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out of the city of Nazareth. into Judea, unto
the city of David. which is called Bethlehem,
because he was of the house and linea_qe of
David. to be taxed with Mary his espoused
wife. being great with child. Ancl so it w¿rs.

that. while they were there. the days were
accomplished that she should be delivered.
Andshe brought forth her firstborn son. and
wrapped him in swadclling clothes, and laici
him in a manger: because there was no room
for them in the inn.

Anclthere were in the same country shep-
herds abiding in the field. keeping watch
over their flock by night. And. lo. the angel
of the l¡rrd came upon them. and the glory

t.ttd &... ol h gtu þ1.r.. P.o. h ¡@. ¡ú!d11., à. w
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of the L,ord shone round about them; and
they were sore afraicl. And the angel said
unto them. Fear not: for, behold, I bring you
good tidingsof great joy.which shall be to all
people. For unto you is born this day in the
city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the
l¡rd. And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye

shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling
clothes. lying in a manger. And suddenly
there was with the angel a multitude of the
heavenly host praising God. and saying.

Glory to God in the highest.
and on earth peace,
good will toward men.

And it came to pass, as the angels were
gone away from them into heaven, the shep-
herds said cne to another, [æt us now go
even unto Bethlehem. and see this thing
which is come to pass. which the l¡rd hath
macle known unto us. And they came with
haste. and found Mary and Joseph, and the
babe lying in a manger. And when they had
seen it. they made known abroad the saying
which was told them concerning this child.
And all they that heard it wondered at those
things which were told them by the shep-
herds. But Mary kept all these things, and
ponderecl them in her heart. And the shep-
herds returned. glorifying ancl praising God
for all the things that they had heard and
seen, as it was told unto them.

Luke 2: t-20
King James Version

of the Holy Bible
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WHAT ARE WEGOING
TO DO WITH
SANTACLAUS?

By William Evans

What should the Christian family do
with Santa Claus? Some would say, "He
is a satanic subst¡tute for Christ; throw
him out." Others reply, "He is a
harm less, imaginary character.
Christmas iust would not be tlæ same

without him."
True, it would not be the same

withot¡t him, but it might be better.
What do you think?

One negntive aspect of the Santa
Claus myth ¡s that ¡t enoourages llving in
a makçbelieve world. Children hare a
natura! ability to pretend. Believing in

Santa Claus is no strain on that ability.
This power of imagination is good not
wil, but arenüally one must fæe
reality. Our role as parents includes the
regonsibility of teaching our children
to fæe life as it really is

ln makebelierre Santa ralards anery
good boy and girl with gifts from his
north pole workshop. ln reality many
good children do not receive any gifts at
all, and those who do çt them from
their families not Santá.

Add as a bonus the fact the
Christmas rrcrning some little children
wake up heartbroken because Santa did
not come w¡th g¡fts. Others a¡aken
excibd because he did, while mom and
dad strain under the pinch of an
overspent fudget

Then there is Santa's emphasis on the
temporal. Have you arer listened to the
department store Santa Claus talk to a
child? He always æks, 'lfUhat do you
want Santa to br¡ng you?" He means
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WHAT ARE WE GOING TO DO
WITH SANTA CLAUS?
(Cont. from page 3)

what kind of cars and trains, dolls and
clothes do you want?

A family I know allows each child in
the family to choose one toy for
Christmas. One day the mother took her
S-year-old son shopping. They stopped to
visit the department store Santa Claus.
Soon the lad was seated on Santa's
knee. He was asked that famous old
question: "What do you want Santa to
bring you for Christmas?" Without
hesitation the l¡ttle fellow named the
one red fire truck of his dreams and
stopped.

ABOUT THE WRITEß: Mn Evans is pastor
of the @ntral Free Will Baptist Church,
Kansas Cìty, Missouri. The Free Wll Bapt¡st
Bible College alumnus is active in the work of
MissourÍ F¡ee Will Baptisr and currently
ærves on the Bærd of Retirement and
lnsurance at the national level.

Santa asked, "What else?"
"Nothing."
For a moment dear old Santa almost

lost his beard, but regaining his
compo$lre, he prodded, 'IVouldn't you
like Santa to bring you . . . ," and the list
included all the things boys his age had
been asking for.

What Santa offers is something to
hold in your hand - a truck, a ball, a
doll. But did Christ's birth mean that
every hand would now hold a nice gift?

No, the angel's announcement sa¡d
the promised Savior had come bringing
peace and good will to men. His would
be an inward work, an eternal peace, an
everlasting life. Santa's offer sounds like
a shortchange.

Glancing at Santa's question aga¡n,
"ìlVhat do you want Santa to bring
y ou?" brings another thought.
Obviously it does not take a genius to
see that æ/f is at the center of the
quest¡on. Self-centeredness is easy for
any of us. lt is all too natural for a

child. To center on self at
Christmastime is to force Christ to the
outer per¡meter.

There is a real need for us to æe

beyond self to the real meaning of
Christmas. What does Jesus' birth mean
for me, for my child, for all mankind?
Have I thrown up a thick smoke
screen of reindeer and sleigh, elves and
toys, ch¡mneys and stock¡ngs and so

obl¡terated the view of the Savior?
The angels' glad announcement of

joy was, "The Savior is bornl" As a

Christian parent can I do less than
reaffirm that happy news?

Also, what about the fact that some
of God's attributes are attributed to
Santa? ls not visiting every home on
earth in one single night (not to
mention parking a sleigh, going down
the chimney, filling the stockings in
every house) suggesting omnipresence?

Omnipotence seems to be about the
only answer to gett¡ng the reindeer and
sleigh off the ground, especially hauling
enough toys and gifts for the whole
world. And how does Santa supply all
those toys? Or how does a fat man get
down a small chimney?

His complete knowledge of the deds
and thoughts of every boy and girl
seems to suggest that he is omniscient.
He seems to epitomize the attribute of
goodness and benerrolence by his
willingness to give gifts to little children.

He even tends to usurp the role of
God as judge of men. For does not he

seie every deed, iudge it as good or bad
and then reward accordingly? ls it
accidental and innocent that this great
day which is so central to man's
redemption has been f illed with a myth?

I am not sr¡ggest¡ng that we begin a

campaign to slay Santa Claus. Even if
we could destroy him, we still could not
redeem the world by erasing Santa from
its memory.

And we will not be very successful at
trying to avoid jolly old Santa. As long
as we shop in a secular world, send our
children to public schools, work on
public jobs and othen¡vise live in this
world, we will have to face Santa Claus.

I do suggest, however, that we teach
our children the truth. Can we accept
the real story of Christmas? Can our
children believe the truth rather than a

myth? Must we make our celebration of
Christmas Santa oriented, leaving Christ
in a secondary role?

lf we as parents put as much effort
and enthusiasm into our Christian faith
and worship as is often put into Santa's
visit, our children will not miss any of
the excitement of Christmas. a
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Retail Value
$13.95

The New Amer¡can Standard Bible is a prec¡sely accurate
rranslation from the original Hebrew and Greek. lt is faithful to the
original text, but modern in languaç and design. Scholars and
ministers alike have proclaimed i1 the most accurate translation of
all t¡me. Although modern in thought and text, none of the beauty
of the b¡blic¿l language has been lost.

The translation is rendered ¡n the best contemporary English, lt
is very readable w¡th caref ul attention to punctuat¡on and grammar.
The translation was completed on July 31 , 1970. More than a

million cop¡es are now in print, and the acceptance of this
translation is growing daily among all classes of Bible scholars and
evangel¡cal chrislians.
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Reference Edition

I,J eu American Standard Bible

Free w¡th every 4 gift subscriptions
you g¡ve this Christmas to

CONTACT Dlagar,lne
A SPIBITUAT GIFT WITH MEANING Att YEAR LONG.

What Christian Leadors Are Saying:

"Of alt the modern versions, in my opinion, this one is the best. lt
would come the closest of all the modern versions . . . to the category
of a litetal translation..,.

tn add¡t¡on to the careful exactness of translation' the New
American Standard also has an excellent system of marginal notes and
cross references. Where exact literalness was at times thought not to
be best for the sake of Engtish clarity, the literal expression is given in
the marginal readings. A verse'by'verse format has been chosen, rather
than the paragraphs which most modem venions use. . . ."
(CONTACT, May, 1975). - Dr. Stanley Outlaw, Professor,

Free Will Baptist Bible College

". . . My personal feeling is that as a translation, ¡t is about the best I
have seen for study purposes, since it is sufficiently up to date to be
comprehensible, and at the same time is suff¡ciently literal to carry
the undertying sense of the text. lt is, of couße, a translation, not a
I i ngu i st¡c com mentary. " - Dr. Merrill C. Tenney,

Dean, Wheaton College
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B¡blical lnterpretat ions
Practiced by Gontemporary

r,.n,,nïiflii"ï,'îe,ypes or SCf iptOf ianSinterpretation practiced by !
contemporary scriptorians of our day.
One must be careful with what ear he seems to be the urge to speak the truth, others that no profit comes from an
listens. Biblical iargon and religious but the effort might put one in ill light. encounter. A kind of "sameness"
phraæology does not make a speaker "Best be silent" becomes the policy. emerges which smacks of "a watered
scripturally correct. Remember no one Contemporary ' - This type of down attitude." Feelings of others are
can pour forth more "so-called proof interpretation is whatever might be the guarded to the point that nothing with
texts" than some member of a religious current whim of the religious society. conviction can be propounded.
cult.

Various kinds of interpretation are
possibly without number, but these
have been observed in operation by this
writer.

Convenient - When the ¡nterpreter
gets the wind drift, he has the tendency
.to go along. There are several reasons
why one will resort to zuch a system.
More than likely, it will stem from one
of theæ areas. The first is laziness. Being
too lazy to study that he might rightly
divide, he goes along with the most
authoritative voice at a gíven time.
Another area is the fear of being
contradictory or being contradícted.
Deep within are voices that cry out,
"You may get snowed under." So,
rather than be "showed up," the fellow
drifts with the trend. lf at a given point
he can no longer agree, he simply clams
up rather than engage in verbal warfare.
Then there is ashamedness. Growing out
of timidity and hesitancy, ashamedness
conquers the will to speak up. There

ABOUT THE WnITEB: Mr. Jernigan is
prcsident of California Christian College,
Fresno. He is widely used in the
denomination as a conference and revival
speaker. He ¡s the author of the
recently released book "The Unsealed 8ook."

constant changing of denomínations. ln
the name of "so-called independency,"
the ind¡vidual simply changes to suit his
current view and proceeds.

Commentary - ln this case, one's
f avorite commentator becomes his
voice. Parroting what the sage has
written ís standard procedure. Mental¡ty
of this interpreter is suspect since he
demonstrates the inability to think for
himself. Within many denominations in
America there is what may be called
"Scofieldism." Quoting his "inspired"
notes articulately is the ultra ambition
of many. Larkin, Darby, Miller and a
few other past illogical interpreters have
become the patron saints.

Considerate - No utterance comes
forth without sufficient recognition for
the other fellow's belief. Generally, any
words coming from the employer of this
æheme are prefaced with a "you have a

right to your opinion." Or a fraudulent
view of "be careful of one another's
happiness" is espoused. So much
consideration is given to the thoughts of

Compromising - When with the
group that holds his persuasion, he
loudly speaks out, but at the first note
of difference a changing of gears
modif ies the stand. Cowardice is

characteristic of this worthless creature.
One's point should be stated clearly and
firmly, not to the exclusion of others,
but not weakened to conformity either.
Some issues cannot allow compromise.
Any change at all will destroy the whole
structure. Not one color, one stripe or
one star can be altered in the American
flag and ¡t st¡ll be the ensign of our
country. No compromise either can be
permitted in God's standard.

Carelessness - Respect for other
Scriptures that bear on a given subject
are chucked to the wind. Private
interpretation of isolated texts is
practiced. Scriptures are wrested from
their true meaning under this system.
Authorities are never consulted.
Teachers are given no respect. An
off-the-cuff, flippant meaning is poured
forth as the truth.

Popu larity breeds on the Convictional - Having preconceived
"preferredness" of this method. No ideas about what the Bible teaches, the
study is reguired. No real thought is person using this method sees that
expected. All one need do is stick his everything conforms to his belief.
ear to the rail and listen. Vibrations Regardless what the Bible has to say on
down the track keep him up on what's a subject, no change in víews will be
"in." Characteristic of this kind of f orthcom ing. A ll Scriptures are
¡nterpreter is changing from one interpreted in the light of the person's
theological camp to another or a established belief pattern.
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Calloused - This is a method of
dealing with the wrong thing at the
wrong time with a stubbornness that
says, "l'm right and I don't care who it
hurts." No tact is demonstrated. Often
the man that follows this type goes
quite frequently into a tirade that only
tends to damage. Every feeling and
emotion of others is cast overboard and
the interpreter loudly proclaims, "l'm
not going to compromise for anybody!"

Cultural lnterpretation - Somehow
this is practiced more by honest,
God-fearing people than they would like
to admit. Nearly everything one teaches
under this system is colored by the
upbringing and background. Nothing
can be viewed and espoused unless the
traditional is applied, One's mind is not
allowed to ponder some new thought
that may dawn upon his mind. Such
must be relegated to the back of the
mind and left dormant. No regard can
be given to Christ's statement that a

good scribe will bring forth both
something old and new. Branding
everyone who would dare promote a

new idea as "heretical," the cultural
¡nterpreter slides along in the accepted
mold. No subject is broached without
the cultural tinting every thought.

Correct - "Study to shew thyself
approved unto God, a workman that
needeth not to be ashamed, rightly
dividing the word of truth," ll Timothy
2:15.

DUPLICATES ?
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Change of address?
Before you move let
us know. Send us
your present label a-
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add ress on the
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Receiving more than one CONTACT
Magazine? Help us correct the error by
sending all labels to: P.O. Box 1088,
Nashvil le, Ten nessee 37 2O2.
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MOVE TO NEW CHURCH AIDS YOUNG CHURCH IN
FALL ENLARGEMENT CAMPAIGN VICTORY

WASHINGTON, N.C. - The month of
October proved to be a high mark for
the young congregation of Peace Chapel
Free Will Baptist Church at Washington
when they averaged 106 in attendance
towin Division G of the Fall Enlargement
Campaign sponsored bY the
National Sunday School Department.
Having been worshiping in their new
facilities less than 2 months, the
congregation experienced a 86.4%
increase during the campaign over their
average attendance of 57 for the quarter
April through June. The high
attendance for the campaign was 115.

Pastor Jerry McClary says that the
excitement within the congregation is

not due solely to the number attending,
but to the fact that souls are being saved

and that God has given a wide open
door of opportunity to minister in the
community.

The new church was built at a cost of
approximately $35,000 with much of
the labor being donated by the
members. The building is valued over
$90,000 at the present time. Actual
construction on the building began

January 'l 1 , 1975, following
ground-breaking services on December
29 on an acre plot donated by Mr. and
Mrs. G. D. Watson, charter members.
The first service in the new facility was
held August 10, 1975, just 7 months
after construction began. The building
has a nursery, 8 classrooms, pastor's
study, rest rooms and an auditorium
that will accommodate 200 people. The
building is constructed to allow a

permanent auditorium to be attached at
a later time. The present structure will
then become an educational unit.

The church began services as a

mission on Easter Sunday, April 14,
197 4, and held services in a rented
day-care nursery building until the
construct¡on of their own plant. The
Rev. T. O. Terry was one of several

speakers during those early months.
B rother McClary came to the
congregation in early June, 1974,
following his graduation from Free Will
Baptist Bible College in Nashville,
Tennessee. He and his wife Wanda have
one daughter.

F irst Unit
PEACE CHAPEL FREE WILL BAPTIST CHURCH
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SOUTH CAROLINA MISSION WINS TWICE IN CTS CAMPAIGN

NASHVILLE, TENN. - The First Free
W¡ll Baptist Mission of Greenwood,
South Carolina, was declared the winner
in both divisions of the annual
September CTS promotional campaign.
Using the theme "CTS is the Family
Place" for the 1975 campaign, General
Director Malcolm Fry reports churches
from 17 states entered.

As the top church in the Gainers
D ivision, the G reenwood Mission
experienced the largest percentage of
increase in attendance for September
over their average CTS attendance for
the months of April, May and June.
Their increase was 1637o.

ln the D ividends Division the
Greenwood Mission also led by giving a

TOP TEN GAINERS

First Mission, Greenwood, SC
Paul Reid, Pastor and Director

Salem Church, Alford, FL (Tiel
W. E. George, Pastor; Pug Morr¡s, D¡rector

First Church, Boise, lD (Tie)
Jesse Dunn, Pastor; Jim O'Donnell, Director

Cedar Creek Church. Hartselle, AL
Phillip Kimbrough, Pastor; Glenn Stover, D¡r.

First Church, Garland, TX
Bob Thornburgh, Pastor;
Charlene Walton and Ralph Vetter, Directors

Union Grove Church, Arkins, AR
David Eishop, Pastor; Tobby Jenk¡ns, Director

First Church, Darlington. SC
Robert Edwards, Pastor; H. E. Byrd, Director

Holly Grove Church, Marianna, FL
David Williford, Pastor; M¡ke Boyette, D¡rector

First Church, Guin, AL
Richard Cordell, Pastor; Ronald McDonald, Dir.

Eastside Church, Tuscaloosa, AL (Tiel
Bryon Meyer, Pastor; Charles Fowler, Director

Goodwater Church, Wicksburg, AL (T¡el
Gerald Baxley, Pastor; Gayle Ellenburg, Director

First Church, Checotah, OK (Tie)
Charles Bigger, Pastor; Carl Camp, D¡rector

Lebanon Church, Effingham. SC
John Reed, Pastor; S. G. Prosser, Director

per capita contribut¡on of $1.94. Other
winners in this division include the
following: Goodwater Church,
Wicksburg, AL, $1.74; First Church,
Guin,4L,59é; First Church, Mtn.
Grove, MO, 53d; First Church, Waco,
TX, 31d,; First Church, Garland, TX,
24d; Bellview Church, Colquitt, GA,
tied with Valley Forge Church,
Elizabethton, TN, 21d; First Church,
Darlington, SC, 17é; Union Grove
Church, Atkins, AR, 16d; and First
Church, Tucson, AZ,8d.

The highest CTS attendance
reg¡stered during the campaign was 155
at the First Church, Guin, AL. However,
their percentage of increase did not
qualify them for the Gainers Division.

Spring September Percentage
Averaç Average of lncreass

163%

lOOo/o

lOOo/o
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GLENNVILLE CHURCH
BREAKS GROUND FOR
NEW BUILDING
GLENNVILLE, GEORGIA - Mr. H. N.
Baxter, the oldest member of the
Glennville Free Will Baptist Church,
turned the first shovel of dirt during
ground-breaking services for a new
sÍ¡nctuary and educational unit Sunday,
September 28. Pastor Archie Ratliff
stated that besides officially launching
the new addition, the Sunday had been
designated as Red Letter Day in an
effort to raise money for the building
fund. An offering of $10,084 was
received for that purpose.

The new sanctuary will seat
approximately 300 people. The total
cost of the new building is estimated at
$90,000. Construction ¡s expected to be
completed in the spring of 1976.

MAINE CHURCH MAINTAINS
DOUBLED ATTENDANCE
HOULTON, MAINE - When the Rev.
Bob Breeden and family came to the
Linneus Free Will Baptist Church in
Houlton October 2, '1974, the church's
attendance averaged 57. One year later
on September 28, 1975, Linneus
Church reached a record attendance of
114. An average attendance of 103 for
10 weeks has shown the growth to be
durable.

According to Pastor Breedon, the
doubled attendance results from fervent
prayer and the staunchly fundamental
and evangelical stand taken by the
church. Other contributing factors in his
opinion include visitation and careful
ælection of dedicated teachers and
staff. The congregation's outreach
extends into 8 nearby communities.
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OPERATION PARTNERSHIP RECEIPTS REACH $3O,OOO MARK IN OCTOBER
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NASHVILLE, TENN. - Receipts for
Operation Partnership surpassd
$30,000.00 in cash during October
when $3,401.69 was received. Free Will
Baptists across the denomination are
pledging to raise $150,000 to retire rhe
indebtedness on the National Off ice
Building before the 1976 session of the
National Association convenes July
11-15 in Tulsa, Oklahoma.

Two phases of the campaign are now
being emphasized. The basic plan toget
3,000 Free Will Baptists to give a gift of
$50 is still being utilized by our people.

To complement this plan, it is now being
asked that each local church give a gift
of at least $100 to Operation
Partnership by June 1 of next year. The
latter method was usd in implementing
Commitment Day in local churches
October 5. Results of this special day
are not fully known at press time.

lf Operation Partnership is a success,
the early ret¡rement of the indebtedness
on the National Office Building will save
several thousand dollars of ¡nterest over
the next 10 years. This willrelieve each
department from having to pay th¡s

debt out of its operating budget.
Presently the various departments are
making monthly payments to apply
toward this indebtedness.

G if ts to Operation Partnership
should be mailed to P.O. Box 1088,
Nashville, Tennessee 37202. Every Free
Will Baptist is urged to take part in
Operation Partnership with a gift of
some size. Those who cannot give $50
are urged to give within their financial
ability.
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SINGING HAS ALWAYS PLAYED A LARGE PART
TN FREE WILL BAPTIST WORSHIP.

Round Notes,
Maroon Binding:
$2.75 1-24 coPies
$2.65 25-99 copies
$2.50 100 up
S5.00 Looseleafedit¡on

Preserved within this songbook are 415 hymns
and gospel songs which have been

most loved and used
by Free Will Baptists through the years.

Some ne\iler and less familiar hymns
are also included.

Other worship aids: 101 responsive or unison readings selected from the
King James Version of the Bible, proper doxologies, responses and

benedictions, and the Free Will Baptist Church Covenant. Published by the
National Association of Free Will Baptists.

Available from the Free Will Baptist Bookstore in your state or
RANDALL BOOK STORE

P.O. Box 17306
Nashville, Tennessee 37217

lrreelll¡llßoptist
H YfrIN BOOK



THE ]YIISSING
DIIYIENSION

That is exactly what Paul means
when he says, "equipping the saints for
the work of the ministry." Make no
mistake about it; the phrase "for the
work of the ministry" modifies the
sai nts: not the apostles, not the
prophets, not the evangelists, not the
pastors and teachers. The saints are to
be equipped for the work of the
ministry. Here's another mistake to
aøoid: the word ministry is spelled not
with a capital letter, but a small "m."
Ministry means service. The saints are to
be equipped for serving; and that
service in turn according to verse 12 is

aimed at the building of the body of
Christ. Expositors Greek New
Testament paraphrases this verse to say
that "God furnishes H is people, and
wery individual believer among them,
for their particular service and their
particular contribution to the building
up of Christ's body."

Every single believer has a part to
play, a place to f ill in the work. Verse 7
reads, "Unto every one of us is given
grace according to the measure of the
gift of Christ." And notice verse 16:
"From whom the whole body fitly
joined together and compacted by that
which every joint supplieth, according
to the effectual working in thé measure
of every part, maketh increase of the
body unto the ed¡fying of itself in
love." Every one, every joint, wery part
is included. No Christian is left out.
Every believer is to be meaningfully
involved in the work of service. There is

no excuse for us to leave some members
feeling useless and unwanted. Pastors,
have you ever stopped to become
conscious that some of your people
actually feel this way? Teach each one
that he or she has a place in the work of
service. Teach him or her what that
place is and that everyone's place is not
th e sa m e. G ive meaning and
significance and thus joy and happiness
to their lives. Equip every saint for the
work of service. Equipping the saints is
getting everyone busy in the service of
building up the body of Christ.

Take delight in the beautiful picture
that is painted in verse 16, a work of art
in words describing the growth of the
whole body of Christ. The church is
likened to a human body. Christ is the
Head from whom all the directions and
energies flow. That body is in the
process of growth of being fitly framed
and knit together by means of every
joint and part.

Spiritually, you see, these joints and
parts are the various members of the
church, the individual believers. Every
one is to be in his proper place,
functioning according to the measure of
responsibility given him by the Head.
Every one in turn is supplied the energy
for performing his ministry by thatsame
Head. Then, with all parts functioning
as intended the whole body makes the
kind of increase -- growing and being
built up - that pleases God.

So let me emphasize, beloved, that
the beautiful Christian life I have tried
to picture previously does not exist for
none to behold. God beholds when no
one else does and is pleased; but so do
men behold and glorify God. The
flowering Christian life does not make
one a wallflower, but one that is put to
use. Others smell the fragrance of his
life. We have all seen too many things
we regarded as lovely, but not practical.
The Christian life is not merely
beautiful, but practical; not just pretty,
but useful. Equipping the saints includes
sending them forth to serve in the
building up of the body of Christ.

The building up of the body of
Christ includes both evangelization and
edif ication, both winning men and
nurturing them. We have to hew out
new blocks of stone from the quarry.
We also have to shape and fit those new
stones for their place in the building.

Part I I

By Robert Picirilli

EOUIPPING TO SERVE

Now third and finally, I find in this
passage that equ ipping the saints is
equipping them to serve.

O nce again I want to give an
observation about the Greek word
equipping in Ephesians 4:12. The word
often refers specifically to be¡ng f¡tted
for a given use. (ln Matthew 4:21 ,'1or
example, we find the fishermen
mending their nets, and the word
mending is the same Greek word. They
were preparing the¡r nets for a particular
usefulness, you see.) Here in Ephesians
4:12, then, Paul certainly wants the
saints fitted, furnished, prepared,
equipped for useful service.

It is not enough for the believer to
become the saint of stature and stability
he should be. Nor is it enough for him
to grow spiritually so that the fullness
of the Spirit is demonstrated in the
flourishing of beautiJul graces in his life.
No, in the end the believer must serve.

AEOUT THE WRITER: Dr. Picirilli se/yes as
registrar of Free Wiil Eaptist Bible College,
Nashville. Tennessee. and is also a me¡nber of
the faculty. He is a regular contributor to
CONTACT Magazine and has authored
numerous books and pamphlets.
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THE MISSING DIMENSION
(Cont. from page 13)

Have you ever noticd Colossians
1:27 ,28? There Paul presents his own
concept of his ministry. His ultimate
objective, you see, is to present perfect,
full-grown men to Christ. He will not be
satisfied with anything less. And so to
strive for that goal, he warns and
teaches, wangelizing and edifying. He
will have none to offer Christ if he wins
none. He will have only babes to offer
Him if he does not nurture them. So he
does both.

So we must equip the saints to do
both, and we need not keep on in this
petty bickering about which is more
important. Each one produces the other
in a beautiful circle, and each is to be
loved for its own worth as part of the
whole work. A love for evangelism that
neglects Christian nurture is a perverted
love. A love for edif ication that neglects
erangelism is a perverted love. C. Peter
Wagner, a noted missions professor
a'yìong the proponents of the "church
growth" concept, recently said
something I like: "Christian nurture in
d iscipleship will invariably promote
more effective evangellsm, and so not
only will the quality of Christians be
improved but the quantity of Christians
will be increased worldwide. The Bible
indicates that angels rejoice when this
takes place."

A nd so in all this work of
wangelizing and edifying we have the
ærvice of all the saints, a service for
which we must equip them. lt is not the
professionals alone who are to
arangelize. All the saints are to fill their
places in the service of evangelization,
the extension of the body. Nor is it the
professionals alone who are to do the
work of edifying those who are won. All
the saints are to be equipped to fill their
places in this service too. As verse 16
says, the body edif ies itself.

Someone has said that Chr¡st¡an¡ty
began as a company of lay witnesses
but has now become a professional
pulpitism, financed by the spectators.

Brethren, that ought not to be. Vance
Havner says, "Novì/adays we 'hire' a

church staff to do 'full-time Christian
work,' and then we sit back in church
on Sunday and watôh them do it." l'm
afraid he told the truth. But e\rery
believer is intended by the Lord to be in

full-time Christian serv¡ce. Brethren, I

for one would be willing to give up the
concept we have of a professional
ministry if we could get all the saints -
æ they should - to do the work of the
ministry. That ii uihai we are to equip
them for.

I pray God that we have caught just a

little glimpse of the beauty of a

well-dweloped Christian life: the being,
the growing and the serving. And I pray
God we will be newly determined to
equip the saints for this being and
growing and serving. À
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SMOKING
.MOST UNNECESSARY'
CAUSE OF U.S. ILLNESS
WASHINGTON, D.C. (EPI _ A
federal government report on
cigaret smoking was characterized
here as confirming that smoking
"remaíns the largest single
unnecessary cause of illness and
early death" and Congress was
urged to halt the manufacture of
high-tar and high-nicotine cigarets.

ln issuing ¡ts ninth annual
report on smoking and health, the
U.S. Department of Health,
Education and Welfare
summarized current reæarch in
four areas: cancer, cardiovascular
dísease, respiratory disease and
"involuntary smoking," the
effects of smoking on
nonsmoiers.
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proposals, and Massachusetts
already has a similar la¡.

The American Civil Liberties
Union is expectd to challenç the
new state lau/s.

NORTH CAROLINA
Pasto.s ônd Wo,kers Conference €xpecred ro Art.ack

Wade Fleprecnt¿¡roô ol F.ee W¡il gaprr¡ts.
Nowmber, l0

Pred@nt 8¡ble Inrtrturê Addi New Fðculty Member
Feb.€ry, l3

OKLAHOMA
llillsdale Adm¡n¡stratron Names 3 New Fôcu¡ty

Membe.s. Septembe., | 6
Hilløål€'s Frst Oebr F.ee gurtõ[n9 Housrng Meô

Students. ¡9ç669.. ¡ ¡
TENNESS€E

€ast lmese Chu.ches ro Coope.ate rn week.Long
Èvangetrstrc C.u$de. June_ l5

Volunteer State Electr Fr.st Fult.Trre
P.omotþôal Drrecto,. ra.r".", ta /

ro

(,
E
È
É2ot

fDia,l
(615

then
pray for

y0ur
missionary

) 242-''77'-



FROM THE BRIDGE

The Funst Lady:

A Banometen
By Rufus Coffey

Executive Secretary

Mrs. Betty Ford stirred up a storm of
public reaction during an interview on
television some weeks ago. As an
outspoken advocate of the Equal Rights
Amendment who openly approves of
abortion, the President's wife shocked
many people by stating candidly that
she "wouldn't be surprised" if her
daughter Susan told her she was having
an affair. Mrs. Ford continued," I think
slre is a perfectly normal human being
like all young girls. l'd want to know
pretty much about the young man that
she was planning to have the affair with,
whether it was a worúwhìle encounþr
or whether it was going to be one of
those. . . ."

Later the first lady had some
afterthoughts. As reported by the
Associated Press, she said, "l could have
answered with perhaps a little better
judgment - been more specific." Mrs.
Ford also explained her statements in a
personal letter to Tommy Manning of
Ayden, North Carolina, editor of The
Free Will Baptist:

We have raised our four children
in a home that believes in and
practices enduring values to be
eternal, and I hope I have instilled
them in our children. We have come
to this sharing of outlook through
communication, not coercion. I want
my children to know that their
concerns, their doubts, their
difficulties - whatever they may be,
can be discussed with the two people
in this world who care the most -
their mother and father. On 'Sixty
Minutes,' the emotion of my words
spoke to the need for this
communication - rather than the

çecific issues we discussed.
Certainly any parent can appreciate

th¡s att¡tude of trying to teach values in
the home and to maintain open linesof
communication with the children.
However, the fact remains that what
Mrs. Ford attempts to teach in the
home did not come through in the

interview. lf high standards and
enduring moral values are taught in the
home, it seems that parents would be
"shocked" if they learned that the¡r
daughter was having an affair rather
than exhibiting a "no surprise" att¡tude.
Naturally, the parent would surely want
to communicate ¡f such a situation
occurred but not for the purpose of
d iscover ing "whether ¡t was a

worthwhile encounter." By what
rationale could any person consider
adultery or fornication "a worthwhile
encounter"? ln my reading of numerous
news reports, the basic moral iszues

raised by Mrs. Ford's interview ha¡e
been glosæd over or totally evaded. ln
f act, several commentators have
indicated the Public Relations
Department at the White House has

attempted . to use the indiscreet and
ill-adviæd remarks to a political
advantage. Nowhere have I found any
expression of regret or any attempt to
correct the obvious conclusions that
were drawn by many listeners.

Whether expressed'or not, all parents
probably have some doubts and
apprehensions about their children. We

all at one time or another question
whether we have succeeded in instilling
moral values in our children. Most of us
parents wonder at t¡mes if our children
will live up to our highest ideals. But
this does not mean that we should
become tolerant of promiscuity or
adopt a "situation ethics" philosophy.
Rather than trying to f¡nd out whether
a child's affair is "a worthwhile
encounter" or not, we ought to be
distressed that the affair even occurred.
Dr. Billy Graham sa¡d that if he and his
wife learned that one of their children
had had an affair or experimented w¡th
mariiuana, "l think my wife and I

would be in tears. We would expect
them to change and to turn to the Lord
and ask God's help."

But we must not single out Mrs. Ford
alone for criticism. Her personal views
must be evaluated from a broader
perspective. The remarks of Mrs. Ford
reflect a prevailing att¡tude of our

soc¡ety in general. Even if we gave Mrs.
Ford every benefit of doubt and

assumed she really didn't mean what she

implied, her statements are st¡ll a

barometer of the immoral climate of
our soc¡ety. From her prestigious
position Mrs. Ford only gave vent to a

philosophy that predominates in our
society.

A current opinion poll by Louis
Harris emphæizes this fact. Even though
Mrs. Ford may hare intended to say

something else, yet the public leaves no
doubt that it backs her decisively in
what she actually said. A 60 to 27
percent majority agrees with Mrs. Ford
when she said she "wouldn't be
surprised if her daughter had an afataiî."
Among young people under 30 ¡t is a
solid 76 to 11 percent. By 64 to 23
percent a sizable majority also supports
Mrs. Ford when she said if her daughter
were having an affair, she "would want
to know if the young man were nice or
not." Aga¡n the percentage of 76 to 44
is much higher among the young. But it
slrould also be noted from the Harris
poll that support for Mrs. Ford comes
from the liberal segment of society. The
least support comes from the more
conservative small town and rural
residents and the elderly.

Although Mrs. Ford's outspoken
statements have won $¡pport from the
young, the liberals and the
independents, this does not change the
basic moral isues that have been raised.
It only magnifies the fact of moral
deter¡orat¡on in our nation. This is why
the flap has not subsided. Many of us
vigorously disagree w¡th the prevailing
philosophy which is being espoused.

America is on the tobogganing slide
to hell. Rather than embracing the new
morality we must cling tenaciously to
the old morality. The hope of our
nation is not in killing unborn children,
increasing equal rights or legalizing
marijuana or any other drug. Our only
hope is repentance and righteousnes.
We must resolve to rededicate ourælves
to the trad¡tional moral values that ha¡e
preserved us for 2 centuries.

Like it or not, Mrs. Ford has had her
say. lt seems to be in accord w¡th the
majority of people. Nevertheless, it is

time for true believers to rise up with
righteous indignation against the
ungodly philosophies of this pagan

world. We must set a high moral tone by
maintaining the standards and moral

,codes of God's Word without
compromise. À
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