











suitable to their spiritual maturity.
Effort is made to get a new convert to
actively witnhess to others what Christ
has done for him.

The continuous efforts of those in
leadership at Welch Avenue to make
disciptes of new converts is greatly
responsible for the large response of
participants in the recently staged
“‘Here’'s Life, Columbus’ endeavor. Over
200 from the Welch Avenue
congregation completed a training
program sponsored by Campus Crusade
for Christ that required attendance
Thursday and Friday nights and for 12
hours on Saturday. An extensive
$80,000 city-wide media campaign was
used to saturate Columbus with the
Good News of the Gospel through
newspapers, billboards, radio, television,
bumper stickers and lapel buttons. The
message of the first week was "I found
it.”” For the next 3 weeks these medias
carried petsonal testimonies of those
finding Christ as Savior, always giving a
number to call for further information.
The calls were referred to participating
churches. Then trained workers from
that church were sent to make home
visits in an effort to lead the inquirers to
Christ. At Welch Avenue Church a bank
of 20 telephones was installed to handle
calls and to use in contacting every
home in the section assigned as the
responsibility of the congregation,

in an analysis of church growth there
are some factors that are considered by
others to be important and necessary to
a successfui endeavor, but these have
not been strong determining factors in
the Welch Avenue Church. For example,
the continued growth cannot be
attributed to human intellect. When
rapid growth started, there was not one
college graduate in the church. ldeal
jocation was not a factor. The church is
in an “inner city” location. Financial
wealth was not the source of strength.
The core of the membership has always
been those of moderate means, The sole
source of strength has been God, who
always chooses to use Christians
committed to earnest prayer and strict
obedience to His Word.

ABOUT THE WRITER: Mr. Boggs serves as
principal of the elementary school sponsored
by Welch Avenue Free Will Baptist Church,
Columbus, Ohjo. The Qhlo State Unjversity
graduate is a member of the Church Training
Service Board of the National Association of
Free Will Baptists. A
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Christians
Are Not
Hermits !

By George Lee

Years ago | recall a popular gospel
song entitled, “No Man Is An island.”
The essence of the song is that
Christians ought not isolate themselves
but should let their light shine in order
to assist others and give directions to
lives that are groping in darkness,
Should believers in Christ withdraw
from society and wait for His return?
We think not. We believe in the return
of the Lord for His church, and we pray
not, “Wait A Little Longer, Please
Jesus.”” We pray with John, the beloved
disciple, “Even so, Lord Jesus, come!”’
Christians ought to be actively invoived
in trying to win the lost and not to be
retreating beyond a cloistered veil of
anonymity.

\ \_‘“_%i\ :_ ?
i N
s

At approximately 8:30 p.m.
September 29, 1975, about a dozen
members of the Nance family met for
their prayer meeting. While in the
meeting they ‘‘received a message” from
the mouth of their Aunt Viola Walker
that was to change their lives and
manner of living. They had received
similar messages which they thought
"“came from God.” The message
revealed to them that the “end of the
world"" was imminent and that they
should remain in their house, Since that
time they have remained as a unit in
that house waiting for the end of the
world and for Jesus to come.

According to various news releases
they quit going to work since the
“direct command of God to stay in the
house overrode the biblical command to
be industrious.” They quit paying their
bilts. They reasoned that worldly
possessions are of no account in a worid
that is about to face the judgment of
Almighty God. Through default of
payments they have lost automobiles,
trucks and houses that they were
buying. More recently, because of
nonpayment FHA officials have taken
steps to remove the clan from the house
where they have been congregating since
their decision to remain indoors,

They have ceased sending their
children to school. They reason, “What
good is schooling in an earthiy system
when the kingdom of God is at hand?"
However, a county judge did require the
replacement of & school-age children
back into public schoo! as required by
law. One member of the clan has lost

custody of a 14-year-old daughter
because the mother would not promise
to reinstate the child in school,

All of this is taking place in Grannis,
Arkansas, a small village, population of
about 170, located near the
southwestern border of the state,

The Nance family reports that the
“message” they received on September
29 was not the first one they were
given, and the family is particularly
pleased with John WNance's gift of
prophecy. They do not leave the house
except for instances when John
occasionally gets a “message” that tells
him it is alright to go and do such things
as fix the water pump when it freezes
up. Over coffee and cigarettes they talk
about the Bible and wonder about the
future. They conduct prayer meetings,
sometimes several times a week and
often more frequently., They sleep on
beds, couches and sometimes the floor.
They say they have given up sexual
activity.

Their prayer meetings take on the
resembiance of Pentecostalisrn. They
sway, rocking gently to “Amazing
Grace.” Simultaneously their words
burst into a “‘Jesus, Jesus, Jesus, Love
vou Jesus, holy Jesus, praise your name,
Oh, Jesus, Sweet Jesus, Oh, Jesus, Jesus,
Jesus."”

When John was asked why he had
the “gifts”” while others did not possess
them, he replied, ""Look at the business
world. Some people prosper there more
than others do, and some prosper more
in the spiritual world.” They had been
told that the Lord was coming very
soon, but something happened to make
them think it was imminent,

Qutsiders in the area have been guite
stirred by all the commotion caused
with the series of interesting events.
Many have started reading their once
forgotten Bibies and are asking
themselves whether this could ail
possibly be true.

Our concern is not whether these
people are sincere in what they are
doing or whether the Lord is coming.
We know that Jesus is to return. There
are literally dc ens of Scripture portions
that point re, zatedly to His imminent
return, We are looking for Him at any
time (John 14:1-3; 1| Thessatonians
4:13-18; Revelation 22:17-20).
However, many have been embarrassed
by setting dates or predicting the dates
of His return,

This is a free country. People can do



whatever they wish as long as the rights
of others are not denied, Nevertheless,
how can one reconcile the breaking of
moral and legal laws? When agreements
are signed setting forth contracts such as
the paying of automobile instaliments,
house mortgages, etc. -and are broken,
that is sin! The word of a Christian
becomes an obligaticn to him.

A similar situation existed during the
ministry of the Apostle Paui. The
church at Thessalonica was so impressed
with the soon return of the Lord that
they sat down and refused to work.
They evidently expected the church to
supply their needs through its program
of benevolence. When Paui sized up the
situation, however, he rebuked the
people for what they had done and said
that if a man did not work he ought not
to eat. This principle has not changed
{H Thessalonians 3:8-11},

One can witness negatively or by
what he does not do. But our witness
for Jesus is also a positive one. A
believer is recognized by the words that
he speaks, the deeds he performs and
the life that he lives. The age old
question comes up: ""Does the end
justify the means?’" In other words, are
we ever right in breaking God's orders
and does He set forth special messages
to certain individuals over the centuries
of time? We think not. We believe that

God has given us a/f one Book, and it is
the Holy Word of God, Outside of it
there are no “special revelations” to
anyone, We all have the same
opportunity to read it and to allow the
Holy Spirit to interpret it to us.

Will God contradict Himself? Can He
give one message to one people and a
different message to another? Obviously
He cannot. While sensational headlines
are being published all across the
country about a family in seclusion
awaiting the return of the Savior,
millions of souls are unreached with the
Gospel. What if we all went home,
ciosed the doors and threw up our
hands in despair? Who would carry the
good news that Jesus saves? It may be
sensational, but it will not reach many
{ost and dying souls for the Lord.,

Therefore, we conclude that
Christians ought not retreat from
society but should remain and engage
themselves to the fullest in the conflict
unti/ the Lord says it is enough.
Christians ought to honor contractual
agreements with finance firms and
banks. It is immoral and exceedingly
sinful for children of God to attempt to
escape moral obligations whether
personal or as a church body. If a local
church signs an agreement in a bond
program to give the first part of the
offerings to meet the newly incurred

expenses of the congregation on a
weekly basis, then they have no right to
let a week pass without honoring that
contract. Likewise, Christians are
individually so obligated to honor the
system of honesty whereby God
regulates the affairs of our society.

Bible-betieving Christians have always
held to the imminent return of the
Lord. The Nance clan has not unearthed
some new and novel doctrine. We must
preach it and declare it among all
nations that Jesus Christ is to return.
But can we do it from private walled
rooms of secrecy and sectusion? We
ought to concern ourselves with getting
the Gospel out beyond the walls of the
rooms we live in. We must meet the
devil with a head-on offensive that will
let him and all sinners know that our
God is alive and that we are not some
scared, anemic, shuddering, defeated
foe. Yes, Jesus will return. We do not
know when it will be; but if we
understand our Bible rightly, His word
to us for the twentieth century is,
“Qccupy until | come,” So may it be.
Christians are not hermits, and “no man
is an island.”

ABOUT THE WRITER: Mr. Lee is pastor of
Victory Free Will Baptist Church, Goldshoro,
North Carolina. The Mississippi native is
presently serving on the WNational Sunday
Schoeo! Board. A

OUR WOMEN SPEAK
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By Betty Piunkett

Tuisa, Okiahoma, will be the site of
the social event of the Free Will Baptist
season July 11-15. Since women from
40 different states will be attending, we
know you will want to be aware of the
latest fashion news. Let's consult a
portion of our reliable fashion manual —
Colossians 3:8-14.

First, you will notice that you shouid
discard anything in your wardrobe left
over from previous years. After all you
used to walk in different circles and
under a different fashion standard. Now

v

What the Well -Dressed
Free Will Baptist Woman
Will Be Wearing

you will want to project the “new you”
in your wardrobe. So, *‘put off” {that is,
get not only “out of" but “‘away from")
anger lincluding the idea of bitterness
with the hope of getting even), wrath
{flying off the handle}, malice {ill will
toward anyone with a desire to see him
injured), bfasphemy {slander, speech
injurious to another's good name),
filthy communication {foul or obscene
speech}, fying (including exaggeration
and deceit — one of the hardest habits
to put off!}. All of these should be cast
aside ‘‘seeing you have put off the old
woman with her deeds” {verse 9},

Now that the old garments are out of
the way, clothe yourself with the things
that will project the image of the
creator of the “‘new you.” Put on tender
mercies (having a compassionate spirit),
kindness (a gentle, gracious disposition},
humbleness of mind (modesty,
realization of weakness and tendency to
err), meekness {calm acceptance of
God's dealings with us as being good
and right), fongsuffering {patience under
ill treatment of others), forbearing one
another {(enduring, “‘putting up with"
others), forgiveness {forgiving even
without being asked).

Then put on over all these wonderful
enhancing garments fove, which is the
“hond of perfectness.” (That means it
holds together all the others and makes
them useful. Without it all the others
are as "sounding brass and a tinkling
cymbal.”}

ABOUT THE WRITER: Mrs. Plunkett is the
wife of Rev. Lloyd Plunkett, pastor of the
First Free Will Baptist Church, Seattle,
Washington. A
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4:00

5:00

“'Developing A Balanced Youth
Program”
Leroy Welch

Assembly Center:
Rooms 4C,D

*Getting the Most From Personal
Bible Study’’
Milton Worthington

Central Library:
Aaraonson Aud,

“What Is a Pastor’s Wife To Do?”
Betty Hili

Assembly Center:
Rooms 4A,B

Music and Arts Festival
{See National Youth Program}

Mayo Hotei:
Crystal Baliroom

WNAC FELLOWSHIP DINNER
Speaker: Dr. LaVerne Miley

Assembly Center:
Assembly Hall

MONDAY EVENING / July 12

7:00

7:30

1:40

7:45
7:50
8:00

8:10

9:00

9:30-
10:30

CONVENTION ASSEMBLY Assembly Center:
Arena
Anthology of American Hymns

Hillsdale Cotlege Choir
WORSHIP SERVICE
Theme: The Pillars of Christian Freedom
Presiding: Jack Paramore
Canvention Singing
Prayer
Speciai Music: Free Will Baptist
Bibie College Ensemble
Session Calied to Order and Moderator
Introduced:
Watdo Young, Clerk

Report of Committee on Committees:
Dr. J. D. O'Donnell, Moderator

Weicome to Tuisa — Mayor Robert LaFortune
Get Acquainted Time

Convention Offering

Spacial Music: Ted Wilbanks

Message: "'The Foundation of Freedom*’
Dr, Wade Jernigan

Session Recessed {Exhibit Area Open)

EDUCATIONAL SEMINARS

“Maintaining an Effective Missionary
Program’
Dr. Norm Lewis

Assembly Center:
Assembly Hall

WORTHINGTON HILL

HARRISON

LiFSCOMB

“Christian Education: The Totat
Task of The Church”
Harrold Harrison

9:30 Youth Soctal Activities
(See National Youth Program}

TUESDAY MORNING / July 13

7:00 FWEB Music Ministries Breakfast
Speaker: Don Clark

7:30 Music and Arts Festival (cont.)
{See National Youth Program}

9:30 EDUCATIONAL SEMINARS

"Why and How Sunday Schools Grow™
Ciate Raymond

“Developing Church Activities For
Older Aduits"
Herman Hersey

*Act Or Lose Religious Freedom"'
Wyatt W. Lipscomb

8:30 Registration Continues

9:00 WOMAN'S NATIONAL AUXILIARY
CONVENTION
Presiding: Clara Picirilli, President

9:50-
10:50 EDUCATIONAL SEMINARS
“Maintaining an Effective Missionary
Program''

Norm Lewis

*God's Ideal Deacon”
J. D. O'Donnell

“Developing a Dynamic Soul-Winning
Church”
Dr. Max Helton
11:00 WNAC Missionary Service
Speaker: Joe Haas

12:00 WNAC Recess

12:20 State Promotional Men's Luncheon

{By invitation)

TUESDAY AFTERNOON / July 13

1:00 Youth Competitive Finals
{See National Youth Program}

RAYMOND

Assembly Center:
Rooms 4A.-D

Assembly Center:
East Annex Room

Assembly Center:
Assembly Hall

Assembly Center:
Assembly Hall

Assembly Center;
Room 4G

Assembly Center:
Rooms 4A-D

Assembly Center;
Arena

Assembly Center:
Rooms 3A-D

Assembly Center:
Rooms 4A-D

Assembly Center:
Assembly Hall

Assembly Center:
Arena

Mayo Hotel:
French Room

b d
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TUESDAY AFTERNOON (cont.}

1:30 WNAC Reconvenes Assembly Center,
Arena
1:45 Children’s Activities
{See Nationa! Youth Program)
1:45-
2:45 EDUCATIONAL SEMINARS
'"The Pastor's Role in Church Central Library:
Administration” Aaronson Aud.
Dale Burden
"The Issue of Scriptural Separation’* Assembly Center:
Leroy Forlines Rooms 3A-D
“Building a Year-Round Stewardship Assembly Center:
Program® Rooms 4A-D
R. T. McCartney
3:00-
4:00 EDUCATIONAL SEMINARS
'The Second Man: Myth, Monster Or Assembly Center:
Ministry " Rooms 4A-B
Blaine Hughes
“Gifts of the Spirit in the Life Central Library:
of the Church” Aaronson Aud,
Dan Cronk
“Christian Education: The Total Assembly Center:
Task of the Church'” Rooms 4C-D
Harrold Harrison
"Buitding a Year-Round Stewardship Assembly Center:
Program” Room 4G
R. T. McCartney
5:00 PASTORS' DINNER Assembly Center:
Topic: “Christian Citizenship® Assembly Halt
Speaker: Congressman John Conilan
5:00 Jr. Adventurers' Banquet Mayo Hotel:

{See National Youth Program)

Emerald Rocom

CRONK

PICIRILLY

9:30 EDUCATIONAL SEMINARS

“Why and How Sunday Schools Grow”’
Clate Raymond

"Developing a Dynamic Sow-Winning
Church”
Max Helton

WEDNESDAY MORNING / July 14

7:00 Laymen’s Breakfast
Speaker: Steve Davis

8:30 CONVENTION PRAYER SERVICE
Presiding: Reford Wilson
Special Music: Free Will Baptist
Bible College Quartet

9:00 CONVENTION BUSINESS SESSION
Worship through Song
Praver

HELTON

Assembly Center:
Assembly Hall

Assembly Center:
Room 4A

Assembly Center:
Assembly Hall

Assembly Center:
Arena

Moderator's Message: J, D. O'Donnell

9:30 Report of Credentials Commitiee
Seating of Delegates
Partial Report of General Board

Partial Report of Neminating Committee

TUESDAY EVENING / July 13

7:00 CONVENTION ASSEMBLY
Arena
"I Love America”
Free Will Baptist Bibte College Ensemble

7:30 WORSHIP SERVICE
Theme: The Preservation of National Freedom
Presiding: Dr. Ronald Winkle

Congregationai Singing
Prayer

Special Music: Free Will Baptist
Bible Coliege Ensembie

7:45 Convention Offering

7:55 Recognition of “Gideon’s Army "’
Special Music: Denise Braswell

8:15 Message: ““One Nation Under God”
Congressman John Conlan

9:00 Session Recessed {Exhibit area open)

9:00 Youth Social Activities
(See National Youth Program}

Assembly Center:

9:35 REPORTS OF NATIONAL DEPARTMENTS
{Board members elected at conclusion of each report)
Church Training Service: Dr, Malcolm Fry
Free Will Baptist Bible College: Dr. L. C. Johnson
Foreign Missions: Rella Smith
Home Missions and Church E xtension: Robert Shockey
Executive Office: Rufus Coffey

10:50 Recess

1%:00 SPECIAL FEATURES Assembly Center:
Arena
The Board of Retirement and

Insurance Ministry

The National Sunday School
Department Ministry

12:156 FWBBC Alumni Luncheon Assembly Center:

Assermnbly Hail

WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON / July 14

1:00 Youth Activities
{See National Youth Program)

1:45 CONVENTION BUSINESS Resumes

Worship through Song
Devotions and Prayer: Wyman Straughan
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1976 NATIONAL

YOUTH CONFERENCE
July 11-14 / Tulsa, Oklahoma

THEME: “FREE IN THE SON" — John 8:36
NYC COORDINATOR: Jonathan Thigpen

REGISTRATION COORDINATOR: Yvonne Thigpen

MUSIC COORDINATOR: Blaine Hughes
COMPETITIVE COORDINATCR: Tim Rolen

{All NYC activities are in the Mayo Hotel unless otherwise specified.)

SATURDAY EVENING / Juiy 10

§:00-

10:00 Registration

SUNDAY AFTERNOON / July 11

12:16-
1:30 Luncheon for NYC staff, all judges
and officials
2:00-
2:30 Competitive Assembly

(All Bible Tic Tac Toe, Bible Bowl,
Sword Drill, and Bibie Memary
contestants and all coaches)

2:30-

6:30 Bible Tic Tac Toe — winner's bracket
Bible Bowl - winner’s bracket

3:00-

5:00 Music practice for evening service

3:00-

4:00 Bible Sword Drill—preliminary round

4:00-

5:30 Bible Memorization Program finals

SUNDAY EVENING / July 11

7:30-
9:00 Sunday Night Keynote Service
Speaker: Robert Shelton
10:00-
1%1:00 1976 NYC Youth Project Presentation
and patriotic film, “In God We Trust"”

9:45-

10:30 Jr. Adventurer after-service activity

MONDAY MORNING / July 12

7:30-
9:00 Bible Tic Tac Toe — winners
bracket (cont.)
Bible Bowl — winner's bracket {cont.)
9:00-
11:00 Bibie Tic Tac Toe — loser's bracket
starts
Bible Bowl — loser's bracket starts
9:00-
11:00 Jr. Adventurer Crafts

Children’s Activities {ages 3-8)

Ballroom Foyer
18th Floor

Founder's Room

Crystal Baltroom

Pompeian Court

Crystai Baliroom

Assembly Center:

Arena

Founder’s Room

Founder’s Room

Assernbly Center:

Arena

Crystal Ballroom

Emeraid Room

Pompeian Court

Crystal Baliroom

Pompeian Court

Crystal Ballroom

Emerald Room

Metropolitan Rm,

11:15-

12:00 Sharing the Word of Freedom
Speaker: Robert Shelton

12:00 Lunch

MONDAY AFTERNOON / July 12

1:00-
3:30 Bible Tic Tac Toe — loser's
bracket {cont,}
Bible Bow! — ioser’s bracket {cont,)
1:00-
3:30 Children’s Activities (ages 3-8}
4:00-
5:30 Music and Arts Festival:
Sect. | — Jr, Adv./Cat, |,IV VI
Sect. I — Her [Cat. | IV VI
Sect, {1 — Jr. Avd, & Her./Cat.VHI

Sect. 1V — Crus, & Amb./Cat. V11|

MONDAY EVENING / July 12

7:00 National Association Service
9:00-
10:30 Jr. Adventurer after-service activity
9:30-
11:30 Teen after-service activities
9:30-
11:30 Ambassador after-service activities

TUESDAY MORNING / July 13

8:00-
9:30 Music & Arts Festival:
Sect. V — Crus. & Amb./Cat. |
Sect. VI — Crus, & Amb./Cat. IV VI
8:00-
11:00 Jr. Adventurer Crafts
Children's Activities {ages 3-8}
89:45-
11:00 Music and Arts Festival:
Sect. VII — Categories 1,V
11:15-
12:00 Sharing The Word of Freedom
Speaker: Raobert Sheiton
12:00 Lunch

TUESDAY AFTERNOON / July 13

1:00-

2:45 Competitive Finals:
Sword Drill, Bible Bawl,
Bible Tic Tac Toe

1:00-

3:30 Children’s Activities (ages 3-8)

3:00-

4:30 Music and Arts Festival
Sect, VH — Category 1|

5:00-

6:45 Jr. Adventurer Banguet

{Patriotic Program}

Crystal BaHroom

Pompeian Court

Crystal Baliroom

Metropoiitan Room

Crystal Baliroom
Pompeian Court
Emerald Room
French Room

Assembly Center:
Arena

Emerald Room

Crystal Baliroom

Pompeian Court

Crystai Bailroom
Pompeian Court

Emeraid Room

Metropolitan Rm.

Crystal Ballroom

Crystat Ballroom

Crystal Baliroom

Metropolitan Rm.

Crystal Ballroom

Emeraid Room
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NORFOLK CHURCH ACQUIRES
SCHOOL SITE, PLANS
EXPANSION OF MINISTRIES

NORFOLK, VA. — The American
Christian School will get a new name
and a new home in Fall, 1976, as a
result of a recent purchase by its
sponsoring congregation, Fairmount
Park Free Will Baptist Church. Pastor
Dale Burden says that the church's
Christian school will be known as
Gateway Christian School when it is
moved to the new 11.8 acre campus
located in the 5700 block of Virginia
Beach Bivd. just % mile inside
the city limits of Virginia Beach. The
facilities now house an independent
Christian school which has experienced
financial difficulties in recent years, The
complex is complete with a cafeteria
and gymnasium. The Fairmount Park
congregation purchased the property for
a reported $400,000 and also acguired
an option on an adjacent 14 acres.
Initially, Gateway Christian School
will open next fall with kindergarten
through ninth grade and an anticipated
enroliment of approximately 250
students. The current enroliment is 176,

The newly acquired property will also

be the home of Norfolk Bible College, a
2-year Christian institution which the
church began last year. The first year
enrolfment reached 44. Pastor Burden
serves as president of the college, and
the Rev. A. B. Brown is dean, The Rev.
Frank Sells, well-known Bible teacher
from Celumbia, South Carolina, will be
joining the staff full time this fail. Other
local Free Will Baptist pastors serve on
the faculty on a part-time basis and also
comprise a cooperating board. Rev.
Burden said other full-time staff
members are being secured to
accommoedate the expected increase in
college enroliment in 1977 when the
schood will qualify for G.1. benefits.

Burden said the 1,300 member
congregation, which is one of the largest
Free Will Baptist churches, will embark
on an ambitious 3-year building
program which calls for the
construction of a new church, a
2,000-seat auditorium, dormitories, a
bookstore and an amphitheater,

“We hope that in 4 or 5 years we will

cotlege,” Burden said.

The newly acquired property can
readily be seen from the
Norfolk-Virginia Beach Expressway and
has easy access to Interstate 64. It is
only 6 miles from Fairmount Park's
present location and is within 30
minutes of the cities of Portsmouth,
Newport News and Hampton, where

have an enrollment of B00-600 in our Free Will Baptists have active
day school and another 300 in our Bible congregations.
,‘ FREE WILL BAPTIST

newsfront

N/

MISSOURI CHURCH OBSERVES TENTH ANNIVERSARY

DE SOTO, MO, — Ten years of progress
culminated for the First Free Will
Baptist Church of De Soto on Sunday,
April 25, when Pastor Charles Miller and
the congregation observed the tenth
anniversary of the church’s founding,
Special speaker for this day was Rev.
James Earl Raper, superintendent of the
Free Wiil Baptist Children's Home,
Greenville, Tennessee,

Over half of De Soto’s 8,000
popufation is represented by the
800-900 professing Catholic families
living there, Yet the work of Free Will
Baptists in De Soto has grown since that
first Sunday in April, 1966, when a
group met to worship in what was later
to become the First Free Will Baptist
Church. By 1971 land had been
acquired, and the construction of a
basement building with a sanctuary to
seat 275 had been completed, In 1972
the <church began supporting their

pastor in a full-time ministry, and in
1973 they added the present
educational unit. The current average
Sunday school attendance is 175.

From the very beginning of their
existence the church has supported the
Cooperative Plan of Missouri. In March
they were third among Missouri
churches in giving to this phase of
denominational support. Their outside
giving aliso includes other
denominational projects. For the past 3
years the church has averaged $1,000
annually in giving to Missouri’s library
project for Free Will Baptist Bible
Coliege, WNashville, Tennessee. The
recent Easter Sunday offering of $1,200
was designated to the Foreign Missions
Department. Mr, Raper was presented a
$500 gift for the Children’s Home while
he was sharing in the anniversary
observance.









NEW AUDITORIUM DESIGNED TO MEET POPULATION GROWTH
BROKEN ARROW, OKLA. — The

construction of a new 4b0-seat
auditorium, the first phase of an
expansion project for the Bethany Free
Will Baptist Church, is underway
according to Pastor Ernest Harrison, Jr,
The church is located in the midst of
one of Tuisa's fastest growing suburban
areas. Population projections estimate
that in the next 20 years the southeast
side of Tulsa will have expanded so
greatly that the geographical center of
the city will be at Bethany’s doorstep.
To accommodate its share of the
neighborhood’s new residents and to
alieviate the aiready crowded
conditions, the church is expanding its
physical plant.

The new sanctuary will be a brick
structure 2 stories in height with
laminated wooden beams. Balcony-level

seating will be added at a future date.
Some of the space now used for worship
will be converted to classroom use,
making a total classroom capacity of
approximately 260. Total cost of the
expansion is expected to be about
$100,000 with the church members
doing much of the work, Financing will
be by church bonds and savings. The
anticipated completion date is early fall.

Bethany's record Sunday schooi
attendance stands at 131. During the
month of March the average was 116.
Average attendance for Church Training
Service is 70. The church has an active
Master’'s Men Chapter and Woman's
Auxiliary. Through these arms of the
church and personal witnessing, 24
persons made first-time decisions for.
Christ last year.

SALEM BIBLE COLLEGE TO OPEN DOORS THIS FALL

SALEM, FLA. — Salem Bibie College
will open its doors for students August
23, 198786, according to President
Graeme Savage. Savage, who also is
pastor of the First Free Will Baptist
Church at Scottsmoor, stated that
dormitory facilities will be available for
up to 50 students and that a guality
program of education will be available.
Eventually a 3-year coliege program will
be offered with the addition of the
fourth year contemplated according to
demand. The college is an outgrowth of
the Christian Workers” Institute, which
has been functioning in Florida.

The coliege is located on a 10-acre
tract consisting of a former school
building with 7 classrooms, offices and
auditorium; an operational restaurant; a
12-unit motel with a second-floor
apartment; 2 houses and 2 trailers.
Property was purchased for
approximately $95,000, which is
reportediy 1/4 to 1/5 the replacement
value,

Steps have been taken to have the
institute and coilege recognized by the

Florida State Association of Free Will
Baptists as an official part of the state’s
work. The association would have the
right to nominate members of the Board
of Trustees, who will exercise oversight
of the college and hold the property for
the Free Will Baptists of Florida.

The Board of Trustees is composed
of the following: Chairman Darrell
Gwinn, Vice-chairman W, C. Combs,
Secretary R. H. Allen, Rev. W. A,
Hansley, Rev. John Giitiland, Mr. Randy
Brooks, Mr. Homer Hallum, Mr. Guy
McCallin and Mr. Paul Francisco. All of
the men are Free Will Baptists.

The dedication service for this
educationat arm affiliated with Free Will
Baptists was held Saturday, May 29,
1976, at 1:30 p.m. in the college
auditorium. Dr. J. D. O'Donnali,
moderator of the National Association
of Free Wili Baptists, was the speaker
for the occasion.

College catalogs are now available by
writing to President Graeme Savage,
Box 179, Scottsmoor, Fiorida 32775.

Currently . ..

By
EUGENE WORKMAN
Administrative Editor

A recent missionary emphasis in the
First FWB Church, Moore, Oklahoma,
resulted in monthly faith pledges of
$420, according to Pastor Dan Farmer,
This totals -$5,100 vyearly. This is
commendable for congregation which
averages 120 in Sunday school. The
special missionary service was
conducted by Deputational Director
Henry Van Kluyve, Foreign Missions
Department, Nashville, Tennessee.

Pastor George Lee, Victory FWB
Church, Goldshoro, North Carolina, was
recently appointed chaplain for the
Goldsboro Rescue Squad. He will lead
devotionals at squad meetings and
special functions of the group and will
be on cali for spiritual help and
counseling in times of crises to persons
who do not have a pastor immediately
at hand.

Pastor Mircheal Jones, Grace FWB
Church, Lake City, South Carolina,
maintains a radioc ministry on 4
different radio stations in Lake City,
Manning, Kingstree and Marion. He feels
that radio work is definitely useful and
effective in spreading the Gospel. He
follows up inquiries with Bible-based
literature.

Weatherford FWB Church,
Weatherford, Oklahoma, dedicated its
new educational building March 28.
Pastor Henry Braiser and his men did
much of the work on the building.
Special speakers for the dedication
services were Business Manager Francis
Boyle, Hillsdale College, Moore, and
Oklahoma's Executive Secretary Lonnie
DaVoult.

The congregation of Winfield FWB
Church, Winfield, Alabama, is
constructing a new parsonage for their
pastor Rev. A. J. Looper, Brother
Looper reports 20 new members
received into the church during the first
quarter, 1976.
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CURRENTLY (Continued)

Home missionary “Buddy’’ Drake,
Enid, Oklahoma, reports a monthly
average of 33 in Sunday school and 36
in worship services. The group has
committed itself to buy land and
construct a church building, The Enid
work is under the auspices of the
Oklahoma State Mission Board and the
National Home Missions Board.

Congregation of the First FWB
Church, Roswell, New Mexico, has
voted for Pastor Walter Parry to assume
his duties on a full-time basis. This is a
step of faith for the congregation and
for the minister, but one God will
undoubtedly biess.

Pastor Delhert Akin, First FWB
Church, Ada, Okfahoma, reports the
group is now giving 36 percent of their
income to outside causes.

In May, 1975, Bethel FWB Church,
Kansas City, Kansas, became a joint
project of the Kansas Home Missions
Board and the National Home Missions
Department. Eleven months later Pastor
Larry Messer announced that the church
is self-supporting. From a Sunday
school attendance in the 20's on his
arrival, Pastor Messer has led the
congregation to reach a recent high
attendance of 217.

The congregation of Fellowship FWB
Church, Kingsport, Tennessee, recently
raised $3,675 for foreign missions in
one Sunday service. The gift was
designated for the McLains ($2,200),
Eltisons {$1,000) and Filkins ($375}.
Winston Sweeney pastors.

Guin FWB Church, Guin, Alabama,
broke all attendance records on March
28 with 522 in worship service, Pastor
Richard Cordell designated that Sunday
as "‘Miracle Sunday.”

Pastor Gene Norris and the
congregation of First FWB Church,
Benton, lllinois, finally broke that

elusive 200 mark on March 28 when
they had 209 in Sunday schocl. That
Sunday was designated as ‘1 Love
America Day’ with county board
candidate Ron Head, city councilman
Frank Thomas and radio station owner
George Boggs as speakers.

The membership of Johnston City
FWB Church, Johnston City, Ulinois,
recently voted to purchase adjacent
property on which a Dairy Queen was
formerly located. Pastor William Mishier
and his people anticipate an imminent

expansion program for the church,

The Rev. Curtis Alligood has been
named manager of Georgia’s Christian
Supply Store in Moultrie, He succeeds
the Rev. Damon Dodd who has
reentered the full-time pastorate with
New Home No. 1 FWB Church,
Colquitt, Georgia.

Home Missionary Karel Smith,
Shiloh FWB Church, Albuquerque, New
Mexico, reports that attendance at the
mission is now averaging 30 persons per
service. The group continues to meet in
a rented church building while getting
established and experiencing some
growth'.

July 4 has been designated as “Fred
and Evelyn Hersey Day’’ at First FWB
Church, Raleigh, North Carolina. The
Herseys, who are members of the
church, are FWB missionaries to Japan.
Randy Cox pastors.

Metropolitan Fellowship of FWB
Churches, Knoxville, Tennessee,
sponsored an area-wide spring revival at
the Hoiston Hills FWB Church using a
different FWB minister as speaker each
evening. The Rev. James Dunlap, Qak
Ridge FWB Church, Qak Ridge,
coordinated the endeavor. Wesley
Bounds was the host pastor, Attendance
averaged near 225 nightly with several
decisions being made.

A recent weekend revival at Grace
FWB Church, DeQueen, Arkansas, saw
26 teenagers and cne adult accept Christ
as Savior, according to Thomas
Johnson, missionary pastor. The Rev.
Car! Cheshier, Fort Smith, conducted
the revival.

Faith FWB Church, Knoxville,
Tennessee, recently increased its
membership by 11 and saw 7 saved and
8 baptized as a result of a revival with
Evangelist Van Dale Hudson. Thurman
Pate, Sr. is pastor.

Pastor Glenn Shelby, Lee's Chapel
FWRB Church, Waynesboro, Mississippi,
and his congregation have voted to
relocate and construct new church
building. More definite plans are
forthcoming.

Pastor Homer Arrowwood, Mount
Holly FWB Church, Mount Holly, North
Carolina, reports 65 souls have been
saved in his church since the Pastors and
Workers Conference in Kinston last
November.

The first joint missionary project
between the Texas State Missions Board
and the National Home Missions Board
will be in the Rio Grande Valley. Home

Missionary Larry Powell will leave the
work in San Juan, Puerto Rico, in the
hands of nationals and assume the
mission efforts in the Rio Grande Valley
in late summer, He will return to the
states in June and will hold itinerate
services through August,

The centennial celebration for Toms
Creek FWB Church, Paintsville,
Kentucky, June 25-27 wiil include the
dedication of their new B800-seat
auditorium on June 27. Pastor James
Caudle Sturgill reports the new buiiding
is paid for, Evangelist Homer Willis,
Nashville, Tennessee, will bhe the
dedication speaker., Toms Creek is the
oldest FWB church in Kentucky still in
existence. it is the mother of the first
conference in Kentucky as welli as
numerous churches in Kentucky and
Northern Ohio. Membership now stands
near 800 with an average Sunday school
attendance of 100 and worship
attendance of 300. They have an active
youth work and a Woman’s Auxiliary.

Pastor Larry Hughes, Canton FWB
Church, Canton, North Carolina, has
been invited to serve on the panel for
Dr. Claude Frasiet’s program of Sunday
school lessons that will be televised each
Sunday morning in August at 7:45 a.m,
on WSPA, Channel 7, Spartanburg,
South Carolina. Dr. Fraiser is a Christian
medical doctor specializing in allergies,
He practices in ssheville, North
Carctina, An Asheville paper carries his
weekly exposition of the lessons. Dr.,
Fraiser has also written several books
dealing with Christian life as well as
allergies.

First FWB Church, Murfreesboro,
Tennessee, set a new attendance record
the last Sunday of March with 175
present. Bill Van Winkle has pastored
the church since its establishment as a
mission nearly 6 years ago.

Beacon FWB Church, Farmville,
Morth Carolina, officially organized
March 17 with 40 charter members,
Pastor Tommy Godley reports a 90
percent increase in Sunday school
attendance during the March campaign
over the fall quarter. Attendance the
last Sunday of the month was 88 with 2
salvation decisions and b baptisms.

Capitol Hill FWB Church, Oklahoma
City, Oklahoma, recently had a teacher
turn-a-round in their Sunday school
departments for one week. Teachers
were given the opportunity to instruct
classes of age groups other than the ones
they currently teach. The great thing



about this endeavor is that the
B-year-old class, G6-year-old class,
third-grade classes, fourth-grade classes,
sixth-grade class, seventh- and
eighth-grades class, and the high-school
class all had men teachers. Recent
psychelogical studies indicate
youngsters, particularly boys, are better
adjusted at the teen and adult levels if
they are able to relate to a male teacher
or leader while in the preteen years,

Southern Oaks FWB Church is one of
many in the Oklahoma City area who
are participating in "“Here's Life,
Cklahoma City.” This program is under
the sponsorship of Campus Crusade and
is endeavoring to completely saturate
the Oklahoma City area through
television, newspapers, billboards,
bumper stickers and personal contact so
that every person in Oklahoma City will
be confronted with the Good News of
Jesus Christ. Special training sessions
were held periodically prior to the May
endeavor. Money for this campaign was
donated by Christian businessmen of
QOklahoma City.

On April 29, 1973, the Reverend
Denzil Durbin conducted the first
service of the Sikeston FWB Church,
Sikeston, Missouri, in an activity center,
On the third anniversary of its
establishment the church boasts a 36" x
80" structure, the first of 3 wunits
planned for construction on the 5-acre
tract alongside Interstate 51 in Sikeston.
The present building was mostly
constructed by members at an
approximate cost of $25000. 1t
contains 6 classrooms, nursery facilities
and baptistry; is completely carpeted;
and has central heat and air. The
congregation first occupied the building
September 14, 1975. The church is the
only FWB witness in Sikeston.

First FWB Church, Anderson,
Indiana, received their iargest offering
ever ($4,59b} when Pastor Eddie
Vincent challenged members to give one
week's pay on March 7, The offering
will be used in constructing a new 70’ x
80’ multipurpose building for the
church,

Missionary Pastor Lavelle Reeves is
ministering with the FWB Mission,
Stockton, Missouri. Now meeting in
rented facilities, the group has already
broken ground for a new building on a
site overlooking Stockton Lake. The
mission is sponsored by Missouri's
Central Western Association,

Pastor James Rice, Jr., home

SIhank You for
your gtﬁs to tAe .
COOPERATIVE PLAN OF SUPPORT
April, 1976
RECEIPTS:
State April '76 April 75 Yr.
Co-op Design. to Date

Alabama $ 982.50 $ ... § 59063 § 992.30
Arizona A R . 498.40
Arkansas 2,175.41 987.10 7,747.61
California 905.49 536.58 2,982.84
Florida 494.68 1,292.08 3,353.75
Georgia 284,20 97.59 1,049.58
Idaho P - 95.82 61.83
Illinois 1,077.10 {75.00) 1,886.51 4,311.85
Indiana s CL C.. 95,92
lowa 181.23 735.81
Kansas 314,63 . 870.18
Maryland 117.54 60.00 429.49
Michigan e Cae 50.31
Mississippi 45,06 - 155,59 214.71
Missouri 4,599.17  (4,599.17)  8,469.30 13,411.04
New Mexico . - . 131.66
North Carolina 176.54 (50.00) 75.00 584.49
Northeast Assoc. 47.59 . C 127.20
Northwest Assoc. 77.87 88.93 216.79
Chio 486.22 e 844.68 7,051.82
Oklahoma 5,652.44 (5,473.03) 4,206.67 22,182.61
Tennessee 1,210,238 A 305.76 2,741.41
Texas 25.00 25.00 1,277.18
Virginia 27.36 41.15 97.91
Virgin Islands 80.00 .. 200.00
Totals $18,960.26 $14,758.39 $71,417.39
DISBURSEMENTS:
Executive Office 6,378.81 (1,336.83) 5,790.76 25,609.82
Foreign Missions 4,198.10 (3,245,567} 3,027.45 14,915.85
Bible College 2,766.84 (1,821.98) 1,975.17 9,779.40
Home Missions 2,374.15 (1,704.03} 1,705.06 8,543.43
Church Training Serv. 1,390.20 (832.03) 960.09 5,131.28
Retirement & Ins. 1,170.25 (723.71) 795,58 4,228.63
Layman’s Board 439.09 {308.84) 303.51 1,667.10¢
Commission on Theo-

logical Liberalism 110.82 (92.21) 73.27 400.68
Miscellaneous 132.00 (132.00) 127.50 1,141.25
Totals $18,960.26 $14,758.39 $71,417.39

missionary to Greer, South Carolina,
states the work is now self-supporting
and has officially been organized as
First FWB Church with 39 members.
Group is currently worshiping in new
$55,000 building located on 3-acre
tract. Building has 200-seat auditorium
and 8 classrooms. Average Sunday
school attendance in February was 49.
Work began 3% vyears ago as a joint

home missions project between Beaver
Creek Home Missions Board and
National Home Missions Boeard,
Nashvile, Tennessee,

With the blessings and sponsorship of
the MNorth Louisiana Association, Rev.
Ralph Fowler has begun a new FWB
mission in Bastrop, Louisiana.
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