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What
Your
Church
Can Do
for Girls

Shows how your church can
reach and teach girls for

Jesus through a Pioneer Girls
club ministry!

O Piease send me a FREE brochure teifing
about Pioneer Girts new club programs.

D Send me a Pioneer Girls "Let's Get
Started” packet. {$7.00 plus shipping)

O bilime O payment enclosed
Name
Address
City
State Zip
Church

PIONEER CRLY," inC.
Box 788
Wheaton, lllinocis 60187

Change of address?
Before you move let
us know. Send us
your present label a-
long with your new
address on the
coupon below,
Receiving more than one CONTACT
Magazine? Help us correct the error by
sending all labefs to P.O. Box 1088,
Nashville, Tennessee 37202,

Name

Address

City

State Zip

1976: YEAR OF HERITAGE
AND HOPE
(Cont. from page 3)

buried in an unmarked grave .... And
so the story goes - homes and land
destroyed ... captured... families
scattered , .. death at the hands of
enemies, Few of the 56 great men
survived long after they dared endanger
their lives and ali they owned that hot
summer in Philadelphia. These
prosperous landowners pledged their
very lives and all their fortunes for the
sake of liberty. What a price they paid
for the independence and liberty we
enjoy today! Praise God for their
courage and perseverance!

How Can We Celebrate This Year?

""Religious freedom has been a
cornerstone in the American experience.
And just as religious contributions have
helped in the founding and the growth
of the nation, they again wili heip lead

the way into the Nation's third
century,” said John W. Warner,
American Revoiution Bicentennial

administrator, in praise of the religious
community’s Bicentennial involvement.

The church figured significantly in
our nation's early beginning., It was
indeed the arch of freedom for early
settiers who watered their New Worid
with grueling sweat, The church was the
focal point of community life. And
during 1976 may God raise up churches
that will stand strong in their
communities and lift their voices in
praise to God while beckoning a return
to the principles of Scripture that have
made our nation great.

What can our churches do to make
this 200th birthday meaningful? How
can we add depth of purpose to the
American Revolution Bicentennial?

(1) You may want to lead vour
Wednesday night congregation in
memorizing | Timothy 2:1-4 during
January. Each Wednesday night during
1976 you could devote part of the hour
to praying for federal, state and tocal
government leaders. Appoint one
member to learn all he can about prayer
and Bible study groups in our nation’s
capital. Ask him to share his findings
with the Wednesday congregation.
Remember these believers and their
witness in prayer. Write to vyour
governor, mayor, senators, congressmen

and let them know your church is
praying for them,

{2) Pray every Sunday in ‘76 for a
mighty moving of God’s Spirit in our
nation. Ask God to spare us His
judgment and save us as a nation from
destruction.

{3) Ask the youth leader or a Sunday
school teacher to prepare a Bicentennial
program for a service in the spring, and
perhaps another one for the fall.

{(4) You may want to encourage
patriotism in your church by singing
patriotic songs throughout the year,

{b) June 13 is Religious Liberty
Sunday. You could begin on this
Sunday and conduct a 3-week,
4-Sunday project to involve all members
in a study of our Christian freedom and
heritage as a nation, special events and
specific actions. This is an excellent
time for the Church to recall its rich
heritage and proclaim it to America.

... One of the Sundays could be a
“Community Bicentennial Sunday,”
and congregations c¢an join in the
sharing of national and focal themes.

... You might want to emphasize
church history, citizen responsibility in
the community, the Church and
freedom, and Christian liberty.

... A pageant is a festive way to
remember the past.

... Have “"Youth Bicentennial
Sunday’” with young people in charge of
all planning and presentation {in
addition to #3 suggesticn).

.. .Plan a service that
memoirs of older members,

... Sunday school classes could visit
historical sites.

... Set aside one day as “All-Member
Clean-up Day.”

.. . Distribute reprints of the
Declaration of Independence to
members of the congregation.

(8} Purchase aBicentennial Memorial,
something special for the church
perhaps a tape recorder. Record the
Sunday services and take the tapes and
recorder to shut-ins during the week,

{7) Sunday school classes could meet
at someone's home and view
Bicentennial television programs
together. While enjoying refreshments,
they could discuss the programs.

{(8) Juniors may want to make a
quilt. Let each child make his or her
own block with a historical symbol.
Adults can sew the blocks together . . .
and surely there are a few ladies who
will volunteer as quilters.
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by leaps and bounds. Qualitatively, it
hecame a community of people that by
its fove and commitment to Christ and
to each other attracts newcomers,

Said one woman, “When | came to
the church, this feeling of warmth came
at me from everyone; they weren't
going to let me go.”’

What happened in Refton is
happening in hundreds of other
churches across North America. These
events can be capsulized in one phrase:
goal setting.

Goal setting is the establishment of
clear-cut directions for growth based on
an accurate interpretation of the
people’s needs and in accordance with
Christ’s mission and purpose for His
Church as defined in Scripture.

“Goals help you to be specific about
what God wants you to be,” says
Paimer Becker, executive secretary of
the Commission on Home Ministries for
the General Conference Mennonites and
implementer of the IDEA strategy.
“They help you to look forward instead
of licking the wounds of the past.
They're like posts or stakes in the
distance that help you plow a straight
furrow.”

Goal setting is not man made
strategy for a ‘“bigger and better”
church, It is a serious attempt to discern
the will of God for His people. The Rev.
Pete Schwalm, executive pastor of
Wheaton Bible Church in Wheaton,
Hiinois, and consultant-at-large with
IDEA, says church members must ask 3
basic questions: “Lord, where are we
now in relation to how You see us?”
“Where do You want us to be next
year?”” and “How do we get there?”

For Schwalm the result of asking
those questions is a set of “measurable,
people-oriented goals” and ‘‘programs
that act like servants” to accomplish the
goat.

Becker says the fundamental
questions are: “What is the purpose of
the church?” and “"Where are we now in
terms of that purpose?’”’ The
congregation that tries to find answers

ABOUT THE WRITERS: Arnold Swanson
and Paul Heidebrecht are missionary staff
members of Christian Service Brigade,
Wheaton, Hlinois. Swanson is vice-president of
CSB and director of the Central Division field
staff. Heidebrecht is managing editor of CS8%
men’s magazine, BRIGADE LEADER.

for these questions soon has to face up
to its own identity. In fact, Schwaim
says, ‘Many churches are facing an
identity crisis.”” Adds Becker, “People
don‘t join a group with an identity
crisis.”’

The alternative to establishing a
measurable goal is “grabbing programs,”
says Becker, who spends much of his
time helping churches in his
denomination set goals. Like applying a
Band-Aid to a wart, grabbing programs
doesn’t deal with the real problem.

The place to start is with a biblical
view of the function of the Church.
Schwalm describes it as the total
mobilization of the body of believers to
the total ministry — to the Lord, to
each other and to the world. This means
recognizing Jesus Christ as Lord and
Head and giving Him active obedience in
all our relationships. It also means
recognizing that the church is a living
organism that must grow, qualitatively
and numerically,

But Schwalm hastens to add, “Unless
people buy into this with conviction, all
this is just good theology.” How do
pecple buy in with conviction? “The
process must enable self-discovery,
motivation, responsibility,
accountability, accomplishment and
celebration to be experienced,” says
Schwalm. “The means of visualizing
what the Head wants the Body to be
and going through the goal-setting

process can be helpful in aliowing the .

Holy Spirit to produce this in the
Body.”

Properly understood, goal setting
accomplishes a number of tasks. It helps
church people discover where they are
now in terms of their relationship to
Christ, to each other and to their
community. tt also helps a church place
priorities on its concerns and make
“measurable, accomplishable” goals for
a short-range period. And it provides a
basis on which to select or create
programs to achieve the goals and know
exactly when they have been achieved.

How does it work? The definition of
a goal as provided by Missions Advanced
Research and Communication Center
(MARC}, a California-based
organization, gives a context in which to
explain goal setting.

First, a goal is a response to a need.
Needs are multidimensional and usually
come in bunches, but they can be
identified without too much difficulty.
Educators speak of fe/t needs and real

needs. Felt needs are those which
people recognize themselves, like a new
winter coat or a salary increase. Real
needs are more basic and fundamental,
but not always recognized by people.
Accepting Christ as Savior and Lord is a
basic need. Goals take into account
both kinds of needs,

The large Tenth Avenue Alliance
Church in downtown Vancouver, British
Columbia, experienced a tangible need.
The 800-pius people who came Sunday
maornings lived in every corner of the
sprawling city. When the energy crunch
crunched last year, the longdistance
drivers felt the pain. in response the
church led by its pastor, the Rev. Paul
Edwardson, restructured itself into 18
geographic units of some 25 to 40
families each. An elder was located in
each unit, and the church's ministries of
visitation, evangelism and prayer were
focused on these 18 units. In addition,
the church consolidated its midweek
programs into one family night,
minimizing necessary driving.

MclLean Bible Church in MclLean,
Virginia, had a similar probiem. it was
sgerving 20 communities in the
Washington, D.C., area, none of them
effectively. So it is organizing 20
neighborhood church groups for the
purpose of visitation, prayer, Bible
study and fellowship., What excites the
pastor, Alan Gardner, is that “‘rather
than importing a concept, we developed
a program from a need within.”

Another kind of need was discovered
by a tiny rural church outside of
Newton, Kansas. Through its
community survey the church
discovered they had 68 non-Christian
neighbors whom they had been ignoring
for vyears. This prompted a definite
evangelistic effort and a “second look"’
at what commitment to Christ meant.

Secondly, a goal is apicture or image
of how the future might be. This image
should stir the imagination, in helping
the churches of his denomination,
Paimer Becker uses a chart in which
members describe where they are now
in various aspects of their church life
and where they believe God wants them
to be. This “imaging’ is a major step in
the process.
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OUR NATION S DROWNING!
(Cont. from page 9}

are committed by drinkers. During a 10
year period (1954 to 1964) there were
53,463 murders in saloons and bars. The
U.S. Public Health Service says 70% of
alt divorces are alcohol related. Drinking
parents produce 75% of the idiots born,
and 72% of dependent children on
welfare rolls are there because of
drinking parents. The foundations of
the home are being eaten away by this
deplorable sin of drink.

The governmental foss — Drinking is
a way of life in Washington, according
to Glenn D. Everett, a nondrinking D.C,

newsman, ‘‘The cocktail party is
Washington's greatest social
institution . . .. The drinking of

whiskey and gin cocktails is not only
socially acceptable, it's socially
demanded,” says the veteran reporter, |
suppose Senator Mills’ recent public
exposure as a drunkard and playboy is a
prime example. He started his journey to
alcoholism by taking his first social drink
somewhere back down the road. From
the White House to the governors'
mansions to the city halls to the
military bases, this liquid poison flows.
We simply can’t survive as a nation if
the drinking continues,

In light of these alarming facts and
figures how can anyone in his right
mind justify the use of alcohol? The use
of booze has brought so much heartache
and wrought so much damage it is
difficult to say enough against it. How
anyone could lift a voice favorable
toward it is beyond me! President
Abraham Lincoln once said that liquor
has many defenders but no defense. All
the evidence is against it.

Dr. Dwight L. Wilber, past president
of the American Medical Association,
made one of the strongest and most
sensible statements against liguor | have
read anywhere. He said: ‘i1t has been

said, and | think it is true, that if
alcoholic beverages were invented
today, they would immediately be

ABOUT THE WRITER: Mr. Hudson is a
fufl-time Free Will Baptist evangelist, based in
Amory, Mississippi., He is a graduate of Free
Wil Baptist Bible College, MNashville,
Tennessee,

outlawed just as this nation has
outlawed marijuana, LSD and other
dangerous drugs,”

A PREVIEW OF HELL

Perhaps it would do folks who are
proponents of the liquor traffic good to
visit a few hospital emergency rooms
and see the real “finished product of the
brewer's art.”” To give you an idea of
what | mean, the following is a letter
written to a Dallas, Texas, newspaper by
a doctor who worked in the emergency
room at Parkland Hospital:

To the Editor:

Recently we saw another preview
of 'hell in the Parkland Hospital
emergency room. A woman struck
down by a drunken driver, a college
student laying semi-conscious,
following a head-on collision with
another drunken driver, who himself
was critically injured. The drunk’s
companion was dead. Four other
drunks, with lacerations and stab
wounds, waiting to be treated. Night
after night, year after year, the same
bioody trail of horror — major auto
accident injuries, stabbings, rapes,
wife beatings, the nightly
emergencies, treated and released or
admitted to the hospital or
pronounced dead on arrival. And
almost always the bloody trail is led
by that honored man of distinction,
the weekend drinker. Almost always,
the moderate drinker, not the
alcoholic. | wonder if there is that
much joy to be gained from the total
consumption of all the beers and
whiskeys made, to ever equal even a
smatl fraction of the innocent
suffering, the damaged bodies, the
broken marriages, the discarded
children, the total brutalities and
crimes that accompany its use. What
a quiet place our emergency room
would be if beverage alcohol were
ever abolished from our city.

WHY SO LITTLE OPPOSITION?

Do you wonder why there is no more
public opposition to the liquor traffic
then now exists? Why aren't more
people fighting this devastating social
evil? Where are the protestors speaking
out against this national menace?
Millions of dollars are spent annually to
combat crippling diseases, to clean up
the environment and to conserve
energy; but little is being done to offset

the widespread use of booze.

There are at teast 3 reasons why little
is being done to combat the liguor
traffic. The major reason is the fact that
Biblical moratity and genuine
Christianity have steadily declined in
our nation. Only a spiritual awakening
can reverse the trend and turn our
nation back to God.

The second reason is because sO
many Americans are users.
Consumption by adults and teens is at
an all-time high. You cant expect
people to oppose the very sin in which
they are involved, That would be like
the devil cutting his own throat. When
there are vast numbers of people in
governmental positions hitting the
hottle regularly, you can't expect much
legislative action against it {especially
when some of the most influential
politicians made their money in
whiskey}, The first line of defense
against booze ought to be the home, but
parents instead teach their children to
drink in the home first. That's like
teaching your child how to properly
play with a rattlesnake,

Here are some cases in point on the
religious front. Way back in 1963 a
survey revealed that at least 61% of
Methodists above the age of 15 used
alcohol. There was a time when
Methodism was one of the strongest
forces against liguor in this nation, but
now other surveys say that the number
of drinking Methodists may run as high
as 70%. A number of times | have seen
publicized the “beer and hingo™ parties
put on by the Catholic churches. The
priests drink fermented wine at their
communions. There is a home for
“alcoholic priests’ just north of Detroit,
Michigan. | know that at least in
California some of the wineries are
owned by the Catholic church. Is it any
surprise that drinking is so common
among Catholics? Net long ago | walked
over the campus of Mt. Olive College in
North Carolina, originally founded by
Free Wili Baptists but now helonging to
a group no longer affiliated with the
National Association of Free Will
Baptists. Around the boys' dormitory
and inside piled in the garbage cans was
an abundant assortment of empty beer
cans and whiskey bottles discarded by
students. In my file | have a number of
documented accounts of wild drinking
parties held at church-owned schools.
Rather than strong condemnation of
drinking, there is a passive condolence.
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LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE
ATTRACTS FREE WILL
BAPTISTS FROM 16 STATES

NASHVILLE, TN. - Representatives
from 16 Free Will Baptist state
associations gathered for the annual
Leadership Conference for promotional
workers at Camp Hillmont near
Nashville December 2-4.

Using the theme of “Advance,”
Executive Secretary Rufus Coffey set
the stage for each of the 6 scheduled
sessions in his initial address to the
group at the opening session. These
sessions were led by Free Will Baptist
men.

Special seminar speaker,
Keener, president of Keener Marketing
and Research, shared ideas about
goal setting and public relations for
Christian workers, Denominational
leaders from the National Offices in
Nashville and from the various states
described the goals of their respective
ministries, Paramount in these
discussions were ways the
denominational outreach could he
expanded at the local, state and national
levels. The National Association of Free
Will Baptists has been described by the
Wali  Street Journal as one of the
nation’s few growing denominations at
this time. The men involved in this
conference discussed strategy about
how to maintain and accelerate the
present growth rate.

The Leadership Conference is

annuatly sponsored by the Executive
Office of the National Association of
Free Will Baptists,

SHARING [|DEAS — Executive Secretary
Rufus Coffey, right, and Clarence Burton,
promotional secretary for Missouri Free Wil
Baptists, share ideas informally during the
annual Leadership Conference for state
leaders.

Marvin -

" FREE WILL BAPTIST

newsfront

T

FALL ENLARGEMENT CAMPAIGN PROVES
INSTRUMENT FOR SUNDAY SCHOCL GROWTH

NASHWVILLE, TN. — “We doubled our
attendance,” wrote one pastor whose
church participated in the 1975 Fall
Enlargement Campaign sponsored by
the National Sunday School
Department. {n tallying the results from
reporting Sunday schools in 25 different
states and Brazil, an impressive 32.85%
net gain in attendance was made over
the spring quarter average attendance,
according to Harrold Harrison, manager

of the Promotional Sales Division of the
Sunday School Department.

The “Count On Me, Lord"”
Entargement Campaign was developed
by Steve Ange, a Free Will Baptist
layman from Nashville, Tennessee. The
biannual campaign ran for 4 Sundays in
October,

First and second place winners
according to respective divisions are as
follows:

AprilJune Camp.
Divisien Church Ava, Avg. Increase
A 1st Welch — Columbus, OH 737 992 34.60%
2nd First — Bakersfield, CA 543 619 14 %
B 1st Hilttop — Fuguay, NC 410 509 24.15%
2ng Grace — Rocky Mount, NC 416 424 1.92%
C 15t West Tulsa — Tulsa, OK 345 455 31.88%
2nd Mt. Calvary — Hookerton, NC 351 383 912%
[n} 1st First — Salina, KS 287 404 40.77%
2nd Forest Grove — Knoxville, TN 224 272 21.43%
E 1st Goog Springs — Pleasant View, TN 166 287 72.89%
2nd First — Guin, AL 162 235 54.87%
F 1st Immanuel — Durham, NC 140 264 88.57%
2nd Kistler — Davin, W. VA. 139 220 54.27%
G 1st Peace — Washington, NC 857 106.25 86.40%
2nd Faith — Cary, NC 938 167 78.04%
H 1st Bethel — Kansas City, KS 34 1011 197.35%
2nd First — Greenwood, SC 15.69 37 135.78%

FREE WILL BAPTIST BOOK DEALERS PLAN CONVENTION

CONWAY, ARK. — Representatives
from Moody Press, Scripture Press, and
the Church Training Service and Sunday
School Departments of the National
Association of Free Will Baptists will be
among those participating in a national
Bookstore Meeting and Workshop March
15-17, 1976,

This meeting will be a first for Free
Will Baptists engaged in the bookstore
ministry. The event is being hosted by
the Arkansas State Association of Free
Will Baptists at the Ramada Inn in
Conway. The Rev. David Joslin is the

promotional director for the Arkansas
group, and the Rev, Lewis Campbell is
manager of Arkansas’ Christian Supply
Store in Conway.

Among the subjects to be covered
during the workshops are “Trends in
Curriculum,”” ""How 1to Handle
Curriculum Profitably,” “Advertising
and Promotion” and ‘“‘Techniques of
Selling.”” Reservations and program
details are available by writing Rev.
David Joslin, P.O. Box 1404, Conway,
Arkansas 72032.
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newsfront

{continued)

HILLSDALE COLLEGE
DEVELOPING PROGRAM OF
EXTERNAL STUDIES

MOORE, OK. — Hillsdale Free Will
Baptist College is currently developing a
Department of External Studies.
Through this program Hillsdale is
offering Free Will Baptists a series of
courses for home study, designed to
better develop their skills as Christian
workers.

The external studies are available to
both ministers and laymen and to those
who have or have not attended college.
A student may earn regular coliege
credit through these external studies.
Shouid a student later decide to study
toward a degree at Hillsdale, the
nonrgsident courses may be counted up
to a maximum of 32 hours toward the
associate of arts degree or 64 hours
toward the bachelor of arts degree,

At the present time the only
available course in this program is En
1513-1613, Literary Study of the
English Bible. This is a study of the
teachings of the Oid and New
Testaments. In the near future other
courses such as Life of Christ, Pauline
Episties, American Federal Government,
fntroduction to Missions and
Pentateuch are to be added to the
curriculum. This program is flexible,
and additional courses will be added to
meet the needs of interested students.
All courses will be college level courses
supervised by members of the Hillsdale
faculty.

The cost of these courses is $25.00
per semester hour, There is also a
$10.00 matriculation fee required of
students enrolling in Hillsdale for the
first time. The tuition fee includes all
workbooks and other materials except
the textbook.

A student may begin these courses at
any time and work at his own pace.
However, each course must bhe
completed within one year of the time
it is begun if credit is given. For further
information or for an Application to
Admission write Hillsdale Free Wil
Baptist Coliege, Department of External
Studies, P.O, Box 6343, Moore,
Oklahoma 73160,

Shank

RECEIPTS:
State Nov.
Co-op

Alabama $ 25.50
Arjzona -
Arkansas 2,547.31
California 713.83
Florida 815.26
Georgia 230.60
Idaho 93.40
Illinois 489.82
Indiana 104.00
Towa 162.63
Kansas 374,90
Kentucky -
Maryland 271.00
Michigan 55.79
Minnesota Ce
Mississippi 45.40
Missouri 3,801.51
New Mexico R
North Carolina 125.00
Northwest Assoc, 81.17
Ohio 369.56
Oklahoma 3,695.53
Tennessee 1,840.73
Texas 25.00
Virginia 24.42
Wyoming .
Totals $15,792.36
DISBURSEMENTS:
Executive Office 4,955.51
Foreign Missions 3,470.17
Bible College 2,495.44
Home Missions 2,038.16
Church Training Ser. 1,158.69
Retirement & Ins, 1,088.88
Layman’s Board 360.58
Commission on Theo-

logical Liberalism 8§9.93
Miscellaneous 135.00
Totals $15,792.36

yOur g{ﬁs to tf:e C

COOPERATIVE PLAN OF SUPPORT
November 1976

(
(
(
(

M5 Nov. "4 Year

Design. to Date
3 .. 8 21.70 § 2,285.92
R e 800.07
2,617.59 17,587.04
719.25 6,844.72
1,133.54 10,686.79
283.16 1,640.28
11.11 530.58
A 13,536.92
677.05
686.21
e 2,206,16
Ca 40.43 88.80
(30.00) 13.00 927.16
B 39.50 243.90
. 123.59 960.91
(3,801.51) 2,870.00 34,885.00
. cen 162.68
(50.00) 75.00 1,262.57
Ce R 630.92
N 657.61 7,8186.30
(3,595.53) 4,396.56 48,149.01
. 1,566.69 5,871.99
264.79 2,152,34
27.55 329.75
25.00 s
$14,886.07 $160,863.07
1,008.09} 1,727.26 60,670.45
2,357.22) 4,111.00 33,584.70
1,358.06) 3,076.49 21,904.34
1,230.98) 2,480.16 19,132.03
(590.85) 1,674.83 10,627.54
{521.04) 1,173.93 9,217.77
{207.71) 508.47 3,5642.16
(68.09) 129.42 862.77
{135.00) 4.51 1,321.31

You for

$14,886.07 $160,863.07

ARKANSAS PASTOR DIES

DARDANELLE, ARK. — Rev, Robert
Ashmore, pastor of the First Free Will
Baptist Church of Dardanelle, passed
away October 4, 1975, at St. Mary’'s
Hospital in Dardanelie. Me was 46 years

of age at the time of his death.

Ordained on November 30, 1957,
Brother Ashmore had also pastored
churches at Holman, New Liberty,
Plainview and Freedom.
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GEMS IN THE GREEK TESTAMENT

By Robert Picirilli

in | Thessalonians 1:6 Paul
commends the young Christians at
Thessalonica because they ‘‘became
followers of us, and of the Lord, having
received the word in much affliction,
with joy of the Holy Ghost.”

The Greek word translated
“followers™ is interesting. The word is
mimetai (from which we get our English
word “mimic”) and means “‘imitators.”
So this word does not mean “follow'’ in
the sense of coming after, following
behind, going where one is led. There is
another Greek word for that kind of
following.

This word means to follow by
copying, by being like the one followed,
by being /n the same pattern. In other
words, if you tell someone to “follow”
you in this sense, you mean for them to
be like you, to copy you, to imitate

Christians Admonished
to Be Imitators

you, to show {in whatever matter is
involved} the same pattern they see in
you.

The word is used a few other places
in the New Testament, In 1 Corinthians
4:16 and 11:1, for examples, Paul urges
the Corinthians to be followers —
imitators — of him; and in each passage
he is referring to their imitation of him
in two very specific matters. In Hebrews
6:12 we are asked to be imitators of
those “who through faith and patience
inherit the promises’’: that is, to copy
them in their perseverance. in Ephesians
5:1 we are instructed to be imitators of
God and “‘walk in love.” In each passage
then the particular matter in which one
should be an imitator is to be found in
the context.

Then what about 1 Thessalonians
1:6, in what way are the Thessalonians
“imitating’’ (following in the pattern of)
Paul {“us”) and Jesus {“the Lord’"}? {s

that a broad and general copying of
Christian character and conduct? Or is
this an imitation of Paul and Jesus in
some very specific matter?

Probably it is the latter. Note that
the next line of the verse says, “having
received the word in much affliction,”
That probably explains the specific way
the Thessalonians had ‘‘followed the
pattern” manifested both in Paul and in
Jesus., They believed and then suffered
for their faith.

Compare 1 Thessalonians 2:14,
where the very same word crops up
again: ‘"Ye, brethren, became followers
of the churches of God which in Judea
are in Christ Jesus: for ye also have
suffered like things of your
countrymen, even as they have of the
Jews,"”’

Therefore, Paul is saying this: A
certain pattern of suffering for the faith
had been demonstrated in the
experiences of Jesus, Paul and the
Jewish churches in Judea. The
Thessalonians, so soon called on to
suffer for their faith, have followed in
that pattern and are to be encouraged
by realizing they are in such good
company. Like Jesus, Paul and the
Judean churches, the Thessalonians have
remained faithful in spite of the
persecution and have had joy in their
hearts as a result of the work of the
Holy Spirit. A

CHECKIiING OUT
CHURCH-RELATED
ORGANIZATIONS
{Cont. from page 15)

consent, Unfortunately, even
where there is consent, there is not
necessarily proper investigation on
the part of the consenter,

5. Demand a current and detailed
financial statement, prepared by
an independent CPA. Study the
financial report carefully to see
how the money is being spent,
How much goes toward
administrative costs? Overhead?
What percentage is spent on fund
raising and the promotional
media? It's the Lord’s money
you're investing. He expects you
to do your homework. So do not
hesitate. Be bold; be fearless. An
organization that chooses to

solicit funds from the public
should not obiect to the public’s
examining that organization’s use
of those funds.

6. Find out if the organization
belongs to any association of
mission boards or related
organizations. 1t is true that many
good causes do not belong to any
association; but in our times it is
advisable for the independent,
non- or interdenominational
nonprofit organization to belong
to one or more. This practice on
the part of good organizations
would make it harder for bad
organizations to stay in business.

There are several associations
to choose from, and they have
standards and requirements that
members are supposed to live up
to. Of course, hy itself
membership in an association does

not automatically guarantee an
aboveboard operation, but it is
one step in the right direction, 1t
is good for everyone to be
accountable to someone outside
one's own organization.

7. Get divine clearance for every

financial involvement,

So know your missions. Be a careful,
conmscientious investor for God. You
owe it to the Lord, to the Church, to
worthy causes and to yourself, Before
you send that check, check. Before you
invest, investigate. Good stewardship
begins with the right information.

if you are currently supporting an
organization you have not properly
checked out, make the effort and take
the time to do so. DO NOT STOP
supporting anything in the meantime.
The organization may very well be
worthy of your support, But you shouid
be sure. A
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By Mabel Ketteman

There is no greater heritage than a
Christian home and to be brought up in
the nuiture and admonition of the
Lord.

Many parents try to amass a great
fortune to leave to their children, and in
so doing they neglect the most
important matter of training a child in
the way he should go (Proverbs 22:6}.
Righteousness is a far greater heritage
than riches.

It is not surprising that the Apostle
Paul held the esteemn that he did for the
young man Timothy when we consider
the influence and faith that dwelt first
in his grandmother Lois and his mother
Eunice, Paul writes in his second epistle
to Timothy, “And that from a child
thou hast known the holy scriptures,
which are able to make thee wise unto
salvation through faith which is in
Christ Jesus™ (11 Timothy 3:15}.

Parents, we need to dedicate our

Responsibilities of a
. Christian Parent

children to God. Remember how
Hannah dedicated Samuel to the Lord
even before he was born., Because of
that Samuel was a great spokesman for
the Lord.

We hear so many people say that it is
harder today to train children in the
Christian faith. Perhaps this is true, but
as we look back in the Scriptures we
find that there were very few in
Samue!'s day who maintained faith in
God. The answer now as then lies in our
dedication to the task of training our
children.

So often we sacrifice much in money
and time to train our children for
different occupations or professions in
life but leave off the study and teaching
of the Word.

At a women's meeting this question
was being discussed, “How early in a
chitld's life ought one seek to
influence that life to accept Jesus as
Savior and Lord?’’ Many helpful views

were expressed. In the group sat an old
gray-haired lady. Obviously, she was
greatly interested in the discussion but
remained silent. The presiding officer
asked her to give her viewpoint. The
grandmother said, 'I’ll tell you when |
hegan to influence my daughter
Christward. | began 20 years before she
was born by giving myself to the saving
and keeping power of Jesus Christ.”’

A great responsibility rests upon the
parent, but it is so rewarding. ‘Lo,
children are an heritage of the Lord:
and the fruit of the womb is his reward”
(Psalms 127:3). Our first obligation is to
give them tove, No child is as poor as
one who is not loved.

Youth is the ideal time to begin
loving and serving the Lord, Ecclesiastes
12:1 and | Timothy 4:12 speak on this
subject. One of the greatest influences
in a child's accepting Christ at an early
age is home envircnment. To remain
true to Christ demands consecration,
dedication and separation.

Train up a child in the way he
shoutd go, and when he is old, he wiil
not depart.

ABOUT THE WRITER: Mrs. Ketteman was
converted at the age of 12 and joined the
Webbs Prairie Free Will Baptist Church in
Ewing, Hifinois, where she is still an active
member. She is the mother of one son and 2
daughters, Son Paul is a minister and
daughter Jane is the wife of Evangelist Bobby
Jackson. A

THE SOUNDING BOARD

Should a minister limit his reading
of the Word in the pulpit to the
King James Version of the Bible?

colored the finest of our literature.
Although one dispute or another may
arise concerning the merits of the other
versions of the Bible, | think there will
still be an overwhelming preference
shown for the King James Version as a
testimony to its ageless beauty and
appeal.

Arnold Woodlief, evangelist

more readers are staunch in their
adherence to it. The King James Version
of the Bible has influenced and indelibly

King James Version
Ageless in Beauty and
Appeal

Marvin Chapel
Free Will Baptist Church
Marianna, Florida

A minister in my opinion shoulid
{imit his reading of God's Word in the
pulpit to the KingJames Version of the
Bible. |1 helieve it is more authoritative
than any other version. The King James
Bible is phrased to be within ready
comprehension of every person, | think.
The rendering of it is sound; therefore,

FOR FUTURE DISCUSSION
Should tithes be given to the local church only?

Send your reply to Editor, CONTACT Magazine, P.O. Box 1088, Nashville, Tennessee
37202 Discussion should be limited to 300 words or less. All comments must be signed by
the writer and include the name and address of the church with which he is affiliated.
Replies should reach the editor by the first week of the month following the date of the
Jssue in which the question is presented.
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