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By James Earl Raper

he problem of child abuse is
an old one, but lhe current
wave of public concern is

development, the pattern of life is
set. After childhood, except for the
miracle of salvation, little can be
done to change a wayward life.
Children live in a crisis. The power of
sin and Satan are running wild. Thus
Christians must be diligent in their
efforts to teach, train and rear
children according to biblical
principles.

CHILD ABUSE: THE CASE
Child abuse is a harsh reality that

knows no bounds in relalion to
social, economic or educational
backgrounds. No accurate national
statistics are available on the
number of child abuse cases.
However, there are surveys and
studies that give a wealth of
information, Better record keeping
by officials and additional means of
detecting violations are being
greatly strengthened.

To clarify the matter further, con-

comparatively recent. Through the
mediums of radio, television and the
printed page, the general public is
being made aware not only of the
problem but also of the efforts to
deal with it. lt is good for the Chris-
tian community to also focus atten-
tion on the problem.

Children are usually innocent vic-
tims. They must suffer because of
the wrong of parents. During child-
hood years of growth and
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sider the difference between child
abuse and child neglect. Child
abuse generally refers to a physical
attack or injury intentionally inflicted
upon a child. A neglected child
usually refers to a child who is de-
prived of food, clothing, shelter,
schooling and other kinds of normal
parental provisions. Added to these
is the sexual abuse of children that
is so common now.

The National Committee for the
Prevention of Child Abuse says child
abuse has now reached worldwide
epidemic proportions. Last year
approximately one million American
children were abused. Two
thousand died painful deaths from
beating, burns and scaldings.
Depending on the severity, child
abuse can leave permanent
physical scars, crippled limbs,
impaired vision, hearing loss or
brain damage. lt can result in im-
proper social behavior, problems in
school, juvenile delinquency and
emotional difficulties. The emphasis
here is that children who are abused
are in crisis.

Dr. Jessie Groothuis, instructor in
Pediatrics at Vanderbilt Hospital,
Nashville, Tennessee, gave a
lecture on child abuse which in-
cluded the following figures. While
we cannot determine precisely how
many children are abused, the
commonly accepted incidence rate
for the nation is 1 in 200. Hospital
emergency rooms report that 10
percent of the injuries treated
among children under the age of 5
are the result of abuse. Thirty-five
percent of the abused children are 3
years old or younger, and half of
these are under 6 months of age.
The average age of children who die
from abuse is 3 years.

Of all child abusers, 70 percent
are parents. Twice as many mothers
as fathers abuse their children, ex-
cept when the father is home full
time; then the numbers are equal.
Mothers are most often involved in
fatal injuries. More than 90 percent
of the abusing parents were them-
selves abused by their parents.

Child abusers are frequently poor,
have fewer resources and have
more crises than other people. But

(Please turn to page 4.)
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CHILDREN IN CRISIS
(Cont. from page 3)

abusing parents come from all
ethnic, geographic, educational,
religious and economic back-
grounds. Usually they are not socio-
paths and are not psychotic,
concludes Dr. Groothuis. The case
of children in crisis is a serious prob-
lem and cannot be passed over or
forgotten. We must face it and deal
with it.

CHILD ABUSE: THE CAUSE
Humanly speaking, there are a

large number of factors that may
contribute to child abuse. Observe
some of the characteristics and
circumstances out of which child
abuse and neglect of children arise.
Often the child is one of several
children and is looked on as being
different from his brothers and
sisters. He may be a stepchild or be
mentally retarded. He may have a
physical deformity or appear
brighter than others in his family. At
any rate, he does not fit into the
family or behave as the family thinks

he should.
Frequently there is only one

parent in the home, and the home is
experiencing a hard time financially.
lf the mother ever married, she is
divorced, separated or deserted by
a husband who never adequately
supported the family. Children who
are abused or neglected still love
their families regardless of how they
have been treated.

Some abused children come from
families with a regular routine of
violence, ranging from excessive
verbal abuse to physical attacks by
the parents on each other as well as
on the children. Some abused
children have too severe discipline,
while others have very little disci-
pline. They are hard to manage at
home and school. Such children are
destructive and strongly resent and
resist authority; yet they long for
love and attention. They may even
misbehave in order to get attention.

Children both young and old have
experimented with drugs, alcohol
and sex. They have seen this in their
families and are simply following the
pattern. Dealing with the older teen-
ager in this category is difficult.
There are few community resources
geared to reach the troubled teen.
They play tag at home by occasion-
ally coming by, or they run through a
series of foster homes or institution-
al placements only to later return
home where their troubles began.

A reported one million Young
people a year run away from home,
but many cases go unreported.
Studies show that children run away
because of personal problems, diffi-
culty at school, conflicts with
parents and rebellion against
authority. These youngsters seek
thrills, enjoy so-called freedom and
"do their own thing."

Another large category of
children in crisis, both young and

old, are those left unattended or with
improper adult supervision. The
United States Census Bureau
reports an estimated 1.8 million
children between 7-13 years old are
left unattended from the time they
leave school until a parent returns
home from work.

Where will this all end? The com-
plexity of our society offers little
hope. For sure when Jesus comes, it
will end. But what about until then?
lnterested people can help them-
selves and others. Concerned
Christians must not slacken their
efforts to meet the needs of children
in crisis.

CHILD ABUSE: THE CURE
The cure is not simple. Christians

are obligated to think in terms of
long-range treatment and preventive
programs.

HETPS AVAILABLE
For ¡nformation about ch¡ld abuse

and about agencies that are work¡ng
to combat it, you can contact lhe
following:

Parents Anonymous, lnc., 2930
West lmperial Highway, lnglewood,
CA. 90303: (213) 797-8221. This
organization helps parents and chil-
dren directly.

National Center on Child Abuse
and Neglecl, Office of Child Develop
ment, Dept. of Health, Educalion and
Welfare, P.O. Box 1182, Washington,
D.C.20013.

National Center for the Prevention
and Treatment of Child Abuse,
University of Colorado Medical
Center, f 001 Jasmine Street, Denver,
co. 80220.

Child Welfare League of Amerlca,
67 lruing Place, New York, NY
10003.

To contact local community organ¡-
zations working aga¡nst child abuse,
if they are not easily found in the
telephone directory, call your city or
state Department of Ch¡ld Welfare
(sometimes l¡sted as Department of
Social Services. Child Protection
Service, etc.).

". . . Last year approximately one million
American children were abused. . . . Of all child
aôusers, 70 per cent are parenfs. . . . More than
90 percent of the abusing parents were

themselves abused öy parents."
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Following the trag¡c death of 4-
yearold Melisha Gibson in Chatta-
nooga, Tennessee, in October, 1 976,
the state made an emergency
allocation of about one million
dollars to hire an additional 117
social workers and reduce their
already overcrowded case loads.
New legislation and tightening of
existing legislation are being pro-
moted to protect children. states
are making progress in their efforts
and programs to help with preven-
tion and cure of children in crisis.
Even so no government can simply
legislate an end to child abuse or
neglect of children through legal
means.

Neglect may be an even bigger
problem than abuse, and ihe impli-
cations of sexual abuse frighten
most concerned individuals.
Treatment and rehabilitation must
begin at the moment abuse and
neglect are suspected. The bulk of
the burden of this problem falls on
the state. The financial need is
enormous. Other agencies, mainly
church and community sponsored,
aid greatly in helping with this need.

Some adults have found great joy
and discovered a ministry in serving
as foster parents. lt is a challenge
trying to raise someone else's child,
and this has its own unique prob-
lems. The real shame is that many
children are not loved and wanted.

Yet some families can give this love
to needy children by working as
foster oarents.

A return to basic biblical orinci-
ples of Christian living and rearing
children is the best answer to the
need of children in crisis. lt must
begin with parents. Programs and
treatment cannot stem the tide. A
revival is needed to turn our nation
around, restore Christian homes.
save today's children and spare the
nation. The greatest assets are
Christian parents; training, instruc-
tion and discipline of children;
Christian schools; and church
programs for young people. lt is
either Christ or crisis

Pray for a change in our nation.
Any change must begin in those who
know, love and serve the Lord.

It is all too easy to have the atti-
tude that the young people of today
are a worthless, miserable lot. This
is especially true concerning older
teens who have a life-style differing
from the standard way. Some con-
tinue to look down on this
generation's youth and brand them
as unthinking, undedicated. and
without direction. Remember they
are only products that this genera-
tion has produced. Much good can
be seen in the youth of today. Many
godly, serious minded, dedicated
Christian young people are active in
local churches. Believers must stay
in contact with them and offer soirit-
ual guidance and direction.

The words of Proverbs 22:6 are
stilltrue: "Train up a child in the way
he should go: and when he is old, he
will not depart from it." Unless a
child is trained scripturally, he will
ultimately be a child in crisis. The
responsibility to train belongs to
parents. one must trust God that his
own children will be saved from the
devil. Then ways must be found to
help other children who are in need.
Children deserve a chance.

What can you do to help a child in
crisis? Do it nowl Tomorrow mav be
too late.

ABOUT THE WBITER: Mr. Raper, a Free W¡il
Bapt¡st m¡nistet, ¡s presenily serving as
super¡ntendent of Free W¡ll Bapt¡st Home for
Children, Greeneville, Iennessee. He rs a
graduate of Free W¡ll Bapt¡st Bible College
and has held pastorates Ø seyera/states. 
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early 2,000 years ago God
spoke to Mary and asked
her to lend her body that He

might become incarnate in the
world. So Jesus came, the child of
Mary, and lived on earth to accomp-
lish the work of redemption and win
for Himself a small band of fol-
lowers. Then He went away, but
before He went He promised, "l go
away and come again to you." ln a
great mysterious somehow, God
came and confined Himself to a
human body for His own purpose. ln
a similar mysterious way, He comes
again and indwells another body He
calls His Church.

Using the body concept as an
illustration, Paul explains that lhe
Church is the Body of Christ. Christ
is the Head, and all who believe in
Him are members of the Body in
which He continues His work in the
world. This is the very same work
which He did when He dwelt among
men in the flesh. To each believer
He says, "Lend me your body that I

may be incarnate in the world." And
to everyone who answers, "Behold,
the servant of the Lord; Be it unto
me according to thy word," He
gives something to do in the body.

"But now hath God set the
members every one of them in the
body, as it hath pleased him . . . And
the eye cannot say unto the hand, I

have no need of thee: nor again the
head to the feet, I have no need of
you, . .. Now ye are the body of
Christ . . ." (lCorinthians 12:18-27).

ln order that the Body of Christ
may continue the work which Jesus
began, the Holy spirit distributes
spiritual gifts to every Christian
when he is born again. "Now
concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I

would not have you ignorant. . . .

there are diversities of operations
[gifts]. . . . But the manifestation of
the spirit is given to every man to
profit withal" (l Corinthians
12:1,6,7)

APPLYING THE BODY CONCEPT
During the development of the

human body, the all-wise Creator
sees to it that certain cells develop
into an eye while others develop into



an ear, a heart, a brain, skin or a
toenail according to the need of the
body. When cells do not follow the
predetermined pattern, there is
tragedy; but when every part
develops and performs according to
design, it is possible to produce a
masterpiece of coordination such as
that of the 14-year-old Romanian
olympic star Nad¡a Comaneci. ln the
same way, if all the members of the
Body of Christ were using their gifts
as designed, we would see a church
whole and beautiful in its ministry to
the world.

What too often is seen is a mal-
functioning body because so many
members are not even aware that
they have gifts, and others are not
using them to serve one another.
When a single member does not
function as intended, to that extent
the body is crippled. lt is not hard to
find entire congregations as numb
as a paralyzed leg or a deaf ear, and
other congregations with many dead
parts. Anything which paralyzes a
local church makes the world
Church unhealthy,

Sometimes the trouble is that
ears are trying to be eyes or vice
versa. To this problem Paul ad-
dresses these words, "But unto
every one of us is given grace
according to the measure of the gift
of Christ. .. . And he gave some,
apostles; and some, prophets; and
some, evangelists; and some,
pastors and teachers [and helpers,
hostesses, exhorters, organizers,
givers, empathizers, and some
possessors of faith, wisdom,
knowledge or discernment,
speakers of tongues, interpreta-
tions, performers of miracles and
healersl, For the perfecting of the
SAiNtS. , . FOR THE EDIFYING OF
THE BODY OF CHRIST: Till we all
come in the unity of the faith, and of
the knowledge of the Son of God,
unto a perfect man, unto the
measure of the stature of the
fulness of Christ" (Ephesians 4:7,
11-13). (See also I Corinthians 12
and Romans 12.)

EXERCISING
OUR RESPONSIBILITIES

We are each responsible to one
another to develop and use the gifts
for which we will be accountable to
God. All are to be involved in
keeping lhe commands given to
every christian to serve, to love, to
witness, to exercise faith, and the
like. What, then, is my gift? A
spiritual gift is that unique enabling
which the Holy Spirit gives to each
believer to serve in the Body and to
meet the needs of other members in
the Body. A breakdown here pre-
vents the perfect functioning of the
Body. As the stomach takes in food,
the digestive systems take from it
the nutrients which the blood carries
to the brain and other parts of the
body. Malfunctioning at any point
blocks the whole process.

Because every person's gift is
valuable and essential to the on-
going of the Body, the church is
encouraged to know its members
and their individual gifts and to
provide opportunities for their
exercise. "As every man hath
received the gift, even so minister
the same one to another, as good
stewards of the manifold grace of
God" (l Peter 4:10).

ln a very realway the pastor is the
steward of the gifts of his people
and is responsible to use these
resources for the good of the
church. Though he may and often
does have many gifts of his own, this
does not excuse his failure to use
the gifts of his congregation, which
the Holy spirit in His wisdom has
given to the group to help them
mature in Christ. For instance, even
though the pastor may be and often
is an outstanding Bible teacher,
some other man or woman in the
group may have an even greater gift
of teaching.

Believers are also stewards of
one another's gifts. I am to draw
from others to meet my needs, and
they are to draw from me. To refuse
to do so is to fail in the stewardship
of one another's gifts. Do not imitate
or envy the gifts of others; neither
measure your gifts or in any way
compare them with the gifts of
others. To remember that God gives
the gifts as He wll/s makes one less
likely to feel either proud or inferior
over personal gifts.

Each person is the steward of his
own gifts and is responsible to
discover them and to find ways in
which to use them. The question is
what has the Hoty Spirit enabled me
to do for the members of my
church? lf fellow believers from timeto time make similar specific
requests of me, perhaps God is
using these people to show me that
one of my gifts may be the very thing
that is being requested of me. By
looking around at others' needs, I

can be shown by the Holy Spirit
ways to meet those needs. To
refuse to meet the needs shown to
me is to refuse to use my gifts.

IDENTIFYING BASIC PRINCIPLES
ln writing to the church about

spiritual gifts, Paul identified 5
principles. Firsf he concluded that
wherever the Body of Christ is, the
Holy Spirit has graciously provided
for all of its needs by the distribution
of gifts which may or may not be
recognized and used. Second/¡ no
Christian should ever think of him-
self as more important to the Body
than any other Christian. By the
same token he should not feel in-
ferior if he is using what God has
given him for God's glory. Thirdly, no
member can function alone. When a
hand is severed from the body, it
may remain in the form of a hand for
a short while, but it no longer works.

Fourthly, Paul's primary em-
phasis is always on the fruit of the
Spirit which every Christian is to
cultivate in order to build up the
unity of the Body of Christ. The Holy
Spirit glorifies Christ by taking the
things of Christ and reproducing
them in His Body, the Church. He
makes us like Christ in His
character (the fruit of the Spirit), and
He does through us the work of
Christ (the gifts of the Spirit). When a
spiritual gift is exercised, other
people receive spiritual blessing.
When the Spirit produces fruit in a
life, God gets the glory. Anything
e/se ls counterfeit.

lf I am not exercising my gifts, I

am crippling the Body of my Lord. lf
I am not allowing the Holy spirit to
produce His fruit in me, I am

(Please turn to page 9.)
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WILL A HOSPITAL BILL
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PARALYZE

YOUR

PASTOR?

By Roy Thomas
hen one considers to-
day's ever-increasing cost
of being hospitalized,

medical insurance becomes a
basic necessity of life. One catas-
trophic hospital bill can wreck a
family financially.

Most laymen, however, receive
some form of medical coverage as a
fringe benefit from their companies
or employers. Or they have access
to a group plan which reduces the
rates from an individual plan. Yet a
number of churches where these
laymen hold membership neglect
providing hospital insurance for the
parsonage family.

The pastor's salary is often set to
simply meet his immediate living
needs without consideration of an
allowance to cover a medical policy.
With limited budgets many Pastors
cannot afford large monthly premi'
ums. Consequently, theY and their
families are deprived of hosPital
insu rance because of other
essential f inancial obligations.

What kind of dilemma does a Pas-
tor face if he has no hospital insur-
ance? We can easily surmise that
first of all he must face the paralyz-
ing fear of possibly having a
member of his family hospitalized.
As he visits patients in the hospital
and learns of the costs, anxiety
grips his heart as he thinks of facing
similar bills on his present salary.
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Even when sickness does occur, the
decision to seek a doctor is delayed
as long as possible because of the
fear of being hospitalized.

lf a member of the pastor's family
must be hospitalized, he faces the
embarrassment of trying to admit a
sick loved one to the hospital with
no insurance or even no money. ln
desperation he may have to borrow
money to pay an admittance fee,
Thereafter, each time he passes the
admission office, he is reminded of
a mushrooming bill he wonders how
he will be able to pay. Then he goes
upstairs to try to cheer and comfort
an ill loved one while covering his
own depression over the multiplying
cost.

The hardest part comes when the
patient is ready to be discharged.
Arrangements have to be made to
pay the hospital bills. lf possible, an
account is set up to make monthly
payments which may stretch into
long bleak years ahead. Money that
could purchase a new car to be
used in visitation will now go for an
enormous hospital bill, Money that
could be used to further the educa-
tion of children will be consumed by
countless monthly payments. lt may
mean that the pastor's children will
never be able to attend college. ln
some instances children have be-
come embittered against the church
because they have had to endure
severe financial hardships. Sacrific-
ing for Jesus never embitters any-
one, but the pressure of enduring
years on a meager income because
of a shortsighted or indifferent con-
gregation certainly can.

The church which fails to provide
hospitalization for the pastor will not
escape if a major illness occurs.
Public sympathy will be aroused for
the pastor facing a hospital bill of
multiplied thousands of dollars if the
pastor has no insurance. lt can be
embarrassing to the congregation if
television or radio stations publicize
the pastor's plight. When public
sympathy is aroused, various clubs

AEOUT THE WBITER: Mr. Thomas,s assoc,-
ate d¡rcctot of the Nat¡onal Home Mrsslons
Department, Nashviile, Iennessee. He ¡s a
member of Woodbine Free W¡il Baptist
Church, Nashville.

and organizations begin to respond
by raising money or holding bene-
fits, Preacher friends send gifts, and
other churches receive offerings.

But the tragic thing amid all this
publicity is the possibility of a nega-
tive reaction by the public toward
the church. lf such did occur, the iri-
fluence of the church could be
blighted. lt would lose many pros-
pects because some would not care
to attend a church that permitted its
pastor to suffer such a trying exper-
ience.

The church will no doubt take
special offerings and give every
penny it can scrape together to cut
down the pastor's enormous bill. But
again a church that waits until some
emergency occurs may have to give
far more in one offering than the
insurance premiums would have
cost for an entire year. Yet the gift is
barely a drop in the bucket toward
paying the mammoth hospital and
doctor bills.

Every Free Will Baptist church
should provide adequate hospital
insurance for the pastor and his
family. Some state associations

, already have excellent group hospi-
talization plans for pastors.
Churches can enroll their pastors

'and send the premiums to the state
lreasurer in order to provide essen-
tialcoverage.

The National Home Missions
Board now gives each missionary
$55.00 per month for medical insur-
ance. Furthermore, it requires the
missionary to send a copy of his
policy to the general director.

ln some cases the church adds
the cost of insurance premiums to

. the pastor's salary. Of course, the
pastor is pleased to get such a raise,
but he is more grateful for the peace
of mind that the insurance coverage
will provide. However, it would be
better if the church would consider
paying the premiums directly to the
insurance company. ln this way the
amount of the premiums would not
be considered taxable income for
the pastor.

Does your church provide hospi-
tal insurance for its pastor? You may
say, "We can't afford it." ln light of
your church's testimony and your
pastor's peace of mind, can You
afford not to provide insurance

YOU ARE THE STEWARD
OF A SPIRITUAL GIFT
(Cont. from page 7)

defaming the character of my
beloved Lord by calling myself bY
His name.

Fifthly, Paul points out that
everything a member does for the
Body is to be motivated by love for
Christ and other members of the
Body. "Be kindly affectioned one to
another with brotherly love; in
honour preferring one another"
(Romans 12:10). "And whether one
member suffer, all the members
suffer with it; or one member be
honoured, all the members rejoice
with it" (l Corinthians 12:26).

Just as men can never un-
derstand why God chose to limit
Himself by His incarnation in a
human body, they cannot un-
derstand why He now limits Himself
to the Church, but the ScriPtures
affirm that this is the case. What He
does in the world today He does
through your hands and mine; what
He speaks, He speaks through Your
lips and mine; where He goes, He
goes by your feet and mine. "So
then after the Lord had sPoken unto
them, he was received uP into
heaven, and sat on the right hand of
God. And they went forth, and
preached every where, the Lord
working with them, and confirming
the word with signs following" (Mark
16:19,20).

The concept of the Church as an
organic functioning body teaches
that the very life of the BodY is
Christ. Without Him we can do noth-
ing, and He does not choose to do
anything in the way of world
redemption without us. Let us use
our gifts to serve one another in love
so that the Holy Spirit maY Produce
in us His fruit and Christ maY be
glorified in His Body, the Church.

ABOUT THE WRIÍER: Mrs. Cronk is a slafe
disability examiner fol f/,e Soc,a/ Secur¡ty Ad'
ministrct¡on ¡n Tennessee. Sñe a a veteran
missionary, having served ¡n lndia. Mß.
Cronk ¡s a memþer of the Horton He¡ghts
Free Will Baptist Chutch, Nashville, Ten'
nessee. A

|.\
!-
à
I
F

t-z
o
o)coverage?



The World
of

Audiovisuals
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By H. D. Harrison

ow did you learn about the
cereal or breakfast food you
ate today? What media per-

suaded you to purchase the auto-
mobile you drive? How did you
come to purchase the suit or dress
you're wearing? Chances are you
were largely influenced in these
decisions by the use of audio-
visual media.

Research substantiates that in a
lifetime the average person learns
about

1olo through the taste buds,
lVzo/o through the senseof touch,
3Vzo/o through the sense of smell,
1 1 

o/o through thesenseof hearing,
83o/o through the sense of sight.
Proverbs 2O:12 says, "The

hearing ear, and the seeing eye, the
Lord hath made even both of them."
Therefore, let us engage them in the
learning process through
audiovisual techniques.

ARE AUDIOVISUAL AIDS
SCRIPTURAL?

The Bible is filled with examples
of the use of audiovisuals. God has
always used the most up-todate
methods in His teaching. He
created man with 5 basic senses:
sight, hearing, taste, smell and
touch. All of these senses are poten-
tial avenues for learníng. Learn
ing through these may be either
good or bad. These avenues are
used both by the Lord and by Satan.
ln Genesis 3:4,5 Satan made an
appeal through Eve's senses, begin-
ning with her eyes.

When God wanted to make a last-
ing impression upon Noah, He
placed a rainbow in the sky (a visual
aid) and spoke to Noah in an audible
voice (audio) (Genesis 9:12-18). ln
Genesis 15:5 we read of the Lord's
calling Abraham's attention to the
stars. When Moses was commis-
sioned, the Lord set a bush afire and
spoke to Him (Exodus 3:3,4). He
manifested His power through
changing the rod into a serpent
(Exodus 7:10). The pillar of cloud
and of fire were visuals.

Jesus set a child in the midst of
His disciples as an object lesson
(Matthew 18:3-6). He called atten-
tion to the fowls, the lilies, etc. On
the Day of Pentecost He sent cloven
tongues like as of fire and the sound
of a rushing mighty wind. Some may
object that Jesus or Paul never used
a slide, film, transparency, projec-
tor, cassette or record. That is true,
but they employed the principle of
utilizing the eyegate and the ear-
gate. lf negative reasoning keeps
one from using such things because
the Bible does not specifically speak
of them, then we must abandon the
automobile, printing press, airplane
and many other things.

Aru USED BY CHURC}I
FOR CENTURIES

John Amos Comenius, a minister
and author of the Great Didactic,
wrote some 300 years ago: "The
sense of hearing should always be
conjoined with that of sight, and the
tongue should be trained in
combination with the hand. The
subjects that are taught should not



merely be taught orally, and thus
appeal to the ear alone, but should
be pictorially illustrated, and thus
develop the imagination by the help
of the eye. Again, the pupils should
learn to speak with their mouths and
at the same time to express what
they say with their hands, that no
study be proceeded with before
what has already been learned is
thoroughly impressed on the eyes,
the ears, the understanding and the
memory. With this object, it is de-
sirable to represent pictorially on
the walls of the classroom
everything that is treated of in the
class, by putting up either precepts
and rules or pictures and diagrams
illustrative of the subjects taught. lf
this be done, it is incredible how
much ¡t assists a teacher to impress
his instructions on the pupil's
mind."

It seems almost incredible that
this method of teaching has been
known and exercised for so many
years and yet so few Sunday school
teachers heed the advice to use
audiovisuals.

TEACHING INVOLVES
COMMUNICATION

The process of teaching-learning
involves communication between
individuals, but only if those
individuals share common
meanings and experiences will
communication occur.

Meanings are not in things but in
people. Messages can be trans-
mitted between people; ideas,
concepts or knowledge cannot.
Learning does not take place in the
ear but between the ears. lf we are
to communicate effectively, we
must change our thoughts into some
form of verbal or visual symbol or
stimulus. This symbolic message is
then transmitted through some
channgl or medium. ïhe receiver
must notice and interpret the mess-

ABOUT THE WRIÍER: Mr. Harrison âas ôeen
actively advocat¡ng the use of audiovisuals in
Teach-N-frain wo.kshops thtoughout the
denominat¡on during his 14-year tenurc with
lhe Sunday School Department. He presently
serves as manager ol lhe Prcmot¡on and
Sa/es Dryrslon of that agency. He is a
membet of Donelson Frce Wiil Bapt¡st
Chu rch, N ashv¡ I I e, fennessee.

age in the light of his previous exper-
ience. Communication will not take
place until the receiver understands
what has been transmitted.

The receiver of the message must
show the sender that he under-
stands. This may be done either by
doing something appropriate or by
sending back another message
(feedback), which indicates that he
has understood, partially
understood, or misundersfood what
the original communicator had in
mind. Seldom does a message
travel unchanged from the mind of
the sender to the mind of the re-
ceiver.

The effective use of audiovisual
materials enables us to overcome
our tendencies to have teacher-
centered Sunday schools and to
make them student oriented. The ef-
fective Christian is not necessarily
the one who can remember great
portions of Scripture. Anyone with a
good memory can do that. The
effective Christian is the one who re-
ceives the message, understands,
and practices it in daily living
(James 1:22).

We need to be producing Chris-
tians who have learned how to learn
and are actively engaged in teach-
ing others. Audiovisual aids can help
us cooperate better with the Holy
Spirit in this process.

USE A'V MEDIA EFFECTIVELY
Five basic principles are sug-

gested for the teacher's use of
audiovisual materials. The first of
these is selection. Teachers should
base the selection of the media to
be used on valid learning objectives.
Judge the quality and suitability of
specific media on the basis of the
interests, maturity, experiences,
and ability to understand of a partic-
ular group. Determine if the material
is current, relevant, accurate and
wellorganized.

The second principle is readi-
ness. Have the students been
properly prepared to assimilate the
material, draw correct conclusions,
and apply them? Remember new
truths can only be understood in the
light of well-known facts.

The third principle is that of
controlof the physical facilities and
the equipment. A free-loan library of

35 mm filmstrips is available from
the Sunday School Department to
aid the teacher in the proper control
and operation of different kinds of
media.

Principle number four is action.
Teachers should guide students to a
positive response in their experi-
ences with media. Predetermined
objectives should determine the
kind of follow-up action in which
learners need to engage. This action
should help the learner find the
answer to the question, "What does
this have to do with me?"

Principle five is evaluat¡on. The
media used and the manner in
which utilization was made should
be under continual evaluation by the
teacher. When such evaluations
have been made, the teacher must
be willing to modify for improve-
ment.

These 5 principles should help
teachers learn to think, plan and act
in the light of facts, principles and
objectives.

PROPER A'V USAGE
BENEFITS STUDENTS

Audiovisual aids help to meet the
learner's needs by enabling him to
learn more material in less time.
That which is learned is reta¡ned on
a conscious level for a longer period
of time, and the meaning is made
clearer for the student because of
the more concrete nature of the
media used.

Audiovisuals are not subst¡tutes
for teachingi they are alds which
assist the teacher in imparting infor-
mation. They should not be used as
gimmicks. They are, instead, excel-
lent tools when skillfully used. The
wise teacher will make regular use
of such aids.

Some may retort, "But we do not
have a projector of any kind." An
audiovisual aid is not limited to prG
jected visuals with sound track or
records. A chalkboard becomes
wired for sound with a teacher's
voice. The same is true with the use
of f lannelgraph, f lash cards,
teaching pictures, objects or
puppets.

Be a regular user of audiovisuals.
You'll be a happier and more
satisfied teacher, and your students
will be wiser. A
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BRIEF CASE

Removing The Pig

From The Poke

By Jack L. Williams

First editorials written by novice
editors are snaky ventures at best.
They hold membership in the same
family as first sermons preached
by new pastors. Both enjoy a
reputation for boomeranging. This
maiden editorial is prepared with
growing wariness of the
boomerang principle.

At any ßle, CONTACT readers
deserve more in an editor than a
pig in a poke, July's editorial is
dedicated to removing the pig from
the poke and installing him in his
glass house.

Now here are 3 questions
waiting impatiently to be answered.

What can readers expect
from a new editor?

What does the new editor
expect from readers?

What are the goals for
CONTACT?

WHATCAN READERS EXPECT
FROM A NEW EDITOR?

Two years ago a west coast
college professor told a fledgling
minister, "Young man, you are
preaching in a church you didn't
build to a people you didn't win from
a book you didn't write, and you're
using an education somebody else
paid for, Why, son, you owe every-
body. Don't forget it."

Therefore, the first thing readers
can expect from the new editor is a
hea rty acknowledgment of i ndebted-
ness to all former editors. This is es-
pecially true concerning Gene
Workman who has guided
CONTACT from its adolescent years
to its present well-respected stand-
ing in the literary community.

Thanks, Gene. Well done,
Expect a constant vigil to avoid

favoritism both in writers used and
materials selected. coNTAìT is
authorized to represent wide
denominational interests. This
means, of course, that everybody
will be mad some of the time, but
nobody should be mad all the time.
The magazine speaks for 200,000
plus Free Will Baptists and cannot
champion one persuasion while
ignoring others.

The right to disagree with articles
printed in coNIACr belongs to the
editor. Some writers may very well
be published who hold opinions
which need to be expressed but are
not necessarily the official denomi-
national position. This is CONTACT
policy because the only pronounce-
ment on any subject that can be
cited as the Free Will Baptist
position is one spelled out by the
Treatise. The Treatise limits itself to
matters of general faith and
practice.

Anticipate reader confronlation
by issues which face the denomina-
tion, the nation, the world. While
CONTACT makes no attempt to
compete with Newsweek or U.S.
News and World Reporf, neither is
the editorial scope restricted to only
church planting struggles in
Suburbia, U. S. A. Expect to joust
with realism, with some thorny
issues. lf an issue confronls Free
Will Baptists anywhere, then Free
Will Baptists everywhere should be
alerted.

Expect some mistakes in
CONTACT and a few changes. lf
some blunders do not surface
immediately, my friends will suspect
l'm not really the editor. And if a

standing column or two is not
pushed somewhere else or
renamed, my tender ego may suffer.

WHATCAN THE NEW EDITOR
EXPECT FROM READERS?

This answer will be much shorter
since it is easier to speak for one
editor than for nearly 8,200
subscribers.

The new editor expects
CONTACT readers to continue
exercising the right of dissent
without fear of being exposed to
ridicule in print. lf readers have
cr¡ticisms to voice, whether con-
structive or otherwise, they should
by all means tell the editor. ln
pleasant contrast, readers who have
brags to voice may wish to write the
editor, but by all means they should
tell somebody else.

Keep that subscription current.
Pray, wait, and give the new editor
enough rope to either hang him or
humor him until he learns better.

WHATARE THE GOALS
FORCONTACT?

Rufus Coffey, executive secre-
tary, recently produced a concise
article dealing with the purpose of
CONTACT. His summary statement
concluded, "...the aim of the
magazine as the name implies is to
provide an organ of communication
which keeps the Free Will Baptist
people in 'Contact'with the denomi-
national outreach and links the
national ministries with the grass
roots."

Mr. Coffey related the 6 estab-
lished goals for CONTACT.
1. INSPIRATION: The magazine is
designed to inspire, to guide be-
lievers in their daily walk and to help
the readership grow spiritually and
serve Christ more effectively.
2. INFORMATION: The magazine
serves as an organ to disseminate
denominational news in order to
keep the constituency fully informed
regarding news of the people,
churches, acliv¡ties, accomplish-
ments and outreach of our
fellowship as a whole.
3. INDOCTRINATION: The maga-
zine aims to impart spiritual truths
based upon the revelalion of God's
inspired Word. lt particularly pre-

(Cont. on next page.)
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by the grim-
feel if the

Florida
God Expelled
From
School

By Dr. Max Rafferty

| , *"rr. rne very cockres of my
I withered, hard old heart to hearf the recent trumpet blast from

Florida. A female St. George has
arisen to strike a blow against that
old dragon, Religion-in-the-Schools.
Let me share the glad tidings with
you.

Place: Maximo Elementary
School, St. Petersburg.

Heroine: Principal Jean Sanzone.
Hero: Assistant Superintendent

Lee Benjamin.
Villains: Two of Maximo's teach-

ers.
Plot: lt seems these two black-

guards (who shall remain unidenti-
fied in this column because of the
sheer depravity of their offense)
had the brazen audacity to come
to school last Fall wearing "l
Found lt" buttons.

"l found what?" you may well
ask, and so did Principal Sanzone,
spurred on by her zealous assist-
ant superintendent, Lee Benjamin.
To their horror, they discovered
that the ¡'lt" on the shameless
stud actually stood for-are you
ready for this?-"God."

The enormity of this outrage was

pointed out tersely
faced principal: "l
buttons are worn in the school
building and a child asks what they
mean, it would be bringing religion
into the schools."

She's so rlght, you know.
Bless her fervent lltüe heart.
That's exacüy what would hap
pen. Thlnk of lt! A toacher actu.
ally telllng a pupil that she had
dlscovered God! The mlnd
boggles and the braln reels at
what the conseguences might
have been.
Junior might have gone home and

asked Mom and Pop if they, too, had
found "1t." Susie might have de-
cided to enroll in Sunday school,
Slogans like "Love thy neighbor"
and "Blessed are the peace-
makers" might have replaced the
usual fine old 4-letter graffiti on the
rest-room walls.

The final upshot of the whole sor-
did affair might even have been-
and I shudder as I write this-a
pupil request lor prayers in the
school. Better heroin-pushing,
lunch-money-hijacking and even
gang rape than that! Far, far þetter.

Superintendent Benjamin and
Principal Sanzone, like Horatius at
the bridge, have fought the good
fight, shoulder to shoulder, against
the unspeakable threat of God being
mentioned in their sanctuary of
secularism. I'd like to congratulate
them, too, on their superb sense of
values and their appreciation of
proper priorities. After all, think of
some of the lesser school problems
of today they might mistakenly have
concentrated on solving first.

You know-minor puzzles such
as improving reading scores, ac-
quainting pupils with the facts of
history and geography, cracking the
conundrum of atrocious spelling,
spurring the reading of the great
children's classics, learning basic
math combinations and all the other
petty, paltry, picayune problems
which some schools still are mis-
takenly putting ahead of the all-
important war against God.

As I sald, I'm mlghty proud of
Benlamln and Sanzone. Now l'd
llke to spur them on to blgger
and better thlngs.
How about stripping and search-

ing all the faculty members every
morning to be sure they haven't
smuggled in crucifixes disguised as
necklaces?

A regular search of teachers' and
pupils' desks might be in order, too.
Who knows? You might find some of
Billy Graham's newspaper columns,
a copy of a Bishop Sheen interview
or even-save the mark!-a Holy
Bible.

Finally, internal vigilance commit-
tees should be set up in all St.
Petersburg schools to ferret out
relentlessly and to recommend for
severe disciplinary action any mis-
guided faculty member who closes
her eyes for more than 15 seconds
just before the noon lunch break.

After all, she might be praying.
And the kiddies simply will ask

questions. Won't they, Jean and
Lge? 

Los Angetes Íimes Bêpr¡nt

ABOUT THE WRITER: Dr. Rafferty ¡s a well-
Rnown educator. He formeily setved w¡lh
Califomia's State Depattment of Educat¡on.

BRIEF CASE (cont.)

sents those truths as believed and
interpreted by Free Will Baptists.
This includes an expression of the
divergent viewpoints held in our
fellowship as long as they are not in
violation of our faith and practices.
4. INSTRUMENT OF PROMOTION:
The magazine publicizes the
denominational ministries and
promotes the various agencies and
their programs as long as they are.in
accord with the basic objectives of

the NationalAssociation of Free Will
Baptists and the Treatise.
5. ISSUES: The magazine strives to
interpret contemporary issues of
society which have basic moral
implications in order to help the
readers obtain a proper world-life
view.
6. INFLUENCE: The magazine
strives to shape the thinking of
readers by presenting articles in a
positive and objective manner. lt
seeks to help readers think objec-
tively upon the great doctrines,
issues and problems even when

there are differences of opinion. lt
helps unify by developing a broader
understanding of areas of disagree-
ment.

The basic objectives for
CONTACT are already determined.
The magazine is to function within
that prescribed f ramework.

The time has come to place
CONTACT in every Free Witt Baptist
home. CONTACT is the one publica-
tion mandated to represent all
phases of Free Will Baptist national
and internationaloutreach. 
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DENOMINATI(¡NAL COLLEGE

C(lNFERS RECORD NUMBER
OF DEGREES

NASHVILLE, TENN.-Eighty-eight
students, the largest graduating
class in the 35-year history of Free
Will Baptist Bible College received
degrees in the 1977 graduation ex-
ercises held May 12 in the college's
Activities Building.

Fifty-four were completing the
bachelor of arts program; 19, the
bachelor of science program; 8, the
3-year Christian Worker's Bible
Diploma program; and 8, the 2-year
businesscertif icate prog ram.

More than 1,500 parents and
friends gathered on the campus to
join school personnel in honoring
the graduates. Several special
awards were presented students
during the commencement pro-
gram.

A special recognition was given
to Dr. Charles Thigpen in honor of
his 25 years of service to the
college. President L. C. Johnson
made the unannounced presenta-
tion to Dean Thigpen as a token of
the school's thanks for his quarter
century of service. Dr. Thigpen
joined the faculty in 1948 as dean of
men, registrar and teacher. After a
 -year return to the pastorate, he
rejoined the college staff in 1957
and has served as an instructor of
English and church ministries as
well as academic dean. The congre-
gation honored Dr. and Mrs.
Thigpen with a standing ovation as
Dr. Johnson publicly acknowledged
the Thigpen's contributions.

FREE WILL BAP.T¡ST

newsfront

NEW MEXICO STATE ASSOCIATI()N TO RESUME

PUBLICATION OF PAPER

ALBUQUERQUE, N.M.-Delegates
to the ninth annual session of the
New Mexico State Association,
hosted by the First Free Will Baptist
Church of Albuquerque on April 15,
16, voted to resume publication of
the state paper, Good News of New
Mexico. Elected to serve as editor
was the Rev. Karel Smith, national
home missionary to Albuquerque.

Representatives from 9 churches
f rom the state's 2 district
associations worshiped and con-
ducted the business of the associa-
tion under the theme "Whatsoever
you do, do all to the glory of God."
Presiding at the session was
Moderator Henry Murray, pastor of
the Faith Memorial Church in

pastor of Faith .Chapel Church,
Hobbs, who spoke in place of Dr, J.
D. O'Donnell, national moderator.
Dr. O'Donnell was unable to be
present at the association because
of unexpected surgery.

ln other business the association
voted to take $700 from the state
mission fund and designate it for the
building fund of Shiloh Church,
Albuquerque, where Karel Smith is
laboring as a joint project worker.
The association will also be desig-
nating $30 per month to the Smith
account for the next year. The
association voted to have a state
youth camp the third week in June,
1978, with Benny Garner as
director.

Carlsbad. The 1977'78 off icers are
Speakers for this session were Moderator Karel Smith, Clerk Katie

the Rev. Lonnie Palmer, missionary Pinson and Promotional Secretary
to lvory Coast, West Af rica; Rev. W. John Jeffrey. The 1978 meeting will
W. Winters, host pastor; Rev. Roger be held at Faith Memorial Chapel
McOlellan, pastor of First Church, Free Will Baptist Church, Carlsbad,
Hobbs; and the Rev. T. B. Gartman, April 14,15.

TENNESSEE ASSOCIATION FOßMALLY OPPOSES TWO UPCOMING MOTI()N PICTURES
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ERWIN, TENN.-The Appalachian
Association of Tennessde Free Will
Baptists approved a resolution in
their meeting April 16, 1977, to
formally oppose the making,
distribution and showing of the
films, "The Passover Plot" and
"The Many Faces of Jesus," or any
other film of like import in the United
States.

By their action they are giving
support to the organization, lnter-
faith Committee Against Blasphemy,
which was organized in Glendale,
California, to oppose the distribution

of such pornographic and
blasphemous motion pictures and to
make the public aware of the exist-
ence of such films in order to mar-
shall opposition, The 2 films under
question reportedly defile and mock
the divine nature of Jesus as the Son
of God, picture Christ as a homo-
sexual, and otherwise are porno-
graphic in nature. A spokesman.
says they constitute blasphemy.

The resolution stated that the
major part of the activities of the
Appalachian Association "are direc-
ted toward youngsters of our com-

munities wherein the churches seek
to aid and guide young people
morally. " The existence and
showing of such films undermines
and destroys not only the efforts of
Christians within the association but
also the basic moral fiber of today's
society. Therefore, the association
urges opposition to such filth by all
means at the Christian's disposal.

The Rev. Winford Floyd, pastor of
First Free Will Baptist Church, Eliza-
bethton, is moderator of this associ-
ation.



KENTUCKY C()NGREGATION
LIOUIDATES CHURCH
INDEBTEDNESS

ASHLAND, KY.-April 17 was
victory day for the Second Free Will
Baptist Church when Pastor Eddie
Dollar led the congregation in burn-
ing the mortgage on their building.

A congregation of over 300 wit-
nessed the burning of the bank note
during the morning worship. The
Rev, Bob Shockey, Nashville, Ten-
nessee, former paslor and now
dírector of the Home Missions De-
partment of the National Associa-
tion, delivered the morning
message. Other special guests
include Rev. Wallace Adkins,
speaker for the afternoon service;
Rev. Redford Meadows, former
pastor who delivered the evening
message; and Rev. Herman
McFaddin, soloist for the day.

The church concluded the victory
day celebration with communion
and feet washing services.

ANNUAL BIBLE CONFERENCE
INITIATED AT
SALEM BIBLE COLLEGE

SALEM, FLA.-The Bible confer-
ence conducted on the campus of
Salem Bible College May 11-13 was
the first of what President Graeme
Savage states will become an an-
nual event. Speakers for the
occasion were D. L. Bright, pastor of
Pilgrim Rest Church, Lakeland,
Florida, and president of United
Free Will Baptists; Executive Secre-
tary Rufus Coffey of the National
Association of Free Will Baptists;
and President Savage.

A good lay representation, pas-
tors from more than a dozen
churches, and approximately S0
high school students swelled attend-
ance to a peak of 147 for the Thurs-
day night session. Twenty-eight high
school students met in a special
college orientation session and ex-
pressed interest in enrolling at
Salem Bible College.

During the past quarter, 34
students were enrolled in the day
and night classes on the campus.
President Savage states that he ex-
pects a substantial enrollment in-
crease for the fall quarter.

NEW STEWARDSHIP PROGRAM MATERIALS OFF THE PRESS

NOTE BURNING-Celebrating the liquidation of the chutch's indebtedness by burning the
mortgage- were, left to r¡ght, (back row) Bert McFaddin, Edward Meadows, chartey slmþson,
George Branham, Frcnk Branham and James Barttey; (seconc! row) Lewis aond, Þnil panei-
son, Bob Low and w. L Carter; (front row) Bob shockey, Larry Branham, virgit waltace and
Pastot Edd¡e DollaL

NASHVILLE, TENN.-Realizing that
stewardship is a vital dimension
lacking in many Free Will Baptist
churches, the National Sunday
School Department is making
available new materials designed to
aid Free Will Baptist pastors and lay
leaders in fulfilling this missing
dimension.

The new materials were
correlated and compiled by Dr. J. D.
O'Donnell, editorial manager of the
Free Will Baptist Sunday School
Department and Moderator of the
National Association.

These materials come in 4 color
and include a step-by-step program
for effective utilization. Among the
materials are booklets entitled "All

of Mine for Him" by Georgia pastor
Damon C. Dodd and "The Greater
Stewardship" by Eddie Dollar, a
Kentucky pastor. Other helps
include stewardship posters,
bulletin inserts with stewardship
messages, tithing commitment
cards, and tithing budget promoter
folders.

To aid the pastor in making full
use of all the materials, Dr,
O'Donnell states there is a
suggested program of planning
beginning B weeks before the com-
mitment day as well as other organi-
zational helps. These may be
ordered from the Sunday School
Department, P.O, Box 17306,
Nashville. Tennessee 37 21 7 .

SCHO()L CHILDREN'S SIGN ST(lPS PRESIDENT CARTER

BRUNSWICK, GA.-The sign held
by several students from the
Brunswick Christian Academy read,
"Mr. President, please stop," He
couldn't resist.

So Jimmy Carter waded hip deep
into a crowd of screaming school
children that Monday morning, May
30. He patted heads, shook hands
and hugged shoulders, President
Carter told the youngsters, "Thank
you all for stopping me. I'm glad to
see you all." He also teasingly
added, "l don't want you all to get
mad at me now because you are out
of class."

The President was enroute back
to nearby Saint Simon lsland after
bidding his wife Rosalynn farewell
on her Latin American tour at the
Brunswick Airport. That Memorial
Day morning Carter's 9-yearold
daughter Amy was with her father
when they stopped to greet the
youngsters,

Brunswick Christian Academy is
sponsored by First Free Will Baptist
Church, Brunswick. Classes are
offered from nursery level through
grade 8. Paul Davis is pastor, and
Horace Gaskins serves as principal
of the school.
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(continued )

OHIO B(lOKSTORE BEGINS

SERVICE FOR FREE WILL
BAPTIST B()OK C()LLECTORS

COLUMBUS, OH.-The Ambassa-
dor Bible Bookstore, owned by the
Ohio State Association of Free Will
Baptists, is making available to book
collectors several copies of older
Free Will Baptist books and other
published works. Directing this new
outreach is Alton Loveless, promo-
tional secretary for Ohio Free Will
Baotists.

A free search service for older
books and out of orint publications
has also been initiated. However,
the service is limited primarily to
religious and theological books, ac-
cording 1o Mr. Loveless.

Those who desire a list of
available books and their prices
should send the request with a
stamped, self-addressed envelope
to Mr. Loveless, Ambassador Bible
Bookstore. P.O. Box 07759. Colum-
bus, Ohio 43207. Any individual who
has Free Will Baotist books or
materials they want to sell may also
contact M r. Loveless.

CCC GRADUATES SIX SENIORS

FRESNO. CALIF.-California Chris-
tian College graduated 6 seniors
Friday, May 13, in an B P.m. com-
mencement exercise. NearlY 300
people crowded into the college
auditorium to hear Dean Jack
Williams deliver the congratulatory
address and to wilness the presen-
tation of the bachelor of science in
theology degrees.

Mrs. Melba Sue Hibbard, a native
of El Sobrante, California, garnered
class valedictorian honors. Tim
Rolen claimed salutator¡an status.
Tim is a Fresno residenl.

Three seniors also earned Evan-
gelical Teacher Training Association
certificates in addition to their B.S.
degrees, according to President
Wade Jernigan.

DUPLICATES ?

NEWLY REM()DELED SANCTUARY
DOUBLES SEATING CAPACITY
()F GEORGIA CHURCH

COLUMBUS, GA.-Providence
Free Will Baptist Church doubled
the seating capacity of its
auditorium during a recent
remodeling project. The auditorium
now seats 300 people. Pastor James
Shields states the auditorium
includes all new furniture, baptistry,
additional lighting, and air condition-
ing. The new addition has been
appraised at $36,000.

During 1976 the church received
77 new members and is already
nearing that mark at the halfway
point of 1977. Pastor Shields has set
a goal of 100 new members for this
year. The congregation recently
garneied second place in the Spring
Sunday School Enlargement Con-
test and reached a high of 105 in
CTS attendance.
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CHURCH PERSONNEL CHANGES

These changes in Free W¡ll Bapl¡st
pastoral and other church personnel
are provided by CONTACï Magazine
as a service lo its readers. No person
will be listed as having left a place of
service until he is called officially to
serve wilh anolher congregalion.

PASTORATES

ARIZONA
Denn¡s Petty¡ohn to Trinity Church,

Phoenix f rom Norwalk Church,
Norwalk, California.

ARKANSAS
Douglas Johnston to First Church,

Hot Springs f rom associate
pastorsh¡p, First Ghurch, Haskell,
Oklahoma

Bobby Stewart to First Church,
Greenwood from First Church, Hot
Springs

Dale Underuood to Mt. Pleasant
Church, Hamburg from First Church,
Greenwood

Roy Wilson to Southside Church,
Searcy f rom Greenbrier Church,
Greenbrier

O. D. Winfrey lo Alice Brooks
Church, Pocahontas from Oak Grove
Church, Smithville

GEORGIA
Billy Sharpston to Bellview Church,

Colquitt from First Church, Vernon,
Alabama

KANSAS
Charles MurPhY to First Church,

Emporia lrom Chickasha Church,
Chickasha, Oklahoma

KENTUCKY
Herman McFaddin to SandY CitY

Church, Catlettsburg f rom First
Church, Smithville, MississiPPi

MISSOURI
Dan Martin to Cuba Church, Cuba

from Salem Church, Salem
Grover Terry to Southside Church,

St. Louis from First Church, Wich¡ta,
Kansas

Frank Giunta to First Church, CaPe

Girardeau from Miamisburg Church'
Miamisburg, Ohio

Wayne Williams to Sikeston Church,
Sikeston

NORTH CAROLINA
Billy Buchanan to F¡rst Church,

Slanley lrom Liberty Church, Vernon,
Alabama

Van Dale Hudson to Trin¡ly Church,
Greenville f rom f ull-time evangelism

oHto
Bearl Gamb¡ll to Elm Tree Church,

St. Paris

OKLAHOMA
Ray Price to First Church, Stroud

from Blue Bell Church, Sapulpa
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The members of Flret FWB Church, Mur.
lreesboro, Tennosseo, must be trying to tell
the¡r pastor Dr. J. D. O'Donnell something.
Dr. O'Donnell currently resides in Nashville,
but as of June 1, 1977, the members were
well on their way to furnish¡ng the parsonage
which is localed adjacent to the church.
Somebody left a W. Someone else gave an
easy chair. Another family loaned a dinelte
set, and now the pastor is asking for a win-
dow air cond¡tioner. Dr. O'Donnell is modera-
lor of lhe National Assoc¡at¡on of Free Will
Baptists and is editorial manager with the
National Sunday School Deparlment.

"Love makes the world go 'round." At
least that's the song the people in the Vlllage
Chapel FWB Church, Ceres, Callfornla, are
sing¡ng these days. Adrlan Condlt is pastor.
On a recent Sunday morning there was joy in
the camp as families came forward together
to break their Love Loaves. When the wave of
excilement had subsided and the money was
counted, a total of $476.75 had been given
through Love Loaves. With a few loaves still
to be counted, the pastor expected gifts to
exceed the $500 mark. Moneys collected
through the Love Loaf method will go to
World Vision to be used in its worldwide
ministries and to Free Will Baptist missions.

Here is one of those very serious chuckles
that gels included in a church bulletin every
once in awhile. Paelor Don Hlcks, Flrst FWB
Church, Vero Beach, Florlda, included a
spiritual test in the weekly bulletin. The
statement was, "l cannot altend Sunday
night services because. . . ." Listed below
were 9 reasons thal were suitable for not
being in church. They included, "Too tired,
my only time at home, visiting, company at
our home, movies, jusl not interested, too
much church, favorite W program, and
sports activ¡ties." Then the bottom line
stated, "Tear off here, and mail to God." This
was to be done alter members checked the
appropriate blank.

The flutter of degrees and certilicales is
becoming quite common in Hamllton FWB
Church, Hamllton, Alabama. Paslor W. B.
Hughee has 2 members of his church who
recently graduated from Free Will Baptist
Bible College, Nashville, Tennessee; 2 more
who plan to attend FWBBC this fall: a deacon
who is receiv¡ng the preliminary Evangelical
Teaching Training Association certificate at
Alabama Bible lnstitute graduation exercises;
and 5 members who received ETTA credit
cards in services at a recent Sunday morning'service. Pastor Hughes ls no stranger to

i educalional attainments. He was a student at
FWBBC when he was well pasl the age when
mosl men hang up thelr scholastic boots.

Pastor Conn¡o Carlker and the Wost Tulsa

FWB Church, Tulsa, Oklahoma, seem to
have a large corner of the market on out-
standing students in Oklahoma. One of his
members, Paula Coflman, was selected as
the outstanding student at Hillsdale College,
Moore. Another member Allen Rogers was
the editor of the Hillsdale College yearbook,
The Hatvester. Phllllp Vender was chosen
student of the year in Bixby high school. And
just to prove that students who attend West
Tulsa like school, Pastor Cariker noted that
Wlllle Schooley has f inished 7 years of public
school without missing a day. Willie will be a
senior next year.

Two new church buses rolled onto the
church lot at Sherwood Forost FWB Church,
El Sobrante, Callfornla. Dr. Mllburn Wllson is
pastor. Two members recently made a trek
back east and localed the buses. This is one
church that really needs them. The midweek
reminder noted thal bus riders totaled 184 on
a recent Sunday, and that was considered a
slow Sunday. Two members recently
graduated from Calllornla Chrlstlan College.
They are Gayla Vanderburg and Melba
Hlbbard.

Two new laces are scheduled for Bethany
Chrlsllan School. Gary and Ann Malnes will
be moving this summer to Norlolk, Vlrglnla,
where Gary will assume responsibilitles as
principal of the school. Gary earned his B.A.
degree from FWBBC and a M.A. degree from
Bob Jones University. He is one of those
fellows who has not outgrown his wife educa-
tionally. Recently, he has been working while
Ann completed her education. Ann is the
daughter of Dr. and Mrs. Charles Thigpen. Dr.
Thigpen is dean of FWBBC. She gradualed
this June from Bob Jones Univers¡ly al the
head of her class of 700. Bethany Chrlstlan
School is an oulreach of Belhany FWB
Church. Galen Dunbar is paslor.

Flrst FWB Church, Berkeley, Mlssourl,
inlends to consistently average 200 by the
end of lhis year. Therefore, according lo the
law of growth, they have sel a goal to enroll
418 by that time. With the proposed budget of
jusl over $62,000 lor 1977-78, Pastor Blll Van
Wlnkle and his members have designated
almost 20 percent of the tolal income to
outside giving.

It's rally around the marker time in Ala-
bama. At a unique Mother's Day program at
Mounl Morlah FWB Church, Ethelsvllle, a
historical marker was unveiled. The marker
designated the Mount Moriah Church as the
oldest Free Will Baotisl Church in Alabama
and named her the "Mother Church." Dennls
Klzzlre is pastor. The church recenlly added
a new facet to Wednesday serv¡ces called
m¡ssionary time. A member does research on
some Free Will Baptist missionary and then
each Wednesday night shares his findings.

While the entire nalion seems lo be crying
for rain, members of Northwost FWB
Church, Oklahoma Clty, Oklahoma, received
a rather wet surprise recently. The press
room where their m¡dweek paper, The
Guiding ¿tgñf, is printed fell victim to local
flash flooding. Four inches of water swirled
across lhe floor as workers came in to ore-
pare the publication for printing. However,
lhe waler subsided, and the presses rolled.
Besides, as Paslor Jemes Murrry staled,
"We needed the rain."

Head'¡ FltB Church, Cedar Hlll, Ton.

ne88eo, wants ¡ts pastor Ron Parker to be
comfortable while he prepares his sermons.
The pastor's study has taken on a new look. lt
is now bigger and sports a new ceiling,
freshly paneled walls, and a brand-new
carpet on the floor.

What would Capltol FWB Church,
Oklahoma Clty, Oklahoma, do wilh 518 bus
riders? Pastor Homer Young may have to
solve this problem. A recent issue of Iñe
Outreach, his church publication, stated that
264 persons had been bused to church on a
recent Sunday. "We could double our bus
attendance this year," lhe paper claimed.
Brother Young seems to be doing his part to
make this dream come true. He is deeply
involved in a "Beat the Pastor" campaign. He
has taken a bus route and is threatening to
have 100 ride his bus.very soon.

Ground-breaking services were conducled
in Wlchlta Falls, Texae, on May 15 as lhe
Flrst FWB Church girded itself for construc-
tion of a 53'x 80' expansion project. Paslor
Earl Scrogglns wrote a nole lo his people
assuring them they would have to heed Paul's
advice in Bomans 12:1 aboul a l¡ving sacrif¡ce
if they expected the building to be completed.
Pastor Scroggins reminded them that no
dead sacrifice would build the building, drive
nails, lay carpet, pour concrete, work after
hours or be understanding wives.

what w¡th the summer slump about to h¡t
mosl Free Will Bapt¡st churches, Paetor Bon
Scolt, Flrsl FWB Church, North Llttle Rock,
Arkansas, got the jump on prospective ab-
sentees in his midweek news. The pastor
reminded his members that the church pays
the price of weekend camping trips, visits to
relatives and friends, and members who use
the Lord's Day to sleep late. With members
gone, preachers get cranky; teachers get dis-
couraged; revival spirit wanes; and the world
teeters on the very brink of deslruction.

Tupelo FWB Church, Tupelo, Mlsslsalppl,
inaugurated a children's church with 28
youngsters the first week. Four weeks later
over 50 br¡ght-eyed young people were a part
of the children's church congregation. Bllly
Bovan ¡s pastor of the Mississippi church.

Hand a rose to the Church Training Service
of Fhst FWB Church, Dosolo, ¡llssourl. lt
has received the Century Award, given by the
National CTS Department to churches which
average 100 or over in CTS for a quarter. This
Missouri church has averaged over 100 for 2
quarters. Charlee L. Mlller is pastor.

One church has discovered the fa¡th
promise system not only works for the cause
of missions, but it also is quite successful in
paving local church parking lots. Grace FWB
Church, Rocky Mount, Norlh Carollna,
needed $2.500 to cover the cost of lhis
property improvement. Members are
pledging $5-$10 a month or more above their
tithes, of course, to defray the expenses.
Pastor Robcrl Durham and his assistant Bllly
Ko¡th couldn't be happier.

More Free Will Baplist pastors are taking
act¡ve roles in the community other lhan
ministering solely to their local flocks. Ptltor
Rlchard Cordcll, Guln F\tB Ghurch, Guln,
Alabama, was recently afforded a com-
munity-wide opportunity when he was
designated baccalaureale speaker at the
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CURRENTLY. . .(cont.)

Randy Cox is pastor of Flrst FWB Church,
Ralslgh, North Carollna. Th¡s lively
congregation is planning a new educalional
building this year. lt is all on the drawing
board. ln September, 1977, the church wiil
open Raleigh Christian Academy and kindeÊ
garten for students ages 4 through second
grade. Doug Henderson serves as associate
to lhe pastor.

Peslor Carl Young, Petaluma FWB
Church, Pelaluma, Calllornla, is wearing a
wide grin these days. One recent Sunday's
records showed 59 visitors in Sunday school.
ïhe California congregation began a primary
church, and in its third Sunday 42 boys and
girls attended. One member of the congrega-
tion, Mlgs Sheryl Holder, was named recip-
ienl for the 1977 Church Training Service
scholarsh¡p at CCC. Sheryl was also named
the outstanding sludent at CCC this year.

Rocky Pa3s FWB Church, Marlon, North
Carollna, has mainlained a 21 percent
growlh increase each year for lhe past 23
years. ln 1954 total membersh¡p was 71 . ln
1977 membership totaled 395 with 344 of
lhese being on the aclive roll. Properly value
is near $300,000, including church facilities,
parsonage, fellowship building, additional
house wilh 8 acres,3 buses, one van, and 2
extra lols of land. The 41st ann¡versary home-
com¡ng on May 15 celebrated the continuing
upsurge in the church's growth. Rev. A. C.
Truluck pastors.

Pastor Jaaon Salyer and the Flrat FWB
Church, Shelby, North Carollna, have
decided to get the most mileage possible out
of their church building. Where many
churches only use their facilities 5 to 6 hours
per week and the rest of the time the
structures are unused, this is not the case in
Shelby. Negot¡ations have been concluded
with Twelve Oaks Academy, an independent
Christian school, to use lhe church facilities
Monday through Friday for instruclion.
Twelve Oaks Academy is accredited by the
North Carolina School System. They
currenlly enroll 32 studenls ¡n grades 6-12
and ma¡ntain a faculty of 4.

"Loyalty Day" may sound like an unusual
name for homecoming, but that's the way
lhings are at Belhol FWB Church, Ashland
Clty, Tennerago. Pastof Jlm Turnbough
reported that on the most recent Loyalty Day
3 were saved: 225 were present; and an
offering of $4,157.08 was presented. Bethel
has been in a constant state of revival lately
with 9 souls saved and I rededications. The
pastor is stressing use of lhe church library
for members who want good books to read.

Because everybody loves a winner, Pastor
Rutsoll Spurgeon and the Trlnlty FWB
Church, Brldgoton, tloaourl, have gone the
extra mile in congratulating their Bible Bowl
team that did not win the state competilion.
Trinity's enlry captured second place and,
lherefore, will very likely not be representing
the slate in lhe national competit¡on. But the
Trinity news bulletin praised the members of
the team for their display of good character
and Christian attitude. Both the comoelitors
and the coach were commended for their dili-

gence in study while preparing for the state
CTS competition.

Who said teenagers don't know how to say
thank you? The Hlgh Teen Class, Shlloh FWB
Chu¡ch, Erlstol, Vlrglnla, surely do. ln a
recenl issue of the church newslelter, the
class welcomed a new member, listed the
off icers elected for the coming year and then
at the bottom of lhe¡r paragraph inserted this
sentence. "We would like to thank the
deacon board and the members of the
church for letl¡ng us put up the basketball
goal. We ask that no one use the goal during
the church services." Hats off to the Shiloh
High Teen Class. Walter L. Statzor is pastor.

Pastor Wllllam Travls is thinking ahead.
Flret FWB Church, Thomaston, Georgla,
completed remodeling of the church. After
expressing lhanks lo each member for his
help, the pastor then suggested that each
member could demonstrate to the Lord how
he appreciated lhe use of God's building by
keeping all unnecessary items out of church

-items like loys, gum, candy and papers. He
concluded, "This is the Lord's house, nol a
playhouse or a snack shop."

An Oklahoma oaslor shared with his con-
gregat¡on that he had mental reservations
concerning churches with large day-care
centers. Paslor Jerry Dudley informed the
Slratlord FWB Church, Stratlord, Oklahoma,
thal while he had been involved in such
churches, he repeatedly faced the question
of whelher the church contribuled to the
further breakdown of home and mother care
by so doing. Somelime ago Pastor Dudley
resolved it was his desire that every mother
with a small child should cease her employ-
ment outs¡de the home and care for the ch¡ld
God gave her. Dudley felt it would be in better
¡nlerest of the home to shul down the child-
care cenler and send mother home wilh the
children. However, since most working
mothers either would not or could not leave
their iobs, it was decided to at least afford the
children a Christian environment during the
oay.

Have you ever been to a Jolly 60's Day?
Eastsldo FWB Church, Ellzabethton, Ten.
nossee, sponsored one on May 15. On that
day lhe senior cilizens were honored; all
special singing was done by folks over 60
years of age; and the church had a senior citi-
zens speaker, Brother Carl Osborne. Rlchard
Adame is pastor.

Did you know that TV will help you grow as
a Christian, slrengthen your church, reach
people for Christ, and glorify Christ and the
church? That's whal Pastor Buddy Henry told
the Cordoya FWB Church, Cordova, Ala.
bama. TV will do all this the pastor assured
the congregation if TV stands for Thursday
V¡sitation.

Flret FWB Church, New Caelle, lndlsna, is
go¡ng into the mountain mov¡ng business.
Pastor Dan O'Donnell informed his congre-
gation that the mountain of $20,000 indebted-
ness had to be moved before the church
could expect the attendance lo cl¡mb higher.
With Sunday school capacity of 250 and
altendance ala214 average for 1976, Pastor
O'Donnell and his people are at lhe foot of
that mountain.

Tennc¡¡ee'e newest home mission church
al Lcbcnon averaged 32 ¡n attendance lor

the month of May, according to missionary
pastor Wallace Hayes. He adds the grealest
achievements have been the 5 salvat¡on
decisions witnessed and the 3 rededications
made.

Flrst FWB Church, Decatur, llllnols, will
host a Pastor's and Worker's Conference
September 12-14. The event is being
sponsored by the district associations w¡thin
the state. Speakers will include Ohio pastor
Paul lhompson, Alabama pastor Tom
Malone, and General Director Bob Shockey
and Assistant D¡rector Roy Thomas of the
National Home Missions Department, Nash-
ville. Tennessee.

Rev. Paul Thompson and the congregation
of lhe Welch Avenue FWB Church, Colum-
bus, Ohlo, honored a lellow member, Mr.
John Conner, on his 100th birthday in the
morning service May 1. Mr. Conner, who
survives with a oacemaker in his heart.
test¡fied, "l'm an old warrior for Christ." He
was reached for lhe church by Dlck Lawlor.
the director of the senior citizens m¡nislry.

During the firsl quarter ol 1977 lhe
members of Flrsl FWB Church, Moore, Okla.
homa, gave $4,31 1.39 to outside causes
through the d¡strict lreasurer. Pastor Dan
Farmer commended his people for the¡r failh-
fulness during the winter months and noted
that Moore Ghurch was ranked third in the
association in outside giving during this
quarter.

Flrst FWB Church, Searcy, Arkansas, has
begun conslruction on ils new auditorium and
educational complex. Ground-breaking
services were observed Sunday,April 3, 1977.
Pastor Howard Hensley stated the new
church. which is located on a 3-acre tract on
Highway 36 West, will feature an auditorium
to accommodale 320.

The congregation of the Maplewood FWB
Church, Ba8trop, Loulslana, is now oc-
cupying its new church building on Naff
Street. The first services were held April 3,
1977. Prior to lhe move to the new location,
lhe church was known as South Washington
FWB Church, according to Pastor Ralph
Fowler.

Clough Plke FWB Church, Clnclnnatl,
Ohlo, recently experienced a different kind of
revival, and Pastor Wlllls Booth is thrilled. ln
3 days 48 souls were won to Christ lhrough
door-todoor visitation. Garland Roberts, a
deacon ol Welch Avenue FWB Church,
Columbug, Ohlo, spent 3 days with the
people of the Clough P¡ke Church teaching
them by example the ministry of door-lGdoor
v¡sitation. Mr. Roberls used part of his vaca-
t¡on time to help th¡s church. That, 1oo, is a
commendable gesture on the part of a
Christian brother.

ln August, 1975, approximately 4 years
after the doors of Weavoro Chapol FWB
Church, Eatosvlllo, Arkan¡a¡, were locked,
interested families reooened.the church as a
mission. With improvements ¡n the physical
plant and an increase in attendance, lhe
church was formally reorganized in January,
1977; and the charter was closed ¡n March
with 28 members. Paslor Konneth Manuel
and those who labored on behalf of this work
prove the devil may win. lhe battle momen-
tar¡ly, but the f inal victory ¡s to lhose who are
failhful.
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One year pefect attendance in Sunday
school is good, but a record of 10 or more
years, as 2 young men from Harmony FWB
Church, Russellvllle, Arkangag, have
earned, ¡s a commendable achievement.
Superintendent Blll Hanklns presented the
perfect altendance pins to Mark Bowdon, age
1 1 , who had a 1 0 year record, and to Thomao
Bowden, age 1 3, who had perfect allendance
for 11 years. Bob Alexander is pastor.

Cedar Grove FWB Church, Parkersburg,
Wesl Vlrglnla, is about lo outgrow its store-
front church building and is, therefore, look-
ing for property on which to build. Since the
Rev. Bornard Thrash accepted the pastorate
in July, 1976, Sunday school altendance has
doubled to its present average of 60.
Offerings have increased nearly $100 per
week. The church is now part of the Erother-
hood Assoc¡atlon of Weet Vlrglnla Free Wlll
Baptlsts.

The bus ministry of the Flrst FWB Church,
Dayton, Ohlo, is enjoying an increased
outreach. Wilh an average ol 180 riders per
Sunday in April, the church added a sixth bus
on May 1, which will cover a route in lhe Fair-
born area. Hobart Ashby ¡s pastor.

Mrc. Ethol Thompson's tenure of 32 years
as clerk of Mlssourl's Norlhoast Yearly Con-
ference d¡d nol go unnoticed in a recent con-
ference session. Modorator Kont Tallont
recognized her taithfulness wilh an award
and an appropriate commendation. Mrs.
Thompson is a member of the Flrst FWB
Church, Klrkevllle.

The auditorium of the Walnul FWB
Church, Myrtle, Mlseourl, was recently
remodeled to include paneling, padding on
lhe pews, and new carpets. Additional
improvements have also been made in the
kitchen area. Rev. Charles Gowers is pastor.

Ground breaking for lhe new Sunday
school annex at the Manslleld FWB Church,
Manefleld, Ohlo, was an event of Easter
Sunday. The provision of additional space w¡ll
come none too soon as lhe attendance
reached 322 on a recent Sunday. Pastor Fred
Dutlon reports decisions are being made
regularly.

Construction is underway for the
educational addition lo the Wostervlllo FWB
Church, Wostorylllo, Ohlo. The additional
space will provide more room for the growing
junior church as well as additional classroom
space'and a full kitchen. Delmar Sparks
pastors.

Northoaet FWB Church, Shawnee, Okla-
homa, is seeing new life under the leadership
of Pastor Robort Scrogglns. He accepted the
church a few months ago when attendance
and linances were at a low ebb. Sunday
school altendance has increased to an
average of 59, and giving is up.

Paslor Danlel Gaoklns and the
congregation of Bcthel FWB Church,
Rlchton, Mleeleelppl, are planning to be in
their new building the first Sunday of July.
The men of the church.have been doing the
ma¡ority of lhe work.

Tho Freo Wlll Bapl¡st Bookstoro,
Okl¡homa Clty, Oklahoma, is taking on a new
look. Several sections of additional shelving
have been installed, and new carpel has been
laid in part of lhe store and in Manager Ray
¡lertln's office 
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CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE

PART X

By Leroy Forlines

The previous article discussed
the worldwide responsibility of the
church. That responsíbility needs to
be viewed from another angle. What
are the specific areas where the
church is responsible?

Those who subscribe to liberal
theology have felt that the church
should involve itself in reshaping
society. ln seeking to fulfill this re-
sponsibilily, they have frequently
supported legislation that would
reshape society. lt is easy to see
why they take this approach since
liberalists believe in Universalism, a
doctrine teaching that all people will
be with God for eternity. They deny
the doctrine of an eternal hell. lf
there is no problem about the next
life, it follows that the church would
direct its concerns to making a
better world in this life.

ln recent years many evangelical
Christians have advocated a church
involvement that has goals similar to
that of liberalism. The difference is
that the approach is to be based on
conservative theology rather than
liberal theology. This approach has
raised questions and created
concerns.

There can be no doubt that
Christianity has implications for
every area of life. The Christian
must be concerned about sickness,
suffering and injustice. I believe the
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answer to the problem of how this
concern is to be shown is found in
distinguishing the difference
between the scope of the responsi-
bility of the church and the scope of
Christian responsibility. Christian
responsibility is broader than church
responsibility. The church is to
involve itself in the ministry of
redemption. This is done by obeying
the Great Commission (Matthew
28:19,20: Mark 16:15; Luke
24:47,48; and Acts 1 :8),

Christian respons¡bility, in addi-
tion to carrying out the Great
Commission, calls for applying
Christian values to every contact of
life. lt is the responsibility of the
church to educate the Chr¡stian in
Christian values. The Christian is to
practice these in his everyday life.
He is concerned about suffering,
sickness and injustice. He may
choose to work for legislation in
these areas, but he does this as a
private citizen.

Only in very extreme cases that
pose a strong threat to the church
should a church seek to speak as a
church to influence legislation or
programs administered by civil
government. As private c¡tizens,
Christians have a right and
somet¡mes an obligation to speak
out in support of political
candidates. However, the church
should avoid public endorsement of
a particular candidate. Because it is
difficult to separate the action of a
pastor from the action of a church, it
is usually wise for a pastor to refrain
from active polilical involvement.

We want to avoid involving the
church in the political processes
except in very rare cases, but the
individual Christian must live out in
his contacts with people all that it
means to "love thy neighbor as thy-
self" (Matthew 22:39). I
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OUR WOMEN SPEAK

By Heddy Chapman

What's a budget? lf anyone can
remain on a budget these days, he
must have extraordinary powers. ln
the Chapman. household, we have
come to the point where most me-
chanical things are beginning to
break down one by one. Some, such
as the power mower which is only 2
years old, are not ancient.

My husband Scotchy is learning
to be plumber and general mechan-
ic since the budget demands more
effort on our part. As he struggles
with the innards of these faulty
appliances, I pray-earnestly. By
repairing it ourselves, the power
mower required parts amounting to
$7. When the motor purred, Scotchy

WHEN THE BUDGET
BATKS

ran into the house saying, "lt works.
Did you pray?"

About a week later, the refriger-
ator refused to function. As I prayed
again, Scotchy "shuggled" it all
about, as the Scots say. Soon we
heard the sound of the motor
running. Thirty minutes later,
however, it stopped again. We went
through the same procedure, and
the refrigerator began humming.
That afternoon we decided to look at
new refrigerators just in case.
Happily, ours has lasted another
year.

Several weeks ago the toaster
defaulted. I did not know Scotchy
was in the kitchen trying to repair it.
ln a few moments he showed me a
handful of wires, "You're not

praying," he declared. "But I didn't
know you had started to repair it," I

explained.
I have heard toast-scraping

sounds for some weeks now as the
poor man waits to buy just the right
toaster. True to his innate Scottish
nature, he is looking for a bargain,

Scotchy discovered that the
washer has a worn-out bearing in
the main shaft (whatever that
means). But he has been advised to
let the machine conk out as it would
cost an exorbitant fee just to have
someone look at it. lts piteous
groans still make me wonder when
that fine day will be. The television is
beginning to have its problems, but
we would not consider that a great
loss. Meanwhile, we keep on pray-
ing.

Even if Scotchy does all the work,
I think prayer has played a large part
even. in these mundane details of
everyday living. (Please excuse me
as I want to check with the
"plumber" about a leaking faucet.)

ABOUT THE WRITER: Mrs. Chapman is a
Írequent contr¡þutot to CONTACT, who bases
most of het wilt¡ng upon personal exper¡-
ences. Såe ¡s a membq of Bethany Free W¡il
Baptist Church, Norfolk, Virginia. A

ON
THE MISSION

FRONTS

Compiled

By Slaff

One of the eveÊpresenl obstacles to the
children's club ministry in Renneg, France, is
the opposition ol Catholic parents, according
to missionary Palsy Vanhook. This opposi-
tion has been very evident recently since
many of the children are preparinf to take
their first communion in the Catholic Church.
Miss Vanhook requesls prayer for one young
lady who will be taking communion and will no
longer be able to come to the club. The girl
needs to understand the truth of the Gospel
lhat she has received in the Good News Club

È so she will not be led astray by the doctrines
; of men.

= 
An openness to the Gospel was recently

É w¡tnessed in El Tlmrlo, Mcxlco, when Jcrry
9 Brron journeyed approximately 900 miles
È south of his mission station at CurdlhJarr to
õ preach lhe Gospel. Six adults wer€ con-
I verled. Over 70 gathered for the services.
ñ This is evidence that lhe new group desper-

ately needs a missionary pastor.
Mlselonary Lonnle Sparks, Madrld, Spaln,

reports that attendance for 2 Sundays in May
was good. One Sunday 41 were presenl and
the next Sunday 38.

Allan and LaRue Crowson will soon begin
the third trimester of language school since
they arrived in Albertylllo, Franco, last
January. Allan says, "We are certainly not
proficient, bul we are progress¡ng." They are
contemplating remaining in France after
August for further language school. The
Crowsons are missionary appointees to lvory
Coast, West Afrlca.

After conducting serv¡ces for a few weeks
in Nswark, Ohlo, national church extension
worker Elll Adklseon reports that altendance
is averaging 90 in Sunday school. During the
monlh of April there were 18 conversions and
14 joined the church. New convert classes
are being taughl. Permanent facililies are still
being sought.

Lynn and Ramonr M¡loy continue to ask
for physical strength and safety as they
adjust to life on the mission station at Doropo,
hory Coacl, Wost Atr¡ca. Recently they
discovered 2 spitt¡ng cobras, one ¡n their
house and one on the porch step. A third
cobra was found in the waler well by Dr.
l¡Vcrne Mllcy when he was making a routine
check of the supply. Although the homes are
built to keep out such ropt¡les, the snake
apparently entered the house lhrough a small
space adjacent to the opening for a pipe.

Lynn slates missionary personnel are
considering having 2 morning services at the
Doropo Stalion each Sunday, one in French
and one in Lobi. This would simplify services
because there would be no translating from
one tongue to another, and lhe time element
would be improved. They would probably
have an adult Sunday school class in Lobi
while the French worship serv¡ce was being
conducted. The orocedure would be reversed
for lhe second hour.

John Hall has been appointed as a Norlh
Carollna slate home missionary to Reldgvllle,
a city of 14,000 localed in Rockingham
County, where there is no Free Will Baptist
wilness. Formerly a pastor in Maryland,
Brother Hall is currently on itinerale services
try¡ng to underwr¡te this project. The missions
board is not able to financially assist the
Reidsville work at this time.

Mlselonary Jerry Plnkerton's need for a
motorcycle lo use at his mission station in
lvory Coast, West Africa, was recently met by
lhe Froomrn Chapol FWB Church, Stowarts.
vllle, Mlroourl. On the Sunday the Pinkerton
family were present for a missionary service,
the people responded with a love offering of
S1 ,334.30, exceeding the $1 ,000 challenge
Paator Vernon Mrggtrt had put before them
earlier.

Flr¡t FWB Church, Emporla, KansaE,
which was started as a joint project of the

(Please turn to page 30.)
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ARTICLE GIVES KEY
TO REVIVAL

The po¡nt of Laurc Belle Bamad's art¡cle
f"Prayer That Translorms the Chilst¡an and
Touches the Woild"l... that prcyet spa¡ks
revival could be a keynote ìn preparing lor a
rev¡val.... Most rev¡vals begin because
somebody has been praying day and night.
We must f¡rst touch God in prayer before we
can touch ou tellowman. We can see lafther
on our knees than on out feet.

lntercede! Supplicate! The spirit of prayer
is the sp¡t¡t of revival. Pout out your heail
beforc the Lord, and something will become
ol it. My prayer... ls: "Revive Thy work, O
Lord: and give refreshing showers,' the glory
shail be all thine own, and the bless¡ng, Lotd,
shall be ours."

A r nold W ood I iel, evangel lst
Marianna, Florida

LAYMAN PRAISES
OUALITY OF MAGAZINE

I really do like your upgraded CONTACL lt
is pilnted w¡th extreme carc and fine crcfts-
mansh¡p.

I am a printer, having my own shop at...
Oklahoma City. I serve as a deacon-pr¡nter,
serv¡ng Free Will Baptist churches in Okla-
homa and Kansas, as well as o¿her evangeli-
calChrist¡ans.

Years previously, I served on the staff fot
the SWORD OF THE LORD, DEFENDER'SOF
THE CHRISTIAN FAITH and MENNONITE
EVANGELICAL PÂESS. I feet t have
received... broad experience ¡n publ¡cation
øint¡ng and am gratelul to God for these
Christians and the Gospel by printed page.

You have my prcyer and support fot
futthet expansion and Çhristlan lyllness as
you continue to let "God use ink." Thank you,
andGodôless you and your stafÍ.

James Posar, Jr.
Notthwest Free W¡il Bapt¡st Chutch

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma

ENJ(IYS ''NEW'' CONTACT

L . . want to tell you how much I en¡oyed
the "new" CONTACT. I leel that the new size
will be able to aid our people more and w¡ll en-
courage suösc t¡pt¡ons.

Edd Grcen, ôus paslor
Fitst Frce Wiil BaptistChutch

Newpott News, Virginia

PRAISES EXCELLENT STAT¡ DARD

CONTACT magazine is better than ever! I
am enjoying the new and larger version ol our
monthly denom¡nat¡onal magazine. lt is a
crcd¡t to out church and out Lord. I especially
look fo¡ward to "Currently," the sect¡on
sett¡ng fotth local church news lrcm all
acrcss our tellowsh¡p.

Alter reading a rccent ed¡tion I ¡ust telt
impressed to wilte and compliment you. I
have noth¡ng to compla¡n about, just pra¡se.
Keep up the excellent standañ.

George C. Lee, pastot
Victoty Frce Wiil Bapt¡st Church

Goldsboro. North Carolina

EDITOR TAKES EXCEPTION TO
LAYMAN'S EXPLANATION OF
WINE FERMENTATION

Not wish¡ng fo cause any kind ol a lurmoil
or desiring to caruy an aryument too far, I stìll
feel, howeveL that I should l¡ke to comment
on a point or two with regard to the fermenta-
t¡on or unlermentat¡on of wlne.

According to the statements of the layman
ítom Ashland City, Íennessee, the Lord must
have tuned walet ¡nto a solut¡on conta¡n¡ng
alcohol when He performed that m¡racle.
fSee CONIACT, April, 1977, page 25.1 ll that
,s so, t/,en God is divided on the ¡ssue, lor at
one po¡nt long before the ¡ncarnation, the
Word of God clearly spoke an ¡nd¡ctnent
aga¡nst wine ancl the wlneblbber (Proverbs
20:1; 23:20a). Then simply to please His
earthly mothq and allord a group of wedding
celebrants the oppottun¡ty to imb¡be an
alcohol¡c bevercge, Christ turned water ìnto
alcohoL ll,ls does not iive, as they used fo
say.

Also, it was cited as an example ol un-
doubtful Christìan test¡mony that early Frce
W¡il Baptists in Eastern North Carolina drank
brandy "¡n moderat¡on-by the drcm." I be-
l¡eve that I can honestly say on the aulhot¡ty
of God's Word that this examqle is not one
that a true child of God should follow, Free
Wiil Baptists from Eastern North Carolina or
not! I gathq that their examples of tobacco
usage and owneßh¡p of slaves might also be
considered undoubtful Chtistian testimony ¡n
the mind of the above mentioned layman.

ln closing let me slmply ¡nsen someth¡ng I
lound in my copy of the General Conlerence
Minutes, 1841 sett¡ng, under the heading ol
"Temperance."

"(6.) Whereas therc appearc neither evi-
dence nor ground of lnference lrom
Scripture, lhaf Jesus Cht¡st ot tñe Apost/es
made use of fermented wine at the solemn
least at wh¡ch the Lord's Supper was insti
tuted, ot at any other time... Therefore,

'"(7.) RESOLVED, That ¡t ¡s by no means
essenlia/ fo the valid¡ty ol that ordinance, that
fermented w¡nes 0e used.

"(8.) RESOLVED, That we adv¡se the
churches to prcparc and use none but un-
lermented w¡ne at the Lod's Supper, and
that the Secretaty prcparc and ¡nsett ¡n the
Minutes a rccipe fot making such w¡ne.,

A. K. Moulton, Chairman
"'Recìpe lor making unfetmented w¡ne.

Take one pound of t/,e ôest kind ol rarsrns;

atter pick¡ng out the slems, rlnse them, and
pJt them in a quart ot pure water, ¡n a jar or
pitcher with a colton cloth tied ovet ¡ts mouth;
let them stand near the lire, ¡l ¡t be cold
weatheL lor one week, st¡rilng them every
day. Then stra¡n and press out the ¡u¡ce and
color ¡t with black cherry or black rcspbefty
iuice. This makes a beautilul sweet w¡ne lrce
lrom alcohol.

"The wine wh¡ch the Jews have always
prepared lor the¡r Passoyer in countries
where the grcpes are not rcadily obtained, is
made ¡n a similar manneï the use of fer-
mented w¡ne at l/,e Passover be¡ng ¡n the¡r
iudgment a prolanat¡on ol the inst¡lut¡on."

Jay R. Overman
Managing Editor

The New Morning Star (Rev¡s¡ted)

Yps¡lanti, M¡ch¡gan

PASTOR COMMENDS ARTICLE
...1 want to highly commend you tor N¡nt-

ing the atticle, "The Othq Side," by Graeme
Savage in your April issue ol CONTACT.

We need more Free Will Baptists ¡n out
countty who will dare to take a bold stand on
the race ¡ssue in the l¡ght ol Gad's Word.

The,church of which I am honored to Þe
the pâstot... published a rcsolution ¡n the
POTEAU NEWS in March of th¡s year
concern¡ng our desire to feilowsh¡p with
æople of the black rcce and accept¡ng mem-
berch¡p of ¡nterested born-again Chrìstians of
any rcce.

Thanks again for printing Mr. Savageb
article. I fully believe Godb smile of approval
is upon it.

Jack¡e W. Edwards, pastot
Royal Oak Free W¡il Eapt¡st Church

Cameron, Oklahoma

RECENT ARTICLES HELP
TO YOUNG PARENTS

The past articles on telev¡sion, witchcnft,
etc. have been most t¡mely tot us as young
parenls.

I appreciate the . . . magazine's m¡nistty. I
have sharcd my copies with . . . triends. One
. . . sadsñe wished [her denom¡nat¡on's mag-
azinel would step out and wite on Bible doc-
tilne as you have.

Mrs. James Rainey
Comanche, Texas

WANTS TO PROMOTE
MAGAZINE

I rcce¡ved my l¡rst copy ol CONTACT last
month, and I have cettainly en¡oyed it. I th¡nk
it is vety good; thercfore, I am try¡ng to prù
mote ¡t ¡n our Ladies Auxiliary.

Mß. Ann¡e Belle Beasley
Clayton, Notth Carclina
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Their

Part in the

Great

Commission

Cleo Pursell, executive
secrelary-lreasurer, analyzes

growth and goals of WNAC.

Q. Uo* tong has the WNAC been ir,
existence?

A. lt was organized in 1935, a few
months before the National Associa-
tion was organized.

Q, Wnat,s tåe reaso n for the desig-
nation woman's auxiliary as op-
posed to women's auxiliary?

A. lt has always been woman's
auxiliary. This is something that has
been debated for several years.
Really I don't know which is correct.
The only explanation I have heard
offered is that it is meant to
stimulate each individual woman to
develop every phase of her life in the
light of the Great Commission.

0. ¡t the time of the organization,
was WNAC recognized as a depart-
ment of the National Association?

A. t¡o. We are a subsidiary organi-
zation of the National Association
and voluntarily submit to its control.
The scope and character of our
work does conform to the general
program and promotional plan of the
National Association of Free Will
Baptists.

ln June, 1935, during the meeting
of the General Conference of Free
Will Baptists in Blackjack, North
Carolina, Mrs. Fannie Polston, who
was the auxiliary secretary, asked
that a committee be appointed to
organize a National Woman's Auxili-
ary Convention. Fifteen women from
Alabama, Florida, Georgia, South
Carolina, Tennessee and Texas
were appointed. We are very satis-
fied to be a help, or an auxiliary, to
the association rather than to be
supported directly by the National
Association.

Helping Women Fulf¡ll

"A few pasfors may have
had an unfortunate
exper¡ence'with the
woman's auxil¡ary at
sometime..,. But ma¡nly,
there is a lack of agree-
ment concerning the role
of women in the work of
the church."

0. Does the WNAC receive a
portion of the Cooperat¡ve Funds?
A. trlo. lf we received funds from
the Cooperative Fund, we would be
subject to having our officers and
program approved directlY bY the
delegates to the national convention
and not by the delegates to the
woman's auxiliary convention.

Q, rnen since you do not share in
the Cooperative Funds, how are You
supported?

A. We get a small amount of repre'
sentation dues annuallY. When I

came into office, dues were 10
cents per member Per Year.
Presently we receive $1.00 Per
member.

Also, we have the Co'Laborer
fund, which is supposed to be a
monthly contribution from the
churches. FormerlY, this was
divided among Free Will BaPtist
Bible College and Home and
Foreign Missions Departments.
WNAC received %. Since our auxili-



aries were supporting missions
through special projects, we felt the
enlire amount of lhe Co-Laborer
fund should come to WNAC.

Once a year we ask each auxili-
ary to observe WNAC Emphasis
Month. WNAC provides a program
kit for the auxiliaries. Use of these
materials is optional, but we have
visual aids and an informative
program. At the end of the program,
which presents the women's work to
the church, we ask that they receive
an annual offering for WNAC. This
special emphasis is a vital part of
our financial undergi rding.

Q, Wnen do the churches oÖse.ye
WNAC Emphasis Month?

A. fne time is optional. We suggest
August, but any month more con-
venient to their church program is
fine. We encourage all churches to
observe it sometime during the year,
but many of them do not.

Q. for what purpose þvas WNAC
establ¡shed?

A. We needed to draw our women
together, unify our work and identify
them under one name in order to
help our churches teach and sup-
port missions. ln those days we had
very few missionary-minded
pasrors.

Q. ls tnat same purpose continued
today?

A. Basically, our purpose is the
same. But since we have more
missions-minded pastors and
churches, under our new program of
work we put emphasis on helping
women become more missions
minded and helping them develop
their skills, abilities and God-given
talents. The purpose of a local
auxiliary is to help the woman fulfill
her part in the Great Commission.

Q, wnat means do you use to help
women fulfill their part in the Great
Commission?

A. Prayer has always been a vital
part of the woman's auxiliary work.
We have a 9:00 a.m. prayer fellow-
ship for worldwide missions. We en-
courage family altars, prayer groups
and intercessory prayers for
missionaries. We have 3 seasons of
prayer with special offerings for
National Home Missions, Foreign

Missions and state missions. At
each auxiliary meeting we have a
monthly prayer emphasis.

We suggest that at least 2
mission study courses be held
annually by each auxiliary and other
study courses as the members may
desire. Programs in Co-Laborer
Magazine frequently emphasize
missions.

Then we have mission action,
which is a new phase of our work.
This is love in action, taking
Christian love into all places and
situat¡ons where there are needs
and involving women in ministry and
witness outside the church walls.
The women reach those with
special needs, those whom the
church would not ordinarily reach
with the Gospel. lt includes, among
other things, going into institutions,
hospitals, nursing homes, children's
homes, and homes for unwed
mothers. Women are involved in
ministries to the sick, aged, deaf,
blind, handicapped, military per-
sonnel, migrant workers, and
neighbors and children through
Bible clubs and home Bible studies.

The shut-in leads a lonely life, but
women can do something about it.
They can write letters, run errands,
sew on buttons, etc.

0. The purpose for which WNAC
was estaö/ished and the reason it
exrsts today seem worthy. But there
appears to be a lack of appreciation
by a few men in our denomination,
especially paslors, for the work of
the woman's auxiliary. Why do they
not support an endeayor sucñ as
this?

A. Fortunately, this is not true in
very many areas. A few pastors may
have had an unfortunate experience
with the woman's auxiliary at some-
time. Others are perhaps unin-
formed about the real purpose of the
auxiliary. But mainly, there is a lack
of agreement concerning the role of
women in the work of the church.

0. You seern to have a con-
temporary emphasls which is more
inclusive than was originally in-
tended. How did tñis expansion of
efforts come about?

A. ln 1966 I suggested to president
Georgia Hill that we make a long-
range study. of the entire program to

see if there were areas which
needed updating. ln 30 years, times
had changed. Mrs. Hill agreed with
me, and in 1967 a study committee
of 5 women were appointed at our
convention. We made surveys
among pastors and auxiliary leaders
and studies of women's work in
other groups.

ln July, 1971, the convention
adopted the report of the study com-
mittee. ïhe basic purposes, of
course, remain the same, but the or-
ganization is simplified. There are
fewer officers. Our record system is
more realistic. The achievement
chart, which was an end in itself
with many of our women, was re-
placed by an achievement guide. A
new emphasis was placed on mis-
sion action through the formation of
smallgroups.

0. Oo you mean more than one
auxiliary per church?
A. lf necessary, there may be
more than one auxiliary, or one aux-
iliary may have several groups
(prayer study, or action). Sometimes
working women or younger women
like to form a second auxiliary. ln
such instances we suggest a gen-
eral director be elected to coordi-
nate the work of the 2 organizations.

Q. aring us up to date on what you
have done in trying to meet the
needs of younger women in the
church.

A. Tnree years ago we began a
program called Actionettes for
young women ages 12-18. We sup-
ply a yearbook of mission programs
and a leader's guide. This is gaining
interest. Formerly, we had the GTA
and YPA groups, the Go Tell Auxi-
liary and Young Peoples' Auxiliary.
However, in 1963 the National
Association voted that all youth
work, including League work, would
go under the Church Training Ser-
vice program. We were given until
1965 to phase out our youth empha-
ses. At that time we dropped our
work with young people. Through
the years we continued to receive
requests for mission materials.
Numerous youth auxiliaries sprang
up. Even though they were using

' CTS literature, the young people still
felt a need for additional mission
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HELPING WOMEN FULFILL
THEIR PART IN THE
GREAT COMMISS¡ON
(Cont. from page 23)

programs. This is why in 1974
WNAC requested to work with the
CTS Department in Providing
needed materials for such groups.

Q. uo* many women are involved
in auxiliary chapters and Ac-
tionettes?
A. We have approximately 975
auxiliaries. This year 73 new
auxiliaries have requested and re-
ceived free literature. This years'
membership report is incomplete at
this time; however, 8,523 members
were reported last year. Our records
include only members who have
paid dues.

The 1976 Minutes of the National
Associafion show our membership
at 13,616. I assume this is more
nearly correcl since our Co-Laborer
subscriptions presently run in the
neighborhood of 17,000, which is
about 7,000 more subscriptions
than 10 years ago. The first 2
quarters of this year I had 16,500
Co-Laborers printed and ran out
both times. I ordered 17,000 for this
quarter.

We have no record of the number
of Actionettes. We just suPPlY
literature for those who request it.
ñu. Why has there been thrs surge
in interest?
A. p"rt of it, I think, is our new
program of work. Also, in 1973 we
started our annual Creative Writing
Contests. Our women respond with
programs and articles which are
printed in Co-Laborer Magazine. The
contest has done as much as
anything to increase interest.

This year we had 97 entries, Plus
27 poems which were not eligible.
Next year poetry will be one of the
categories. We have 3 categories
now: programs which are suitable
for publication in our magazine,
skits and plays, and articles. Of
course, articles Pertain to a
woman's life or devotional material
on stewardship, missions or
anything about which the women
want to write.

Many women discover a talent for
writing. This contest also supplies

Co-Laþorer Magazine with programs
and articles for future use.

0. What kinds of recognition are
the winners given?

A. We have 4 winners in each
category. The first 3 winners receive
cash for their prizewinning entries'
The fourth receives honorable men-
tion. We make special presentation
of these awards at the national con-
vention durinþ our morning service.
However, when the women come to
the convention, theY know onlY that
they are winners, not what theY
have won. When the judges send me
the winning selections in March of
each year, I write these women and
ask if they can be Present at the
convention since theY are among
the winners.

0. What emphasls does the WNA}
give to Christian education?
A. Many of our women support
Bible colleges with gifts sent
through their churches. We also
receive gifts through the national
office. This year woman's auxiliaries

"We have approximately
975 auxiliaries, This year
73 new auxiliaries have
requested and received
free literature, . . . CO-

LABORER suþscrþtions
presentlY run in the
neighborhood of 1 7,000."

have contributed nearly $33,000 to
Free Will Baptist Bible colleges. Of
this amount almost $12,000 was
contributed .through the Student
Loan Fund for Free Will BaPtist
Bible College students in Nashville,
Tennessee.

0. How is the Student Loan Fund
set up?

A. Any student who has completed
one year at FWBBC is eligible to
apply for a loan. The application is
made to our local office. I contact
the school and get the student's
academic standing. lf he is perform-
ing at his potential, then we will
make a loan. Each semester the
student must make a new applica-
tion for another loan. The money
does not have to come from auxili'
aries in the student's home state.
However, each September we do
have a special appeal for Student
Loan Fund offerings.

This year we have been able to
help 18 students. Each Year the
amounts of the loans go up. This
year the average has been between
$400-$500 per semester. The PaY-
back schedule requires that the
interest be paid once a year until the
student either graduates or quits
college. Then we ask that he PaY at
least 10 percent of his monthlY
earnings on the principle beginning
30 days after he leaves school. The
percentage of interest is a low 4
percent.

0. Wnat is the maximum a student
can borrow during his tenure at
college?
A. Th"rr is no limil, but it is contin-
gent on the funds available.

0. W¡,o originated the ¡dea for the
woman's auxiliary prayer retreats ¡n
t/,e sta te associafions?
A. rnis originated in our office. Our
women had striven so hard for manY
years to raise money for missions,
the Bible colleges and other mis-
sionary emphases. I definitely felt
we needed a spiritual emPhasis. I

made the prayer retreat recommen-
dation which was adopted at our
national convention in 1972. Since
then it has just caught on. Hundreds
of women participate in these dis-
trict and state retreats every year
and come away rejoicing.



0. Does the WNAC represent at
state assoc iations as other depart'
ments of the National Assodation
do?

A. ffre WNAC represents at state
auxiliary conventions when possi'
ble. We don't have enough Person-
nel or sufficient financing to repre-
sent at all the state associations.

0. oo you suppose if you did rePre'
senf af fhe sfate meetings, it wo'uld
help to ease the barrier that some
men have toward the work of the
women?

A. Possibly it would in some areas.
However, some states might not
want to give time to the WNAC
ministry.

Q. Wn"t do you feet has been the
greatest advance in the woman's
auxiliary program while you have
been serving as executive secre-
tarY?

A. Perhaps the thing which has
brought me the greatest joy has
been to observe the way our new
program of work has been accepted
by our women. The new enthusiasm,
new growth, prayer retreats, spirit-
ual growth, increased g¡fts to mis-
sions and missionary objectives,
and support of our WNAC office
have been gratifying.

0. What has been your grea¿esf
disappointment while serving in your
present capacity?

A. ffre greatest disappointment is
that it is so hard to get people to
realize that in order for WNAC to
support missions, they need to sup-
port WNAC. The financing of the
WNAC General Fund has been a
struggle. When I first took office, I

spent many restless nights in
prayer, asking the Lord to lay it upon
the hearts of our women to support
WNAC.

Today, we have a record year in
gifts to missions, a record year in
membership, and many other
blessings. But this year our women
have not contributed to the wNAc
General Fund and our Co-Laborer
fund as much as they did last year.

0. How does this affect your work
and outreach?

A. Had it not been for the
increased literature sales, chiefly

"But this year our
women have not
contributed to the WNAC
General Fund and our
CO-LABORER fund as
much as they did last
year."

our Co-Laborer Magazine sales, it
would have greatly hindered our
effectiveness in supplying new
materials for our auxiliaries. lt also
limits our travel to assist the various
states and districts in their work.

0. During the past years how did
the Lord direct and prepare you for
your leadership position in the
WNAC?

A. ns a teenager I accepted Christ.
The following year I dedicated my
life for full-time service. I felt the
Lord had something for me in the
future in His work. Later I married a
minister and was a pastor's wife for
approximately 20 years.

During this time I participated in
the woman's auxiliary work locally
and on the district, state and
national levels. For about 11 years I

served on the National Woman's
Auxiliary Executive Committee, first
as youth chairman and then as
study course chairman. I was a
charter member of the Oklahoma
State Auxiliary and served on the ex-
ecutive committee for 18 years. I

served as president for 5 of those
years.

0. How do you encourage women
fo assurne leadership roles ¡n their
auxiliaries?

A. We begin training with the
young women through the
Actionettes program. Workshops,
seminars and study courses are
held on the district, state and local
levels. ln the local auxiliary each
woman is made to feel that she can
make an important contribution to
the work. She is given a place of
responsibility through which she
can develop her abilities.

0. What do you envision for WNAC
l0yearsfrom now?

A. Only God actually knows what
lies in store for our women, but I am
confident that with the gratifying
growth we have seen, the best is yet
to be.

I envision adequate personnel
and finances to keep someone on
the field full time. I anticipate an
expanded literature program,
providing additional leadership
helps for district and state leaders
and the development of service and
promotional literature for all phases
of our work. Perhaps even a litera-
ture assistant could be hired who
would free the executive secretary
for other pressing duties such as
travel and planning.

Miniworkshops on the national
level would provide training to build
further understanding and skills in
conducting mission group projects.
A national prayer retreat would
inspire and strengthen our women
spiritually. The fellowship would be
great!

Hopeful ly theActionefles prog ram
for young women will continue to
grow and the vision of the WNAC
will enlarge to include the single
adult woman (unmarried, divorced
or widowed) as the church's new
frontier. This is a definite need in our
familyoriented chu rch prog ram.

Because our women always
respond when they become aware
of real needs, they will increase
their annual gifts to the wNAc
Emphasis offerings and make
regular gifts to the Co-Laþorer fund.
I am enthusiastic about the future of
WNAC! 
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NEWS OF THE
RELIGIOUS

COMMUNITY

G(¡LS()N OPP()SES DEATH PENALTY
IN AN ARTICLE FOR 'ETEßNITY'

PHILADELPHIA (EP)-Former Nixon aide
Charles Colson, an evangelical Christian who
served 7 months in prison for Watergate -
related activities, says he is opposed to capi-
tal punishment as a Christian and as a
political conservative.

His oppos¡tion to the death penalty and 2
v¡ews supporting il are in the May issue of
Eternity magazine. Prison ministries are
highlighted in this issue of the evangelical
monthly.

Mr. Colson writes, "l am opposed to
capital punishment. As a Christian there is no
way that I can read the Beatitudes and the
great commandments of Chr¡st and believe
that man has any right to take a human life.
When Christ says, 'Resist not evil,' il seems
to me that I am enioined from supporting
capital punishment, which is society's maxi-
mum relribution."

Joseph Bayly, a regular columnist in
Eternity, focuses on lhe punitive nature of
capital punishment. He writes that "behind
all the Bible's teaching about sin and crime is
one central proposition: The reformation of
the offender is not the primary object of
punishment; nor is the deterrenl effect upon
others. Rather, pun¡shment is inflicted to
satisfy justice."

According to Mr. Bayly, "thal justice may
be God's or (by derivation from God) lhe
slale's. Why did God inflict destruction on
men al the time of the Flood, in Sodom and
Gomorrah and Jerusalem? Not for the good
of the offenders or for their reformat¡on, but
to satisly his justice."

Dr. Robert Mounce, another regular
Etem¡ty columnist, stresses that "it is out of a
profound respecl for human life that I must
agree to the necess¡ty of capital pun¡sh-
ment."

Dr. Mounce comments. "There are orinci-
ples and virtues that transcend physical
existence. By taking the life of another the
killer has agreed in principle that society has
the righl to take his own life."

DRIVE-IN FUNERAL H()MES
UP.AND.C(lMING

NEW ORLEANS, LA,-A new innovation by
mortic¡ans in Louisiana displays the de-
ceased behind a oicture window. Peoole can
now drive ug in their cars to view the corose
and sign the reg¡ster. This means of paying
last respects eliminates getling oul of the car
or dressing up for lhe funeral.

SCHAEFFER'S NEWEST BOOK
IN NUMBER ONE SP()T

OLD TAPPAN, N.J.-The Francis A.
Schaeffer book, How Should We Then Live?
The Rise and Decline oÍ Western Thought
and Culture, is now #1 on both national
religious best-seller lists. The book, which
was oublished in November. is in its sixth
printing, with 150,000 books in print.

Over 60,000 people have attended
seminars, based on the book and a film series
of the same title, conducted by Dr. Schaeffer
in 18 major cities. Now it has been an-
nounced thal the 1o-part documentary film
has been booked in over 1,000 towns and
cilies across the country. Of particular
interest is the fact that a serious work of this
type, expressing the beliefs of an evangelical
leader, can achieve such popular
acceDtance and best-seller status.

GOVERNMENT INVESTIGATING
CBEATIVE CHRISTIAN LIBRARIES

MERRIFIELD, Va. (EP)-Following com-
olaints that Creative Christian Libraries has
failed to deliver prepaid goods and to respond
to customer correspondence, the federal
government is investigating the religious
book house, accord¡ng lo Eternity magazine.

The mail-order firm .is based in Delaware
but uses a Merrif ield, Virginia, address.
Eternity calls the elusive business part of "an
obscure network of similar discount book
houses, including firms known as the
Patrician Press and Literature Discovery."

The phone of Creative Christian Libraries'
pres¡dent, Carl Smith of New Castle,
Delaware, ¡s unlisted. Smith is a previous em-
ployee of Religious Book Discount House
(RBDH).

Previously Creative Christian Libraries (as
well as RBDH) was under the d¡rection of Jay
Greene Jr., of Wilmington who left the lirm
last February just before the controversy
developed. Greene served a prison term in
Kent County, Michigan, for "attempt¡ng lo
fraud or cheat with a bogus check."

Greene has since been released, Eternity
reported. His father, Jay Greene Sr., who
filed for bankruptcy in Michigan In 1972, is
presenlly director of BBDH.

The lnternal Revenue Service, the Division
ol Consumer Affairs, the Atlorney General's
off¡ce in Delaware. and the Dostal aulhor¡t¡es
are investigating.

MERCHANTS OF DECEIT MARKETINO
()ßDINATI()N CERTIFICATES

ALBANY, N.Y.-An est¡maled 100 mailorder
ordination services are operating across the
Uniled States. For $3 a oerson can rece¡ve
the title of "Reverend." or "Archbishoo" for
$8. No evidence of faith, abilily or training is
required. lt appears that this is anolher
satanic scheme to discredit the true Church.
It invites further governmental inlerference in
religion because people who purchase these
t¡tles call their houses "churches" in order to
avo¡d property taxes.

SALVATION ARMY FASTEST GR()WING

RELIGI()US BODY IN THE U.S.

NEW YORK (EP)-The Salvation Army was
the fastest growing U.S. religious body in
1975, according to the new Yearbook ot
American and Canadian Churches.

For 1975 the Salvation Army reported a 5
percent increase in membership to reach a
total of 384,317. U.S. population grew an
est¡mated 0.8 percent during that year.

The 1977 Yearbook, which is published by
Abingdon Press for the National Council of
Churches, places U.S. church membership at
131 ,012,953, based on reporls f rom 223 reli-
gious bodies. Although that figure is down by
more than 850,000 from the total reported for
the previous year, the decline is attributed to
a change in the method of reporting by the
National Prim¡tlve Baptist Convention, lnc.
Without that change, the lolal would show a
gain of more than 500,000.

ln addition to the Salvation Army, other
rapidly growing religious groups include lhe
Church of God of Prophecy (up 4.9 percenl to
65,801); Church of God of Cleveland, Tennes-
see (up 4.4 percent to 343,249); Jehovah's
Witnesses (up 4 percent to 560,897); Baptist
General Conference (up 3.8 percenl to
115,340); Seventh-day Advent¡sts (up 3.3
percent to 495,699); and Church of God of
Anderson, lnd¡ana (up 3 percent to 166,259).

A membership of nearly 49 million was
reported for the Roman Catholic Church, the
nalion's largest religious group. That figure
constituted an increase of 0.4 percent. The
Southern Baptist Convention, largest U.S.
Protestant body, has nearly 13 million mem-
bers and reported a growth rate of 1.8 per-
cent.

A CHURCH CHAIN LETTER

PR()MISES CHANGES

SALT LAKE CITY, Utah (EP)-"lf you are
unhappy with your Church minister," says the
bulletin of the Salt Lake First Unitarian
Church, "simply have your church board
send a copy of this letter to 6 other churches
who are also t¡red of their ministers.

"Then bundle up your minister and send
him (or her) to the church on the top of the list
in the letter. Add the name of your church to
the bottom of the letter."

"Within a week," the bulletin promises,
"you will receive 16,435 ministers, and one of
them should be a dandy.

"Have failh in th¡s chain letter for min¡s-
ters. Do not break the chain. One church
broke the chain and got their old minister
back."

PROSELYTING EFF()RTS AID
GR()WTH OF M()RMONISM

SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH_Since 1960
Mormon membership has risen from 1.6
million to more than 3 million worldwide.
Growth is attributed mainly to the proselyting
efforts of 26,500 thoroughly indoctrlnated
young men who are visiting door-todoor.
These young men lead very auslere lives of
no dates, television, records or magazines. lt
is estimated that the young miss¡onaries
succeed in converting one out of every 1,000
persons they contact during the¡r 2-year stint.



SOCIOL()GIST SAYS EVANGETICALS
EMPLOY LONG ABANflONED
TEACHING TECHNIOUE

HARRISONBURG, Va. (EP)-A sociology
professor at an American Baptist institution
declared here that the evangelical commun-
ity is "guilty" of picking up a teaching tech-
nique that the rest of the world abandoned
long ago.

ln a talk at Eastern Mennon¡te College
here, Dr. Tony Campolo of Eastern College,
St. Davids, Pennsylvania, noted that small-
group discussions have become popular
among evangelicals. But he warned that they
are an outgrowth of sensitivity training and
can be risky if not handled properly.

According to the soc¡ologist, small-group
discussions lead to a "phony kind of
honesty" where people, to be socially
acceptable, talk about problems that they
pretend are bothering them.

"ln short," he said, "you don't really want
to know all about me. And I don't really want
to tell you all about me. So we'll play a game
¡n which I'll tell you some th¡ngs and pretend
that this is the deep, inner me that I've never
told anybody before."

Dr. Campolo asserted that people often tell
things that will build up theif ¡mage rather
than bring it down. "We really start being
honest when we risk those things about our-
selves which we know will hurt our image,"
he said.

JUDGE RULES
RAPE 'NORMAL ßEACTION'

MADISON, Wis. (EP)-A judge released a
teenage boy convicted of rape because the
community is "well-known to be sexually
permissive" and because the boy, reacting to
it, was doing what comes naturally.

Judge Archie Simonson said the boy, who
pleaded no contest to the charge of rap¡ng a
girl, had been overheated by newspaper ads,
sex stories, nude bars and young women who
appear in public wearing provocative cloth-
ing.

Approximately 60 women gathered outside
Dan County Courthouse demanding
Simonson's resignalion. One called his
remarks "blatanl sexism" and "unbelievable
callousness. Raoe is a violent crime. a
terrible crime, and here is a judge calling it a
normal reaction."

The district atlorney's office also pro
tested. The unidentified boy, Simonson ruled,
was delinquent, but he will stay at home a
year under court supervision and receive
tfealment at a youth center.

NBC PLANS ANNUAL SH()WINGS
OF 'JESUS OF NAZARETH'

LOS ANGELES (EP)-NBC-TV has
announced that "Jesus of Nazareth," lhe 6y2
hour film on the life of Jesus, originally shown
on Palm Sunday and Easter, will be televised
annually. The program was watched by 49
percent of the national W audience, NBC
said. The network also reported that a record
total of 11,246 viewers contacted it aboul the
program, 97 percent praising the telecasts.

SCHOLARS CITE ßISE IN

u.s. 'RELtGtous LIFE'

NEW YORK (EP)-After slipping downward
for 10 years, religious life in America seems
lo be on the rise, according to scholars inter-
viewed by AP Religion Writer George W.
Cornell.

"A new nalional mood of receptiv¡ly to spir
itual truth is prevalenl," he says, quoting C.
Peter Wagner of the Fuller Evangelistic
Association.

To the Rev. Colman Barry, dean of the
school of religious studies at the Catholic Uni-
versily of America in Washington, D.C., the
U.S. religious resurgence is "the primary sign
of the t¡mes."

What is causing the upturn? Cornell sees
the following as causes for lhe change:

-Mainline denominations, which
experienced declines in membership since
lhe mid-1960's, report the shrinkage has
slowed or stopped and, in some cases,
turned upward.

-A greater emphasis on evangelism, a
lack of which had been blamed widely for the
declines, is swelling through the churches,
often involving special "growth" programs
and membership drives by local congrega-
tions.

-Seminary 
enrollment is at a record high

of 43,023, according to the American Asso-
ciation of Theological Schools. ln 193
Protestant and Catholic institutions, the
growth quickened in the lasl 3 years. Catholic
seminaries last year had their first increase in
1 0 years.

-A moderating of social-action tactics is
occurring in broad-based denominations,
which are giving more attention lo spiritual
nurture. However evangelical churches,
which previously had largely shunned social
concern, now are asserting it, making for
more balance of efforts ¡n both categor¡es of
Chr¡stianity.

-Sales ol religious books have soared in
the last 5 years, increasing a third faster than
general book sales.

-Overall religious affiliation now totalling
'132.2 million edged ahead of population
growth last year, rising from 61 .9 lo 62.3
percent of lhe population, afler slipping
behind it in recent previous years.

-Weekly church allendance, which
gradually had fallen from a 1958 peak of 49
percent of lhe populat¡on to a low of 40
ærcent for the early 1970's last year turned
upward again. A Gallup survey found it at 42
oercenl.

George Gallup, head of the American
lnstitute of Public Opinion, says various olher
statist¡cal findings suggest America ¡s in the
beginnings of religious revival. He says the
proportion of Americans who believe religion
is increasing its influence has tripled since
1970. Some 19 million Americans, he added,
are involved in various techn¡ques for deep-
ening their inner or spirilual awareness.

(Please turn to page 29.)

FREE T(l MUSIC L()VERS!!!!
Now at last, the course you have

dreamed of. Play hymns from the very
first lesson. Develop your talent for the
glory of the Lord. The S-volume MABY
JO MOORE PIANO COURSE, based on
the old hymn tunes, is being offered
FREE with the purchase of THE
CASSETTE TEACHER. 5 cassettes
covering every page of lhe course. Pur-
chase the cassettes for $25.00, and the
5 books, a $19.00 value, will be sent
absolutely lrce!

lf you have always wanted to play the
piano but could not afford expensive
lessons, this is for you. Even students
who have a pr¡vate instructor will lind
many hours of teaching helps. There are
over 100 hymns. Many beauliful
arrangemenls are suitable for preludes,
offertories, etc. Satisf¡ed customers ¡n

60 countries and 49 states. COMPLETE
SAI/SFACT/ON OB YOUR MONEY
PROMPTLY REFUNDED,

Offer good until August 31 , '1977, or
while present supply lasls.

0rder from
MARY JO MOORE PIA}IO C(lURSE

Dept. FW, 286 Poland Avenue
Struthors, 0hio 44471.

Add 50 cents shipp¡ng chaqe.

COMING
NEXT MONTH

*Law or L¡berty?

*Culture and Gustom:
Do They Reign?

*Externals or lnternals:
what is Ghristian
Living?

*When Did You
Leave Your Wife?
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Good Listening For You
Tape
Number

Advance Offering of
Convention Cassettes

To assure that you will be able to
enjoy the highlights of the 41st
annual convention of the National
Association of Free Will Baptists in
your own home or study as soon as
the meeting is concluded,
convention planners are making
available this handy order form in
advance. During the convention
days, all major addresses and
functions will. be recorded on
cassette tapes so these high points
can be enjoyed in the months to
come.

Order by mail, or save the 10
percent postage and handling
charge by making your purchase in
person at the Convention Cassette
Booth in Exhibit Hall D, Cobo Hall,
during the convention July 1B-21.

The cost of the tapes is $2.50
each, or 10 or more copies for $2
each. Payment must accompany
order.

Select the tapes you wish to order
by circling the number and placing
the quantity desired in the
appropriate boxes.

12.
13.

14.
15.

16.
17.
18.
19.

20.
21.
22.
23.

24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
æ.
30.
31.
32.

Sublect Quantlty

EDUCATIONAL SEMINARS

1. "How to Get Your Church ln the News" - Bert Tlppett
2. "Resolvlng Conflicts ln the Home" - Dr. & Mrs. Ronald Winkle
3. "Current Theological lssues & Trends" - Ralph Hampton
4. "5 Prlnclples in Making a Sunday School Larger" - Clate Raymond
5. "How to lnterpret an Audltor's Report" - Herman Hersey
6. "Personal Blble Study Can be Exclting" - Randy Cox
7. "The Pastor as Leader & Admlnlstrator" - Don Pegram
8. "The Role of the Pastor's Wlfe" - Symposium: Jo Ann Klng, leader
9. "Developing a Church Cholr" - Chuck Ohman
10. "Actlvatlng Men to Serve the Master" -. Symposlum: Don Elklns, leader11. "The Dynàmlcs of a Growlng Sunday School" - Symposlum:

Joe Ange, leader
"Bulldlng Bridges of lnterpersonal Relatlonshlps" - Dr. Ronald Wlnkle
"Gontemporary Cults (Mormonlsm and Splr¡tlsm)" -Wade Jernigan & Bill Jones
"The Pastor's Preaching Program" - Melvln Worthlngton
"World Outreach-Malnllne or lncidental?" - Symposlum:

Rolla Smlth, leader
"Reachlng Youth at Various Age Levels" - Dr. Donald Howard
"Developlng Stronger Family Tles" - Gordon Sebastlan
"How to Preparo for Revlval" - Panel: Richard Cordell, leader
"ATTACK: Actlon Plan for Sunday School Growth" -Roger Reeds & Robert Shockey
"Effective Lesson Preparatlon" - Leroy Scudder
"Why Christlan Day Schools?" - Dr. Donald Howard
"Muslc Minlstries Readlng Session" - Blalne Hughes
"Displaylng God's Banner" - Ellzabeth MacDonald

WORSHIP SERVICES

Adult Sunday School lesson - E. T. Hyatt
"Christ Trlumphant ln the lndlvidual Believer" - Dennis Wiggs
NYC Keynote Servlce: "Jesus Chrlst, Lord of All" - Bllly Bevan
"Chrlst Trlumphant ln the Home" - Joseph Ange
WNAC Mlsslonary Servlce - Larry Powell
"Chrlst Trlumphant ln the Ghurch" - Frank Davenport
"Chrlst Trlumphant ln lhe World" - Fred Warner
"Chrlst Triumphant in the Bellever's Prayer Llfe" - Trymon Messer
WNAC Devotlon - Glenda Fulcher

SPECIAL EVENTS

33. WNAC Fellowshlp Dlnner: "Hls BannerOverUs ls Love" -Ellzabeth MacDonald
34. Pastor's Dlnner: "lgnitlng Revlval Flres ln the Sunday School" -Dr. Ed Nelson
35. Layman's Breakfast: Jlm Wllllams
36. NYC Awards Presentation

Please Complets the Followlng: Total Quantlty Ordered

NAME Total Gost

STREET 10% Postage & Handllng

Total Amount Enclosed

STATE zIP.
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PLEASE SEND CHECK OR MONEY ORDER; DO NOT SEND CASH.
ORDER FROM Conventlon Cassettês / P.O. Box 1088 / Nashvllle, Tennessêe 37202



NEWS OF THE RELIGIOUS

COMMUNITY
(Cont. from page 27.)

AMEßICANS OAVE RECORI! $29.42
BILTION TO CHAßITY IN '76,
ASSoCTAT|0Ì{ SAYS

NEW YORK (EP)-Americans gave a record
$29.42 billion to charitable causes in 1976, an
increase of 9.4 percent over 1 975.

A report from the American Associat¡on of
Fund-Rais¡ng Counsel (AAFRC), lnc., said
43.6 percent of this amount went to churches
and other relig¡ous organ¡zations. The $12.84
billion in 1976 represents an increase of 9.9
percent over 1975 religious contributions and
is the largest share of total charity giving.

Next largest share, 14.9 percent, went to
charities involved in health operat¡ons. They
received $4.37 bill¡on, up g percent in a year.

Pr¡vate and community foundations gave
$2.13 billion to charitable causes in 1976, up
6 percent from 1975, primarily because of an
increase in the value of the assets of the
more than 26,000 U.S. foundations.

Corporate giving lasl year of $1 .35 billion
was up 15.4 percent from the 1975 total,
primarily because of record corporale protits
of $147 billion, according to the AAFRC
report.

PEOPLES GHURCH PLEDOES $1,129,788
FOR YEAR'S MISSIONAßY PROJECTS

TORONTO (EP)-The Peoples Church, Cana-
da's largest evangelical congregation, has
pledged $1 ,129,788 for world missions lhis
year, according to Pastor Paul B. Smith.

The 2,000 adults (and another 2,000 in
Sunday school) support 470 missionaries
overseas of which some 350 are Canadians

-about 35 lrom Peoples' own congregation

-and lhe rest are nalionals in the various
countries.

At home the funds are used to support
such minislries as the Peoples Christian
School, Peoples Christian Ranch, Peoples TV
ministry, Yonge St. Mission, Richmond
College and the Ontario Bible College.

This year's pledged amount is the largest
in the church's 49-year history.

BABY BORN AS HEROIN ADDICT,
MOTHER HELD AS CHILD ABUSER

PONTIAC, Mich. (EP)-An unwed molher who
used heroin during her pregnancy has been
charged wilh the "ch¡ld abuse" of her 15
weekold baby, born as a heroin addict.

Probate Judge John J. O'Brien of Oakland
County sald, "This is a precedenl-setting
case. lt raises questions about the rights of
lhe mother, the slale and the unborn child-
something like the abortion issue."

Oakland County court officials took the
baby, who has now recovered from h¡s addic-
tion, from his mother and placed him ¡n the
temporary custody of his grandmother.

Ch¡ld abuse charges were filed against the
mother on the ground that she continued to
take heroin during pregnancy with the full
knowledge that her baby would likely be born
addicted, according to aulhorities. A
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One year of
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gives you
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()N THE MISSION FR(INTS
(Cont. from page 20)

Kansas Home Missions Board and the
Nat¡onal Home Missions Board in June, 1972,
became self-supporting March I. Eobby
Clyatt was the first missionary pastor, ser
ving until September, 1974, when Jlm
Summergon assumed the challenge. Jim
resigned the church to assume church ex-
tension resoonsib¡lilies with the lllinois State

Missions Board. The new paslor is Charles
Murphy.

The Daytona Beach FWB Mlsslon, Daytona
Beach, Florlda, held its first services on
March 6, 1977, at the C.W.A. Union Hail.
Ml88lonary Norlln Jones indicated that 48
were Oresent for the ¡nitial service. The Union
Hall is renled at the cost of $10 per week plus
utilities. lt will seat 150 oeople and has built-in
speaker systems and cushioned chairs. The
mission averaged 42 in attendance during lhe

Trnbute
ToA

God[g
Womam

By Rufus Coffey
Execulive Secretary

Solomon, the man of wisdom,
said, "A woman that feareth the
Lord, she shall be praised." Jesus
commended a woman of Canaan in
Matthew 15:28 by extolling her faith.
ln Matthew 26:13 He paid high tri-
bute to a woman's service by
holding up her deeds as an eternal
memorial. Dorcas (Acts 9:36) was
cited for her good works. lt is, there-month of March.



fore, a scriptural duty and example
to praise those who are worthy and
have rendered service for the Lord.

The scriptures ask, "Who can find
a virtuous (godly) woman?" My mind
goes immed¡ately to one of our most
committed women in Free Will Bap-
tist ranks, Cleo W. Pursell.

Mrs. Pursell is a saintly woman
who has given outstanding service
for the Lord and the Woman's
National Auxiliary Convention the
past 14 years. Though a quiet,
meek, humble, unassuming woman,
she has demonstrated great
strength in faith, prayer and
commitment of life and service.
Cleo Pursell is a wise, diligent, capa-
ble and efficient servant. She works
tirelessly and is a good and faithful
steward of her time and talents,

WNAC's executive secretary is
not only engaged in the production
of materials and administration, she
also travels throughout our denomi-
nation ministering directly to our
women. Building up Free Will Bap-
tish women in the Christian faith
receives top priority in Mrs. Pursell's
personal ministry.

WNAC has experienced
phenomenal growth under her
skillful and Spirit-filled teadership.
When she came to the WNAC office
in September, 1963, the National
Offices were preparing to relocate.
This move meant that WNAC's
expenses would increase drasti-
cally. "l almost panicked," recalls
Mrs. Pursell. "There had been no
plans made for increased expendi-
tures."

When she arrived at the Nashville
office, she discovered a limited
budget and a statement that WNAC
needed an increase of several
hundred dollars a month of sus-
taining gifts in order to meet the
budget. "But who gives to WNAC's
general fund?" the newly elected
executive secretary asked herself.
"Nobody!" was her inevitable
answer. Everything the department
received, other than dues and sales
from literature, was channeled
directly to missions or related objec-
tives.

This woman of prayer took the
department's needs to God. She
quietly laid them before Him. When
she was confident she had His mind,
Cleo Pursell asked that representa-

tion fees be increased from 10 cents
per member per year to 75 cents.

Realizing that even the hike in
fees would still be inadequate, she
asked God for another plan to solve
WNAC's financial needs. The an-
swer He gave was simple: Ask all of
our churches to observe August as
"WNAC Emphasis Month" each
year with a meaningful focus on the
work of women. Also ask our
churches to receive an offering for
WNAC's general fund. "This has
been our lifeline," observes Mrs.
Pursell. "We usually receive about
$11,000 each year."

No doubt the most remarkable
change in WNAC since Mrs, Pursell
assumed leadership has been her
responsiveness to women who
pleaded, "Simplify the auxiliary
work"; "Make it more flexible";
"Tell us how to enlist more women"i
and "Get us out of this rigid, ritual-
istic rut." She did !

While WNAC's basic purposes
have remained the same, the organ-
ization has become more practical,
more simplified and more adaptable
to the contemporary needs of our
women. New emphasis is placed on
mission action through the
formation of small groups for mis-
sion action, prayer and study.

Severalyears ago the department
recommended prayer retreats on
the district and state levels for our
women. Today, thousands of
women are renewed spiritually and
physically during these annual
retreats.

ln 1973 WNAC sponsored the first
creat¡ve writing contest for Free Will
Baptist women. The results have
been extremely gratifying. This year

the department received 97 entries.
Our women are continually enriched
as they develop their talents, plus
Co-Laborer benefits by having a
backlog of programs and articles on
file. Exceptional talent has been
discovered as a result of this added
dimension.

Co-Laborer circulation has
increased f rom approximately
10,000 to 17,000 under Mrs.
Pursell's leadership. Receipts for
1963 totaled $45,167.31 , while 1977
receipts have almost quadrupled to
an all-time high of $163,348.76.
Membership has increased more
than 50 percent. Response to the
Missionary Provision Closet has
been overwhelming with supplies
valued at more than $13,000 coming
in annually.

Cleo Pursell is the first person to
give God all the credit for WNAC's
achievements these past 14 years.
But we know God has chosen in His
great design to use human
¡nstruments to effect and perfect
His work. We often take His quiet
servants for granted, and we fail to
give them the due recognition and
tribute they deserve. But Free Will
Baptists are profoundly grateful for
Mrs. Cleo Pursell, Her accomplish-
ments continually bring glory to
God.

Just over 4 years ago "Brother
Paul," Mrs. Pursell's husband of 34
years and longtime Free Will Baptist
pastor-evangelist, went to be with
the Lord. The following year Mrs.
Pursell underwent major surgery to
remove a malignancy. Through
these difficult experiences God re-
newed her strength and enabled her
to carry out her duties with in-
creased vigor and enthusiasm.

A woman of vision and devotion,
Mrs. Cleo Pursell has given herself
unselfishly these past 14 years to
God and our women's work. Her
dedicated life and faithful service
have been the driving force behind
her numerous achievements.

Free Will Baptists are thankful for
Cleo W. Pursell. We pay tribute to
this unselfish, transparent and godly
woman whose life is totally
committed to Jesus Christ and our
women's work. Her office and her
leadership merit our continued
wholehearted support.
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