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IF MARRIAGE GOES SOUR
{Cont. from page 3)

The Criteria (Conditions) of Divorce

The Old Testament teaching is found
in Deut. 24:1-4, Two schools of thought
existed prior to the time of Christ
among the Jewish rabbis Shammai and
Hillel. Shammai maintained that
“uncieanness” (Deut. 24:1) signified
unchastity or adultery and argued that
this crime and this alone justified a man
divorcing his wife. Hillel maintained *'if
she find no favor in his eyes’ preceding
"uncleanness’”’ {Deut. 24:1) was the
key, and that divorce could be granted
for such things as spoiling a dish either
by burning or careless seasoning. Some
Rabbis taught that a man could dismiss
his wife if he found another woman he
liked better or one who was more
beautiful. it is quite evident that in the
era before Christ divorces were granted
for reasons other than adultery. The
word adultery had a special significance
under the Jewish law which recognized
polygamy and concubinage as
iegitimate. A Hebrew might have two or
more wives or concubines, even if
married, without being guilty of the
crime of adultery {Lev. 19:20),
Adultery, according to Jewish law, was
possible only when a man dishonored
the ''free wife”” of a Hebrew (Lev.
20:10). Besides the penalty for aduitery
under the Mosaic law was death (Deut.
22:20, 21; Lev. 20:10}.

The New Testament teaching is
found in Matt, 19:1-12; Mark 10:2-12;
Luke 16:18. Divorces were common
and permitted for the most trifling and
frivolous causes during the time of our
Lord. The practice by Moses was to
prevent evils such as cruelty or murder.
From the tenor of this passage, it is
clear that the relationship of marriage
ought to be highly reverenced among
Christians. Nothing ought to terminate
it but death.
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Marriage is an indissoluble compact
between one man and ocne woman not
to be dissolved by any voluntary act of
repudiation on the part of the
contracting parties, It may be dissolved
by death, by adultery and possibly by
willful desertion (Matt. 19; | Cor. 7;
Rom. 7:1-2). Some might object to
desertion, but the wvery nature of
desertion is a dissolution of the marriage
bond. Death dissolves marriage because
it means final separation and so does
desertion. As adultery is a crime, so is
desertion. The Reformers, inctuding
Luther and Calvin, and almost without
exception all the Protestant churches,
hold that desertion is a legitimate
ground for divorce.

We must keep in mind that Christ
made only one exception in His rule to
the indissolubility of marriage. Some
have maintained that there is never a
cause for divorce, but that position is a
plain contradiction of Matt. b and Matt,
19, Jesus swept aside all pretenses for
divorce in Matt. 19 as he answered the
Pharisee’s question. Adultery destroys
monogamic family life, In adultery
another has been taken into the family
relation, |f divorce is not allowed in
such a case, the innocent party in this
marriage will be forced to live in a
polygamous state, Christ made
fornication a ground for divorce from
the bond of matrimony. in His teaching
we have a statement from the
righteousness, wisdom, insight and
rationality of the all-wise God.

The Casualties of Divorce

Marriage as an institution is greatly
tarnished through the divorce courts, it
seems as if we have lost respect for the
institution of marriage. When an easy
road is made out of marriage, proper
caution will not be exercised before
entering it. When there is an easy way
out of the troubles of married tife, we
are inviting carelessness about entering
it. Just as divorce seemingly opens a
crevice for relief from some of the
miseries of married life, by the same act
the flood gates are opened for further
complications in living. Society needs to
be impressed with the fact that the door
of marriage does not only swing
outward but inward as weil, When this is
true, society will find more happiness
and blessing in the institution,

Many of the problems individuals of
this generation face are due to the
breakdown in the family life in

American homes, Broken homes serve as
seedbeds for young people who are not
emotionally or spiritually prepared for
life,

PRACTICAL DIRECTIVES

Since marriage is a divine, designed
and during institution, the Christian
should make sure that in making his
marriage plans he is guided by the Word
of God, will of God and way of God.
God’s pattern for marriage is clearly set
forth in Genesis 1:26-31 and 2:18-25.
Christ commends the institution in
Matthew 19:1-12, and Paul sets forth
some basic principles regarding the
institution in | Corinthians 7.

Marriage is a compact between one
man and one woman to live together as
husband and wife. It can only subsist
between one man and one woman and
this union is permanent, This union can
only be dissolved by death of one of the
parties except for reasons specified in
the Word of God.

Divorce is not permanent or
temporary separation but an annuling of
the marriage relationship so that the
parties are no longer man and wife,

Marriage is an indissoluble compact
between one man and one woman, {t
must not be dissolved by a voluntary
act of repudiation on the part of the
contracting parties because it can be
dissolved only by death (Rom, 7:1-2),
witiful desertion {I Cor. 7} and adultery
{Matr, 19:1-12),

We must, in the matter of divorce, be
guided by the Word of God, will of
God and the way of God, Christ made
only one exception in His rule to the
indissolubility of marriage (Matt.
19:1-12).
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SALVATION AND SECOND MARRIAGES:
CAN THE TWO EXIST

By Fred Warner

Down through the years there have
been church-related people who hold
that persons who have been divorced
and remarried are living in adultery and
cannot become Christians except they
dissolve the present marital unions and
return to their former spouses, The
purpose of this article is to explain why
people who have been divorced and
remarried can be saved from sin without
dissolving second marriages.

WHAT GOD INTENDED

God intended for marriage to be a
“lifelong” contract. it can be dissolved
only by Biblical directives. We read in
Romans 7:2-3, “For the woman which
hath an husband is bound by the law to
her husband so long as he liveth; but if
the husband be dead, she is loosed from
the faw of her husband. So then if,
while her husband liveth, she be married
to another man, she shall be called an
adulteress: but if her husband be dead,
she is free from that law; so that she is
no adulteress, though she be married to
another man.'” This reading indicates
God intended that only death would
dissolve a marriage.

There is, however, one exception
whereby a marriage can be dissolved on
scriptural  grounds outside of death.
Jesus Himself taught such an exception,
and there is no contradiction between
what Jesus taught and what Paul said in
Romans 7:2-3. Paul did not make the
exception, but Jesus Himself did! (Note
Matthew 5:32 and Matthew 19:9))
Matthew 19:9 says, “And | (Jesus) say
unto you, Whosoever shall put away his
wife, except it be for fornication, and

shall marry another, committeth
adultery: and whoso marrieth her which
is put away doth commit adultery.”
One can see the importance of the
phrase “‘except it be for fornication”
better by reading the verse without the
phrase and then with it. If one of the
parties in the marriage has been
unfaithful te the other and
reconciliation and fidelity in the
marriage is not possible, then the
innocent party has the scriptural right
to put the unfaithful party away thus
dissolving the marriage.

The student of the Scriptures must
remember that there is no contradiction
between Scriptures. We cannot’ isolate
any one Scripture by itsetf for a valid
interpretation on any subject, but we
must put all the Scriptures on a given
subject together to arrive at the proper
conclusion. Therefore, it is wrong to use
one Scripture to contradict another,

Romans 7:2-3 and Matthew 19:9
cannot be taken separately if we are 10
arrive at the proper interpretation. Paul
is talking about the ideal in Romans
7:2-3, and Jesus is stating the one
exception to that ideal in Matthew 19:9
and Matthew 5:32.

GROUNDS FOR REMARRIAGE

Remarriage without scriptural
grounds for divorce (fornication)
constitutes adultery. But what should
be done when one has remarried
without scriptural grounds for divorce?
Can either or both parties be saved from
their sins while they are still living in
adultery?

TOGETHER?

The problem is that most people do
not understand what constitutes
aduitery. Even if a couple has been
separated, divorced, and remarried
without scriptural grounds, and are
indeed living in adultery, they are no
less living in adultery 15 years after they
are married than they were the first
night they were married. It only takes
one act of sex to constitute adultery!
When such people see their need of
Christ and ask God to forgive them of
their sins, then they are forgiven of the
sin of adultery that was in effect
committed the first night they were
martied. Therefore, they are no longer
living in adultery.

SALVATION NOT DETERMINED
BY MARITAL STATUS

Nowhere in Scripture is one's
salvation determined by his marital
status. The terms of salvation are the
same for everyone regardiess of their
circumstances: “. .. repentance toward
God, and faith toward our Lord Jesus
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