





alegatist or a libertine.

All too often, the critic of
"standards’’ ridicules those who
emphasize them and says he is con-
cerned about internal virtues. His
ridicule of a brother’s honest convic-
tions and his implication that the
brother isn’t concerned about the
inner man serve simply to cut off
helpful communication. The issue
hardens; sides are chosen, and a
power struggle foilows.

Wouidn't it be more helpful for us
to see what we can learn from each
other? To explore the reasons some
ruies are good as well as the ways
we can nurture inner character?
Why not "both-and'”’ instead of
“either-or?

After all, we don't have to choose
between the external and the
internal in other matters. Take the
ordinances, for example. The feet-
washing is an external iliustration
about inner humility: we say both
are important. The same thing
appties to the commandments,
Jesus knew that mere outward
avoidance of adultery is not enough,
and so He condemned iust in the
heart, too, Aren’t both necessary?

Sure, we must be Kkeenly
interested in the development of
inner Christian character instead of
merely external conformity. But we
should aiso be keenly interested in
the gevelopment of a careful and
cautious observance of any
standards that contribute fo the
welfare and witness of the individual
or the Christian community.

THE NECESSITY OF

EXTERNAL RULES
On the one side then, the funda-
mental question is whether any

rules about external practice are
necessary. When the question is put
that way, surely everyone will an-
swer yes. Any organized
community, whether a nation or a
city or a college, has to have some
laws. Such laws will require the
keeping of the letter even though the
spirit and purpose of the law are
much more important,

The traffic on some city streets,
for example, has to stop for other
streets whether other cars are com-
ing or not. The intent of this rule is
safety, not an artificiai hierarchy of
streets. The person who has this
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spirit of the law within will drive
safely and avoid accidents at inter-
sections,

Is that enough? As long as he
avoids accidents, is he free to run
red lights when other cars are not
near? The policeman says no, we
have to enforce the ruies at all
times. Good habits must be

developed. Laws and poiicemen
have to deal with the community as
a whole and not make individuai,
subjective exceptions. (Even though
I know very well that / can drive
safely at 75 MPHI)

Sometimes at 2:00 a.m. when the

{Please turn to page 4)
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family, { am free to be me.”

Jesus told of a young man who
succumbed to this temptation. The
prodigat son who went to a far
country exercised his freedom by
throwing away his fortune, but he
finally ended up in a pigpen.

SUCCESS SYNDROME

Satan’s third approach appealed
10 the young men’s natural desire
for material success. By 600 B.C.
Babylon was the "in" place. It was
the Big Apple, a swinging metropolis
of 1% million people. Herodotus,
the 5th century Greek historian,
wrote that Babylon was surrounded
by wails 350 feet high and 87 feet
thick. One hundred bronze gates
swung open every morning 1o wel-
come traders from all over the
world. Fifty beautifully kept broad
(150 feet) boulevards divided the
city into squares. The Euphrates
River snaked its way through the
middle of the c¢ity. The Babyionians
were proud of their man-made
mountain  which was artistically
terraced and covered with shrubs
and flowers (the Hanging Gardens).

Ashpenaz, the director of
Babylon's royal training institute,
projected, '“Young men, you have
the high honor of being chosen by
his Royal Highness Nebuchadnez-
zar to serve in his court. f you
successfully complete this training
program, you will be given jobs in
the government. You will rub
shoulders with the elite. You will
be counted among the wise men.
You have an unprecedented oppor-
tunity for success."

When Daniel objected, no doubt
Satan whispered, “But if you don't
cooperate you may not get the
opportunity to witness to the king.”
Little did the devil realize that God
planned to place Daniel in the
highest circle of government for the
next 70 years,

NAME CHANGING

The tempter’s fourth twist was to
alter the boys’ characters by
changing their names. The Jews
placed a great deal of emphasis on
the meaning of one's name. The
prince of the eunuchs took these
young captives who had been
dedicated to Jehovah and reconse-
crated them to Babylonian idols.
Daniel’'s name was no longer to be

"“God's Prince "’ because Ashpenaz
named him "Belteshazzar' for the
Babylonian fidol, “'Bel's Prince.”
Hananiah's name no longer meant
"Mercy of Jehovah' but “*‘Shadrach,
Command of the Moon God.”
Mishael’s name was changed from
“Who Is Like God" to '"“Meshach,
Who is Like Aku, the Moon God.”
And Azariah, "Whom Jehovah
Helps,” was renamed ‘““‘Abednego,
Servant of Nebo (the son of Bel).”

Even today the devil is giving
teenagers nicknames which have
unwholesome connotations, such
as Redneck, Dopehead, Junky,
Hooker, Hustler, Turkey, Nigger,
Honkey.

EDUCATIONAL BRAINWASHING

The fifth attack was to reshape
the thinking of Daniel and his
friends. Satan attempted to
brainwash them into believing and
behaving like Babylonians. Babyion
was the fountainhead of idolatry.
Built on the site of the criginal tower
of Babel, this city possessed more
than 50 temples to idols.

Just as Satan tried to force Moses
intc an Egyptian mold through
“higher education,” he ftried to
squeeze Daniel into becoming an
idolatrous Babylonian. Today Satan
is using the same tool—the educa-
tional system. He succeeded in
getting the Bible and prayer out of
public schools and brought in drugs
and violence.

A high schooter in the south
complained to his parents that most
students smoked pot on his bus con
the way home each day. Bus thugs
threaten to “‘get any kid who rats to
the narcs." A gang of rebels intimi-
dated another young man into steal-
ing money from his parents and
giving it to the gang to keep them
from beating him. Many educators
are giving such people an excuse
for such animal behavior by brain-
washing them into befieving the
theory of evolution.

Satan is determined to capture
America through her schools.

DEADLY COMPROMISE
Satan’s sixth trap was compro-
mise. He started out by pushing
Daniel and his friends to give in on
relatively minor issues. He began
with Daniel's diet. The old deceiver
may have sneered, ''You are not in

Jerusalem now. It's impossible to
expect these people to observe the
rituals required by your kosher
appetite. You know there is no harm
in drinking a little wine. Don't be so
peculiar."

Today the devil is selling the
same approach. But compromise on
minor matters opens the door to
giving in on major matters. The
young person who begins walking
the road of compromise by smoking
cigareties is soon told that there is
no more harm in smoking pot than in
smoking tobacco. A certain Chris-
tian young lady loved to go skating.
A young man enticed her into dance
skating with him. Eventually this
dancing opened the door to an
immoral life.

Another Christian giri felt that she
could date the unsaved in spite of
Ged’'s warning, ‘Be not unequally
yoked together with unbelievers.”
After all, she did not plan to marry
him just because she wanted to date
him. But soon she found herseif so
deeply invoived emotionaliy that she
could not break away, so she
married the sinner and backslid her-
seif.

TIME TRAP

The final element in Satan's
scheme was time. The Hebrew's
initiation period was to last 3 years.
Sweeping changes can occur in 3
years. Three years in a godless
secuiar university can transform a
Bible-believing young person into an
agnostic. Three years in a sin satu-
rated environment can demoralize a
clean thinking person into a repro-
bate. But in spite of all these con-
certed efforts by the devil, Daniel
and his friends remained true to
God.

God be thanked! There still are
many young people in America
today who are standing firm. Many
who, ihough bombarded by the
propaganda of Babylon, have
purposed in their hearts not to defile
themselves. They, like Daniel, can
anticipate that God will use them as
instruments of righteousness in the
midst of a degenerate society,

ABOUT THE WRITER: Mr. Waddel! is pastor
of Cofer's Chapel Free Will Baptist Church in
Nashville, Tennessee. This article is an
adaptation of a sermon he recently preached
at the Cofer's Chapel Church. A
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SUSAN BURGESS

hat did Martin  Luther,
Francis of Assisi, Benjamin
Randall and Jonathan

Edwards have in common besides
their obvious masculinity and
religious dedication? None of them
ever wore a necktie. Even in the
pulpit neither the fiery Edwards nor
austere Randall ever donned a tie,
for the necktie was not invented
until the mid-1800's.

Currently, that superfluous ap-
pendage is required to be tied about
the neck of every fundamental evan-
gelist before he steps to the pulpit.
Thus, the culture and fashion of the
19th ceniury stiil affect the dress
and spiritual standards of religious
people inthe 1970's.

Many other exampies show how
mere fashion sways dress and hair
standards. In some instances this
undue influence even overshadows

the interpretation of Scripture. For
example, § Corinthians 11:14 states,
“Doth not even nature itself teach
you, that, if a man have long hair, #
is a shame unto him?"' During Paul’s
fifetime men’s hairstyies were rela-
tively short, though never clipped
with electric shears, and continued
so untit the mid-1600's. Then the
new longer hair styles were con-
stantly abused by theologians until
longer hair was sanctioned by the
churchin 1692,

THE HiSTOR{CAL PERSPECTIVE

Thus, a portrait of Benjamin
Randall in the 1700’s shows the
revered founder of Free Wil
Baptists with hair which covers the
coliar and flips up in back-—a style
that 10 years ago could have only
been cailed a woman’'s. Because his
hair was not off the coilar, does that
mean he discredited the passage in
i Corinthians 117 Not at all, he was
just conditioned to wear longer hair
after over 100 years of the fashion.
Compared to women's hair that had

ULTURE

never been cut, his was short,
Compared to the crew cut of the
1950’s, it was jong.

In the same chapter of |
Corinthians, verse 15, the woman is
exhorted to have long hair for “a
glory to her’” and '"for a covering.”
Since Eve until the end of World War
[, women were true to that admoni-
tion. The adage concerning hair was
“the longer, the better.”” However,
the adventurgous spirits who bobbed
their hair in the roarin' 20's were

. branded as ioose and wicked and

sometimes even rejected by their
family circles, Are women who wear
their hair short today doing so in a
rebellious atiitude and fit only for
abandonment? Obviously they are
not. Women have found over the
past 50 years that shorter hair is
easier to manage.

If Benjamin Randall and short-
haired Christian women were and
are only following the dictates of
fashion and convenience, then the
judgments on longer-haired males
today must be carefully considered.
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all, office workers generally wear to
church the same type clothing they
wear to work each day of the week,
The point is that there must be
respect for the house of God; one
goes there attired in a spirit of rever-
ence and honor. For many
Christians this includes wearing
their best clothing, For those whose
best and most appropriate are not
overalls or pantsuits, it is irreverent
to attend attired in such, However,
no one’s best should be judged by
another's possessions or ideais.

THE CONSCIENCE PRINCIPLE
The second concept to consider
in determining guidelines for dress

standards is the sometimes
nebulous, sometimes distinct
conscience., The growth and

development of an individuai con-
science is dependent on its care
and feeding. Children brought up in
a Christian home and saved at an
early age generally have a different
set of values and a stronger, more
well-developed conscience than
persons saved in later years who
have not been so privileged. For in-
stance, a child who has never been
taught that wearing shorts s
immodest and has been dressed in
them since toddierhood is unlikely
as a teenager to feel any guilt or
recognize any of the implications of
wearing such attire. Therefore, it is
unfair to berate young Christians for
wearing immodest clothing in the
first place. instead, they should be
instructed and educated about the
possibllities of instigating sin,

Also, the conscience of a
Christian is dependent upon the
Heoly Spirit's guidance. The
guidance is evident through the
“stitl small voice” and through the
Holy Scriptures. Hearing the quiet,
unobtrusive voice sometimes pivots
oh one's upbringing and past
practice in listening. As | Timothy
4:2 indicates, it is quite possible to
sear the sensitive surface of the
conscience with the hot irons of
neglect and rejection,

Knowing man's ability to destroy
this inherent sin-inhibitor, Ged
provided a permanent record of ad-
monitions in the form of the Bible.
These piercing words penetrate the
heart and moid the lives of those
who heed them. However, as

discussed earlier, there is a definite
possibility of Scripture interpretation
being ciouded by experiences and
culture. Therefore, express care
must be taken to arrive at the
principle taught in each passage,
and then the principle can be
applied to the current situation.

For example, considering the
small difference between men’s and
women's robes in Old Testament
times, there must also be a more
far-reaching principle taught in
Deuteronomy 22:5. This verse
demands not quantitative difference
but aftitudinal difference. Men who
prefer women's clothing and vice
versa have homosexual tendencies,
They are transsexuais whose inclin-
ation and dress invite the sin of
homosexuality. Often such practices
related fo idel worship in Moses’
day. Thus, these tendencies and
practices must be avoided.

Because of radical insistence on
obedience to misapplied Scripture,
other passages with equal stature
are ignored. In the same chapter,
Deuteronomy 22:11 prohibits the
wearing of a garment woven of more
than one fabric, such as woolen and
linen. Most Christians today own
garments composed of 65%
poiyester and 35% cotton or wool.
Obviously, that is not a sin. This
bibficai regulation was given to
insure practical care of garments
because woolen and linen materials
cannot be laundered in the same
way.

Similarly | Peter 3:1-3, “‘Likewise,
ye wives, . .. whose adorning let it
not be that outward adorning of
plaiting the hair, and of wearing of
gold, or of putting on of apparel...,”
has been interpreted by some
groups to mean women should not
wear any jewelry. They have ignored
the further admonition to not be
adorned in the putting on of apparel
either. Here again, the principle is
what is important. Do not over-
emphasize the outward appear-
ance,

Nonetheless, the Scriptures do
explicitly exhort Christians to hoti-
ness, sobriety and modesty in
numerous instances. {See Leviticus
12:45; Proverbs 22:11; Philippians
4:8; | Timothy 2:9,10; 3:2; 4:12; Titus
1:8, 12; 2:2-7,12,14.} Through these
Scriptures the Holy Spirit can speak

on specific situations to individual
believers.

THE TOLERATION PRINCIPLE

Regardless of guidelines devei-
oped, standards applied and con-
sciences adhered to, there will
always be disagreement among sin-
cere Christians—not because some
are reprobates, heretics or fanatics
but because people are individuals.
God created each individual to be
unique; thus it is difficuit for any 2
believers to concur in every area of
Christian conduct, especially if they
have different cultural backgrounds,

The treasured moments when
parents first lead a child in sacred
ventures of faith and obedience, the
carefree teenage days when a child
develops his own spiritual judgment
and thus becomes adult, and the
trembiing attempts when a young
adult turns parent and earnestly
seeks to guide a new life in God's
way—these are the experiences
which mold each life and influence it
until death.

Therefore, there should be no dis-
putes and schisms over experiential
standards and related actions. The
preferences of one believer cannot
be applied as moral convictions for
another believer. Rather Christians
must let love for other believers and
tolerance of their opinions create a
fertile atmosphere for spiritual
growth and reproduction.

Since culture, experience and
persenality have affected scriptural
interpretation and religious prac-
tices through the ages and into the
present, Christians shouid not apply
arbitrary  standards which are
reflevant only to certain time periods
and geographical locations.
Eveniually ail conflicts regarding
who can wear what, where and how
long may be resolved. But it is
doubtful. So with sound, biblically
based judgement, each individual
must work to fashion his own God-
honoring, Christ-exalting life-style
and attire.
over who wore what first and who
gets to wear it now, let us hope no
one claims the mini-skirt!

Susan Burgess, editorial assistant, is a mem-
ber of Woodbine Free Will Baptist Church in
Nashville, Tennessee. 4
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me! My wife understands that,
That's one of the sacrifices that we
are making together.”

Perhaps that is true. But perhaps
that is your view of the situation, and
although it may be outwardly shared
by your wife, perhaps inwardly (con-
sciously or unconsciously) she feels
quite differently.

Too often the Christian wife is put
in the position of appearing to op-
pose the will of the Lord if she does
not feel at ease with the circum-
stances within which her husband is
moving. Many men and women
marry before they have a clear pic-
ture of the ministry to which they (or
he) may be called. Too often they
overlook what the Spirit may be
saying to her and what gifts God
may have bestowed upon her.

It’s An Uphill Battle.

The wife of a dynamic pastor or
Christian leader is in an uphilt battle
for survival as a person. Many times
she has sacrificed herself and her
own education only to see her hus-
band be educated right out of her
intellectual life. The public
affirmation that comes to him and
the sense of accomplishment that
he feeis in pursuing his career can
only be shared by her in a second-
hand way,

Of course, there are many
husband/wife teams who really are
teams. They truly have had a
common call {0 the work for which
the husband may be employed.
They see themselves as sharing a
joint ministry. But for many this is far
from the case. And as the initial in-
tensive occupation with raising a
family and ‘‘becoming established”
is exchanged for the changing reali-
ties of midlife, many wives of execu-
tives (Christian and otherwise) begin
to wonder whether this is all there is
to living. Many conclude that it is
not.

Gail Sheehy in her book Passages
{Dutton, New York, 1976) gives us
another dimension of the problem.
Adults, like children, go through dif-
ferent crises (passages)in life. ‘‘Life
begins at 40" ‘is true in different
ways for men and women. Often it
signals a divergence of common
interests which can put severe
strains upon a marriage if the rea-
sons for them are not understood.

How Do You Stand? .

Here's a little test for you to take.

{ )} usually take work home at
night.

( )I haven’t had a date with my
wite in 2 weeks,

( ) don't have a date with my wife
listed in my appointment book.

{ ) usually work away from home
more than 10 hours a day.

{ YWe have had 2 fights in the last
2weeks,

( )We haven't had a fight in 5
years.

{ ) have 4 or more years educa-
tion than my wife.

{ )YWe married before | was cailed
to my present task.

{ )Ouryoungest ¢child is 16 to 20.

{ )My wife hasn’t been on a trip
with me in 4 years.

{ )Most of our social relationships
are at my work,

( )We've been married 15 to 20
years.

{ )The family dinner is often inter-
rupted by phone cails for me.

( )My wife has little understanding
of how my organization works.

{ )My wife has had no additional
formal education since we were
married.

( )My wife does not have any
career plans outside of our
marriage.

If you answered yes to most of
these guestions, perhaps you've aj-
ready left your wife or are in the
process of leaving her.

What Can You Do About It?

For each of your answers above,
ask vyourself, ‘““What does this
mean?’’ This question may suggest
to you some steps which you could
take immediately,

Start asking your wife for dates,
just you 2 together. Use them to ex-
plore how she feels about what
she's doing and what you're doing.
For example, share your appoint-
ment books and calendars together.
What do you jointly think about the
way you're spending your time?
Who have you been with? Who are
your friends?

Ask her to evaluate how she sees
you spending your time. What does
she picture you doing? For each
item does she feel it’s too much, too
littie, just right?

Make a list of your individual and

joint commitments, commitments to
things like work, children, friends,
the bank, church, whatever. Are you
commitied to different or similar
things?

Try to fantasize what you believe
would be the very best situation for
you as individuals and as a couple
10 years from now. Where wouid
you want to be living? What would
you be doing? What would your rela-
tionships be? What are your wife’s
gifts? What is her calling? Where do
her gifts and calling fit into the pic-
ture for the future? Together set
some long-range goals for your iife
together and for your individual
development, Decide on some im-
mediate steps to meet those goals.

Consclously reschedule your life
in terms of leaving blocks of time
available, unscheduled. Use these
to give yourselves more time to-
gether, to be more able to respond
to each other's needs. Most of us
can't instantly change our life-
styles, but we can plan to become
free of some future responsibilities.

Prayerfulty consider whether you
really do believe that the priorities
suggested above are biblical and
operative in your life. God's work
will get done without you! God is
really not nervous about the future,
{sn't He much meore concerned with
what you are than what you accom-
plish, and isn’t what you are demon-
strated by the relationships that you
have? And isn’t the most profound of
those relationships the one that you
have with your wife?

Have you left your wife?

We pray she will take you back,

For Further Reading

in Strategy For Living {(Regal,
1976) we have tried to suggest some
ways how you might work towards
corporate goals for your life.

in Tools For Time Management,
by Ed Dayton (Zondervan, 1974),
there is some usefuf information on
both the concepts and the practice
that we have suggested above,

Our pastor and his wife, Ray and
Ann Qrtlund, have looked at part of
the problem in The Second Half of
Life (Regal, 19786).

ABOUT THE WRITER: Ed Dayton is director
of MARC, a ministry of World Vision inter-
national. Copyrighted 1977, Used by permis-
sion. A
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wentieth century Christians

tend to look at faw and /iber-

ty as if they were opposing
forces acting on their lives. The
reasoning goes something fike this:
I am a Christian and am under
grace not law, Since | am not
bound by the law, | have no obliga-
tion to anything or anyone except
Christ.”” The opposite extreme re-
torts: 'Yes, | am saved by God's
grace, but because of what Christ
did for me | am obiigated to live as
close to God as | can. Therefore, |
will not, . . .""

Usually at this point a long list
follows of do’'s and don't’s that the
Christian should or should not
practice. There is truth in both
statements. The main emphases,
however, are misdirected.

PAUL AND THE LAW

The apostle Paul in his letter to
the Galatians dramatically states
that liberty is freedom from
bondage: “'Stand fast therefore in
the tiberty wherewith Christ hath
made us free, and be not en-
tangled again with the yoke of
bondage” (Galatians 5:1). This is
especially true concerning that
form of bondage known as faw or
legalism.

in 57 A.D. a group of teachers
taught that the Gentile believers in
Galatian churches needed to ad-
here to the strict codes of the
Mosaic Law. Paul rejects the error
and writes in explicit terms that for
non-Jewish believers {0 place
themselves under the ritual
requirements of the law, in this
case circumcision, would be to

place themselves under the curse
of the law as well. This would not
be freedom but a yoke of bondage.

s Paul proposing that the law is
bad or even useless? No! To the
contrary, he declares that in Christ
the Christian obeys the law and
need not be concerned about its
curse because Christ has already
paid the penalty and suffered the
curse,

How then is the law to be
viewed? The law is not something
o be thrown away like an old used
tire, rather the law is a school
teacher (Galatians 3:24). The
truths, principles and disciplines
learned from the law are to be
remembered and used for the
Christian's benefit as he grows to
maturity in Christ. Just as Chris-
tians today are members of the
New Testament Church but still
recognize the Old Testament as
authoritative, so aiso as partakers
of God's grace they are likewise
disciplined by God's law.

How then can the law be
bondage? The law is bondage
when it is observed for its own
sake. When a law of any kind, civil
or moral, is obeyed only because it
is the law or when the law be-
comes more important that the
people it governs, the people are in
bondage. It is from this and more
that Christ came to give liberty.

PAUL AND LIBERTY

There are 3 major aspects of
liberty. freedom from the law,
freedom from sin and its conse-
quences, and freedom to enjoy a
personal relationship with God.

The first and best known dimen-
sion of liberty is freedom from the
law. This is evidenced quite
routinely in American life, Retire-
ment is looked forward to as a
time of freedom from the decades-
long pursuit of working for a fiving.
Weekends are often viewed as a
time of freedom from the drudgery
of life’s daily pressures. Similarly,
the New Testament, especially
Galatians, portrays the believer as
free from the drudgery of law
keeping. Galatians 5:13 affirms
that believers are not to use this
liberty as an cccasion to the flesh,
This means, of course, that Chris-
tians are not to break the law,

In what sense then are they free
from the law? First, there is
freedom from the ‘‘curse of the
law.” It must be remembered that
a law is incomplete unless it has a
statement of penalty. The first law
recorded in Genesis warns that if
this law is broken, death will be the
penalty, No culture on earth is
completely without law. Laws often
take different forms, but without
the influence of Christianity they
are based more on power structure
than morality, However, each cul-
ture has its own ideas of what is
proper conduct, and any variation
from it is punished.

Second, Christians are free from
the ritual demands of the law.
Believers are not required to
blindly follow a set of prescribed
rules and regulations in the wvain
hope of appeasing some hateful
god who is just waiting for the
careless to fail so he can punish
them,

instead of the curse of the law,
Christians can substitute the grace
of God demonsirated in love by the
sacrifice of Jesus Christ His Son,
who died on a sinner's cross in the
sinner's place, Instead of the ritual-
istic performance of certain duties
and obligations to soothe the wrath
of a vengeful god, the redeemed
have the privilege of freely serving
the God who by His own example
taught them how to live in the
world. The one escape from the
law was death. In Christ death is
not an escape from life but a door-

way 1o eternity.
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LAW OR LIBERTY
{Cont. from page 15)

Another major aspect of liberty

is freedom from sin and its
consequences. Paul in Romans
6:17,18 gives thanks to God

because by the grace of God men
no longer are the servanis of sin,
but by yielding to the will of God,
they are now servants of righteous-
ness. No longer is it necessary to
suffer the inner conflict described
in Romans 7:15-24. But believers
can exclaim as Paul does in
Romans 8:2 that Christ Jesus has
made us free from the law of sin
and death.

This also frees the believer from
an accusing conscience and the
wrath of God as Hebrews 10:22,27
summarizes. Christians no longer
tremble under the condemnation of
God as the unbeliever does, but
now they can boldly stand in His
presence and make their requests
known, not to a fearful God but o
a loving Father,

The Christian is also deilivered
from the tyranny of the devil.
Satan's hold was broken at
Calvary. Believers are no longer
terrorized by what he might do.
James 4:7 encourages his readers
to resist the devit and watch him
flee as they submit themselves to
God. As Moses resolved in the
91st Psalm, God's children no
longer need to fear the terror by
night or the arrow by day because
the Lord is their refuge.

The third bulwark of liberty is the
freedom to enjoy a personal rela-
tionship with God. Christians are
no longer biinded by sin and
worshiping an unknown god as
were the men of Athens (Acts 17).
Christians have the privilege of
worshiping the true God.

Further, they now have the free-
dom to do what is right and
acceptable in the eyes of God. As
sinners they were aliens,
strangers, enemies of God, hope-
lessly lost and incapable of doing
anything pleasing in God’s sight.
Now because of Christ believers
are sons of God, members of His
household.

Finally, now that they are free
and not in slavery, alive and not

Thank Yo for
L
your g«ﬁd lo f/:e. .o
COOPERATIVE PLAN OF SUPPORT
June, 1977
RECEIPTS:
State June’77 June'76 Yr. to Date
Co-op Design.

Alabama $ 34845 % ... % ... % 1,102.87
Arizona 20.20 {29.20) 146.03 250.16
Arkansas 2,401.75 . 1,311.72 12,282.07
Catifornia 740.70 673.56 4,873.08
Florida 16.66 798.84 99,96
Georgia A 230.31 1,079.70
Idaho C 196.59
Ilinois 250,00 6,201.35
Indiana . . 100.00
lowa 246.53 . 1,651.35
Kansas 257.22 376.70 574.08
Maryland 171.08 75.00 535.64
Michigan 535.24 . 1,035.20
Mississippi 103.01 D 54.10 649.76
Missouri 4,065.31 (4,065.31) 3,649.83 23,870.50
New Mexico L. s L. 292.77
North Carolina 125.00 (50.00} 125.00 872.97
Northwest Agsoc, 140.97 . C 482.47
QOhio e - . 5,176.84
Oklahoma 9,033.18 (8,880.45} 10,838,73 27,449 14
Tennessee 726.01 AN 687.94 5,817.19
Texas 100.00 419,94 1,405.01
Virginia 20.20 40.93 148.21
Virgin Islands 93.00 e 109.00 558.00
West Virginia 37.78 (37.78) .. 184.11
Totals $ 19,191.29 $19,687.63 $ 96,889.02
DISBURSEMENTS:
Executive Office $ 7,020.16 $(1,595.78) 3% 6,334.17 % 41,449.06
Foreign Missions 4,410.54 (4,226.86) 4,739.77 19,4403.76
Bible College 2,409.59 (2,231.75) 2,508.63 12,041.60
Home Missions 2,374.67 (2,250.29) 2,570.39 10,547.41
Church Training Serv, 1,261.50 (1,155.88) 1,364.07 5,768.17
Retirement and Ins. 1,052.81 {968.32) 1,121.91 4,868,02
Layman’s Board 509.73 {(485.10) 571.93 1,927.62
Cormmission on Theo-

logical Liberalism 13341 (129.88) 139.24 554.34
Other Ministries 18.88 (18.88) 337.52 292.04
Totals $ 19,191.29 $19,687.63 $§ 96,889.02

dead, prosperous and not OUT THE WRITER: Mr. Hyatl, a layman
persecuted, sons and not A80UTTH | Mr. fiyatl, & jayman,

strangers, Christians are free to in-

herit His promises for the elect. As

His children they can share in all

that He has and enjoy His

presence both now and forever.
That is liberty!

is registrar at California Christian College,
Fresno, California. He has earned a
master's degree from Mennonite Brethren
Biblical Seminary and is pursuing further
graduate sfudies at California  State
University, Fresno. He is a member of the
Memorial Free Will Baptist Church, Fresno, &
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PLENARY VERBAL INSPIRATION
OF SCRIPTURES AFFIRMED
IN TEXAS ASSOCIATION

CORPUS CHRISTI, TX.—The Texas
State Association of Free Will
Baptists, meeting in the 63rd ses-
sion on June 9, 10, passed a resolu-
tion citing the plenary verbal inspira-
tion of the Scriptures as the
association's officlal position.
Prompted by a problem concerning
a Medessa District pastor, the state
meeting refused to seat the entire
Medessa delegation untii the matter
of inspiration was resolved on a
local level.

The Texas State Executive Com-
mittee was instructed to guide a
settiement before the national con-
vention in Detroit, Michigan.

State Executive Secretary Jim
Williams has resigned to go as a
missionary to Mexico. Allen Moore,
formerly pastor of the Denison,
Texas, church and now serving a
congregation in Blackweil, Okla-
homa, was elected {0 replace
Wiiliams. Earl Scroggins retained
his position as state moderator for
1978,

SEATTLE HOSTS
NORTHWEST ASSOCIATION

SEATTLE, WA, —First Free Will Bap-
tist Church of Seattle hosted the
annual Northwest Association May
13,14, Seventy-four registered for
the 2-day meeting. Fred Dellinger
brought the opening message from
[saiah 8. John Warren addressed
the Saturday morning session con-
cerning the church covenant.

Del Barrett was elected to the
Missions Board; John Watren, to the
Credentials Board; Joan Warren and

Bernard Roberts, to the Youth Camp
Board. The Association chose Del
Barrett as General Board member to
the National Association.

Cooperative giving was allocated
in the following proportions: 40 per-
cent {Northwest Missions), 30
percent {National Co-op}, 2b percent
{Operational Fund), and 5 percent
{Youth Camp Fund}, Support for the
QOmak Church was discontinued.

Officers for 1978 are Moderator
Lewis Perry, Assistant Moderator
Bernard Roberts and Secretary/
Treasurer Shelby Farmer.

COOPERATION SEEN IN
MICHIGAN STATE MEETING

WQODHAVEN, MICH,—Between
200-250 Michiganders heard reports
praising the extensive cooperation
in recent months as the Michigan
State Association finalized its prepa-
rations to host the national conven-
tion in Detroit in July. Moderator J.
B. Varney led the dJune 17,18
session at Woodhaven Free Wikl
Baptist Church. Varney was re-
elected to the chair for 1978.

Delegates were informed that a
new editor is being sought for the
state paper, The New Morning Star
(Revisited). Former editor Jay R.
Qverman has resigned to accept a
position with Salem Bible College,
Salem, Florida.

Speclal recognition was given 10
Miss Sheila Witliams, Child Evangel-
jsm Fellowship missicnary to Quito,
Ecuador, Miss Williams receives 95
percent of her financlal support
from the Woodhaven Church. Some
discussion centered on renting
different facilities for the annual
youth camp,

COMMITTEE APPOINTED IN
WEST VIRGINIA TO PROBE
COLLEGE POSSIBILITIES

CHESAPEAKE, W.V.—A 3-man
committee, chaired by James
Vallance, was appointed at the 31st
annual session of the West Virginia
State Association to investigate the
feasibility of establishing an institu-
tion of higher learning in the state.
Dan Booth and Russell Wright will
serve with Mr. Vallance. This com-
mittee is charged with the responsi-
bitity of bringing an outside resource
person into the state for 4 to 6
weeks to coordinate their study.
First Free Will Baptist Church of
Chesapeake hosted the June 10,11
conclave, Delegates voted approval
of a revised constitution and bylaws
for the state association. Officers
for next year are Moderator Carl
Vallance, Clerk Norwood Webb,
Promotional Director Billy Samms.
Carl Valiance was elected as
national General Board member.

CHARISMATIC MOVEMENT
RAPPED BY MISSGURI
ASSOCIATION

SPRINGFIELD, MO.—A large gath-
ering of Missourians adopted a posi-
tion paper decrying the infiltration
and divisiveness caused by the
modern charismatic movement,
Delegates to the Missouri State
Association met in Grant Avenue
Free Will Baptist Church June 7-8 to
conduct annual business for the
association.

The anti-charismatic voite was
necessary to clarify the position of
Missouri Free Will Baptists and “'to
convey in everyday layman’'s
language what we . . . believe . . . ."

Missouri joined several other
state associations in commending
singer Anita Bryant for her stand
against the gay liberation move-
ment. A retirement village project
was returned for more study. Bill
Evans moderated the session,

The state Woman's Auxiliary met
concurrently and voted $2,000 for
home .missionary Bob Francis, who
will be laboring In Minnesota. This
project is called “Francis to the
Field.” Francis recently left a pas-
torate in St Louis to serve in 5t
Paul.
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FREE WILL BAPTIST NEWSFRONT
{Cont. from page 19)

FALL SUNDAY SCHOOL ENLARGEMENT
CAMPAIGN THEME ANNOUNCED

NASHVILLE, TN.—'‘Forward to
Victory,” the theme of the annual
Fall Enlargement Campaign spon-
sored by the National Sunday
School Department, was chosen to
further enhance the challenge to en-
roll one million in Free Will Baptist
Sunday schools by the year 2000.
One year has passed since General
Director Roger Reeds gave this
enrollment challenge at the national
meeting in Tulsa, Oklahoma.

The 1977 fali campaign begins
Sunday, October 2, and continues
through October 30, 1977.
Churches, for purposes of friendly
competition, are grouped in
different divisions, based on their
average Sunday school attendance
for the months of March, April and
May, 1977. New missions not in
existence this past spring will use
their attendance average for
August. Sunday schools obtaining
the greatest percentage of increase
over this figure will be declared
winners.

According to Harroid Harrison,
manager of Promotion and Saies
Division of the Sunday School De-
partment, the short-range objective
is to double the Sunday schoot en-
rollment by 1980. Therefore,
campaign materials offer tools by
which pastors and lay leaders may
enlarge enroliment and enhance
soul-winning opportunities.

QOne of these tools is a joint
project of the Sunday School and
Home Missions Departments.
Called “‘Attack,” this plan has been
field-tested in more than 200
churches with good success. It
comes complete with instructions,
torms and strategies for success. It
may be utilized by a church of any
size, Mr. Harrison stated the prin-
ciples contained in the plan may be
used again and again with substan-

tial success.
Division A. . . .. over 500 average
DivisionB ... .. 400-499 average
DivisionC .. ... 300-399 average
DivisionD .. ... 200-299 average
DivisionE . .. .. 150-199 average
Divigion F ... .. 100-149 average
DivisionG..... 50- 99 average
Division H. . .. under 49 average.

Entry blanks should reach the
Sunday School Department no later
than September 30, 1977, The dead-
line for reporting the net increase is
November 11. Full details are avail-
able by writing the Sunday School
Department, P.O. Box 17306, Nash-
ville, TN 37217.

ESTABLISHED CHURCH EXPANDS
EDUCATIONAL FACILITIES

BONNE TERRE, MO,—The congre-
gation of the Aulsbury Chapel Free
Will Baptist Church, one of
Missouri's older congregations,
gave evidence of new growth with
the dedication of recently con-
structed educational facilities Sun-
day, May 1. The dedicatory
message was delivered by Clarence
Burton, Missouri’s promotional
director.

The addition is fully capreted and
paneled. With the completion of the
new building, the facilities now in-
clude 10 classrooms, nursery,
church office, library, fellowship
hall, and an auditorium that will seat
approximately 150.

in the course of the dedication
Pastor Earl Ames noted that the
church was organized following a
protracted meeting in May, 1889.
The first church building was
constructed in the fall of 1830. An
addition to that building was made in
1955.

JOHNS AND ROLEN ELECTED
IN CALIFORNIA

BAKERSFIELD, CALIF.—The Cali-
fornia State Association elected the
Rev. Edward F. {Butch) Johns and
Mrs. June Rolen to unprecedented
ninth-year terms of office as
moderator and clerk/treasurer res-
pectively. These long tenures for
Johns and Rolen have given the
California State Association stability
and efficient continuity.

Cailifornia's 34th annual session
met at First Free Will Baptist Church
in Bakersfield, June 16-18. Three
new board members were elected
to the California Christian Coilege
Board of Trustees: John Young Sr.
(layman), Vernon Jones (layman)
and Cecil Spuriock (pastor), Dele-
gates voted that The Voice, of-
ficial publication for the state, be
published quarterly.

The 1978 session will meet in
Fresno with the Memorial Free
Wwill Baptist Church.

NORTH CAROLINA VOTES
QUOTA SYSTEM TO UNDERGIRD

PROMOTIONAL DEPARTMENT

RALEIGH, N.C.—Delegates to the
15th annual session of North Caro-
lina Association of Free Wil Baptists
adopted a quota system to stabilize
the financially plagued state promo-
tional department,

Meeting at First Free Will Baptist
Church in Raleigh on June 13,14,
pastors and lay delegates alike
struggled more than an hour in dis-
cussions before reaching the near
unanimous decision to allocate
each district association a share in
Promotional Department expenses.
The Executive Committee was coun-
seled to continue the Promotional
Department. No replacement was
named for outgoing promotional
man Ronald Creech.

A strongly worded resolution
passed commending singer Anita
Bryant for her work against the gay
rights activists and denouncing
homosexuality.
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PICIRILLI: We depend mostly on
people giving us things. That isn't
very dependable unless we actually
make specific efforts in certain
places to find those items pecple
have and then to persuade them to
give them to us, There is not a lot of
volunteer contribution.

Since we don't have any money
to sponsor particular trips, while |
am in a given area for other
reasons, | may spend some time
visiting preachers or folks who are
thought fo possess material data. |
try to find out where they are and try
o persuade folks 1o donate items to
the Historical Collection. Usually
am interested in finding the minutes
of the local association or old issues
of various Free Will Baptist papers
and publications that might be of
interest to the Historical Coliection.

We have not spent much money
for the purchase of materials.
Occasionally, we have found in used
booksellers’ shops or other sources
some items that people who were
not Free Will Baptists were offering
for sale. In a few instances we have
purchased those materials because
there was just no other way we
knew of {0 get the same materials.

Q. From what source do these
funds for purchasing come?
PICIRILLE: In all instances where
money is involved, the Free Wil
Baptist Bible College has itself spent
the funds to purchase materials, 1o
pay for the binding of minutes or for
the lamination of papers, to pay for
the things that are done to house the
collection, or {0 pay the librarfan’'s
salary for cataloging. So the Bible
College is actually funding the work
of the Historical Collection since the
collection resides in part of the col-
lege’s library holdings.

We are beginning to have a little
money of our own now, We do not
get any funds from the Cooperative
Plan as a matter of reguiar
commitment. However, at ieast one
state, West Virginia, is designating a
few dollars every month. 50 we are
getting something like $3 or $4 a
month through the Cooperative
Pian. That is graduaily
accumulating, We have gotten a few
dollars royalty from our only publica-
tion. Now we may have something
like $40 or 350 in the bank.

0. whatis your only publication?
PICIRILLI: Last year to coincide with
the American Bicentennial observ-
ance, we published the bock, A
History of the Free Will Baptist State
Associations. The various state or-
ganizations that make up the
National Association are included.
Volunteers in several states wrote
brief histories, not of the entire Free
Wifl Baptist work in that state but of
the state organization.

It is the first publishing venture of
the Historical Commission and was
published by an arrangement with
the Sunday School Department,
who is selling it and paying us royai-
ties just as if would {o an author.

Q. Does the Historical Commission
consider that this first publishing
venture has laid the groundwork for
a more comprehensive Free Will
Baptist history to be published later?
PICIRILLI: Yes, in a way it is laying
the groundwork for other publica-
tions that we trust wiil follow. Some
years ago there was a great deal of
talk about publishing a new history
book that would replace the iast
book that was published on the
subject, which was by Brother
Damon Dodd and which went out of
print some time back. In fact, the
Executive Committee tried 10 make
some specific decisions about
getting a new book published. | was
one of those involved in some of that
discussion and decision making.

But the more | became involved,
the more | came to realize we aren’t
ready to write a history book that
would represent any new research,
Any existing book we have could be
rewritten, newly edited and
published. Perhaps that would be
something wise to consider for the
immediate future. What we came 1o
realize was that necessary addition-
ai materials have not been collecied
to make that kind of original re-
search possible. Consequently,
what we are really trying to do at the
present time is expend most of our
energies on getting together the
kind of materiais that are needed to
ultimately tnake fresh, intensive his-
torical research necessary.

Along the way as various kinds of
publishing projects seem to suggest
themselves to us like this one last
year, we probably wiil continue to

sponsor them.

Q. vou spoke about permanently
preserving these materials. Has any
consideration been given to micro-
fiiming these materials so they can
be used by the students and general
public?

PICIRILLI: The materials can now be
used by the students and general
public. These materials are avail-
able for the same kind of use as any-
thing else the library has under
supervision and care, of course.
There won't be enough use given to
any of the historicat materials for a
long time that will actually cause the
materiais to0 be worn out or
destroyed by use.

Ultimately, microfilming will have
to be considered and done. At this
point there is a much greater need
to expend both our energies and
whatever funds we have to obtain
materials than to make long-range
provisions for microfilming,

0. Most Free will Baptists agree
that the heritage of our denomina-
tion goes back to 2 different
sources, the Randall movement and
the Palmer movement. Why does
the Palmer movement have almost
a total lack of historical records in
contrast to the Randall movement?
PICIRILLE: One of the reasons is that
the history of the Randall movement
in the north was well recorded.
Records were carefully kept and
preserved because the Randall
movement was better organized
and, of course, had many education-
al institutions. One of the things an
educational institution does is pre-
serve and collect records and publi-
cations. The history of the northern
movement has often been well re-
searched and written up. A re-
searcher could still learn some
things, but most of it is there,

In contrast to that, however, in
the southern line of Free Wil Bap-
tists, which we often call the Palmer
movement, there was never as
much organization. No educational
institutions lasted for any length of
time. Consequently, many records
simply have not been kept; what has
been kept has not been collected to-
gether. NoO historians have done
really intensive research into the
history throughout the southern
movement; therefore, the history of



the southern movement has never
been as well written as the history of
the Randalt movement.

However, even though it is true
that we usualiy trace our roots back
to 2 different sources, just the little
bit of historical research | have had
time to do convinced me this is by
far an oversimplification. Many
other sources of Free Will Baptists
have origins that were completely
unrelated to either the Palmer or
Randall movement. Here in Middie
Tennessee, for example, the first
Free Will Baptists were known as
Separate Baptists. | doubt they had
any refationship to the Palmer,
Randali or any other movement. |
am sure there are various other
areas where the origins are
completely indigenous.

Q. what do you consider to be the
most valuable item in the Historical
Collection?

PICIRILLIE: That is a hard question to
answer. The 2 things | think are the
most important and emphasize the
most are minutes and issues of Free
Will Baptist papers. We have a few
quite oid books and some old issues
of papers. The oldest things are con-
nected with the Randall movement. |
consider them less important simply
because they are easier to get since
such things are readily available in
the historical collections of the
Northern or American Baptists and
in other places.

Therefore, to me the most impor-
tant items are those that have only
recently been dug out, especially
those relating to the Palmer move-
ment or other areas in the more
southern United States. One of the
things | am proudest of is the
complete set of the issues of Mis-
souri's Free Will Baptist Gem, which
is one of the 2 most important Free
Will Baptist papers of any long publi-
cation years. Closely parailel to that
are the issues in the 1920's and
'30's and on up to the present of The
Free Will Baptist, which is published
in Ayden, North Carolina. This paper
is the oldest and singte most valu-
able publication in our denomination
as far as historical purposes are
concerned.

I am also proud of some very
good collections of minutes. In cer-
tain instances an individual has

GROUP 1 10 for $1.50; 25 for $3;
50 for §5; + 10% postage
THE BIBLE'S MOST SOLEMN SUBJECT
by J. B. O'Dcnnell
CHEAP-EASY BELIEVISM
by Leroy Fortines
PLAIN TRUTH ABOUT HERBERT W.
ARMSTRONG by Jack Williams
MORMONISM: A RELIGIOUS BLIGHT
by Wade Jerpigan
THE OCCULT by Bill Jones
GROUP iI: Less than 50, 10 ¢cents each
{minimum of 10); 50 for $3;
+ 10% postage
EVALUATION OF MODERN TRANSLA-
TIONS by J. D. O'Donnell
CHARISMATICS AND THE ECUMENICAL
MOVEMENT by Robert Piciritli
MORALS AND ORTHODOXY
by Leroy Forlines
THEOLOGICAL SEPARATION
by Leroy Forlines

* * * *

SPECIAL—ANY 7 bookiets, 50 copies of
each, for $27. The commission
will pay postage.

BE SURE TO ENCLOSE PAYMENT.
SEND ORDER TO:

NAME

MATERIALS PUBLISHED BY
COMMISSION ON THEOLOGICAL LIBERALISM

QUANTITY PRICE POSTAGE

FREE

TOTAL 3 3
GRAND TOTAL §

STREET.

CITY STATE

ZIP

ORDER FROM:
COMMISSION ON THEOLOGICAL LIBERALISM
National Association of Free Will Baptists
3606 West End Avenue / Nashville, TN 37205

collected several minutes and
deposited those with the collection,
We have very old minutes from a
few places. In some associations
we have almost complete sets.
These are some of the things | think
are most valuable.

Q. cartier you spoke of seeking
materials while visiting certain
areas. What other efforts are being
made to obtfain materials at this
time?
PICIRILLI: My greatest concern right
now is that we make every effort to
persuade pecple o place materials
in the Historical Coliection. It is
pathetic, tragic and sad that so little
materials have been collected in
spite of the various efforts we have
made.

N some cases people have ma-
terials on hand. However, they feel

those materials are precious to
them and don't want to part with
them. | can understand that feeling;
perhaps | can understand it better
than most since { am invoived in this
kind of work,

But | also know that the only way
anybody can actually guarantee his
precious materials will be saved is
by donating those materials to the
Historical Coltection. That way they
will be saved permanently after he is
dead and gone; and they will actual-
ly be useful to the very people, that
is the Free Will Baptist denomina-
tion, that he loves.

ABOUT THE PERSONS INTERVIEWED: Leroy
Foriines and Dr. Robert Picirilli  are
instructors at Free Wili Baptist Bible College,
Nashvilla, Tn.
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Currently ...

By
JACK WILLIAMS
Editor

On June 19 the men at Central FWB
Church, Huntington, West Virginia, turned
the tables on the ladies, A large altractive ad-
vertisement appeared in the local papers
deciaring, “Daddy is king." During the morn-
ing worship services, every father in the
Central Church was honored. Recognition
was given to fathers who had the oidest child
present, the youngest child present and the
most children present. A special award was
given to one member as father of the year.
Carl Vallance pastors.

The College Lakes Chailenger is the
church publication from College Lakes FWB
Church, Fayetteville, North Carolina. Pastor
Bobby Glenn Smith wrole recently that the
College Lakes Church stands for the "oid
time retigion," He defined old time religion as
"a belief in the inerrant Word of God. God
used men to write the Bible so it would be a
flawless book. It is also a belief in the literal 6-
day creation recorced in the Bible. Organic
avolution, which is taught in the majority of
the schools and colleges, is contrary to
science ang Scripture.” Worship attendance
is averaging in the 170's.

Cown in Recky Mount, North Carolina, at
Grace FWB Church, Pastor Robert Durham
posts attendance statistics on the score-
board. The scorebcard now shows Sunday
school attendance 312, morning worship at-
tendance 298, evening worship 167, and
Wednesday worship 120. The church is ex-
pecting 100 students to register in the fall for
Grace Christian School. Books and materials
are already beginning to pour in for use next
year.

The Van Dale Hudson family was honored
by First FWB Church, Amory, Mississippl,
recently. While Van Daile has been doing
evangelistic work the past 10 years, his
family has labored with the Amory Church,
The Hudsons were presented a plague com-
memorating his work and a silver service for
the entire family as a token of the church’s
iove and appreciation. Evangelist Hudson is
now pastor of Trinity FWB Church, Green-
vilie, North Carolina. As the church was
bidding tarewell to the Hudsons, Pastor
Danny L. Dwyer extended a warm welcome
to Sterl Paramore as he joined the Amory
Church staft for summer internship, Sterl,
who is an upcoming junior at Free Wili Baptist
Bible College, will concentrate in the youth
ministry primarily.

Pastor James O'Dell, Bear Point FWB
Church, Sesser, Iliinois, believes he has the
most cocperative group of members any-
where. To back up that claim, he had 16
members who volunteered to clean the boys'
dormitory atl youth camp on a Monday even-
ing. His weekly paper, The Bear Point Review,
carried a very special thank you to these
hardy volunteers.

For the first 5 months of 1977, the reguiar
giving at Northwest FWB Church, Oklahoma
City, Oklahoma, has broken ali records.
Pastor James Murray is urging his people to

continue making pledges for missicnary
endeavors,
Tremendous crowds and outstanding

preaching highlighted a revival with evangel-
ist Bobby Jackson in East Side FWB Church,
Elizabethton, Tennessee. Pastor Richard
Adams reported that one lady brought 80 visi-
tors during the week.

Chrigtian camping in the Hamliton,
Alabama, area got a real boost recently when
Hamiion FWB Church Pastor Bonnle
Hughes wrote that Christian camping is more
than just camping. Camping has been a part
of the human race aimost since the beginning
of time. Some believe Adam and Eve were the
first campers. By the time of Abraham people
were roaming the earth and living in tents,
Mr. Hughes conciuded Moses was the camp
director of the greatest camp in history, some
2% million Israelites. Jesus also adapted
many of the cpen-air technigues in His teach-
ing. The Christian camping movement is de-
signed to make campers become aware of
the presence of the Creator in @ new and
beautiful way.

Raev. Frank Selis, noted Bible teacher, ad-
dressed the Sunday School Council at
Bethany FWB Church, Norfoik, Virginia, on
Friday, June 10. Sells spoke on “‘How to
Communicate Qur Message to Others.”
Galen Dunbar ministers at this church.

First FWB Church, Shelby, North Caro-
lina, is experiencing a steady increase in at-
tendance. The church began a new bus
route, organized a choir and added new pews
to accommodate the petpie. Assistant minis-
ter Fred S. Knapp says, '"We are determined
to become the friendliest church in Cleveland
County because a friend is someone who can
and wili lead the lost to Christ,'" Jason Salyer
pastors.

A new column, called “Family of the
Month,” is appearing in the Shiloh FWB
Church newsletter, Each month a special
family or member will be highlighted. The
column will develop a deeper appreciation of
members for each other as facts about back-
grounds and contributions to the church and
community become evideni. Walter L.
Statzler pastors the Bristol, Virginia, congre-
gation.

Absenteeism is dangerous. Pastor Richard
Cordell, Guin FWB Church, Guin, Alabama,
assured hig pecple that when a person
misses 3 Sundays in a row, he is in serious
trouble of becoming a victim of absenteeism.
Cordeli further concluded that some who
were reading the Midweek Messenger, in
which this article appeared, had no doubt
become so weak they did not have enough
resistance o get out of bed on Sunday morn-
ing. Others had grown so weak that they
could not feave their easy chairs on Sunday
evening to make it to church.

Here is a good solution to a sticky problem.
Members at First FWB Church, Garland,
Texas, are urged to join in the project, “Send
a Kid to Camp.” Every church faces this
dilemmma when youngsters get ready to attend
youth camp; somebody cannot afford to go.
To avoid the embarrassment of having to say
one has no money, Pastor David Archer is
encouraging members to invest in this
special fund. The pastor feels that for a
$14.50 investment some young boy or giri's
life wili be changed.

The congregalion of Vietory FWB Church,
Springdale, Arkansas, will soon Dbe
worshiping in their new church. Construction
began immedialely after the ground-breaking
services May 8. The new building is located
on 4 acres of land in the southern part of the
city. Bobby Shepherd pastors.

The radio ministry of Grant Avenue FWB
Church, Springfield, Missouri, must be
meeting a need for an anonymous donor who
recently gave a TEAC cassetle {ape deck for
use in this outreach. Pastor Ted Wilbanks
said the equipment is valued at approximate-
ly $500.

The Reverend Calvin Evans has resigned
the pastorate of Union FWB Church,
Wheelershurg, Ohio, i0 devote his efforts to
fuil-time evangelism through Evangelistic
Qutreach, Inc. headquariered in Pedro.
When Mr. Evans assumed the pastorate of
the church 6 years ago, it was with the under-
standing he could continue {o direct the evan-
gelism outreach which he had founded
earlier. Evangelistic OQutreach embraces not
only a far reaching radio ministry but also a
weekiy television service which is syndicated
through a cable TV network system. Together
these programs now reach an audience in 25
different states,

The congregation of the First FWB
Church, Dickson, Tennessee, has officially
occupied the first phase of their new church
facilities, The first worship service in the
octagon-shaped structure was held Sunday
morning, June 12, with 148 in atiendance.
The auditorium is presently equipped 1o seat
200 but can accommodate 350 with addition-
al church furniture, The building is tocated on
a 10-acre tract on Highway 96. David Hicks
pastors.



Ben Scott gels up early in the morning to
find new ways of telling people they weren't
in church the previous Sunday. His migweek
news carried the following item: “Someone
predicted there wouid be as many as 200,000
peopie al the lake for Memorial Day Week-
end. That is 199,889 more than we had in
Sunday school. We had a good day though
and thank the Lerd for those who are here.
We startied the day with Master's Men Break-
fast and program; 21 came for the 7:00 meet-
ing."” Brother Scott is pastor of First FWB
Church, North Little Rock, Arkansas. All of
Pastor Scott's people were not down at the
take, however, for during the month of May
several of his people were lithing. This
Arkansas church gave nearly $600 to outside
causes in that 31-day period.

The San Angeio FWB Church, San
Angelo, Texas, is actually a mission less than
6 months old. Its pastor Gary Tune recently
challenged the peopie to purchase the Boyd
Street Baptist Church, which is relocating.
The building wifl be avaitable in late August or
September. The property includes the 10,000
sguare feet building, parsonage and 5 extra
lots immediately across the street. All sanctu-
ary and classroom furniture, except new fold-
ing chairs, piano and PA system, wouid be left
for the San Angeio Church to use, Asking
price {or the property is $50,000. Pastor Tune
knows his people have a problem with that
amount of money, but he is asking them to
pray for God to make the difference. Perhaps
CONTACT readers will join the San Angeio
Church in this prayer request.

The Temple FWB Church, Winter Garden,
Florida, recently instalied new pews and
carpet. They borrowed $5,000 and agreed to
pay it off within 5 years. Pastor Cecil
Williamson reports that the loan was paid in
fuil in 8 months. The church is pushing ahead
in other organizational areas as well, A
Woman's Auxiliary and Master's Men chapter
are now realities in the church.

First FWB Church, Chipiey, Florida,
celebrated its homecoming and 25th anniver-
sary on May 1. All former pasiors were invited
1o attend the hormecoming. Tapes wete sent
from Rev. W. B. Hughes and Rev, H. D. Harri-
son, and letters were sent from Rev. Robert
Crawiford, Rev. Charles Holiingshead, Rev,
Luther Burns and Rev. £d Cook. Eight charter
members testified of the Lord's blessings
oves the years. Bud Hili is pastor.

Pastor J. C. Morgan and the Lawnwood
FWB Church, Tulsa, Okiahoma, are painfully
aware of America’s mobile society.
Lawnwood's June 8 midweek reminder listed
14 famiiles who were moving from the
Lawnwood area. Some were moving out of
state; some were moving within the state, but
ali were moving away.

They really know how to divide up an
offering at the Syivan Park FWB Church,
Nashviile, Tennessee. The June 5 offering
totaled $896.53. That's when the widespread
interest in giving {0 many different sources
became evident in this church. in addition to
general fund gifts, moneys were designated
to a cassetle ministry, a benevolence fund,
and adopied missionaries. Pastor Bob L.
Jonegs and his members are serving notice
that they have a worlg vision.

The entire youth choir of West Tulsa FWB
Church, Tulsa, Oklahoma, made the trip to
Detroit, Michigan, to compete in the National
Youth Conference. In order to help itself, the
youth choir sponsored a parking iot sale July
9 at the church. On July 10 Pastor Connie
Carlker led the church in re¢eiving a special
offering in order to pay the expenses of ¢char-
tering & bus. However, the trip for the choir
was not all work and no play because on the
return leg from Detroit, the choir made a
tengthy stopever at Six Flags Over Mid-
America in St. Louis, Missouri.

it looks like Bill Van Winkle has been doing
his homework again. In his midweek bulietin,
The Reminder, Pastor Van Winkle informed
the First FWB Church, Berkeley, Missouri,
that the Missouri State Association was now
over and he and his family were attending
youth camp. Rather than run the risk of being
called out of camp on some minor matter, the
pastor kept one of his men on duty 1o answer
pastoral cails during the week. Other pastors
might profit by taking notice of Brother Van
Winkie's pian. An alert layman on duty could
handie most difficulties that arise and allow
the pastor and his family a much-needed,
carefree week at youth camp.

During April, 9 new converts were baptized
and 15 members added 1o the roil of the Qak
Park FWB Church, Pine Bluff, Arkansas. Ken
Doggett pastors.

Dr. Chartes Thigpen, dean of Free Will
Baptist Bible College, Nashville, Tennesses,
spoke June 12 at Fellowship FWB Church,
Kingsport, Tennessee, Pastor Winston
Sweeney reported that Dr. Thigpen delivered
a tremendous message. The Fellowship
Church is praising God for their missions
giving. Aimost 25 percent of total receipts
coming into the church are paid out to foreign
and home missions. This does not include
money spent on radio time or sent to FWBBC.
This group of believers operates on the princi-
ple that a church is not great because of the
amount of money recieved but because of
the amount of service rendered 10 people in
Christ's name. Sunday school attendance is
up an average of 20 over last year. Pastor
Sweeney emphasized the geal for Feliowship
Church this year is 50 new families. That
average would mean a new family in the
church every week.

A summer missionary in an inner-city
church in Kansas City, Missouri, is the title
that best describes Andrea Smith of First
FWB Church, DeSoto, Missourl. According to
Pastor Charles L. Milter, Andrea has moved
to Kansas City to conduct backyard Bible
clubs and vacation Bible schoois during the
summer.

Every Sunday school student at Trinity
FWB Church on Father's Day was asked to
write a short article entitled "My Dad's the
Greatest Because' or "My Dad is Special
Because.” Everycne was inviled to either
bring a dad or adopt a dad for special
services that day. “Bring a Dad’' Sunday was
hightighted by an ail-fathers cheir during the
morning worship service. Russeli Spurgeon
is pastor of the Brldgeton, Missouri, church.

Yorktown FWB Church, Star City, Arkan-
sas, has averaged 173 for the past 6 weeks.
Accorging to Pastor Bitl Whiteaker, the in-
crease is credited to the weekly visitation

program under the direction of Sunday
schoo! superintendent James Ashcrafi.
During the past year, 53 new members have
been received with 28 baptisms.

Over 350 youth and counselors converged
on Decatur, lllinois, and the First FWB
Church to celebrate the iilinois State Youth
Conference in May. Pastor Larry Nix, who
celebrated his first anniversary with the
church on June 12, highly commended his
church staft for their effectiveness and effi-
ciency in coordinating food services and
other aids during the conference.

June 20-24 was a special CB emphasis at
Cofer’'s Chapel FWB Church, Nashville,
Tennessee. Each evening from 7:00 to 8:45
p.m. the familiar CB "“10-4" was heard in
groups of toddlers, teens and aduits. In CB
communications the term "10-4" means
"message received and understood.” This
speciai vacation Bible schocl theme would be
interpreted as "'God’'s message received and
undersiood.” Eugene Waddell is pastor.

The youth choir of First FWB Church,
Albany, Georgla, toured Tennessee recently
and presented a musical program at various
churches. The 48-member choir, calied The
New Light Singers, is directed by Vernon
Whaley. Bus driver for the touring choristers
was none other than the pastor himself, Dr.
Melvin Worthington,

Capitol Hiil FWB Church, Oklahoma City,
Oklahoma, is using the follow-up lessons
from the National Home Missions Depart-
ment for young Christians, A free home Bible
study is provided for anyone interested in
pursuing a systematic approach for Christian
growth. Visitors who desire home Bible
studies are invited to call the church. A
capable Bible teacher will be sent to spend
30 to 80 minutes each week in their homes
discussing the lessons. Homer Young is
pastor.

The number of books in the church kbrary
for the First FWB Church, Moore, Oklahoma,
now exceeds 800. New books are being
added to this coliection on a regular basis. On
the shelves are books which will aid teachers
in 8unday school and CTS as weil as books
designed to promote Christian growth and
provide reading enjoyment, according to
Pastor Dan Farmer,

Free Will Baptists now have an official wit-
ness in Mount Vernon, Missouri. On March
12 the Mount Vernon mission was organized
into the First FWB Church. The 18 charter
members called Rev. James MeCully as
pastor. The group will be affiliated with
Missouri’s Indian Creek Association.

A special observance commemorating the
final payment on the Beiton FWB Church,
Belton, Missouri, was observed Sunday, May
8, following the morning worship service.
Pastor Bill Christenson and members of the
congregation placed a plagque at the corner of
the church which gives the date on which the
church was erected and the date on which
the fast payment was made on the structure.

Some churches call pastors who can write.
The Victory FWB Church, Goldsboro, North
Carolina, did. Their pastor George C. Lee Jr.
recently authored 3 booklets, “'The Problems
of the Preacher,” “America’'s Greatest
Need” and “Potpourri.” The latter is a
collection of Lee's writings over recent years.
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In a recent article | discussed the
worldwide responsibility of the
church. One of the problems that
presents itself when promoting the
worldwide responsibility of the
church is the question of the
standing before God of those who
have never heard the Gospel. Some
people cannot conceive of God con-
demning a person to an eternal hell
who has not heard the Gospel. It
seems to them that God wouid be
unjust in taking such action.

(f the Bibie did not furnish an
answer to the guestion of whether
the heathen are lost, it wouid be
understandabie that there would be
a difference of opinion. it is under-
standabie that one who has not
examined the biblical teaching on
the subject may not think that the
heathen are lost. However, an ex-
amination of the biblical teaching
should settle the question with cer-
tainty.

One important observation that
must be made is this: If the Bible is
to be used as an authorily for truth,
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it must also be used as an authority
for deciding whit is error and for
determining the consequences of
that error. If we accept the authority
of the Scriptures for estabiishing the
truth of the Gospel, we must also
accept what it says about other
religions. There can be no gquestion
about it. The Bible condemns all reli-
gions outside Christianity as being
false.

The voices of the Old Testament
prophets are in one accord in con-
demning every religious develop-
ment that arose outside of the
biblical revelation. This condemna-
fion extended to all religions outside
israel and every religious
development in |srael that was not
based on biblicat revelation.

The New Testament is ungues-
tionably clear in saying that men’s
destinies are determined by whether
they believe in Jesus. According to
John 3:18, to fail o believe in Jesus
is to be ‘‘condemned already.”
According to John 3:36, the

unbeliever is said to be abiding
under the wrath of God. Jesus de-
clared, “‘| am the way, the truth, and
the life: no man cometh unto the
Father, but by me’ (John 14:6).
Peter explained concerning Jesus
Christ, *...there is none other
name under heaven given among
men, whereby we must be saved”
(Acts 4:12). In Acts 17:30 Paul called
upon his hearers to repent of their
idolatry, '‘Because he [God] hath
appointed a day, in the which he will
judge the world in righteousness by
that man [Jesus Christ] whom he
hath ordained . . ." {(Acts 17:31}.

if we let the Bible decide truth,
salvation is by faith in Jesus Christ.
If we let the Bible decide error,
every religion outside of Jesus
Christ is false. If we let the Bible
decide the consequences of error,
all who are unbelievers (regardless
of the form of their unbelief} are
condemned to an eternal hell.

In the next installment | will dis-
cuss the grounds of the heathen’s
accountability before God.















