














NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF FREE WILL BAPTISTS
APPLICATION FOR HOUSING RESERVATIONS

Detroit, Michigan July 17-21, 1977

Please fili out form completely

and mailto  FWRB Housing Bureau
Metropolitan Detroit Convention & Visitors Bureau
1400 Book Building
Detroit, Michigan 48226 Phone (313)961-9010

ALL RESERVATIONS MUST BE CLEARED THRCUGH THE F.W.B.
CENTRAL HOUSING BUREAU. Each request must give definite date {(For Convention Bureay use only)

and approximate hour of arrivat and include names and addresses RESERVATION FOLLOW THAU DATE & INITIAL
of all persons who will occupy the rooms requested. If it is neces-
sary for you to cancel a reservation, please notify the Housing
Bureau promptly. At least two choices of hotels/moteis are desir-
able, Reservations will be filled in order of receipt. Confirmations
will be sent after May 1, 1977. Reservationgs must be made by
July 1,1977.

Received at Housing Bureau

Processed {0 Hotel/Matel

Received at Hotel/Motel

ACCOMMODATIONS DESIRED:
Room(s) for one person (one fuil size bed) Confirmed to Guest
Roomi(s) for two persons {one full size bed}

Room(s} for two persons (two gouble beds)

Roomi(s) for { )three or{ }four persons (two double beds)

Room(s} with twin beds for two persons

Suite-Parlor and () one bedroom ( } two bedrooms

Returned {0 Housing Bureau

HOTEL OR MOTEL istchoice ... ... ... .. .. ... oNd ChOICE .
Planned arrivaldate . ... .. .. .. .. ... time ., ......... am............ [+ 2014 I
Planned departure Gate. . . .. ... . .. e fime ........... am. ...........pM. .. L.
NAMES OF OCCUPANTS Street City State Zip
1
2
3
4
5

~ 6

~

T ;

é {Names of all parties must be listed. Please print names and complete addresses. Bracket the names of those

S:-(} staying in the same room. We cannot confirm unless rooms requested balance with number of persons listed.)

}_

4

8 SEND Name

& CONFIRMATION Address

TO: City State Zip










Kathy says. "Arriving 2 days later
happy but tired, | was warmly
greeted by missionaries Bessie and
Norman Richards and their 2 small
sons. After an overnight rest | joined
them for the 4-hour drive to Koun.
For the next 10 weeks | lived with
them in a western-style home a
short distance from the village.”

Kathy's first day at the mission
station began with a tour of the
village. ''We walked around, and the
Richards introduced me to the vill-
agers,”’ she said, adding with a
laugh, I didn't do much talking."
But language created no barrier,
Kathy experienced the reality of the
Christian principle that friendship
and acceptance are not dependent
on color, race or even on a COMMEN
language.

During the village tour Kathy was
startled into an instant appreciation
for American courtship and marri-
age customs. “'Two older men ap-
proached missicnary Norman Rich-
ards and asked if | was availabie for
marriage!’’ Kathy exclaimed.
Arranged marriages are still
common there.

A busy summer followed. Kathy
spent many houwrs driving with the
Richards over the bumpy African
roads to outlying villages in the bush
country. Small groups gathered for
Bible study classes. The men and
women arrived dressed in wrap-
arounds. The boys and girls wore
western-style shorts and shirts. The
babies oftentimes wore only a string
of beads around their ankles.

Kathy founa that the girls and
boys in Africa like action choruses
just as American <children do.
“Coloring pictures after the Bible
lesson was a favorite with them,”'
she recalls. “'At one Bible class the
children received their first crayons.
The boys and girls were thrilled and
proud because they learned some-
thing new!"’

“Most of the boys and giris are
starved for attention and are eager
o spend time with the missionaries

ABOUT THE WRITER: Mrs. Hersey s a
member of Donelsocn Free Wili Baplist
Church, Nashville, Tennessee. Her husband
Herman directs the ministry of the Retire-
ment and Insurance Department, Nashvifle.

since the parents spend little time
with them.”” She quickly added,
“Christian families are trying to
have a more closety knit family life.
Couples are beginning to live to-
gether in the same house and spend
more time with their chiidren.””

“Some non-Christian men have 2
or 3 wives,"” Kathy comments. “The
husband builds a separate house for
each wife and one for himseif.”
Most villagers live in mud brick huts
with thatched roofs although some
are beginning to build houses of
cement with tin roofs, shutters and
doors that lock.

Kathy discovered that she appre-
ciates living in America now even
more. She realizes that she has
taken for granted the closely knit
American famity, her parents, her
educational opportunities, her home
and even modern conveniences. It
is not that she had been especially
unappreciative; she had not really
given that much thought to it. She
had just taken things for granted.

Among other things Kathy aiso
learned that Christianity changes
the status of womanhood. “There is
a great contrast in the way women
are treated in Africa. The first time |
saw an African woman carrying a
heavy load on her head while her
husband walked along carrying no-
thing, | blurted out, ‘Why doesn’t
that man help that lady!""”

Her missionary friend Mrs. Rich-
ards explained to Kathy that African
men think it is the woman’'s place to
carry the heavy loads.

However, Mrs. Richards told
Kathy, a different attitude s
developing among the Christian
men, They are iearning to respect
their wives more and to heip with the
heavy work. Many of the young girls
now want to marry Christian young
men because they see how differ-
ently these men treat their wives.

According ¢ Kathy, it is not al-
ways easy for the African after he
comes to a personal faith in Jesus
Christ. “‘Once a person becomes a
believer, many adjustments have to
be made. For example, special days
are set aside for fetish worship. On
these days no one works in the
fields. When the Christians continue
to work and attend church on Sun-
day instead, it sometimes causes
preblems.”

SAYING GOOD-BYE—Kathy Reeds says
good-bye to some of her new found
friends on the last Sunday of her summer
term of missionary service in the Ivory
Coast.

Seeing this really made Kathy ad-
mire the African Christians and
made her grateful for a homeland
where adjustments are not all that
difficult for the Christian.

Kathy will never forget one
special Sunday in June, which was
the highlight of her summer. She
was visiting a Bible study group in
the village of Gato where a group
from the Koulango tribe had settied.
When Bible study began, Kathy was
elated to see that they were reading
from Koulango New Testaments.,

"1 worked at Randall Publishing
House in Nashville, Tennessee,
where the Bibles were printed!’’ she
relates with enthusiasm. "These
were the first Bibles ever printed in
the Koulango languagel’”
Missionaries Anita and Lonnie
Sparks lived among the Koulango,
reduced the Koulango tanguage to
writing, and translated the entire
New Testament for them. Making
the incident even more meaningful
for Kathy was that she had known
Mr. and Mrs. Sparks for most of her
life. Furthermore, the Bibles were
delivered to the lvory Coast just a
month before Kathy arrived in June,
1975.

"When the Koulango learned that
[ had a part in printing the Bibles,
every one of them enthusiastically
sheook my hand and thanked me,”
Kathy recalis. Thankful that she had
a smatil part in helping get the Word
of God to the Koulango, Kathy now
values her own Bible more.

(Please turn to page 11)
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By Graeme Savage

ree Will Baptists are on the

move in many areas, a fact

for which we can all praise
God. The missionary endeavors,
Sunday school, church growth,
evangelism and Christian education
are just some of the areas where
signs of real progress and develop-
ment are being witnessed.

But there is one area in which
Free Will Baptists are stalled, if not
running in reverse. Strangely
enough one aspect of this area af-
fects our relationship with others
who are of like precious faith and
tradition, in fact, other Free Wil
Baptists.

Yes, there is a difference
between 'us’ and ‘'them,” and it
has to do with skin pigmentation;
their skin is black. This reality intro-
duces us to a challenging fact and a
humiliating irony, The fact is most
Free Will Baptists are doing little to
reach Biack America with the Gos-
pel. The irony is we spend many
thousands of doliars and much
prayer to send our missionaries to
win the people of Black Africa while
passing by on the other side rather
than reaching out with hands of love
to Biack Americans.

Can Black America be evange-
lized? Jesus said, ‘'l say unto you,
Lift up your eyes, and ioock on the
fields; for they are white already to
harvest’ (John 4:35). This is true
today; the Jehovah's Witnesses
have found it so, as have so many
other cults, the charismatics and
similar groups. The Black people are
on our doorstep. Many of them can
be won to the Lord, and yet very
littie effort is made to reach them.

It is true that there are radicals a-
mong their number, just as there are
radicals among the white popula-
tion. Yet both black and white still
need Jesus. Without Him they will
be eternaily lost. He died for them
just as He died for us. He did say,
“Govye into all the world, and preach
the gospel 10 every creature.” If it is
to every creature, then we cannot

The Other




pass by the Blacks or other ethnics
of the United States unless we
disobey the Lord whom we claim to
love,

Eidridge Cleaver, the former
Biack Panther leader, recentiy gave
witness that he was happy he was
not passed by: “Jesus Christ is my
rebirth. ... There isn’'t anyone I've
met since {my conversion) that |
don't love, There are no more
enemies. | consider all of you my
brothers and sisters.”

How desperately we need to lift
up our eyes and ook on the fields to
see as He sees in compassion and
iove, We also need to do some
thoughtful listening. There is a
“Macedonian Call'' issuing forth
that we should be hearing and re-
sponding 1o quickly.

The statement of our Lord in Matt-
hew 25:40 stili rings true with un-
deniable autheniicity: "Verily | say
unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done
it unto one of the least of these my
brethren, ye have done it unto me.”’
Many Black Free Wili Baptist
brethren do have a concern for their
people, and many of them are seek-
ing, yes, asking for our help.

it is true that some have turned to
groups which we cannot and do not
endcrse. However, if we are not a-
vailable when they need and are
looking for help, what kind of
hypocrisy is it to criticize them when
they are driven elsewhere because
of cur apathy and unconcern?

Such a critical viewpoint can be
identified with the petulant aftitude
of the elder brother: “"He was angry,
and would not go in: therefore came
his father out, and intreated him’'
(Luke 15:28). The Father has
commanded us tc be brethren; does
He now have to beg us to come in
and fellowship together?

This attitude of the elder brother
was one of coldness, anger and re-
seniment. He declares, ""‘But as
soon as this thy son was
come ..., asiftosay, ''Hemaybe
your son, but he is not my brother!™
Yet he was to hear his father say,
“This thy brother was dead, and is
alive again.”’ Notice the implication,
“'If you are my son, then he is your
brother.”” The only way that a
brother can be disowned is to dis-
own the Father who claims him as
His son!

It is very sobering to realize that
the issue must finally come down to
the question of the authenticity of
our love for our Lord. ""He that
loveth not his brother whom he hath
seen, how can he fove God whom he
hath not seen?" (I John 4;20b.) How
closely this ties in with John 13:35,
By this shall all men know that you
are my disciples, if you have love
one to another.”

The Lord also explains t¢ us
through the words of the Apostle
Johnin t John 3:16 how this love will
express itself: "Hereby perceive we
the love of God, because he laid
down his tife for us: and we ought to
lay down our lives for the brethren.”
“We ought' is a divine imperative
that we dare neither deny nor
ignore.

“'We ought to lay down our life for
the brethren'; that is, be willing to
pay whatever price is necessary to
win them, to lift them, to edify them
and to encourage them. By our atti-
tude, words and actions we have for
100 jong been echeging the guestion
of Cain, ""Am | my brother's
keeper?'' For too long we have been
ignoring the answer which the Lord
himself has given: **. .. Thou shali
love thy neighbor as thyself. . ."
(Mark 12:31}.

Surely it is time for us to come to
spiritual maturity in our discipleship
to Christ our Lord, to reach out a
hand in sincere ifove, to build
bridges, tc encourage fellowship,
and to .make availabie our re-
sources, know-how and experience
to those who are looking for such
help. Thus, by our lives, attitudes
and sacrificial commitment, we will
say to our brethren, ""We are cne in
Christ; therefore, we can share
closer fellowship in love and cooper-
ation in service for the glory of
Christ our Savior and Lord.”

ABOUT THE WRITER: Mr. Savage is serving
as president of Saler Bible Coilege, a Free

Will Baptist coflege in Salem, Florida, which’

began its initial year of service in August,
1976. The Australian native is a former Fiori-
da pasior.

THERE’S MILES OF DIFFERENCES
FROM NASHVILLE TO KOUN!
{Cont. from page 9)

The summer passed quickly, and
it was time for Kathy to return home
to complete her college training.
Locking back, she recalls that often
at the close of the day, she strolled
down to the little lake where the vill-
agers went for water. There she
watched the sunset and had time to
relax and think.

“At times | looked at the people
and knew that so few were
Christians. How much easier it was
in Africa to see and realize that all
people need Christ!

“I learned from observing the
Richards that the life of a missionary
can sometimes be lonely. The work
schedule is overwhelming, but |
could sense their dedicaticn and
see how burdened they were for the
people. | felt a new admiration and
appreciation for them after having
worked and lived with them.

"My experience in Africa
changed me,” Kathy says, "‘and |
think others would be changed if
they couid get to know people in
other lands. 1 did not realize the
needs of the people in Africa beiore.
| now see how much we have o
offer and the great responsibility we
as Christian Americans have.”

Kathy went to Africa to share her
faith in Christ, but she found that the
Africans had something to share
with her as weill.

“They have a lot to offer us,'’ she
says, ‘‘The African people taught
me lessons in friendship, in giving
and in sharing.”” Remembering
again her welcome gift, she added,
“In America it seems we keep the
best things for ourselves. The
African people are willing to give the
best they have to others.”

Kathy is presently teaching first
grade in the Brunswick Christian
Academy, Brunswick, Georgia.
Whether or not she returns to Africa,
she will aiways remember little
children who thrilied at learning of
God's love or at coloring a picture
for the first time, the Koulango who
read from their own Bibles, and a
family who shared with her their
best. A
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move in and open a way {or keep it
open) for us to present the message
in its fulness and clarity as He has
commanded us to do. From
Pentecost till Jesus comes is the
age of proclaiming the Gospel, and
His one great purpose in the church
age is that the whole earth shall
hear of his salvation. Paul wrote 1o
Timothy that God wanis all men to
know the truth, and he exhorted
prayer for peace (a tranquil and
quiet iife) to this end.

Currently, our missionaries are
asking prayer concerning the condi-
tion of unrest in Panama where an
anti-Christian spirit is  growing.
Meanwhile, newscasts inform us of
the pending conference relating to
the future of the Canal Zone. This
issue is likely to determine also the
future of Christian missions in Pana-
ma. How many closed doors might
still be open tcday if we had prayed
in this light, only eternity wili show.

Within the past few years whole
nations, like Cambodia, or whoie
tribes, like the Ibos of Biafra, have
been brutally exterminated without
much stir among our home
churches. Such tragic facts should
cause the church everywhere to

burn with prayer concern, In these’

nations, as in North Korea and Viet-
nam, multiplied millicns were sum-
marity swept out into eternity before
they ever heard the name of Jesus.

Meanwhile many thousands, if
not millicns, of fellow members of
Christ’'s body suffered atrocities and
anguish of which we do not wish to
read or hear. '"When one member
suffers, all members suffer,” is the
way Paul said it ought to work, The
Free Will Baptist church in
Communist Cuba is too commonly
overlooked in Free Will Baptist pray-
ing. As for the political teadership of
Cuba, 100 seldom is a petition heard
for what we deem such a hopeless
situation,

ABOUT THE WRITER: In 1935 Miss Barnard
began 22 years of service as a pioneer mis-
stonary for Free Will Baptists in India. For the
next 13 years she served as head of the mis-
sions deparfment at Free Wil Baplis! Bible
Coflege, Nashville, Tennessee, retliring from
that post in the spring of 1973. She presentiy
resides in Glennville, Georgia. where she is
an active member of the Glennville Free Will
Baptist Church.

When God inspired Paut 1o
command prayer for kings and all
those in places of authority in the
world, as well as for all His saints,
He knew that one day the iron hand
of Communism would clamp down
over those very churches Free Wiil
Baptists have brought into existence
in Cuba. He meant us to pray for
Cuba’s ieaders and to share the
heavy burdens of the Cuban Chris-
fians in their time of fiery trial. He
also meant us to feel and share
through prayer the cruel wvicissi-
tudes of the Body of Christ in alt
parts of the world. This we do when
we gear to His heart, for “in all their
afflictions He was afflicted.”

PRAYER REVEALS CONCERN

Qid Testament saints touched the
world mightily in prayer. Abraham’s
intercession for Sodom, for ex-
ample, was not motivated by self-
interest. God would evacuate kins-
man Lot in any case. Abraham might
have left Sodom and her wicked
sister cities to the destruction they
had earned. But like David of a later
period, Abraham was a man after
God's own heart, The finai destiny of
the heathen, even of nations like
Sodom and Gemorrah, was of great-
est heart concern to him as his
persistent prayer and pleading indi-
cate. Fourteen years eariier Abra-
ham had ventured on a heroic
mission under God 1o save these 5
small nations from the captivity of
Chedorlaomer and his confederacy.
God had graciously heard Abraham
on their behalf at that time. He had
invested sacrificially in them, and
their welfare and destiny was his
burden now,

Moses prayed for each critical
situation in  his leadership
experience in terms of its effect
upcn the ouiside nations. lsrael's
piigrimage with its problems of
government, the quarrels and rebel-
lions, Moses saw all these in the
light of the success or failure of his
nation on whom the worid's atten-
tion was focused. lsrael was the
only channet through which God
could send out His saving truth to
the worid (Numbers 14:13-15).

S0 Moses prayed for them to be
spared and resiored so that neither
Egypt nor the nations towards whom
they journeyed would have occasicn

to say that God could not be fully
trusted to do what He said He would
do. It would have been easier on
Moses and his faithful companions if
God had destroyed the rebet nation
as He proposed 1o do. Had Moses
prayed as our average church group
today prays, that is exactly what
would have happened. But the name
of Jehovah would have been held in
derision among the nations. Moses
could not live with that.

Some of us little understand
Moses’ prayers of self-abnegation,
but out of them emerges one thing
unmistakabiy clear. It is that nothing
mattered more to Moses than God’s
glory and the accomplishing of His
purpose to make His name known to
the nations of earth. It is as true with
us as with Moses that the deep con-
cerns of our hearts are revealed in
our prayers.

Nineveh, the classic example of
God’'s concern for and His
reluctance to inflict judgment upon
a heathen nation iliustrates how
calloused and uncaring even God's
servants can be. At the expense of
humiliating His chosen messenger,
He postponed for a ceniury
Nineveh's judgment which was
already overdue. '""He doith not
willingly afflict the children of men.”

Jonah and all Israel must
recognize that God so loved the
world that His plan to send His only
begotten Son was for the Assyrians
as well as for the Jews. Those
closest to His heart in Qld
Testament days knew God’'s
worldwide purpose. They prayed
that His name would be made
known to all nations of earth. One
wonders if God somewhere had his
praying servants, like Abraham and
Moses (certainly not Jonah!), who
were remembering wicked, unevan-
gelized Nineveh. Was that why He
could work in bringing repentance to
king and peasant and thus withhold
judgment in spite of Jonah? Such
biblical accounts of God’'s dealing
with nations in withholding and in
visiting judgment reveal his heart of
love f{or them. Blessed is the
congregation whose members
catch this concern and identity with
the heart of God in their service of

prayer.
-y
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THE CALL TO SERVICE
IS ONLY THE BEGINNING
{Cont. from p. 17)

churches of North Carolina to rally
behind him and provide his total
monthly support. However, we
cannot be arbitrary and tell a
missionary whose native state is
North Carolina that he cannot go
into other states to raise support.
There will always be churches in
several states giving 1o his account.
However, if we can arrange for the
bulk of his monthly support to come
from a certain area, when he comes
home on furiough he can
concentrate more effectively in
sharing with those churches close
to his home. Otherwise he travels
many thousands of miies and
spends extra money.

Q. If a number of missionaries
claim one state as their home slate,
will this place an extra burden on
that state?

A. Yes, this could be a problem.
However, only about 25 percent of
our denomination's churches give
faithfully to foreign missions. That
means approximately 75 percent
are still not actively involved on a
regular monthly basis.

For example, Arkansas now has
10-12 missionaries on the fieid. Yet
many churches in Arkansas are not
giving systematically and perhaps
are not giving according to their po-
tential. So | will try to schedule
future missionaries from Arkansas
in areas where missionaries have
not been as often and hope to tap
more potential from that state.

There is an exira burden on states
from where many missionaries
come. However, we will channel
new missionaries inte states who do
not have any native sons and
daughters on the field and ask that
those states join in their support.

Q. po you have any plans for new
methods and ways to help the mis-
sionary raise the cash support?

A. At the present time we are
trying to work out some new
projects and ways o appeal to our
people. Cash is the vital need at this
time. We have a record budget for

1977 of over $1,400,000. That is a
lot of meney for Free Will Baptists!
Last year by God's grace and help
we were able to top the budget of
over $1,200,000. if we are toc meet
the budget this year, we will be re-
quired io have a monthly income of
around $117,000.

Our Lord is able, but some things
work against us. For instance, a
very severe winter, the energy
crunch, unemployment and a topsy-
turvy economy have an overall ef-
fect on our monthly giving. While we
might not feel the pinch at the
moment, down the road we will.

50 | am contemplating a project
to take care of the cash needs of the
missionaries, both returnees and ap-
pointees. | would like to enlist 100 or
200 individuals across our
denomination who, over and above
everything else they give, would
perhaps out of their businesses,
savings accounts, stocks, bonds,
etc. be willing to give $1,000 per
year for a project to take care of the
cash needs of these missionaries.

Here's what would happen. If
prior to the end of the year | could
report that all the missionary ap-
pointees' and returnees’ monthly
support was adequately promised
on paper, their cash needs could
then be met by this supplementary
cash income provided by these indi-
viduals who would give the yearly
amount. We would not have to wait
another year or so to build up cash
before the missionary couid go to
language study or back to his place
of labor. We. could get the
missionary on the field quicker in
order for him to start his active
work.,

We are also making appeals to
people to include foreign missicns in
their wills, make us a beneficiary of
an insurance policy or perhaps to
write us in some program of
retirement. There are a iot of ways
to help financiatly.

God has blessed our people
across the land. ! regularly come in
contact with churches and faymen
whom God has blessed with an
abundance of wealth, We are just
praying that the Lord through His
Holy Spirit will help us channel our
appeals where the right peopie will
be reached and the response wili
be adequate. The time is short. A

PRAYER THAT TRANSFORMS
THE CHRISTIAN AND TOCUCHES
THE WORLD

(Cont. from page 14)

(Gospel message to the ends of the
earth. God gave exactly what was
asked.

The church and our whole
American society have enjoyed the
full heritage of this revival until per-
haps the past 20 years. Since that
time the appearance and progress
of atheistic ideology and of eastern
religions with their accompanying
vices have steadily gained ground
and impetus. The time is late for
Bible-believing Christians 1o re-
examine our philosophy and
practice of prayer,

Bible study which displaces
prayer falis short of the mark. An
interpretation of prophecy that rules
out the power of prayer 1o work in
the world tili Jesus comes back
leaves much to be desired. When
the salt has iost its savor in the
world, it is not fit for the rapture, To
claim that we are looking for the re-
turn of our Lord and yet to cease to
expect Him to work in His world
through His church is inconsistent.
The promise is, "'Lo, | am with you,
even unto the end of the age.”” His
presence is His demonstration of
power, and the promise is
conditioned on our moving outward
into the world with our testimony of
Him.

No going forth into the world,
whether nearby or far away, is
warranted where prayer burden
does not prompt and undergird the
going. But Scripture and history as-
sure us that where betievers take to
heart their prayer calling as funda-
mental, He is pieased to release His
power in His own way, relevant 1o
the age and the environment.

Tnere is no pericd of the church
age, not a day nor an hour, when the
Holy Spirit will not be active in the
church, except as the saints quench
Him by unbelief. One of His
specified ministries as He takes the
things of Christ and reveals them to
us is to direct our praying (Romans
8:26). If we know the mind of Christ,
He will fead us into a prayer experi-
ence that will transform us and
touch the world. A
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PAUL USELTON: GOD’S
MAN BEHIND THE BADGE
{Cont. from p. 19)

putting them in jail. it's also helping
peopie, but | do see the negative
side of life most of the time. My life
would be terribly out of balance if it
were not for my relationship with
Christ and with the people of the
church. | depend on them for fellow-
ship and for giving me a positive out-
look on life.”

Uselton is responsibie for 700 of
the 900 sworn officers on the Metro-
politan Nashviile Police force, This
includes the Traffic Division, the K-9
section, Flight Operations, Tactical
Squad, Patrot Division, Criminal In-
vestigation Division (Detectives), as
well as the Youth Guidance Divigion
and the Vice Squad. That leaves
little time for rest or recreation. 'l
used to play golf and fish, but | final-
ly sold my boat. And my father does
the gardening for us,” Uselton ad-
mits.

Pauti and his wife Bernice and
their 10-year-old son live in one side
of a large duplex. His parents oc-

dJoin Hands
With The Badge

*JOIN HANDS WITH THE BADGE" and iis
loge are the idea of Mrs. Waddell, who aiso
wrote the “i-care’ plan for implementing the
anticrime program:

Interest—Be concerned about your neigh-
bor.

Identification—Identify the objects of val-
ug in your home by putting your Social Secur-
ity number on them. Also, make a list of your
appliances, televisions, etc.

Involvemeant—Contact your police or sher-
itf's office if you have information that would
help them.

cupy the other side of the house in
the country ouiside of Nashville.
Both famities find that their lives re-
volve around the younger man’s
work and church activities,

Uselton seldom gets away from
the office before 5 or 6 o’clock, and
he is on call for serious probiems a-
round the clock. ‘The last 2 times
my telephone has rung at night, an
officer has been shot. This means
being up the rest of the night. But
these are my men, and when they
need me, | want to be there.”

Uselton feels that more Christians
ought 1o get involved with govern-
ment. '“There are some jobs that
Christians couid not do, but there
are plenty of opporiunities for hav-
ing influence on others in the office
and in the community through gov-
ernment.”

Uselton is the first to admit that
the Police Department is possibly
the most widely watched of all
agencies in the governmental fish-
bowl. “But that is all right,”’ he says.
"l would simply advise ail Christians
—us Free Will Baptists—t0 know
what is going on in your govern-
ment. Then use your voice,
individually and as a body, to speak
out. 1 don’t think we have realized
yet how much power there is in a
body of people expressing their
views to their government leaders.

"When you go to the polis, ex-
press yourself, Use the news media
and your pulpits. { wouid caution
anyone not to try to be an ultraradi-
cal or even a radical because
people are turned off to radicals
these days. But you can act res-
ponsibly and consistently, and
changes wili come if we behave
sensibly, live godly lives and let our
opinions be heard.”

The men who work under Uselton
respect his convictions. They
admire his courage for speaking out
on the issues of morality and lawfui-
ness. He is quick to show his com-
passion to an officer in need, but
just as quick to point out the error of
one’'s way when necessary. He feels
that there wouid be less need for
policemen today if the country

‘turned back to God.

“'| know that the evangeiization of
the world is the only real answer to
lawlessness. it is not realistic to ex-

pect that we will evangelize
everyone, but our churches must
begin by offering salvation {0 as
many as we can. Then respect for
God, parents and the government
will naturally follow with a tremend-
ous impact on society.”

The loss of respect for authority
—God, parents, the Law—has
caused the chaos in today's society,
according to the veteran police of-
ficer. “'It is scriptural for us o carry
out the laws of the land and scriptur-
al for people to obey the laws. We
ought to teach that at home, in
church and in our schools.”

Currently, Uselton is involved in
an ongoing anticrime campaign
sponsored by Mayor Richard Fulton
in cooperation with the Metropolitan
Police Department, Nashville's
Chief of Police Joe D. Casey and
Uselton have much in common.
Chief Casey, now a member of
Eastland Baptist Church, was
rocked in the cradles of Cofer's
Chapel Free Will Baptist Church. His
mother Mrs. Ethei Casey is still a
member there.

“JOIN HANDS WITH THE
BADGE™* is a neighborhood waich
program, designed to reduce crime
by asking all citizens to shed their
noninvolvement  attitude. it is
basically a ‘help your neighbor’ pro-
gram,” Uselton explains. "We have
a Crime Call Number s0 that people
can report any suspicious activity
without having to give their names
or where they live. This protects
them, but it allows them to give us
leads that result in actual arrests.”

Uselton encourages other cities
to adopt similar crime programs.
““We use the police helicopters dur-
ing the first 3 days of each month,
for exampie, to constantly circle the
areas where most of our elderly citi-
zens live. This enabltes them to go o
the bank, cash their Social Security

{Please turn to page 30)
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CURRENTLY ...
(Cont. from page 23)

mosning worship February 13, attended by
about 550, The Sunday school attendance of
468 for that morning set a new record.

The teens of College L.akes FWB Church,
Fayetteville, North Carolina, tasted the true
meaning of love—qiving—at their recent
sweetheart banguet. The king and queen of
the occasion were chosen according to the
number of votes they secured with contribu-
tions to be given to the account of Home
Missionary J. D. Norris. Each vote was worth
ic. A total of $211.60 was raised. The Rev.
Eddie Hodges, assistant pastor of the
church, spoke at the banquet. Pastor Bobby
Smith stated that over half of the teens pre-
sent were originally reached thrcugh the
church's bus ministry.

The fadies of the First FWB Church, Mur-
freesboro, Tennessee, who do not regularly
work outside of the home have started a
prayer luncheon each Tuesday. They meet
for a time of prayer, fellowship and lunch.
These times together are expecied to result
in physical and spirituai refreshment, Dr. J. D,
O’Donneli pastors.

The foundation is laid, and the walls are
geing up on the First FWB Church, luka, Mis-
sissippi. The group began as a missicn in
April, 1975, and was officially organized
August 27 of that year with 27 charter
members. Their new church plant is {ocated
on Pleasant Hill Road near a future 4-lane
highway. Acceording to a church spokesman,
they plan to compiete the basement and oc-
cupy it white completing the rest of the buiid-
ing. They are presently meeting in rented fa-
cilities. The Rav. Dallas Jack Jones is pastor.

The Rev. Ronaild Creech, promotional di-
ractor for North Carolina Free Will Baptists,
has resigned that position effective on or be-
fore April 25. Mr. Creech has served in that
position for over 10 years. His plans for the
future are ingefinite,

Grace FWB Church, Rocky Mount, North
Carolina, recently voted to have kindergarten
and grades 1-12 next year in the program of
Grace Christian School. They set a goeal of
120 studenls for the first year and the first
week after approval regisiered 21 students,
The men of the church will be assisting in re-
modeling some of the church facilities to pre-
pare for school space.

What church at times doesn't find itself
bogged down with an excessive number of
board meetings? This was the case at Capitol
Hilt FWB Church, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma;
so Pastor Homer Young suggested that all
boards meet on a staggered time schedule
one night per month. The schedule was
started in February. This should free board
membpers to participate in CTS classes and
eliminate arriving betore and staying after
other regular services. Perhaps other chur-
ches ought to consider this idea.

Attendance, participation and the spirit of
the Mid-South Pastor’s and Worker’s
Conference, held February 14-16 in Guin,
Alabama, has been rated exceilent,
according to many who atiended. Hosl pastor
Richard Cordell and the pecople of the con-
gregaltion are 10 be cormmended for the plan-

ning and preparaticns. The next conference
will be hetd in Birmingham, Alabama, Febru-
ary 13-15, 1978.

Victory FWB Chureh, Goidsboro, North
Carotina, has extended the outreach of the
church with a television program, shown on
channel 22 in Goldsboro each Sunday at
12:30 p.m, In addition to the singing, there is
an interview with a member of the church,
and pastor George Lee brings about a 12-
minuie message.

Two midwest churches have begun dual
sessions of Sunday schooi and worship each
Sunday, They are the West Tulsa FWEB
Church, Tulsa, Oklahoma, Connie Cariker
pastor and the First FWB Church, Salina,
Kansas, Trymon Messer pastor. Not only
does this alleviate the crowded conditions in
the educational spaces and auditeriums, but
it also allows more workers to be used in the
church programs. Pastor Cariker says, "'We
believe that this move wili enable us to reach
more people for Christ.”

An interesting way 10 raise support for a
special one-time project was recently demon-
strated at the First FWB Church, Berkely,
Missourl. On a specific Sunday the church
voted to receive a special offering for the
project and to match the amount received
from the General Fund. They set a minimum
1o be given from the general fund and a maxi-
mum. That sounds like a logical incentive {o
help our church families make an extra effort
in giving. Bill Van Winkle is pastor.

Pastor Jim Puckett, Southern Caks FWB
Church, Okiahoma City, Oklahoma, has or-
ganized the visitation program of the church
in such a way that members may choose the
areas in which thay wish to work. A ministry
to the sick and elderly meets during the day
with the evangelism visitation and follow-up
visitation utilizing the evening hours. Each
area has its own director.

The Sunday school of the Shiloh FWB
Church, Bristol, Virginia, had 34 members
wilh perfect attendance records in 1876. Of
that number one young lady, 16-year-oid
Cindy Malcom, received a 16-year pin. She
has a perfect attendance record for her
entire life. These faithful peopte have helped
to bring the Sunday school average in the Shi-
loh Church from 83 in 1872 to 143 for 1976.
Walter L. Statzer pastors.

First FWB Church, Ada, Cklahoma, is a
sirong supporter of the Cooperative Plan of
Giving, but # also supports 13 other different
ministries outside of the regular church pro-
grams. Pastor Delbert Akin has been instru-
mental in helping the congregation see the
need in areas beyond the local church,

Realizing the need for helping 1o train iocal
church leaders, Pastor Lewis Perry, Victory
FWB Church, East Wenatchee, Washington,
will be conducting a teacher-training session
each Sunday evening. Evangelical Teacher
Training Association material will be used.
The congregation rejoiced recently when the
final payment of $2,685.54 was paid 10 the
former owners of their present church build-
ing. The amount was the remainder of the
equity of the building. The payment was made
possible by a generous gift {rom a Christian
couple in Okiahoma.

The auditorium and vestibule areas of
Fellowship FWB Church, Flat River,

Missouri, are undergoing remodelir.g. Pastor
Grant Saverance says there will be new
paneiing, painting, pews, pulpit furniture,
carpet and windows. The remodeling project
is expected to take 3 months,

The congregation of the Riverview FWB
Church, Bettendorf, lowa, evaluaied the
outstanding events in their church life for
1976 and rated the following events by indi-
vidua! bailot: (1) winning in the National
Sunday Schoo! Enlargement Campaign in
October; {2) burning the bonds on the church;
(3) achieving a record Sunday school attend-
ance of 241:; {4) experiencing the October re-
vival. Owen Gainey is pastor of this group.

The good pecple of Union Chapel FWE
Church, Chocowinity, North Carolina, are
making their parsonage more comfortable for
pastor and Mrs. Paul F. Hali. The new
addition of nearly 500 square feet will include
a large master bedroom with walk-in closet
and bath, utility porch, and storage room.

The weekly "‘Good News from Fellowship™
radioc breadcast, conducted by Pastor
Winston Sweeney, Fellowship FWB Church,
Kingsport, Ténnessee, had an added dimen-
sion on March 5 when the broadcast was
made from Jerusalem, Israel. This was done
by telephone. Pastor Sweeney and other Free
Will Baptisis were on a tour of the Holy Land
at the time.

Pleasant Hill FWB Church, Bonifay,
Florida, for the first time is beginning a fuil-
time outreach. The Rev. Bob White ied the
people in their efforts to become a full-time
church.

The youth of the First FWB Church,
DeSoto, Missouri, have exceeded their goal
of $500 by raising approximately $1,100 for
“Stack the Racks.” the National Youth
Conference Proiect. Their latest endeavor, an
ali-night rock-a-thon, netled 8675, After a
night of rocking their chairs, breakiast pre-
pared by the ladies of the church was a
welcomed climax. The national project wilt
henefit the library of Free Wiil Baptist Bible
College, Mashville, Tennessee. Pastor
Charles Milter is not only rejoicing in the suc-
cess of the youth project but alse in the fact
that the church parsonage is now debt-free.
Just 5 years frem the time the parsonage was
financed, the last payment on the 20-year
loan was repaid.

During the first month of the new year
Pastor A. J. Looper and the congregation of
the Winfield FWB Church, Winfield,
Alabama, witnessed 26 salvation decisions
and over 50 rededications. What a great way
to begin the year 13771

The Church Training Service of the Tupelo
FWB Church, Tupelo, Mississippi, is the
latest member of the 100 Club™ sponsored
by the National CTS Department. in order {o
become a member, a CTS must successiully
average 100 or moere in attendance for 3 con-
secutive months. Pastor Billy Bevan and
Larry Gunnoe, Minister of Music and Youth,
are thrilled that the Tupelo CTS has averaged
over 100 for 7 consecutive months. They
were duly honored with a plaque from the
Nationai CTS Department.

Most of the information for this column is
gieaned from church builetins, newsietlers
and other published sources. Put me on your
maifing list.



OUR
READERS
COMMENT

NEWSMAN COMMENDS MAGAZINE

Your January issue is both atiractive and
interesting.

Being news-criented myself, | am particu-
larly pleased with your ireatment of news.
Church members need to know what their
own denomination is doing and whal other
Christians are doing.

Other content is also of interest, even to
non-Free Will Baptists.

The layout and design, pius the excellent
reproduction give an overall clean impression
thaf many denominational pubjications miss,

Bob Beli, Jr.
Church News Editor
Nashville Banner

Nashviile, Tennessee

ENLARGED FCRMAT PROVES
AID TO RADIO MINISTRY

Just a nole as | renew my subscription io
fet you know [ appreciate the significant im-
brovements made in CONTACT magazine. !
am especially interested from the standpoint
of our radio listening audience because a
number of ifems present the religious news
and items of interest to the Christian public.
These items are so welf and briefly written
that they make a very interesting insertion in
my radio broadcast,

Rev. Guy F. Owens, pastor
Liberty FWB Church
Durham, North Carolina

NATIONAL MAGAZINE BETTER
NOT JUST BIGGER

{ have been a reader of CONTACT ever
since its beginning. The enlarged format of
our denominational magazine helps to make
it a better periodical, not just bigger. | appre-
ciate the broad and unbiased coverage of the
wide range of refigious news. The short
"newsy’’ notes along with the more lengthy
articles give our national magazine a good
balance. Keep up the good work!

Ben Scolt, pastor
First Free Wilf Baptist Church
North Little Rock, Arkansas

MISSIONARY RANKS CONTACT AS
QUALITY MONTHLY PUBLICATION

Congratulations for making CONTACT
what it is!

The personal interview approach, news of
the religious community and good articles,
making honest studies and approaches to
find which methods and procedures in evan-
gelism are valid, have made CONTAGT worth
my while. I'm thrilled to see studies such as
motivation, values, etc. coming to the fore-
front and being discussed more often and
more openly in our denomination.

The new size with news of world events
and statistics has especially captured my
interest,

The article, “Watch your Wait’ [January,
1877], called to my attention the fact that it
would be very appropriate to have a page on
new book reviews to keep us informed on
quality reading.

Because of your wise discernment in
malerials adequate fo keep today's genera-
tion informed, it is my opinion that CONTAGCT
can now be placed in the ranks of the qualify
monthly Christian magazines.

Dock Caton
Madrid, Spain

CONTACT MAGAZINE FiLLS NEED
ON MISSION FIELDS

{ commend you for the good work that you
are deing with CONTACT. It is living up to its
name and becoming more informative with
each fssue. The column Currently" s
always interesting. It helps us fo stay fairly
up-to-date on happenings in churches and
with people that we know but do not see very
often.

Earnie Deeds
Minas Gerais, Brazi
South America

Thanks for your work on CONTACT, We
look forward to getting it each month. A mis-
sions page or half-page might help us.

Jimmy Aldrich
Bondoukou, ivory Coast
West Africa

We look forward to receiving each issue of
CONTACT. We get very iftile news of our
churches except through the magazine. We
pray for you and your ministry.

Carlisle Hanna
Sonapurhat, West Bengal
india

NEW SIZE ADVANTAGEOUS

... twant fo tell you how much I enjoy the
“new" CONTACT. | feel that the new size will
be able to aid our people more and will en-
courage subscriptions.

Rev. Don Pegram, pastor
First FWB Church
Newport News, Virginia

LAYMAN SAYS
GUEST EDITORIAL OISTORTS
SCIENTIFIC FACTS

isn't it a pity that some modern-day be-
lievers will not honestly face the fact that the
wine of bibiical days did indeed contain
alcohol and that if a man was gluttonous
over it, he could get as “'drunk as a skunk'”
as the believers were falsely accused on the
Day of Pentecost {Acts 2:13,15)7?

The causes of natural fermentation were
unknown untii 1857 when Pasteur was able
to demonstrate that it was caused by living
organisms, and it would, therefore, be logi-
cal to conclude that if the cause was
unknown prior to that time, so was fis pre-
vention. Why else would it have been
necessary to store the "new wine" in the
“green wine skins" (Luke 5:37, 38}7?

When freshiy squeezed grape juice is ex-
posed to the air, it is immediately infected
wilh the wild yeasts that are present. The
simple sugar glucose found in the juice de-
composes into 2 moiecules of alcokiol and 2
molecules of carbon dioxide plus a release
of energy, When the alcohol content
reaches 12 fo 15 percent, the process
comes to a hall; and the fermenting liquid
will then eventually become vinegar.

All evidence, biblical and secular, points
tc the fact that the wines of Jesus' day did
indeed contain up to 15 percent alcohol and
that overinduigence, DRUNKENNESS, was
the sin, NOT the ac! of drinking in itself. For
the believers to have been “drunk with new
wine,"” they would have to had been en-
gaged in hard, continuous drinking afi night
long—not oy a sin in the eyes of the Jews,
but a greai social disgrace as well.

Early Free Wiil Baplists in Easterri North
Carclina made brandy by distiling grape
wine, and even ministers engaged in ils use
in moderation—by the dram. And no one
questioned their Christian experience or es-
timony. If was only after the advent of
prohibition that “'dram-drinking’' became un-
acceptable behavior for Christians in
Eastern North Carolina. This information was
passed on to me some years ago by a dean of
Free Will Baprist preachers in that part of the
country.

7o suppose that Jesus and the early
church observed the Lord’'s Supper with
canned Welch's grape juice is the height of
folly. We do not condone social drinking. not
on the basis that nonalcoholic wine was avall-
abie to the early church, but rather on the
basis of doing so for the sake of a good testi-
mony.

Let us be totally honest in our interpreta-
tion of biblical subjects and principies. Let us
not stoop to the distortion of plain scientific
facts in order to support a position, but jet us
rather adopt the Pauline principle of liberty as
outlined in{ Corinthians 8:9-13.

We do not disagree with Rev. Lee's conclu-
sfons. only with the method by which he
arrived thereat.

Allen C. Messer. Jr.
Ashland City. Tennessee

~—y

25iCONTACT/April 77



26ICONTACT/April *77

OUR READERS COMMENT
{Cont. from page 25)

READER SAYS,
“GRAHAM DIDN'T SAY THAT"

Several denominational publications have
recently carried an articie that causes me
some concern. The article in question is en-
titted "'The Shocker of 1876" [CONTACT,
February, 1977]and is written by Pastor G. C.
tee, a fellow pastor whom ! hold in high
esteem but with whom | wish to respectfuily
disagree.

Pastor Lee said that the shocker for him
was “‘when Dr. Billy Graham... declared
that it was all right to drink an occasional
highball and that he does not believe the
Bible teaches ‘teetotalism.’’ Pastor Lee
stated, "This profound revelation came just
in time to encourage millions of borderline
alcoholics to befieve that just one for the
road, especiaily on New Year's Eve, cannot
possibiy hurt a thing!*’

Let me clarify at this point that | am not
disagreeing with Pastor Lee’s conclusion that
Christians should not use alcoholic
beverages. | am an unapologetic teetotaler,
and | preach teetotalism. Neither do | feel
compelied to defend Dr. Graham. What [ am
concerned about is the irresponsibility shown
by the writer of the articie in question and the
editors who have published it without getting
the true position of the man they attacked. ...

To be sure, the original error was with the
reporter of the secular newspaper who
misquoted Dr. Graham. But have we not
come to expect such distortion of evangelical
views by the secular press? Is not a Christian
obligated to get all the facts before maligning
a brother in Christ, especially in print?

Pastor Lee stated in his article, "I have
been waiting for him [Dr. Graham] to say he
has been misquoted or misunderstood, but
that statement has not come.” For a 13 cent
stamp Pastor Lee or anyone else could, in
fact, get Dr. Graham's position clarified fully
by writing to the Bifly Graham Evangeiistic
Association, Minneapolis, Minnesota 55400.
[Graham's position was clarified in the March
issue of CONTACT, page 36.—Editor]

in my opginion, Dr. Graham’s argument
[presented in his clarification] against alcoho!
consumption is a much stronger one than
what Pastor Lee submits. Lee's argument
that the wine of the New Testament was
grape juice rather than fermented wing is on
shaky grounds at best. If it were only grape
juice, why did the Apostle Paul command that
the deacons be "'not given too much wine,"
but the bishops required fo use no wine at all?
(See ! Timothy 3:3,8) Many evangelical
scholars, including at least 2 Bible professors
at Free Will Baptist Bible Coliege, believe the
wine of the New Testament was fermented
wine,

The case for “teetofalism" today is best
made, In my opinion, from the point of view of
the Christian’s becoming a stumbling block to
his brother (Romans 14:21 and others} and
the dozens of Scriptures condemning
drunkenness. (See Isaiah 28:1; 5:11;
Habakkuk 2:15; Romans 13:13; Ephesians
5:18, etc.)

3Aan£ you /or
your g Is to fAe.. .

COOPERATIVE PLAN OF SUPPORT
February, 1977

RECEIPTS:
State February '77 Feb.’76 ¥Yr. to Date
Co-op Design.

Alabarma 3 ... & ... % 980 % 742.56
Arkansas 2,755.38 2.877.96 4,237.83
California 842.25 685.96 1,650.42
Florida 16.66 1,127.61 33.32
Georgia 162.80 304.59 388.06
Idaho 69.84 61.83 69.84
{linois 822.39 1,055.06 2,222.25
indiana 50.00 95.62 50.00
lowa . 155.55 399.11
Kansas 90.48 246.93 133.95
Maryland 40.00 60.00 209.56
Michigan 499 .96 50.31 499,96
Mississippi 62.55 S 45.85 130.27
Missouri 5,256.43 {5.256.43) 5,152.95 5,256.43
New Mexico L . 131.66 L
North Carolina 121.85 (50.00) 182.95 246 .85
Northeast Assoc. C S 34.12 -
Northwest Assoc. 215.15 106.14 215.15
Ohio o L 459.56 10,00
Oklahoma 6.453.89 (6,453.89) .. 10,048.06
Tennessee 1.416.43 {600.00) 24.49 1.973.57
Texas 352.57 {15.00) 25.00 629.01
Virginia 31.58 L .. 86.21
Virgin Islands 113.00 - 209.00
West Virginia 34.48 {34.48) 62.81
Totals $19,407.69 $12,894.24 § 29,504.22
DISBURSEMENTS:
Executive Office $§ 6,90590 ${1567.83 $ 6.41445 § 13,823.48
Foreign Missions 4,429.35 (3,996.46) 2.199.94 5,569.91
Bible College 2.691.12 (2.271.93) 1,667.55 3,209.56
Home Missions 2.388.22 {2.095.04) 1.197.37 3.010.34
Church Training Serv. 1.230.62 {981.64) 650,69 1.590.98
Retirement & ns. 1.045.99 (846.82) 587.30 1.332.45
Layman's Board 428.60 {370.50) 124 .96 616.13
Commission on Theo-

logical Liberalism 120.65 (112.34) 51.98 169.93
Miscellaneous 167.24 {167.24) . 181.40
Totals $19,407.69 $12,894.24 § 29,504.22

it is my hope that our Free Wil Baptist

editors and writers who have scandalously

misrepresented the views of Dr. Billy Graham

ori the use of alcoholic beverages will publicly

apologize and set the record straight. Let's

continue to cry oul against the evils of

aicohofic consumption, but let’s do it on truly
biblical grounds.

Andy W. Lay, pastor

Evangel Free Wil

Baptist Church

Webb City, Missouri

PASTOR-AT-LARGE EXPRESSES
APPROVAL OF MAGAZINE

Just a fine . .. to express my appreciation
.. for CONTACT. It seems to get better and
better. | appreciate ali of the arlicles, but
“Currently’’ gives us information across the
country. . ..

Rev. Johr West
Tulsa, Oklahoma

-y



GUEST EDITORIAL A
REAL DiSAPPOINTMENT

i always lock forward to receiving my
monthly copy of CONTACT magazine. It
provides me with vital information concerning
our denomination and even inspires me as |
fabor in the Lord’s work. You have continued
to evaluate and improve your publication, and
Free Will Baptists across our land can be
proud.

I was very disappointed to see the guest
editorial in the [February] issue, Certainly in
this day and time concerned Christians must
become an active voice in the issues that
affect our quality of life. Yet, in doing so we
sometimes tend to be overly sensiftive; and
when our ears are touched by some “hot"
item, we embarrassingly overreact.

Long before the current issue arrived. it
was public knowledge that Bitly Graham had
been misquoted;, and he adequately cor-
rected the misstatement. Furthermore, as
Christians we must look at the ethical side of
this matter. Are we proclaimers of truth? Is it
possible that some well-infentioned people
are on the lookout for the least amount of dirt
on someone merely because they differ phito-
sophically? I'm afraid sc.

I am shocked that a reputable publication
like CONTACT did not seek o validate the
story. (Al least it appears so.) Especially
since Graham is a feliow believer, it would be
proper to ask him personally before siander-
ing his name, would it not?

Dr. Graham is not my hero; yet | feef an ob-
ligation to him because he is within the Body
of Christ. | am sure you would desire the
same consideration.

Concerning the subject matter itself,
shouidn’t we admit that abstinence IS taught
by implication, instead of frying to formulate a
weak argument by distorted exegesis?

Daryl W. Eilis
Arnold, Missouri

FINDS ARTICLES ABOUT GRAHAM
AND HARGIS DISTASTEFUL

! find the articles about Billy Graham and
Bilty James Hargis very distasteful. If indeed
they need to be exposed, why not have con-
crete evidence that these things are true be-
fore publishing such statemernts . . . .

i'm a member of the Free Will Baptist
Church in DeSoto, Missouri, and | certainly
don't believe in alcohol in any form. Neither
do [ like gossip such as this. After you read
articles such as this, even if they are proven
false, what is said still remains in the
back of your mind, The article states, I have
been waiting for him to say he has been
misquoted or misunderstood.” Whose word
should weigh more in the eyes of
Christians—the world or a servant of God?

Mrs. Doyle Speer
DeSoto, Missouri

A

CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE

PART Vi
By Leroy Forlines

In this article { want to discuss the
mission of the church. The basic
mission of the church is set forth in
the Great Commission (Matthew 28:
19-20; Mark 16:15; Luke 24:47.48;
and Acts 1:8).

In Matthew 28:19 the word that is
translated ''teach’ is not the word
that is usually transiated '‘teach.” It
is the word mathetevo, which
means to make disciples. Making
disciples involves getting the person
to accept Christ and acknowledge
this by being baptized {Matthew
28:19), but it does not end there. The
ministry of making disciples also in-
volves ‘'Teaching them to observe
all things whaisoever ! have com-
manded you'' (Matthew 28:20). The
word that is transiated ''teaching”
in this verse is different from the
word used in verse 19. The word in
verse 20 is correctly translated
teaching. The person who is con-
verted must be taught to obey the
teachings of Christ,

it can be seen that the Great
Commission involves a responsibii-
ity to get the Gospel to sinners. Inso-
far as it is reasonably possible, the
church is responsible for being ef-
fective in teading people to receive
Christ. One would gather this from
the command to make disciples
(Matthew 28:19). it is not enough to
simply let people know about Jesus.
The church is respensible for being
fruitful. We have to be careful in de-
ciding what constitutes being fruitfui
in a given case. It is far more
difficuit to get people converted in
some areas than others. This being
true, there is no universal standard
for determining what should be ex-
pected in terms of fruitfulness.

The Local
Church on Review

The church has an obligation to
converts for the rest of their lives.
Getting a person converted is not
the end of the church's responsibit-
ity but the beginning. The church is
obligated to declare the whole
counsel of God to the Christian. (See
Acts 20:27; note also 20:20.) The
saints must be eqguipped for service
{(Ephesians 4:12 and |l Timothy
3:17). This includes helping every
person who cares and is responsive
to find some place of usefuiness.
The church is obiligated to heip
Christians develop into mature, well-
grounded and stable Christians
(Ephesians 4:13,14).

The church should work te build
an atmosphere of Christian love and
fellowship in which sainis can feel
free to share their burdens with
someone who cares (John 13:35
and Galatians 6:2). Every
reasonabie effort should be put forth
to help those in the church to come
to grips with coping with life by ap-
propriating the power of God and
the truth of Ged {John 10:10b).

The church must focus both on
evangelism (the ministry to sinners)
and edification (the ministry to
sainis). A single focus on one of
these will not guarantee the other as
a by-product, Each contributes to
the other, but for the church to be
obedient and successful, it must
make a deliberate effort in each
area. A
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OUR WOMEN SPEAK

By Anne Worthington

Has God ever used the testimony
of another Christian to trigger an
introspection of your own life?

This happened to me recently as
I reread the booklet, "Victory in
Christ,"” the personai testimony of
Robert C. McQuilkin, founder of
Columbia Bible College, Columbia,

COMMUNION CUP
FILLER

AVAILABLE IN MOST
RELIGIOUS BOOKSTORES
or from

GUY ENGINEERING
240 SHADY LANE
LEXINGTON, KY. 40503

Victory or Defeat?

South Carolina.

“Looking into God's Mirror,”
chapter one of this booklet, startles
the reader with the statements that
it is possible to be saved and yet be
a defeated Christian; it is possible
10 be hard at work in religious
things and yet miss the joy and
wonder of a life controlled and
empowered by the Holy Spirit. As |
jooked into God’s mirror, | saw that
this was true of mysetf.

As Dr. McQuitkin looked into
God's mirror, he became dissatis-
fied with his Christian life. It was one
of defeat. He recognized that there
was a lack of joy and peace. The
Scriptures said to be anxious in
nothing, and he was anxious about
everything.

Psalms 19:10 describes God's
Word as sweeter than honey and
more to be desired than goid, but
the Bible had no such fascination to
him. There was also failure in his
prayer life.

Again as he looked into God's
mirror, he realized that God had a
way of deliverance in temptation;
but he had victory over practically
none of his temptations. Over and
over again the same failures would
occur,

Another concern was that he saw
practically no miracle resuits from
his constant religious activities. He
was fruitless.

Then God used the mirror of
another life. It was while he was at-
tending a missionary conference
that he heard Charles G. Trumbuli,
then editor of The Sunday Schoo!
Times. Mr. Trumbull shared his per-
sonal testimony, which had been the
same conflict Dr. McQuilkin was ex-
periencing. He had struggled with 3

great needs in his life for over 20
years. The first was fellowship. He
had no fellowship with Christ. Prayer
and Bible study meant nothing.
There was no peace and joy.
Secondly there was no freedom. He
yielded again and again to the same
old temptations. Thirdly there was
no fruitbearing. He worked hard in
various religious activities, yet with
tittle results.

Dr. McQuilkin was startled that
this older Christian should be de-
scribing so accurately the needs of
his own life. He immediately sought
his counsei.

There was no magical formuia. it
was just simply surrender and then
believe, taking God at His Word.
First he surrendered all his sins.
Secondly he surrendered the
doubtiui things in his life. They were
things he didn't call sin but was
doubtful  about. Thirdly he
surrendered the things that he
counted good, along with his life
plans.

i1 was then he realized he must
surrender the past with ail its sins
and failures. He must also surrender
the future with its unseen problems
and unknown paths and be assured
that God will take care of every
need. Surrender was not surrender-
ing things, but giving up one persen
to the control of Another. With sur-
render taken care of, his part now
was to believe that God was meet-
ing and will meet every need. In
other words, he had to have faith.

The secret of continuance in vic-
tory is to go on as one has started,
yielded and trusting. Bible study and
prayer are essential to a normal,
healthy Christian growth. Another
essential is instant confession of sin
when conviction comes. Equally im-
portant is witnessing. Nothing is
more conducive to Christian growth
than winning others to Christ. Chris-
tian fellowship and faithfulness in at-
tending church services are other
means of victory along with disci-
pline in one’s Christian life.

ABOUT THE WRITER: Mrs, Worthinglon is a
graduate of Columbia Bible Colfege, Coium-
bia, South Carolina. She and her husband Dr.
Melvin Worthington, who is pastor of First
Free Will Baptist Church, Albany, Georgia,
have 2 teenage children. She serves as re-
cording secretary for the Woman's National
Auxiliary Convention.
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U.S. ‘THIRSTING’ FOR WHOLESOME TV
FCC CHAIRMAN TELLS BROADCASTERS

WASHINGTON, D.C. (EP)—The American
people are “'thirsting for {television) program-
ming which is decent, whoiesome and family-
oriented, programming which will further the
basic moral and spirifual values of our
country and not degrade or destroy them.”'

That assessment of what U.S. viewers
want was offered by Richard Wiley, chairman
of the Federal Communications Commission
(FCC), speaking fo the annual convention of
National Religious Broadcasters here.

“‘While | do not beilieve that government
regulation in this sensitive First Amendment-
oriented area is either feasible or
constitutionally appropriate, | continue to feel
that the broadcast industry has a tremengous
moral responsibility to its audience—and par-
ticularly to the child viewer," Mr. Wiley said.

“And whatever perscnal cost it may mean
to me, | can assure you that | will not waiver
from this position,” he added.

ALEX HALEY GIVES CREDIT TO GOD
FORTV'S MOST-WATCHED ‘ROOTS’

LOS ANGELES, Cal. (EP)—ABC's 12-hour
presentation of "Roots” became the most-
watched program in TV history because ''the
American public really wants more meaty,
true, sclid fare than is afforded it on tele-
vision," author Alex Haley commented.

“Beyond that, | would soberly and
somberly ascribe it to God Himself. There is
no man, no committee of men or women who
could sit down with whatever media expertise
and predictably create a pregram or an event
ol any kind of comparable, spontaneous
national response.”

Haley, who considers himself ‘“‘very

church-oriented,” said ihe response to
“Roots” was '“‘awesome. We don't even
know yet the ramifications. A whole nation's
perspectives could be radically influenced in
the space of cne week.”
EDITOR'S NOTE: It should be understood
that the film production exaggeraled and
overdramalized what Mr. Haley actually
wrote in his book.

GOOD NEWS BIBLE 30LD
ONE MILLION FIRST MDNTH

NEW YORK, N.Y. (EP}—During the first 30
days on the market, the Good News Bible
{opped the one million mark in sales, accord-
ing io the American Bible Society.

The agency published the easy-to-read,
common-language Bibie the first of the year.

FASTEST GROWING SUNDAY SCHOOLS
ARE ANALYZED BY MAGAZINE

WHEATON, Ui {EP}—America’s fastest grow-
ing Sunday schools of 1976 followed certain
“‘principles of growth™ which can be valuable
to all churches, according to Christian Life
magazine, which sponsors an annual compe-
tition.

The fastest-growing Sunday school, 1975«
76, was the Westside Assembly of God,
Davenport, lowa, with a growth of 1,291 per
Sunday over the previous year. Average
weekly atlendance increased from 1,825 to
3,116,

Among the 50 fastest growing Sunday
schools in each of the states were 23 Baptist
churches and 11 Assembiy of God congrega-
tions.

Eimer Towns, Sunday school editor of
Christian Life, said "excitement, zeal and en-
thusiasm characterize the winning churches
in this year's ‘fastest growing' competition.
Your church can have these qualities, too, if
you follow the same principies.”

The report noted that First Baptist Church,
Hammond, Indiana, is the largest Sunday
school in the U.S. with an average atfend-
ance of more than 14,000 students.

CARTER TELLS WHITE HOUSE
ASSISTANTS: SPEND ‘ADEQUATE’
TIME WITH FAMILIES

WASHINGTON, D.C. (EP)—Top White House
staff personnel have been urged in a hand-
written memorandum from President Carter
to spend "'an adeguate amount of {ime’' with
their families to assure a stable family iife.

Written on White House staticnery and
signed “'J. Carter,"" the memorandum foliows:

"l am concerned about the family lives of
all of you. | want you to spend an adeguate
amount of time with your husbands-wives and
children, and also to involve them as much as
possibie in our White House life.

"We are going 1o be here a long time, and
all of you will be more valuable to me and the
country with rest and a stable home life.

"'in emergencies we'll all work full time. Let
me have your comments.””’

BRITAIN BARS ENTRY OF PRODUCER
PLANNING ‘PORN’ LIFE OF CHRIST

LONDON, Eng. (EP)—Danish filmmaker Jens
Joergen Thorsen, who caused a nationwide
controversy in Britain last year when he an-
ncunced plans to produce a pornographic
movie there on the "sex life” of Jesus, has
been barred from entering the country.

Mr. Thorsen was detained when he flew
into London's Heathrow Airport from Copen-
hagen on February 9, and referred to the
Home Office (interior Ministry). Later Home
Secretary Merlyn Rees announced in the
House of Commons that My. Thorsen's entry
into Brilain was ""not conducive to the public
gocd' and that Mr. Thorsen would be sent
back o Copenhagen later in the day.

The Danish movie producer has been
refused permission to film his controversial
“Life of Jesus' in Denmark, Sweden, France,
Italy and Israel.

LUTHERAN CAUTIONS CHURCH
JOURNALISTS: PRINT THE BAD
AS WELL AS GOOD NEWS

CHICAGOQ, Ill. {EP)—A Lutheran pastor-editor
of the Christian Century has urged denomina-
tional officials not to be afraid of reporting the
bad as well as the good news about their
church bodies.

“Any faijure of the church to report the
news of i#sell to the membership will bring
disastrous consequences,” said the Rev. Al-
fred Kiausler, editor at large of the
ecumenical weekly. “There is nothing to be
gained by suppressing news about ecclesias-
tical sewer rats scuttling about in the
church's underground regions. . .. There is
always a price to be paid for building a good
public relations image at the expense of
honesty."”

EXECUTION BY DRUG INJECTION
IS SUGGESTED IN OKLAHOMA

OKLAHOMA CITY, Ok. (EP}—Okiahoma offi-
clals have been asked to consider a bill per-
mitting the execution of criminals by the in-
jection of fast-acting deadly drugs.

A bill has been recommended by the State
Senate’s Criminal Jurisprudence Committee
providing that future executions be con-
ducted by injection of ‘‘ultrashort-acting bar-
biturates with a chemical paralytic agent.”

Such a drug would be ‘“tike drawing a
curtain,” according to Dr. Roy Chapman, the
state medical examiner. He said there would
be nc pain except that caused by the prick of
the needle.

WORLD POPULATION PASSES
FOUR BILLION MARK

CHICAGO, Il,—The poputation clock in the
Museum of Science and Industry in Chicago
indicated recently that the population of the
world has very likely passed the 4 biilion
mark.

The clock ticks away at the rate of 2.2 per-
sons per second, this figure being deter-
mined by statistics received from the Popuia-
tion Reference Bureau, a private agency
which collects population growth data from
every available source.

‘SEARCH FOR NOAH'S ARK’
HAS SOLD ONE MILLION COPIES
IN 8 MONTHS

SALT LAKE CITY, Utah {EP}—The book, In
Search of Noah's Ark, written by Dave
Balsiger and film producer Charles E. Sellier
Jr., has scld one miliion copies in 8 months,
according to Alan Burks, director of the book
division of Schick Sunn Classic Productions,

Also riding high on the popularity scales is
the moticn picture of the same title which has
been playing throughout the U.S. Citywide it
ranked number 1 or number 2 at the box
office.
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