





CONDUCTING THE BUSINESS

GENERAL BOARD
QUICK AND QUIET

The shortest General Board session in
a decade inaugurated the 39th annual
convention’s business agenda. Dr. J. D.
O'Donnell, moderator, gaveled his way
through the 4'%-hour Monday morning
resume. There were plenty of empty
chairs in the Cotillion Room as only
General Board members and a few
nonmembers made an appearance. A
sleepy, probably somewhat deceptive
caim, prevailed until the motion to
adiourn.

Departmental budgets received
routine unanimous approval in
anticipation of recommending the
various reports to the voting delegation
on Wednesday. With the exception of
the Home Missions Department's
extended presentation, the General
Board shuttled from presentation to
aloption with casualness,

One General Board member pled to
have board members receive the Digest
of Reports earlier. A slight deviation
from previous years saw the Committee
on Committees bypassed; in its place
the moderator and his assistant
appointed the Credentials, Nominating,
and Resolutions Committees. Executive
Secretary Rufus Coffey presented initial
plans for a Free Will Baptist national
embiem.

business proceedings.

MICHIGAN SCHOOL TEACHER, Violet Cox, Hazel Park, listens intently during

THE CROWNSMEN from Free Will Baptist Bible College, Nashville, Tennessee, sing
prior to the Wednesday morning business session. Quartet members are left to right:
Doug Little, Steve Ashby, Gwyn Pugh and Randy Riggs.

CN THE FLOOR

The Educational Study Committee,
chaired by Dr. Douglas J. Simpson of
Tennessee, received funding for one
more year, By a substantial majority,
the nearly 800 delegates approved the
document which the committee had
prepared during the past year. The
paper assesses the scope of Christian
education and suggests guidelines to
start and/or maintain a Bible institute,
Christian day school or Bible college.
This committee was born at the 1974
convention after some controversial
discussion that questioned whether it
should be brought into existence.

That 4:00 p.m. motion made on
Wednesday concerning a ‘‘convention
dress code’ was well-intentioned,
probably needed, but could also end up
as a “'snipe” hunt, On the other hand,
the men who advocated the dress code
regulations are smart enough to know
that you don‘t have to get some
motions enacted to do some good: just
bringing the problem to the attention of
the National Association often acts as a
deterrent sufficient to cure the ailment.
That is a version of the “ounce of
prevention’” theory. At any rate, the

WITH HANDS RAISED, Ted Wilbanks
emphasizes a point in his messdge during the
NYC keynote service Sunday night.

CTS Board is saddied with that
gargantuan task of drawing up
guidelines regarding "hair and hemlines’”
for those participating in national
functions by convention time next year.

(Please turn to page 6)
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FREE WI{LL BAPTISTS
DISCOVER DAYTON
{Cont, from p. 5}

A voting delegation of nearly 800
adopted a 1976 budget for the national
departments totaling almost 5 million
doliars, The budgets for 3 departments
exceed one million: Sunday School,
Foreign Missions and Free Will Baptist
Bible College. As expected strong
resolutions criticizing offensive
television programming and the menace
of alcohol passed unanimously. The
Historical Commission unveiled plans to
pubiish a bicentennial history of each
state work by 1976. Home Missions
Director Bob Shockey called for
100" new churches to be organized by
July, 1976. The Sunday School
Department report showed they
surpassed one million dollars in sales for
the second consecutive year.

No doubt one man who greatly
contributed to the easygoing convention
climate was National Moderator Dr, J.
D. O'Donnell. He was visibly relaxed
when presiding over business sessions
and did so with discernment. He was
reelected to his fifth consecutive year as
moderator, Executive Secretary Rufus
Coffey was unopposed in his election to
a fifth 2-year term in office,

The delegates voted to hold the 1978
session in Kansas City, Missouri. The
1976 convention will be held in Tulsa,
Oklahoma, and the 1877 session in
Detroit, Michigan.

The body seemingly contradicted
itself by defeating 2 proposals that the
General Board sent to the floor. The
Beard recommended a constitutional
change whereas the appointment of the
chief executive officer of each standing
board would have been subject to the
confirmation of the National
Association at its next regularly
scheduled meeting. Since the vote was
negative, this means that each
departmental director will continue to
be selected by the department’s board
without confirmation by the body.
However, it did not extend the same
consideration to the executive secretary
who will continue to be nominated by
the convention nominating committee
and elected by the body for a 2-year
term of service. The General Board had
proposed that the executive secretary
would be nominated by the Executive
Committee and elected by the body for
an indefinite term of service,

tn other action concerning the
executive secretary, the body voted to
accept the ftreatise change that the
services of the executive secretary may
be reviewed by the request of 7
members of the General Board, Such
services shall be terminated upon a
90-day notice by either his resignation,
a majority vote of the National
Association or the majority vote of the
General Board in the called session.

STATISTICS

Registration for the main convention
reached 3,081 this year, an increase of
135 over the number registered in 1974,
The greatest gain of 107 came in the
category of ministers, An unhealthy
trend was indicated by the fact that 27
fewer lay representatives from local
churches officially represented.

The 1975 registration shows the
following statistics; 148 local church
delegates from 24 states; 103 district
and state associationat delegates from
23 states; 62 foreign and home
missionaries from 8 countries including
the U.S.; 11 lay delegates from standing
boards; and 712 ministers from 29
states. There were 2,045 nondelegates
from 29 states.

CONVENTION EXTRAS

CTS AND FWBBC

Deviating from
Wednesday morning at 11 am.,
conventioneers were treated to special
presentations by the Church Training
Service Department and Free Will
Baptist Bible Cotllege. in a strong bid to
refurbish its public image from a
child-oriented program, the Church
Training Service Department introduced
a new audio-visual presentation “CTS —
The Family Place.”” Dr. Malcom Fry,
director, and his staff are working
overtime to correct the erroneous image
some had projected that CTS was geared
“for children only.” The well-produced
filmstrip clearly shows that CTS is a
famiiy-oriented program which fills a
needy gap in the Free Will Baptist
training cycle.

Dean and Mrs. Charles Thigpen in
cooperation with students and alumni
of Free Willi Baptist Bible College told
the almost breathtaking story of
FWBBC from its inception through
1975, The 30-minute presentation
demonstrated the worldwide impact of
the college since 1942. After viewing

the business on -

the gradual but stable success of
FWBBC, Richard Cordell, president of
the Alumni Association, remarked
appropriately, “The Bible College moves
slowly, but it moves well,” May it
continue to be so,

PASTOR'S DINNER

Noted Bible conference speaker and
radio evangelist Dr, Lehman Strauss
pressed the ministers present for the
1975 Pastor’'s Dinner for excelience in
their homes and personal lives. Strauss
assured the dinner crowd of 686 that
“the private life of a minister is very
important before he shows himself in
public.”” The major thrust of his lecture
focused on the pastor's marriage,
morals and money.

Strauss's low-keyed cautions advised
his audience that “‘at times it could be
more spiritual for a preacher to go play
ball with his son than to sit in his study
preparing sermons.” He warned against
the temptation to become mercenary
toward the ministry and lobbied for a
strong physical fitness program in the
life of every pastor, Dr, Strauss, who has
authored some 16 books, said
repeatedly, “We don't work for men;
we work for God.” Further he made a
strong bid that ministers be so
consistent in their private lives that
when in public they can “preach what
they practice!’’

Strauss met with favorable audience
response when bemoaning widespread
preacher absenteeism from the home at
the expense of the children,

LAYMAN'S BREAKFAST

Sunday school revivalist and layman,
Leon Kitbreth, told 400 early risers that
every Christian must face the
challenge of following Jesus. Speaking
from Philippians 3, Kilbreth beat the
drum for laymen to “get excited about
Jesus.” The graying, nattily attired
Southern Baptist decried any allegiances
which dethroned Christ in daily living.
Kilbreth quipped, “You can't get a
thing done in Baptist churches for the
traditions that bind the peopie.’” He
atlowed as how the world was standing
on the street corners making fun of the
church because of inconsistencies in
practical fiving.

NOTICE

Because of the extensive coverage of the 1975
Mational Association, all standing features are
omitted from this issue,
















“CHARGE!" is the command sword drill contestants wait to hear before beginning

their search for the given Scripture.

NORTH CAROLINA PASTOR Roy Rikard, Cramerton, oscillates from sheer
enjoyment to reproof as he speaks Sunday morning,

place winners came to the platform for
a plague and appropriate recognition.

... WITH BILL JONES AT THE
MISSIONARY SERVICE

A crowd of near 3,600 listened as
Bill Jones promised them, “God can be
trusted ... God will direct His people
... God can and will meet every need.”
Wednesday evening at the Dayton
Convention Center Jones, who s
president of Hillsdale Free Will Baptist
College, refused to succumb to
preservice jitters; instead he told his
audience, ‘I as the preacher am not on
trial here tonight; you arel”

Preaching from Philemon 4.6, the
tall, 3B-year-old college administrator
declared that ““God makes the
difference between possibility and
reality . .. that there are no spectators
in God's plan.”” Jones, strikingly attired
in a silver pin-striped black suit, called
for commitment to a ‘‘no-strings-
attached love” among Christians. He
had developed his theme of a sharing,
effectual faith along 3 major lines: its
source .., its actual sharing... its
sequence.

Earlier in the evening Don Robirds
and Roy Thomas introduced to the
denomination some 76 home and
foreign missionaries and missionary
appointees. Rolling applause and a
standing ovation from the national
convention delegates embraced the
missionary family.

An emotion charged congregation
watched the changing-of-the-guard for
the Foreign Missions Department as
long time director, "J. Reford Wilson,
stood 1o be honored and thanked by his
denomination and the Foreign Missions

Board for his 13% years of service, Dr.
Joe Ange, chairman, read a fitting
tribute to the departing director and
presented him with an appropriate
plague from the department. Jack
Williams, representing the California
State Association, stepped guickly to
the microphone to join with the Foreign
Missions Board in honoring Wilson with
yet another plague. Wave upon wave of
applause broke across the pilatform
in recognition of J. Reford Wilson's
years of service and loyalty to the
denominational missions program. It
took no more than 5 minutes for the
stender Qklahoman to make the public
transition from director to, as he calls it,
"another phase of God's design for my
life.” He assumes an academic gown at
Hillsdale Free Will Baptist College in
Moore, Oklahoma.

There is something special about J.
Reford Wilson, The Foreign Missions
Board recognized that '‘special
something” in 1962 when Reford was
appointed as General Director. He has
served with distinction.

Rolla Smith of Springfield, Missouri,
was named as successor to Wilson. The
new director stepped into his role citing
it as "‘a great honor and a fearful
responsibility.’” He challenged with *|
beg you on hehalf of our Lord and
untold millions who have never heard
the Gospel to give of vourself, your
children, your finances.” Smith had
previously declared, "I am going for
broke to put my whole soul and, if God
desires, the rest of my life in Free Will
Baptist foreign missions."’

A record missions offering of
$8,995.00 to be equally shared by the
Home and Foreign Missions
Departments was received at this

Missions Night service.

Nearly 2% hours slipped by before
Rufus Coffey finally called for a
4-minute prayer conclusion to the
lengthy service, At 10:00 p.m. on
Wednesday evening the denomination
had a new Foreign Missions Director; J.
Reford Wilson had entered a new
dimension of Christian service; and Bill
Jones had delivered his soul.

... BEFORE THE CLOSING GAVEL
FELL

Billy Morris swept the convention-
weary delegates into the last worship
service on Thursday morning at 11:00
a.m. The Virginia pastor’s sweet attitude
sent the folks home happy with that
“I've been preached to” feeling., Morris
gave assurance of God’s power being
available for today’s tasks. He
reminisced about his conversion and
experiences at Bible college while
pointing out that ‘victory is not
imitating the successes of others.” Billy
Morris is an avid Bible reader who
recommends the same for anybody who
will listen to him. For those who follow
his counset, Morris smiled a guarantee,
“The Bible will bring us through the
crisis hour.””

Newly appointed Foreign Missions
Director Rolla Smith paid tribute to 3
missionary couples who have recently
resigned after 57 years of combined
service: Herbert Waids of Japan (16
years), Dan Merkhs of France ({15
years}), Dan Cronks of India {26 years).
Waid and Merkh will assume pastorates
while Cronk continues in his third year
of teaching missions at Free Will Baptist
Bible College in Nashville, Tennessee a
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