





Following the Lord’s Example

By Lester Horton

Of the three ordinances observed by
Free Will Baptists, baptism is generally
accepted as the first one a new convert
is expected to practice. This act,
whether administered in a body of
water out-of-doors or in a church’s
baptismal pool, is pronounced in the
name of the Father, the Son, and the
Holy Spirit. In the words of our Free
Will Baptist Treatise it is. symbolic of
“ ..the death of Christians to the
world, the washing of their souls from
the pollution of sin, their rising to
newness of life, their engagement to
serve God, and their resurrection at the
last day,’”” (Colossians 2:12; Titus 3:5;
Galatians 3:27).

Free Will Baptists have always taught
that as soon as possible after conversion
the believer should follow Christ in
baptism as commanded in the great
commission (Matthew 28:19). This
truth is seen in Peter’s sermon in Acts
2:38, ““Repent, and be baptized.”

FOR BELIEVERS ONLY

“What doth hinder me to be
baptized?” the Ethiopian eunuch asked
Philip in Acts 8:36-37. The passage,
along with several others, clearly teaches
that the ordinance of baptism is given
only to the believer. Notice Philip’s
answer, "'If thou believest with all thine
heart, thou mayest.” He was saying that
by faith regeneration must occur before
baptism. It is evident that baptism is not
the mode of regeneration.

When the converts of Samaria
“believed Philip preaching the things
concerning the kingdom of God, and
the name of Jesus Christ, they were
baptized, both men and women,” {Acts
8:12). Obedience to the teaching of this
ordinance brings joy as seen in the case
of the Ethiopian eunuch (Acts 8:39).
The same is true when anyone has
trusted Christ as Saviour. To identify
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with him by being buried with him by
baptism into death is a joy-filled
experience. ‘‘That like as Christ was
raised up from the dead by the glory of
the Father even so we also should walk
in newness of life,” (Romans 6:4).

THE BIBLICAL EXAMPLE

An example of baptism immediately
after a person is saved is given in the
account of Paul’s conversion. As soon as
the scales fell from his eyes and he
received his sight, he arose and was
baptized (Acts 9:18).

As Peter was preaching the word to
the Gentiles at the house of Cornelius,
the Holy Ghost fell on all them which
heard the Word. The question was
asked, ““can any man forbid water, that
these should not be baptized, which
have received the Holy Ghost as well as
we? And he commanded them to be
baptized . . ." {(Acts 10:47-48).

In Acts 16:33 the same night that
the Philippian jailor was saved he was
baptized. This clearly teaches that soon
after conversion the new convert shou/d
be baptized. Not only is it scriptural to
be baptized, and not only does it bring
the joy of the Lord to the Christian’s
life, but also our testimony is more
effective in winning others to Christ, as
is the example of Crispus in Acts 18:8.
When he was baptized, others hearing
believed on the Lord and were baptized.
When we consider that we are living
epistles to others, we should never allow
our profession of faith to be doubted or
questioned by failing to be obedient to
the teachings of our Lord. It has been
my observation over several years as a
pastor that when new converts do not
publicly ctaim Christ by being baptized
and getting involved in a Bible preaching
church, many soon fall by the wayside.
These are a ready prey for deceivers
with divers and strange doctrines.

THE SCRIPTURAL MODE

The Lord Jesus Christ, who is our
example in all things that we should
follow in His steps, has also shown us
the mode of baptism that we shouid
practice. in Matthew 3:11-16 when
Jesus was baptized by John to fulfill all
righteousness, He went up straightway
out of the water. It should be easily
understood that in order to come up
out of the water He must first have been
in the water. This denotes that
immersion was the example given by
our Lord.

The same is true when we give our
attention to the conversion of the
Ethiopian eunuch. After he answered
Philip and stated that he believed that
Jesus Christ is the Son of God, the
chariot was commanded to stand still,
“and they went down both into the
water, both Philip and the eunuch; and
he baptized him. And when they were
come up out of the water . . .” Again we
note that the only possible way the
baptism in the preceding verses could
have been carried out was by
immersion. There seems to be no
question that the original form of
baptism was complete immersion.

Free Will Baptists believe and teach
that this is the only scriptural mode to
be used today, since baptism is a symbol
of the believer's identification with
Christ in his death, burial, and
resurrection {Romans 6:3-4). The
method used should depict that symbol.
Sprinkling or pouring does not portray
this identification. Sprinkling is
mentioned many times in the scripture,
but never in relation to baptism.

Therefore, Free Will Baptists con-
clude that baptism is strictly for
professed believers and by immersion
only. A
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of such self-sacrifice, our own littleness
is magnified a thousand times over. We
are cut to the quick by the words, ““this
is my body broken for you' and "‘this is
my blood poured out for you.” In this
hour the Divine Surgeon cuts away the

cancerous evil of ingratitude that
threatens our lives and trims away the
scar tissue of pride that renders us weak
and frail.

It is hard for most of us to admit to
being unimportant or insufficient, but
this we must do if we are to receive
spiritual succor and power. In these
moments, standing before the symbols
of a broken, bleeding Christ Who gave
His all for our sins, we need to see
ourselves anew as undeserving and
unprofitable servants saved by grace. We
must stand before the Lord with a pure
conscience.- This self-examination
humbles us in our own sight and exalts
us to wonderful fellowship with Christ
and our brethren.

WITH THANKSGIVING

As Christ sat at the table with the
Twelve, He was facing betrayal by one
of His own as well as a shameful,
agonizing death on the cross. Yet He
gave thanks! This is the note all through
the New Testament. Whether in sickness
or health, in want or in wealth, in joy or
in pain, when men revile and persecute
you — rejoice and be glad for this is
God’s will for you. In everything give
thanks!

The garden and the cross, as well as
the tomb, faced Jesus when He left the
upper room. But He also faced victory
over death, hell and the grave and a
glorious resurrection which made Him
King of Kings and Lord of Lords. As we
observe the Lord’s supper, the same way
is opened for us, symbolically. As we
contemplate this newness of life, let us
also shout, “Thanks be to God, which
giveth us the victory through our Lord
Jesus Christ.” {1 Corinthians 15:57).

This chalice and plate are a part of

a five-piece silver communion set
presented to the Waterloo Free
Baptist Church in May, 1874, by the
citizens of Waterloo, Kansas. The
Reverend John Wolfe later presented
the set to the Hickory Grove Free
Will Baptist Church near Haddam,
Kansas. When the church was
disbanded, the communion set was
sent to Free Will Baptist Bible
College, Nashville, Tennessee, to be
Dplaced in the historical collection.

(Photo: Bert Tippett)

WITH RENEWED CONSECRATION

No one can long remain in the
presence of Christ the Great Giver
without feeling the urge nimself to give.
We soon realize that the things we have
considered valuable are but refuse in
comparision to what He gave. It is
appalling how much of life we as
Christians waste in grasping after the
things that perish. At the Lord’s tabie in
the solemn presence of Him whose
suffering we observe, we vow afresh to
lean on Him and to seek His way and
not our own.

As we behold Jesus, we begin to
realize what our own lives might be and
mean if only we could see and believe
that such consecration is not a lessening
but an enlarging of life. In His presence
we make this dedication. Just as Jesus
laid down His life that He might take it
up again, so we give ourselves to be used
of Him.
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By H. A. McSpadden
Feet washing is the least understood
of the three ordinances observed by
Free Will Baptists. | believe it is as

B

Feet Washing:
The Great Equalizer

equally important as communion and
baptism because it is emblematic of the
Holy Spirit which unifies the brethren
in one spirit. This could also be referred
to as equality of the brethren in the
Body of Christ, which is the Church.

I do not believe feet washing is solely
a teaching of humility or servitude,
although both are involved. But another
lesson to draw from the teachings of
Christ concerning feet washing is that of
equality of relationship. Through the
practice of this ordinance Christians are
placed on the same plane. The equality
of all believers is a primary truth of
God’'s Word.

This is why | believe the Lord gave us
the example of feet washing; for if He
became equal with us and washed {our
feet) the disciples feet, then we ought to
become equal with our brethren and
wash their feet in the fellowship of the
Holy Spirit. For God is no respector of
persons, and we sin when we have
respect of persons.

In Matthew 20:1-16, the laborers
received the same reward. The first
complained because the last had been
made equal with them. | wonder if they
were ministers and deacons complaining
because the new converts had been
made equal with them. Matthew 20:24
states, ““And when the ten heard it, they
were moved with indignation.” When
we- desire to be above (unequal to)
others in the church, it causes
indignation among the rest of the
congregation and disrupts fellowship.
Jesus explains in verses 25-27, that the
church is not to be run like the world.
He says that the Gentiles ({sinners)
exercise authority over one another, but
it shall not be so among you.

Let's look at John 13:7: "Jesus...
said . . . What | do thou knowest not
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