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employd in executing condemned
criminals. However, crucifying,
poisoning, burning at the stake,
shooting, beheading, flaying alive,
drowning, and hanging have been other
popular methods of capital punishment
in different periods of history. The form
of execution often depends upon
economic or religious trends of the era.

ln 1787 the framers of the U.S.
Constitution, being familiar with torture
methods and extreme punishments
especially in vogue during fte late
1600's and early 1700's, deemed it
necessary to include a warning in
Amendment Vlll against "cruel or
unusual" punishment. Yet, they either
purposely or inadvertently failed to
further designate the punishments as

lethal or corporal only. Thus, began the
controversy centered on the death
penalty. ls it a "cruel or unusual
punishment," or did the writers of the
Constitution consider the means of
executions used in the pioneer country
at that time as humane and necessary?

The question of capital punishment
continued to be hotly debated for years,
but ¡n 1947 death row and the "death
chamber" were still repellent realities.
Death row in the Tennessee State Prison
in Nashville, Tennessee, was the site of
Rev. D. L. Whaley's debut into the
prison ministry.

HANGING

TN

THEBATANGES
By Staff Writer

The lives of 2OO people are
contingent upon the outcome of Jerry
Fowler's appeal to the Un¡ted States
Supreme Court. Mr. Fowler is a
27-year-old ianitor from Raleigh, NC,
who reportdly *rot and k¡lled an
æquaintance over a dice game in 1973.
His case, whích is currently pending
before the H¡gh Court, contends that
the death penalty under any
circumstances is unconstitutional. The
200 people whose lives hang on the
decision to be reached by the court are
prisoners on death rows around the
United States. Whether they will be
€Ð(ecuted or spared will be decided in
the coming weeks.

At the present time electrocut¡on
and asphyxiation are the techniques

Rev. Whaley, who serued as a home
missionary in Alaska for 8 years
and who now pastors the Bessemer Gity
Free Will Baptist Church in North
Garolina, relates in an earlier interview
how he first began working with'two
condemned killers, whom he renames
"Sam" and "Ken," while he was still a

student at Free Will Baptist Bible
College.

'"These first boys I worked with were
known as the Target Slayers.' They
were called that because they tied a man
to a tree and then shot him seven

times.
'The courts enforced the law strictly

then," Whaley said. '€am and Ken
pleaded guilty and were sentencd to
death.

"l savì, the neurspaper headlines
announcing these boys' death æntence.

Sam was 19, Ken was 20. That was the
same night I accepted my call to the
ministry.

"l began visiting the boys in State
Prison weekly. At first they were
sarcastic and b¡tter. They laughed about
dying.

"l started out to reach them
spiritually, but soon lbecame
personally attached to them as well.

"l became friends with these boys
and tried everyth¡ng I could to sÍve
their lives. We appealed their case all the
way to the Supreme Court.

"Sam's mother even went to the
mother of the boy Sam had shot. The
murdered boy's mother said, 'l'm letting
the courts have their way. That chair
will be for your boy what that tree was
to mine."'

Whaley continued, "All convicts l've
seen die have resigned themselves to ¡t.
But the friends and relatives suffer the
most. I remember the mother of Ken
came to visit him a fer¡rr days before the
execution date.

"She was led out screaming, 'l'll
ne\rer see my baby again, l'll never see

my baby again.'
"The night before the execution I

went with Sam's mother and Ken's
sister to see the Governor and try to get

a repriare for the boys. A feu, weeks
earlier he had changed turo other
murderers' sentences from death to life
imprisonment.

'The women were on their knees,
one on each side of the Governor,
beSSinS for the boys' lives.

"Finally the Governor began to cry.
He said, 'l can't let them go, I can't.'
Turning to the Lt. Governor, he said,
Take them away.' He was still in tears.

'That night the boys were taken to
üre death house. My wife went with
Sam's family but I stayed w¡th the boys.

'The death house was a small frame
two-story building. Sam and Ken were
taken to the second story where they
were to be prepared for the execution.
Guards shaved their heads and placed

them in thin gray pajamas.

"Sam said good-bye to his mother
before he went to the death house. He
didn't want her to see him with a *taved
head and in the chilling atmosphere of
the execution room.

"Sam was engaged and his girlfriend
was there that n¡ght. She gave Sam a

wedding band and he put it on.
"Everyone tr¡d to ioke all through

rhe night. Ken began to get more and
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The Supreme Court's cuffent examination
of the capital punishment

question arouses memories for
North Carolina minister.

justice; the victim of murder has no
r¡ghts at all.

'The Bible says, 'He that smiteth a

man so that he die, shall be zurely put
to death.' "

Rev. Whaley hasn't been on death
row since his two-year ministry to the
men condemned to die in the Tennessee
State Prison in Nashville, but he has
continued his prison ministry elsewhere
whenever posible.

Of course, not everyone agrees with
Rev. Whaley that capital punishment is

of benefit to society. Opponents often
quote,'Thou shalt not kill" and
"Vengeance is mine; I will repay, saith
the Lord" ( R omans 12: 19), as

arguments against man's taking the life
of another, even under the auspices of
the law. They argue that open police
protect¡on would be more of a deterrent
to crime than secret execution.

Those opponents to capital'
pr.rnishment appear to be victorious
after a first bout. As of June, 1972,the
2(X) inmates of death rows all over the
country have been given a stay of
o<ecution. !n a 5-4 decision handed
down by the Supreme Court in the case

of Furman versus Georgia, the
consen$rs of the Justices was that
because the death penalty was applied
by juries in an arbitrary an*capricious
manner, it violated Amendment XIV of
the constitrtion. This amendment
provides "equal protect¡on of the lary"
for all persons. The Supreme Court thus
construd that "even the vilest criminal
remains a human being possessed of
common human dignity."

Even though the proponents of the
death penalty zuffered a defeat under
this ruling, they are petitioning for a

return match. Thus, several groups,
including a majority of the state
legislatures, are involved in efforts to
secure the re¡nstatement of capital
punishment. For instance, employees of
a med ical firm in Midwest City,
Oklahoma, are coordinating a drive to
perzuade residents of Oklahoma City
and surrounding areas to sign letters

favoring capital punishment. To date
4,161 letters have been collected and
sent to President Ford, Congressional
leaders at the state and national levels,
and members of the U.S. Supreme
Court.

Mrs. Sue Young, spokeswoman for
the group, states, "Ever since the U.S.
Supreme Court declared capital
punishment unconstitutional, murders,
rapes and violent crimes have been
rampant. We feel capital punishment
would be a deterrent to these crimes."
Mrs. Young is a Free W¡ll Bapt¡st, the
daughter of Rev. Dennis H. O'Donnell,
who is. pastor of the Wolfe Free Will
Baptist Church near Maude, Oklahoma.

A poll taken by the Oklahoma
Journal revealed that more than 80% of
its readers believed the death penalty
for murder and rape of minors should
be restored. Oklahoma previously
passed naru statutes making the death
penalty mandatory on conviction of
firstdegree murder, but they have yet
to be tested.

Símilar laws have been passed by 30
other states as legislators endeavor to
circumvent the High Court's ruling.
Because the opiníon of the Justices was
ürat the death æntence was handed out
as the mood hit the ¡ury, states have
passed laws regulating the meting out of
punishments. ln order to elimínate
discrimination, execution has become
mandatory upon conviction of f irst
degree murder, murders of law
enforcement officers, or rape of female
minors. ln an effort to reflect the will of
the people, President Nixon while in
office urged a mandatory death penalty
fo r m u rder in the course of
commitment of such crimes as

skyiacking, kidnapping, bombing of
public buildings, or assassination of
politicians.

Even now Jerry F owler's
history-making case is pending before
the Supreme Court. ln this appeal the
death penalty is presented as
unconstítutional because it is cruel and
unusual punishment. lf thecourt makes
sr¡ch a judgment ruling that capital
pu n ishment is u nconstitutional
regardless of the method used to
determine its victims or irrespective of
form, the stay of execution for the
members of death row would resolve
¡nto life sentences; death row would be
vacatd; and 200 permanent residents
would be added to the prison systems of
America. À

more restless. Sam had accepted
Christianity but Ken had not.

"Ken paced back and forth in his
death house cell while Sam lay calmly
face down on his canvas cot. Ken was
nervous and his color began to change.

"Sam asked me, 'lf God is so just,
why does that chair have to be there?'

"l explained to h¡m about reaping
what you sow, but told him that God
still loved him and would forgive him.

"He said, 'l can't wait to get to
heaven.'

"Sam asked three favors of me.
"The first was to tell h¡s mother that

he d¡ed like a man. The second was to
æk the warden to allow h¡m to ûear in
the chair the wedding band his fiancee
had iust given him.

"l asked the warden about the ring
and he said no. He explained that the
ring would cause Sam's finger to be
burned off as the electricity flowed
through his body.

"l told th¡s to Sam and he flinched
for the first time during the îs-month
ordeal.

"Sam looked up from his cot and
said, 'lltlell if I must, I must.' He began
to put on his shoes.

"'lf I can take that first step, l'll
have it made,' he said.

"His final request of me was to Tell
other boys and gírls that crime does not

.paY.'
"l couldn't bear to watch the boys

die, so I left thedeath house a half-hour
before the execution. I prayed outside.
until I knew it was over.

"l th ink capital punishment is
something we need for the benefit of
society," Mr. Whaley commented.

"l know there is some injustice in the
couns, but the victim doesn't çt

îhe CONTACI staff is indebted to Jim
Beamguard, staff reporter lor Tha Gastonia
Gazette, Gastonia, N.C. for the interview and
othsr portions of this article which are
repr¡nted from the February I l, 1973, issue.)
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PART II
By Stanley Outlaw

SAMPLE TRANSLATIONS
Since most readers probably do not

have all of these translations, two verses
are given from each for the sake of
comparison. Understand, however, that
it is d¡ff icult to see much contrast with
only two verses. To give any really
accurate evaluatíon one must look at a

translation as a whole. These verses only
serve to illustrate what is meant in the
evaluation of each version.

The first verse illustrated is John 6:2.
The Greek verbs are in the imperfect
tense, which many versions do not bring
out. The "following," the "seeing," and
the "performing" (see my literal
translation below) are viewed as having
continued over a period of time, rather
than just occurring in one act, Only the
New American Standard Version gives
the exact, literal meaning of all three
verbs. The Living Bible, Williams' New
Testament, the Amplified Bible, and
Wuest's Expanded Translation bring out
the sense of the verb tense to a more
limited extent.

B¡bleVersions
The æcond verse used is Romans

9:5. The problem here is one of
pu nctuation. There were no
punctuat¡on marks in the New
Testament manu scripts. I f the
translator, therefore, puts a comma
after the phrase "Christ after the flesh,"
(see my literal translation below), then
the next phrase is made to apply to
Christ and says that He is "God over all
blessed forever. " However, if the
translator puts a period or æmicolon
after "Christ after the flesh," then the
next phrase does not assign deity to
Christ but becomes merely a closing
doxology. Such translation often
indicates the leanings of the translators.
Note that the Revised Standard Version,
the New English Bible, and Today's
E nglish Version join company in
refusing to apply the last statement to
Christ. Strangely, The Living Bible splits
the last phrase and makes the "ruling
over all" refer to Christ, but makes
"Praise God forever" a doxology. All
other versions refer the entirety of the
last statement to Christ, and thus affirm
His deity.

John 6:2
My Literal Translation :

"Now a larç crowd was following
him, becauæ they were æeing the
signs which he was performing upon
thoæ who were sick."

Analyzed
Kíng James Vercion:

"And a great multitude followed
him, because they saw his miracles
which he did on them that vrcre
diseaæd."

American Standard Version :
"And a great multitude followed
him, becauæ they beheld the signs
which he did on them that were
sick."

New American Standard Version:
"And a great multitude was
following Him, becauæ they vlere
æeing the signs which He was
performing on thoEe who were sick."

Revised Standard Version :
"And a muttitude fotlöwed him,
because they saw the signs which he
did on those who were diseaæd."

New I nþrnational Version :
"and a great crowd of people
followed him becauæ they saw the
miraculous signs he had performed
on the sick."

Berkeley Versíon:
"A great multitude followed Him,
becauæ they saw the signs He
performed on the sick."

New English Bible:
"and a large crowd of people
followed who had seen the signs he
performed in healing the sick."
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Today's English Version :
"A great crowd followed him,
becauæ they had seen his mighty
works of healing the sick,"

The Living Bible:
"And a huge crowd, (many of them
pilgrims on dteir way to Jerusalem
for the annual Pasover celebration),
vlere following Him wherever He
t lent, to watch Him heal the sick."

Phill ips' New Testament:
"and a great crowd followed Him
because they had æen the Signs
which He gave in His dealings with
the sick."

Will iams' New Testament:
"And a vast crowd continued to
follow Him, for they pressed on to
view the wonder-works which He
performed for the sick people."

Wuest's E xpanded Translation :
"And there followed with Him a
great throng because they had been
viewing with a discerning eye the
attesting miracles which He was
pertorming upon those who were
sick."

Amplified Bible:
"And a great crowd was following
Him becauæ they had seen the signs
(miracles) which He [continuallyJ
performed upon those who t¡nre
sick."

Romans 9:5
My Literal Translation :

"of whom are the fathers, and out of
whom is the Christ, according to the
flesh, the one who is God over all
blessed forever, Amen."

King James Version:
"Whose are the fathers, and of
whom, as concerning the flesh, Christ
came, who is over all, God blessed
forever. Amen."

American Standard Version :
"whose are the fathers, and of whom
is Christ as concerning the flesh, who
is over all, God blesæd forever.
Amen."

AEOUT THE WRITER: Mr. Outlaw has
taught Eible and Greek at Free W¡ll Baptist
Bible College (Nashville. Tennessee) since
1966. He is a graduate of the college and has
finished classwork for the Doctor of
Philosophy degree in New Testament
lnterpretation from Bob Jones University,
Greenville, S,C. He is pastor of Pleasant Hitt
Free Will Baptist Church, Dover, Tennessee.

"One great source of confusion to Christians is the
multiplicity of modern translations of the Scripture.

Sínce most Christians luck a knowledge of the
original lønguages and do not ktxow exactly what to look

for in a good translation of the Bible, two possible
dangers arise. Some are naive about translation problems

and accept one version as readily os another. On the
other extreme, some, because of their fear of being

misled by modern translations, have totally avoided them,
to the detriment of their Bible study and a better

understanding of the l'lord of God.
It is primørily because of thß two-fold problem that

I have written this evaluation with the hope that it will
prove helpful to preachers and laymen. "

-Stanlev Outlaw

New American Standard Version: Wi I I iams' New Testa men t :
"whose are the fathers, and from "the patriarchs, and from them by
whom is the Christ according to the natural descent the Christ has come,
flesh, who is over all, God blessed who is exalted over all, God blessed
forever, Amen."

Revised Standard Version :
"to them belong the patriarchs, and
of theír race, according to the flesh,
is the Christ. God who is over all be
blessed forever. Amen."

New I nternational Vercion :

forever, Amen."
Wuest's Expanded Translation :

"of whom are the fathers, and out
from whom is the Christ according to
the flesh, the One who is above all,
God eulogized forever. Amen."

Amplified Bible:
'Theirs are the patriarchs, and from "To them belong the patriarchs, and
them is traced the human ancestry of as far as his natural descent was
Christ, who is God over all, forever concerned from them is the Christ,
praised! Amen." who is exalted and supreme over all,

Berkeley Versíon: God, blessed forever! Amen - so let
"Theirs are the fathers, and from it be."
them in human lineage sprang Christ,
He who is God over all, blesed CONCLUSION
forever. Amen.x I conclude by emphasizing that I g¡ve

New English Eible: my highest personal recommendations
"Theirs are the patriarchs, and from to the New American Standard Version.
them, in natural descent, sprang the Of all modern versions of the Bible, it
Mesiah. May God, supreme above seems to me that this one is the most
all, be blessed for ever! Amen.', ltustworthy and the most helpful in

Today's English Version: serious study of the Scripture.
"they are descended from the Next to this version, I would also
patriarchs, and Christ, as a human recommend the New lnternational
being, belongs to their race, May Version. Though it does not take that
God, who rules over all, be for ever same literal approach as does the New
praised! Amen." American Standard Version, it has been

The Living Bible: translated by conservative men who
"Great men of God were your hold to the complete inspiration of the
fathers, and Christ Himælf was one Scripture. lnstead of the more strict
of you, a Jew so far as His human literal approach, the translators of this
nature is concerned, He who now version have followed a method which
rules over all things. Praise God allows a b it more freedom of
forever!" expression, while remain¡ng true to the

Phillips' New Testament: message of the original. Many modern
"The patriarchs are theirs, and so scholars prefer this latter approach. À
too, as far as human descent goes, is
Christ Himælf, Christ who is God
over all, blessed forever."
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THE NANONAT ASSOCIATION
OF FREEWILL BAPTISTS
39 th A nnual Convention / lulV 13-17, 1tg75

Convention Cente r / D ayton, Ohio

Tlteme: Equí,ppi,ng tlte Sa'ínts

CONVENTION HYMN: "Take My Life and Let lt Be"
MUSIC DIRECTOR: Charles Hampton
ORGANIST: Jane Burden
PIANISTT Phil Long
NURSERY: Convention Center - Rooms 203-204
CONVENTION OFFICE: Convention Center Lobby

SUNDAY MORNING / JULY 13

10:00 Sunday School
Pr¡maries and Juniors: Dolly Stox
Teens: Lorenza Stox
Adults: David Joslin

10:45 lnterm¡ssion

'l 1 :00 Morning Worship
Presiding: Roger Reeds
Speaker: Roy Rikard

SUNDAY EVENING / JULY 13

3:O0 Registration: NATIONAL YOUTH
CONFERENCE

6:30 NATIONAL YOUTH CONFERENCE
Keynote Speaker: Ted W¡lbanks

9:00 Youth Activities
(See National Youth Programl

MONDAY MORNING / JULY 14

8:00 WNAC Executive Committee
Breakfast

8:00 GENERAL BOARD MEETING

8:30 Youth Competit¡ve Activities
(See National Youth Programl

9:00 WNAC Nominat¡ng Committee

12:00 WNAC Executive Comm¡ttee
Luncheon

MONDAY AFTERNOON / JULY 14

1:00 General Board Meeting Reconvenes

Biltmore Towers:
Sheraton Room
Cotillion Boom
Grand Ballroom

B¡ltmore Towers:
Grand Ballroom

Convention Center:
Lobby

Convention Center:
Main Hall

Biltmore Towers:
Miami Room

Biltmore Towers:
Cotillion Room

Biltmore Towers:
Dayton Room

Biltmore Towers:
Miami Room

Biltmore Towers:
Cotillion Room

1 :00 REGISTRATION: Delegates, M¡n¡sters
and WNAC

1:00 WNAC Stâte Presidents, Field Workers,
and Executive Committees

1:00 Youth Competition and Other Activ¡ties
(See National Youth Programl

1:45 EDUCATIONALSEMINARS

"Sunday School: God Needs Us
Everyone"

Dr. Holland London

"Plain Truth about Herbert W.
Armstrong"

Jack Williams

2:45 Recess

3:'15 EDUCATIONALSEMINARS

"Easy Believism"
Leroy Forlines

"Stabiliz¡ng a Bus Ministry"
Richard Kennedy

4:15 Seminars Conclude

5:00 WNAC FELLOWSHIP DINNER
"The Christian FamilY in Today's
World"

Speaker: Fred Renich

MONDAY EVENING / JULY 14

7:1O Pre-Service Music Program
New Horizon Trio,

South Roxanna. lll.
Sounds of Peace Chorale.

Wilson, N.C.

7:30 CONVENTIONASSEMBLY
Presiding: John Gibbs

THEME: "Equipping the Saints
to L¡ve for Christ"

Prayer
Convent¡on Theme Song

Convent¡on Center:
Lobby

B¡ltmore Towers:
Wright-Patterson Rm,

Convention Center:
Main Hall

B¡ltmore Towers:
Grand Ballroom

Convention Center:
Room 302

Biltmore Towers:
Grand Ballroom

Convent¡on Center:
Ballroom

Convent¡on Center:
Main Hall



7:4O Special Music: The Crownsmen Ouartet
Free W¡il Baptist Bible Coilege

7:45 Officiat Session Cailed to Order
and Moderator lntroduced:

Waldo Young, Clerk

7:50 Report of Committee on Comm¡ttees:
Dr. J. D. O,Donnell, Moderator

8:00 Welcome to Dayron

8:15 Get Acquainted Time

8:2O ConventionOffering

8:25 Special Music: Bill Gardner

B:30 Message: "The Missing Dimension,,
Dr. Robert pic¡rilli

9:10 Session Recessed (Exh¡b¡t Area Open)

9:45 Youth Social Activities
(See National youth program)

TUESDAY MORNING / JULY 157:30 FWB Music Ministries Breakfast Convention Center:
"Calling of a Music Director,, Baltroom

Melv¡n Worthington

8:00 Youth Prayer Meet¡ng
(See National youth program)

8:30 EDUCATTONALSEMTNARS

"Missions Education in the Local Biltmore Towers:Church" Grand Ballroom
Jim Walker & Foreign Missions Staff

"Who Needs Children,s Church?,, Biltmore Towers:
Don Pegram Cotill¡on Room

8:3O Reg¡strat¡onContinues

9:00 WOMAN'S NATIONAL AUXtLtARy Convent,on Center:CONVENTTON Ma¡n Hal
Presiding: Clara picirilli, president

9:30 Seminar Recess

9:45 EOUCATTONALSEMTNARS

"Developing a Local Church
Min¡stry for Senior Adults,,

Charles Harbin

"How to Build a Soul-Winning Church,,
Leon Kilbreth

10:45 SeminarsConclude

10:00 Youth Competitive Finals
(See Nat¡onal youth program)

11 :00 WNAC Missionarv Service
Speaker: Carlise Hanna

Convention Center:
Room 302

Biltmore Towers:
Grand Ballroom

Convention Center:
Main Hall

1:30 WNAC Seminar: "Harmony in the Convention Center:
Home" Main Hall

Jilt and Fred Renich

'l:45 Children'sAct¡vities
(See National Youth program)

1:45 EDUCATTONALSEMTNARS

"Equipping the Pastor to preach,.
Lehman Strauss

Biltmore Towers:
Grand Ballroom

Convention Center:
Room 302

3:00

3:15

"Chr¡stian Day Schools: Their
Program and Their Future"

Recess

EDUCATIONAL SEMINARS

"Preaching To Preachers,,
Willard Witcox &
Home Missions Siaff

"Choral Conducting"
Dr. Loren R. Williams

Seminars Conclude

PASTOR'S DINNER

4:15

5;00
Topic: "The Eibtical Rote of the
Pastor"

Speaker: Lehman Strauss

5:00 Adventurers'Dinner
(See Nat¡onal Youth program)

TUESDAY EVENING / JULY 15
7:1O Pre-Service Music Program

Harbor Master's Ouartet
Cleveland, Ohio

Maranatha S¡ngers, Central Church,
Royal Oak, Michigan

7:30 CONVENTTONASSEMBLy
Presiding: Jim Walker

Theme: "Equipping the Saints to
Serve Christ"

Prayer
Congregationa I Si ng¡ ng
Special Music: Maranatha Singers

7:45 NATIONAL YOUTH CONFERENCE
HIGHLIGHTS

Presentation of awards to
National Youth Winners: Malcolm Fry

8:00 Congregationalsinging

8:10 ConventionOffering

Special Music: The Crownsmen

8:2O Message: "Fitted for Action"
Jack Williams

9:00 Session Recessed (Exh¡b¡t area open)

9:45 Youth Soc¡al Activities
(See National Youth Program)

10:00 Youth Banquet

B¡ltmore Towers:
Grand Ballroom

B¡ltmore Towers:
Sheraton Room

Convent¡on Center:
Ballroom

Convention Center:
Main Hall

'12:00 WNAC Recess

12:30 State Promotional Men,s Luncheon Biltmore Towers:
Wrighr-patterson Rm.

TUESDAY AFTERTJOON / JULY 15
1 :00 Music and Arts Fest¡val

(See National youth program)
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WEDNESDAY MORNING / JULY 16

7:00 Laymen'sBreakfast
"l Must Be a Maximum Christian"

Speaker: Leon Kilbreth

8:30 Convention Prayer Service
Presiding: Chaplain Larry Cusick

Special Mus¡c: The Crownsmen

Convention Center:
Ballroom

9:00 Youth Activities (See Nal¡onal Youth Program)

9:00 CONVENTIONASSEMBLY

Worship through Song
Prayer
Moderator's Message: J. D. O'Donnell

9:35 Report of Credent¡als Comm¡ttee
Seating of Delegates
Part¡al ReÞort of General Board
Partial Report of Nominating Committee

9:45 REPORTS OF NATIONAL DEPARTMENTS
(Board Members elected at conclusion
of each reportl

Sunday School: Roger Reeds
Foreign Missions: Reford W¡lson
Retirement and lnsurance: Herman Hersey
Home Missions and Church Extension:

Robert Shockey
Executive Off ice: Rufus Coffey

10:00 Teenspiraction'75
(See National Youth Programl

11 :00 SPECIAL FEATURES:
The Ministry of Church Tra¡n¡ng Serv¡ce

11 :30 The Ministry of Free Will Bapt¡st
Bible College

12:30 FWBBC Alumn¡ Luncheon Convent¡on Center:
Ballroom

WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON / JULY 16

'l :30 Youth Act¡vit¡es
(See National Youth Program)

1:45 CONVENTION ASSEMBLY Convention Center:
Worship through Song Main Hall

' Devotions and Prayer: Connie Car¡ker

2:OO NATIONALDEPARTMENTAL
REPORTS (continued)
Executive Church Bonds:

Harold Critcher
Layman's Board:

Kenneth Lane
Church Training Serv¡ce :

Malcolm Fry
Free W¡ll Bapt¡st Bible College:

L. C. Johnson

3:00 General Board Report
Business Session

3:45 Partial Report of Nominating Committee
Elect¡on of General Board Members

4:15 Session Recessed

WEDNESDAY EVENING / JULY 16

7:1O Pre-Serv¡ce Music Program
The Crownsmen
Oh¡o Youth Cho¡r

7:30 CONVENTIONASSEMBLY
Presiding: Lonnie Davoult

Theme: "EquiPPing the Sa¡nts to
Witness for Christ"

Prayer
Congregational Singing

7:4O Convention Of fering

Convent¡on Center:
Main Hall

. Special Music: Min¡ster's Ouartet

7:50 lntroduction of Missionaries

8:00 CongregationalSinging

8:05 Special Music: MarY Neal

8:10 Message: "Communicating Our Faith"
Bill Jones

8:50 Missions Offering

9:00 Session Recessed (Exh¡b¡t Area Open)

9:45 Youth Activ¡ties
(See National Youth Program)

THURSDAY MORNITJG / JULY 17

9:00 CONVENTION ASSEMBLY Convent¡on Center:
Worship through Song Main Hall
Devotions and Prayer: Harry Beatty

9:15 WNAC Report
Cleo Pursell, Executive SecretarY

9:2O HistoricalCommissionReport:
Ronald Creech

9:25 Commission on Theological Liberalism:

9:30

Leroy Forlines

Report.of Comm¡ttees
Registration
Budget
Resolutions

lnterm¡ss¡on

WORSHIP SERVICE
Presiding: Randy Cox

Theme: "Equipping the Sa¡nts to Persevere"

Prayer
Congregat¡onal Singing
Special Music: Steve Ashby

10:30

10:40

Message: "A Victorious Warrior"
BillY Morris

11:4O Conclud¡ngSess¡on
Selection of 1978 Convention Site
Nom¡nating Comm¡ttee's Report and

' Election of General Officers

12:OO Adjournment
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! LOCAL CHURCH DELEGATE',SLOCAL CH URCH DE LEGATE'S CR EDENTIALS

THIS CERTIFIES THAT

is a duly authorized delegate to the National Association of Free Will

Baptists from
{Name of church)

(District Association )

Pastor Clerk or Secretary

IMPORTANT: This form properly signed and accompanied by a $10
registration fee entitles a local church delegate to reg¡ster for voting
privileges. I

I

^¿rO9' ^.rr" l--::::::--------- ----------r
6Y D- -.t1or'

-^a!¡el'- ^-ry - cAMprNc FAcrLrnEs ::.i;.'iî,1'::iljtLft"iå;jjl;il!-- tltt-
I .l! - Conventioneers who plan to utilize first time he drives in each day that he
V their mobile campers while attending desires in.and.out parking for the day.

., ¡fG the National Association will find He will be given a pass which is good

doTr- I;:iliïi"'"#:iåi äii,:ïå;t'i:,ii; ïlJ r'Ji:iîT lff:ïiîåîiiif.:
D!- Pike, Dayton, Ohio, The cost is$1b per cost as long as he has the pass in his

week. The camping facility is possession. The pass is not transferable.

ADDTnoNAL HousrNG ::lJ"""i,i'::lu,r'o J:"",',r,t'""'rnli Ïffi#-î "1.:::0ff' :lt ;if [",î:;
At press time Central Housing distance from the First Free Will Baptist control of the parking garage.

Bureau reports that reservations arã Church, according to Pastor Hobart This arrangement will be of special

coming in at a good pace. Some of the Ashby. No reservationswill be accepted, ¡nterest to local convention commuters
downtown facilities are nearinq according to the owner. Sites will be and to those conventioneers who need

capacity, Therefore, convention officiali rented on a first'come-first'serve basis' to drive their automobiles to the
have secured additional blocks of rooms convent¡on center.
at several outlying motels. They are PARKING

offered at special convention rates. ln a special arrangement with Parking DELEGATE REpRESENTATION
Those who have not yet made Management, lnc., operators of the Local Free Will Baptist churches are
reservations are encouraged to do so parking garage adjacent to the Dayton reminded that they may be represented
immed iately. Reservations will be Convention Center, association officials at the National Association by an
accepted through June 25. Reservation have negotiated a special arrangement to elected delegate as well as by their
forms are available in theApril and May provide in-and-out parking on a daily minister w¡rã ¡s a standing delegate.
issues of this magazine congregation: this year send your

pastor and a lay delegate to Dayton to

STNGLE DouBLE rRrpLE ouADs i"r:::,i,Jl","oi:'l:iJj,tlt¡,'|il::1
S INN $10.50 $12.60 $14.?0 $14.70 investment in ternis of dividends during

(approx' 5 miles from downtown) the next year. The convention program

IMPERIAL NoRTH (I-?5) $19.00 $25.00 $25.00 $2õ.00 is planned to aid those working in the
(approx. 43/e ml from downtown) local church. ú)

rMpERrALsourH(r.?5) $rs.oo $25.00 $25.00 $25.00 ,rti"l:i: iï,;ii"i:iii:.jt Jff Ë(approx' 8r/z ml from downtown) 
credentiars form found on this page. The :

RED ROOF-INN (I-?5S) - none $14.50 $14.50 $14.50 form should bear the signature of the ,)
(approx. 8Vzmi. from downtown) church,s pastor and clerk and be ;

RAMADAINNNoRTH(I-?5) $16.00 $21.00 $28.00 $26.00 accompanied by the $10 registration E
(approx. 43/¿ mi, from downtown) fee. a ò

of
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MONDAY EVENING
July 14,7:30 p.m.
"The Missing D imension "

ln the course of his message, Dr.
Robert Picirilli will seek to answer the
question "What is training?" by
explaining the principle and necessity of
training converts. Dr. Picirilli is a man
well qualified to ansl,ver this question,
having served on the faculty of Free Will
Baptist Bible College since 1955. The
professor of Bible and Greek holds an
earned doctorate degree from Bob iones
University as well as a masters and a
Doctorate of Divinity Degree from the
rnme institution. ln addition to his
teaching duties he has served as the
registrar of FWBBC since 1960.

The South Carolina native has been
active ¡n the work of the denomination.
He served as assistant clerk for 1 year, as

clerk for 4 years, and assumed the
position as moderator of the National
Association in 1965. He held that post
until 1971. He is currently a member of
the H istorical Commission of the
National Association. He pastord
Cofer's Chapel Free Will Baptist Church,
Nashville, Tennessee, from 1962-1964
and is presently an active member of that
congregation. He and his wife Clara are
parents of 5 daughters, Jean, Jane, June,
Joy and Jill.

Dr. Picirilli is a prolific author and
has numerous books and pamphlets to
his credit. He monthly authors the
column, "Gems from the Greek New
Testament," in the denominational
magazine, CONTACT.
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CHATLENGTNG THEME
NACES

CONtrENTION
SPEAKERS

TUESDAY EVENING
July 15,7:30 p.m.
"Fitted for Action"

From the bayous of Louisiana to his
present position as Dean of California
Christian College, Jack Williams has
traveled via pastorates in Louisiana, a
tenure of study at Free Will Baptist
Bible College, and later pastorates ¡n
Tennessee and Arkansas. During the
course of his message, Mr. Williams will
set forth "How to train" by sharing the
manner of acguiring and developing
skills to minister for Christ and to one
another.

Mr. Williams was awardd the Th.B.
Degree from Free Will Baptist Bible
College in 1966 and earnd a masters
degree in 1972 from Sacramento Baptist
Theological Seminary in California. The
following year he received a Doctorate
of Divinity from that institution.

Mr. Williams is author of the current
and in itial edition of Outlook, a

devotional guide published by the

Sunday School Department. ln past
years he has been a contributor to
Depth, a devotional guide which the
Church Training Seruice Department
ceased publishing in 1974. Mr. Williams'
articles in CONTACT magazine, the
official denominational publication,
have brought him the distinction of
being one of the more colorful writers
in our denomination. This year he will
again assist the staff in the coverage of
the activities of the National
Association.

Mr. Williams is currently serving as

ass¡stant mderator of the California
State Association and moderator of the
Center Association of that state. He is a

member of the First Free Will Baptist
Church of Clovis. He and his wife Janice
have 2 children, Rebecca and William.

WEDNESDAY EVENING
July 16,7:30 p.m.
"Co mmun icating Ou r F a ith "

Having served Free Will Baptists as a
missionary in lvory Coast, West Africa,
it is appropriate that Bill Jones deliver
the message on the trad itional
missionary night. Having sought to
instruct the natives of Africa and now
seeking to train young people as

president of Hillsdale Free Will Baptist
College in Moore, Oklahoma, it is only
fitting that Mr. Jones set forth "What is

PICIR ILLI WILLIAMS JONES MORRIS



the goal of training?" by challenging
believers to share their fa¡th with the
pagan world at home and abroad.

Prior to accepting his present
position, Mr. Jones served as editor of
Heartbeat magazine, the official
publication of the Foreign Missions
Department. Before his appointment to
the lvory Coast, he pastored churches in
Bowie and Denison, Texas. He is
presently a member of the Southern
Oaks Free W¡ll Baptist Church in
Oklahoma City. Both he and his wife
Joy are natives of Texas. They have one
son Steven.

Mr. Jones holds a Master's Degree
from Oklahoma City University,
ararded in 1970, and a B.A. Degree
from Free Will Baptist Bible College,
earned in 1957. He has authored the
booklet Missions, Misionaries and Theír
Mesage.

THURSDAY MORNING
July 17,10:30 a.m.
"A Victorious Warrior"

Having been preceded by 3 educators
in developing the 1975 theme. pastor
Billy Morris will conclude the 3gth
annual session with a discourse which is
seeking to ansl/ver the question, ,,Does

Christian training pay oft?" His message
will impress upon believers the value of
training for inevitable conflicts in the
Christian's life.

Ordained into the ministry in 19b2,
Mr. Morris has been widely used as a
conference speaker and evangelist
during his ministry. He is currently
pastoring his fourth church, Hyde park
Free Will Baptist, Norfolk, Virginia,
where he assumed the leadership in
1967. Prior to that he held pastorates in
North Carolina and South Carolina.

Mr. Morris did his undergraduate
work at Free Will Baptist BibleCollege,
receiving the Bachelor of Arts Degree in
1952. He did further study at the
U n iversity of South Carolina. He
currently is the writer of the Sunday
School quarterly "lnsight." Over the
years he has contributed to the
devotional guíde Depth and to lesson
materials for the Church Training
Service Department and authored one
issue of the Sunday School's ,,Bible

Teacher." He is presently a member of
the National Sunday School Board.

He is married to the former Donna
Tipton of Oklahoma, and they have 3
children, Mrs. Michael (Anna) Mayers,
Carmel and Brad.

Main Hall
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THEME: "TRANSMISSION lS OUR MtSStON"
MUSIC DIRECTOR: Blaine Hughes

ORGANIST: Beverly Welch

PIANIST: Ed Pack

INFORMATION DIRECTOR: Greg Hanson

(All NYC activit¡es are in the Convention Center unless otherwise
specified.)

SUNDAY AFTERNOON / JULY 13
3:00 Registration Begins Lobby

Music Practice for Evening Service Main Hall

9:00-
10:30 Jr. Adventurer After-Service Activ¡t¡es Room 202

10:30-
11:3O Gospel Film: "The Burning Hell" Bailroom

(Ages 13 and up)

MONDAY MORNING I JULY 14
8:00 Meeting w/all Compet¡tive Judges, Center Theatre

Quiz Masters and Leaders of B¡ble
Bowl, Bible Tic Tac Toe, Sword Drill
and Bible Memory Program

8:30 Competitive Assembly - AllCoaches, Main Hall
Competitors in Bible Memory
Program, Sword Drill. Bible Tic Tac
Toe, Bible Bowl

8:50 Bible Bowl Winner's Eracket Center Theatre

Bible Tic Tac Toe Winner's Bracket Rooms 303,304,
305

Tic Tac Toe Waiting Area Rooms 31O,31 1

9:00-
10:00 Action Group I - "How To Organize Room 207

and Develop a Youth Choir" -
Rodney Whaley

Action Çroup ll - "How to Develop Room 302
an Oral Communication Entry" -

Mrs. Laura J. Thigpen

SUNDAY EVENING /JULY 13

6:30 Keynote Worship Service
Mass Youth Choir
Special Music
Speaker: Ted Wilbanks

8:45 Soul-WinningSeminar:
Bob Shockey (Open to
Teens and Adultsl

9:00 Sword Drill Preliminaries

10:00-
12:00 Jr. Adventurer Crafts

1O:30 Bible Memory Program Finals

12:00 Break for Lunch

Ma¡n Hall

Main Hall

Ballroom

Room 202

10:15 Action Group lll - "How To Develop Room 207
Winning Bible Tic Tac Toe and
B¡ble Bowl Teams" -- Edward O'Neal

Action Group lV - "How To Develop Room 302
Youth Outreach Ministries" -

Jonathan N. Thigpen
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MONDAY AFTERNOON / JULY 14
1:00 Bible Bowl W¡nner's Bracket

cont¡nues...

Bible Tic Tac Toe Winner's
Bracket continues. . ,

2:30-
5:3() Bible Bowl Loser's Bracket

Bible Tíc Tac Toe Loser's Bracket

MONDAY EVENING / JULY 14

7:30 Keynote Serv¡c€: National
Associat¡on

9:30-
10:30 Jr. Adventurer After€ervice Act¡vities

9:30 Teen Town After€ervice Act¡vit¡es
(Ages l3and uPl
Featured group: 1'The Sounds

of Peace" - W¡lson, N.C.

TUESDAY IJIORN¡NG / JULY 15

7l3O Prayer and Praise Time,
Half-hour of Power

8:00 B¡ble Bowl Loser's continue . . .

Bible Tic Tac Toe Loser's continue . , .

Meeting WOral Communicat¡on and
Choir Category Judges

8:30 Musicand Arts, Oral Communication,
Category 7 Jr. Adventurer, Heralds

Category 7, Crusaders and Ambassadors

Center Theatre

Rooms 303,304
305

Center Theatre

Room 303,304,
305

Main Hall

Room 202

Ballroom

Room 302

Center Theatre

Rooms 303,304
305

Room 206

Room 302

Room 207

9:00-
1O:30 Jr, Adventurer Crafts

9:15-
10:15 Music and Arts Cho¡r, Category 3

1O:30 Compet¡t¡w Finals: Bible Tic Tac
Toe, Bible Sword Drill, Bible
Memory Program, Bible Bowl

12:OO Lunch Break

TUESDAY AFTERNOON /JULY 15

1 :00 Meetíng with Music and Arts Judges

1 l3O- Music and Arts Fest¡val:
2:15 Categories l, ll, lV, V, Vl

2:15-
2:30 Break

2:30-
5:00 Categor¡es I,ll,lV,V,Vl continue

TUESDAY EVENING / JULY 15

7:3O NationalAssociationAssembly

9:30-
10:3O Jr.AdventurerAfter\Service

Activities

10:00 Youth Banquet:
Spec¡al Program,

__Music 
and Arts Awards

WEDNESDAY MORNING /JULY 16

9:00-
12:00 Air Foræ Museum and C¡ty of

Dayton Tour for Teens and Adults

9:OO-
1 1 :00 Jr. Adventurer Crafts and Other

Act¡v¡t¡es

12:00 Lunch Break

WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON / JULY 16
1:00 Jr. Adventurer Tour: Air Force

Museum and City of Dayton

2:00 DavlonDunamus'75:
Music, message and refreshments

Messenger: Ke¡th Kenemer

Jr, Adventurer Banquet:
Music and Arts Awards
Special Program

WEDNESDAY EVENING / JULY 16

7:& Nat¡onal Association Assembly

9:30-
1O:30 Jr,Adventurer'After€erviceActivities

9:30-
11:45 Teen Town After€orvice Act¡v¡t¡es

(Ages 13 and upl
Featured Group:

The Way Ouartet, Columbus, Oh.

Adjournment

Foom 202

Center Theatre

Ballroom lOl

Csnter Theatre

Centsr Thoatre
(on stagel 

'

Center Theatre

Main Hall

Room 202

Ballroom

Leaving from front
of Convent¡on Ctr.

Room 202

Leaving from front
of Gonvention Ctr.

lsland Park:
Band Shell
(if rain, Ballrooml

Room 202

Main Hall

Room 202

Ballroom

5:00-
6:30



OKLAHOMA PASTOR
DIES IN PULP¡T

TULSA, OK. - T. T. Deere died in the
pu lpit of the Dawson Free Will
Baptist Church during prayer meeting
March 19, 1975. Brother Deere had
been in the ministry for 16 years,

ærving the past 8 years as pastor of the
Dawson Church. His ministry had been
concentrated in Oklahoma, primarily in
*re N ortheast Association.

F u neral services were conducted
March 22 by the Reverend Beecher
Gartman of Hobbs, New Mexico. ln
addition to his wife Maxine. Rev. Deere
is survived by 1 son, 4 daughters and his
father.

CHURCH PERSONNEL CHANGES

These changes in Free Will Bapt¡st
pastoral and other church personnel
are provided by CONTACT Magazine
as a serv¡c€ to ¡ts readers. No personnel
will be l¡sted as having left a place of
serv¡ce unt¡l he is called officially to
serve with another congregation.

PASTORATES

ALABAMA
Richard Cordell to Guin Church,

Guin from Woodbine Church,
Nashville, Tennessee

James Walden to Jasper Church,
Jasper from Guin Church, Guin

ARKANSAS
Jim McKown to Eastvale Church,

Blythev¡lle from home mission work,
Puerto Rico

tLLTNOtS
Joey Murphy to lmmanuel Church,

Jol¡et

KENTUCKY
Wayne Morrison to Cedar Grove

Church, Franklin

MrssouRr
Keith Johnson to Thayer Church,

Thayer from Eastvale Church,
Blytheville, Arkansas

OKLAHOMA
Robert Hidde to Dawson Church,

Tulsa

SOUTH CAROLINA
Dennis Henderson to West

Columbia Church, Columbia

TENNESSEE
Walter Summerlin to Richland

Church, Nashville

FREE WILL BAPTIST
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TULSA CHURCH BREAKS SUNDAY SCHOOL
ATTENDANCE RECORDS TWICE DURING MARCH

TULSA, OKLA. - EasterSunday, March
30, 1975; indeed proved to be "Miracle
Day" for the West Tulsa Free Will
Baptist Church. On this Sunday the
congregation broke their Sunday school
attendance for the second time in a

month with 513 present. Of that
number 320 were high school age and
up. Only a week before, the campaign
had reached a high oÍ 442 in Sunday
school attendance.

ln addition to setting a new average

Sunday school attendance of 432 during
the Sunday school campaign, over 40
souls were won to the Lord during the
month of March. The West Tulsa
Church won second place in Division D

of the annual Spring Enlargement
Campaign sponsord by the National
Sunday School Department. Their
percentage of increase of Sunday school
attendance for the March campaign as

opposed to their average for the quarter
of September through November, 1974,
was 46.94%.

Easter Sunday was declared "Miracle
Day" by the 14 Oklahoma churches and
1 Arkansas church which participated in

an intensive 1O-week campaign
çonsored by Hillsdale FreeWill Baptist
College and, the Oklahoma State Sunday
School Board. This effort was
coordinated by Mr. Keith Kenemer, a

laymen who is currently heading
Sunday School Revivals, a ministry
headquartered in Dalton, Georgia.

The West Tulsa Church presently has

13,000 sq. ft. of educational space.

Only recently, 5,000 sq. ft. of this space

was acquired with the completion of a

new educational wing. Plans are now
be ing discussed for enlarging the
existing auditorium to a seating capacity
of 550 with hopes of constructing a

1,000 seat auditorium and additional
educational space in the future.

The West Tulsa Church has seen a

stead y g rowth under the Pastoral
leadership of Rev. Connie Cariker. ln
August, 1973, the Rev. David Archer
was added to the church staff to fill the
position of assistant pastor in charge of
youth, bus ministry and children's
church. Upon his graduation from
Hillsdale Free Will Baptist College in

May, Mr. Archer will also be responsible
for the total Christian Education
program of the church.

.¡OINS "300 CLUB" - The West Tulsa
Free WiIl Baptist Church was honored
with membership in the "300 Club"
Sunday, March 30, 1975, when Reu.
Roger Reeds, director of the Natíonal
Sunday School Department, presented
Pastor Connie Cariher with an
appropriate plaque on behalf of the
congregation. The award is giuen to Free
WilI Baptist churchës that auerage 300
or more in Sunday school attendance
for at least 13 consecutiue weehs. Mr.
Reeds noted that the Tulsa church is the
first church in Ohlahoma and I of about
50 in the denomination to qualify for
this award since its inception in 1963.
With Rev. Cariher are David Archer,
left, assistant pastor, and Ed Daniel,
Sunday school superintendent.
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MEMPH IS CHURCH EXPERIENCES GREATEST
PERCENTAGE OF GROWTH IN SUNDAY SCHOOL DRIVE
NASHVILLE, TENN. - The North
Memphis Free Will Baptist Church in
Memphis, Tennessee, experienced an
increase of 180.6570 in attendance
during the annual Spring Enlargement
Campaign sponsored by the Sunday
School Department. This was the largest
percentage of growth recorded during
the campaign,

The Memphis Sunday school was one
from 23 different states participating in
the "Outreach to the Unreached"
campaign which began March 2 and
climaxed March 30. The North Memphis
church is a joint home missions project
between the National Home Missions
Department and the Tennessee Home

Division Church

c
D

First-Newsport News, VA
Welch-Columbus, OH

First-Bakersfield, CA
Central-Royal Oak, Ml

South Avenue-Lancaster. SC

Mt. Calvary-Hookerton, NC
West Tulsa-Tulsa, OK

E 1st Troy-Troy, Ml
2nd West Dayton-Dayton, OH

East 38th St-Anderson, lN
Grace-Johnson City, TN

Santa Clara-Santa Clara, CA
Fellowship-Dunn, NC

North Memphis-Memphis, TN
Center Po¡nt-B¡rmingham, AL

Missions Board. During the campaign
the church averaged 52.2 in attendance
despite the fact that Pastor Jerry Presley
was recovering from a heart attack. The
Íverage attendance for the period from
September through November was only
18.6.

Churches compete only against other
churches of like size. The campaign had
8 divisions for this purpose.

Sunday schools reporting their
results scored a net gain over their
September, October, November, 1974,
average attendance of 40.17o/o,

The winners in the separate divisions
are as follows:

Sep..Nov. Camp. lncroaså
Avg. Avg.

581.5 783
7U 826

34.650/o
12.53o/o

FOREIGN
MtsstoNs
DIRECTOR
RESIGNS POST

NASHVILLE, TENN. J. Reford
Wilson, General Director of the
Department of Foreign Missions of the
National Association of Free Will
Baptists, submitted his resignation on
May 5, 1975, after 13la years of service
in that capacity.

Although reluctant to accept the
resignation, the Board of Foreign
Missions did so with "deep appreciation
and commendation" for his years of
dedicated service. The resignation is

effective July 31, 1975.
Mr. Wilson has accepted the position

as Professor of Missions and Bible at
H illsdale Free Will Baptist College,
Moore, Oklahoma.

Mr. Wilson expressed gratitude to the
board for their cooperation and
confidence and to the staff, the
missionaries, and the denomination for
the opportunity to serue for these many
years. He also stated, "but I am
conscious of my inabilities to meet the
growing complexities of administering
the affairs of our tremendous
world-w ide ministries. After much
prayer in seeking divine leadership and
in consultation with my family, I have
discerned that this is the time for me to
submit my resignation."

A replacement for Mr. Wilson is
presently under study by the Board of
Foreign M issions.

lst
2nd

1st
znd

lst
lst
2nd

lst
2nd

1st
2nd

1st
2nd

439
417

370

271
294

168
150

141
'to7

594 35.310/o
505.8 21 .290/o

380 2.700/0

402.6 48.56o/o
432 46940/o

286 70.24o/o
250 66.67%

248 75.89%
183 71.O3a/o

72 ',t22.8 70.56%
61 98.8 61 .970/o

18.6
35

52.2 180.6570
74 111.430/o
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FORMER MISSOURI PASTOR WITH THE LORD
NASHVILLE, TENN. - The Reverend Mr. Jones was an active supporter of
LesterJones,6S,diedApril 19, 1975,in Christian education in the
a Nashville hospital following a denomination. He came to Free Will
prolonged illnes. since ordainat¡on ¡n Baptist Bible college to further his own
1940, he had served pastorates in education in 1g48 after several years in
Missouri, Tennessee and Alabama. the pastorate and at a t¡me when his

B rother Jones assisted in the oìiln family was nearly grown. He
organization of 6 churches and was received the B¡ble Diploma in 1gb1.
organizing pastor of the First Free will Funeral services were held April 2l
Baptist Church in Kirksville, Misouri, in Nashville and again in Cabool,
and the Beacon Free Will Baptist Missouri, on April 24. Burial was in the
Church in Raytown, Missouri. His active cemetery of the Union Chapel Church
ministry was interrupted by ill health. near Eu n ice, M issouri, where he
He continued to be involved in Free Will preached his first sermon.
Baptist work dispite being disabled. At Among his survivors are his wife
the time of death he was teaching ¿ Myrtle; son Bob; son Don, a layman
Sunday school class'of older adults at who formerly servered as a home
Svlvan Park Free Will Baptist Church missionary in Arizona and with
where his membership was placed in Alabama Children's Home; and daughter
early 1974 whenhemovedtoNashville. Wanda Elmore, who is the wife of a

Son Bob is pastor of the church. min¡ster.

615 242-l7ll
for up.to.the'minute

missionary prayer information



NATIONAL MODERATOR
SELECTED FOR
WHO'S WHO IN AMERICA

CH ICAGO, lLL. - The name of Dr. J. D.
O'Donnell, moderator of the National
Association of Free Will Baptists and
manager of the Editorial Division of the
Sunday School Department, has been
selected for inclusion in the new 39th
edition oÍ Who's Who in America.

Dr. O'Donnell, who will moderate his
third session of the national meeting in
July, joined the Sunday school staff in
January, 1973, The former president of
Oklahoma Bible College (now Hillsdale
Free Will Baptist College) and former
Free Will Baptist Bible College faculty
member holds an earned doctorate from
the New Orleans Theological Seminary.
He has authored Faith For Today,
Handbook for Deacons, The Preacher
and His Preaching, Free Will Baptist
Doctrines, and .4 Survey of Church
History, as well as æveral booklets.

Although the public may regard
selections as a kind of recognition for
accomplishments, the publishers state it
is not the purpose of Marquis' Who's
Who to confer distinction. Who's Who
in America is a reference work, not a

social register, According to the
compilers, it is the basic reference book
in contemporary American biography.

The edition seeks to identify those
men and women, who through their
in itiative and ded ication, are the
recognized leaders of our social, cultural
and economic affairs.

NORTHWEST ALABAMA
CAMP RALLY YIELDS
$2,OOO OFFERING
GUIN, ALA. - A victory offering
totaling more than $2,000 was received
March 15 when more than 300 Free Will
Baptists met for a camp rally on the site
of th e proposed youth camp for
northwest Alabama near Guin. The
money will be used in the development
of the camp, according to James
Pittman, a Muscle Shoals pastor.

According to the information
received, plans are to begin building the
camp facilities this summer and have
them ready for use by the summer of
1976. lnitially the camp will
æcommodate 1 00 campers.

This is a joint project involving the
Progressive, Vernon and Jasper
Associations of Alabama.

EAST TENNESSEE CHURCHES TO COOPERATE
IN WEEK-LONG EVANGELISTIC CRUSADE

JOHNSTON CITY, TENN. - Free Will
Baptists in Eastern Tennessee and the
djoining states of Kentucky, Virginia,
West Virginia, North Carolina, South
Carolina and Georgia are expected to fill
Freedom Hall Civic Center here in an
wangelistic crusade JulV 2O-27. Speaker
for the week-long crusade will be the
Rev. Bobby Jackson, one of Free Will
Baptists' full-time evangel ists.

With a seating capacity of 7,000, the
Freedom Hall Civic Center will provide
ad eq u ate sp ace for the meetlng,

Publicity Chairman Tom Mains of the
Eastside Free Will Baotist Church in
Elizabethton reports that the crusade is

being promoted primarily by churches
and pastors in the upper east Tennessee
cities of Greenville, En¡vin, Johnston
City, Kingsport, Bristol and
Elizabethton.

Services are scheduled to begin each

wening at 7:30 p.m. except on the
concluding Sunday afternoon, July 27.

ARKANSAS CONGREGATION
INITIATES YOUTH
CHURCH MINISTRY
RENO, ARK. - On the second Sunday
of February. Old Reno Free Will Baptist
Church initiated a children's church
ministry with 29 present and an offering
of $1.24. A high attendance'of 60 was
reached on Easter Sunday. A record
offering of $110 has also been received
according to Mr, J. M. Edington, who is
working in the youth church, The
increased attendance is due in part to a

bus route which was begun in
mid-March. The route is now averaging
18 riders each Sunday; however, the van
being utilized is overcrowded. Workers
plan to purchase a larger bus as soon as

it is firrancially possible. Other workers
in the children's church besides M r.

Edington are Helen Tyler, Vonalea
Echols, and J. C. Morrow.

The new emphasis on the youth
ministry helped to increase the Sunday
school attendance on Easter to 189.
Ken Dodson is pastor of this growing
congregat¡on.

RALE¡GH CONGREGAT¡ON
MEET¡NG ¡N NEW
AUDITORIUM
RALEIGH, N.C. - The First Free Will
Baptist Church of R aleigh is now
meeting in its new 520-seat auditorium.
Completed in February at an
approximate cost of $230,000,
including additional parking, the latest
addition is located adjacent to the
original structure on a 21-acre tract of
land, 1/2 mile from U,S. Highway 64 on
the eastern edge of Raleigh.

"Each step in getting this building
erected has been a spiritual victory,"
states Pastor Randy Cox. "Every area of
work has experienced growth during
this time." One of the victories was in
May, 1974, when a bond issue of
$180,000 was placed in one day.

During the time of construction, Mr.
Doug Henderson was employed as

associate minister of youth and music.
A part-time secretary was also added to
the staff.
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Does aGirlinTrouble
Nancy Ward (fictitious name) arrived

in Nashville, Tennessee, 5 months
pregnant and unmarried. Outwardly she

appeared to be almost flippant about
her condition. A "don't tell me what to
do; l'll make my own decisions"
attitude concealed a young girl scared to
death.

She was headed for Christian
Counseling Services, a social
service/family counselin.g agency
¡ncorporated and licensed by the State
of Tennessee. Although CCS is under
the auspices of the Tennessee District
Church of the Nazarene, it seeks to
serve any who have needs.

Nancy was placed in a Christian
foster home and the "melting away of
the facade" began. But let Nancy tell
herownstory....

"For as long as I live I'll never forget
the phone call that told me lwas
pregnant. I was 17 and not married. Of
course my initial reaction was panic.

WORDS FOR WOMEN

Turn?
Friends had many suggest¡ons: get an

abortion, get married, or have the baby
and release it for adootion. But the final
decision was totally up to me.

"l spent many long hours just
thinking. After this and talks with my
parents, I decided to have the baby and
release it for adootion.

"The next question was where to go.

We were referred to Christian
Counseling Services in Nashville, Tenn.
Although I was not a Christian myself . I

had been brought up in a Christian
home and felt a little more secure with a

chu rch-centered agency.
"l arrived in Nashville scared and

uncertain as to what was going to
happen next. Good-bye had been so
hard. I cried often that first week. But
thanks to the love and concern I felt

ToWhom from the people at CCS my tears never
lasted long.

"My own experience was different
than most as I lived in three residences
while in Nashville. Most of the girls stay
in only one home. But by moving so

much, the time seemed to go much
faster.

"The agency arranged for my
medical care. I went to a Christian
doctor, reputed to be one of the best
obstetricians in Nashville. I was also sent
to one of the best hospitals in the city.
Everyone was very understanding and
did the best he could to calm any fears I

had. And I had a lot of them.

"lf I had to pick the one person who
meant the most to me while I was in
Nashville, it would be my counselor
from CCS, Jan Harvey. We tried to
spend an hour together every week.
During that hour we talked about my
future and that of my baby. She helped
bring my thoughts into perspective and
made me feel I had made the best
decision for my baby.

"Jan also started me to thinking
about my own future and where I

wanted to go. lt was through her
concern, prayers, and own Christian
example (along with many others), that
lbecame a Christian during my
pregnancy.

AEOUT THE WRITER: Mrs. Hartzog is
editor' of the Floricia state paper, THE
CO-ORDINATOR. She is much involved in
the work of her local church. Fitst Frce Will
Baptist Church. Chipley. She and her
husband. Wayne, are parents of 2 sons.
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"Now the God of patience and
consolation grant you to be
likeminded . . ." (Romans 15:5). "Lord,
I pray for patience and I want it right
now!" How many times have we heard
this statement ¡n one form or another.

lmpatience is something that we
seem to have in an overabundant
sr¡pply in our world today. Christians
are no exception. We expect prompt
ansl,vers to our prayers and are not
willing to wait till God gives us the r¡ght
anwì/er. Psalms 37:7a admonishes us to
"Rest in the Lord, and wait patiently

The Practice of Impatience i,J l::11';." iil"il.ïl ;llJi',î;
By Beverly Hartzog

for Him: fret not thyself . . ."
We need to be careful what we pray

for because we might get it and then
discover we really didn't want or need
it. Over the years, even though God has
proven Himself time and t¡me aga¡n to
know what is best for us, we still
haven't learned to be pat¡ent and wait
on the Lord. We go ahead, take things
into our hands and work out our own
solutions to our problems. lt would be
sad to know how many times we have
settld for second best because of our
unwillingness to "wait patiently" for

is what our Heavenly Father promises us
as His children.

People are going to be people. This
puts Christians in a difficult position.
We need to be patient with the unsaved
and other Christians even though at
times they írritate and frustrate us. We
can usually manage this pretty well with
the Lord's help. But then when we get
with our families, we lose our patience

and take all of our aggravations and
frustrations out on them. Certainly this
is not God's plan. Something is very
wrong when we allow this to happen
and do not try to correct it. Our
Christian maturity is sadly lacking when
we realize this is happening and do not



"l don't want to leave the impression
that the only aim of CCS is to convert
every girl who comes to them. They
simply try to help in any way needed.
And in my own case I needed more than
human help.

"l thank God for guiding me to
Nashville and to CCS. They helped a

scared, mixed-up kid become a mature
young adult. They never made me feel
like a 'bad little girl.' lnstead, they took
me as I was and showed me how much
better life could be and that I had the
key to change it if I wanted.

"l will always thank God for using
this unfortunate part of my life as a
time of real growth and a full realization
cf His love."

When the baby was born, Nancy gave
it to God. lt was much easier to
zurrender the baby to God than to
people. She was assured by her
confidence in CCS that the baby would
be placed in a Christian home. Later she
sent this message through her social
worker to the baby's parents:

". . . thank you for loving God and
living for H im. lt's this love which
assures me that my child has every
chance for a real and wonderful life
with you.

". . . thanks for your special love for
this child, which is no longer my baby,

try to correct this facet of our character
by prayer and dependence on the Lord
for help.

Howerrer, there is a good side to
being impatient. Slothfulness,
haphazardness, and procrastination are
ürree traits that impatience could help
cr¡re. Yet none of these traits are found
in the life of our prime example, Jezus.
We would not allow our everyday lives
to be carried out like we carry on the
Lord's work. We need to be impatient in
ot¡r work for the Lord - do it, do it
right, and don't put off till the last
minute things that need to be done
now.

Patience ís probably the most
difficult lesson to learn in our world of
hustle and bustle. "t/ttaiting patiently on
the Lord" seems to be out of style; but
üat should not bother the Chr¡st¡an,
espec¡ally the one who has experienced
the ioys and blessings of ansrvered
prayer simply because he waited
patiently for the ansl,vers. a

but your son. God bless your family
eternally."

You can learn more about Christian
Counseling Services by writing:
JACK JAMISON, Director
Ch risti an Coun se I i n g Se rv i ces
P.O. Box 60383, Nashville, TN 37206
615/255-595t

EDITOR'S NOTE: The above article is
published in CONTACT to let readers know
of this Christian organízation that has been
founded to help any girl in trouble. Though
we do not condone a person's sin, we ought
to demonstrate compassion and forgiveness
when a girl needs help. This reputable
organization offers an opt¡on to abo¡tion
which would only compound a person's sin
and gu¡lt.
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COOPERATTVE PLAN OF SUPPORT
April 1-975

RECEIPTS:

State

Alabama
Arizona
Arkansas
California
Florida
Georgia
Idaho
Illinois
Indiana
Kansas
Kentucky
Maryland
Michigan
Mississippi
Missouri
New Mexico
North Carolina
Northwest' Assoc.
Ohio
Oklahoma
Tennessee
Texas
Virginia

Totals

Apr.'7õ
Coop Design

s 590.63 $ ...

Apr.'74

$ ..

987.10
536.58

r,292.08
97.59
95.82

1,886.51

tso.00l

930.17
554.35
401.35
238.18

2,386.77

Year
to Date

$ 1,215.94
118.68

5,161.28
2,!96.87
4,348.L2

618.33
262.98

5,631. L 8
300.54
667.64
44.40

145.00
86.85

423.83
11,758.81

86.36
3?5.61
189.70

3,601.35
76,332.45

1,235.09
959.74
164.80

60.00

746.72
137.50
70.86

155.59
3,469.30 (3,469.30)

1.17.35
3,087.30

?5.00
88.93

844.68
4,?06.67

305.76
25.00
4L.75

(4,050.21)

L57.32
45.75

336.61
4,627.88

160.30
310.69

5 3.70

$14.?58.39

5,790.?6
3,027.45
1,976.17
1.,?05.06

960.09
795.58
303.51

73.27
727.50

q11f8{9

$ (ee1.7e)
(2,426.27)
(1,360.7?)
(1,269.06)

(653.32)
(488.81)
(220.89)

(61.10)
(L27.50)

$ 5,036.32
3,012.88
1,844.59
1,706.03

957.79
697.87
317.88

82.44

$23,101.55
11,078.84
7,127.33
8,260.54
3,511.82
2,909.18
1,150.02

271.26
415.00

$13,655.80 $55,825.54

DISBURSEMENTS:

Executive Office $
Foreign Missions
Bible College
Home Missions
Church Training Serv.
Retirement & Ins.
Layman's Board
Commission on Theo.

logical Liberalism
Miscellaneous

Totals s13,655.80 $55,825.54
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Comupted
LawBrings
Gorruption
toGrace

PART VIII
By Leroy Forlines

When discussing the zubject of law
and grace, a problem frequently arises
concerning the way Old Testament
saints were saved. I think Paul makes it
very clear that they were saved by faith.
not by the works of the law. Pauldeals
with this subject in Romans 4:1-25 and
Galatians 3:6- 18. I n both of these
passages, Paul's intent is to show that in
this present dispensation we are justified
by faith. The proof that he gives that we
are now justified by faith is rooted and
grounded in the fact that this is the only
way people have ever been justified. His
oroof does not rest on the basis of truth
revealed since the coming of Christ, but
truth revealed before the coming of
Christ. ln fact, the latest person

mentioned in the proof given in these
2 chapters is David. David lived about
1,000 years before Christ.

Paul begins his proof in both of these
chapters with Abraham. The basic
redemptive covenant was made with
Abraham. lt is for this reason that ¡t is

important to know how Abraham was
justified. Paul tells us: "Abraham
believed God, and it was counted unto
him for righteousness" (Romans 4:3
and Galatians 3:6, both of which are
ouotations of Genesis 15:6). ln both
Romans and Galatians justification by
faith is shown to be the truth while
justification by works is shown to be
error (Romans 4:2-6 and Galatians
3:10-12).

To make sure that it was clear that
faith was the only condition of
Abraham's justification, Paul called
attent¡on to the fact that Abraham was
justif ied before he was circumcised
(Romans 4:9-12], , Abraham was said to
be justified in Genesis 15:6. Abraham
was circumcised when he was 99 years

of age (Genesis 17:.24l. which was some
years after Genesis 15:6. This clearly
tells us that circumcision was not a part
of the original condition for justif ication.

ln Galatians 3:15, Paul tells us

something about the nature of a

covenant as it existed in those days.
Once the covenant had been confirmed
it could not be undone, neither could
anything be added to it. The terms of
the original agreement must forever
remain unchanged.

Therefore, it is an inescapable
conclusion that since justification was
by faith in the Abrahamic Covenant,
this provision could not be changed by
the law of Moses which came a few
centuries later (Galatians 3: 17-18 and
Romans 4:13-16). The law served a

tem porary purpose as a child
conductor until the coming of Christ,
but it was never intended to be a

condition of justification. (See previous
article. )

Salvation has always been
conditioned on faith, not works. There
are two aspects of saving faith: ( 1)

mental assent, and (2) trust. ln the Old
Testament days, the believer gave

mental assent to that part of redemptive
truth that had been revealed at the
particular time in history in which he
lived. Saving faith now involves
believing what the Bible tells us about
Jesus Christ. The Old Testament

CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE

believers trusted in God without
understanding as well as we do. Today
we trust and,understand that the actual
deliverance from sin is based on the
atoning work of Christ on the cross.

I n a sense, the Old Testament
believers experienced forgiveness, but
the reality of the forgiveness depended
on the death of Christ. lt is l¡ke having
something in our possession on a pay
later plan. ln one sense, it is ours when
we get it. ln another sense, it becomes
ours when we make the final payment.
They were, so to speak, saved on a

Christ's pay later plan. Their salvation
became theirs in a different sense, as

illustrated' above, when Jesus made
atonement on the cross. We are saved on
the "cash" payment plan. lmmediately,
when we believe, the payment that
Jesus made for our justification is

placed on our account.
ln either case, our salvation or that

of Old Testament believers, salvation
has always been by faith and has

delivered from the curse of the law. a
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SCIFT CIN SIN?
By Rufus Coffey

Executive Secretary

lsn't it strange that in an age of
relativisrn we don't hear much about srn

anymore? For some unexplainable
reason the word srh seems irrelevant to
modern society.

But has srn really gone out of style?
Has srn become passd? The conspicuous
absence of srn from modern man's
vocabulary, particularly the media,
makes the concept of sin seem as

outdated as the Model-T Ford.
ln his book Whatever Became Of

Sin?, Dr. Karl Menniger sounds a note
that needs to be heralded with
tremendous vigor. While our world is
progressing and prospering, asserts
Menniger, we.are not awakening from
present dreams to the dreadful reality
that something is seriously wrong. This
"one thing" he calls "sin." Menniger
calls for a revival of the "use of the
word srn - not for the word's sake, but
for the reintroduction of the concept ol
guilt and moral responsibility."

The eminent doctor isues an appeal
to the clergy as moral leaders of society
to study sin, identify it, define it, warn
against it, and to spur meagtres for
combating ard rectifying it." He issues a

challenge for the modern sermon to deal
with sin - sin in general and sin in
particular.

Dr. Menniger laments, "\lì/e have
removed sin from society by playing a

word game." Clever verbal artifacts slch
as disease, delinquency and dwiancy
have been zubstituted for the word srn.

lnstead of identifying sin as sin, we are
far more comfortable talking about
crime, child abuse, political corruption,
prejudice and emptiness.



WHAT IS SIN?
The early church fathers identified

seven deadly sins: pride, greed, anger,
lust, gluttony, envy and slothfulness. To
üris list of cardinal sins we could add
immorality, cheating, lying, murder,
steal¡ng, drunkenness, idolatry,
covetousness, unbelief, disobedience
and a host of other evils.

Sin is derived from a Latin word
meaning "guilty." Sin is related to
anyth¡ng contrary to the holiness of
God. More specifically, sin is lack of
conformity to the moral law of God, or
failure to comply and measure up to the
righteous standards of God. But sin is

more. lt is a nature or a force of evil
within man that seeks to exalt self-will
above God's wíll. When self becomes the
principle and total criterion of life
rather than God, man is content to live
independent of and without zubjection
to God. He seeks to satisfy the desires
and demands of his fleshly nature.

Sin is also a state. Once sin is able to
assert ¡ts power and seize control of
one's fleshly appetites, it reigns or holds
dominion over the will. Thus, man
becomes a slave to sin. ln this sinful
state, he is alienated from God. By
man's own choice he consents to the
wil desires within and the Satanic forces
without.

REALITY OF SIN
The word sin has been twisted in

meaning until ¡t has become a synonym
for excitement and daring pleasure
rather úran synonymous with ev¡¡. The
growing symptoms of homosexual and
le$ian activity, liberalized åortion
laws, licensed lottering, flagrant liquor
guzzling, public profanity, l¡ttle
compassion and concern for the

under-privileged and hungry by those
living lavishly, gross immodesty, and
laughing at morality as being prudish all
reflect a passive society that does not
want to face the reality of their aril
deeds. Even some ministers have been
lulled into cowardly listlessnes in their
attitude toward sin. Today's attitude is

one of acceptance rather than
resistance. No longer is sin repulsive,
disgusting and repugnant. lt is given
respectability rather than being
shunned.

Premarital sex relations, divorce,
dancing, viewing worldly movies, and
common law living among couples are
accepted by many today as normal
experiences. Nudity and pornography,
once intolerable, are now commonly
seen in magazines, on television, and in
theaters. Moral sensitivity has indeed
been numbed.

REMEDY FOR SIN
Has the world gone too far in

overthrowing puritanical taboos? I think
so! We are speeding down a six-lane,
limited-acces, super highway and are
recklessly headed toward hell. Unlesswe
get off at the next exit, we are doomed
for destruction. lt is time to not only
cry out against sin but to aggressively
fight sin. lnstead of making alibis for
wickedness, we should tremble in fear as

we turn the spotlight on sin and expose
all that is foul, filthy, loathsome and
abominable.

Many people take sin too l¡ghtly.
They laugh and joke about it. But
iniquity is no joking matter. Only "fools
make a mock of sin." Sin is a serioùs,
sobering matter. lt must dedeplored. lt
cannot be tolerated. Too long the
Christían Community has allowed sin to
go unchallenged. When the Church fails
to resist sin, the superstructure is
gradually weakened until the building
finally collapses. The Church is

crumbling fast while some poor gullible
souls stand by, shrug their shoulders and
glibly say, "Things aren't really so bad!"

Act¡v¡t¡es once unthinkable are now
tolerated in local churches. Leaders in
local Free Will Baptist churches need to
declare dogmatically whether things are
dirty or clean, dark or light. Even things
doubtful and "gray" should be classified
æ wrong. Are we desecrating the Lord's

Day with questionable activ¡t¡es? Are
some congregat¡ons scheduling
"harmless" church ball games on
Sunday?

The prophet warns, "lf the trumpet
give an uncertain sound, who shall
prepare himself to the battle?" These
uncertain times call for thundering
exclamation points rather than
uncertain question marks.

Let's draw the line of demarcation
and declare matters of morality either
right or wrong. To tolerate social
drinking among church members is to
open the flood gates that will arentually
drown a congregation. Boldly and
unhesitatingly we must proclaim that
beer is banned, tobacco is taboo, rock
and roll is ríotous, dancing is

demoralizing, immodest attire is

iniquity, cards are carnal, movies are a
menace (whether on television or in a

$eater!) and many television programs
are trifling.

While exposing and denouncing all
forms of sin, we need to sound positive
truths that are stronger than the
negative. Exalt the good over the bad.
Teach beliwers to say "yes" to God as

well as "no" to the deì/il. Believers must
be taught to become discriminating and
discover the wholesome pleasures at the
right hand of God. For everything the
world, flesh and Satan promise, God has
something real and better. Teaching
believers rightness and wrongness
concerning issues helps the weak and
the "wishy-washy" to set a standard for
def inite decision-making.

The real thrust of the Gospel ¡s to
ct¡re sin itself. The Good News is that
through Jesus Christ's death and
resurrection man can be reconciled to
God. By drinking the water of life
ihrough faith, those who are sick are
made well.

While faithfully proclaiming God's
redeeming loving through Jesus Christ,
we must warn sinners of the alternative.
Unless they repent, they are bound for a

daril's hell.
For believers who refuse to repent,

we must warn and rebuke w¡th all
longzuffering. lf they fail to repent,
then firm discipline must be exercised in
the local church so as not to
contaminate the rest of the Body. A
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vvhat's your
problern?

By R. Eugene Waddell

QUESTION: "Does a local church have the ríght to dísmiss a
member who only attends spasmodically wíthout any
providential reason, and if so, what is the ethical way to
dismìss a member when there ís no question about a person's
character oúer lhan úe fact that he is unfaìthful ín
attending and supporting the church?"

ANSWER: Regarding spasmodic attendance,it is obvious that
zuch a member is out of harmony with the Bible. Hebrews
10:25 exhorts, "Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves
together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one
another: and so much the more as ye see the day
approaching."

Editor.in-Chief / Rufus Coffey
Administrative Editor / Eugene Wcirkman

Editorial Assistant / Susan Burgess
Circulation / Gerrv Waid

Every church member needs to realize that he is obligated
to attend and support his church. He should be reminded of
his promise in the Free Will Baptist Church Covenant: "We
will not forsake the assembling of ourselves together . . ., nor
fail to pay according to our ability for the support of the
church, of its poor, and all its benevolent work."

When one becomæ unfaithful in these areas, as you say
"without providential reason," it indicates a deeper spiritual
need. The church should seek to discover the person's real
need and try to restore the erring member to fellowship.
Theæ steps are in harmony with Matthew 18: 15-17.

lf such efforts fa¡l the Treatise preæribes the procedure
on pages 53 and 54 11974 edition). The delinquent member
should be informed that: "When a member, without
providential reasons absents himself from the meetings of the
church or refuses to support it for one year, it is considered a

violation of the covenant and sufficient reason for dismissal."
He should be given a written notice of the exact charges
against him at least one week in advance. When the church is
called into conference, the accused should be given the
opportunity to speak in his defense (even Jesus' judges
invited Him to speak for Himælf). Witnesses among the
faithful leaders of the church (preferably other than the one
who must moderate the tr¡al) should testify regarding the
member's unfaithfulness. The accused should be allowed to
ask the witnesses questions which relate to the charges. He
also should be given the privilege of calling witnesses in his
defense. After both sides are heard, the congregation should
vote and their decision is final. a


