia Bible Cottege,
gob Jones University, and Middle Tennessee
state un¡versity.



offering of their bodies in praise to God.
Obviously this form violates a Biblical
principle of morality. (4) Does the new
form edify other believers? This
principle is repeatedly stated in I Cor.
14. When a believer sees another
believer give praise to God in some way,
he should receive edification from his
expression. (5) Does the new form allow
for a mutual ministry of all believers or
only of the clergy? The services in
Corinth were open and free for each
believer to praise and worship God and

Irybrshtp
minister his gift to the body. This is
clearly demonstrated in I Cor. 14:26
where some contributed a chant or read
a Psalm; some gave a teaching; some
gave an exhortation; some stated
existing or new knowledge; some gave a
tongue, some an interpretation. lt was
not a clergy-dominated service where
the professional clergy "led out in
worship." All were free to contribute
his or her gift.

Traditional concepts of worship
allow only for the professional clergy,
trained musicians and other selected
individuals to participate in worship.
Don Allen in his book Barefoot in the
Ch urch well states: "Despite the
centuries old Protestant proclamation
that worship belongs to the people, the
man in the pew reacts traumatically to
being asked to move from observer to
full participant." Many new forms of
worship help the believer in the pew to
make the transition from uninvolved
observer to active participant in
ministering his praise to God. Don
Parkinson, a pastor-leader in Kansas
City relates: "We have had to struggle
with what worship is, and many people
have been involved in leading and
designing experiences that can become
worship. Few of us are satisfied that we
have found the best way to worship, but
the struggle in itself is of value and
people have moved beyond being
spectators in worship," (The Base

Church, Charles M. Olsen, p. 95.)

(Next Month: Specific Trends Noæd)
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COMMENT

A STEP FORWARD
The August ìaaue of CONTACT

marþed, a step forward for Free
Wíll Baptista aa it dealt wíth the
controueraial problem of
preiudbe. I eepecially appreciated
tle commenh of Mr. Wílson and
Mr. Coffey æ well aB your ouq
Mr. Wo¡hman. And I agee whole
heartedly with Mn DuVaIl's
posìtíon that îree Wíll Baptísts
should act now to ouertly seeh
fellowahip wíth Blacþ Free Will
Baptisß here ín America.

It's too bad, however, that
mone of the bor,ìc íssues of
prejudíce could not be
discussed.. .. I, for one, hope
that we do not tahe them too
slowly- flle øre ølready behínd ìn
out movement towud complete
Christían brotherhood h spirìt
andìndeed....

Mrg Bonníe'Shellnut
Hozel Parh, Michígøn

TOO GOOD TO MtSSt
Please sign me up for

CONTACT. It ía too good to be
missed! The article on the second
man by Douglæ Randlett (March
iæue) was exceptiotwlly rich to
me. Thk has become such a new,
yet uitcl fretd of service for many
of my fellow graduatea ftom Bible
College. It's very rewardùry and
quite ø learníng erperience.

Meluín Clarh
Youth/C.E. Dûector

Lawnwood FV|B Church' Tl¿lsø, Ohlahoma

ARTICLES UP TO DATE
We really enioy CONTACT. It

is good to hear reports . . . of how
well our churches are døing. fiÌe
espeeially enjoy the uery up to
date artícles which aîe quite
thought prouoking,

Mra Sue MaeGíIl
Richmond, Calìþrnia

NO BLANKET
CONDEMNATION

I uant to thanþ you for the
oubtandìng job you are doing as
edítor of CONTACT. The
magazíne is attractiue and
ínformatiue. I belieue ít ís doing
what it is supposed to do -heepíng us informed of euents ín
ou¡ d,enomìnation os well øs giuing
us other reading materíal that ís
ualuøble-

Houeuer, it would be
misleading to søy that I øgree wíth
euerything' that is printed. An
erample of this ís øn øticle
written in the June ìssue entìtled
"A¡e Denominatíons Scripturøl? "
From the way the artícle was
written, ít appears ø better title
would, haue been "Ðenominations
Veraua Independents."

A blanhet condemnøtìon of all
índependent churches is
dangerous. Euen though some of
the independ,ent chu¡ches do fit
the writer's descriptíon, . all do
not. There are Bibl.e-believíng
fundømental churches that had to
go independ,ent because they had
no where else to turn. Vle cannot
asþ them to ioin Free itrrítt Boptist
because they are not Free Vtill
Baptist in doctrine. If there are
Flee V¡ill Baptist churches going
índependent or ind,ividuøl famílies
going from Free Will Baptist
churches to independent
churches, then let's asþ ourselues
uhy. It mq! be that Free V|ill
Baptíste ate failíng to meet
partícular needs. Let me state that
I am aware thet some churches
ønd índivíduals uill be lost to the
ìndepend.ent movement becøuse
of pressure ftom the outside. But
let's not place all the blame on
them; let's tahe a long hard looh
at ou¡selves.

The independent mouement ìs
widely speøding (yet not truly
ind.ependent). Thereforc, ùßteod
of condemning them, let's asþ
God to help us get active for Him.
As ø result, we too wíll be on the
maue.

I thank the Lord for our
denominatíon, It is my pntyer
that we wíll not follow the errors
of other denominations. Let's
unite our hearts ønd minds in the
se¡uice of the Lord.

- Robert P. Cooper, pastor
First FWB Church

. Charleston Heights, S.C.
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M I S.SOU R I'S PR OMOTIONAL
SECRETARY RESIGNS OFFICE
FLAT RIVER, MO. - After 12 years as

Missouri State Promotional Secretary,
the Reverend Harry Beatty resigned that
post during the Missouri State
Association August 20-22. On the
recommendation of the officers of the
association, this resignation will not
become effective until June 30, 1975.

Host'ing an overflow crowd of
approximately 650 persons, the First
Free Will Baptist Church here utilized
closed circuit television in the basement
to accommodate more than 150 people.
As a result of the crowded conditions,
the body passed a resolution that in the
future the state association be hosted on
the district level instead of by a local
church and that an air conditioned
auditorium with a seating capacity of at
least 500 be secured for the night
services. Since not more than a half
dozen churches in the state associat¡on
have seating capacities of 500, it will
necessitate the use of civic auditoriums
in most cases.

The body voted to change the
meeting dates for their annual conclave,
effective with the 1976 session, to begin
the Tueday after the first Sunday in
June. The 1975 session will convene on
the same formula as in the past, August
18-21, at the First Free Will Baptist
Church of Thayer.

The group adopted a $90,000 State
Cooperative budget for 1974-75. This
reflects a $5,000 increase over last
year's rece i pts. T he percêntage
breakdown of the cooperative funds
remained the same as last year.

Officers elected for the enzuing year
are James McAllister, moderator; Bill
Evans, assistant moderator; A. B.
Brown, clerk; and Ken Doggett,
assistant clerk.

FREE WILL BAPTIST

newsfront

538 STUDENTS ENROLL AT FWBBC FOR 1974-75 SESSION

SOUTH CAROLINA CONGREGATION ERECTS
NEW PLANT DESP¡TE HINDRANCES OF NATURE

COLUMBIA, S.C. - On July 9, 1973,
progress on the construction of the new

building for the Golumbia Original Free

Will Baptist Church here had reached

the point that walls, roof and shingles

were in place. However, a strong
windstorm bit the area that day and
completely leveled the partially
constructed building. The slructure was
insured and thus the congregation was

able to begin rebuilding.
Today, a plant affording 6

educational classrooms and an
auditorium which can accommodate

300 people give witness to the
faithfulness of Pastor Carroll Alexander
and his congregation. The new building
is appraised at $126,000. lt is located at
1230 South Kilbourne Road.
Dedicatory services were held May 26,
1974 with General Director Bob
Shockey of the National Home Missions
Department participating in the special
service,

Brother Alexander has served the
church 12 of the 13 years since
organization in March, 1961. The fact
that the church now has 6 sons in the
active ministry or in preparation attests
that the church has experienced a good
ministry. However, numerical growth
has been difficult to attain due to the
transient nature of the area. Pastor
Alexander stated that much of the
church's ministry has been with the
military of nearby Fort Jackson. This
attributes to the annual average
turnover oÍ 25 to 30% among the
congregation. The church's present
membership is 88.

The. future plans for the church
include an educational building with
recreational facilities, possibly a

gymnasium.

t
t-
oo
Fo
t-zoo
6

NASHVILLE, TENN. - The 35th year
at Free Will Baptist Bible College
convened August 26, 1974 with a total
of 538 students enrolled for both day
and night classes. According to Dr.
Robert Picirilli, registrar, of this
number, there are 194 new and 344
returning students. One hundred and
sixty-five of these students are married
and 370 are single. No doubt inflation
took its toll, for these stat¡stics reveal a

4 percent drop over last year's

enrollment of 560 students.
There are several additions to the

faculty and staff for the new academic
year. Dr. Charles Hampton will be
teaching in the area of science; Verleen
Baerg, music; Alice Cribb, physical
education; and Regina lvens, Spanish.
Peter Wilson is the new Dean of Men
and is teaching a Bible course. Hazel
Taylor is serving as woman's supervisor
in the Cook building. Marilyn Pritchard
is the new switchboard operator.



BEAT INFLATION
ThisGhristmas!

Give CONTACT
(OFFICIAL PUBLICAT¡ON OF THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF FREE WILL BAPTISTS}

12 ISSUES FOR-ONDr $ 3.OO
AÍter December 31,1974 - $4.00

CONTACT's staff wishes the increase were not necessary.
Each month we try to be good stewards by keeping
expenditures at a minimum. Like so many of today's items,
howwer, production costs have increased.

Yet, we feel our readers want a qualiry magazine, and this
cannot be unless srbscriptions exceed production costs.
That's why the national body authorized the increase at its
annual meeting in July.

We do feel an obligation to allow our readers to take
advantage of the prevailing zubscription rate this Christmas
season. Won't you do so today? Your relatives and friends
will enjoy a Christmas remembrance that comes all year long.
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FOREIGN STUDENTS AMONG HILLSDALE'S FALL ENROLLMENT
Last year the college awarded the

first B.A. degrees to be earned at the
institution. This year the senior class has

9 members, an increase of 3. The largest
class is the freshmen with a delegation
of 71. There are 59 ministerial students.

Construction was recently completed
on a new president's home and a faculty
duplex. Both are located on the 36-acre
campus, 2 miles south of Moore on
I nterstate 35.

MICHIGAN
Fred Hawkins to F¡rst Church, Hazel

Park from First Church, Amory,
Mississippi

MtsstsstPPr
Herman McFadden to Pearce Chapel

Church, Smithville from First Church,
Pontiac, Michigan

Jack Jones to Jones Chapel,
Burnsville from Antioch Church,
Burnsville

Donald Johnson to Antioch Church,
Burnsville

Herman Pannell to First Church,
Richton

Bobby Martin to County Line
Church, Richton

Danny Short to Little Brown
Church, Booneville

MtssouRt
Kent Tallent to Hazel Creek Church,

Kirksville
Dale Sm¡th to F¡rst Church, Monett

from faculty of Hillsdale Free Will
Baptist College, Moore, Oklahoma

N. R. Sm¡th to First Church. Joplin
from admin¡strat¡ve staff , National
Sunday School Department, Nashville,
Tennessee.

NORTH CAROLINA
Jack Gox to Mt. Calvary Church,

Hookerton from Cannah Chapel
Church, Erwin, Tenn.

Norman Adams to lmmanuel
Church, Durham from Fellowship
Church, Durham, where he served as

Associate Pastor

OKLAHOMA
Ernest Harrison, Jr. to Bethany

Church, Broken Arrow from
Fairmount Park Church, Norfolk,
Virginia, where he served as assistant
pastor.

Don Bryan to Collinsv¡lle Church,
Collinsville from Stonewall Church,
Stonewall

Ed Jenkins to Okmulgee Church,
Okmulçe from Carmel Church, Tulsa

MOORE, OKLA. Students from
Africa, lndia, Puerto Rico and Japan
were among the 157 students who
enrolled for the fall semester at H illsdale
Free Will Baptist College according to
Jerry Rhoades. Director of Public
Relations.

The geographical origin of the new
student body is Oklahoma 98; Texas 20;
Missouri 13; Arkansas 8; Tennessee 7;
Kansas 2; Atrica, lndia, Puerto Rico 1

each; and Japan 2,

CHURCH PERSONNEL CHANGES

These chançs ¡n Free W¡ll Bapt¡st
pasloral and other church personnel
are provided by CONTACT Magazine
as a serv¡ce to ¡ts readers. No personnel
will be listed as having left a place of
service until he is called officially to
serve with another congregation.

PASTORATES

ALABAMA
Ray Ritch to Gum Springs Church,

Winfield from Maple Grove Ghurch,
Madison

CALIFORNIA
Burnett Lunsford to Porterv¡lle

Church, Porterville
Robert (Bob) Pierce to Chowchilla

Church, Chowchilla
David R. Morris to Airport Church,

Anderson

FLORIDA
Reedy Sawrance to Wesconnett

Church, Jacksonville from lmmanuel
Church, Jacksonville

GEORGIA
Robert H. Clyãtt to Macedonia

Church. Colqu¡tt from First Church.
Emporia, Kansas

ILLINOIS,
Jim Nason to First Church, Mt.

Vernon from Trinity Church, La
Granç, North Carolina

Don Umf leet to Arnold View
Church, Creal Springs from Salem
Church, Salem, Missouri

LeW Corey to Decatur Church,
Decatur from Trinity Church,
Nashville, Tenn.

KANSAS
l-arry Messer to First Church,

Ulysses
Jim Summerson' to Free W¡ll

Baptist Mission, Emporia from Decatur
Church. Decatur, lll.

ONE DAY BIBLE CONFERENCE
SET FOR NORFOLK AREA
NORFOLK, VA. - The third annual
one day Bible Conference is scheduled
for October 22 at Fairmount Park Free
Will Baptist Church, 3232 Brest Avenue.
The event, which attracted over 500
people from several states last year, will
feature Evangelist Bobby Jackson,
Greenville, North Carolina; host pastor,
Dale Burden; and North Carolina
pastors Lonnie Graves. Durham; and
Randy Cox, Raleigh.

The first preaching service will begin
at 9:00 a.m.

OKLAHOMA (cont.)
Gene Bishop to Highland Park

Church, Stillwater from Plainview
Church, Plainview, Ark.

Jim Goins to First Church. Cushing
from Coweta Church. Coweta

David McDougal to Stuart Church,
Stuart

Shelby Greason to Mustang Church.
Mustang

TENNESSEE
Tim McDonald to Oak Grove

Church, Charlotte
Carson Whiteaker to First Church,

Sparta from Pleasant Ridge Church.
MeEwen

Odell Harris to Heads Church.
Cedar Hill from Pearcc Chapel Church.
Smithville, Miss.

Johnny P¡ke to Shady Grove
Church, Clarksville

Talmadge Brown to Cannah Chapel
Church, Erwin from Keenburg Church,
Elizabethton

TEXAS
Steve Klusmeyer to Grac€ Church,

White Settlement

WEST VIRGINIA
Thomas Street to Parsley Bottom

Church, Lenore from Oak Grove
Church, Charlotte, Tenn.

OTHER PERSONNEL

GEORGIA
Damon Dodd to Chr¡st¡an Supply

Store. Moultrie as Manager and
assistant to Executive Secretary from
pastorship of Homerville Church,
Homerville

NORTH CAROLINA
Doug Henderson to F¡rst Church,

Raleigh as Director of Music and
Christian Education from Bethel
Church, K¡nston where he held l¡ke
pos¡t¡on.

Rashie Kennedy, Sr. to Faith
Churôh, Goldsboro as ass¡stant pastor
from Children's Home, Greenev¡lle,
Tennessee



Now Thatthe National
By Mal King

That ours is "a government of laws
and not of men" was amply manifested
when President Richard Nixon resigned,
and President Gerald Ford was sworn in.
This transition after two years of
Watergate was made without disruption
to the lives of our citizens. For too long,
"let everyone do his own thing" has

been the rallying cry of a generation.
Now that this philosophy of "rights
without responsibility" has impacted
our government and created the
national nightmare of which President
Ford spoke, perhaps our generation will
think more objectively about the
consequences of such an att¡tude. To
underscore the sense of responsibility
we should feel, I would like to share
with you one of my favorite stories. A
young boy begged his mother for a

small globe of the world. Finally, she

consented to buy the globe. The little
boy played with the globe all day,
located the state he lived in on it, and
went to bed with it. Later, the mother
went in, took the globe out of the
sleeping boy's hands, and tiptoed out of
the room. As she reached the door, the
boy awoke and asked, "Mother, where
are you going with my world?" We need

to ask ourselves the same question.
Where are we going with our children's
and grandchildren's world? Where are
we going with the church of the living
God?

Aristotle observed that man is

spiritual, mental, and physical. A
balanced man seeks the proper
relationship among the spiritual,
physical, and mental elements of his
life. A balanced" government does not
exist and cannot satisfactorily serve the
interest of its citizens unless those who
govern live such balanced lives.
Moreover, government must have as its

ABOUT THE WRITER: Mr. King is executive
director of Regional Criminal Justice Planning
Board of Ventura Counry, California. He
axumed the post in June, l9T2,aftergaining
high respect as the distriqt attorney's ch¡ef
investigator. He is a member of the Santa
Paula Free Wll Baptist Church where he
serues as chairman of the church's board of
trustees and teaches Sunday school,
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Nightmare
Is Over

cornerstone "truth" and not rely on the
word "inoperative" when caught in a

lie. Truth lies at the heart of the social
contract. lndeed some would even say

that it is the pivotal ingredient of
civilization. Think how difficult and
impossible life would be if you could
never rely on what others say.

An example of the problem
occasioned by lack of truth occurred
recently in a business transaction in
which my wife and I were involved. We
ordered new living room furniture and
waited approximately four weeks for
delivery. When it did not arrive, we
called the company and were informed
that the furniture would be delivered
within the next two days. lt was not
and no one called. This process was
repeated until we cancelled the order.
Obviously commerce cannot be carried
on in this fashion nor can the family,
the church, or the government.

Truth is the cement which binds the
elements of society together. "Oh, what
tangled webs we weave when first we
practice to deceive" has as much
currency today as it had when first it
was uttered (perhaps æ a result of
Watergate it has more). Since these lines
were written, we have witnessed the
deif ication of education. lt is

fashionable to say that all (or at least
most) of our problems will be solved as

soon as we have an educated populace.
Yet, former President N ixon and
persons involved in the Watergate and
other scandals were all highly educated
men. Christ observed that the heart of
man must change if his actions are to be
elevated to acceptable levels. I am
reminded of the story of a convict who
told another cellmate, "l am going to
study and improve myself. You'll still
be a common thief, and l'll be an
embezzler."

President Nixon said that whatever

he did during the Watergate matter was
done for the good of the country.
Assume that the country's welfare was
his primary motivation - that he had no
ulterior motive - the point is still made.
Man, whether a president or a hobo,
without God loses perspective and
wanders around in a darkened world
asking, "What is Truth?". lt seems to
me that the power of Satan is

demonstrated when a president can
sincerely believe that he is doing the
right thing when he is not. As
Christians, we are not here to cast either
the first or last stone. We are here to
demonstrate the fullness of the life in
Christ, to make others aware that a

person without Christ is like a ship
without a rudder.

The prestigious National Advisory
Commission on Criminal Justice
Standards and Goals devotes several
pages to integrity and corruption in
government. lt discusses corruption in
these words:

Charges of corruption, some of
which have led to convictions have
been brought against off icials
throughout the Un¡ted States. Since
1969, more than 60 elected or
appointed officials in a large Eastern
State have been indicted or convicted
on Federal or State criminal charges.
ln another, srnaller state, similar
charges have been brought against at
least 24 officials, including a former
governor, two State senators, a State
attorney general, and several other
State and local officers or employees.

Lest the reader view the Commission's
report as a wholesale indictment, as

completely negative, and as saying that
we do not have honesty in government,
the following point was also made by
the Commission:

(Please turn to page 17)
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From a background of over 168 sessions,
five Free Will Baptists share viewpoints of the

National meeting and its people.

LOOKINGTO THEFUTURE
By Larry Hampton

More than likely John Henson,
George W. Cloud, Ralph Staten,
Raymond Riggs, and John L Welch will
not be home in mid-July. They will
probably be at the Natíonal Association
of Free Will Baptists. These long-time
denominational stalwarts together have
attended over 168 sessions.

John Henson has been to the last 23
annual meetings. This West Virginia
preacher believes that Free Will Baptists
now have a greater opportunity for
growth than ever. "Uncle John," as he is
lovingly called, views the statement on
Ministerial Discipline adopted in Wichita
as a step foruvard. He has long been in
favor of a careful screening of all
ministers moving into a district
association.

George W. Cloud is an B3-year-old
Florida layman. The devotion he
presented Thurday morning, July 18,
to the assembled ministers, delegates
and visitors in Century ll Convention
Hall at Wichita demonstrated that th¡s
Florida octagenarian is a concerned and
knowledgeable Christian. Perhaps that is
why he has been to all but 4 of the 38
sessions since the National Association
was organized.

Cloud is bullish on his denomination.
Declaring the need for pure doctrine he
stated, "l'm a fighterl" He openly
opposes compromise in any
f u ndamental doctrinal matter. He
envisions the growth of Free W¡ll
Baptists continuing through the years.
Recognition of the laymen was dow in
coming, but the inclusion of laymen on
national boards is a positive factor that
Cloud believes will contribute to the
denomination's increase.

Ralph Staten is originally from
Arkansas. His memories include all of
the National Associations except 4. He
was pastoring at Pocahontas in 1948.
That was the last year a local church
co m pletely entertained a National
Association. Prior to that timechurches
provided food and lodging for every one
attending the annual meetings.

Staten, who was the National
Association's moderator in 1961-62,
regards the present situation among
Free Will Baptists as "healthy." He
thinks the attendance at National
meetings will cont¡nue to increase
thanks to interstate highway systems.
The Knoxville, Tennessee pastor feels
future laymen will play an ever greater
part in denominational affairs. Their
interest will have been sparked by
participation in the National Youth
Conference.

Staten feels that sectionalism is
almost nonexistent among present day
Free Will Baptists. He cited the
marriages of Free Will Baptist Bible
College students from different areas of
the country as a contributory factor in
th is breakthrough. He foresees a
possible danger in regional schools
unless care is taken to keep down ill
feelings caused by these schools being
unnecessarily pitted against one
another.

Staten believes Free Will Baptists
should promote what they have. He
thinks that serious consideration strould
be given to making Contact a weekly
publication. This would allow the
national constituency to know of
denom inational needs more qu ickly.

Raymond Riggs, "Mr. Free Will
Baptist Missions," has been present at
every National Association except one
since 1942 - 31 in all. He missed that
æssion because of a visit to lndia for the
Foreign Missions Department.
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qye, lef! to right, John Henson, Hurrícane, West Virginía; Ralph Staten,
Knoxuille, TennesÈee; George Cloud, Melbourne, Florida; John Welch,
Nashville, Tennessee; and Raymond Riggs, Royal Oak, Michigan.
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COMMEMORATING ANOTHER SESS/OIV OF THE NATIONAL MEETING



Pursuit of Happiness

By Mrs. Winnie Mclain

satisfaction and joy in that which is

good. lt may be a release from sorrow
or guilt that has been a burden. lt is the

The goal of weryone is to find discovery of a new way of life that
happiness. We all want to be happy, and enriches life.
we all pursue happiness. That is as it Companionship with God brings
should be, for happiness has to be happiness. "To look around is
pursred. On the other hand, some distress¡ng; to look within is depressing;
women try to find happiness in to look to God is a blesing." The first
tranquilizers and pep pills. Others Psalm tells of the happiness felt by one
s¡rround themselves with materialistic whose delight is"in the law of the Lord
things. Many climb to the top of their and whose daily companion is God.
rainbows and reach their pot of gold - Hope brings happiness. Through
popular acclaim, wealth, power, etc., sorrow, trouble and all afflictions, the
but still are unhappy. Why? hope of Christians is that a better life

To be really happy we must get ¡n a/'/a¡ts the faithful. Happiness does not
communion w¡th God and obey Him. rirean that Christians are immune to
Real $¡ccess cannot be achierred sorrow or affliction, but it does mean

anywhere but in the center of God's that Christ is there to help.

will. Mark 8:36 reads, "For what shall it Serving other people brings
profit a man if he gain the whole world happiness' When we help others
and lose his own soul?" happiness comes. Our lives are so

There is a difference in pleazure and interwoven with the lives of others that
happiness. Happiness is an abiding no one can attain true happiness alone.

He is encouraged by the doctrinal purity
of Free Will Baptist churches and
college classrooms.

Rev. John L. Welch sounded a

warning with which his stalwart friends
concurred. lf Free Will Baptists are to
continue prospering, there must be a

denominational loyalty which exceeds
personal interests and ambitions. The
retired Tennessee pastor emphasized
individuals must be willing to invest
their lives in building the Free Will
Baptist denomination as opposed to
seeking greener pastures or greater
pastorates elsewhere.

ABOUT THE WRITER: Mr. Hampton is
on the faculty of Cølifornia Christian
College, Fresno. He is øn alumnus of
Free WilI Baptist Bible College and
Couenant Theological Seminary. A

Riggs too recalls meetings in small
churches. He also remembers much
smaller departmental budgets. He feels
that the denom ination's optim istic
outlook calls for even brighter days
ahead.

Riggs, former Director of Free Will
Baptist Foreign Missions, listed several

hopeful signs. The Mississippi River no
longer divides the denomination. Free
Will Baptists have outstanding preachers
and qualified leaders. The emphasis on
Christian education is healthful. The
strong loyalty to God's Word and the
Free Will Baptist denomination are key
factors affecting the overall program. ln
order to capitalizg on this situation, the
pastor of Central Free Will Baptist
Church in Royal Oak. Michigan, urged
Free Will Baptists to emphasize the
fu ndamentals of the f aith and to

exercise tolerance in the incidentals.
Reverend John L, Welch pastored

Cofer's Chapel Free Will Baptist Church
at the time of the organizational
meet¡ng of the National Association of
Free Will Baptists. He was elected
moderator at that 1935 session in his
Nashville church. Rev. Welch attended
most of the conventions prior to 1950.
Health factors have hindered regular
attendance since then. He has

constantly watched his denomination
since its infancy.

As Welch has watched the annual
meeting grow from the 150 ministers
and delegates at Cofer's Chapel to the
700 voters at Wichita, he has been
amazed by what God has done in and
through Free Will Baptists. Rev. Welch
believes his beloved people will
experience a steady, permanent growth.

WORDS FOR WOMEN

Every Christian woman can find
happiness if she purzues it by lifting
herself out of the deadly rut of
disappointment and despair. There are
too many longfaced Christians who
demonstrate bitterness and hatred
instead of joy and love. Christians
should be happy people. Jesus says,

"Come unto me, all ye that labor and
are heavy laden and I will give you
rest." He also says, "Let not your heart
be troubled."

Life's problems must be faced.
Anxiety should be put in the hands of
God, forgetting self and letting Christ
have complete control. lf you do not
have Jesus in a living reality, in power,
in service, in happiness in the Word and
in prayer, you cannot be blessed by
God. God expects us to pray and read
His Word and face life victoriously. The
Apostle Paul said, "l can do all things
through Christ who strengtheneth me"
(Phil. 4:13). We can all do the same

today. The woman who lets God be the
Erardian of her soul will have peæe and
happiness.

ABAUT THE WRTTER: Beccntty rctited
fram teaching in the public schools, Mrs.
McLain is now a part-time instructor at
@lifornia Christian College. Såe rb a menber
of the Memorial Free Will Bapt¡st Church,
F¡esno, and ærves as mernberatJarç of the
Executive Commiltee of the Woman's
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Thirteen Years of Stewardship Ministry
By Marjorie Workman

A phase down, not a close out seems

to be the future of Executive Church
Bonds according to Director Francis W.

Boyle who recently resigned as full time
director of the comPanY effective
January 1, 1975.

Because of the escalating cost of
¡nterest and construction, it is becoming
more difficult for a church to afford a

new chu rch building. Amid the
uncertainty of present economic
conditions, many churches planning to
build are hesitant to begin a program;

and thus the need for the ministry of
Executive Church Bonds, lnc. has

declined over the past several months.
The office will remain oPen and

personnel will be available to serve those
churches having a need to build in spite
of the rising costs. The ministry will
continue, as ín the past, on a non-profit
basis for the purpose of Providing
churches with materials, printed or
otherwise; of issuing churches their own

serial bonds for building, improvements,
or financing related properties; of
assisting.in successfully carrying out a

bond campaign among church members
and interested associates.

Fee cost for assisting churches will
continue to be minimal. Mr. Boyle, who
has accepted the position of Business

Manager at Hillsdale Free Will Baptist
College at Moore, Oklahoma, states

Executive Church Bonds is not a

commercial company and does not
operate as such. Overhead is extremely
low, a¡rd this savings is passed on to the
church. Through Executive Church
Bonds, a church is able to save

approx imately 38 Percent of a

commercial company's fee. Executive
Church Bonds has the church at heart
and is able to advise and help a church
in areas that a commercial company
(not being Free Will Baptist) would not
be able to. The need to save churches
money is reason enough to keeP the
door of this mínistry open at the

present time on a part time basis, but, if
necessitated by future demands, on a

full time basis.

The history of Executive Church
Bonds has been a rewarding one. Much
of the credit for the success of this
ministry lies with those men back in
1961 who had enough foresight into the
economic conditions of the t¡mes to
bring Executive Church Bonds into
ex istence in order to aid the
denomination's struggling churches that
needed to build to continue growing but
could not obtain financial help. Early
leaders include such men as Bob Hill,
Jake Creech, and Billy Melvin.

Contemporary with these men was
West Coast representative, Francis W.

Boyle. lt was he who in January, 1967,
after several years of increased need for
building programs, became the first full
time director for the company. With
five years of experience conducting
programs and promoting the ministry
on the West Coast, he was a logical
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Conduct
Yourselves
LikeMen

By Dr. Robert Picirilli
First Corinthians 16:13 says "Ouit

you like meî, be strong." I remember
when Mrs. Mary Welch taught us that
verse at Cofer's Chapel. lt was the "O"
verse in her "alphabet" verses.

But I sort of kept wondering what it
meant. After all, men don't quit, and
quitters aren't strong. Therefore, I knew
"quit" wasn't being used the way we
usually use the word. So I did what I

usually do; I looked it up in my handY

Greek New Testament.
I found that our whole clause "Ouit

you like men" is a translation for one

single Greek verb. The word is andrízo
which is a verbalized form of the Greek

noun for "man." ln other words, the
verb means lo be a man, or - as mY

lexicon says - "to behave or show one's
self like a man." ln other words, I

Corinthians 16:13 says, literally: "Be a

man, be strong."
That made me wonder where in the

world the ,King James translators got
"Ouit you like men." So I looked up
"quit" in the dictionary and found out
that back in old England "quiÎ" had

another meaning: to conduct or acquit.
So the translat¡on was pretty good in its
day: "Conduct yourselves like men."
The term is one that has a military ring
to it: a soldier acquits himself well when
he is brave in battle."

And then the whole thing took on
new meaning for me one day when I

was reading in 1 Samuel 4. The lsraelites
and Philistines were in one of their
frequent wars. That day, the Philistines
whipped the lsraelites, who withdrew to
their camp to lick their wounds. Then
they brought the ark of God to the
camp and began rejoicing in prospect of
victory the next day. Some Philistine
spies saw ¡t all and returned to their
own camp, where their news produced
fear.

gems
from the

Greek New Testament

But the Philistine leaders knew it
wouldn't do to face lsrael in fear. So

they aroused their men with these

words: "Be strong, and quit yourselves

like men, O ye Philistines, that Ye be

not servants unto the Hebrews, as they
have been to you: quit yourselves like
men, and fight!" (1 Samuel 4:9). And -
what do you know? - the Philistines
went out and whipped the lsraelites
again!

A man will fight when a battle
between right and wrong goes on. He

will be brave and strong. He will want to
serve. This is what was in Paul's mind
when he said, "Ouit you like men, be

strong." Ours is a spiritual battle, and

we must "be strong in the Lord"
(Ephesians 6:10) . We must, however,
get in the thick of the fray between
good and evil and be courageous and

energetic for the fight, determined not
to bow to the service of sin and Satan.

A



cho¡ce for the position. Under his

lu risd iction, a reserve fund was
established for financial protection in
the advent of an emergency, and the
office system was revamped to become
a self-sustaining agency. During his first
year as full time director, $550,000
worth of bonds were issued in 17

churches. By July 'l , 1974, these figures
had increased to a total of
$13,030,500.00 worth of bonds issued

through 300 programs. These programs
have ranged from less than $15,0O0.00
to $300,000.00. States exceeding the
m illion dollar mark in sales are
Tennessee, $1,856,000.00 with 42
programs; California, $1,749,000.00
with 30 programs; Oklahoma,
$1,444,000.00 with 24 programs; North
Carolina, $1,315,000.00 with 35
programs; Missouri, $1,056,000.00 with
25 programs; and lllinois,
$1,045,000.00 with 13 programs.

The ministry has had a tremendous
af f ect on the denom ination's
appearance. The many neur churches
that have been built across the nation
have given a new look to Free Will
Baptists. Where adequate and attractive
facilities are available there is a natural
growth in attendance and giving. This
has also aided in the promotion of the
various departments of the
denomination simply by providing room
to house, teach, and train Christian
workers,

To aid in the heavy responsibility of
the programs, Mr. Boyle has been
assisted at various times by area helpers:
Claudie Hames, in California; Russell

Spurgeon, in Missouri; James Murray
and Jerry Rhoades, in Oklahoma; and
Henry Van Klyuve and Harold Critcher,
in Tennessee. Mr. Critcher has served as

trustee for the company since its
beginning. Assisting Mr. Boyle in office
responsibilities have been Clara Picirilli
('1967-15721 and Marjorie Workman
(1972-1974i-.

The ministry has much for which to
be proud. To date no individual has ever
lost money because he invested in

church bonds. None of the programs
have failed to be carried to satisfactory
completion. The earning power of the
bonds has been greater than a savings
account or most other types of
investments. The investments have aided
the ministry of local congregations and
kept the money working within the
Free Will Baptist denomination. Bonds
continue to be a sound investment. a
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BABY JESUS
SIX-ACT CHR ISTMAS PROG RAM

by Mae Fry

. Biblical, Evangelistic, Practical, Surprising Climax

. 14 speaking parts (adjustable to larger or smaller groups)

. Characters flexible (boys, girls, men, wemen
or combination)

. Limited Settings . Simple staging and costumes

. Suggested choir music (familiar tunes) and

çecial numbers included

NOTE: There is no royalty charge for the use of this play but suffic¡ent copies
should be ordered for the director, prompter, cast and choir.

Single preview copy - $1.00 / 5 or more copies - 75J each
PIus postage

. Order from:

CHURCH TRAINING SERVICE / P.0. Box 1088 / Nashville, Tenn. 37202
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BAPTISM NOT ESSENTIAL TO SALVATION
F inal Serial

By Leroy Forlines

ln the previous discussion on
baptism, attention was given to Acts
22:16 and I Peter 3:21 . A verse that is

probably used more frequently than
these to support the idea that baptism is

a condition of salvation is Acts 2:38.
Those who support baptism as a

condition of salvation connect "be
baptized" with "for the remission of
sins" and are confident that their case is
supported. One of the most common
answers is to interpret the preposition
"for" as "because of." This would make
the meaning "be baptized because of
the remission of sins." Many accept this
way of dealing with the problem, but I

prefer another approach.
I think the answer is found in a

proper understanding of the wbrds "be
baptized." To ask one to be baptized is

to ask him to accept baptism as a

symbol. This means that the person who
accepts baptism is accepting the truth
symbolized by baptism. To accept
baptism is to accept the death, burial,
and resurrection as the remedy for the
forgiveness of sins.

An engagement ring symbolizes
engagement. lf a confident young man
buys an engagement ring and says to his
lady friend, "Will you accept this ring?,"
she understands that she is promising to

marry the young man if she accepts the
ring, even if he has not uttered the
words, "Will you marry me?." Yet, she
would not conclude that a young lady
cannot become engaged before she
receives a ring.

A young lady can accept a young
man's proposal and receive the ring
later, or she can receive the ring on the
same occasion that she accepts the

CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE

proposal. ln either case, the ring is a

symbol of engagement.
Baptism is a "confession symbol."

The acceptance of baptism is a

confession of one's acceptance of the
death, burial, and resurrection of Christ
as the remedy of sin. lt is a confession
of the fact that we are following Jesus
as Lord and identifying ourselves with
those who are following Him. lt is a

public confirmation of the fact that we
have received Jesus Christ as Lord and
Savior and have made up our minds to
follow Him.

It is possible for a person to receive
Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior and
accept the confession symbol of
baptism at a later time. Or, it is possible
for a person to immediately show his

faith through immediate acceptance of
baptism as the confession symbol. lt
was the latter that Peter was asking the
people to do in Acts 2:38 on the Day of
Pentecost. They were to accept baptism
as a symbol of the death, burial, and
resurrection of Jesus Christ for the
remedy for sin. To accept baptism was a

confession of their faith. This
confession would bring remission of
sins.

Baptism is very important. lt must be
taken seriously both by the church and
by the individual. When a person
receives Christ as Savior, he should have
every intention of following through
with the acceptance of baptism as the
confession symbol. lf a young lady
refuses to wear an engagement ring, a

young man has a right to doubt the
sincerity of her acceptance of his
proposal. Yet, this would not mean that
wearing an engagement ring is a

condition of engagement. To make
wearing an engagement ring a condition
of engagement would mean that a couple
is not engaged until the young lady has
a ring on her finger. We all know that
that is not the case.

Connected with receiving Christ as

Lord and Savior should be the intent to
accept baptism as a confession symbol.
Th is is in keeping with Peter's
interpretation of baptism as "the answer
of a good conscience toward God"
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DAYOF DENOMINATION NOT DEAD!
NASHVI{LE, TENN. Dr.
Elmer Towns, Sunday school
editor of Christían Life m4azine,
thinks that future growth of big
churches is going to center on the
N azarene, Free Will Baptist,
Church of God and Assembly of
God denominations, according to
a recent Evangelical Press news
release. He said nearly all the big
chu rches are Baptist or
Pentecostal and adhere to a strict
Biblical theology.

H is ascertion that growth
might occur in churches affiliated
with a denomination seems to be
a slight rescission of his position,
as set forth in his book Is the Day
of the Denomination Dead?, that
as a whole denominations are

deteriorating.
Among the 100 largest U.S.

Sunday schools, Towns found
that bussing and TV are the two
key denominators that un¡te
them.

Writing in the magazine's 7th
annual Sunday school survey,
Towns said that although virtually
all the "super churches" do have
big bussing programs to pick up
students, there is growing
disenchantment with this method
of Sunday school growth. Buses,
he said, are being seen as "just
another tool" now rather than a
quick panacea to boost sagging
attendance.
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I Peter 3:31). There is some difficulty
concerning the exact meaning of the
Greek word which is translated
"ansrlver." Good support is found for
u nderstanding the word to mean
"pledge." The idea would be that
baptism is a pledge issuing from a good

conscience toward God. The good
conscience comes first. lt is followed by
baptism as a confession symbol. lt is a

confession of one's belief in the death,
burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ
as the remedy for sin and a pledge to
follow Jesus Christ in life. a

NOW THAT THE NATIONAL
N¡GHTMARE IS OVER
(Cont. from page 11)

The Commission recognizes that
most people in public service are
honest and dedicated. Official
corruption, nevertheless, does exist,
and in some jurisdictions has
involved the highest elected and
appointed officials.

The Commission then gives, in its
opinion, what can be done to deal with
corruption, with the crisis of integrity:

A community may translate its
concern about crime into action
through the individual and group
efforts of its citizens, through ¡ts
local institutions such as æhools,
youth services bureaus, and religious
organizations, and through the
responsible and responsive efforts of
its governing bodies.

That we have a crisis so far as mistrust
in government is concerned was
demonstrated in "1970 when the
University of M ichigan's Survey
Research Center found that between
one-third and one-half of those surveyed
in a national sample responded
affirmatively to questions asking
whether they believed (1) that the¡r
government can be trusted only some of
the time: (2) that the government ¡s run
for the benefit of a few big interests;
and (3) that many officials are a "little
crooked." Obviously in the aftermath of
Watergate more people than ever believe
that these po¡nts are true.

What can we who are Christians do
to insu re that a sim ilar national
nightmare will not be repeated? We can:

- Encourage fellow Christians to get
involved both as voters and as

candidates.
lnsist on integrity in government.
Make our political and personal lives
live up to our political and spiritual
ideals.
As Christians live such exemplary
lives that no code of ethics will be
broken by us. lndeed, our lives will
reinforce such codes, will enrich
them and make them live!
Take advantage of this opportunity
to witness to others that outside of
God's will for our lives and our
government there is no such thing as

success and that in His will there is

no zuch thing as personal or national
failure. a
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COOPERATIVE PLAN OF SUPPORT

August 1974

Aug.'74 Aug.'73
Coop Design.

$1,414.76 S ... $ ...

BECEIPTS:

State

Alabama
Arizona
Arkansas
California
Florida
Georgia
Idaho
Illinois
Indiana
I(ansas
Kentucky
IMaryland
Michigan
Minnesota
Mississippi
Missouti
New Mexico
North Carolina
Northwest Assoc.
Ohio
Oklahoma
Tennessee
Texas
Virginia
West Virginia
Wyoming

Totals

1,219.29
442.91
803.62
275.02
115.00
939.00

1,191.02
642.5t
451.08
832.94
59.86

1,,148.19

Yr.
to Date

$ 2,386.80
533.00

9,649.32
4,200.78
6,989.27
1,654.50

847.98
8,749.36

428.19
L,492.24

!72.50
509.43
128.98
173.85
688.46

24,439.t5
66.24

1,161.46
92.5t

6,205.42
26,272.97
2,666.90
7,232.26

357.40
57.33

150.00

t64.75

62.22

::::::
t29.49

3,367.72 (3,367.12)

ßt'.;;
?0.00
36.42
63.00
40.83

2,694.76

133.00
22.88

1,633.92
4,151.18

799.2L
25.00
34.52

tut:ll'

(3,957.35)

"".11'

125.00

5.00
273.89
439.91

96.2L
37.11

25.00 (25.00)

$1ÞJÞ7.q9 $!J18.9q $99,89É.89

$40.065.45
20,794.L9
13,275.86
11,799.08
6,õ39.51
4,687.10
1,999.61

546.63
99.46

$99.806.89

DISBURSEMENTS:
Executive Office $ 5,075.80 $ (970.62) $4,155.36
Foreign Missions 3,574.80 (2,525.54) 1,306.59
Bible College 2,456.23 (7,392.72) 1,048.95
Home Missions 2,027.60 (1,289,13) 971.L2
Church Training Ser. 1,253.12 (642.72) 308.06
Reùirement & Ins. 888.19 (480.84) 277.10
Layman's Board 381.33 (218.40) 95.36
Commission on Theo-

logical Liberalism 100.82 (60.10) 46.46
Miscellaneous 

________-____j_-

Totals $lõ,757.89 $8,148.00



Greek Author Once Free Will Baptist
by Robert E. Picirilli

Thanks to some concerned people,
the Historical Collection has a growing
number of issues of The Free Will
Baptist (Ayden, N.C.). But there are

many gaps in our holdings before 1945,
and this important paper has been
published ever since before 1900. Folks
who have issues dated earlier than 1945
ought to get in touch with us. We need

to get complete sets of this paper, since
it is one of the most helpful sources of
information on F ree Will Baptist
history.

Right now l'm looking at an issue

dated JanuarV 30, 1929, given to us by
Brother Henry Oliver. Some interesting
matters are brought to light in this issue.

You have no doubt heard of Kenneth
Wuest, author of many books on the
Greek New Testament. Well, this issue

contains an interesting article by Mr.
Wuest, entitled "Stud¡es in Ephesians."
The article was one of a series. Mr.
Wuest, at that time, was a Free Will
Baptist and was teaching at the old
Eureka Free Will Baptist College in
Ayden, N.C. A lot of people don't know
Wuest used to be a Free Will Baptist.

I was most interested in the "Notes
and Ouotes" article by Brother J. C.

Griffin (yes, he had that column way

back in 1929!). The article concerns,
primarily, a young man just then
attracting attention in the
denomination, Rev. Henry Melvin.
Evidently Brother Melvin had iust
written his f irst Free Will Baptist League
Ouarterly, and Brother Grif f in was
impressed. He called it "one of the best
quarterlies" he had ever seen in any
denom ination.

HISTORY CORNER

Then he recalls holding a meeting for
Brother Melvin at Blountstown, Florida,
the previous summer, when he for-¡nd

him "a young and tireless worker". He
goes on to describe Brother Melvin's
home, with his "consecrated wife" ancl
"a mother-in-law that is on the altar"
(Mrs. Jennie Seidell). Finally, he
comments on one of Brother Melvin's
outlines in the League Ouarterly and
speaks directly in his column to him:
"Melvin, this out'line is so goorl that I

expect to use it just like you have in a

sermon to every chu rch that I am
preaching for."

Maybe we'd better get out that 1929
League Ouarterly and get that outline!

s
F
O
o
t-()
Fz
oo
co

HAVE
YOU PRA-'TED

FORYOUR
Il{'ISSIONARY

TODAY?

ilsYoun

Wonshnp

fon Rea[ ?
By

Executive Secretary
Rufus Coffey

"Oh, come let us worchip and bow
down: Let us kneel before the Lord our
maker." - Psalm 95:6

True worship is not stereotyped by
traditional forms and set patterns.
Christians should constantly seek

creative ways to celebrate their
redemption and to express their sincere
devotion to God. Yet, we must keep in
mind that it is not just form or mode
that makes worship a reality. Very often
new methods and programs themselves
become routine. External factors are

not nearly so important as the att¡tude
of the heart.

lnasmuch as Jesus rebuked the
Pharisees in Matthew 15:9 for their vain
worship and as Paul pointed out to the
Athenians that they worshiped God in
ignorance, it is imperative that
Christians consider the meaning of true
spiritual worship.

Worship is the spontaneous response

of a redeemed soul reaching out to
touch God and to maintain contact with
Him. lt is the yearning of a grateful
spirit to meet with God - to seek His
presence - and to commune with Him.
It is the attitude of a humble spirit
bowing in reverential homage before a

sovereign Lord.

DIAL 615 242-r77r



True worship is not a zubjective
experience. lt is the spiritual exercise of
the will and mind rather than the
emotions.

One of the principal words in the Old
and New Testaments which is translated
in English as "worship" speaks of
service. There is scarcely any distinction
between "the worship of God" and "the
service of God." Jesus states that the
Father is seeking those who worship in
spirit, or from the heart, and in reality,
or without pretense or hypocrisy.
Genuine worship is. therefore, an

expression of cur inner love, joy,
adoration, and praise to almighty God.

PURPOSE OF WORSHIP
The Psalmist succinctly expressed the

purpose of worship when he said, "Give
unto the Lord the glory due unto His
name; worship the Lord in the beauty
of holiness." Thus the primary purpose
of worship is to focus our attention on
God by recognizing His "worthship"
and giving to Him supreme honor and
glory rather than experiencing some
moral uplift, estatic feeling or aesthetic
pleasure for ourselves. "Thou shalt
worship the Lord thy God and Him
only shalt thou serve."

God is to be worshiped because He is

the living and true God. We stand in awe
before Him because He is creator,
sovereign ruler, sustainer, and iudge of
the universe. As we obey the command
to worsh¡p Him, we draw near to God
and He draws near to us. This is possible
because God has provided a saviour and
mediator in the person of H is son
whereby we may come directly and
boldly to the throne of grace. As with
the living creatures in Revelation,
we can likewise "Give glory and honour
and thanks to him that is seated on the
throne, who liveth forever and ever."

We can join with the four and twenty
elders who fall down before Him that is

seated on the throne, and worship Him
that liveth forever and ever, and cast
their crowns before the thrones, saying,
"Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive
glory and honour and power: for thou
hast created all things, and for thy
pleasure they are and were created."

PUBLIC WORSHIP
Worship is not only contact with

God through quiet personal
communion, but it demonstrates itself
through participating with other like
minded belíevers in the service of the
Lord. As believers assemble in a

corporate body, they affirm their faith
in God and together they share his
presence, grace, love and power. This is
why God is pleased to meet with and
bless those who assemble in a local
congregation. ln the Old Testament
God's people gathered to hear His laws,
and then they worshiped Him through
observing the sacrificial rituals of the
Tabernacle services. Today God's people
gather out of a common loyalty to Jezus
Christ, out of a desire to hear God speak
to them, out of a desire to please Him
by worship, and out of a need to receive
mutual strength and encouragement
from each other. Christians in isolation
become weak and impoverished.
Believers who fail to worsh¡p together
suffer from a lack of knowledge about
God or about the needs, concerns, and
interests of fellow believers. No
Christian can claim to be serving God or
man if he neglects worship. Corporate
worship brings us face to face with God
and with each other. Through the
ministry of the Word, through music
and through prayer, we are able to draw
closer to God, to experience a deeper
fellowship with Him and to gain a

greater awareness of how we can share
our faith with others.

PATTERNS OF WORSHIP
The New Testament does not give us

any outline or program of worship.
Believers met in homes or other
convenient places. The style appears to
have been simple and informal, but
orderly and reverent. ln various order,
the service was composed of prayer;

praise in song and testimony; reading of
the scriptures; preaching, teaching or
instructing of believers for edification;
prophesying; giving of material means;
and observing the Gospel ordinances.
The meeting was closed with a

benediction and a kiss of peace.

Traditional patterns as we know
them today are no doubt gu¡te different
from the early church. Modes of
worship change from generation to
generation and from culture to culture.
It is sometimes hard to evaluate change.
Nevertheless, people have found
exciting ways to worship God down
th rough the centuries. They will
continue to worship Him with
joyfulness throughout eternity because
the object of our worship will never
change - that is what is important!

Variety for the sake of variety is
meaningless; but where the order of
service can be rearranged so as to
produce freshness, more spontaneity,
and greater participation by the
congregation, then it is highly advisable.
Prov iding a more meaningf ul
atmosphere for worship can be very
invigorating; therefore, the program
should be designed to enable each
participant to meet with God in a new
and living way.-

However, care must be taken not to
let the service become disorderly or
even frivolous. The service should
always reflect a sense of dignity and
beauty. Anything bordering on levity,
frivolity, or the ridiculous should be
avoided by all means. Disorganization
does not mean informality. Advance
planning and careful forethought about
the service can lead to the blessings of
God upon the service more so than an ill
planned meet¡ng that is mixed with
fleshly emotions and mass confusion. lt
is doubtful that lsaiah could have stood
in awe of a great and mighty God had
he been in the midst of excessive
emotional turmoil.

The reality and depth of our
encounter with God is not determined
by an estatic experience or some good
feeling but by our obedience, love, and
service for God. Let us, therefore, give
thanks to God and so worship Him as he
would be worshiped, with reverence and
awe. (Hebrews 12:28). a
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Not the ()rdinary

By Staff Writer

Lia Annabella Markam is not
an ordinary three year old. Born
Christmas Day, 1970, in Ouito,
Ecuador, this adopted daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Nelson Markam of
the First Free Will Baptist Church
in Tulare, California, is. partially
sighted. ln early life Lia suffered
an eye infection which resulted in
the loss of one eye and left the
other one needing a corneal
transplant. lnstead of abandoning
the child as her relatives zuggested,
Lia's mother took her to an
wangelical mission which arrange<'
for the trip to the United States
where the corneal transplant was
performed.

During the year Lia was in the
United States recovering from the
operation, her mother became a
Christian. Realizing that she could

Learning the Art of Worship
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Greek Author Once Free Will Baptist

ls Your Worship for Real?

Not the Ordinary

not properly care for and educate
a partially sighted child in
Ecuador, Lia's mother arranged
for Lia to tie adopted by an
American family. The Markams
learned of Lia (Mr. Markam is
w¡th the wslfare department), and
after the usual tedious procedure,
adopted her in June, 1973.

ln early 1974, the women of
the Tulare Church decided to
begin collecting 25,000 Betty
Crocker coupons needed to get Lia
a Braille typewriter by the time
she entered the first grade. lnstead
of the venture being the three
year project they had expected, in
a few months time, over 30,000
coupons had been collected. Much
of the credit is due Mrs. Pearl
Coughran, a member of the Tulare
church, who spearheaded a

contest for collecting coupons at
Palo Verde School where she
teaches. One eighth grade class
alone collected enough coupons
for one Braille typewriter. The
coupons are still coming in from

offices, stores, churches, and
schools from all over the country.
These additional coupons will be
used to purchase Braille
typewriters for other partially
sighted or blind children.

Today, according to her
mother, Lia is a happy, growing
32 pound ball of energy.
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