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Biblical Interpretations

Practiced by Contemporary
criptorians

By Wade Jernigan

Many and various are the types of
interpretation practiced by
contemporary scriptorians of our day.
One must be careful with what ear he
listens. Bibtical jargon and religious
phraseology does not make a speaker
scripturally correct. Remember no one
can pour forth more ‘‘so-called proof
texts” than some member of a religious
cult,

Various kinds of interpretation are
possibly without number, but these
have been observed in operation by this
writer,

Convenient — When the interpreter

gets the wind drift, he has the tendency

to go along. There are several reasons

why one will resort to such a system.
More than likely, it will sterh from one
of these areas. The first is laziness. Being
too lazy to study that he might rightly
divide, he goes along with the most
authoritative voice at a given time.
Another area is the fear of being
contradictory or being contradicted.
Deep within are voices that cry out,
“You may get snowed under.” So,
rather than be “showed up,” the fellow
drifts with the trend. I at a given point
he can no fonger agree, he simply clams
up rather than engage in verbal warfare.
Then there is ashamedness. Growing out
of timidity and hesitancy, ashamedness
conquers the will to speak up, There

ABOUT THE WRITER: Mr. Jernigan is
president of California Christian College,
Fresno. He is widely used in the
denomination as a conference and revival
speaker, He s the author of the
recently released book ““The Unsealed Book.”

seems to be the urge to speak the truth,
but the effort might put one in il light.
“Best be silent” becomes the policy.

Contemnporary ~ — This type of
interpretation is whatever might be the
current whim of the religious society.
Popularity breeds on the
“preferredness’” of this method. No
study is required. No real thought is
expected. All one need do is stick his
ear to the rail and listen. Vibrations
down the track keep him up on what's
“in." Characteristic of this kind of
interpreter is changing from one
theological camp to another or a
constant changing of denominations, In
the name of "so-called independency,”
the individual simply changes to suit his
current view and proceeds.

Commentary - In this case, one's
favorite commentator becomes his
voice. Parroting what the sage has
written is standard procedure. Mentality
of this interpreter is suspect since he
demonstrates the inability to think for
himself. Within many denominations in
America there is what may be called
“Scofieldism.” Quoting his “inspired’’
notes articulately is the ultra ambition
of many. Larkin, Darby, Miller and a
few other past ilfogical interpreters have
become the patron saints.

Considerate — No utterance comes
forth without sufficient recognition for
the other fetlow’s belief. Generally, any
words coming from the employer of this
scheme are prefaced with a “'you have a
right to your opinion.” Or a fraudulent
view of “be careful of one another's
happiness” is espoused. So much
consideration is given to the thoughts of

others that no profit comes from an
encounter., A kind of ‘“sameness’”
emerges which smacks of ““a watered
down attitude.” Feelings of others are
guarded to the point that nothing with
conviction can be propounded.

Convictional — Having preconceived
ideas about what the Bible teaches, the
persan using this method sees that
everything conforms to his belief.
Regardless what the Bible has to say on
a subject, no change in views will be
forthcoming, AIll Scriptures are
interpreted in the light of the person’s
established belief pattern.

Compromising — When with the
group that holds his persuasion, he
loudly speaks out, but at the first note
of difference a changing of gears
modifies the stand. Cowardice is
characteristic of this worthless creature.
One’s point should be stated clearly and
firmly, not to the exclusion of others,
bhut not weakened to conformity either.
Some issues cannot allow compromise.
Any change at all will destroy the whole
structure. Not one color, one stripe or
one star can be altered in the American
flag and it still be the ensign of our
country, No compromise either can be
permitted in God's standard.

Carelessness — Respect for other
Scriptures that bear on a given subject
are chucked to the wind. Private
interpretation of isolated texts is
practiced. Scriptures are wrested from
their true meaning under this system.
Authorities are never consulted.
Teachers are given no respect. An
off-the-cuff, flippant meaning is poured
forth as the truth.



Calloused — This is a method of
dealing with the wrong thing at the
wrong time with a stubbornness that
says, ''I'm right and | don't care who it
hurts.”” No tact is demonstrated. Often
the man that follows this type goes
quite frequently into a tirade that only
tends to damage. Every feeling and
emotion of others is cast overboard and
the interpreter loudly proclaims, “I'm
not going to compromise for anybody!”’

Cuftural Interpretation — Somehow
this is practiced more by honest,
God-fearing people than they wouid like
to admit. Nearly everything one teaches
under this system is colored by the

upbringing and background. MNothing

can be viewed and espoused unless the
traditional is applied. One’s mind is not
allowed to ponder some new thought
that may dawn upon his mind. Such
must be relegated to the back of the
mind and left dormant. No regard can
be given to Christ’s statement that a
good scribe will bring forth both
something oild and new. Branding
everyone who would dare promote a
new idea as “‘heretical,’”” the cultural
interpreter slides along in the accepted
mold. No subject is broached without
the cuitural tinting every thought.
Correct — "Study to shew thyself
approved unto God, a workman that
needeth not to be ashamed, rightly
dividing the word of truth,” |l Timothy
2:15, A
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FREE WILL BAPTIST

MOVE TO NEW CHURCH AIDS YOUNG CHURCH IN
FALL ENLARGEMENT CAMPAIGN VICTORY

WASHINGTON, N.C. — The month of
October proved to be a high mark for
the young congregation of Peace Chapel
Free Will Baptist Church at Washington
when they averaged 106 in attendance
towin Division G of the F all Enlargement
Campaign sponsored by the
National Sunday Scheol Department.
Having been worshiping in their new
facilities less than 2 months, the
congregation experienced a 86.4%
increase during the campaign over their
average attendance of b7 for the quarter
April through June., The high
attendance for the campaign was 115,

Pastor Jerry McClary says that the
excitement within the congregation is
not due solely to the number attending,
but to the fact that souls are being saved
and that God has given a wide open
door of opportunity to minister in the
community.

The new church was built at a cost of
approximately $35,000 with much of
the labor being donated by the
members, The building is valued over
$90,000 at the present time. Actual
construction on the building began

January 11, 1975, following
ground-breaking services on December
29 on an acre plet donated by Mr, and
Mrs. G. D. Watson, charter members.
The first service in the new facility was
held August 10, 1975, just 7 months
after construction began. The building
has a nursery, 8 classrooms, pastor's
study, rest rcoms and an auditorium
that will accommodate 200 pecple. The
building is constructed to allow a
permanent auditorium to be attached at
a tater time. The present structure will
then become an educational unit,

The church began services as a
mission on Easter Sunday, April 14,
1974, and held services in a rented
day-care nursery building until the
construction of their own plant. The
Rev. T. O. Terry was one of several
speakers during those early months.
Brother McClary came to the
congregation in early June, 1974,
following his graduation from Free Wili
Baptist Bible College in Nashville,

Tennessee. He and his wife Wanda have

-

one daughter,

First Unit
PEACE CHAPEL FREE WILL BAPTIST CHURCH
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SOUTH CAROLINA MISSION WINS TWICE IN CTS CAMPAIGN

NASHVILLE, TENN, — The First Free
Will Baptist Mission of Greenwood,
SBouth Carolina, was declared the winner
in both divisions of the annual
September CTS promotional campaign.
Using the theme “CTS is the Family
Place” for the 1975 campaign, General
Director Malcolm Fry reports churches
from 17 states entered,

As the top church in the Gainers
Division, the Greenwood Mission
experienced the largest percentage of
increase in attendance for September
over their average CTS attendance for
the months of April, May and June.
Their increase was 163%.

In the Dividends Division the
Greenwood Mission also led by giving a

per capita contribution of $1.94. Other
winners in this division include the
fofllowing: Goodwater Church,
Wicksburg, AL, $1.74; First Church,
Guin, AL, b9¢; First Church, Mtn,
Grove, MO, 53¢; First Church, Waco,
TX, 31¢; First Church, Garland, TX,
24¢; Beliview Church, Colquitt, GA,
tied with Valley Forge Church,
Elizabethton, TN, 2t¢; First Church,
Darlington, SC, 17¢; Union Grove
Church, Atkins, AR, 16¢; and First
Church, Tucson, AZ, 8¢.

The highest CTS attendance
registered during the campaign was 165
at the First Church, Guin, AL. However,
their percentage of increase did not
qualify them for the Gainers Division.

Spring September Percentage
TOP TEN GAINERS Average Average of increase
1. First Mission, Greenwood, 5C
Paul Reid, Pastor and Director 8 21 163%
2. Salem Church, Alford, FL (Tie)
W, E. George, Pastor; Pug Morris, Director 35 70 100%
First Church, Boise, ID (Tie)
Jesse Dunn, Pastor; Jitn Q'Donnell, Director 14 28 100%
3. Cedar Creek Church, Hartselle, AL
Philiip Kimbrough, Pastor; Glenn Stover, Dir, 26 49 89%
4, First Church, Garland, TX
Bob Thornburgh, Pastor;
Charlene Walton and Ralph Vetter, Directors 49 86 76%
5. Union Grove Church, Atkins, AR
David Bishop, Pastor; Tobby Jenkins, Director 3t B1 65%
6. First Church, Darlington, SC
Robert Edwards, Pastor; H, E. Byrd, Director 59 93 58%
7. Holly Grove Church, Marianna, EL
David Williford, Pastor; Mike Boyette, Director 35 54 549
8. First Church, Guin, AL
Richard Cordell, Pastor; Ronald McDonald, Dir. 110 165 41%
9.  Eastside Church, Tuscaloasa, AL (Tie)
Bryon Meyer, Pastor; Charles Fowler, Director 41 [515) 349%
Goodwater Church, Wicksburg, AL {Tie)
Gerald Baxley, Pastor; Gayle Eltenburg, Director 41 55 34%
First Church, Checotah, QK (Tie}
Charles Bigger, Pastor; Car! Camp, Director 88 118 34%
10, Lebanon Church, Effingham, 5C
John Reed, Pastor; 5. G. Prosser, Director 43 56 30%

GLENNVILLE CHURCH
BREAKS GROUND FOR
NEW BUILDING

GLENNWVILLE, GEORGIA — Mr, H. N.
Baxter, the oldest member of the
Glennvitle Free Will Baptist Church,
turned the first shovel of dirt during
ground-breaking services for a new
sanctuary and educational unit Sunday,
September 28, Pastor Archie Ratliff
stated that besides officially launching
the new addition, the Sunday had been
designated as Red Letter Day in an
effort to raise money for the building
fund. An offering of $10,084 was
received for that purpose,

The new sanctuary will seat
approximately 300 people. The total
cost of the new building is estimated at
$90,000. Construction is expected to be
compieted in the spring of 1976.

MAINE CHURCH MAINTAINS
DOUBLED ATTENDANCE

HOULTON, MAINE — When the Rev,
Bob Breeden and family came to the
Linneus Free Will Baptist Church in
Houlton Octaber 2, 1974, the church's
attendance averaged 57. QOne year later
on September 28, 1975, Linneus
Church reached a record attendance of
114. An average attendance of 103 for
10 weeks has shown the growth to be
durable.

According to Pastor Breedon, the
doubled attendance results from fervent
prayer and the staunchly fundamental
and evangelical stand taken by the
church. Other contributing factors in his
opinion include visitation and careful
selection of dedicated teachers and
staff. The congregation’s outreach
extends into 8 nearby communities,

OPERATION PARTNERSHIP RECEIPTS REACH $30,000 MARK IN OCTOBER

NASHVILLE, TENN. — Receipts for
Operation Partnership surpassed
$30,000.00 in cash during October
when $3,401.69 was received. Free Will
Baptists across the denomination are
pledging to raise $150,000 to retire the
indebtedness on the National Office
Building before the 1976 session of the
National Association convenes July
11-15 in Tulsa, Okiahoma.

Two phases of the campaign are now
being emphasized. The basic plan to get
3,000 Free Will Baptists to give a gift of
$50 is still being utilized by our people.

To complement this plan, it is now being

‘asked that each local church give a gift

of at least $100 to Operation
Partnership by June 1 of next year, The
latter method was used in implementing
Commitment Day in local churches
October &, Results of this special day
are not fully known at press time.

It Operation Partnership is a success,
the early retirement of the indebtedness
on the National Office Building wilt save
several thousand dollars of interest over
the next 10 years. This will relieve gach
department from having to pay this

debt out of its operating budget,
Presently the various departments are
making monthly payments to apply
toward this indebtedness,

Gifts to Operation Parthership
should be mailed to P.O. Box 1088,
Nashvilie, Tennessee 37202, Every Free
Will Baptist is urged to take part in
Operation Partnership with a gift of
same size, Those who cannot give $60
are urged to give within their financial
ability,















THE MISSING

DIMENSION

Part 1
By Robert Picirilli

EQUIPPING TO SERVE

Now third and finally, | find in this
passage that equipping the saints is
equipping them to serve.

Once again } want to give an
observation about the Greek word
equipping in Ephesians 4:12. The word
often refers specifically to being fitted
for a given use. {In Matthew 4:21, for
example, we find the fishermen
mending their nets, and the word
mending is the same Greek word. They
were preparing their nets for a particular
usefulness, you see.) Here in Ephesians
4:12, then, Paul certainly wants the
saints fitted, furnished, prepared,
equipped for useful service.

It is not enough for the believer to
become the saint of stature and stability
he should be. Nor is it enough for him
to grow spirituaily so that the fullness
of the Spirit is demonstrated in the
flourishing of beautiful graces in his #ife.
No, in the end the believer must serve,

ABOUT THE WRITER: Dr. Picirilli serves as
registrar of Free Will Baptist Bible College,
Nashville, Tennessee, and is also a member oF
the faculty. He is a regular contributor to
CONTACT Magazine and has oauthored
numerous books and pamphlets.

That is exactly what Paul means
when he says, "equipping the saints for
the work of the ministry.” Make no
mistake about it; the phrase “for the
work of the ministry’” modifies the
saints: not the apostles, not the
prophets, not the evangelists, not the
pastors and teachers. The saints are to
be equipped for the work of the
ministry. Here's another mistake to
avoid: the word ministry is spelied not
with a capital tetter, but a small “m.”
Ministry means service. The saints are to
be equipped for serving; and that
service in turn according to verse 12 is
aimed at the building of the body of
Christ. Expositors Greek New
Testament paraphrases this verse to say
that "“God furnishes His people, and
every individual believer among them,
for their particular service and their
particular contribution to the huilding
up of Christ’s body."”

Every single believer has a part to
play, a place to fill in the work. Verse 7
reads, ""Unto every one of us is given
grace according to the measure of the
gift of Christ.” And notice verse 186:
“From whom the whole body fitly
joined together and compacted by that
which every joint supplieth, according
to the effectual working in thé measure
of every part, maketh increase of the
body unto the edifying of itself in
love.” Every one, every joint, every part
is included. No Christian is left out,.
fEvery believer is to be meaningfully
involved in the work of service. There is

no excuse for us to ieave some members
feeling useless and unwanted. Pastors,
have you ever stopped 1o hecome
conscious that some of your people
actually feel this way? Teach each one
that he or she has a place in the work of
service, Teach him or her what that
place is and that everyone's place is not
the same. Give meaning and
significance and thus joy and happiness
to their lives, Equip every saint for the
work of service. Equipping the saints is
getting everyone bhusy in the service of
buiiding up the bedy of Christ.

Take delight in the beautiful picture
that is painted in verse 16, a work of art
in words describing the growth of the
whale body of Christ. The church is
likened to a human body. Christ is the
Head from whom all the directions and
energies flow., That body is in the
process of growth of being fitly framed
and knit together by means of every
joint and part.

Spiritually, you see, these joints and
parts are the various members of the
church, the individual believers. Every
one is to be in his proper place,
functioning according to the measure of
responsibility given him by the Head,
Every one in turn is supplied the energy
for perfarming his ministry by that same
Head. Then, with all parts functioning
as intended the whole body makes the
kind of increase — growing and being
built up — that pleases God.

So let me emphasize, beloved, that
the beautiful Christian life | have tried
to picture previously does not exist for
none to behold. God beholds when no
one else does and is pleased; but so do
men behold and glorify God. The
flowering Christian life does not make
one a wallflower, but one that is put to
use, Others smell the fragrance of his
life. We have all seen too many things
we regarded as lovely, but not practical.
The Christian life is not merely
beautiful, but practical; not just pretty,
but useful, Equipping the saints includes
sending them forth to serve in the
building up of the body of Christ,

The building up of the body of
Christ includes both evangelization and
edification, both winning men and
nurturing them. We have to hew out
new biocks of stone from the quarry.
We also have to shape and fit those new
stones for their place in the building.

->
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