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The Virgin Birth: Mystical Union of
Deiþ and Humanity

By Harrold D. Harrison

Each Christmas season millions
of people the world over sing the
words of the familiar carol, "Silent
Night, Holy Night." Yet few are
aware of the significance of the
phrase, "Round yon Virgin Mother
and Child."

There has been and continues to
be a great deal of confusion in
circles of unbelievers and liberal
theologians relative to the subject of
the virgin birth of Jesus Christ. But
even in this scientific age of
humanism and unbelief, it ¡s an im-
portant, integral and inspired truth of
Christian dogma, which brings
blessing and understanding to those
Christians who study its meaning
ano purpose.

The Scriptures do not set forth a
systematic, sequential defense for
the authenticity of the virgin birth.
They merely state the simple,
sublime truth. lt was not necessary
for Jesus, Mark, John or Paul to pre-
sent ¡t per se, for it ¡s certalnly in-
ferred in their teaching on the incar-
nation.

Note the beauty, simplicity and
matter-otfactness with which it is
expressed:

Now the birth of Jesus christ
was on thls wse: When as his
mother Mary was espoused to
Joseph, before they came to-
gether, she was found wÌth child
of the Holy Ghost. Then Joseph,
her husband, being a iust man,
and not willing to make her a
publick example, was minded to
put her away privily. But while he
thought on these things, behold,
the angel of the Lord appeared
unto him in a dream, saying,
Joseph, thou son of David, fear
not to take unto thee Mary thy

wife: for that which is conceived
in her is of the Holy Ghost. And
she sha// bring forth a son, and
thou shalt call his name JESUS:
for he shall save his people from
their s¡ns. Now all this was done,
that it might be fulfilled which was
spoken of the Lord by the



prophet, saying, Behold a virgin
shall be with child, and shail bring
forth a son, and they shall call his
name Emmanuel, which being
¡nterpreted rs, God with us. Then
Joseph being raised from sleep
did as the angel of the Lord had
bidden him, and took unto him his
wife: And knew her not till she
had brought forth her firstborn
son: and he called his name
JESUS (M atthew 1 : 1 B-25I

The angel Gabriel was the bearer
of glad tidings to Mary.

And in the sixth month the
angel Gabriel was sent from God
unto a city of Galilee, named Naz-
areth, To a virgin espoused fo a
man whose name was Joseph, of
the house of David: And the
virgin's name was Mary. And,
behold, thou shalt conceive in thy
womb, and bring forth a son, and
shalt call his name JESUS. Ihen
said Mary unto the angel, How
shall th¡s be, seeing I know not a
man? (Luke 1 :26,27,31 ,34).

THE MIRACULOUS BIRTH
An examination of Christ's mirac-

ulous birth is not intended to convey
the idea that the miracle lay in the
manner of birth but in the nature of
His birth. lnsofar as we know, Jesus'
entry into life as a babe was no
different f rom any natural childbirth.

The fact that Jesus was
conceived in the womb of the virgin
Mary makes His birth miraculous.
His divine nature had no mother,
and His human nature had no father.
He inherited His human nature from
His mother, but He did not inherit a
personality; thus He was free from
Adam's sin.

The person who rejects the
miraculous here must reject the
other miracles of the ScriÞtures or
admit to being inconsistent. Those
who argue that the virgin birth is a
biological impossibility fail to reckon

ABOUT THE WRITER: A formet pastor now
administrator and promoter. Mr. Harrison
serves as managq of the Promotion and
Sa/es Dlvrslon of the Free W¡ll Bapt¡st Sunday
School Department, Nashvitte, fennessee.
He holds a mas¿e/'s degree from Middle
Iennessee Sta te University, Murf reesboro.

with the fact of a supernatural God.
Sinful man, left to himself, would

have had no hope of finding life and
peace. lt was necessary that God
intervene in a miraculous way for
man to find redemption. Boettner
says that miracles are "organically
related events in a great system of
redemption." Since this is true, one
who scoffs at the miraculous is
guilty of scoffing at the reality of re-
demption.

Thank God for the miracle of re-
demotion !

THE MESSIANIC BIRTH

Matthew 1:22 reminds us that the
virgin birth of Jesus was the
fulfillment of the prophecy of lsaiah
7:14 and 9:6 in oarticular. Those
who would deny this truth aÍe
challenging the authority and
infallibility of the Scriptures. lf John
3:16 is true, then it follows that
Matthew 1:22. 23 are also true. The
view which one holds at this point
immediately places him in the posi-
tion of looking at Christ from either
the naturalistic or the suoernatural-
istic viewpoint.

For some 400 years the Jews had
been without a prophet. lsaiah's
prophecy had been given some 700
years earlier. The minor prophets,
too, had spoken of the coming of
Messiah. The fullness of time had
come. God had sent forth His Son,
born of a woman, born under the
law, to redeem them who were
under the law. (See Galatians 4:4.)

At last God had come down to
earth in human flesh to tabernacle
with man. Jesus was sent into the
world so that man could have on a
human plane a visible manifestation
of who God is and what God is like.
Jesus - the God-man, lmmanuel,
God with us - was made flesh. The
first messianic promise as given in
Genesis 3:15 has had a oartial
fulfillment. The prophetic messianic
utterances made to Abraham,
lsaac, Jacob, David and the
prophets were being fulfilled. The
Lamb of God of which John the
Baptist was lo speak had come to
take the sin of the world uoon
Himself .

Messiah has come. Hallelujah!
The New Testament writers trumpet
forth the fact of Jesus' messianic

role. Jesus, Himself, acknowledged
this role to the woman of Samaria
when He said, "l that speak unto
thee am he [the Messiah]" (John
4:26).

Christ, who had come into His
own creation and unto His own
chosen people, the Jews, was by
and large rejected of them. Now all
may come to Him by faith and be
received.

THE MEDIATING BIRTH

The nature of Jesus' entrance
into this world was supernatural; the
manner of His exit was suoernatural
as will be the manner of His return.
There is also a supernatural ministry
He is performing in the interim. The
writer of the Book of Hebrews tells
us that He was made a partaker of
flesh and blood that through death
he might destroy the devil and
deliver them who lived in fear of
death. He was made like unto His
brethren that He might be a merciful
and faithful High Priest in things
pertaining to God, particularly in
making reconciliation for the sins of
the people. For since He was
tempted, yet without sin, He is able
to succor them that are tempted.
(Compare Hebrews 2:1 4-1 B.\

Man, who was at odds with God,
needed a Mediator - One who
could plead man's case, One having
merit of His own. Jesus was born
into the world for this purpose. His
incarnation, the mystical union of
Deity and humanity, was necessary
to accomplish this purpose.

Paulwrote, "For if, when we were
enemies, we were reconciled to God
by the death of his Son, much more,
being reconciled, we shall be saved
by his life" (Romans 5:10). We are
further told, "For there is one God,
and one mediator between God and
men, the man Christ Jesus" (l
Timothy 2:5).

ln this mediating position He
serves as our Great High Priest, who
is conscious of our infirmities. He
compassionately invites us to come
with boldness to His great throne of
grace and mercy. (Compare
Hebrews 4:13-16.)

Yes, the virgin birth of Jesus was
miraculous in its nature, messianic
in its scope, and mediating in its
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The Danger of 4 Commercializing

Christmas
By Susan Burgess

Staff Writer

For years pious and sincere
Christians have expostulated on the
dangers of commercializing Christ-
mas. There exists a fear of losing
the true meaning of Christ's birthday
amid strings of lights, tinsel, trees,
toys, parties and pre-Halloween
Christmas decorations and sales in
department stores. How true it is
that few comprehend what this
special season of the year actually
means: and even f ewer have
received the most Þrecious
Christmas gift of all.

Yet how many of the millions in
our country who gaze at gailY
decorated store windows have the
opportunity or inclination to attend
church services where the message
of Christmas is taught? For manY
this commercialization is the only
source of information and the onlY
reminder of such a unique birthdaY
celebration.

Unfortunately, the celebration of
Christmas is being relegated to the
closet along with the neglected arli-
f icial tree in its box and the
collection of old wrapping Paper.
The number of those celebrating
Christmas seems to have dwindled
in recent years. There are fewer
houses each year decorated with
shiny, colored lights, and more
families are deciding Christmas gifts
are just too much trouble when a
person can buy anything he wants
for himself anyway. Today's lessen-

ing emphasis on the outward cele-
bration of Christmas has actuallY
diminished the amount of time the
average person sPends in
contemplating the spiritual import of
Christ's birthday.

But God celebrated that first
Christmas in a big waY. Over 700
years before Christ's grand
entrance into the world as a babY,
God began His advertising cam-
paign. lsaiah proclaimed in 7:14,
"Therefore the Lord himself shall
give you a sign; Behold, a virgin
shall conceive, and bear a son, and
shall call his name lmmanuel." As
the schedule for this exciting event
hastened to completion, God aP-
peared to Joseph in a dream to tell
him of the impending birth of Mary's
child.

The heavenly Father chose a
larger audience for His next special
message in living color. As des-
cribed in Luke 2:9-14, the angel of
the Lord served as anchorman for
the long-awaited news broadcast
that the Savior had been born that
very day. Then a magnif icent
angelic choir joined the messenger
in praising God and blessing man-
kind.

That beautif ul, awe-insPiring
presentation got results, too. The
shepherds immediately started on
their pilgrimage to Bethlehem to see
the newborn baby. SimilarlY many
today experience a sense of
renewed religious commitment
when they journey home for the holi-
days to the place where theY first
heard that ever-young Christmas
story and to the loved ones who first
repeated that story in their childish
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ears.
ln fact, God in His Christmas

preparations did not even omit the
decorations. The star which He
hung in the Bethlehem sky was the
brightest, most dazzling star ever
admired by humans and angels
alike. That brilliant star guided the
Wise Men to Jesus' cribside, where
"they presented unto Him gifts;
gold, and f rankincense, and myrrh"
(Matthew 2:11). Just as we
exchange gifts at Christmas, the
Magi's first Christmas gifts were
actually thank-you presents for "the
gift of God . . , eternal life through
Jesus Christ our Lord" (Romans
6:23). We as they can say, "Thanks
be unto God for his unsoeakable
gift" (ll Corinthians 9:15).

Since God employed diverse
methods in promoting that initial
Christmas celebration, Christians
should not fear losing the true
meaning of Christmas through
commercialization. Each ornament
hung on a pine-needled tree, each
strand of tinsel wound around a
store's light fixtures, each burned-
out bulb replaced in a string of tree
lights, each Christmas card ad-
dressed to friends, each breath of
cold exhilarating air gulped on a
star-spangled night, each snow
flake melted on a windowpane is a
reminder that this is a soecial time
of the year. Every "Merry Christ-
mas" greeting spoken, every gift
given, every gif t opened, every
twinkling tree adored by a starry-
eyed child bears the message of
God's greatest gift given to mankind
on the f irst Christmas day.

Our newspaper ads and radio and
TV specials will never out promote
or be more successful in creating
excitement and anticioation for that
special day than God's prophets,
visions or angelic messengers. Our
choirs will never out Christmas-
carol God's "multitude of the
heavenly host praising God." Our
brightly decorated Christmas trees
will never out shine God's Bethle-
hem star. And most of all our
expensive gifts will never out value
God's unspeakable gift-Jesus
Christ, our Savior.

Thank you, God, for your first
Christmas celebration. May we do
our best to see that it is never for-
gotten. Amen. a
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FELLOWSHIP MEETING OF
CONCERNED FREE WILL BAPTISTS
SET FOR ST. LOUIS AREA

BRIDGETON, MO.- As a result of a meet¡ng
of a small group of Free W¡ll Baptists
at the Trin¡ty Church in Bridgeton following
the M¡ssouri State Assoc¡ation last June, the
consensus was that one of the most basic
needs among Free Will Bapt¡st pastors and
laymen is a fellowship meet¡ng based solely
upon the Treatise. Such a meeting has been
scheduled lor January 3-5, 1977, at the Trini-
ty Church in Bridgeton. Ïhe purpose of this
fellowship is to strengthen the faith ol
individual pastors and laymen and to develop
a more cohesive spirit of cooperat¡on wilh
and love for one another.

Speakers for this f ellowship meeting will be
M¡chigan pastor Milton Worthington, Central
Free Will Baptist Church, Royal Oak. and the
Reverend O. T. Dixon, faculty member, Hills-
dale Free Will Baptist College, Moore, Okla'
homa. Serving as song leader and solo¡st will
be Missouri pastor Ted Wilbanks, Grant Ave-
nue Free Will Baptist Church. Springf ield.

Reg¡strat¡on will beg¡n at 3:00 p.m. Mon-
day. January 3, with the evening services set
for 7 00 both n¡ghts. Tuesday's program

beg¡ns at B:30 a.m. ln addition to the preach-
ing. specific times of sharing and discussion
are scheduled. All services of the 2-day event
are ooen to interested Ff ee will Baptists.

Host pastor Russell Spurgeon is hopeful
that "such a fellowship will contr¡bute to a
broader concern of a caring and shar¡ng
fellowship throughout our denomination. '

Those desiring housing information may
contact Mr. Spurgeon al 12143 Old St.
Charles Boad. Bridgeton. Missouri 63044

SOUTH CAROLINA PASTOR
INCLUDED IN
WHO'S WHO IN REL'G'ON

TIMMONSVILLE. S.C.- The second ed¡tion
of Who's Who in Religion. wh¡ch ¡s publ¡shed
by the Marquis Publishing Company of Chica-
go. will include the name of Dr. lrvin Hyman,
pastor of the Bethany Free Will Baptist
Church near Timmonsville. Several Free W¡ll
Baotists were included in the f irst edit¡on. and
olhers are exoected to be named in the
cuf fent edit¡on.

Hyman is a 1951 graduate of Free Will
Bapt¡st Bible College and holds the 8.D.,
Th M. and D.Min. degrees lrom Luther Rice
Seminary in Jacksonville. Florida.

Mr Hyman is active in both the d¡strict and
state associalions ol South Carolina Free W¡ll
Baptists. Among the positions he now holds is
clerk of South Carolina Slate Assoc¡at¡on of
Free Will Baotists.

He has pastored churches in Georgia,
Florida and North Carol¡na and is the author
of 6 booklets. ¡nclud¡ng "What To Do When
You Don't Know What To Do."

NOTE: Due to the lack ol space, the
sland¡ng columns, "Our Women
Soeak" and "Chr¡st¡an Doclr¡ne,"
are om¡tted f rcrn Í/L)is,ssue.

FREE WILL BAPTIST
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WILSON CHURCH BREAKS 2 RECORDS WITH
ATTENDANCE OF 1,226 ON 14th ANNIVERSARY

WILSON, N.C.- The anniversary-home-
com¡ng day at Peace Free Will Baptist
Church on Sunday, October 10, was a cap-
stone in the 1O-year ministry of Pastor
Gordon Sebastian and an allendance peak
for the 14-year-old congregation. The special
day drew record attendances of 1,226 for
Sunday school, 1,350 for morning worship
and 932 for the evening service. There were
28 decisions for Christ in the morning serv-
¡ces.

However, the church broke more than the¡r
own atlendance records, according to a
church spokesman. From all ava¡lable
records th¡s was the largest attendance for a

s¡ngle service at any one church in the
history ol the city ol Wilson.

The highlight of the day was Sunday
evening when a special "This ls Your Life"
program honored Pastor Gordon Sebastian.
Although the program was a lotal surprise to
Brother Sebastian, it was not a secret to the
congregat¡on and the maiority of the towns-
people. Over 25 people lrom Brother
Sebastian's past took part ¡n the special
presentat¡on. Of all the people involved,
perhaps the greatest surprises were Brolher
Sebast¡an's mother and sister, who came all
the way from San Francisco, and his Navy
buddies lrom the early 1950's - Henry Van
Kluyve. a Free Will Baptist m¡nister; Wayne
Barclay. an Assembly of God m¡nister; and
Mr. Ted Young of San Diego, California, the
man who led Mr. Sebastian to the Lord on
August 15.1951.

At the conclusion of the program Mr.
Jimmy Cone, a deacon of the church,
presented Mr. Sebastian with a plaque for his
10 years of service with the church and gave
Pastor and Mrs. Sebastian a trip to the Holy
Land. both on behalf ol the church.

As a parl ol the anniversary celebration
there was a 10' x 10' cake that took a week to
make and required 3 ladies each working 8
hours lor 3 conseculive days to ice. There
was more than enough cake for the 1,350
people present.

Peace Church was organized in 1962 as a
result of a revival held by Brother Sebastian,
who was then pastoring Mount Calvary Free
W¡ll Baotist Church ¡n Hookerlon. The church
organized with 13 charter members and
called the Rev. Don Pegram as pastor. At that
time the congregation purchased an old
church building on the corner of Pender and
Academy Streets in an older section of
Wilson. On October 9. f966. Brother

Sebastian became pastor of the congrega-
tion. Under his leadership the church grew to
the point that ¡n 1969 a $120,000 bond
program was floated to relocate the church
to Tilghman Road. The church resls on what
was the farm of Mr. W. H. Godwin. a charler
member.

Growth of this congregation has necess¡-.
tated that the original church plant. cons¡st-
ing of a 350-seat aud¡tor¡um and educational
unit, be expanded on 2 different occasions.
The first was 1973 when an add¡tional edu-
cational unit was added and the parking lot
enlarged. ln the spring of 1975 an annex was
added to lhe auditorium, which now prov¡des
sealing for 600 adults. The presenl physical
plant ¡s valued at over $400,000.

Peace Church has a near 600 average ìrt

Sunday school attendance weekly. Their bus
ministry, which was launched in the fall of
1973. consists of l0 buses and one slation
wagon. Over 200 children and adults are
transported to serv¡ces weekly.

Mr. Rodney Whaley joined the church staf f
in the spring ot 1974 as m¡nister of youth and
mus¡c. ln May, 1976, Mr. Paul Brunner
accepled a pos¡tion as bus minister and child-
ren's church minister. Under Mr. Brunner's
direction. the bus atlendance has risen 73

over ils previous average, and the ch¡ldren's
church altendance has tripled with a high of
268 on September 26. Mr. Brunner is gif ted in
the use of puppets, which he employs exten-
sively in the ministry to children.

ATTENTION PASTORS!
Did your church gain at least 12 new

members during 1976?
lf so. we want to list the name of the

church, lhe number of new members
and your name in CONTACT
Magazine.

The challenge to increase church
membership rolls by 12 was given by
Executive Secretary Rufus Colfey in a
letter to all paslors last January. At
thal time he stated that lhe names of
the churches which made the increase
of 12 or more members would be
oubl¡cized.

Please share this information with
us by January 20.



TAG KILGORE FORMS EVANGELISTIC ASSOCIATION
PIKEVILLE, KY.- Over 5 years ago, the Rev-
erend Tag Kilgore said, the Lord impressed
upon him the need for full-time evangelists.
During the ensuing years he has continued to
seek the Lord's leading concerning the field
of evangel¡sm while pasloring churches ¡n
Tennessee and Arkansas.

Brother K¡lgore states, "God used lhis time
to teach me lo love souls and to enlighlen me
to the needs of the church . . . . Now the time
has come, and God has cleared the way for
me to be able to serve Him in the capac¡ty of
an evangelist." He recently res¡gned the
pastorate of the Capitol City Free Will Baptist
Church ¡n Little Rock, Arkansas, and has
formed an evangelistic association.

Brother K¡lgore is a native ol Kentucky, a
1972 graduate of Free Will Baptist Bibte
College, Nashville, Tennessee, and also an
alumnus of Mid-America Baptist Seminary in
L¡ttle Rock. He has received the endorse-
menl of Public Relations Director Paul
Ketleman, Free Will Baptist Bible Cotlege,

and General Director Bob Shockey, Home
Miss¡ons Deparlment, both of Nashville.
Tennessee; lnslructor O. T. Dixon, Hillsdale
Free W¡ll Bapt¡sl College, Moore, Oklahoma;
and pastors Ben Scott, North Little Rock,
Arkansas, and A. B. Johnson, Harold,
Kentucky. Evangelist Kilgore may be
contacted at 201 Scott Avenue, Pikeville,
Kentucky 41 501.

The Reverend Kilgore and h¡s wife, the
former Joy Wade, have 2 children.

HORTON HEIGHTS YOUTH SET
A FIRST FOR "STACK THE
RACKS'' PROJECT
NASHVILLE, TENN.- The youth of Horton
Heights Free Will Baptisl Church, Nashvitte,
are the first in the Uniled States to rece¡ve all
3 participation awards for the¡r lund raising
efforts in behalf of the Nationat Youth
Conference's "Stack the Racks" project.
This 1976-77 proiect, which is under the
auspices of the Church Training Service
Department, is designed to increase the
number of volumes in Free W¡ll Baotist Bible
College's Welch Library. Paul Ketteman,
publ¡c relations director for the college,
presented the group with the bronze, silver
and gold plaques.

"The young people of Horlon Heights Free
Will Bapl¡st Church are to be commended for
the¡r ¡nitiative and for the uniqueness of their
plan to help with the 'Stack the Racks'
library proiect for Free Witt Baptist Bibte
College," Ketteman sa¡d. "The spir¡t in which
it was carried out was exemplary and
hopefully will be an incenlive for other young
people ¡n our denom¡nal¡on."

The Horton Heights youlh staged a rock-a-
thon to raise the funds. They circled the
church's fellowsh¡p hall with rocking chairs,
secured sponsors who paid lhe rockers by
the hour, and wound uo with $450.

The bronze award is given lo each youth
group which raises $50 for books: lhe silver
award cert¡f¡cate is given to those
progress¡ng to the $100 level: and the lop
honor, lhe gold award certificate, goes to
groups that reach a totat of $250 for the
"Stack the Racks" pro¡ect.

NEW QUARTERLY MEETING
ORGANIZED IN MISSOURI
SIKESTON, MO.- Three Free Will Baptist
churches in southeast Missouri mel August
13, 1976, to organize the Bootheel Distr¡ct
Quarterly Meeting. The organiz¡ng members
are lhe First Church in Sikeston, pastor
Denzil Durbin; First Church in East Pra¡rie,
pastor Harrison Brack; and the Free Will Bap-
tist M¡ss¡on in Malden, pastor BillAdkinson.

Brother Adkinson, newly elected modera-
tor, slated, "By organizing the quarterly
meeting, we are saving many miles of travel
and promoting a closer bond ol un¡ty among
the churches in th¡s area." The organ¡zalion-
al meeting was hosted by the First Church in
Sikeston.

SAVE $$
INFLATION.STOPPING

OFFER
You can save $1.00 per year

on your subscription to
CONTACT Magazine by renew-
ing before December 31 , 1976.
Effective January 1 , 1977, the
yearly subscription rate will be-
come $5.00. That's still only
aboul 81/zô, more for each of
the 12 monthly issues. We
wish that an increase was not
necessary, but current income
from subscriotions is not suffi-
cient to absorb the recent
postal hikes and the increase
in printing costs.

Friend ol CONTACT, this is
your opportunity to extend
your current subscription for
as long as you want-at the
old rate! Use the handy order
form below.

Oh yes, this offer is open to
new subscribers also!

Attach your ma¡l¡ng label
correspondence.

Mail coupon to:
CONTACT Magazine

P.O. Box '1088

Nashville, TN. 37202.

Please check below:
( ) Change of address. Aff¡x current

mail¡ng label; enler new address be-
low. Please allow 4 weeks.

. ( ) New Subscription. F¡ll in coupon
below.

OKLAHOMA COLLEGE EXPANDS
EXTERNAL STUDIES PROGRAM
OFFERINGS
MOORE, OKLA.- Hillsdate Free Wiil Baotist
College has expanded its Modular Education
Program with 6 addit¡onal courses according
to Thomas Marberry, director of External
Studies. The new courses include Life ol
Christ M¡ni Course, Acts, Grcat Women of the
Bible, New Testament Men, B¡ble Characters:
Adam to Boaz and Bible Characters: Samuel
to Malach¡.

"These are basic Bible courses designed
for the student who has not had any college
training in Bible which can be very hetpful to
anyone who wishes to understand h¡s B¡ble
better. They should be most helpfut to Sunday
school teachers, CTS leaders and other con-
cerned Chrislians, " Marberry said.

students may work on these courses at
their own pace but must comolete each
course w¡th¡n 6 months. of the time it is
oegun.

"Cost for each course is $25.00. This
includes all workbooks and other needed
materials except a Bible. F¡rsl-time students
tak¡ng a course for credit are also charged a
matriculation f ee of $1 0.00, " Marberry
added.

Offered on a noncredit basis or for one
semester hour of credil from Hillsdale. lhe
courses when taken for credit may be applied
loward a degree from Hillsdale. For addi-
tional information, please write to Hillsdale
Free Will Baptist College, Department of Ex-
ternal Studies, Box 6343, Moore, Oklahoma
731 60.

Hillsdale College, which is owned and
operated by the Oklahoma State Association
of Free Will Baptists, is accredited by the
Oklahoma Slate Regents for Higher
Educat¡on to operate as a junior college and
to offer appropriate associate of arts degrees
and has been authorized by the Regents to
offer courses leading to a bachelor of
theology degree.
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( ) Renewal. Aff¡x current mailing label:
check couoon below.

Name

Addres

Cily

Please send a one year subscr¡ption
ol CONTACT - $4.00 until Dec. 31.
'76: $5.00 af ter Jan. 1.'77.
Payment enclosed. ( ) Bitt me
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(conti nued )

NEW CHURCH STARTED
IN WILMINGTON SUBURB

OGDEN, N.C.- A group of Free Will Baptists
intefested in establ¡sh¡ng a mission ¡n the
Wilmington area have secured a church
Þuild¡ng ¡n the community ol Ogden and are
now hold¡ng services. The Rev. Fred Carra-
way, who formerly was associate pastor of
Grace Free Will Baptist Church in Greenville,
has assumed pastoral leadership. He is
residing in nearby Castle Hayne.

The recently acquired church is a s-year-
old building with 5,000 square feet of heated
and air-conditioned space. The sancluary w¡ll
seat approx¡mately 150 people. and lhere are
4 large classrooms. lt is located on Highway
17 on the northeast outsk¡rts of Wilmington.

The m¡ssion work was established w¡thoul
the support of a m¡ssion board or group.
However. Brother Carraway shared that the
Grace FWB Church in Rocky Mount and the
Grace FWB Church in Greenville have been
instrumenlal in helping the miss¡on get es-
lablished.

Brolher Carraway stated. "God has been
blessing in all ways. The first Sunday we mel
in our new building, we had 31 ¡n attendance.
received a $240 offering. and had a
Jehovah's W¡tness accept Christ as her
Savior "

OKLAHOMA CHURCH
WORSHIPING IN
NEW AUDITORIUM

WAGONER. OKLA.- The congregation ol
the Frrst Free W¡ll Baptisl Church of Wagoner
is now worshiping in its new auditorium.
which has a seating capacity of 300. Pastor
"B¡ll ' Walker. who has Served with the
congfegat¡on fof the past 2y2 years. stated
thal the lormer church building was
remodeled for educational space. providing
'10 classrooms. and the new sanctuary was
added The total cosl ol the project was near
$35.000. Mosl of the work on the building was
done by members of the church.

Duflng lhe pasl fiscal year 46 new
members have been received ¡nto the
fellowship of the church. The average Sunday
school attendance is 100 with an average
CTS attendance of 45. The church has a
Woman s Auxiliary and a Masler'S Men
chaoter

Currently . . .

8y
EUGENE WORKMAN
Adm¡n¡lr8t¡vo Editor

About 8,000 sermons ago John West,
Tulsa s Free Will Baptist pastorat-large, be-
gan his min¡stry. His 8,000th attempt came ¡n
October, 43 years alter he began preaching.
That is an average of 3% times per week.
Brother West sa¡d lhat he has kept a record
of his work f rom lhe beginning and that when
one keeps accurale records "you see you
don't do as much as when you guess at it."
The Oklahoma minister continues to stay as
¡nvolved ¡n various relig¡ous activit¡es as
before his reliremenl f rom the "aclive"
pastorate of the First FWB Church, Tulsa,
sevefar years ago.

Pastor and Mrs. Ken Goll, First FWB
Church, Flat River, Missouri, have moved
into the new parsonage which the congrega-
l¡on recently had built.

Pastor Dennis Reeves. Soul's Harbor FWB
Church, V¡nêmont, Alabama, reports that
the church is using every available inch of
soace. The church, which was started about
2 years ago as a mission. was formally
organized ¡n August. Attendance is now aver-
aging 1 30 in Sunday school. The real squeeze
comes in the auditor¡um, which comfortably
seats about 180 people but has been accom-
modal¡ng nearly 230 per service. Some
weeks ago a junior church, which now
averages 50 children per week. was started
to he¡p alleviate the crowded cond¡t¡ons
during worship services: bul new people
contrnue to come lo hear the Gosoel
preached. Pastor Reeves ¡s praising the Lord
for lhis problem. Roger Hood serves as as-
s¡stant pastor.

Paslor Charles Miller, First FWB Church,
DeSoto, Missouri, reports thal Church
Training Service attendance continues to set
records. There were 135 presenl Sunday,
October 24.

Free Will Baplisl Chaplain (Major) Gerald
Mangham, United States Army, recently was
awarded a master of theology degree from
Princeton Theological Seminary and ¡s now
stat¡oned ¡n Aschaf f enburg, Germany.

Because of the continued increase ¡n

Sunday school attendance and lack of
addit¡onal space. the First FWB Church,
Johnson C¡ty, Tonnossee, began dual
Sunday schools on December 5. The first
Sunday school begins at 9:00 a.m.: morn¡ng
worship lollows at 10:00: and the second
Sunday school beg¡ns at 1 1:00 a.m. The
buses are running on lhe present schedule.
the only difference being that the bus riders
attend worship services firsl and Sunday
school afterwards. They still arrive home at
lhe same time. Clarence Phillips, Tennessee
State moderator, pastors th¡s church.

The congregation of the Sylvan Park FWB
Church, Nashville, Tênnessee, recenlly

completed a great Sunday school contesl
wh¡ch covered a 6-week period ¡n September
and part of October, according to Pastor Bob
Jones. The average attendance was 198,
which ¡s 3 more than lhe church's yearly
average through September. Pastor Jones is
also pra¡sing the Lord for the B new church
members gained during lhe contesl.

Billy Keith, assistant pastor, Grace FWB
Church, Rocky Mount, North Carolina,
reports an increase in bus riders for the year
ending September, 1976. The average was
190 per Sunday as compared with 167 for the
year which ended September, 1 975.

With all the interest ¡n the occult,
w¡tchcraft. demonism. salan¡sm, etc., Pastor
Richard Adams, East Side FWB Church,
Elizabethton, Tennessee, personally feels
the church should nol soonsor Halloween
observances. As an alternalive fellowship,
various age groups of the congregation held
harvest t¡me parties, des¡gned to thank God
lor all H¡s goodness. The adults met on Friday
night, while all the children and youth had
separate parties on Saturday n¡ght. Ample
tr¡ck-or-treat goodies were passed out by
parents so thal the children would not need to
be oul on the streets.

The second phase of the building program
for the First FWB Church, O'Fallon, Mis'
souri, includes lhe expansion ol the
auditorium lo seat 400, the addit¡on ol a

baptistry. more classrooms and a church
of lice. Add¡tional property has been
purchased across lrom the church for
park¡ng facil¡t¡es. Paslor Donald Lombard
has been with the church since it began as a
m¡ssion. The lirst building was dedicated in

Oclober. 1972. At that t¡me the Sunday
school attendance was approximately 40,
and at the presenl the average is 1 25.

ln order to have greater cooperation
among lhe churches of the Southern
Ouarterly Meeting ol Tennessee's
Cumberland Association, the olficers are
preparing a calendar of activit¡es for the
distr¡ct This should be a great assislance in
correlaling local church programs wilh
district and associational activ¡ties for 1977.

Capitol Hill FWB Church, Oklahoma C¡ty,
Oklahoma, has begun a new m¡nistry for the
blind. The church has started a Sunday
school class and now has members from 3
fam¡l¡es enrolled. These new members will
join ¡n the regular worship times of lhe church
and will also s¡ng in the choir. Homer Young
oaslors.

Several Free Will Baptist churches ¡n

Nashville, Tennessee, were among the many
¡n that state capilal c¡ty who supported a
recent antipornography ordinance passed by
the Metro Council. The antipornography
ord¡nance is designed to get "lewd and
indecent publications" out of the sight of
m¡nors. All stores selling such materials will
not be able to market them lrom
conspicuously placed magazine racks.
Nashville Free W¡ll Baptists not only gave
their support for the ordinances by wriling
and phoning their councilmen. but many were
on hand for one or more of the 3 readings,
which were necessary before the bill was
passed on the linal reading. On the same
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lnfluence of A P¡oneer
Dave Franks reminisces of his acquaintance with the

father of Free W¡ll Baptist missions in Latin America.
"There is a full moon tonight.

Looks like an excellent night for
horseback riding," said Mr. Willey.

It was indeed balmy in Pinar del
Rio, Cuba, that summer night of
1954. Preoarations had been made
for "Pop" Willey, veteran Free Will
Baptist missionary, to take summer
missionaries to visit a olantation the
following day. The entire group was
planning to leave after lunch to ar-
rive in time for evening services.

But when Brother Willey saw the
full moon, he took the opporlunity to
go ahead that night in order to spend
the next day inviting people to
services. So he rode off alone on
horseback under the full moon. The
result of this midnight ride by the
rugged individualist, who was impa-
tient in his desire to reach those who
had never heard. was witnessed the
next evening when over 100 people
came to the service, Scores of
people raised their hands 1o say that
they had never heard the Gospel
before. lt was reoorted that the
heavy rain prevented others who
had planned to attend from crossing
the river.

I remember very vividly the first
time I met Brother Thomas Willey. I

was a freshman at Free Will Baotist
Bible College in Nashville, Tennes-
see. He was the first missionary I

had ever known personally. His son
Tom Jr. was also beginning his
studies at FWBBC. Once when
"Pop" Willey spoke in a chapel
service, he showed very strongly his
determination to do what he felt was

ABOUT THE WRITER' Mr Franks alived tn
Btaz¡|. South Amer¡ca. ¡n January. 1958. to
begrn a ministry lor Free W¡ll Bapt¡sts. He ¡s
presenlly on furlough lrom dut¡es ¡n Consel-
heúo Lafaiete. M¡nas Gerais. The Alabama
naltve ts a graduale ol Free W¡ll Bapltsl Btble
Col lege. N a shv ¡l le. fennessee.
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God's will regardless of human or-
ganizations and limitations. He said,
"My mission board has 3 members:
God the Father, God the Son and
God the Holy Spirit." That's all the
author¡ty he needed. Little did I real-
ize that in the years to come our
paths would often cross.

During the summer prior to my
senior year at Bible College, I was
one of 6 students who went to Cuba
10 see first hand the Free Will Bap-
tist work there. We attended orienta-
tion classes conducted by Brother
and Sister Willey. We stayed at the
Cedars of Lebanon Seminary and
visited churches on the island. This
school had been established by Mr.
Willey for the training of national
evangelists and pastors so they
could be equipped to reach their
own people and thus multiply the
efforts of the foreign missionary. He
knew that the Cubans could reach
their own people better than an
American with limited understand-
ing of the Cuban language and
culture.

I slill remember admonitions
shared by Brother Willey in his
orientalion classes which have
proven to be true to my missionary
experiences. One of the points he
emphasized was that the mission

field will "show uo" the weaknesses
of a person as well as his strengths.
The "real you" comes to the
surface. The national can "see
through you." Another essential ele-
ment is to be adaptable or able to
change one's cultural habits.
Always be willing to admit when you
are wrong and confess it. Be re-
sourceful. Be indispensable; always
have something worthwhile to offer
the people. Know enough so that
there will be a demand for your
services. To win people, one must
be friendly. Unless you can win a
person's friendship, you will never
win him to Christ.

These summer exoeriences and
the orientalion sessions proved use-
ful measurement tools for those of
us serving in Cuba. Four of our
group, who were considering
mission work, decided foreign serv-
ice was not God's will for thent; and
2 of us, who had not planned to be
missionaries, later went 1o foreign
f ields.

Mr. Willey's missionary vision
included not only Cuba but the
whole world and Latin America in
particular. He did a survey of Brazil
which was influential in my decision
to go to Brazil to begin our Free Will
Baptisl work there. He arranged
such details as a place for me to
study the Portuguese language and
someone 1o meet me when I arrived
in Brazil.

ln the early days of our present
Free Will Baptist foreign missions
program, there was little vision or
interesl in missions among many
Free Will Baptists. Mr. Willey also
proved to be a pioneer at home in
promoting the cause of missions. At
times when he would have a mission
service scheduled in a country
church, he would be the first to ar-
rive. So he would just build a fire in

(Pleaselutntopage I4)
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INF¡.UENCE OF A
P!ONEER
(Cont. f rom page 13)

the church's old wood stove to
warm the building before the arrival
of the few people who would gather
for such a service. He would greet
them in his usual manner-a big
smile and his great one-armed bear
hug. He prepared the way in many
areas of our denomination for new
missionaries to be acceoted in the
years that followed.

While in the states for one fur-
lough, it was my privilege to travel
with Brother Willey in itinerary serv-
ices. He knew the value of a good
sense of humor. He told of being in
Birmingham, Alabama, for a mission
service where he received an offer-
ing for missions. That night when he
arrived at his hotel room with the
money, he opened the door to his
room only 1o discover a woman w¡th
a oistol in her hand. She said she
knew that he had the m¡ssion money
and demanded that he give it to her.
He did not know what to do. ln his
mind he could already see the morn-
ing newspaper headlines,
"Missionary Shot in Hotel Room
with Woman." ln desoeration he felt
he must do something; so he
suddenly yelled to the woman to
look behind her. As she turned, he
plunged toward her to grab the gun.
At that moment his toe gol caught in
the bed sheet, and he woke up! lt
was just a dream. Mr. Willey's
humor was at work. He always said
a sense of humor was a necessary
quality for the morale of a mission-
aty.

After Mr. Willey was forced to
leave Cuba in 1960. he continued
his mission work among lhe Cubans
in Miami, Florida. lt had been my
privilege to visit with the father of
Free Will Baptist missions in Latin
America severaltimes en route to or
from Brazil. The last time I saw him
was particularly moving. He was in
the hospital in Miami shorlly before
his "home going" on October 18,
1968. He still demonstrated his
strong character, determination and
vision. The disease of cancer had
taken his voice. Since he could not
talk, he wrote notes lo me express-
ing his desire to visit Brazil again.
He was calmly awaiting that new

vision-the one of his risen Lord. He
wrote that he was waiting to hear his
name called to go home.

The memory of Brother Willey
should be kept alive in our denomi-
nation, for he had the vision neces-
sary to reach those who have not
heard the Gospel. Today it is difficult
to find men with the same amount of

dedicalion and willingness to do
God's will at any cost as the Rev-
erend Thomas H. Willey. But this is
what is needed and required to ac-
complish great things for God.

A gift to the Willey Memorial
Christmas Fund will help continue
the work Brother WilleY began in
Latin America in '1936. a
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CURRENTLY.. . .
(Cont. from page B)

night the council also passed on the third
read¡ng a tougher version of a "massage
parlor" law, one wh¡ch prohibils lhe touching
of sexual parts for compensation. Other cities
which have Free Will Baplist congregalions
are also being plagued with an upsurge of
massage parlors, and Chr¡stians in these
areas should speak oul and do lhe¡r part ¡n
getling similar ordinances passed.

Wesconnet FWB Church, Jacksonville,
Florlda, is one of several Free Will Baotist
churches establishing librar¡es. As an added
¡ncentive lo ei'rcourage the people to read,
certificates will be given to those individuals
who read 5, 10, f 5 etc. books over a specific
per¡od of lime, according to Mrs. Faith
Posten who is acting as church librarian.
Howard Bass oaslors.

Although Free Will Baptists have been
united under the umbrella of the National
Associal¡on s¡nce 1935, there are several
churches and assoc¡ations in our fellowshio
whose ex¡slence predates lhe National by as
many as 10 decades. This is true of
Arkansas' Old Mt. Zion Association, which
convened last Augusl for its 1 35th annual
session. The churches of the association
reported receiving 80 new members by ex-
perience and baptism during the past associ-
alional year.

Sunday evening services at Fellowship
FWB Church, Kingsport, Tennessee, are be-
coming the "in place" to be, according to a
church spokesman. Many v¡sitors, parlicular-
ly from churches who do not have evening
services, are being anracted to Fellowship's
Sunday evening worsh¡p because "it moves
at a good pace with no time losl for
nonessentials: the Holy Spiril is able lo move
prior to and during the preaching of timely
messages; the fellowship ¡s great: and the
services are usually dismissed by 8:30 p.m.
so lhal school children can get home and into
bed on time." Pastor Wínston Sweeney
feels that with a l¡ttle effort on the Dart of the
church family, there will soon be as many in
the evening service as the morning.

Paslor James O'Dell, Bear Point FWB
Church, Sesser, lllinois, reporls that during
Sunday school on the Sunday following their
recent fall revival, lhere were 3 decisions
made for Christ. The Sunday school hour is
usually overlooked as the time for pulling in
the net w¡lh the emphasis being given only in
the worship serv¡ce. Perhaps th¡s will be a
turning po¡nt for this church.

Pastor Blll Van Wlnkle, Flrst FWB Church,
Murfreesboro, Tennessee, believes in
putting h¡s people to work to reach campaign
goals. Such was true pr¡or lo the October
Sunday School Enlargement Campaign when
he ass¡gned a ceflain page of the

Murf reesboro phone book lo each family. The
families were lo call each res¡dence before
Oclober 1 and give the answering person an
invitation to their church services. lf every
family in the church called one page, over
5,000 households and aboul 20,000
¡ndiv¡duals would have been reached.

Pastor Dennis Wlggs, Flrsl FWB Church,
Beaufort, North Carolina, ¡s praising the Lord
lhat s¡nce moving ¡nto a new building last
February, lhe church has been able to pay
most of the bills connecled with the reloca-
tion and construction of the new church
plant. ïhe total cost of the new building, land
and f urnishings was approximately $540,000,
wh¡ch was underwrillen by a bond program.

It sounds as if the members of the
Woman's Auxiliary at First FWB Church,
Vero Beach, Florida, are extending their
interest beyond that of missions. They are
sponsoring a weekday session for
"stretch¡ng, groaning and weighing in." I

wonder if the sessions are volunlary or ¡f
Pastor Willlam Colllns encouraged them to
follow the Apostle Paul's advice to "lay aside
every we¡ght . . ." that would hinder in the
Chr¡stian race. Maybe the member's of some
Master's Men groups should follow the
examole of these ladies.

It took real efforl and work on lhe parl ol
Sunday school teachers and members of the
First FWB Church, Garland, Texas, but lhey
surprised their paslor David Archer with an
atlendance of 169, far exceeding lhe¡r goal of
118 for that Sunday. lt was a good foretaste
of what could be done in the Sunday School
Enlargement Campaign and was only l4 shy
of the record Sunday school attendance of
1 83.

ln reading scores of church publicalions
each month, I find thal many of them do not
bear dates. Since lhe oostal service oflen
takes lrom 1 to 2 weeks for delivery, il iS hard
to know lo which Sunday reference ¡s being
made when the paper reads, "last Sunday"
or "nexl Sunday" or "Sunday alter next." I

imagine members of the congregations also
would appreciate dates now but particularly
in the future if they refer back to prev¡ous
publicat¡ons. A pr¡nted date would also aid
church stafl members who might wish to
check the liles lor statist¡cs of a spec¡fic
week of an earlier year.

Th¡s Bicentennial year Florida's Salem
Association of Free Will Eaptlsts honored its
4 oldesl members at lhe annual session in
Oclober. The min¡slers are the Reverends J.
E. Nichols, J. C. Watson, J. W. Roberls and
J. B. Lovering. Brother Lovering was the only
one able to þe present for this special service
conducted by the Rev. Jim Pelt, pastor of the
host church, Chrlstian Home FWB Church.
Blountslown, Florida.

A group of Free Will Baptists have
purchased land and begun to build a
sanctuary in Okeechobee, Florida. The group

hoped to be worshiping in the building by
Thanksgiving. The work is not under the
sponsorship of a mission board. The mission
has affiliated with Florida's lndlan Rlver
Associalion.

Wilh October being the month that our
National Sunday School Department
promotes the Fall Enlargement Campaign,
accounts ol several oromol¡ons were shared
in church oubl¡cat¡ons. Two of the most
inleresting yet practical ones, "Tw¡n Sunday"
and "Balloon Sunday," were staged at the
Guln FWB Church, Guin, Alabama, where
Richard Cordell paslors. On Twin Sunday
each Sunday school member was urged to
bring a "twin" who would be will¡ng to stand
up w¡th him at the Sunday services.
Physical resemblance was nol a requirement,
but lhe "lwin" could not be a regular altender
of the Guin Sunday school. On Balloon
Sunday approximately 500 balloons became
a¡rborne following the morning service. ln
each balloon was a sl¡p of paper bear¡ng John
3:16, the name of the church and ol a person
present that day. More exciting than the
takeoff of the balloons could be the relurn of
lhe balloons: for ¡f the person who f¡nds a
balloon returns ¡t to the church, he and the
person whose name ¡s on the paper w¡ll
receive a gift. Pastor Cordell said they
expected some balloons lo be returned from
out ol state. However, lhat depends on wh¡ch
way the wind was blowing on Balloon Sunday.

Sunday, October 1 7, was an exc¡t¡ng day al
West Tulsa FWB Church, Tulsa, Oklahoma.
Pastor Connie Carrik€r and h¡s faithful
Sunday school workers saw 888 people in
atlendance for the Sunday school hour. This
is a record for the church and for any Free
W¡ll Bapt¡st church in Oklahoma. Approxi-
mately anolher 60 people were presenl for
worship services, making lhe total
attendance near lhe goal of 1,000. The
growth has nol come overnight but has oc-
curred during the 13 years Brolher Carriker
has served with the congregation. This
record is commendable.

ln lieu of the traditional missionary
conf erence, the students of California
Chrlstian College observed a Missions
Emphas¡s Week, October 18-22. M¡ssionary
guests Howard Gage, Lonnie Palmer and
Frank Cousineau were able to spend class
sess¡ons, chapel periods and special
missions services in sharing the¡r particular
missionary burdens.

The news of California Christian College
will now be carried ¡n a oublicat¡on called
Outlook. College happen¡ngs were lormerly a
part ol the state paper and carr¡ed under the
column. "News-lette."

Most of the ¡nformation for this column is
gleaned from church bulletins. newslelters
and othef oubl¡shed sources. Put me on your
mailing list

JønuØ¡flJ --BíbIg St udJ l}Jontlf- For Free wir Baptists
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KEY TO INDEX: Articles, authors and Newsf ront ¡tems are arranged in 3 separate
divisions.

In part one, articles are alphabetized according to subject matter. Subdivisions of a

sub¡ect also are arranged alphabetically. The author's division is alphabet¡zed accord¡ng
to last names. The Newsfront ¡ndex is alphabetized in 5 main sect¡ons: churches, general
information. national m¡n¡str¡es, personalit¡es and state m¡n¡stries.

ln each division, t¡tles are alphabetized by the f¡rst words, disregarding "a," "and"
and "the" if they begin a t¡tle. Each tille ¡s followed by the month and page number of
the issue in which it appears.

-COMPILED BY CONTACT STAFF

CHARITABLÊ ORGAN IZATIONS
Check¡n9 Out Church.Related Organizarions.

P. Semenchuk, January, 15
CHI LOR EN

-See Leg¡slat¡ve lssugs

-See Parents

-See Va@tron B¡ble School
CHRISTIAN Growth

Da¡ly Grind, The. F. Coscia, Noveñber, ¡ 6
Th¿nk Yo! for Choosing Godl M. Kelton, March, l6
What K¡nd ol Christian Are You? Februa.V,'14

CHRISTMAS
Danger of Not CommercralizrnO Chilstmas, The.

S. gurgets. Oecember,4
CHURCH Doctínes

Lo@l Church on Revrew, The, Part l. L. Forl¡nes,
Augusr, l8; Part ll. October, I 7; Part lll. Nov.,16

CHURCH Growth
C¿rpenrer for Ch(st. Stafl Wíter, October,4
On Your Mark, Get Set, Growl B. Coftey,

February, I 8
Welch Awnue Story, The. M. 8o99r, June,2
-See lnvolwment

CHURCH Trarnrng Servrce
'76 Wiôners: Natronal Youth Conference.

September, I 0
Eicentennral Convcôtroñ Sets New Recordt.

J. Wrllrams and E. Workm¿ñ, September,2
Natonal Youth Conlereôce Program. June, 'l 4

CITIZENSHIP
From the Pews to rhe Polls. J. Conlan, July,2
Letter to Añerr€. M. Fry, October, S
Should Relgron lôfluence Politrcs? R. Colfey,

October, '18

CFEATION
Made rn Hrs lmage, Part I I l. Forlrnes, January, I 7;

P¿rt lV. Februory. l5; Po¡r V. March, l8; Parr Vl.
Apnl, I 6; Par¡ Vl l. May, I 8; Part V I I l. June, 22;
Parl lX. Julv, I 6

CRIME
Conlront¡ng the Crrme Cnrs. R . Cottey, March. I 8

cRUCTF rXrON
Centurron's Reflectrons From C¿lv¿ry.8. May,

APrrl, S

D

OÊATH
Ournlaô Lrle or Dealh' Case Rated fop News Srory

ol'75. February. l6
OENOMINATIONAL N€WS

"Currently". E. Workm¡n, March, I 2; Apr't, 10. May,
1 4; June, I 9; July. 1 4; August. I 5; Septeñber, I 4,
October, l2; November, 15, December, S

-See Newslront Index

OÊ TROIT Coôwñtroñ
Look at Detrort. A. R. Coffey, Noveñber. l8

O ISCI P LIN €
Oare to Drscrplrne Orsobedreôt Orscrples L. SÞarks,

MaY ,2
DIVORCE

-See Ordrnatron

E

EVANGELISM
"l Found lt" Say 4,700 Ohroañs. M. 8oggs.

November, 1 0
Symptomr of Stifled EEngehsm. J. Ange.

November, 6

F

FAMI LY
Famrlv Uôder Fre, The. J. Will'ams, Febtuary ,2

FLOYD, John, Sr.
God's Man ol Moderñ Oay Mrracles. A. Truluck.

Au9ust,4
FOREICN MISSIONS

Ercentennral Conventron Seti New Records. J. W¡ll'amt
and E. Workmôñ. Sep¡ember,2

General Director Shares Observatrons of Recent Trrp
ro European M¡ssron Pornts. Stall Wrrter. Apí1, I 4

FRÉÊ Will Eaptrst Musrc Fellowshrp
Brænteônral Conventron Sets New Records. J. WrlhaG

and E. Workm¿n, Seprember,2

G

GIVING
-See Charrrôble Organrzatront

GOAL SETTING
Goal Sertiñ9 Gets Your Church Gorng. P. Herdebrechr

añd A. Swansoô, Jañuary,6

H

HANDICAPS

-See glindñers
HAPPINESS

Thrngs That Mâke Me Glad. M. Kerô, July, I 6
HÊRIfAGE

Free Will Eaptrst Coñtrrbutrons to Our Natron's
Socrery. O. Dodd. July,8

I Love Free Will Eaptrstsl H. Haríson, July, lO
M¡ssouí Church Reaches Centennral Mark. Mrs. T

Marthews, Februarv, S

-see Brcentenôral

-See Thânksgrvrôg
HICKS, Oôv'd

C¿rpeñrer lor Chr¡sr. Stall wíler,October,4
HOMÊ

Joy ol Enteilarôrñg and Berng Enterlarned, The
E. Gibson, Apfil. I 6

-See Famrly
HOr\4E MTSSTONS

græntenñral Conventron Sets New Records J Will¡ðß
añd E. Workman, Seprembe., ?

I

¡MITATORS of Chr's(
Chíltrans Admonrshed ro 8e lmrlators R. P¡críllr,

J¿nuary, 16
INVOLVEMENT

". . . 8y All Meaôs Save Some.' H. Châpman,
August, '14

Total Task ol the Church: Witness. Warñ and W¿tch.
l. L Turner, Apftl,2

LASOR
Chrrstran ¿ôd the Work Ethrc, The. P Hall,

Seprember, I 6
LAYMAN'S EOABO

Brcentenñral Conventron Sets New Records. J Wrllrâms
and E. Workñañ, Seprember, ?

LEGISLATIVE lssues
Legßtarrve lsruei Affecrrng rhe Church March, l5

M

MI LITARY
Our Readers Comrunt M Clark, June, 18
Our Readers Commeñt. D. Steveô. Auguir, I 6

MINE LA MOTTE Free Will Baprrrt Church
Mrssourr Church Reaches Centenôral Mark Mrs. T

Mallhews, Feb,ruary,8
MUSIC

Murc wrth a Messge- R. Coffev, May, l 8

Indexr Volume XXIII, Jan.'DGC., I'976

SUBJECT INDEX

A

ABORTION
Eall¿d of the Unborn. F. Cl¿yton, July, 7
Brc¿nteônrâl Coôventron Sets New Records.

J. Will¡ams ând E. Workman, September,2
Our Re3de.s Comment. C. Snow, November, I 7
To Lrw Or Not To Lrve? Lvons, July,6

AGING
Will I Be a Grouchy Old Personz J. Gardner.

Feb'ruary, I 6
ALCOHOL

Our Nat¡on ls Drownrngl V. O. Hudson, Jaôuary,9

B

818LÊ
How to Keep 8'ble Srudv Vibrañt D. Bobrrds,

Ocrober,2
Scíprures Now Publrshed rn 1,577 lañguages.

APill,'17
EICENT€NNIA L

'76: A Year ol Heítage and Hope. S¡aff Wíter,
Jaiuèty,2

"So Proudly We Ha'1". R. Cotfey, July, l8
Sprrrt of '76 Commemoratron and Commrtmnt

R. Cofley, January, l9
-See Hentage

-See Sundôy School
B LINON ESS

"l See Mcn ôs Trccs, W¿lkrng . . .", J. Bragg, M¿rch,2
Our Readers Comment. R. F uller, May, 1 3

BULLETINS, Church
Our Readers Comment. O- Pettylohñ, November, I 7
Tool ro 8e Sharpened, A. B. Trppeil, August, S

AUS MINISTRY
Soundrng 8oard, The. R. Sellars, February. I 7

c
CAMPS, Yourh

-See Legrs¡atrve lssues

CAPITAL Punrshmeñt
Oeath Penôlty: Ye5 or No. G. Lee. March,6

CÊNTRAL Free Will Eaptrst Church
-See Youth Mrnrstry
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NATIONAL CONV€NTION
'76 W¡nners: National Youth Confe.eôce.

September, I 0
B¡æñtenn¡al Convenrion Sets New Records. J. W¡iliaß

and E. Workmañ, September, 2
Comments Abour Conveôtroô'76. September. 20
Coôveñrion Theme Embracei Freedom,s Meanrng

aôd Respoñsibil¡t¡es. Juñe, I 2
Digg¡ng lnto the Word 8¡ceôtennrat Styte. Ocrober, I 4
Nat¡gnal Youth Conleren6 p¡qg¡¿¡. ¡r.a, ¡ 4
Oklahomô Free W¡ll Saptrsts to Hosr Natronal

Conventioñ. €. Workmañ, May,6
Program ol Natroñat Assoc¡at¡oô. June. g
Voting in Tuts '76. Septemb€r,7

NATIONAL MINISTRIES
-See ¡ôdividual deFrrmeôt3

o
OFDINATION

Ooes O¡vorce Pfeclude Ordrnatronl R. Cofley,
Seplember, l8

Our Reðders Commenr. G. p¡ilmñ, November_ I ?

PARÊNTS
Fìe'poôsibrlitres ol a Chís¡r¿n Parenr. M Keileman,

January, l8
PATIENCE

How lo Func¡ron, Though Frustrated. H. Chapman,
May. I 7

s

SECONO COMING
Chri5ri¿ôs Are Not Hermrts! G. Lee, June,6

SI LENC€
"A Trme ro Keep Silenæ". W. Je.nrgan, August, T

SNOEBERY
Soundiñ9 Board, The. R. Seilers, Fe'oleary,17

SUNOAY SCHOOL
B¡centen^ral ol the Suoday Schoot, The. R. Reeds,

Aqtal,4
SURVEY of Sub5cfibers

Survey Of Subscribers Revealt Reôderi' OprnroñS
S¡âf I l\rrrrers, February, 6

T

TELEVISION
Ameí@ñ Home Under Attack. R. CoÍey, Juñe,22
Our Readers Commenl. K. Woody, Augusr 16
Sarañ's S¿lrenl Saturctav Symposrum. E. Fìrchards.

November,2

THANKSGIVING
Thaôksgrvtng Blessrngs precede Natron,s Foundtng.

M. Cantrell, November, 4
TITHING

Sound¡ñg 8oard, The. L. Thomas, Aprrt, lg
TONGUÊS.SPEAK ING

Our Readers Coñment. J. Haas, June, I 8
Our Fleaders Commeñt. J. añd p. McKown, June, .lg

Our Rcadcrs Commeôt. G. Owcñs, June, lg
Our Readers Commeñt. J. West, Juôe, lg
Our Readers Comñeñ1. K. Woody. Augusr, I 6
Should Tongues.Speak'n9 8e Toteratedt Fl. Cofley.

Apfil, l8
Soundrng 8o¿rd, The, R. Seilars, February, t 7

f RANSCENDENTAL MEOITATION
Ou. Beaders Comñent. J. g. Wiùamr, November. I 7
Transcendenrat Medrratroô: Fôd of lhe,?0.s.

G. Rggers. August,2
TRANSLATIONS

Soundrng 8oard, The. A. Woodtret, J¿nuary, lg

V

VACATION EIBLE SCHOOL
Rellectroni of a VBS Teacher. W. Smrth, Ocrober, | 6

VIRGIN gIRTH
"Harl the lnørnare Derly". Fì. Coltey, Deæmber, t9
Vúgrn Erth: Mysrr@l Unron ol Derty an¿ ¡u*n,tr.

The. H. Harrson, Decembgr.2
VIRTUES, Chr'¡rran

What rhe Weil.Dressed Free W¡I Bapt.í Woman W,tl
8e Wearrng. 8. Ptunkeil. Juôe, 7

VOLUNTEER Se.v'æ
Arkangt W|dow Minritert to Vretnamese Refugees.

Stâll Wftter. J¿nuary, I 7

w

WELCH AVENUÊ Froe Wll Eaprrsr Church
-See Church Crowlh
-See €vðñgeftsm

WILEY, Thomar, Sr.
Inllueñce ol a P¡oñeer. D. Frank!, Deceñber. I 3

WOMAN's Nationat Auxrlrarv Convenlron
Srcentenñial Coôventroñ Sets New Records. J, Wiilram,

and E. Workmañ, Seprember,2
WNAC CreaÙve Wítrn9 Coñrest 1979.76. September,g

WOMÊN
Woman's Ptace rñ rhe Church. C. ThEpen, August, t9

WORSHIP
Worship ls ¿n Orderty Act. R. Hrdde. March, g

'Y

YOUTH MINISTRY
Reachrng Teeôs lor Chrrsl. L. Wetch, August. 1O

AUTHOR INDEX

A
ANGE, Joseph

SYmptoñs ol Strlled Evangel'sm November,6

B

BOGGS, MiKE
"l Found lt" SaV 4,700 Oh'oans. November, tO
Welch Awnue Stoty, The. Juôe,2

8RAGG, Joe
"l See Men as Trees. Watkrng " . March,2

SURGESS, Susaô
D¿ôgcr of NOI Comme.qôIzrn9 Chr¡stmas, lhe

Oecembe.,4

c
CANTR€LL, MiKE

Thanksgrvng Slessrôgs Precede Natroô's Fourrding
November,4

CHAPMAN, Hetry
". . . By All Means Saw Some '. August, t 4
How To Fuôclroô, Though Frustr¿ted Mây, I 7

CLAYTON, Fay
Ball¿d ol rhe Unborn. Juty,7

COFFÊY. Rufus
Amerr€n Home Unde. Ailack Juñe,22
Conlrontrôg the Crrme Crrsrs. March, t 8
Ooes Orvorce Prectude Ordrn¿tron2 Seplember, ¡g
"Harl the lñ€rn¿te Oe¡ty". Oecember, l9
Look ar Oetrorl, A. November, l8
Musrc Wrrh a Message. May, tg
Oñ Your Mark. Get Set, Growr FebruãrV, t8
Should Be¡gron Influence PotrÜ6? October, l8
Should longues.Speâk'n9 Be Toteraredt Apilt, l8
"So Proudly We Ha't" Juty, l8
Sprrrt of '76 Commemoratron añd Commrrftnl

Januôry. l9
CONLAN, John B

From the Pews to the PoIs. Juty,2
COSCIA, Florene

Darly G|nd, The November, I 6

D

DOOD, Oãmon D
Free Wrll Eaptrst Contrrbutrons tO Our Natron's

Socrety July,8

F

FORLINES. Leroy
Local Church oô Revrew, The, pail I Augusr, tg,

P¿rt ll Ocrobcr, 1 7, P¿.t ilt. November, t6
Made rn Hrs lmage. P¿rr ilt. Janua.y, I 7, pail tV

February, 15. Pa.r V March, 18j Parr Vt Apr't,
l6,Part Vll M¿y,18, Pa( Vllt Ju^c,22. p¿il tX
JulV, I 6

FRANKS, Oave
lnfluence of ¿ P¡oneer Oeæmber, I 3

FRY, Môl@lm
Letter to Aru.r€. October, S

G

GARDN€R, Jo¿n
W¡ll I 8e a Grouchy Old Pprson 2 February, I 6

GlgSON, El¡¿abeth
JoV of €ñterlarnrng and Eerng Ênrerl¿rned, The

Apfil, l6

H

HALL, Paul Fred
Chístranañd theWork Êlh'c,The September, l6

HARRISON.H O
I Love Free Wll Baprr¡r¡t ¡u¡", ¡ q
Virgrô Brrth: Myrtrøl Uôroñ of Oerry aôd Hu@nrtv,

The December.2
HEIOEBR€CHT, Påul

Goal Se(rng Gers Your Church Gorng. Janlarv,6
HIOO€, Robe( Oean

Worshrp ls an Orderly Acl. Môrch, 9

HUDSON, Van Dale
Our NAIrOô lS Drownrngl Jaôuary.9

J

JERNIGAN, W¿de
"A Trme to Keep S'leñce" Auguil,7

K

KËLTON, M¿.y
Thank You lor Choos'ng Godr March. I 6

KERN, Marguerrte
Thrôgs Thar Make Me Gtad Juty. I 6

KETTEMAN, Mabel
Resoonsibrltresof a Chrrstrañ Parent January, l8

L

LÊÊ, George
Chíst¡añs Are Not Herñrtsl June,6
Death Penalty. Yesor No) March,6

LYONS, Dan
To L'w Or Not To Lrve, Juty,6

M

MATTHEWS, Mrs Ted
Mrssourr Church Reaches Ceôtennral Mark

February, S
MAY, Sob

Ceôlurron's Reflectron From Calv¿ry Aprrt, S

P

PlClRlLLl, Robert
Chrr3trans Admoñrshed to 8e lmrtators Janu¿ry, l6

PLUNKETT, EeIIY
Wh¿t the Weil.Dresed Free Wril Baptrst Womaô Wrtl

8e Wearrng June, 7

R

R€EOS, Roger C
Brceñrc¡nral ol the Sunday Schoot, The Apr't,4

EICHAFIDS, €ugene
Salan's Sâhenl Saturday Symposrum November,2

ROBIROS. Oon
How to Keep B'ble Study Vrbrânt October,2

ROGERS. Gene
Traosendentâl Mcditatron: Fad of the 7O's. August.z

s

SELLERS, Rurh
Soundrñg 8oard, The Fcbruary, I 7

SEMENCHUK. Paul
Checkr¡g Out Church.Relared Organrzarrons

January. f5
SMITH, W'ñqe

Reflectrons of a VBS Teðcher. Odober, t6
SPARKS, Lonn'e

Oare ¡o Orscrphnc Orsobedrent Dr3crptes. May,2
SìÂTANSON, Arnold

G@l Seilrng Get3 Your Chu.ch Gorng. January,6

T

THIGPÊN, Charles
Womaî'r Place rn the Church. August, l9

THOMAS. Lee
Soundrô9 8oard. The. Apí1, l8

TIPPÊTT,8err
Tool to 8e Sharpeôed, A. August.S

TRULUCK, A. C.
God's Man of Modern Oay Mrr¿ctes Augurr,4

ÎURNEB, I Beñn'e
Total Task ol rhe Church: Wrtness, Warn and Watch,

The APfil,2

w
W€ LCH, Lerov

Reachrng Teens for Chrrsr. August. l0
WILLIAMS, J¿ck

Srcentennral Coñveñtron Sets New Records
September, 2

Orggrñ9 lnto the Word Ercenr€nnral Style Ocrober, I 4
Famrly Under Fr.e, The. February,2

WOOOLIEF. A.nold
Souôdrng Board, The Jônua.y. l8

WORKMAN, Eugeñe
Brceñtenñrat Coôventron Sets New Records.

September,2
"Cur.ently". Ma¡ch, I 2; Apilt. I 0; Mav, ,l 4, June, l9;

July, I 4; August. I 5; September. 1 4. Odober, | 2,
November, l5; Oeæmber,8

Oklahoma Free Wrll 8¿ptrsrs to Hort Nðrronðt
Co¡ventroñ. May,6 q
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NEWSFRONT INDEX
CHURCHES

ALAEAMA
Ceôrer Pornt, Center Pornt, Octobe., l2
Ensley, Ensley, Apol l0
Frrí. Cordovô, Ocrober. I I
Frrst, Flo.ence, September, l3
Frrsr. Gurô,.lanuary, l2
Frrst, Pleasant Grove, Apí1. l0

ARIZONA
Frrst, Globe, Seprember, l2
Frrst. Phoqôrx. Môrch, l3

ARKANSAS
F'r51, Rusrellvrlle, July. I 3
Fordyæ, Fordyce, August. I 3
Grace, Oeoueeñ, Februa.y, I 2; June, I 7

CALIFORN IA
Frr5t. gakerstreld, J¡nuary, I 2, Juñe, I 7

FLORIOA
Cocoa. Cocoð, June. I 7

Frsr, Paô¿ma C'ty, October, l2
GÊORGIA

Rome, Rome, Ocrober. I 2
Statesboro, S¡atesboro, July, I 2
Wh'te Oak, Macon, May, I 3

TLLTNOTS

Sethel, South Roxana, Juôe, I 7
INDIANA

Valley Grove, Anderion, Januôry, 'l 3
KANSAS

Serhel, Kansas Crty. Jaîuaîy, 12
KENTUCKY

Sourhsrde, Parñtsvrlle, March I l; November, l4
MASSACHUSETTS

Randall Memoíal, North Chelmsford, Apill, I 0;
June, I 7; October. I I

MICHIGAN
Fnendshrp, Flrnr, June, I 7

MrssouRr
Frrst. Þesoto, June, I 6

NÉW HAMPSHIRE
Lrttleton, Lrttleton, Mðrch. I I

NÉW MÊXICO
Fa'rh Chapel, Hobbs, ApÍ1, I I

NORTH CAROLINA
Fa¡th, Cary. Jânuary, l2
Farth, Goldeboro, M¿rch, I 1

Grace, Rocky Mùunr, Jôôuary, l2; March,12, MaV, l5
Hilltop, Fuqu¿y, Jañuðry, 1 2
lmmanuel, Durham, January, l2
Laurel, Charlotte, February, I I
Mt. Calvãry, Hookerton, Jaôuary, l2
Mt HollV, Mr Holly, June, l7
Ogden, Ogden, Deæmbe., I
Peace, W¿shrñgton, January. l2
Peace, Wrlson, Decembcr, 6
Tr¡nrtV. Greenvrlle, June, I 7
Vrclory, Goldsboro, March, I4

oHro
Uôron, Wheelersburg. October, I I
Welch, Columbús, Jaôuôry. I 2; Apr¡1, I 0; June, 1 7

Welt Dayton, Dayton, Juôe, I 7
OKLAHOMA

Bethany, Broken Arrow, June, l9
Frrst, Wagoner, December, 8
Locust Grove, Locust Grove, June. I 7
New@stle, New€stle, March, l0
Wesr Tùle, Tule, January, l2

SOUTH CAROLINA
Farth, Oarl¡ngroñ, July, I 3
Fr.st, Greenwood, Jañuarv, l2

TENNESSE E
Earts¡de, El¿ôberhron, May, l2
Fotest Grove. Knoxvrlle, January, l2
Good Spnñgr. Pleasnr Vrew, January, I 2
Horton Herghrs, Nashv¡lle, Deæmber. 7

TEXAS
Frst, Houstoñ, June, I 7

VIRGINIA
Fairmount Park, Norlolk, June, I 6
Fr.st. Bedfo.d, May, l4; October, l'l
Frrst Rrchmood, June, I 7
Frrst, Roanoke. May, ¡2

WÊST VIRGINIA
Kistler, Krstler, March, I 2; June, t 7

WYOMING
Fr.st, To.rrngton, Februa.y, I 3
Maranathð. Cheyeñne, Ju¡y, 1 3

GENERAL INFORMATION

Al@holrsm rñ Srxth Graders ls Called'Lron Outsrde rhe
Door'. January, I I

gilly James Hargrs Jus(rf res Orsgraælul Acts wrrh Old
Testarent Apftl, l8

Churches Oppose New Proposed IRS Rule!. August, I 7
Fellowshrp Meetrng of Concerned Free Will 8aÞrrsts Set

for St. Lours Area. Oeæmber,6
Missrng New York Pastor Not Abducred by Saranrsts,

Sk'pped w'th Funds. March, l2
Natronal Oflrces Get New Telephoñe Numbers rn Apí1.

May, l2
Postal lñcreases Atlectrng Denomrnatronal Pubhca¡rons.

Augusr, | 3
Prôyer Meelñgs rn Homs lllegål In Detrort Area.

APill,6
Píncrpals' Conference Sets Fall Prograd. Ocrober, l2
Ournlan'Lrfe or Death'Case Rared Top News Storv ol

'75 February, l6
World s Largest Sunday School Convenrroô Convenes

In October August. l2

NATIONAL MINISTRIES

CHURCH Trarnrñ9 Servrce
CTS Eoard Creates "The Srcenteñary Award"

Apr'1, lO
EXECUTIVE Otl'ce

Asscratrons Acceptrng Challenge o, Than ksgrvrng
"God and Couôrry" Ralles. Nowmber, 1 2

Coop Grfrs lncrease 20% Duilng 1975. Feb.uary. t I
lowô Free Wrll Slapt¡sts Lead Per C¿p¡ra Grung rñ

'75. March. lO
Leade.sh¡p Conference Atlr¿cts Free Will Baptarti

From l6St¿les. Januâry, l2
FOREIGN Mrss'oñs

Mrssroñs Oepartmnts to Sponsor College Mii'onary
Conference. September, I 3

FRÊE Will Eaptrst Bible College
Bible Conferenæ Speakers Aônounc?d. Februa.y. I I
Oenomrñat¡on's College Gets Teacher Certrli@troñ.

September, I 2
FWBBC Ênrolls 490 fo. Second Semester. March, l4
FWBBC President to Pa.rrcrpate iñ World Coñgreis

ol Fundamen¡alists. Apr¡1, 9
FWgBC's Aødemrc Dean Reærws Doctoral Degree

rn MTSU Ceremoñres Februarv,'12
Women Srudeôrs Swell Number ot FWBgC's C¿mou3

Resrdenrs. Octobe.- lO
Wyomrng Church Plays "S¿nra" for FWBBC.

Februa.y, ¡ 3
HOME Mrssroñs

Mrssrons Oepartæñts to Sponsor College M¡ttronary
Conferenæ. September. I 3

Noveñìber ls Stralegrc Trme for Denom¡naÙon's
Home Mrssrons Departmeñt. November, l2

LAYMAN's Board
Master's Men Celebr¿te zoth Annrvergrv. June, I 7

OPERATION Pôrtnershrp
Operatron Partnersh'p Needs Only S85,000.

February, 1 3
Operatron P¿rt.ershrp's Grdeoôrtes to Be Flecognr¿ed

at Natronal Conventron. June,18
RETIREMENT And lnsurance

Semrn¿r Focuses Atten¡ron on Needs of Older Adulrs
rn Lo€l Church Program. March, l2

SUNOAY School
8aæñtenôial Emphasi¿ed ¡ô Them lor Sunday

School's Spr¡ng Enlargement CamÞa¡gn.
February, I 3

Fôll Eôlargemnt C¿mpaagn Prows lnstrumenl for
Suñday School Growth. January, l2

Fall Sunday School Campaign Theme Contiôues
Eicentennial EmÞhasis. Augúst, 1 3

Spín9 Campa¡gn Most W¡dely U*d Sundðy School
Dr¡w to Date. June, I 7

"Who's Who Among Free W¡ll Eaptists" to Be

Produced. August, 1 2
Who's Who Ouertaonnarres Controue to Be Reæived

Nowmber, 1 3

PERSONALITIES

LAITY
Aôge, Sreve. Januôry, I ?/Dupree, Sandr¿, July, | 2;
September, I 2/Keener, Marv¡n, January, 1 2 lodeñ,
Mr. and Mrs. Herbe.t, July, 1 3/Oleñ, Loyd, June,
1 7/Sturdi%nr, RalÞh, Ocrober. lo/W¡sehan. Mary,
August, I 2

MIN ISTERS
Adamr. Richard, May, I 2/Allred. O. T., August, I 3/
Ashmore, Robert. Januôry, l4l8ass, Lrndberg, March,
I I /Burdeô, Dôle, June, I 6/8urrow, Bennie. SeÞtember,
I 2/Campbell, Lewrs, Jaôuary. I 2; Mav, 1 3/Cðrney,
Leslie. July, ¡ 3/C¿rraway. Fred, Deæmber.8/Cordell,
Rrchard, February, l2; November, l2lcox. Jrm. May,
12lcoxwell, Thomas, Octobqr, lzloawnpor¡, Frôñk,
March, I I /Oavrs. Carl. October, I 2/OeBrun. Harlaô,
Ma.ch, t l/Drpboye, Glenn, Julv. 13/Do99etr, Oí!,
August, I 3/Estes, Oron, September. I 2/€vans. Ca lvrn,
Ocrober, l'l /Ganñ, Miltoñ, Ocrober, 12lHargÉ,
Edward, January, I 3/HarÍson. Ernest, Jr., June. I 9/
Hood, Glenn, Odober, l2lHughes, goñnre, February,
I 2/Hyman, lrvin, Oeæñber, 6/Jackson, 8obby,
November, l3/Johnson, L C.. Apfil,g/Johnson,
Thomas, February, I 2/Joñes, Walte., September,
1 4/Joslin, Oav'd, January , l2: May, 1 3/Ki lgo.e, Tag,
Deæmber,7/Ledlow, Ed, ApÍ1, lO/Lee, George,
March, l4lLoñg. John, September, l4lLu€s, Fted,
Februâry, I 3/Malone. Tom, September, I 3/M¡ller,
Ch¿rles. Juñe, 1 6/Morrri, Wll¡am, July. 12lowens.
Joe. May, I 3/Oweñs, Mack, April, lO; Oclober, ¡ I /
Phrllips, Floyd, July, l2lR¡chey, Jack, March, lO/
Savage, Graemg, March, l l; June.19; November, 12l
Sebasrran, Gordon, Oeæmber,6/5hoots, S. T..
Ocrober, I l/Spurlock, Cecrl, September, l2lslañcill,
James, February, | 1 /Steele, W¡ll¡am, May, I 4; Oclober,
I l/S(ox, Loreñza, October, l2lTh19pen, Charles,
February, I 2; Seprember, I 3; October, I O/Waggonet,
Jgseph, November, | 3/Warner. Fred. July, 1 3/Watkrns.
Carey, Augusr. I 4/Woods, Rudv. July, I 3/Young,
Edd'e, March, I l; Noveñber, l4

STATE MINISTRIES

ALABAMA
Ahbam Brble lnsr¡tute €nrollt 86. November. I 2
Alabam Free Will Baptrsts Opeô lnsrrtute.

Feb(uaty ,12
ARKANSAS

Arkans¡ goard Launches Loðô Fund lor Mrslon
Churches. Noveñber. l2

Free W¡ll Baptrst gook De¿lers Plañ Convenlron
J¿nuary, I 2

Free Wrll Eaorrst Sookstore Representð¡ives Meet
lor Natronal Workshop- May, I 3

FLOBIOA
Chrrstran Vrorkers'lnstr(ule Planned for Florlda Area.

March, I I
Floída Collcge Enrolls 82, Garns Communr¡y Fa@r

NowdÈer, | 2
Salem B¡ble College lo Open Ooors Thrs Fall. June, l9

IDAHO
ldaho Free W¡ll Baptrsts Grven Uôusual Reægñitroo.

September, I 2
KENTUCKY

Kentucky College Begrns Frrst Year of Clasæs.
November, I 4

MrssouRr
New Ouarterly Meelrng Organt¿ed an Mrssourl.

Dec€mber,7
OKLAHOMA

H¡llsd¿le College Oeveloprñ9 Program of €xte.nal
StudreJ. January, I 4

Hillrdale ColleOe's Fall Enrollmenl Shows Shght
Decrease. Odober, I O

Oklahoma College Expands External Studres Progr¿m

Otfeíngs. Deæmber, 7
Oklahoma's Hillsdale College lnstrtutes Modular

Êduøtron Program. July, l3
SOUTH CAROLINA

I 3,00O South Ca¡ol¡ôrãôs Frll Stadrum for
€wngelstrc Crusade. November, 'l 3 A
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FROM THE BRIDGE

o'Ha¡|, 
the

lncarnate Deity"
By Rufus Coffey

Executive Secretary

The phrase, "Hail the lncarnate
Deily," from the familiar Christmas
carol, "Hark the Herald Angels
Sing," echoes a fundamental truth
of the Christian faith.

The incarnate Deity was Jesus
Christ, who laid aside His divine
being and clothed Himself in human
form. He, who was one in substance
with God, identified Himself with the
human family by adorning the
nature of mankind. Through the
virgin birth He, who was coequal in
rank and being with God, embodied
the f lesh of a human being.
"'Behold, the virgin shall be with
child, and shall bear a Son, and they
shall call His name lmmanuel,'
which translated means, 'God with
us' " (Matthew 1:23, NASV).

How Jesus Christ, the divine Son
of God, became infleshed in a
human body is a great mystery. Yet
it is a glorious fact which forms the
heart and core of Christian doctrine.
"The Word became flesh, and dwelt
among us, and we beheld His glory,
glory as of the only begotten from
the Father, full of grace and truth"
(John 1 :14, NASV).

Without the incarnation of Christ,
there would be no Christmas story
to tell. ln lact, the word "Christmas"
literally means "Christ-sent." Thus,
Christ was sent to bridge the gap be-
lween God and man.

Reveal God
Down through the centuries God

had made Himself known by
dreams, visions. direct communica-
tion, nature and by angels. Now God
chose to reveal Himself through
Jesus Christ. "No man has seen
God at any time; the only begotten
God, who is in the bosom of the

Father, He has explained Him"
(John 1 :'lB, NASV).

ln John 14:9 Jesus affirms that
"he that hath seen me hath seen the
Father." This truth is further stated
in I John 5:20, "And we know that
the Son of God has come, and has
given us understanding, in order
that we might know Him who is true,
and we are in Him who is true, in His
Son Jesus Christ." Moreover, this is
in accord with what Christ taught in
Matthew 11:27, "No one knows the
Son, except the Father; nor does
anyone know the Father, except the
Son, and anyone to whom the Son
wills to reveal Him."

Redeem Mankind
Because of sin man was es-

tranged from God. The only way that
lost mankind could be reconciled
and restored to fellowship with God
was through a redeemer. ln order to
provide redemption, "God sent forth
His Son, born of a woman, born
under the Law, in order that He
might redeem those lhat were under
the Law, that we might receive the
adoption as sons" (Galatians 4:4,5,
NASV).

Therefore, the incarnation was a
prelude to Calvary. The plan of
redemption could not be effected
without the virgin-born Christ child
coming into the world to provide an
atoning sacrifice for sin. Thus, the
eternal, immortal, invisible God
robed Himself with the mantle of
humanity and appeared on earth in
the form of human flesh. No wonder
Paul exclaimed, "Great is the
mystery of godliness: God was
manifest in the f lesh."

Peter said, "Christ also hath once
suffered for sins, the just for the
unjust, that he might bring us to
God" (l Peter 3:18). The central truth
of the Gospel is the redemptive work
of Calvary "whereby God was in

Christ reconciling the world to
himself ."

Rescue from the Devil
Another important reason why the

incarnate Christ came to earth was
to deliver enslaved souls from the
clutches of Satan and the power of
temptation. This glorious truth is
found in Hebrews 2:14-18,

Forasmuch then as the child-
ren are partakers of flesh and
blood, he also himself likewíse
took part of the same; that
through death he might destroy
him that had the power of death,
that is, the devil; And deliver them
who through fear of death were
all their lifetime suþ/ect to bond-
age. For verily he took not on him
the naturc of angels; but he took
on him f¡,e seed of Abraham.
Wherefore in allthings it behoved
him to be made like unto his
brethren, that he m¡ght be a
merciful and faithful high priest in
things pertain¡ng to God, to make
reconciliation for the slns of f/¡e
people. For in that he himsell
hath suffered being tempted, he
is able to succour them that are
tempted.
Satan is the archenemy of the be-

liever. But through the power of
Christ he is a defeated foe.

During His human existence here
on earth, Christ knew what ít meant
to encounter Satan and his host of
demonic powers. Yet He triumphed
over the evil one. He sympathizes
with us when we are attacked by the
adversary. He hastens lo our rescue
in order that we might be victorious
over the assaults of Satan. As our
high priest (Hebrews: 7:24-28), He
intercedes for us that we may
continue to live victorious over
temptation.

lnasmuch as the incarnate Christ
came to revealthe reality of God, re-
deem us from sin and rescue us
from Satan, we are compelled to
sing with renewed vigor this Christ-
mas,

Christ, the highest heavenadored;
Christ, the everlasting Lord!
Late in time behold Him come,
Offspring of the virgin's womb:
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see:
Hail the lncarnate Deity:
Pleased as man with men todwell,
Jesus, our lmmanuel. a
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CONTACT

P.0. Box 1088

Nashville, Tennesee 37202

Second-class postage paid at Nashville, Tennessee

WRITERS

0oa

Marcfrl,l977
o o

For What? WNAC's Creative Writing Contest.
Who ls Eligible? All Woman's Auxiliary members and Actionettes.
Categories: Programs suitable for publication in Co-Laborer magazine, skits, plays,

and articles. All program manuscripts should be at least five double-spaced
typewritten pages.

Awards: ln each of the three categories the awards are:
First place-$25.00

Second place-$ 10.00

Third place-Study course books
Honorable mention-Will be decided upon by the staff

Send your entries to: WNAC Writing Contest, P. O. Box 1088, Nashville, Tennessee 31202


