





Such an occurrence is tragic but
hopefully rare, {1 thought, until last
month. One of my patients, a 20-
year-old paraplegic {(paralyzed from
the waist down), blurted out to me,
“Doctor, I'm depressed. The church
peopie where |'ve been attending
are saying | don't have enough faith,
or I'd be healed. | believe God can
do anything. t've really tried—but no
healing."

Fortunately, | was reminded of
the biblical account of a person
who, t00, really tried to be healed, in
fact, 3 times. He was the Aposile
Paui. There was some infirmity that
God knew Paul was better with than
without, God did not heal him.

So | asked my patient, "'Suppose
God's plan now includes the wheel-
chair for you. Which takes the
greater faith--to trust God had you
been whoie or to trust Him though
paralyzed?" Admittedly, this was a
loaded question, for | knew that he
had no consideration for God prior
to his injury, He got the point and
went away rejoicing.

The Bible is filled with accounts of
peopie with emotional probiems. For
example, Moses was kept from the
promised land because of his anger
and disobedience in striking the
rock for water, rather than speaking
to it. There was the early cowardice
and fear of Gideon before his en-
counter with the Angel of the Lord.
Look at the [ust pattern of Samson.

Who could forget Michael, Saul’s
daughter, despising David's
conduct of singing and dancing at
the victory over the enemy, thus pro-
viding evidence that marital
tensions and resentment existed.
Then there was Elijah’s fear and de-
pression while fleeing from Jezebel
and Peter's lying, guilt and sorrow
on denying his Lord. On and on it
could go.

Do Christians have emotional
probiems? Yes! Do all Christians
have emotional problems? Yes! At
least to some degree they do.

(Ptease turn to page 4)
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im has been sent to the princi-

pal's office for cheating on an

important examination. After
the usual lecture and threat to be ex-
pelled or to be given a failing grade
for the course, Jim is asked for a re-
sponse to his “crime.” With an ex-
pression of despair he replies, “But
everybody’s doing it!"”

Debbie's parents have gotten the
report that she has been seen smok-
ing on the way home for school.
When confronted with her action,
she typically replies, “‘But every-
body's doing it!"

Just recently the cheating scan-
dal at West Point was disclosed.
Most of the cadets when accused
answered, "‘Buf everybody's doing
it

The truth is that everyone, from
the President of the United States to
the smallest child, makes decisions
in reaction o peer pressure, Some-
how, an attitude has developed that
says because everybody is doing i,
it must be right. /s something right
just because everybody is doing it?

Obviously, nobody likes to be an
oddball. For instance, nobody would
walk out on the street dressed in an
ouifit popular during the 1940's.
Why? Because nobody else is doing
it, everybody would laugh and stare
at him. Peer pressure dictates that
people dress stylishly and in good
taste. The truth is peer pressure dic-
tates many of our actions.

Peer pressure, though it does
control our fives to some extent, be-
comes more acute when Christian-
ity with its values of right and wrong
is involved, It becomes even more
acute when Christian teenagers are
invoived. It is difficult to talk to teens
about not parking on lonely roads
with their dates when supposediy
everybody else is doing it and when
a report is expected back at school
to the gang on the '‘activities.” It is
difficult to tell them not to get
involved in the drug scene when the
star quarterback of the football team
or the star basketball player smokes
a joint or pops a ‘“bennie’” before
every game, it is difficuit to talk
about hair length and dress length
when the most popular teens in

“To be socially accepted is one of
the greatest motivations a teenager has. He
will attempt unbelievable feats to prove to

those he is trying to impress that he is ‘in.

L

school dress the way they do. The
same could be said about language,
rock and rolt music, places, enter-
tainment and activities,

If you want to know what kind of
pressure Christian teenagers are
facing, visit the local junior high or
senior high schoot and just walk
down the hall at lunch hour or class
changes. Add to that excitement by
walking down the hall with a Bible in
your hand. Then imagine that you
are a teenager and these are your
friends—friends with whom you sit
in class, with whom you play ball,
with whom you share a lecker, with
whom you eat, etc. Now you are
able to get just a glimpse of the ex-
ternal pressure to conform,

Many a meaningful parent or
Chrigtian friend replies to the teen-
agers' quip, “Everybody's doing it,"”
by saying, ‘“No, not everybody is
doing it.” Then they go on 1o list sev-
eral teens who are not doing it. But
to that teenager, everybody who is
important to him is doing it. He prob-
ably is not a bit impressed with the
list given him of those who are not
doing it because he is more im-
pressed by the ones who are.

To be socially accepted is one of
the greatest motivations a teenager
has. He will attempt unbelievable
feats to prove to those he is trying to
impress that he is "in.”” Read your
local newspaper for proof.
Teenagers are killed in head-on

collisions because they are playing-

"chicken'; people are fortured or
killed because a guy wants to prove
to the gang that he is tough; and the
list goes on.

Can the local Bible-believing,
Free Will Baptist church help the
Christian teenager out of the dilem-
ma of peer pressure that constantly
defeats him spiritually and leaves
him empty and frustrated? Yes, it is
possible.

First, the church is vying for the
souls of teens who seem to be influ-
enced by the crowd they associate
with practically every day. There is
no guestion that the church faces
insurmountable obstacles. There-
fore, every church that has a group
of teenagers should have a youth
director. He may be a layman or per-
haps the pastor, but they need
someone with whom they can identi-
fy, someone who is enthusiastic and
radiant in his Christian life and has
strong personal convictions.

Then, have standards! This does
not mean having a list of "“do’s" and
“don'ts.”” It means having bibtical
standards of conduct that should be
reproduced in teenagers from the
inside out. These cannot be forced
on them arbitrarity but in a loving,
compassionate approach to help
them find out what God wants in
their fives. Know what standards

Yy
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““EVERYBODY'S DOING IT?’
(Cont. from page 7)

need to be developed in their lives,
and strive to reach them with God's
help.

Constantly challenge teens to
counteract the worldly peer
pressure by creating their own peer
pressure,

1) Develop Christian teenage
leaders, especially young men. Take
them soul winning; challenge them
with worthwhile projects; praise
them for the smallest spiritual ac-
complishments, Have leadership
classes with good prospects.

2) Develop character. A useful
definition of character is ‘“‘doing
right even when it is not conven-
jent,”” Get them to see that doing
right is always right no matter if
everyone eise is doing wrong.

3) Challenge them to be different.

Let them know that being different is
the norm for a Christian, and help
them prepare for this in their lives.
Challenge them to carry their Bibles
on top of their books to school. Allow
many opportunities for testimonies
of those who carry their Bibles and
have succeeded in taking the “guff"
and “catcalis.”’ Let others see that it
¢an be done. For this same reason
give teens plenty of opportunities to
give victory testimonies.

4) Help them to develop a correct
attitude toward woridly peer
pressure by allowing Christ to live in
and through them. Help them
develop holy boldness in their Chris-
tian lives. Give them a positive ap-
proach to their probliems with peer
pressures. For instance, Christians
are oftentimes defensive about bibli-
cal life-styles as if they were in the
wrong. Let them know that Chris-
tians are not in the wrong. They are
in the right; the crowd is in the
wrong! A changed attitude can help
them cope with the pressure,

5} Instifl in their lives a meaning
and purpose which can only come
from loving Christ more than any-
thing in this world. Challenge them
to develop a meaningful daily devo-
tional life of Bible reading and
prayer. Get them into the Word of
God, and get the Word into them.
Have meaningful, chalienging Bible
studies. Be sure to start with the
“milk' and work into the *'meat.”

Can worldly teenage pressure be
handled by the Christian teen? Yes,
but it has to come by developing the
“inner man." There is no mechani-
cal, external way io handle it, *'for
we wrestle not against flesh and
blood . . .” (Ephesians 6:12),

Remember everybody is not do-
ing it! There are many exceptions by
the grace of God.

ABOQUT THE WRITER: Mr. Christ is director of
vouth af First Free Will Baptist Church,
Mewport News, Virginia. The Pennsylvania
native is a graduate of Bob Jones University,
Greenville, South Carolina, He has worked
with young people for almost 10 years. 'y

By Nate Ange

| ducked quickly into the
locker room, feeling a bit re-
lieved that | had made it
through most of the day with-
out anycne noticing my Bible. |
had carried my Bible on top of
my books only in response {0 a
challenge given the night be-
fore by our church's youth
director, Brother Ron Christ,
Now, | was hoping that possi-
bly no one would notice my red
Bible, sifuated so prominently
on top of my stack of books.

| started to cover my hooks
up with an old jersey from out
of my locker, but it was too
late. Mike, the brawny ali-star
fullback was staring at me sus-
piciously. His voice was filled
with sarcasm as he spoke,
“Well, well ... Ange has his
Bible! What ya preachin’
about?”

““HERE YOU CARRY IT!”’

The question caught me off
guard. Even though { wanted fo
speak up for Christ, my lips
were frozen shut with embar-
ragsment, | wished for a brief
instant that ! could have disap-
peared! Leaving schoot that
day, | feit that i had miserably
failed God.

Yet that day was only the be-
ginning of an increasingly bold
witness for God in my high
school in Durham, North Caro-
iina. | determined before God
that night that | would not be
ashamed of His precious
Word, God faithfuily granteg
me courage to witness of my
faith in Christ {o students,
teachers, athletes, coaches
and even entire classes, Later
that year Mike gave his heart
to Christ and testified to over
900 people of his conversion to
Christ!

I am a senior in coliege now.
As | preach to young people in
many of our churches, | give to
them the same challenge that
Brother Christ gave to me sev-
eral years ago: “Carry your
Bible to school on top of your
books!

This practice helped to dis-
tinguish me from the Devil's
crowd, and it started me on the
road (o effective witnessing for
Christ,

Teenager, it takes a iremen-
dous amount of courage to
stand up for Christ and the
Bible. Any "ol sissy” can run
with the crowd, but it takes a
real man or woman to stand up
for God. So, if you want your
witness to count for God in
high school, accept my offer—
here, you carry it.

ABOUT THE WRITER: Mr. Ange is a
senior ministerial student at Free Wil
Baptist Bible Coflege, Nashville, Ten-
nessee. He is an aclive member of
Woodbine Free Will Baptist Church,
Nashville. A


































Currently . ..

By
EUGENE WORKMAN
Administrative Editor

Even church builetins can be humorous as
Pastor Kenneth Faison demonstrated in a
recent bulletin for the First FWB Church,
Batesville, Arkansas, Following a weekend of
harsh winter weather including snow and ice
when the Sunday school and church attend-
ance dipped to a new low of 13, Pastor Faison
noted that for those who were not abie to
come, builetins for the previous Sunday were
avaiiable at half price. Despite the bad
weather Mr. Faison continued hig outreach to
the community through the radio program,
“Echoes From Calvary,’” heard each
Saturday cver a local station.

Pastors and faymen from Mississippi are in
for a {reat when they have their annual re-
freat May 4-6. At that time renowned author
and evangelist Dr, Leonard Ravenhill will be
the guesl speaker. Pastor Danny Dwyer, First
FWB Church, Amory, Mississippi, who is in
charge of promoting this event, says an invi-
tation is extended to individuals outside the
state, but reservations must be made by all
who intend to be present. That sounds like a
good idea, especially with an outslanding
speaker and the fact that space Is limited at
the retreat center, Address Mr. Dwyer at 504
Ninth Avenue North, Amory, Mississippi
38821.

The year 1976 wag a year of blessings for
the " First FWB Church, Farmington,
Missourl, according to Pastor Jim McAllister.
He notes the following statistics: nearly 200
decisions with 102 new members and 77 bap-
tisms; an average Sunday schoot attendance
of 334, 80 above the 1975 average, an
income in excess of $80,000 ¢f which
$20,854 was given to dencminational causes
outside the local church; an increase in value
of the church property by $135,000 including
the purchase of 2 additional pieces of
properly which added 30,000 square feet of
ground and the construction of 2 additional
floors to the educational building which
added 6,550 square feet; and the purchase of
another church bus to make a total of 3
routes. Goals for 1877 include a Sunday
school average of 410, 85 baptisms, 110 new
members, 200 decisions for Christ, 100 or
more average on bus routes, and an increase
of weekiy offerings to $2,100. Without goals
such as these church members would not be
as motivated 10 reach out further in the
community.

For the Sylvan Park FWB Church,
Nashville, Tennessee, 1976 was a {ruitful
year, according tc Pastor Bob Jones. The
congregation gave approximately $45,000 in
ofterings of which $6,201 was given to out-
side causes, 13.7 percent cof iotal income.
The church membership increased by 54

there were 22 saved; Sunday schoot attend-
ance averaged 187; another 38-passenger
bus was purchased; the church secured
another parking iot next ic the educational
unit; the auditorium was extended to provide
100 additional seais; and plans have been
drawn for giving a face lift to the front of the
church building with the addition of a new
vestibuie.

The mortgage on the parsonage of the
lLewis Avenue FWB Church, Tulsa,
Oklahoma, was paid off in Novembey. Pastor
Larry Tuttle staies the congregation has ap-
proved a compiete rencvation of the sanctu-
ary and the construction of a new entrance
and vestibule. Several classrocoms and
oifices have recenily been improved with
carpet,

An attendance of 258 in Sunday school on
December 12 set a new record for the
Alexander FWB Church, Olive Branch,
lilinois, according o Pastor Doyle Pruett.
That high day contriputed to the 174 average
for Sunday schoo! attendance in December,
the highest in the 59 year history of the
church. Since Pastor Pruett became the first
fuil-time pastor of the church in July, 1976,
the church has affiiated with the South
Central Quarterly Meeting and has thus
become a part of the lllinois State Associa-
tion, They recently moved into their new audi-
torium, which has a seating capacity of 300,
and are completing construction of a new
parsonage.

The recently purchased bus for the out-
reach ministry for the First FWB Church,
Petaluma, Californta, is being paid for
through the puschase of seats by the con-
gregation. Each seat costs $100. Some
members are buying more than cne seal,
while cthers are buying a portion of a seal.
Pastor Carl Young is overseeing this unique
method of financing a new bus.

Pastor Fred Hall, Union Chapel FWB
Church, Chocowinity, North Carolina, is
appealing t0 his congregation to voice their
disapproval 1o the Beaufort County Board of
Commissioners’ efforts 1o gain approval for
the Sunday sale of beer. He says Christians
shouid voice their disapproval through a
letfer or telephone cali to their county com-
missioner, stating that encugh harm is al-
ready being done by the sale of this "devil's
brew™ on the other 6 days of the week
without desecrating the Lord’'s Day.

Roy Rikard couid not stay retired. After
serving 31 vyears as paslor of the
Cramerton FWB Church, Cramerton, North
Carolina, he recently accepled the position
of assistant paslor at Springwood FWB
Church in the Springwood community. This
man with boundiess energy was recently a-
warded an honorary doclorate of divinity
degree from the Andrews Baptist College
and Seminary, Sacramento. California, in
special services atl the Cramerion Church.
The Rev. Wade Jernigan, president of
California Christian College, Fresno,
conferred the degree.

Pastor David Hicks does nol wail untif
Sunday morning to create spiritual excite-
ment at the First FWB Church, Dickson,
Tennessee. He does it throughout the week
but particularty on Saturday morning when
he meets with the men of the church at 8

o'clock for a time of prayer and feillowship.
Afterwards they go as a group for breakfast
al a nearby restaurant, then on to their jobs
or visitation.

Pastor George Lee, Victory FWB Church,
Goldsboro, North Carolina, shares that the
per capita giving for the church in 1976 came
1o $7.33 weekly or $381.16 annually. Thisis a
higher average than the normal Free Will
Baptist Church.

Pastor J. C. Morgan says that the
breaking of the Love Loaves each February
has special meaning for the congregation of
the Lawnwood FWB Church, Tulsa, Okia-
homa. For many weeks the people have
been filling their Love Loaves with nickles,
dimes. guarlers and even doliars to meet
the needs of the hungry around the worid.
Pastor Morgan says this breaking will
further teach the children lo be
compassionate and unselfish. One penny
per child can send $5.16 worth of high
protein food to hungry children arcund the
world. 1sn't thal a better way to spend a
penny then for the usual sweets?

Has your church ever observed Matthew
Sunday? On January 30 members of the
First FWB Church, Tucson, Arizona, held
this special observance. Because of the
example of Matthew who invited some
friends to dinner where Jesus was a special
guest, the congregation selected this
Sunday to invite someone to have dinner
with them. Pastor Gene Rogers urged
members {o bring visitors to church to hear
the Word of God and then take them home
for lunch.

Despite Arkansas' adverse winter
weather during the month of January,
Pastor Ben Scott, First FWB Church, North
Little Rock, states the church is running
ahead of the budget. Many paslors can't

make that boast even with sunshiny
weather.
Pastor Earl Scroggins reports the

missionary giving for 1976 for the First FWB
Church, Wichita Falls, Texas, was
$2.491.47. a 65 percent increase over the
$1.528.70 given in 1875, Pastor Scorgging
commends his people for their interest in
missions. which he feels was stimutated by
a missionary conference in 1976 and visits
by several missicnaries fo the church at
other times.

Community FWB Church, San
Bernardino, California, observed her third
anniversary on January 16 with special ser-
vices. The group recently purchased 3
adjoining lots for future use. Their present
building was purchased 2 years ago and also
contained 3 large lols. David Wallace
pastors.

Ministering to the military is an important
part of the ministry cf College Lakes FWE
Church, Fayetteviile, North Carolina.
Recently the church emphasized one Sunday
as a “'Mission to Military" and provided lunch
in homes for many of the new converts and
potentiai converts stationed at the nearby
military base. Bobby Smith pastors.

~y
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OUR WOMEN SPEAK

By Mildred M. Daniel

Aside from our Lord, Solomon
was not only the wisest man who
ever lived, but he was also a man of
experience where women are
concerned. His experiences in iife
taught him that women vary wideiy
in attitudes, goals, temperament
and motivation. The true interior
measure of a woman can be hidden
behind an attractive but deceptive
exterior.

In the book of Proverbs Solomon
compliments the inner beauty quaii-
ties of woman and strongly warns
against the subtle and designing
woman, interested only in her out-
ward beauty and her own selfish

advantage. ‘'Evil,” ‘'strange,”
“foolish,”  ‘“‘clamorous,” ‘‘brawi
ing,”” ‘‘contentious,”’  angry,”

“odious,” “without discretion’’—
these are terms used in Proverbs to
describe some women,

However, these words do not de-
scribe all women, beautiful words,
such as ‘‘gracious,”” “‘wise" and
“virtuous,’’ describe those inward
guaiities which make a woman of
any age or station in life of great
value. The conciuding chapter of
Proverbs begins, "'The words of king
Lemuel, the prophecy that his
mother taught him’* (Proverbs 31:1).
Author J. Sidlow Baxter refers to this
chapter in these words: *'Never was
a worthier ode sung in praise of
wifely virtue" (Explore The Book,
page 138). He cites the fact that
these verses describe a good
woman, a good wife, a good mother
and a goed neighbor. Her vaiue is
far above rubies!

Verses 10-31 list at least 31
qualities present in such a woman.
Here we find the ideal woman, wife,
mother and neighbor described.
These guaiities are attainable in the
daily routine of any weman willing to

Turning Rubble Into

Rubies

become ‘'clay’ in the hands of the
Master Potter. However, these
qualities do not come naturally; so
peruse them with an open heart. The
ideal woman . . .

1. Is virtuous (remembers Pro-
verbs 12:4 and guards this quality
carefully)—v. 10,

2. Is trustworthy (earned trust,
especially in man-woman relation-

ships)—v. 11;
3. Will de him good (net “'do him
int' ey, 12;

4. Is industricus (not lax)~-v. 13;

5. Works willingly {(not grudging-
Iyy—v. 13;

6. Overcomes obstacles and dif-
ficulties (not always "‘under the cir-
cumstances’’ }—v. 14;

7. Has thrifty buying habits (not
iust a ‘'can-opening, box-mix"
specialist)—v. 14,

8. Is an early riser {has broken the
jaziness barrier)—v. 15;

9, Ptans in advance for the needs
of her household (avoids iast-minute
scrambles}—v. 15;

10. Has a good head for business
(thinks first, then acts and not the
opposite)—v. 16;

11. Knows how to plant and grow
(puts forth the effort necessary)—v.
16,

12. Stays as streng and healthy
as possible (no bundle of nerves,
relying on pills)—v. 17,

13. Sets high standards for her
work (not mediocre)—v. 18,

14. s willing to work on into the
night when necessary (not idle or
slothful)—v. 18;

15. Sews for her family (gets busy
and Jlearns what she doesn’t
know)—v. 19;

16. Shows concern for those in
need {not suffering from a severe
case of “'l'" trouble)—v. 20;

17. Acts on that concern (reaches
out to love-starved chiidren, the
lonely, the lost}—v. 20;

18. Ciothes her family warmly and
wisely (not just ‘'fashion-
freaks' }-v. 21;

19, Makes some of her own
clothes (becoming and in good
taste)—v. 22;

20. Is careful about colors and
materials (attractive without being
gaudy)—v. 22;

21. Is an asset, not a liability, to
her husband (content in her very
“special’’ place)—v. 23,

22. |s skilled to earn income, if
and when the need arises (secular
or hobby-type)—v. 24,

23. |s spiritually stroeng and honot-
able {never quits growing, learning,
il Peter 3:18)—v. 25;

24. |s aware that much of her
“reward”’ will come later {"‘in time
to come'’}—v. 25,

25. Speaks with wisdom and
kindness (carefui about the feelings
of others)}—v, 26;

26, |Is a busy homemaker {not a
harried housewife}—v. 27;

27. Deserves the praise of her
family (remembers this has to be
earned)—v. 28;

28. Excels in whai she does
(knows there is always room at the
top)—v. 29;

29. Has a filial fear of the Lord
(not superstitious or servile fear)—
v. 30;

30. Knows more concern for inner
beauty ihan outward adcernment
(understands | Peter 3:3,4)— v. 30;

31. Lets her own works praise her
(lets it happen spontaneously, rather
than asking for it or demanding i as
her right because compliments and
praise mean so much more when
they just happen) —v. 31,

Turn the “‘rubble" of your perscn-
ality into these ‘‘rubies,” which
sparkle and attract from the inside.
And mothers, share these qualities
with teenage daughters as they ook
toward the future altar of marriage.
As one girl stated, "“Sometimes |
fee! like my whole perscnality is full
of cavities.” Help each girl 1o
prepare now to someday become
“Mrs. Far Above Rubies.”

ABQUT THE WRITER: Mrs. Daniel, a longtime
member of Central Free Will Baptist Church,
Royal Cak, Michigan, is aclive in Woman's
Auxiliary work on the local, district and state
levels, Besides feaching Bible siudies and
writing, she als¢ conducts seminars for
women.
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NEWS OF THE
RELIGIOUS
COMMUNITY
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IRS HAS NEW RULE FOR CHURCHES

WASHINGTON, D.C.~~The internal Revenue
Service has issued a reguiation requiring
certain tax-exempt church-connected institu-
tions to file informational tax returns.

Among the institutions are some religious
schoois, hospitals, oid-age homes and
orphanages.

The new rule has heen criticized by the
Baptist Joint Committee on Public Affairs and
the leader of a coalition that has been fighting
it. James E. Wood Jr., head of the Baptist
Joint Committee, and John W. Baker, the
coalition's crganizer, said the regulation
atlows the government to define what is a
legitimate activity of a church and thus
violates the First Amendment guarantee of
separation of church and state.

According to the ruie published January 4
in the Federal Register, churches, conven-
tions or associations of churches and an
“integrated auxiliary’' of a church are
exempted from filing annual tax returns.

The rule defines an “'integrated auxiliary”
as a church organization whose “principal
activity is exciusively religious,”” such as
men's or women's groups, a seminary, a
mission society or a youth organization.

The church-refated hospitals, schoois,
orphanages and old-age homes that are
being required for the first time to make
extensive financial reports to the IRS will
remain tax exempt under the rule.

A religious cealition has been fighting the
rule since it was proposed last February. The
original language defined "integrated auxili-
ary'' as an organization ‘“‘whose primary pur-
pose is to carry out the tenets, functions and
principles of faith of the church with which it
is affiliated” and whose cperations "directly
promote religious activity among the
members of the church.™

Baker of the Baptist joint committee, who
organized the coalition, recommended that
churches *'go ahead and fite the returns by
April 15 but under protest to show we're not
sleeping on our rights.””

NAE DISAVOWS
CLAIMS OF GAY GROUP

WHEATON, ILL.— A distinct fraternity of
nomosexuais who profess to be evangelical
Christians and who pelieve such a life-style is
not inconsistent with biblical teaching have
gained increased atfention in recent months,
according to Dr. Billy A. Melvin, NAE execu-
tive director. The movement, known as
Evangelicals Concerned, is headed by Dr.
Ralph Blair of New York City.

The group's literature indicates it was
formed in February, 1976 at the time of the
34th Annual NAE Convention in Washington,
D.C. "There was no official tie-in at ail,”
Melvin stated. ""An organization has no right
to ride on NAE's reputation simply because it
was formed in a hotel across the street from
where the NAE meetings were taking place.
NAE wants to disavow any connection with
Evangelicais Concerned.

“The basic error in the teachings of such a
group has been well documented,” Melvin
said. “To drift away to any degree from
upholding the Bible as Ged's infallible guide
in matters of faith and practice is to disregard
God's truth as universal, transcending time
and cultural changes. We must not forget
Sodom and Gomorrah, as well as the other
ancient civifizations whose declines have
been greatly altributed to moral decay and
ever-increasing liberality toward personal
and sexual aberration."”

‘CHRISTIANITY TODAY’
WILL RELOCATE ITS HEADQUARTERS
IN CHICAGO SUBURB

WASHINGTON, D.C. (EP)— The bhoard of di-
rectors of Christianity Today magazine have
voted to relocate the magazine's head-
quarters from rented space in the capital to
Carol Stream, lllinois, directly north of
Wheaton.

All but 2 of the veteran editoriat staff mem-
bers voted to remain in the present offices
near the White House,

Editor Harold Lindsell said there were
several factors involved in the decision to re-
locate. Among them were the larger number
of seminaries and academic institutions in
the Wheaton area, a variety of publishing
resources, a labor poof that will not be in
competition with federal agencies for empioy-
ment and salaries, and a broader representa-
tion of theological and ecciesiastical
outlooks,

Dr. Carl F. H. Henry, founding editor of the
magazine in 1956, told Washington Star
newsrman William Willoughby that he was dis-
appecinted at the decision. The Arlingion
theologian said, it is unfortunate tc move
the magazine to a suburb of a Chicago
suburb. It seems to reverse the ideal of
evangelieal penetration of secular society
that motivated its founding.”™

HAVE YOU HUGGED YOUR KID TODAY?

DUBUQUE, IOWA (EP) — The Dubugue PTA
Council is selling bumper slickers carrying
this message, "Have you hugged your kid to-
day?"

**| think this is a great message. | really
believe there's a lot of kids who could use a
little more affection,”’ said the Rev. George
Krumiey, council presidgent.

"“We're doing it primarily because we feel it
has a message for parents. Many of us mean
well and love our children, but sometimes
they get stighted. It's partiy the life-style we
aduits have. A lot of us are meeting ourselves
coming and going, and the kids get jost.”

The council is starting with 500 stickers,
selling for $1 each. It said the idea was origi-
nated at a state PTA convention.

MOST TEENS FEEL ‘TRUSTED’

CHICAGO, ILL. (GNS)-— ""Aduits trust us.”

That's the message from most junior and
senior high school students as reflecied in a
recent national survey on whether adults—
parents and teachers-trust them.

The poli, conducted by Scholastic Maga-
zines Inc., drew responses from about 25,000
students.

In general girls feel more trusted than boys
and ofder students, more than younger cnes.
According to Scholastic’s poll

¢ 62 percent of students feel aduits frust
them;

* 19 percent believe aduits usually do not
{frust them;

s 19 percent are not sure whether or not
aduits trust them.

Four years ago, Scholastic asked a related
question. According to the 1973 pol!

¢ 41 percent felt they were usually trusted,

* 40 percent indicated they were
occasionally trusted;

* 14 percent noted that they were not
usually trusted;

* 5 percent were not sure.

NO CONFIRMATION OF REPORTS
USSR RELEASED GEORGI VINS
WASHINGTON, D.C. (EP}— Rumors which

first began circulating December 13 that
Soviet Baptist pastor Georgt Vins had been

- released from prison appear o be without

foundation.

The rumor now is that his release is
“imminent,” but there has been no officia
confirmation of that, according {o Religious
News Service Reporter John Novotney.

The office of Rep. John Buchanan (R-Ala.}
asked the Slate Department to check out the
rumor of Pastor Ving release afier hearing of
it in mid-December. Mr. Buchanan, a former
Baptist pastor himseif, submitted the resciu-
tion passed by the House and Senale last
year which cailed for the release of Mr. Vins.

The congressman has now been advised
by the State Department that “usuaily well-
informed dissidents'’ in the Soviet Union with
whom department cfficials had checked
stated they had ‘‘no knowledge" of Pastor
Vins' being released from prison.

MORE THAN 1,800 CALIFORNIANS
APPLY FOR THE ‘LIVING WILL’

SAN DIEGQ, CALIF. (EP)— More than 1,800
Californians have already requested appiica-
tion forms for the so-called “living wills"
provided by the state’s new ‘'death-with-
dignity'’ statute which went into effect
January 1,

Califernia has become the first state to
provide tegal, medical and ethical standards
by which terminally il patients may claim the
right to die.

The controversial law was passed this fail
over the objections of some doctors, who
called it an infringement of their professional
responstbility and judgment, and the charges
of many religicus bodies that the proposed
law tegalized mercy killings and suicides.

~y



CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE

PART VI

By Leroy Forlines

In the last articie | pointed out that
in the New Testament there is a dis-
tinction between preaching and
teaching. Preaching is more authori-
tative than teaching. In preaching a
person declares what he believes to
be true based on divine authority. In
teaching a person seeks to per-
suade a person that what he says is
a correct interpretation of the divine
message. The preacher seeks to get
a response from what he under-
stands (0 be a divine command or
invitation. In teaching the feacher
seeks to get the student to reach an
understanding through his own
thought processes in the light of the
available data.

The difference in approach in
preaching and teaching is related to

The Local
Church on Review

the difference in the scope of each.
Preaching declares the truth about
Jesus Christ and the Gospel. It deals
with truth that a committed Christian
should consider as certain and non-
debatable. Teaching covers the
whoie scope of Christian truth, in-
cluding that which sincere Chris-
fians may not be in full agreement.

it is important that we distinguish
between preaching and teaching
lest we confuse the authcrity that
goes with each. In preaching the
Gospel, it is important that we stand
by the truth. We can discuss the
probiems a person has in believing
the Gospel, but in that discussion
the truth of the Gospel is a declared
fact. It is nonnegotiable, We cannot
expect a person to believe in Christ
if he is not convinced, but we must
make it clear that Jesus Christ is the

only way of salvation. So far as we
are concerned that is a settled fact.

Preaching must be done with a
note of authority. We should be kind,
considerate and tactful, but we must
not leave people with the impression
that we think there may be some
other way of salvation. We are pro-
claiming a position. We are not re-
considering it

Teaching covers a broader area
than preaching. It does not carry
with it the same authority. We can
preach that Christians must be
separated from sin, but we do not
have preaching authority for all of
the details. They may be important,
but we must depend upon teaching
to persuade people, We cannot pro-
claim every detail with divine author-
ity.

The point | am getting at is this.
Certain truths must be proclaimed
with authority, but this authority
does not extend 1o the entire system
of Christian truth and responsibility.
Truth is always important; but when
sincere Christians among us differ,
we must depend upon persuading
people rather than declaring our
position with divine authority. In
these areas we must teach what we
believe, but there must be some
room for difference. A

SEEK GOD AS ULTIMATE SOURCE
OF GOODNESS, PRESIDENT TELLS
3,700 AT PRAYER BREAKFAST

WASHINGTON, D.C. (EP}— The people of the
United States and their ieaders can be strong
only if they go 1o God, "the ultimate scurce of
goodness, kindness, humility and love,” Pres.
ident Jimmy Carter told 3,700 national
ieaders and others gathered January 27 at
the Washington Hilton for the 25th National
Prayer Breakfast.

Speaking extemporaneously for 15
minutes following an address by the Congres-
sional majority feader James C. Wright, Presi-
dent Carter added: ''if we know we can have
God's forgiveness as a person, as a nation, it
makes it much easier for us 1o say, ‘God have
mercy on me, a sinner." "

He warned against the attitude that insists,
“We are the strongest, bravest, wisest and
best.”

“In that attitude,” he said, "‘we uncon-
sciously, but in an all-pervasive way, cover up
and fail to acknowiedge our mistakes and in
the process forgo the opportunity constantly
to search for a better fife and for a better
country.

"Although we sometimes glibly use the
{erm ‘public servant,” it’s hard for us to trans-

late the concept of a President of the United
States into a genuine servant. If we as
leaders of our nation can search out, extract,
discern and prociaim a new spirit, derived not
from the accumuiated goodness or badness
of people . . . but from the ultimate source of
goodness and kindness and humility and love
—and that's from God-—then we can indeed
be good leaders and servants; we can indeed
be strong and sure enough to admit our sin-
fulness and our mistakes; we can indeed be
constantly searching for ways to rectify our
errors and let our nation exemplify what we
as individuals ought to be in the eyes of God."

GALLUP POLL REPORTS ATTENDANCE
UP AT CHURCHES, SYNAGOGUES

PRINCETON, N.J, (EP)— U.S. church and
synhagogue attendance rose in 1876 for the
first time since 1958, according to a new
Gatiup Poli.

When asked, “‘Did you yourself happen 1o
attend church or synagogue in the last 7
days?’ 42 percent of the respondents said
yes. For the iast 5 years the figure was 40
percent, a low. A high of 49 percent was
recorded in 1955 and 1958.

Galiup interviewed 13,898 persons 18 or

older in more than 300 localities over 9
selected weeks to account for seasonal fluc-
tuations.

According to the Gallup analysis, 55
percent of Roman Cathotics are in church in
a typical week, 40 percent of Protestants, 46
percent of women, 37 percent of men.

‘YELLOW PAGES’
BAR ADVERTISEMENTS ON
ABORTION AND BIRTH CONTROL

NEW YORK, N.Y. (EF)— Planned Parenthood
of New York City has protested the New York
Tetephone Company's refusal to run an ad-
vertisement on abortion and birth contro
services in its 1977 Yellow Page directories.
The ad, which was written for the 1977
Manhattan, Bronx and Brookiyn Yellow
Pages, described services ofigred by
Planned Parenthood’'s Margaret Sanger
Center. 1t tisted "birth control, pregnancy
detection, abortion up to 12 weeks, steriliza-
tion, infertility treatment, referral and
counsefing’ and ‘speciai services for teens”
al “'moderate fees.” The 2% inch by one
column ad would have cost $2,000 a month to

run in the directories. '
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BILLY GRAHAM SAYS
PRESS DISTORTED HIS STAND
DN USE OF ALCOHOL

MINNEAPOLIS, MINN.— Evangelist Billy
Graham states that the report of an interview
he did with a scuthern newspaper concern-
ing his stand on the use of alcohol contained
only a partiai transcript of his views, and sub-
sequent press reports across the country
conveyed some deductions that were not
intended. "'t was accurate as far as it went,”
he stated.

According to Forrest Boyd, director of
communications for Billy Graham Evangelis-
tic Associaticn, at no time did Mr. Graham
state that he thought it was all right for then
President-elect Jimmy Carter 1o drink an
occasional highball. He did not even mention
highbalis.

In a message prepared for a future Hour of
Decision breadcast and circutated to the
news media, Mr. Graham takes a strong
stand against the use of alcohol and ex-
presses pleasure that Mr. Carter has said
that no hard drinks will be served at the White
House during his administration.

"l am duty bound o stand with the Bible on
the guestion of drunkenness. Any sin that can
keep a man out of the kingdom of God must
be earnestly denounced by the preacher of
the Gospel," Mr. Graham stated.

“The Bible puts drunkenness in the same
category with other vicious sins. Listen, 'Nor
thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor
reviiers, nor extortioners shall inherit the
kingdem of God' (1 Corinthians 6:10).

“This evil strikes at the very heart of
American idealism. It gives our enemies
cheoice material for propaganda, is a waster
of time, money and energy, and is eating at
the very foundation of our home life.

"One of the greatest social problems in
America is alcoholism. One hundred million
pecple in the United States over 15 years of
age drink and eleven millicn of these are
alcoholics. Statistics show that 450,000 alco-
holics are added to the total each year; 52
percent of the new alcoholics are women.

“According to the Department of HE.W.,
for every alcoholic, 4 other persons are af-
fecied by their behavior.

“In one year we are spending in the United
States $35 billion.for alcohal, $500 million for
advertising, and {osing $25 billion in {ost work
time, health and weliare services, and
property damage.

“But we must admit, in all honesty, that
teetotalism as we know i tcgay was found
oniy in certain individuals in the Scriptures,
especially those who had taken the Nazarite
vow, like John the Baptist. The alcoholic
beverages of the middie east in that period
were very much weaker than modern drink.
Biblical scholars such as Alfred Edersheim
tell us that the wine of biblical times was
mixed with water.

""The Bible does teach, as Paul
admonished Timothy, that alcoho! can be
used for medicinal purposes. Many modern
medicines have alcohot in them.

"While the argument for total abstinence is
hard to prove from the, Bible—yet another
scripturat admonition comes into force. The
Apostie Paui devoted most of the 14th
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COOPERATIVE PLAN OF SUPPORT
January, 1977

RECEIPTS:
State January 77 Jan.'76 Yr. to Date
Co-op Desian,

Alabama $ 742.56 % L. 5 .. % 742.56
Arkansas 1,482.45 2,047.35 1,482.45
California 808.17 712.20 808.17
Florida 16.66 1,131.93 16.66
Georgia 225.26 301.02 225.26
IHlinois 1,399.86 989.8% 1,399.86
lowa 399.11 161.40 399.11
Kansas 43.47 . 43.47
Maryland 169.56 251.95 169.56
Mississippi 67.72 S 531.80 67.72
North Carofina 125.00 {50.00) 100.00 125.00
Chic 10.00 - 4,432.10 10.00
Cklahoma 3.594.17 (3.456.25} 11,606.95 3,594.17
Tennessee 557.14 . 59.10 557.14
Texas 276.49 (5.00} 144,38 276.44
Virginia 54.63 . 21.08 54.63
Virgin [slands 96.00 S . 96.00
Woest Virginia 28.33 {28.33} . 28.33
Totals $ 10,096.53 $22,011.15 $ 10,096.53
DISBURSEMENTS:
Executive Cffice $ 691758 % (36063 $ 639035 % 6,917.58
Foreign Missions 1.140.56 (1,140.56) 5,051.22 1,140.56
Bible College 518.44 (518.44) 3.014.11 518.44
Home Missions 622.12 622.12) 2,956.15 622.12
Church Training Serv. 360.36 (360.36; 1,917.17 360.36
Retirement & Ins. 286.50 (286 .50) 1,5635.76 286.50
Layman’s Board 187.53 {187.53} 751.47 187.53
Coemmission on Thec-

logical Liberalism 49 .28 (49.28) 147.67 49.28
Miscellanecus 14.16 {14.16} 247.25 14.16
Totals $22,011.15 $ 10,096.53

chapter of Romans to this subject. He went
so far as to say that ‘It is good neither 1o eat
flesh, nor to drink wine, nor anything whereby
thy brother stumbleth’ {Romans 14:21). But
He alsc made it clear that we have a free con-
science before the Lord and are not 1o judge
the one who feels it is wrong to eat and
drink. . .. Nor are we to judge the one who
does ... so fong as he does it unto the
Lord . . . does not hurt the testimony of Christ
—and does not cause a hrother to stumble.

""However, it is my judgment that because
of the devastating problem that alcohol has
become in America, it is better for Christians
o be teetotalers except for medicinal pur-
PoOses,

“The Bible is not silent about any force
which threatens the souls of men. It lashes
out against any and all of Satan’s {ricks and
devices, and it is very clear in it denuncia-
tion of drunkenness.”

The Reverend George Lee, in a guest
editorial in the February issue of CONTACT
Magazine, also stressed that the Bible de-
nounces drunkenness and warns against
consumption of alcohoclic beverages. The
editorial took excepticn to Mr. Graham’'s
position on aicohol as first interpreted by
press reports, particularly as related to social
drinking. Mr. Lee asserts that aicohot should
not be iclerated in any degree by the
Christian, Iy









