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A Virginia couple helps spread the
Gospel despite their “call to stay.”

WhatCanIDo?

By William Steele

“What can | do?” is a question heard
thousands of times, and it usually comes
from those who are hoping the answer is
nothing. Since they do not want to do
anything anyway, they can always find
an excuse when confronted with a
possibility, In that way they continue
their status of doing nothing.

There is no excuse for a Christian
who does nothing, or who says he can
do nothing to further the work of the
Lord. Wilton and Marie Goff prove that
no matter what the situation is, a person
can do something for the Lord and His
work.

The Goffs are members of Chestnut
Hill Free Will Baptist Church, Big
Island, Virginia. They live some b miles
from their church. Neither of them can
drive; they do not even own an
automobile. They depend on the church
bus or some concerned Christian to
bring them to church.

To reach the nearest highway, this
devout couple must walk over a mile
down a mountain side, Even though it
may be snowing, sleeting, raining, hot or
cold, night or day, seldom do Brother
and Sister Goff miss a service at
Chestnut Hill. They are there Sunday
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morning, Sunday night {even for
C.T.S.), Wednesday night and any other
night there is a service. They also attend
all-day meetings which convene at the
church, |f there is a work day at the
church or any other activity that
requires the volunteer help of members,
Marie is always there to babysit for
mothers who must bring their children.
Brother Goff is usually there to carry
water, hold a ladder or do whatever he
is able.

The unusual circumstance in the lives
of these 2 people is that they are
both disabled. Since a sawmill accident
some years ago in which one hand was
sawed and very madly mangled, Brother
Goff has only had the use of one hand.
He also has very poor eyesight. A recent
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operation has improved his eyesight
some. Not long ago Brother Goff said,
“Brother Steele, last Sunday was the
first time | have been able to see you in
the pulpit after all these vyears | have
been listening to you preach.’” Sister
Goff has a disablement in both of her
feet and legs.

Their livelihood consists of a few
days of house cleaning for neighbors on
the part of Marie and of the small
compensation check from Social
Security which Wilton receives each
month. They are always faithful to the
Lord to give of their meager income and
usually outgive others in their church in
proportion to their income.

At Chestnut Hill Church every
Sunday school class has a missions bank,
Brother Wilton has charge of collecting
for missions in the Adult class and Sister
Marie has charge of collecting for
missions in the MNursery class. The
church seldom has more than 70 in
attendance, yet every quarter these 2
people coliect nearly $50 each. Even
though they are disabled, are over 60
years of age, and have very little income
and no reqular means of transportation,
the quarter from January to March,
1975, Wilton collected just over $98
and Marie collected $45. Since they
take their missions banks with them
everywhere, each quarter sees an
increase in the amount they coliect, For
the second quarter, April through June,
Brother Goff collected over $118 and
Mrs. Goff exceeded $58. Both of them
say they will increase this amount next
quarter.

Is there a need to repeat the
question, “What can 1 do?” Get some
missions banks {used medicine bottles
are fine) in those Sunday school classes.
Give them to those folks that have been
neglected, who some have decided are
not worth bringing to church and are a
hindrance to the church. Let those who
have been neglected do something for
the glory of God. They will welcome
the chance.

Brother and Sister Goff may be
hindered physically, but they are not a
hindrance to their church. I there were
a few able-bodied folks that were just
half as concerned and faithful to God
and their church as the Goffs are, the
Lord’s message could be gotten to all
the ends of the earth a little sooner.

What can you do for the Lord? What
are you doing to further the Kingdom'’s
work? A









book became living mandates which
demanded their implementation,

| am convinced that the decision to
involve the interns in this enlargement
campaign will prove to be most
beneficial in my future as a pastor.
Through the experience and foresight of
others | have received an even greater
opportunity to reap the bountiful
harvest.

As A Board Member — The success
of the Miracle Day campaign has
reaffirmed my belief that Sunday school
can be operative in our present society.
People have changed with the times, but
the principles that made Sunday schools
successful in early America stiil hold
fast. Let me reemphasize, the success of
Sunday school is undeniably affected by
the nature of our vision.

The past efforts of our Sunday

School Board have not been misguided.
Teachers and pastors must be trained,
Literature and methods must be
updated. However, any progress in these
or any other areas, brilliant as it may be,
will be overshadowed if we do not
recognize the principles that give
Sunday school its very life. We must
remember that Sunday school is a
layman’s organization; and if the laity
does not vitally realize this, the Sunday
school will become a dormant auxiliary
of the local church.

As our state board opened itself to
the suggestions of participating pastors,
the unanimous desire was in the area of
a continuation of this format. Why the
unanimity? Because the laity of the
various churches was now utilizing the
Sunday school as its avenue for service,
and as a result exciting things were

happening. With the layman uppermost
in our thoughts we can now move
toward the development of a growing,
edifying Sunday school.

CONCLUSION

in His wisdom God had far-reaching
purposes when He guided men into the
Miracle Day campaign. The present state
of 15 churches has been altered as they
each have witnessed the enabling power
of God. The fullest impact will be
known only when we shall see the final
result of our labors in the vineyard. My
philosophy of the pastoral ministry has
been changed, and my life shail never be
the same because | saw what God did on
"Miracte Day.” A
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QUESTION: It seems like a
lot of the Free Will Baptists
in our area are getting soft on
communism. Do you think
this is a general trend in the
church?

QUESTION: What did Jesus
mean when He said, “Except
your righteousness exceed the
righteousness of the scribes
anhd Pharisees, ye shall not

enter the kingdom of
heaven’?
QUESTION: “When Cain

killed Abel, God sent him to
the fand of Nod. Where is the
land of Nod?”

whats your

problem?

By R. Eugene Waddell

ANSWER: I'm afraid there is a trend away
from the staunch, militant anti-communist
position. This probably results from public
apathy. It is so easy for us to become like the
rest of the country. | believe the liberal leftist
press has brainwashed our country into feeling
that there is no communist threat,

However, there is another danger we need to
be aware of. That is the danger of spending all
our time fighting communism and failing to
preach the Gospel. Some people who are very
opposed to communism just don’t feel justified
in taking up so much of their time fighting
communism while the world is going to hell.

ANSWER: Though the scribes and Pharisees
dispfayed a great deal of outward religious
formality, they failed to experience God's
righteousness in their hearts.

Only as one submits to the righteousness of
Christ can he be qualified to live a righteous life
before God. So the weakest true believer is
capable of surpassing the most religious {in
form only} of the scribes and Pharisees because
the true believer has Christ living in him. Christ,
therefore, enables the believer to live a
righteous life. This righteous life is not, though,
a mystical secret. However, as this entire
chapter (Matthew 5} shows us, the Lord
expects works as an outgrowth of faith and
very high standards of performance. It is in this
sense that the Christian is enabled by the Holy
Spirit to live a clean life on the outside because
of the true righteousness of Christ on the
inside. This outward, pure life is then observed
by the people of the world, and they are drawn
to Christ — not by the outward show of
pretended works, but by the power of the Holy
Spirit shining through the Christian’s life.

ANSWER: We cannot be sure where Nod was
any more than where Eden was. We only know
Cain dwelt east of Eden. Most scholars attach
more importance to the meaning of the word
“Nod" than its geographical location. The word
“Nod” means wandering or straying. It reminds
us of Cain’s banishment from God’s presence.
God probably intends to contrast man's
fellowship with Him in Eden and his exile from
Him in ““Nod” {Genesis 4:15). A

The Use
Of Wine

By Robert Picirilli

| don't think 1{'ve had occasion
previously in this column to indicate
that the Greek word aoinos, translated
"wine' in the New Testament, can refer
either to fermented wine or to fresh
juice. Some New Testament references
might be one, others might be the other,
Consequently, one cannot prove — as
many would like to prove — that Jesus
turned the water to fermented wine, for
exampie,

Some recent research has also shown
that oinos had a third meaning: nametly,
wine mixed with water, The mixture
itself could be called oinos. A recent
article by Robert H. Stein in
Christianity Today provides some
helpful information about ancient
practices. Stein thinks the mixture most
probably in use in Palestine during
New Testament times was 3 parts water
to 1 of wine,

Stein also quotes ancient sources to
show that drinking unmixed wine was
wideiy frowned on even among
nonreligious people. One Greek writer
said: ““To those who mix and drink it
moderately, it gives good cheer; but if
you overstep the bounds, it brings
violence. Mix it half and half, and you
get madness; unmixed, bodily collapse.”
Another Greek poet wrote: “The best
measure of wine is neither much nor
very little; For ‘tis the cause of either
grief or madness. !t pleases the wine to
be the fourth, mixed with three
nymphs” {parts of water}.

Stein believes that Old Testament
references to ‘‘strong drink’” mean
unmixed wine or wine mixed with too
little water, He makes this interesting
point: “To consume the amount of
alcohot that is in 2 martinis by drinking
wine containing 3 parts water to 1 part
wine, one would have to drink over 22
glasses, 1n other words, it is possible to
become intoxicated from wine mixed
with 3 parts of water, but one’s drinking
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EQUAL TIME LAW
IN TENNESSEE HELD
UNCONSTITUTIONAL

CINCINNAT! (EP} — A federal
appeals court has overruled a
1973 Tennessee law requiring
public school biology texts to give
the biblical account of creation
equal space with evolution.

The Sixth U.S. Circuit Court of
Appeals said the ilaw
unconstitutionally established a
preference for the biblical point
of view,

It said the faw was a new
version "of the legisiative effort to
suppress the theory of evolution
which preceded the famous
Scopes Monkey Trial of 1925,

The court noted that the 1973
act of the Tennessee legislature
did not outlaw the teaching of
evolution, but it claimed that the
purpose was the same as that
which provoked the Scopes trial,

in 1925, John T, Scopes was
tried and convicted in Dayton,
Tenn., on charges of violation of
the so-called “Monkey Law.”” The
anti-evolution statute remained on
the Tenn. booksuntil repeal in ‘67,

Corrupted Law

Brings Corruption

PART X

SUPERFICIAL FAITH
VS.
SAVING FAITH

By Leroy Forlines

As a follow-up on the series on law
and grace, | would like to elaborate on
what is involved in saving faith, The
statement, “We are saved by faith
alone,” is a true statement; but it is
subject to a superficial understanding
which results in a superficial faith, A
superficial faith does not result in
conversion. in my opinion, one of the
great tragedies of our day is the
experience of superficial faith on the

to Grace

part of so many who make professions
of faith.

There is no way to totally avoid
getting the response of superficial faith,
but we can reduce the risk factors. If we
can, we must because there is no harder
field in America than that of getting
unconverted church members saved.

Superficial faith results from a
superficial understanding of what saving
faith involves, The problem does not
center in the meaning of the word faith.
Many attempts to deal with the problem
of superficial faith seek to define the
word "‘faith” in such a way that it solves
the problem, This is not the probiem.
The secret is not to be found in
understanding the meaning of the
Hebrew and Greek words for faith.




The secret is found in the meaning of
the word “‘salvation.” We are talking
about saving faith. Saving faith is faith
that has as its goal salvation, That being
true, we want to know what salvation is,
Salvation involves justification (the
forgiveness of sins and restoration to a
right standing with God) and
sanctification (a change of one's
experience with God and sin}.

tf saving faith believes for salvation,
it follows that the one who believes for
salvation realizes a need for salvation.
To realize a need for salvation means
that the person is under conviction. He
knows that he stands guilty and rightly
condemned by God. He knows that he
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is in the power of sin and cannot serve
God until God forgives him of his sins
and changes his life. Because of this
feeling of need, he is very interested
when he hears that Jesus settled his guilt
problem when He paid the penalty of
sin on the cross. He is very interested
when he hears that Jesus can change his
life. He is especiatly interested when he
hears that Jesus will forgive him and

change him if he will believe. When he
exercises saving faith, it grows out of a
feeling of need and a desire to have his
sins forgiven and his life changed. He
wants to be restored to a functioning
feliowship with God. Such a faith is not

superficial, It will result in forgiveness
and change. Such a person is not simply
attempting to escape hell; he wants to
live in a way that will be pleasing to
God. .Y

cg/zamé you /or your giﬁs to t/le .

COOPERATIVE PLAN OF SUPPORT

June 1975
RECEIPTS:
State June '75 June 74 Year
Co-Op Design. to Date

Alabama $ e b - $ ... $ 121594
Arizona 681.39 (681.39) 9.00 800.07
Arkansas 920.18 798.83 8,632.61
California 479.63 595.92 3,439.78
Florida 578.46 1,000.81 5,5689.96
Georgia 30.00 177.01 750,03
Idaho 124,20 387.18
Iinois 6,730.75
Indiana e 460.35
Kansas 405.86 1,213.56
Kentucky s - 88.80
Maryland 45.00 96.87 225.00
Michigan 50.95 42.30 137.80
Mississippi 78.10 e 52.88 545.60
Missouri 3,448.14 (3,448.14) 2,462.49 18,316.62
New Mexico - - - 86.36
North Carolina 75.00 138.00 525.61
Northwest Assoc. 33.72 23.88 280.22
Ohio 1,299.52 ... 627.20 5,697.83
Oklahoma 8,660.61 (8,526.65) 2,162,651 29.616.24
Tennessee 184.93 167.18 2,390,78
Texas 25.00 - 1,009.74
Virginia 24.91 77.98 214,31
Wyoming e 25,00 ca
Totals $17,145.60 $8,457.66 $88,355.14
DISBURSEMENTS:
Executive Office $ 5,791.168 (1,600.62) $4,371.34 $34,689.28
Foreign Missions 4,120.95 (4,044.82) 1,5682.12 18,370.84
Bible College 2,26742 (2,189.60) 866.43 11,466.44
Home Missions 2,287.05 (2,231.83) 780.85 10,357.89
Church Training Ser. 1,132.74 (1,093.87) 39543 5,8678.75
Retirement & Ins, 880.32  (B41.45) 292.32 4,657.69
Layman’s Board 452 .28 (441.81) 122.63 1,942.45
Commission on Theo-

logical Liberalism 106.68 (105.18) 36.54 455.64
Miscellaneous 107.00  (107.00) 10.00 736.16
Totals $17,145.60 $8,457.66 $88,355.14
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A CONSCIOUSNESS OF
OWNERSHIP
{Cont, from page 13)

awfully unimportant, Then I'd become
conscious that | was God's man., My
business was to do what He told me. So
i"d get up and preach like there was 500
in the congregation. The last few years
the Lord has blessed me with larger
congregations of people. Sometimes |
get to feeling rather proud of myself,
and suddeniy the still small voice of the
Lord reminds me that | am just the
property of the Lord. You see, |'m His
when confusion reigns supreme in the
crowd around me, and I'm His in the
guietness of the midnight hour, I'm His
when 1'm being applauded by men, and
I'm His when my stand against sin
makes me and my family feel fonely and
deserted, I'm His,

Who owns you? Friend, you'd better
get that matter settled before you read
| Corinthians 4:1,2. Don’t try being a
pastor until you know you are the
Lord's. Don’'t try being an
evangelist until you know you are the
Lord's. There will be times when you
will forget who owns you, and you'lt go
in your own strength. Then when you
sit in that lonely discouraged place,
you'll suddenly be reminded you're not
your own; you belong to Christ. And
then vou’ll know, praise God vyou'il
know, you are not alone. Discover
foraver, “Ye are Christ's."”

LET OTHERS SEE YOU AS
THE PROPERTY OF CHRIST

After you have made this great
discovery, then you are ready to let
others see you as the property of Christ.
We are ambassadors of the King of the
kingdom of Heaven. We have received a
royal appointment. Jesus told His
disciples, “As my father hath sent me,
so send | you,” Wherever you are, in
school, at work, in the service, at play,
in the worship service, in church
conference, in the quarterly conference,
the state association, and preacher, even
during the National Associational
meeting, people should be able to see
your master manifested in your life. I'm
amazed at how some act and react
during the National Association.
Brethren, it's not enough that the world
knows who owns me, that the church
knows; | want vyou, my preacher

brethren, to know that | am the Lord’s.
| belong to Jesus. That's more
important than for you to think I'm a
goed preacher, or a good pastor, or a
good leader. You must see that | am the
Lord’s. Let everybody see you as
Christ’'s property. Let men see us as
ministers of Christ, Let men see us as
stewards of the mysteries of God.

| said we were the Lords by fact of
purchase. That makes us servants — to
some degree, a slave, The owner of a
slave could do as he pleased with his
slave, He could beat him, work him,
starve him, separate him from his
family; he could even kill him. But there
Is an even more beautiful picture here.
We are bond servants, Servants by
choice. In Exodus 21 we find the
description of the bondsman whose
desire is to be a slave rather than a free
man. So he gave up his freedom and
sold himself into servitude for all the
rest of his life. You did that. Now, we
are stewards of the mysteries of God,
slaves commanded by our master to
carry the news of salvation to a lost
world,

When [ see myself as the property of
Christ, then | am privileged to let others
see me as His property, Then | am
privileged to tell them that they can
have what | have by believing in and
receiving Jesus Christ as Savior and
Lord. A steward is one who is left in
charge of the master’s property. It isn’t
his, but he protects it in order that he
can present it to the master when he
returns. This brings responsibitity and
accountability,

Paul begins Chapter 4 by saying,
“Moreover it is required . . . that a man
be found faithful,” That word required
means no excuse or aiternative. It is
required for fellowship with Christ.
Those blood-bought servants who have
become servants by choice are required
to be faithful. That word faithful means
dependable, trustworthy and constant,

We are stewards for God, servants of
God, children of God, citizens of His
eternal kingdom. We are His possession,
His creation; and He has a right to
demand faithfulness.

Now when you and | and our church
get a consciousness of ownership, then
the flame of revival will begin to flicker.
it's not hard to get people to love each
other, to attend worship regularly, to
tithe, to work, to witness, to read their
Bible, to pray, and to serve if they first
get it settled as to who owns them, A










