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schools became prominent in England
and America. Many of these secular
schools featured the Bible as their
texthook. The American plan for
Sunday schools called for the teaching
of the Bible by Christian laymen and
women. it was also to become an
agency both of evangelization and
training.

SUNDAY SCHOOL PRESENT

During the first century the Sunday
school experienced considerable growth
under the strong influence of Robert
Raikes. Raikes" ‘‘mission schools”
spread throughout England, Wales,
Ireland and Scotland. When the Raikes’
Sunday school idea was brought to
America, it was adopted by the
churches as a means of teaching the
Gospet. The Sunday school moved into
an era of memaorization — great passages
of ‘Scriptures were committed to
memory, Sometimes prizes were
awarded to the child who was able to
recite the most Scripture. Then the
Sunday school studies became a series
of questions, and “‘Union Question
Books'' were published. At the close of
this first century the International
Lesson Outlines were born.

During these early years the Sunday
school was organized into the various
divisions that are recognized today. The
Cradle Roll Department began in 1880.
The story is told that a small boy
dropped one penny into a birthday
bank of a Sunday school. He
acknowledged that the penny was not
for himself but for his baby brother
who was ‘'too young to come to Sunday
school.”” The vyoung lad’s teachers
decided that it would be a good idea to
compile a list of babies too young to
attend Sunday schoot, and the Cradle
Roll Ministry was begun. Common sense
helped to create the other levels of
Sunday school organization. Many
Sunday schools adopted the titles given
to the various levels by the secular
schools., Gradually the organization
took shape.

Ready To Go, But It Didn't

The Sunday school was now geared
for expansion. If it thrived in its first
century, surely it would abound in its
second century. This was not to be so.
The Sunday school went into an era of
decline. Beginning in 1916 there was a
decrease in the number of Sunday

{Please Turn to Page 6)
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FWBBC PRESIDENT TO PARTICIPATE IN WORLD CONGRESS OF FUNDAMENTALISTS

EDINBURGH, SCOTLAND — Dr. L. C.
Johnson, president of Free Will Baptist
Bible College, Nashvilie, Tennessee, is
one of many who hold to the
fundamentals of the Christian faith to
be invited to participate in the program

of the World Congress of
Fundamentalists. Cailed the first
meeting of its kind to cross
denominational lines, the World

Congress is scheduled June 15-22, 1976.
Sponsars say it is not designed to create
a new denomination or worid
organization, but is for feltowship,
instruction and inspiration,

The worldwide meeting will feature
speakers such as Dr. lan Paisley,
member of parliament and minister
from Belfast, Northern Ireland; Dr. Baob
Jones, 1l of Bob Jones University,
Greenville, South Carolina; Dr. Jack
Van Impe, an evangeiist from Roval
Qak, Michigan; Dr. Tom Malone, pastor
from Pontiac, Michigan, and president
of the Midwestern Baptist College;
Judge Evelyn Coffman, Court of
Common Pleas, Washington Courthouse,
Ohig; and Dr. Wendell Zimmerman,
editor of the Baptist Bible Tribune,

Jacksonville, Florida. Other speakers
come from around the world including
Toronto, Canada; Bangalore, India;
South Australia; Singapore; Alexandria,
Egypt; Mazeres, France; and West
Pakistan.

Among the topics to be discussed are
the authority of the BRibie, the basis of
Christian fellowship, missions in a
changing world, pros and cons of
current evangelistic techniques, and the
Christian‘s responsibility to his
government. Papers on the subjects will
be read, and delegates will have an
opportunity to respond. Times of
prayer, special seminars, meetings for

il
N

women and preaching services are
included in the program.

Dr. Johnson will moderate a panel of
Christian educators who will discuss
“The Fundamentalist and Education.”
Panelists include Dr, Dayton Hobbs,
president of Santa Rosa Christian
Schools in Miiton, Florida; Mr. John
McKenzie, chairman of the Board of
Directors of Faith Christian School, Inc.
in South Austratia; and Dr, Paut S,
Warren, Huntington Christian Academy,
Huntington, West Virginia.

Other Free Wilt Baptist leaders are
expected to be in attendance at this
World Congress of Fundamentalists.

FREE WILL BAPTIST

newsfront

&

CHURCH PERSONNEL CHANGES

These changes in Free Will Baptist
pastoral and other church personnel
are provided by CONTACT Magazine
as a service to its readers, No person
will be listed as having left a place of
service until he is called officially to
serve with another congregation.

PASTORATES

CALIFORNIA

Bob Thornburg to Santa Paula
Church, Santa Paula from Garland
Church, Garland, Texas

Bilf Johnson to Clovis Church,
Clovis from Buhl Church, Buhl, Idaho

Mery| Erickson to Concord Church,
Concord from Clovis Church, Clovis

Gordon H. Bradshaw to Selma
Church, Selma from Santa Paula
Church, Santa Paula

MICHIGAN

Mifton Worthington to Central
Church, Royal Qak from Donelson
Church, Nashvitie, Tennessee

MISSOURI

Larry Stevens to Fellowship
Church, Flat River from Pleasant Acres
Church, New Bern, North Carolina

NORTH CARQLINA

A. C. Trufuck to Rocky Pass
Church, Marion from Satilla Church,
Hazelhurst, Georgia

Wayne Lee to Faith
Rockingham from First
Washington

Billy Jackson to First Church,
Jacksonville from Cove City Church,
Cove City

Gordon Hart to First
Grimesland from Grifton
Grifton

William Seley to Cowe City Church,
Cove City

Billy Allen to West Fifth Avenue
Church, Gastonia from Rocky Pass
Church, Marion

Ron fvey to First Church, Wash-
ington from New Hope Church,
Fredricktown, Missouri

Church,
Church,

Church,
Church,

OHIO
Floyd Montgomery to First
Church, New Carlisie

OKLAHOMA

Jamey Deathridge to First Church,
Healdton from Lone Grove Church,
Lone Grove

Junior Barton to Lone
Church, Lone Grove

Grove

TENNESSEE

Eiro Driggers to Woodbine Church,
Nashvilte from Wesconnett Church,
Jacksonville, Florida

Windeil Trusseil to Loyal Chapel
Church, Columbia from New Salem
Church, Colguitt, Georgia

OTHER PERSONNEL

NORTH CAROLINA

David Thomas to principalship of
tt. Calvary Christian Academy,
Hookerton

Ronnie Snipes to L.iberty Church,
Durham as Educational Director

Ronnie Knight to Liberty Church,
Durham as Bus Director

Joe Postlewaite to principalship of
West Duplin Christian Academy,
Warsaw

OKLAHOMA

Leroy Hoiman to First Church,
Ardmore as Minister of Youth and
Qutreach
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CTS BOARD CREATES “THE BICENTENARY AWARD”

NASHVILLE, TENN. — The Church
Training Service Department of the
National Association of Free Will
Baptists has chosen the year of our
nation’s Bicentennial observance to
taunch its newest attendance award,
Appropriately named “The Bicentenary
Award,”” the honor will be given to any
church which averages 200 in
attendance in its Church Training
Service program for any given literature
guarter.

The newly created award will be
presented not onlty during this
Bicentennial year but in subsequent

MERGER OF TWO CHURCHES
BRINGS NEW LIFE TO
ALABAMA CONGREGATION

PLEASANT GROVE, AL. — The
merger of the Ensley Free Will Baptist
Church, formerly located in the Enstey
community of Birmingham, with the
nearby First Free Will Baptist Church of
Pleasant Grove, Afabama, has brought
new enthusiasm to the congregation
according to Ed Ledlow, pastor. The
merged congregations began worshiping
together January 18 with 93 in services
the first Sunday. The Ensley
congregation was averaging in the low
50’s prior to the merger, and the First
Church’s attendance had declined to
about 20. Mr. Ledlow previously
ministered with the Ensiey
congregation,

The merged congregations wilt go
under the name of First Free Will
Baptist Church. Charter membership
was opened February 11. The church is
located in a growing area of
approximately 8,000 poputation. The
former Enstey Church was located near
an industrial area, and residents were
moving from the neighborhood, Pastor
Lediow is very optimistic about the
outreach possibilities in the Pieasant
Grove community.

The First Church is located on a
3-acre tract. The present value of the
church property is near $100,000. Plans
call for a new parsonage to be built
adjacent to the existing church plant,
The Ensley Church property has been
sald.

years as well. It is the second award
created by the department to honor
CTS’s which achieve attendance records.
The first was “The Century Award”
which is designed for those averaging
100 in any given literature quarter. A
number of churches already are
members of the **100 Club.” However,
due to continuous training and
developed leadership in local CTS's,
several churches are now hovering near
the 200 mark, and a few have excesded
it.

As a result of this new designation,
local CTS’s participating in the annual
fall promotion campaign will compete
only with churches in the division in
which they fatl. This is indeed a
significant mark of progress for Church
Training Services throughout the
denomination,

MASSACHUSETTS CHURCH
EXPERIENCING NEW GROWTH

BILLERICA, MASS. — The Randall
Memorial Free Wil Baptist Church is
experiencing encouraging growth in
recent months according to Pastor Mack
Owens. He reports that as a result of 2%
years of witnessing and sowing the seed
in the Greater Boston Area, the
congregation is beginning to reap a
fruitful harvest. Souls are being saved
each Sunday, and the church is now
averaging 50 in attendance. An active
visitation program is being maintained,
The group is currently meeting in the
Dutile School while seeking a more
permanent location.

The pastor has resigned his secular
job in order to devote full time to the
ministry of this growing congregation.
The church voted in January to support
the Cooperative Plan and has begun
sending 10 percent of its offerings to
the National Association.

Magazines have a ministry . | .

Currently . ..

By
EUGENE WORKMAN
Administrative Editor

The Christian elementary school of
Welch Avenue FWB Church, Dayton,
Ohio, received accreditation from the
state in early December. Maore than 600
standards were met by the school in
only 2 vyears to receive this
accreditation, according to Principal
Mike Boggs. Reports indicate
approximately 125 students enroiled
from kindergarten through eighth grade.
Plans now call for some high school
grades to be added next fall. Paul
Thompson pastors Welch Avenue
Church, With the average Sunday school
attendance over 900, the congregation is
planning to build soon.

First FWB Church, Checotah,
Oklahoma, reached an average
attendance of 193 in 1975 to set a new
record for vyearly average.... High
monthly average for year was in
December when attendance was 223,
Pastor Charles Biggers reports souls
saved in 1975 and beautiful educational
building completed.

Giving Christ a Christmas present is
becoming a part of the Christmas
observance in many FWB churches.
Such is true of Capitol Hill FWB
Church, Oklahoma City which
designated its annual “Gift for Christ at
Christmas’’ for Hillsdale FWB College at
Moore. Offering totaled $821.25.
Congregation of Ghanna FWB Church,
Ghanna, Ohio, designated their
“Christmas for Christ Offering’” of
$1,100 for their new building fund.
Homer Young pastors at Capitol Hill.
David McKnight pastors Ghanna church.

The youth of the Fellowship FWB
Church, Kingsport, Tennessee, are not
going to tire their feet in their latest
effort to raise funds for their various
projects. Walk-a-thons are out and



youth-rocking-chair rock-a-thons are in.
This latest fund-raising endeavor was
scheduted for B8 hours on a recent
Saturday ... wonder if their
grandparents feel their potential for
fund raising is being diminished with
this new intrusion? Winston Sweeny
pastors,

Pastor John Hollis states that the
FWB Mission, Kankakee, illinois, is
moving as fast as possible toward
self-support. At this point group has
assumed monthly financial
responsibilities of $601 for the expenses
of rent, building fund, foreign missions,
utilities and partial support of pastor's
salary plus an additional 10% for
Cooperative giving; also literature costs,
office supplies and upkeep on 2 vans
used for bus ministry. The mission is a
joint project of the illinois State Mission
Board and National Home Missions and
Church Extension Board.

in December Temple FWB Church,
Greenville, North Carolina, became the
youngest church to be inducted into the
National Sunday School Department’s
300 Club." The Temple congregation,
which will not be 2 years old until June,
1976, averaged over 300 in Sunday
school attendance for 13 consecutive
weeks. In January this record was
broken with a 345 average. In 1975
Pastor Richard Kennedy reported there
were 350 decisions for Christ. ... 94
were baptized. Church is now using 6
buses in its outreach in the community.

Rev. and Mrs. Arnold Shrewsberry
are newly appointed home missionaries
to Canton, Ohio. Their work will be
joint project between Ohio State Board
of Home Missions and National Home
Missions and Church Extension Board.
Shrewsberrys are currently on itinerate
in their native Ohio.

The continual increase in attendance
at Bethel FWB Church, South Roxana,
lilinois, has necessitated dual Sunday
schools to accommaodate record crowds.
On Perfect Attendance Day January 18,
502 attended with 9 professions of
faith. Some of those being saved each
week are deaf people reached by the
church’s deaf ministry. Pastor Jim
Walker stated the average Sunday schoot
attendance for January was 378 ....10
were baptized during that month.
Congregation is in building program.

In seeking to broaden the vision of
the layman’s work, !Hlinois ministers and
taymen came together for a layman's

rally in Mt. Vernon February 20. Loyd
Olsan, director of the national layman's
work, was speaker for this unique rally
sponsored by 1linois Layman’s Board.

The Reverend Cart Nelson, former
Tennessee pastor, has been
recommended as a full-time evangelist
by Tennessee's Appalachian Association
of Free Will Baptists. Rev, O. P. Stokes
is moderator of the association.

Forty new members have joined
Grace FWB Church, Oklahoma City
during the first 6 months of Charles
Wilson’s pastorate.... Group has
adopted the motto, “Be the Greatest
Church for Christ in Town."”

Pastor Ed Cook reports that West
Palm Beach FWB Church, West Palm
Beach, Florida, after beginning as a
mission 5 years ago, has assets totaling
over $102,000 with liabilities near
$19,000. Group now in financial
position to sell present church and
locate on 3 acres of choice land. 8ond
program will finance move. Despite fact
congregation has almost literally
“turned over’” 3 times since mission
started, church now averages about B0
in Sunday school and 70 in preaching
services.

Pastor Earl Scroggins, First FWB
Church, Wichita Falls, Texas, feels new
members and those attending church
need to know where money they give is
being spent and why church operates as
it does. Therefore, he conducted special
class in February for this purpose.
Under discussion were such things as
church’s organization, its structure
including each of the church auxiliaries
and standing boards, and financial
undergirding — a good idea for a
growing church.

The congregation of Southern Oaks
FWB Church, Oklahoma City s
participating in the Bicentennial
celebration under the theme "A Past to
Remember — A Future to Mold.” Using
World Home Bible League theme and
plan, Pastor Jerry Dudley is writing
daily study guides for every day of the
week for February, June and November,
Each Sunday during those months
Dudley will launch week’s study by
preaching from that week’s theme. He
suggests that each church family use
materiais at family altar time, individual
study time or perhaps even in a home
Bible study group. This is a new
approach to getting the congregation
involved in the message... very
commendable on the part of the pastor

to challenge his people through this

medium ... also means extra
preparation for pastor.
Buford Pierce, pastor of Marvin

Chapel FWB Church, Marianna, Florida,
pushed February 15 as Tract Sunday,
Each one attending was given several
good tracts to be used in getting out the
Word of God.... Special emphasis
sounds like an exceilent way to get the
congregation involved in tract ministry.

Faith Chapel FWB Church, Hobbs,
New Mexico, has seen average
attendance rise from 16 in January,
1975, to B4 in January, 1978. During
the first month of new year one person
was saved, one baptized and 3 united
with the church. T. B. Gartman pastors.

The bus ministry of First FWB
Church, Lawton, Oklahoma, extends to
nearby Fort Sill Army 8ase which

registers a transient 23,000 population.

Since bus ministry to the base started in
October, 1974, approximately 400
first-time armed service personnel have
entered the church’s door. Many have
been converted, rededicated and
baptized. Pastor Clate W. Briggs, Jr.
recently became church’s first full-time
pastor after serving on part-time basis
prior to his retirement from the U.S.
Army.

It was erroneously reported in
March issue that David Weeks, pastor
at Oaklawn FWB Church, Chapmans-
boro, Tennessee, had accepted call to
North Heights FWB Church, Tex-
arkana, Arkansas. Not so! Mr. Weeks is
still going strong with Oaklawn
congregation, New pastor at North
Heights is James Amick who formerly
pastored First FWB Church, Spring-
field, Tennessee.

Pastor Vernon Maggart, Freeman
Chapel FW8B Church, Easton, Missouri,
reports 1975 a record-breaking year.
Sunday school attendance reached high
of 91 in December; church exceeded
its goal of $160 for foreign missions
by giving $1,916.74 and also con-
tributed $942.42 to Cooperative Plan.
Total outside giving was $3,272.51,

February newcomers to CONTACT's
Church Family Plan: First FWB Church,
De Soto, Missouri, Charles Miller,
pastor; St. John FWB Church, Patrick,
South Carolina, Merritt Floyd, pastor.

Most information for this column
gleaned from church bulletins and
midweek papers. ... Put me on your
mailing list. A
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NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF FREE WILL BAPTISTS
APPLICATION FOR HOUSING RESERVATIONS

Tulsa, Oklahoma

July 11-15, 1976

Please fill out form. completely and mait to:

F.W.B. Central Housing Bureau
Chamber of Commerce
616 South Boston Avenue
Tulsa, Oklahoma 74119 .

ALL RESERVATIONS MUST BE CLEARED THROUGH
THE F.W.B. CENTRAL HOUSING BUREAU. Each request
must give definite date and approximate hour of arrival and
include names and addresses of all persons who will occupy
the rooms requested. If it is necessary for you to cancel a

FOR HOUSING BUREAU USE

reservation, please notify the Housing Bureau promptly. At
least four choices of hotels/motels are desirable. Reservations
wili be filled in order of receipt. Confirmations wiil be sent
after May 1, 1978. Reservations must be made by June 28,
1976. Reservations will NOT be accepted by telephone.

ACCOMMODATIONS DESIRED:

RATE DESIRED

Room {s) for one person {one full size bed) $ to
Room{s}) for two perscens {one full size bed) $ to
Room(s} for two persons {two double beds) $ to
Rcom(s} for { ) three or { } four persons {two double beds) $ to
Room(s} with twin beds for two persons $ 10
Suite-Parlor and { ) one bedroom { } two bedrooms $ to
HOTEL Tst choice oot it e i e e Brd choiCe ..o e e s
OR
MOTEL 2nd choice . oo e e e e Athchoice ... v i i e e et e i n s
Planned arrival date ... ............. ... ot e time . ... 11 pm.....
Planned departure date .. ....... .o r s iy time . ..ol am,.,....... pm.........
NAMES OF OCCUPANTS Street City State Zip
1
2
3
4
b
6
7

{Names of all parties must be listed. Please print names and complete addresses. Bracket the names of those
staying in the same room. We cannot confirm unless rooms requested balance with number of persons listed.}

SEND Name

CONFIRMATION Address

TO: City

State Zip
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General Director Shares
Observations of Recent Trip
to European Mission Points

Rolla D. Smith became general director of the Department of Foreign
Missions in mid-September of last vear. Just 5% months later he headed
for France and Spain to observe and give direction to Free Will Baptist

ministries there,

CONTACT staffers feet readers will enjoy this

interview report of Mr. Smith’'s February visit to these 2 European

countries,

Why did you decide to return to the
Foreign Missions Department?

Returning to the Foreign Missions
Department was not on my agenda, |
love the pastorate and had hoped to
continue in that role indefinitely, When
asked by the hboard to consider the
appointment, after several days of
prayer and heart searching God showed
me He wanted me to assume these
responsibilities. Getting the Gospel to
the ends of the earth is one of the
greatest challenges in the Christian
ministry. Factors that weighed heavily
in making the final decision included
my knowledge and experience in the
department as former director and
board member for 21 years, as well as
relative freedom from family
responsibilities. The general director
must spend much of his time traveling.
With both of my daughters married, |
am not tied to home responsibitities.

Mr. Smith, why did yvou visit our work
in France and Spain in February?

Dock and Norma Jean Caton and
Lonnie and Anita Sparks will soon
finish language schocl and hegin their
active ministries in Spain. | wanted to
visit these 2 families and give Dock and
Lonnie some assistance in selecting areas
of witness and the type of approach in
initiating their witness, Another
important reason for my going to Spain
was to observe the political climate as it
relates to our future missionary
activities. As you know, the government
is in a transitional period due to the
death of their longtime ruler, Franco.

The Don Sextons returned to France
in January, and some decision needed to
be made regarding their location. The
Joe Haas family is preparing for a
stateside furlough, and we needed to
work out personnel arrangements for
the church Joe pastors in Rennes. Jerry
and Janice Webb and Dennis and Carol
Teague are finishing their first year of
language study in a special school at
Albertville. We needed to make
arrangements for these 2 couples to
become actively engaged in ministering
on a part-time basis while continuing
fanguage study.

How long have Free Will Baptists had a
Gospel witness in France?

Dan and Margaret Merkh began our
first work in France by establishing a

church in Nantes. They began this
ministry in July, 1966. In October,
1969, the Merkhs hegan Sunday

afternoon Bible studies and prayer
meetings in a rented activities room in
an apartment building in Rennes. Joe
and Barbara Haas arrived in April, 1970,
at which time the Merkhs came home
for a short furlough. From April, 1970,
to September, 1970, Haas pastored the
church in Nantes and went t0 Rennes
{60 mites away) on Sunday afternoons
and Friday nights for films and Bible
study. When Merkh returned in
September, 1970, Haas started morning
services in Rennes and a midweek
prayer meeting and Bible study. in
January, 1971, Haas started an English
Bible study in his home.

In what types of ministries are our
missionaries in France now involved?

Joe Haas® responsibilities are similar
to any pastor’s role in the states —
preaching, teaching, visitation in homes
and hospitals in the Rennes area.

Jerry Gibbs is Joe's assistant, and he
also ministers to university students. His
wife Barbara has a music ministry with
the Rennes Church and the Bible clubs.
Both are still studying the language.

Don Sexton is making plans to start a
Bible class in his home in Nantes in
preparation for the establishment of a
new church. Jerry Webb is making
similar plans for Nantes. It is hoped that
these 2 Bible study groups will become
full-fledged works by the time the
Webbs finish language school. The first
church established by Free Will Baptists
in Nantes has withdrawn its
denominational affiliation and is now an
independent congregation with a
national pastor.

Patsy Vanhook is engaged in child
evangelism in Rennes. She assists in the
student ministry and has 3 weekly Bible
clubs in addition to her language
studies.

What is the current strength of our work
in Rennes?

The adult membership is 45 {over 18
years of age). The younger ones are
baptized after conversion and received
into the fellowship of the church, but
are not recognized as official members
by the government. On Sunday morning
the attendance averages around 90.
Tuesday night prayer and Bible study
attendance is in the 40’s, while the
Saturday night French Bible class
attendance is in the 20, Sunday
evening English Bible class averages in
the 20's.

Since their church
buitding in WNovember, 1974, the
attendance has doubled. The
congregation is systematically paying
back the money borrowed for this
building.

occupying

Do you see our summer missionaries
playing any significant role in our
Gospel witness in France?

Yes, provided we send out the right

‘personnel and they are used properly,

they will. Summer missicnaries have
unlimited opportunities to minister to
university students and other youths in
France. As long as our young pecple
meet the spiritual and other
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e N “light ;of ‘the; obvnous SN '
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