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CHILDREN IN CRISIS
{Cont. from page 3)

abusing parents come from all
ethnic, geographic, educational,
religious and economic back-
grounds, Usually they are not socio-
paths and are not psychotic,
concludes Dr. Groothuis. The case
of children in crisis is a serious prob-
lem and cannot be passed over or
forgotten, We must face it and deal
with it.

CHILD ABUSE: THE CAUSE

Humanly speaking, there are a
farge number of factors that may
contribute to child abuse. Obsetrve
some of the characteristics and
circumstances out of which child
abuse and neglect of children arise.
Often the chitd is one of several
children and is looked on as being
different from his brothers and
sisters. He may be a stepchiid or be
mentally retarded. He may have a
physical deformity or appear
brighier than others in his family. At
any rate, he does not fit into the
family or behave as the family thinks

“ .. Last year approximately one million
American children were abused. ... Of all child
abusers, 70 per cent are parents. ... More than
90 percent of the abusing parents were
themselves abused by parents.”

he should.

Frequently there is only one
parent in the home, and the home is
experiencing a hard time financially.
if the mother ever married, she is
divorced, separated or deserted by
a husband who never adequately
supported the family. Children who
are abused or neglected stiil love
their families regardless of how they
have been treated.

Some abused children come from
families with a regutar routine of
violence, ranging from excessive
verbal abuse to physical attacks by
the parents on each other as well as
on the children, Some abused
children have too severe discipline,
while others have very little disci-
pline. They are hard to manage at
home and school. Such children are
destructive and strongly resent and
resist authority; yet they long for
love and attention. They may even
misbehave in order to get attention.

Children both young and old have
experimented with drugs, alcohol
and sex. They have seen this in their
families and are simply following the
pattern. Dealing with the older teen-
ager in this category is difficuit.
There are few community rescurces
geared to reach the troubied teen.
They play tag at home by occasion-
ally coming by, or they run through a
series of foster homes or institution-
al placements only to later return
home where their troubles began.

A reported one million young
people a year run away from home,
but many cases go unreported.
Studies show that children run away
because of personal problems, diffi-
culty at school, conflicts with
parents and rebellion against
authority. These youngsters seek
thrills, enjoy so-catled freedom and
““do their own thing."

Another large category of
chiidren in crisis, both young and

oid, are those left unattended or with
improper adult supervision. The
United States Census Bureau
reports an estimated 1.8 miilion
children between 7-13 years old are
left unattended from the time they
leave school until a parent returns
home from work.,

Where will this all end? The com-
plexity of our society offers little
hope. For sure when Jesus comes, it
will end. But what about untii then?
Iinterested people can help them-
selves and others. Concerned
Christians must not slacken their
efforis to meet the needs of children
in crisis.

CHILD ABUSE: THE CURE

The cure is not simple. Christians
are obligated to think in terms of
long-range treatment and preventive
programs.

HELPS AVAILABLE

For information about child abuse
and about agencies thatl are working
fo combat it, you can contact the
following:

Parents Anonymous, Inc., 2930
West Imperial Highway, inglewood,
CA. 90303; (213) 797-8221. This
organization helps parents and chil-
dren directly.

National Center on Child Abuse
and Negiect, Office of Child Develop-
ment, Dept. of Heailth, Education and
Welfare, P.O. Box 1182, Washington,
D.C. 20013.

National Genter for the Prevention
and Treatment of Chiild Abuse,
University of OColorado Medical
Center, 1001 Jasmine Street, Denver,
CQ. 80220.

Child Welfare League of America,
67 lrving Place, New York, NY
10003.

To contact local community organi-
zations working against chiid abuse,
if they are not easily found in the
telephone directory, call your city or
state Department of Child Welfare
(sometimes listed as Department of
Social Sesvices. Child Protection
Service, etc.).










an ear, a heart, a brain, skin or a
toenail according to the need of the
body. When cells do not follow the
predetermined pattern, there s
tragedy, but when every part
develops and performs according to
design, it is possible to produce a
masterpiece of coordination such as
that of the t4-year-old Romanian
olympic star Nadia Comaneci, in the
same way, if all the members of the
Body of Christ were using their gifts
as designed, we would see a church
whole and beautiful in its ministry to
the world.

What too often is seen Is a mal-
functioning body because so many
members are not even aware that
they have gifts, and others are not
using them to serve one another,
When a singie member does not
function as intended, to that extent
the body is crippled. It is not hard to
find entire congregations as numb
as a paralyzed leg or a deaf ear, and
other congregations with many dead
parts. Anything which paralyzes a
local church makes the world
Church unheaithy.

Sometimes the trouble is that
ears are trying to be eyes or vice
versa. To this problem Paul ad-
dresses these words, “‘But unto
every one of us is given grace
according tc the measure of the gift
of Christ.... And he gave some,
aposties; and some, prophets; and
some, evangelists;, and some,
pastors and teachers [and helpers,
hostesses, exhorters, organizers,
givers, empathizers, and some
possessors of faith, wisdom,
knowiedge or discernment,
speakers of tongues, interpreta-
tions, performers of miracles and
healers]. For the perfecting of the
saints ... FOR THE EDIFYING OF
THE BCDY OF CHRIST: Till we all
come in the unity of the faith, and of
the knowtedge of the Son of God,
unto a perfect man, unto the
measure of the stature of the
fulness of Christ’ (Ephesians 4:7,
11-13). (See also | Corinthians 12
and Romans 12.)

EXERCISING
OUR RESPONSIBILITIES

We are each responsible to one
another to develop and use the gifts
for which we will be accountable to
God. All are to be involved in
keeping the commands given to
every Christian to serve, to love, to
witness, to exercise faith, and the
like. What, then, is my gift? A
spiritual gift is that unigue enabling
which the Holy Spirit gives to each
believer to serve in the Body and to
meet the needs of other members in
the Body. A breakdown here pre-
vents the perfect functioning of the
Body. As the stomach takes in food,
the digestive systems take from it
the nutrients which the blood carries
to the brain and other parts of the
body. Malfunctioning at any point
blocks the whole process.

Because every person’s gift is
valuabie and essential to the on-
going of the Body, the church is
encouraged to know its members
and their individual gifts and to
provide opportunities for their
exercise. '*As every man hath
received the gift, even so minister
the same one to ancther, as good
stewards of the manifold grace of
God" (1 Peter 4:10),

In a very reai way the pastor is the
steward of the gifts of his people
and is responsible to use these
resources for the good of the
church. Though he may and often
does have many gifts of his own, this
does not excuse his failure to use
the gifts of his congregation, which
the Holy Spirit in His wisdom has
given to the group to help them
mature in Christ. For instance, even
though the pastor may be and often
is an outstanding Bible teacher,
some other man or woman in the
group may have an even greater gift
of teaching.

Believers are also stewards of
one another’s gifts. I am to draw
from others to meet my needs, and
they are to draw from me. To refuse
to do so is to fail in the stewardship
of one another’s gifts. Do not imitate
or envy the gifts of others; neither
measure your gifts or in any way
compare them with the gifts of
others. To remember that God gives
the gifts as He wills makes one less
likely to feel either proud or inferjor
over personal gifts.

Each person is the steward of his
own gifts and is responsible to
discover them and to find ways in
which to use them. The question is
what has the Holy Spirit enabled me
to do for the members of my
church? if fellow believers from time
to time make similar specific
reguests of me, perhaps God is
using these people to show me that
one of my gifts may be the very thing
that is being requested of me. By
looking around at others' needs, |
can be shown by the Holy Spirit
ways to meet those needs. To
refuse to meet the needs shown to
me is to refuse to use my gifts.

IDENTIFYING BASIC PRINCIPLES

In writing to the church about
spiritual gifts, Paul identified 5
principles. First he concluded that
wherever the Body of Christ is, the
Hoiy Spirit has graciously provided
for all of iis needs by the distribution
of gifts which may or may not be
recognized and used. Secondly, no
Christian should ever think of him-
self as more important to the Body
than any other Christian, By the
same token he should not feel in-
ferior if he is using what God has
given him for God’'s glory. Thirdly, no
member can function alone, When a
hand is severed from the body, if
may remain in the form of a hand for
a short while, but it no longer works.

Fourthly, Paul’'s primary em-
phasis is always on the fruit of the
Spirit which every Christian is o
cultivate in order to build up the
unity of the Body of Christ. The Holy
Spirit glorifies Christ by taking the
things of Christ and reproducing
them in His Body, the Church. He
makes us like Christ in  His
character {the fruit of the Spirit), and
He does through us the work of
Christ (the gifts of the Spirit). When a
gpiritual gift is exercised, other
pecple receive spiritual blessing.
When the Spirit produces fruit in a
life, God gets the glory. Anything
else is counterfeit.

If | am not exercising my gifts, |
am crippling the Body of my Lord. If
[ am not allowing the Holy Spirit to
produce His fruit in me, | am

(Please turn to page 9.)
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Even when sickness does occur, the
decision to seek a doctor is delayed
as long as possible because of the
fear of being hospitalized.

If a member of the pastor’s family
must be hospitalized, he faces the
embarrassment of trying to admit a
sick loved one to the hospital with
no insurance or even no money. In
desperation he may have to borrow
money to pay an admittance fee,
Thereafter, each time he passes the
admission office, he is reminded of
a mushrooming bili he wonders how
he will be able to pay. Then he goes
upstairs to try to cheer and comfort
an ill loved one while covering his
own depression over the multiplying
cost.

The hardest part comes when the
patient is ready to be discharged.
Arrangements have to be made to
pay the hospital bills, [f possible, an
account is set up to make monthly
payments which may stretch into
long bleak years ahead. Money that
could purchase a new car to be
used in visitation will now go for an
enormous hospital bill. Money that
could be used to further the educa-
tion of children will be consumed by
counttess monthly paymenis. it may
mean that the pastor’'s children will
never be able 1o attend coliege. In
some instances children have be-
come embittered against the church
because they have had to endure
severe financial hardships. Sacrific-
ing for Jesus never embitters any-
one, but the pressure of enduring
years on a meager income because
of a shortsighted or indifferent con-
gregation certainly can.

The church which fails to provide
hospitalization for the pastor will not
escape If a major iliness occurs.
Public sympathy will be aroused for
the pastor facing a hospital bili of
multiplied thousands of doliars if the
pastor has no insurance. It can be
embarrassing to the congregation if
television or radio stations publicize
the pastor’'s plight. When public
sympathy is aroused, various clubs

ABOUT THE WRITER: Mr. Thomas is associ-
ate director of the National Home Missions
Department, Nashville, Tennessee. He is a
member of Woodbine Free Wil Bapfist
Church, Nashville.

and organizations begin o respond
by raising maoney or holding bene-
fits. Preacher friends send gifts, and
other churches receive offerings.

But the tragic thing amid all this
publicity is the possibility of a nega-
tive reaction by the public toward
the church. If such did occur, the in-
fiuence of the church could be
blighted. It would lose many pros-
pects because some would not care
to attend a church that permitted its
pastor to suffer such a trying exper-
ience.

The church will no doubt take
special offerings and give every
penny it can scrape together to cut
down the pastor's enormous bill. But
again a church that waits until some
emergency occurs may have to give
far more in one offering than the
insurance premiums would have
cost for an entire year. Yet the giftis
barely a drop in the bucket toward
paying the mammoth hospital and
doctor bills.

Every Free Will Baptist church
should provide adequate hospital
insurance for the pastor and his
family, Some state associations
already have excellent group hospi-
talization plans for pastors.
Churches can enroll their pastors

"and send the premiums to the state

treasurer in order {o provide essen-
tial coverage. .

The National Home Missions
Board now gives each missionary
$55.00 per month for medical insur-
ance. Furthermore, it requires the
missionary to send a copy of his
policy to the general director.

In some cases the church adds
the cost of insurance premiums to

. the pastor's salary. Of course, the

pastor is pleased to get such a raise,
but he is more grateful for the peace
of mind that the insurance coverage
will provide. However, it would be
better if the church would consider
paying the premiums directly to the
insurance company. In this way the
amount of the premiums would not
be considered taxable income for
the pastor.

Does your church provide hospi-
tal insurance for its pastor? You may
say. ‘‘We can't afford it."”" In light of
your church's testimony and your
pastor's peace of mind, can you
afford not to provide insurance
coverage? A

YOU ARE THE STEWARD

OF A SPIRITUAL GIFT
(Cont. from page 7)

defaming the character of my
beloved Lord by calling myself by
His name.

Fifthty, Paul points out that
everything a member does for the
Body is to be motivated by love for
Christ and other members of the
Body. "'Be kindly affectioned one to
another with brotherly love; in
honour preferring one another”
(Romans 12:10). “'And whether one
member suffer, all the members
suffer with it; or one member be
honoured, all the members rejoice
with it" ( Corinthians 12:26}.

Just as men can never un-
derstand why God chose to limit
Himself by His incarnation in a
human body, they cannot un-
derstand why He now limits Himself
to the Church, but the Scriptures
affirm that this is the case. What He
does in the world today He does
through your hands and mine; what
He speaks, He speaks through your
lips and mine; where He goes, He
goes by your feet and mine. *'So
then after the Lord had spoken unto
them, he was received up Into
heaven, and sat on the right hand of
God. And they went forth, and
preached every where, the Lord
working with them, and confirming
the word with signs following™' (Mark
16:19,20).

The concept of the Church as an
organic functioning body teaches
that the very life of the Body is
Christ. Without Him we can do noth-
ing, and He does not choose to do
anything in the way of world
redemption without us. Let us use
our gifts to serve one another in love
50 that the Holy Spirit may produce
in us His fruit and Christ may be
glorified in His Body, the Church.

ABCUT THE WRITER: Mrs. Cronk is a state
disability examiner for the Social Security Ad-
ministration in Tennessee. She is a veteran
missionary, having served in India. Mrs.
Cronic is a member of the Horton Heights
Free Will Baptist Church, Nashville, Ten-
nessee. A
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DENOMINATIGNAL COLLEGE

CONFERS RECORD NUMBER
OF DEGREES
NASHVILLE, TENN.—Eighty-eight

students, the largest graduating
class in the 35-year history of Free
Wil Baptist Bible College received
degrees in the 1977 graduation ex-
ercises held May 12 in the college's
Activities Buitding.

Fifty-four were completing the
bacheior of arts program; 19, the
bachelor of science program; 8, the
8-year Christian Warker’'s Bible
Dipioma program; and 8, the 2-year
business certificate program.

More than 1,500 parents and
friends gathered on the campus to
join school personnel in honoring
the graduates. Several special
awards were presented students
during the commencement pro-
gram,

A special recognition was given
to Dr. Charles Thigpen in honor of
his 25 years of service to the
college. President L. C. Johnson
made the unannounced presenta-
tion to Dean Thigpen as a token of
the school's thanks for his quarter
century of service. Dr. Thigpen
joined the faculty in 1948 as dean of
men, registrar and teacher. After a
4-year return to the pastorate, he
rejoined the coliege staff in 1957
and has served as an instructor of
English and church ministries as
well as academic dean. The congre-
gation honored Dr. and Mrs.
Thigpen with a standing ovation as
Dr. Johnson pubticly acknowledged
the Thigpen's contributions.

1
A
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NEW MEXICG STATE ASSOCIATION TO RESUME

PUBLICATICGN OF PAPER

ALBUQUERQUE, N.M.—Delegates
to the ninth annual session of the
New Mexico State Assoclation,
hosted by the First Free Will Baptist
Church of Albugquergue on April 15,
18, voted to resume publication of
the state paper, Good News of New
Mexico. Elected 1o serve as editor
was the Rev. Karel Smith, national
home missionary to Albuguerque.

Representatives from 9 churches
from the state's 2 district
associations worshiped and con-
ducted the business of the associa-
tion under the theme "“Whatsoever
you do, do ali to the glory of God."”
Presiding at the session was
Moderator Henry Murray, pastor of
the Faith Memorial Church in
Carlsbad.

Speakers for this session were
the Rev. Lonnie Palmer, missionary
to Ivory Coast, West Africa; Rev. W.
W. Winters, host pasior; Rev. Roger
McClelian, pastor of First Church,
Hobbs; and the Rev. T. B. Gartman,

pastor of Faith ,Chapel Church,
Hobbs, who spoke in place of Dr. J.
D. O'Donnell, national moderator.
Dr. O'Donnell was unable 1o be
present at the association because
of unexpected surgery.

In other business the association
voted to take $700 from the state
misston fund and designate it for the
building fund of Shiloh Church,
Atbuquerque, where Karel Smith is
faboring as a joint project worker.
The association will also be desig-
nating $30 per month to the Smith
account for the next year. The
association voted to have a state
youth camp the third week in June,

1978, with Benny Garner as
director.
The 1977-78 officers are

Moderator Karei Smith, Clerk Katie
Pinson and Promotional Secretary
John Jeffrey. The 1978 meeting will
be held at Faith Memorial Chapel
Free Wili Baptist Church, Carlsbad,
April 14, 15,

TENNESSEE ASSOCIATION FORMALLY OPPOSES TWO UPCOMING MOTION PICTURES

ERWIN, TENN.—The Appalachian
Association of Tennessée Free Wili
Baptists approved a resolution in
their meeting April 16, 1877, to
formatly oppose the making,
distribution and showing of the
films, '"The Passover Plot" and
“The Many Faces of Jesus,” or any
other film of like import in the United
States.

By their action they are giving
support to the organization, Inter-
faith Committee Against Blasphemy,
which was organized in Glendale,
California, to oppose the distribution

of such pornographic and
blasphemous motion pictures and to
make the public aware of the exist-
ence of such films in order to mar-
shall opposition. The 2 films under
question reportedly defile and mock
the divine nature of Jesus as the Son
of God, picture Christ as a homo-
sexual, and otherwise are porno-

graphic in nature. A spokesman.

says they constitute blasphemy.

The resolution stated that the
major part of the activities of the
Appalachian Association “are direc-
ted toward youngsters of our com-

munities wherein the churches seek
to aid and guide young people
morally.”” The existence and
showing of such films undermines
and destroys not only the efforts of
Christians within the association but
also the basic moral fiber of today's
society. Therefore, the association
urges opposition to such filth by all
means at the Christian’s disposal.

The Rev. Winford Floyd, pastor of
First Free Will Baptist Church, Eliza-
bethton, is moderator of this associ-
ation,



KENTUCKY CONGREGATION
LIQUIDATES CHURCH
INDEBTEDNESS

ASHLAND, KY.—April 17 was
victory day for the Second Free Will
Baptist Church when Pastor Eddie
Dollar led the congregation in burn-
ing the mortgage on their building.

A congregation of over 300 wit-
nessed the burning of the bank note
during the morning worship. The
Rev. Bob Shockey, Nashville, Ten-
nessee, former pastor and now
director of the Home Missions De-
partment of the National Associa-

tion, delivered the morning
message. Other special guests
include Rev, Waliace Adkins,

speaker for the afterncon service:
Rev. Redford Meadows, former
pastor who delivered the evening
message; and Rev. Herman
McFaddin, soloist for the day.

The church conciuded the victory
day celebration with communion
and feet washing services.

ANNUAL BIBLE CONFERENCE
INITIATED AT
SALEM BIBLE COLLEGE

SALEM, FLA.—The Bible confer-
ence conducted on the campus of
Salem Bible College May 11-13 was
the first of what President Graeme
Savage states will become an an-
nual eveni. Speakers for the
occasion were D, L. Bright, pastor of
Pilgrim Rest Church, Lakeland,
Florida, and president of United
Free Will Baptists; Executive Secre-
tary Rufus Coffey of the National
Association of Free Will Baptists;
and President Savage,

A good lay representation, pas-
tors from more than a dozen
churches, and approximately 50
high school students swelled attend-
ance to a peak of 147 for the Thurs-
day night session. Twenty-eight high
school students met in a special
college crientation session and ex-

pressed Interest in enrolling at
Salem Bible College.
During the past quarter, 34

students were enrolled in the day
and night classes on the campus.
President Savage states that he ex-
pects a substantial enroflment in-
crease for the fail quarter.

NOTE BURNING—Celebrating the liguidation of the church’s indebtedness by burning the
mortgage were, left to right, {back row) Bert McFaddin, Edward Meadows, Chariey Simpson,
George Branham, Frank Brankam and James Bartley; {second row) Lewis Bond, Phil Palter-
son, Bob Low and W. I Carter, (front row) Bob Shockey, Larry Branham, Virgit Waliace and
Pastor Eddie Dollar.

NEW STEWARDSHIP PROGRAM MATERIALS OFF THE PRESS

NASHVILLE, TENN.—Realizing that
stewardship is a vital dimension
lacking in many Free Will Baptist
churches, the National Sunday
School Department is making
available new materials designed to
aid Free Will Baptist pastors and lay
leaders in fulfilling this missing
dimension,

The new materiais were
correlated and compited by Dr. J. D.
O’Donnell, editorial manager of the
Free Will Baptist Sunday School
Depariment and Moderator of the
National Asscciation,

These materiais come in 4 color
and include a step-by-step program
for effective utilization. Among the
materials are booklets entitled “'All

of Mine for Him"' by Georgia pastor
Damen C. Dodd and “The Greater
Stewardship” by Eddie Dollar, a
Kentucky pastor. Other helps
include stewardship posters,
bulletin inserts with stewardship
messages, tithing commitment
cards, and tithing budget promoter
folders.

To aid the pastor in making full
use of all the materials, Dr.
O'Donnell  states there is a
suggested program of planning
beginning 8 weeks befare the com-
mitment day as well as cther organi-
zational helps. These may be
ordered from the Sunday Scheol
Departiment, P.O. Box 17306,
Nashville, Tennessee 37217.

SCHDDL CHILDREN'S SIGN STOPS PRESIDENT CARTER

BRUNSWICK, GA.—The sign held
by several students from the
Brunswick Christian Academy read,
“Mr. President, please stop.”” He
couldn't resist.

So Jimmy Carter waded hip deep
into a crowd of screaming school
children that Monday morning, May
30. He patted heads, shook hands
and hugged shoulders, President
Carter told the youngsters, 'Thank
you all for stopping me. i'm giad to
see you all.” He also teasingly
added, “'t don't want you all to get
mad at me now because you are out
of class."

The President was enroute back
to nearby Saint Simon Island after
bidding his wife Rosalynn farewell
on her Latin American tour at the
Brunswick Airport. That Memorial
Day morning Cartet's 8-year-old
daughter Amy was with her father
when they stopped to greet the
youngsters.

Brunswick Christian Academy is
sponsored by First Free Will Baptist
Church, Brunswick, Classes are
offered from nursery level through
grade 8. Paul Davis is pastor, and
Horace Gaskins serves as principal
of the school.
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Currently . . .

By
JACK WILLIAMS
Editor

The members of First FWB Church, Mur-
freesboro, Tennesses, must be frying to tell
their pastor Dr. J. D, O’Donnell something.
Dr. O'Donnell currently resides in Nashville,
but as of june 1, 1977, the members were
well on their way to furnishing the parsonage
which is located adjacent to the church.
Somebody left a TV. Someone eise gave an
easy chair. Another family loaned a dinette
set, and now the pastor is asking for a win-
dow air conditioner, Dr, O'Donnell is modera-
for of the National Association of Free Will
Baptists and is editorial manager with the
National Sunday School Department.

‘Love makes the worid go ‘round.” At
least that’s the song the people in the Village
Chapel FWB Church, Ceres, California, are
singing these days. Adrlan Condit is pastor.
On a recent Sunday morning there was joy in
the camp as families came forward together
{o break their Love Loaves. When the wave of
excitement had subsided and the money was
counted, a total of $476.75 had been given
~ through Love Loaves. With a few loaves still
. 1o be counted, the pastor expected gifts to

exceed the $500 mark. Moneys collecied

through the Love Loaf method will go to

World Vision to be used in its worldwide

ministries and to Free Will Baptist missions,

Here is one of those very serious chuckles
that gets included in a church bulletin every
once in awhile. Pastor Don Hicks, First FWB
Church, Varo Beach, Florida, inciuded a
spiritual test in the weekly bulletin, The
statement was, I cannot attend Sunday
night services because. ... Listed helow
were 9 reasons that were suitable ior not
being in church. They included, "Too tired,
my only time at home, visiting, company at
our home, movies, just not Interested, too
much church, favorite TV program, and
sports acftivities.” Then the bottom line
stated, “"Tear off here, and mail to God."” This
was to be done after members checked the
appropriate blank,

The flutter of degrees and certificates is
becoming quite common in Hamilton FWB
Church, Hamilton, Alabama. Pastor W. B.
Hughes has 2 members of his church who
recently graduated from Free Will Baptist
Bibte College, Nashville, Tennessee; 2 more
who plan to attend FWBBC this fali; a deacon
who is receiving the preliminary Evangelical
Teaching Training Association certificate at
Alabama Bible Institute graduation exercises;
and 5 members who received ETTA credit
cards in services at a recent Sunday morning

‘- service., Pastor Hughes is no stranger to

; educational attainments, He was a student at
FWBBC when he was well past the age when
most men hang up their scholastic boots.

Pastor Connfe Carlker and the West Tulsa

FWB Chuirch, Tulsa, Oklahoma, seem to
have a large corner of the market on out-
standing students in Oklahoma. One of his
members, Paula Coftman, was selected as
the cutstanding student at Hillsdale Coliege,
Mocre. Another member Alfen Rogers was
the editor of the Hillsdale Coliege yearbook,
The Harvester. Philllp Vender was chosen
student of the year in Bixby high school. And
just to prove that students who attend West
Tulsa like schooi, Pastor Cariker noted that
Wilile Schooley has finished 7 years of public
school without missing a day. Willie will be a
senior next year.

Two new church buses rofled onto the
church lot at Sherwood Forest FWB Church,
El Sobrante, Cailifornia. Dr. Mitburn Wilson is
pastor. Two members recently made a trek
hack east and located the buses. This is one
church that really needs them. The midweek
reminder noted that bus riders totaled 184 on
a recent Sunday, and that was considered a
siow Sunday. Two members recently
graduated from Callfornia Christian College.
They are Gayla Vanderburg and Melba
Hibbard.

Two new faces are scheduled for Bethany
Christian School. Gary and Ann Maines will
be moving this summer to Norfolk, Virginia,
where Gary will assume responsibilities as
principal of the schoot. Gary earned his B.A.
degree from FWBBC and a M.A. degree from
Bob Jones University. He is one of those
fetlows who has not outgrown his wife educa-
tionally. Recently, he has been working while
Ann completed her education. Ann is the
daughter of Dr. and Mrs. Charles Thigpen. Dr.
Thigpen is dean of FWBBC. She graduated
this June from Bob Jones University at the
head of her class of 700. Bethany Christian
School is an outreach of Bethany FWB
Church. Galen Dunbar is pastor.

First FWB Church, Berketey, Missourl,
intends to consistently average 200 by the
end of this year, Therefore, according to the
faw of growth, they have set a goal to enroil
418 by that time, With the proposed budget of

" just over $62,000 for 1977.78, Pastor Bill Van

Winkle and his members have designated
almost 20 percent of the totai income 1o
outside giving.

i's rally around the marker time in Ala-
bama. At a unique Mother's Day program at
Mount Mortah FWB Church, Ethelsville, a
historical marker was unveiled. The marker
designated the Mount Moriah Church as the
oldest Free Will Baptist Church in Alabama
and named her the “Mother Church." Dennis
Kizzire is pastor. The church recently added
a new facet to Wednesday services called
missionary time. A member does research on
some Free Will Baptist missionary and then
each Wednesday night shares his findings.

While the entire nation seems 10 be crying
for rain, members of Northwest FWB
Church, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, received
a rather wet surprise recently. The press
room where their midweek paper, The
Guiding Light, is printed feil victim to local
fiash fiooding. Four inches of water swirled
across the floor as workers came in to pre-
pare the publication for printing. However,
the water subsided, and the presses rolled.
Besides, as Pastor James Murray stated,
"We needed the rain.”’

Head's FWB Church, Cedar Hill, Ten-

nessee, wan!s ils pastor Ron Parker (o be
comfortable while he prepares his sermons.
The pastor's study has taken on a new look. It
is now bigger and sports a new ceiling,
freshly paneled walis, and a brand-new
carpet on the floor.

What would Capitol FWB Church,
Okiahoma Clty, Okiahoma, do with 518 bus
riders? Pastor Homer Young may have to
solve this problem. A recent issue of The
Qutreach, his church publication, stated that
264 persons had been bused to church on a
recent Sunday. ‘We could double our bus
attendance this year,” the paper claimed.
Brother Young seems tc be doing his part to
make this dream come true. He is deeply
involved in a "'Beat the Pastor’” campaign. He
has taken a bus route and is threatening to
have 100 ride his bus very soon.

Ground-breaking services were conducted
in Wichita Falls, Texas, on May 15 as the
First FWB Church girded itself for construc-
tion of a 53' x 80’ expansion project. Pastor
Earl Scroggins wrote a note to his people
assuring them they would have to heed Paul's
advice in Romans 12:1 about a living sacrifice
if they expected the building to be completed.
Pastor Scrogging reminded them that no
dead sacrifice would build the building, drive
nalls, lay carpel, pour concrete, work after
hours or be understanding wives.

What with the summer slump about to hit
most Free Wil Baptist churches, Pastor Ben
Scott, First FWB Church, North Little Rock,
Arkansas, got the jump on prospective ab-
sentees in his midweek news. The pastor
reminded his members that the church pays
the price of weekend camping trips, visits to
relatives and friends, and members who use
the Lord’s Day 1o sieep late. With members
gone, preachers get cranky; teachers get dis-
couraged; revival spirit wanes; and the world
teeters on the very brink of destruction.

Tupelo FWB Church, Tupelo, Mississippl,
inaugurated a children's church with 28
youngsters the first week. Four weeks later
over 50 bright-eyed young people were a part
of the children’s church congregation, Billy
Bevan is pastor of the Mississippi church,

Hand a rose to the Church Training Service
of First FWB Church, DeSoto, Missourl. [
has received the Century Award, given by the
National CTS Department to churches which
average 100 or over in CTS for a quarter. This
Missouri church has averaged over 100 for 2
guarters. Charles L. Miller is pastor.

One church has discovered the faith
promise system not only works for the cause
of missions, but & also is quite successiul in
paving focal church parking iots. Grace FWB
Church, Rocky Mount, North Caroling,
needed $2,500 to cover the cost of this
property improvement. Members are
pledging $5-3$10 a month or more above their
tithes, of course, to defray the expenses.
Pastor Robert Durham and his assistant Billy
Keith couldn’t be happier.

Mare Free Will Baptist pastors are taking
active roles in the community other than
ministering sotely to their local flocks. Pastor
Richard Cordell, Quin FWB Church, Guin,
Alabama, was recently afforded a com-
munity-wide opportunity when he was
designated baccalaureate speaker at the

Marion County High School.
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CURRENTLY . . . (Cont,)

Randy Cox is pastor of First FWB Church,
Raleigh, North Carolina. This lively
congregation is planning a new educational
building this year. It is all on the drawing
board. In September, 1977, the church will
open Raleigh Christian Academy and kindet-
garten for students ages 4 through second
grade. Doug Henderson serves as associate
{0 the pastor,

Pastor Carl Young, Petaluma FWB
Church, Petaluma, California, is wearing a
wide grin these days. One recent Sunday's
records showed 59 visitors in Sunday school.
The California congregation began a primary
church, and in its thirg Sunday 42 boys and
girls attended. One member of the congrega-
tion, Miss Sheryl Holder, was named recip-
ient for the 1977 Church Training Service
scholarship at CCC. Sheryl was also named
the outstanding student at CCC this year,

Rocky Pass FWB Church, Marion, North
Carolina, has maintained a 21 percent
growth increase each year for the past 23
years. in 1954 total membership was 71. In
1977 membership totaled 395 with 344 of
these being on the active roil. Property value
is near $300,000, including church facilities,
parsonage, fellowship building, agditional
house with 8 acres, 3 buses, one van, and 2
extra lots of land. The 41st anniversary home-
coming on May 15 celebrated the continuing
upsurge in the church's growth. Rev, A. C.
Truluck pastors.

Pastor Jason Salyer and the First FWB
Church, Sheiby, North Carolina, have
decided to get the most mileage possibie out
of their church building. Where many
churches only use their facilities 5 to 6 hours
per week and the rest of the time the
structures are unused, this is not the case in
Shelby. Negotiations have been concluded
with Twelve Oaks Academy, an independent
Christian schooi, 1o use the church facilities
Monday through Friday for instruction.
Twelve Qaks Academy is accredited by the
North Carolina School System. Thay
cufrently enroil 32 students in grages 6-172
and maintain a faculty of 4,

“Loyalty Day" may sound like an unusual
name for hemecoming, but that's the way
things are at Bethel FWB Church, Ashland
City, Tennesses. Pastor Jim Turnbough
reported that on the most recent Loyalty Day
3 were saved; 225 were present; and an
offering of $4,157.08 was presentad. Bethel
has been in a constant state of revival lately
with 9 souls saved and 9 rededications. The
pastor is stressing use of the church library
for members who want good books to read.

Because everybody loves a winner, Pastor
Russeli Spurgecn and the Trinity FWB
Church, Bridgeton, Missouri, have gone the
extra mile in congratulating their Bible Bowi
team that did not win the slate competition.
Trinity's entry capiured second place ang,
therefore, will very likely not be representing
the state in the national competition. But the
Trinity news bulletin praised the members of
the team for their display of good character
and Christian attitude. Both the compstitors
and the coach were commended for their dili-

gence in study while preparing for the state
CTS competition,

Who said teenagers don't know how to say
thank you? The High Tean Class, Shiloh FWB
Church, Bristol, Virginia, surely do. In a
recent issue of the church newsietter, the
class weicomed a new member, listed the
officers elected for the coming year and then
at the bottom of their paragraph inserted this
sentence, ‘“‘We would tike io thank the
deacon board and the members of the
church for letling us put up the basketball
goal. We ask that no one use the goatl during
the church services.' Hats off to the Shitoh
High Teen Class. Walter L. Statzer is pastor.

Pastor Willlam Travis is thinking aheag.
First FWB Church, Thomaston, Georgia,
completed remodeling of the church. After
expressing tharks to each member for his
heip, the pastor then suggested that each
member could demonstrate fo the Lord how
he appreciated the use of God's building by
keeping all unnecessary items out of church
—items like toys, gum, candy and papers. He
concludeg, “This is the Lord's house, notl a
ptayhouse or a snack shop.”'

An QOkiahoma pastor shared with his con-
gregation that he had mental reservations
concerning churches with large day-care
centers. Pastor Jerry Dudley informed the
Stratford FWB Church, Stratford, Oklahoma,
that while he had been involved in such
churches, he repeategly faced the question
of whether the church contributed to the
further breakdown of home and mother care
by so doing. Sometime ago Pastor Dudley
resolved it was his desire that every mother
with a small child should cease her employ-
ment outside the home and care for the child
God gave her. Dudiey felt it would be in better
interest of the home 1o shut down the chiid-
care center and send mother home with the
children. However, since most working
mothers either would not or couid not leave
their jobs, it was decided to at least afford the
¢hiidren a Christian environment during the
day.

Have you ever been to a Jolly 60's Day?
Eastside FWB Church, Elizabethton, Ten-
nesses, sponsored one on May 15. On that
day the senior citizens were honoregd; all
special singing was done by folks over 80
years of age; ang the church had a senior citi-
zens speaker, Brother Carl Osborne. Richard
Adams is pastor.

Did you know that TV will help you grow as
a Christian, sirengthen your church, reach
people for Christ, and glorify Christ and the
church? That's what Pastor Buddy Henry toid
the Cordova FWB Church, Cordova, Ala-
bama. TV will do ali this the pastor assureg
the congregation # TV stands for Thursday
Visitation.

First FWB Church, New Castte, Indlana, is
going into the mountain moving business.
Pastor Dan O’Donnell informed his congre-
gation that the mountain of $20,000 indebted-
ness had to be moved before the church
could expect the atiendance to climb higher.
With Sunday schoo! capacity of 250 ang
attendance at a 214 average for 1976, Pastor
O'Donnell and his people are at the foot of
that mountain.

Tennessee’s newest home mission church
at Lebanon averaged 32 in attendance for

the month of May, according to missionary
pastor Wallace Hayes. He adds the greatest
achievements have been the 5 saivation
decisions witnessed and the 3 rededications
made.

First FWB Church, Dacatur, lliinols, wiil
host a Pastor's and Worker's Conference
September 12-14, The event is being
sponsored by the district associations within
the state. Speakers will include Ohio pastor
Paul Thompson, Alabama pastor Tom
Malone, and General Direcior Bob Shockey
and Assistant Director Roy Thomas of the
National Home Missions Department, Nash-
ville, Tennessee,

Rev. Paui Thompson ang the congregation
of the Welch Avenue FWB Church, Coium-
bus, Ohio, honored a feliow member, Mr.
John Conner, on his 100th birthday in the
morning service May 1. Mr. Conner, who
survives with a pacemaker in his heart,
testified, “I'm an oid warrior for Christ.” He
was reacheqg for the church by Diek Lawlor.
the director of the senior citizens ministry.

During the first quarter of 1977 the
members of First FWB Church, Moore, Okla-
homa, gave $4.311.39 to outside causes
through the district treasurer. Pastor Dan
Farmer commended his peopie for their faith-
fuiness during the winter months and noted
that Moore Church was ranked thirg in the
association in outside giving during this
quarter.

First FWB Church, Searcy, Arkansas, has
begun construction on its new auditorium ang
educational complex. Ground-breaking
services were observed Sunday, April 3,1977.
Pastor Howard Hensley stated the new
church, which is focated on a 3-acre tract on
Highway 36 West, will feature an auditorium
to accommodate 320.

The congregation of the Maplewood FWB
Church, Bastrop, Loulslana, is now oc-
cupying its new church building on Naff
Street. The first services were held April 3,
1977. Prior to the move to the new location,
the church was known as South Washington
FWB Church, according to Pastor Ralph
Fowler.

Clough Pike FWB Church, Cincinnati,
Ohio, recently experienced a different kind of
revival, and Pastor Willis Booth is thrilled. In
3 days 48 souls were won to Christ through
door-to-door visitation. Garland Roberts, a
deacon of Welch Avenue FWB Church,
Columbus, Ohlo, spent 3 days with the
people of the Ciough Pike Church teaching
them by example the ministry of door-to-door
visifation. Mr. Roberts used part of his vaca-
tion time to help this church. That, too, is a
commendable gesture on the part of a
Christian brother.

in August, 1975, approximately 4 vears
after the doors of Weavers Chapel FWB
Church, Batesville, Arkansas, were locked,
interested families reopened the church as a
migsion, With improvements in the physical
plant and an increase in atiendance, the
church was formally reorganized in January,
1977, ang the charter was closed in March
with 28 members. Pastor Kenneth Manuel
and those who labored on behaif of this work
prove the devil may win. the battle momen-
tarily, but the final victory is 1o those who are
faithful.
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A WHEN THE BUDGET

V

By Heddy Chapman

What's a budget? If anyone can
remain on a budget these days, he
must have extraordinary powers. In
the Chapman. household, we have
come to the point where most me-
chanical things are beginning to
break down one by one. Some, such
as the power mower which is only 2
years old, are not ancient.

My husband Scotchy is learning
10 be plumber and general mechan-
ic since the budget demands more
efforf on our part. As he struggles
with the innards of these fauity
appliances, | pray—earnestly. By
repairing it ourselves, the power
mower required parts amounting to
$7. When the motor purred, Scotchy

BALKS

ran into the house saying, ‘It works.
Did you pray?"

About a week later, the refriger-
ator refused to function. As | prayed
again, Scotchy '‘shuggled” it all
about, as the Scots say. Soon we
heard the sound of the motor
running. Thirty minutes later,
however, it stopped again. We went
through the same procedure, and
the refrigerator began humming.
That afternoon we decided to look at
new refrigerators just in case.
Happily, ours has lasted another
year,

Several weeks ago the toaster
defaulted. | did not know Scotchy
was in the kitchen trying to repair it.
In a few moments he showed me a
handful of wires. “You're not

praying,’’ he declared. “But | didn’t
know you had started to repair it,” |
explained.

I have heard toast-scraping
sounds for some weeks now as the
poor man waits to buy just the right
toaster. True to his innate Scottish
nature, he is iooking for a bargain.

Scotchy discovered that the
washer has a worn-out bearing in
the main shaft (whatever that
means). But he has been advised to
let the machine conk out as it would
cost an exorbitant fee just to have
someone ook at it. Its piteous
groans still make me wonder when
that fine day wili be. The television is
beginning to have its problems, but
we would not consider that a great
loss. Meanwhile, we keep on pray-
ing.

Even if Scotchy does ali the work,
[ think prayer has played a large part
even in these mundane details of
everyday living. (Please excuse me
as | want o check with the
“plumber' about a leaking faucet.)

ABOUT THE WRITER: Mrs. Chapman /s a
frequent contributor to CONTACT, who bases
most of her writing upon personal experi-
ences. She /s a member of Bethany Free Will
Baptist Church, Norfoik, Virginia. A

ON
THE MISSION
FRONTS

Compiled
By Staft

One of the ever-present obstacles to the
children’s ciub ministry in Rennes, France, is
the opposition of Catholic parents, according
to missionary Patsy Vanhook. This opposi-
tion has baen very evident recently since
many of the children are preparing®to take
thair first communion in the Catholic Church.
Miss Vanhook requests prayer for one young
lady who wiil be {aking communion and will ng
longer be abie to come to the club. The girl
needs to undersiand the truth of the Gospel
that she has received in the Good News Ciub
so she will not be ied astray by the doctrines
of men.

An openness to the Gospel was recently
witnessed in Ef Tamale, Mexico, when Jerry
Baron journeyed approximately 800 miles
south of his mission station at Guadatajara to
preach the Gospet, Six adults were con-
verted. Over 70 gathered for the services.
This is evidence that the new group desper-

ately needs a missionary pastor,

Missionary Lonnie Sparks, Madrid, Spain,
reports that attendance for 2 Sundays in May
was good. One Sunday 41 were present and
the next Sunday 38.

Allan and LaRue Crowson will soon begin
the third trimester of language schooi since
they arrived in Albertville, France, last
January. Allan says, "“We are certainly not
proficient, but we are progressing.” They are
contemplating remaining in France after
August for further language school. The
Crowsons are missionary appointees to Ivory
Coast, West Africa.

After conducting services for a few weeks
in Newark, Ohlo, nationai church extension
worker Bill Adkisson reporis that attendance
is averaging 90 in Sunday school, During the
month of April there were 18 conversions and
14 joined the church. New convert classes
are being taught. Permanent facilities are still
being sought.

Lynn and Ramona Miley continue to ask
tor physical sirength and safety as they
adjust to life on the mission station at Doropo,
vory Coast, West Africa. Recently they
discovered 2 spitting cobras, one in their
house and one on the porch step. A third
cobra was found in the water weil by Dr.
LaVerne Mlley when he was making a routine
check of the supply. Although the homes are
built to keep out such reptites, the snake
apparentiy entered the house through a smail
space adjacent 1o the opening for a pipe,

Lynn states missionary personnet are
considering having 2 morning services at the
Doropo Station each Sunday, one in French
and one in Lobi. This would simplify services
because there would be no translating from
one tongue to another, and the time element
would be improved. They wouid probably
have an adult Sunday school class in Lobi
while the French worship service was being
conducted. The procedure would be reversed
for the second hour.

John Hall has been appointed as a North
Carolina state home missionary to Reidsville,
a city of 14,000 iocated in Rockingham
County, where there is no Free Will Baptist
witness. Formerly a pastor in Maryland,
Brother Hall is currently on itinerate services
trying to underwrite this project. The missions
board is not able to financiaily assist the
Reidsville work at this time.

Missionary Jerry Pinkerton’s need for a
motorcycle to use at his mission station in
ivory Coast, West Africa, was recently met by
the Freeman Chapel FWB Church, Stewarts-
ville, Missouri. On the Sunday the Pinkerton
family were present for a missionary service,
the people responded with a love offering of
$1,334.30, exceeding the $1,000 challenge
Pastor Vernon Maggart had put before them
earlier.

First FWB Church, Emporia, Kansas,
which was started as a joint project of the

(Please turn to page 30.)



OUR
READERS
COMMENT

ARTICLE GIVES KEY
TOREVIVAL

The point of Laura Belle Barnard’s article
[“Prayer That Transforms the Christian and
Touches the World"']... that prayer sparks
revival could be a keynote in preparing for a
revival.... Most revivals begin because
somebody has been praying day and night.
We must first touch God in prayer before we
can touch our fellowman. We can see farther
on our knees than on our feet.

intercede! Supplicate! The spirit of prayer
is the spirit of revival. Pour out your heart
before the Lord, and something will become
of it. My prayer... is: “Revive Thy work, O
Lord: and give refreshing showers; the giory
shall be all thine own, and the blessing, Lord,
shall be ours,"”’

Arnold Woodlief, evangelist
Marianna, Fiorida

LAYMAN PRAISES
QUALITY OF MAGAZINE

! reafly do like your upgraded CONTACT. it
is printed with extreme care and fine crafis-
manship.

I am & printer, having my own shop at...
Oklahoma City, | serve as a deacon-printer,
serving Free Will Baptist churches in Okla-
homa and Kansas, as well as other evangeli-
cal Christians.

Years previously, | served on the staff for
the SWORD OF THE LORD, DEFENDER'S OF
THE CHRISTIAN FAITH and MENNONITE
EVANGELICAL PRESS. | feel | have
received... broad experience in publication
printing and am grateful to God for these
Chiistians and the Gospel by printed page.

You have my prayer and support for
further expansion and Christian witness as
you continue to let "'God use ink." Thank you,
and God bless you and your staff.

James Posar, Jr.
Northwest Free Will Baptist Church
Oklahoma City, Okiahoma

ENJOYS “‘NEW’’ CONTACT

1... want to tell you how much | enjoyed
the "new" CONTACT. | feel that the new size
will be able to aid our people more and will en-
courage subscriptions.

Edd Green, bus pastor
First Free Will Baptist Church
Newport News, Virginia

PRAISES EXCELLENT STANDARD

CONTACT magazine is better than ever! |
am enjfoying the new and larger version of our
monthly denominational magazine. It is a
credit to our church and our Lord. | especially
look forward to ‘Currently,” the section
setting forth local church news from all
across our feflowship.

After reading a recent edition { just felt
impressed fo write and compliment you. {
have nothing to complain about, just praise.
Keep up the excellent standard.

George C. Lee, pastor
Victory Free Will Baptist Church
Goldsboro, North Carolina

EDITOR TAKES EXCEPTION TO
LAYMAN’S EXPLANATION OF
WINE FERMENTATION

Not wishing to cause any kind of a turmoil
or desiring to carry an argument too far, { stiff
feel, however, that | should like to comment
on a point or two with regard to the fermenta-
tion or unfermentation of wine.

According to the statements of the layman
from Ashland City, Tennessee, the Lord must
have turned water into a solution containing
alcohol when He performed that miracle.
{See CONTACT, April, 1977, page 25.] If that
is s0, then God is divided on the issue, for at
one point long before the incarnation, the
Word of God ciearly spoke an indictment
against wine and the winebibber (Proverbs
20:1; 23:20a). Then simply io please His
earthly mother and afford a group of wedding
celebrants the opportunity to imbibe an
alcoholic beverage, Christ turned water info
alcohol. This does not jive, as they used to
say.

Also, it was cited as an exampie of up-
doubtful Christian testimony that early Free
Will Baptists in Eastern North Carolina drank
brandy “in moderation—by the dram." | be-
fieve that | can honestly say on the autherity
of God's Word that this example is not one
that a true child of God should follow, Free
Wiil Baptists from Eastern North Carolina or
not! | gather that their examples of tobacco
usage and ownership of slaves might also be
considered undoubtful Christian testimony in
the mind of the above mentioned fayman.

in closing fet me simply insert something |
found in my copy of the Generaf Conference
Minutes, 1841 setting, under the heading of
“Temperance.’’

“(6.) Whereas there appears neither evi-
dence nor ground of inference from
Scripture, that Jesus Christ or the Aposties
made use of fermented wine at the solemn
feast at which the Lord’s Supper was insti-
tuted, or at any other time. .. Therefore,

(7.) RESGLVED, That it is by no means
essential to the validity of that ordinance, that
fermented wines be used.

“(8.) RESOLVED, That we advise the
churches (o prepare and use none but un-
fermented wine at the Lord's Supper, and
that the Secretary prepare and insert in the
Minutes a recipe for making such wine. *

A. K. Moulton, Chairman

""*Recipe for making unfermented wine.
Take one pound of the best kind of raisins;

after picking out the stems, rinse them, and
put them in a quart of pure water, in a jar or
pitcher with a cotton cloth tied over its mouth;
fet them stand near the fire, if it be cold
weather, for one week, stirring them every
day. Then strain and press out the juice and
color it with black cherry or black raspberry
juice. This makes a beautiful sweet wine free
from alcohoi,

“'The wine which the Jews have always
prepared for their Passover in countries
where the grapes are not readily obtained, is
made in a simifar manner; the use of fer-
mented wine at the Passover being in their
judgment a profanation of the institution,”’

Jay R. Overman
Managing Editor
The New Morning Star (Revisited)

Ypsilanti, Michigan

PASTOR COMMENDS ARTICLE

... want to highly commend you for print-
ing the article, ''The Other Side,” by Graeme
Savage in your April issue of CONTACT,

We need more Free Will Baptists in our
country who will dare to take a bold stand on
the race issue in the iight of God's Word.

The ;church of which | am honored to be
the pastor... published a resoiution in the
POTEAU NEWS in March of this vear
concerning our desire to fellowship with
people of the biack race and accepting mem-
bership of interested born-again Christians of
any race.

Thanks again for printing Mr. Savage's
article. | fully believe God’s smile of approval
is upon it.

Jackie W. Edwards, pastor
Royal Oak Free Will Baptist Church
Cameron, Oklahoma

RECENT ARTICLES HELP
TO YOUNG PARENTS

The past articies on television, witchcraft,
eic. have been most timely for us as young
parents.

! appreciate the . .. magazine's ministry. |
have shared my copies with . . . friends. One
.. . 8aid she wished fher denomination’s mag-
azine] would step out and write on Bible doc-
trine as you have,

Mrs. James Rainey
Comanche, Texas

WANTS T0O PROMOTE
MAGAZINE

! received my first copy of CONTACT last
month, and | have certainly enjoyed it. | think
it is very good, therefore, | am trying {o pro-
mote it in our Ladies Auxiliary.

Mrs. Annie Belle Baasley
Clayton, North Carolina
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NEWS OF THE
RELIGIOUS
COMMUNITY

COLSON OPPOSES DEATH PENALTY
IN AN ARTICLE FOR ‘ETERNITY’

PHILADELPHIA (EP)—Former Nixon aide
Charles Coison, an evangelical Christian who
served 7 months in prison for Watergate -
related activities, says he is opposed to capi-
tal punishmeni as a Christian and as a
political conservative.

His opposition to the death penalty and 2
views supporting it are in the May issue of
Eternity magazine, Prison minisiries are
highlighted in this issue of the evangelical
monthly.

Mr. Colson writes, “{ am opposed to
capital punishment. As a Christian there is no
way that { can read the Beatitudes and the
great commandments of Christ and believe
that man has any right to take a human life.
When Christ says, 'Resist not evil,’ it seems
to me that | am enjoined from supporting
capital punishment, which is society's maxi-
mum retribution."

Joseph Bayly, a regular coiumnist in
Eternity, focuses on the punitive nature of
capital punishmeni, He writes that "‘behind
all the Bible’s teaching about sin and crime is
one central proposition: The reformation of
the offender is not the primary object of
punishment; nor is the deterrent effect upon
others. Rather, punishment is inflicted to
satisfy justice.”

According to Mr. Bayly, “'that justice may
be God's or (by derivation from God) the
state’'s. Why did God inflict destruction on
men af the time of the Flood, in Sodem and
Gomorrah and Jerusalem? Not for the good
of the offenders or for their reformation, but
o satisfy his justice.”

Dr. Robert Mounce, another regular
Eternity columnist, stresses that “itisout of a
profound respect for human life that | must
agree to the necessity of capital punish-
ment."”

Dr. Mounce comments, ‘‘There are princi-
ples and virtues that transcend physical
existence. By taking the tlife of another the
killer has agreed in principle thal society has
the right to take his owniife.”

DRIVE—IN FUNERAL HOMES
UP-ANO-COMING

NEW ORLEANS, LA.—A new innovation by
morticians in Louisiana displays the de-
ceased behind a picture window. People can
now drive up in their cars tc view the corpse
and sign the register. This means of paying
last respecis eliminates getting out of the car
or dressing up for the funeral.

SCHAEFFER’S NEWEST BOOK
IN NUMBER ONE SPOT

OLD TAPPAN, N.J.-~The Francis A.
Schaeffer book, How Should We Then Live?
The Rise and Decline of Western Thought
and Cufture, is now #1 on boih naticnal
religious best-seller lists. The bogk, which
was published in November, is in its sixth
printing, with 150,000 books in print.

Over 60,000 people have attended
seminars, based on the book and a film series
of the same title, conducted by Dr. Schaeffer
in 18 major cities. Now it has been an-
nounced that the 10-part documentary film
has been booked in over 1,000 towns and
cities across the couniry, Of particular
interest is the fact that a serious work of this
type, expressing the beliefs of an evangelical
jeader, can achieve such popular
acceptance and best-seller status,

GOVERNMENT INVESTIGATING
CREATIVE CHRISTIAN LIBRARIES

MERRIFIELD, Va. (EP)-~Following com-
plaints that Creative Christian Libraries has
faited to deliver prepaid goods and to respond
to customer correspondence, the federal
government is investigating the retigious
book house, according to Eternity magazine.

The mail-order firm 4is based in Delaware
but uses a Merrifield, Virginia, address.
Eternity calls the elusive business part of ""an
cobscure network of simitar discount book
houses, including firms known as the
Patrician Press and Literature Discavery.”

The phone ot Creative Christian Libraries’
president, Carl Smith of New Casile,
Delaware, is unlisted. Smith is a previous em-
ployee of Religious Book Discount House
(RBDH).

Previousty Creative Christian Libraries (as
well as RBDH) was under the direction of Jay
Greene Jr., of Wiimington who left the firm
last February just before the controversy
deveioped. Greene served a priscn term in
Kent County, Michigan, for “attempting to
fraud or cheat with a bogus check."”

Greene has since been released, Eternity
reported. His father, Jay Greene Sr., who
fiied for bankruptey in Michigan in 1972, is
presently cirector of RBDH.

The Internal Revenue Service, the Division
of Consumer Affairs, the Attorney General's
office in Delaware, and the postal authorities
are investigating.

MERCHANTS OF DECEIT MARKETING
ORDINATION CERTIFICATES

ALBANY, N.Y.—An estimated 100 mail-crder
ordination services are operating across the
United States. For $3 a person can receive
the title of "“Reverend,’” or "Archbishop’’ for
$8. No evidence of faith, abitity or training is
required. it appears that this is another
satanic scheme to discredit the true Church.
It invites further governmental interference in
religion because people who purchase these
titles call their houses “'churches" in order to
avoid property taxes.

SALVATION ARMY FASTEST GROWING
RELIGIOUS BODY IN THE U.S.

NEW YORK (EP)~-The Salvaticn Army was
the fastest growing U.S. religious bedy in
1975, according to the new Yearbook of
American and Canadian Churches.

For 1975 the Salvation Army reported a &
percent increase in membership to reach a
total of 384,317. U.S. population grew an
estimated 0.8 percent during that year.

The 1977 Yearbook, which is published by
Abingdon Press for the Nationai Council of
Churches, piaces U.S. church membership at
131,012,953, based on reporis from 223 reli-
gious bodies. Although that figure is down by
more than 850,000 from the total reported for
the previous year, the decline is attributed 10
a change in the method of reporting by the
National Primitive Baptist Convention, Inc.
Without that change, the total would show a
gain of more than 500,000.

In addition to the Salvation Army, other
rapidly growing religious groups include the
Church of God of Prophecy (up 4.9 percent to
66,801); Church of God of Cleveland, Tennes-
see {up 4.4 percent to 343,249); Jehovah's
Witnesses (up 4 percent to 560,897); Baptist
General Conference {up 3.8 percent o
116,340); Seventh-day Adventists (up 3.3
percent to 495,699); and Church of God of
Anderson, Indiana (up 3 percent to 166,259).

A membership of nearly 49 million was
reported for the Roman Catholic Church, the
nation's largest religious group. That figure
constituted an increase of 0.4 percent. The
Southern Baptist Convention, largest U.S.
Protestant body, has nearly 13 million mem-
bers and reported a growth rate of 1.8 per-
cent.

ACHURCH CHAIN LETTER
PROMISES CHANGES

SALT LAKE CITY, Utah {EP}—"If you are
unhappy with your Church minister,”’ says the
bulletin of the Sait Lake First Unifarian
Church, "simply have your church board
send a copy of this etter to 6 other churches
who are also tired of their ministers.

“Then bundle up your minister and send
him (or her} to the church on the top of the list
in the letter. Add the name of your church to
the bottom of the letter.”

“Within a week,"” the bulletin promises,
"you will receive 16,435 ministers, and oneg of
them shouyld be a dangy.

“Have faith in this chain letter for minis-
ters. Do not break the chain. One church
broke the chain and got their old minister
back."

PROSELYTING EFFORTS AID
GROWTH OF MORMONISM

SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH-—Since 1960
Mormon membership has rigsen from 1.6
million to more than 3 million worlgdwide.
Growth is attributed mainly 1o the proselyting
efforts of 26,500 thoroughily indoctrinated
young men who are visiting door-to-door.
These young men lead very austere lives of
no dates, television, records or magazines. it
is estimated that the young missionaries
succeed in converting one out of every 1,000
persons they contact during their 2-year stint.





















