





pendulum to swing too far inio
formalism. Let's preserve the
vibrancy that magnetizes hungry
hearts with the power of God. Let's
come to worship Ged and not just
watch another show,

trregularities in human behavior
should never cease to amaze us.
We get so excited about such petty
matters while remaining stone faced
about the most exciting things.
Some young coilegian kicks a pig-
skin through 2 upright poles, and
80,000 people jump to their feet and
scream. A muscular young man hits
a piece of cowhide 450 feet over a
walil, and 50,000 fans go fanatic.

At sports events we vyelt like
Comanche Indians and come fo
church to sit like wooden ones. God
gave his Son to provide salvation for
a drifting and pagan society, and we
sit like stumps in a swamp during
our worship time. We cry over soap
operas or some sad story and go
untouched by the heartbroken
sermon of the pastor,

We must become more involved
in our worship. We must worship
God in spirit and in truth. It is time to
lift our hearts and praise the Lord.
We must give careful and complete
attention to the Holy Spirit's voice.
There must be more praise, more
thanksgiving, more rejoicing, more
heartfelt expression of our faith in
God.

POWERFUL PERSONALITIES

Philippians 4:6-7 says: “In every-
thing by prayer and supplication
with thanksgiving let your requests
be made known unto God. And the
peace of God, which passeth ail
understanding, shall keep your
hearts and minds through Christ
Jesus,”'

The formula stated here is that we
should pray with thanksgiving. The
result promised is peace which will
secure our hearts and especially our
minds. Rejoicing preduces good
mental heaith.

Cur ability to accept ourselves is
closely associated with gratitude.
Every believer needs to understand
that God made him exactly to divine
specification. Each person is a
special specimen, a divine design.

(Please turn to page 4.)
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Currently ...

By
JACK WILLIAMS
Editor

The First FWB Church, Walnut Ridge,
Arkansas, recently completed and dedicated
a new sancluary. Approximately 250 peopie
gathered to hear former Pastor Keith
Johnson deiiver the dedication message.
Gien Campbell, organizer of the church,
spoke briefly; and David Josiin, Arkansas’
promoticnal director, delivered the charge.
Terry Forrest pastors,

And speaking of new churches, Pastor
Jackie Edwards and the Bible Way FWB
Church, Panama, Oklahoma, are now
worshiping in their brand new building.

Eleven converts in one Sunday school
class are always big news, When all 11
converts follow the Lord in baptism, any
pastor will be pleased. Pastor Wendeli
Trussell, Loyal Chape!l FWEB Church,
Columbia, Tennessee, must be all smiles,
This unusual Sunday school ciass is com-
posed of speciat children from the home for
the handicapped. Mrs. lrene Matlock
teaches.

Someone else may want 1o iry this idea
from California. Dr. Dan Parker, pastor of
Harmony FWB Church, Fresno, recently pub-
lished a 6-month update sheet. The publica-
tion capsuled in a sentence or so the hap-
penings of each month as well as gave a list
of members. That's a snappy way of keeping
tabs on oneself,

He that asketh stilt receiveth, Members of
First FWB Church, Stanley, North Carolina,
intend 1o keep Pastor Billy Buchanan
happy. The church office now has a new desk
and chair, Someone added some fioor mats,
and one generous sou! even provided 3360
toward purchasing a van tfor the church,

Pastor Grant Saverance, Fellowship FWB
Church, Fiat River, Missouri, is barely over 5
feet tall, but he has a vision high as a church
steeple. His "“Remodel the Sanctuary'”
project has been compieted. The result is
padded pews in deep burnt orange and new
pulpit furniture,

This may not be Pastor Winston
Sweeney’s idea, bul il is a good one anyhow.
His weekly church publication carried this
question, 1S THERE SOMEONE WHO
WOULD LIKE TO START A CLASS FROM
SCRATCH? By this we mean go out and fing
them and bring them in. We have the space.”
You folks at the Fellowship FWB Church,
Kingsport, Tennessee, keep an eye on this
strategy, and keep the “'Currently” readers
informed of its progress.

Here's something for the history buff,
Middle Tennessee sports one of the oidest
Free Will Baptist churches in the country.
Heads FWB Church, Cedar Hill carries the
fact that they were established in 1840 in
every issue of its weekly publication. Ron
Parker pastors. It is a delight to see churches
older than charter members.

There aren’ enough missionaries {o go
around for every church to pull this maneuver
in vacation Bible school, but it worked at First
FWB Church, Berkeley, Missouri. Panama
missionary Blll Fulecher was a regular on the
VBS teaching team during August. He taught
the students missions from firsthand exper-
ience.

The Peoplas FWB Church, Justice, ilii-
nois, have recently cleared ali indebtedness

on the church plant. Leo Potete pastors.’

What's next for this band of lllinois believers?
What else—they plan to build a new church.

There is a great geal of activity around
Lake Hamilton, Florida. Danny Wiilamson of
Bartow is heading up a move to build a youth
camp. Land has been purchased for the con-
struction of the facilities.

Homer Young is winning friends and infiu-
encing people again, Pastor Young and the
Capitol Hill FWB Church, Oklahoma City,
Oklahoma, have applied the missionary prin-
ciple of giving to their bus ministry. They are
giving a bus to Pastor Johnny Groat, Liberty
FWB Church, Okiahoma City.

The Faith FWB Church, Jonesboro, Arkan-
sas, is less than 2 years old. Even though the
church was just organized in February of this
year and the members are currently building
a new facility, the members have still had
enough vision to pledge $1,356 in faith
promises during a June missionary con-
ference with Patrick Dickens,

Congratuiations to Bobby Glenn Smith,
pastor College Lakes FWB Church, Fayette-
vitle, North Carolina. Bobby has been
selected to appear in the ninth edition of
Notable Americans of 1976-77. The young
pastor aiso appears in Personalities of the
South and Who's Who in Religion.

How can a 5-day vacation Bible school
which averages 87 in attendance send an
offering to missions that exceeds $3007 it
happened at ithe Canton FWB Church,
Canton, North Caroclina. Pastor Larry
Hughes allowed as how he would tell any
pastor who wondered about the secret of his
success.

Members of First FWB Church, Hen-
derson, Texas, are making a run on ¢assette
recorders. The church plans to tape services
and share the tapes with shut-ing throughout
the community. Pastor Harold Teague
alerted "Currently” that the church is also
launching a radio spot outreach to encourage
listeners in this Texas town to contact their
local Free Wil Baptist church for spiritual
assistance.

Finding an evangelist for a fall revival
should be no problem for Marvin Chapel FWB
Church, Marianna, Fiorida., During the hot
surmmer months Pastor Buford Plerce led the
congregation in installing central air condi-
tioning, new carpet, another bath, large guest
room, carport, and storage room in the par-
sonage.

As if he didn't already have enough ctout in

the Tulsa, Oklahoma, area, Pastor Connle
Cariker is now importing assistance from the
Dallas Cowboys. Randy Hughes, defensive
back for the pro football team, called a few
signals for the West Tuisa FWB Church
youth department during a chicken dinner
extravaganza.

Mrs. Jeanette Marcom, CTS director at
Tippett's Chapel FWB Church, Clayton,
North Carolina, was presented a beautiful
framed certificate by Pastor Nathan Eason.
The plague was awarded in recognition of the
Church Training Service averaging 100 per-
sons or more every Wednesday evening for a
pericd of 3 months.

A churchin Nashville broke a year’s record
in 6 months. Members of Sylvan Park FWB
Church gave nearly $4,5C0 io missions by
June, 1977. This exceeded the entire 12-
months mission offerings for the preceding
year. Nearly one gollar in every 7 of the
Sylvan Park budget goes to missions. Bob
Jones pastors,

Mrs. Cleo Pursell, executive secretary of
WNAC, led the women of Flrst FWB Church,
Murfreesboro, Tennessee, in a Friday night
spiritual retreat recently. Thirteen women
participated in the gathering at the par-
sonage. Dr. J. D. O'Donnell pasiors.

Did you ever hear of the Haas Luggage
Fund? You probably haven't. This is a project
of the Northwest FWB Church, Oklahoma
City, Okiahoma. Pastor Jameas Murray
wanted to keep Joe Haas cn the road; s0 his
church sponsored the luggage purchasing
spree.

Pastor James O'Dell, Bear Point FWB
Church, Sesser, Illinols, is 1aking a long look
at charts comparing 1877 to 1976 in his
church. Latest statistics reveal Sunday
school with a 2 percent increase, morning
worship up 14 percent, evening worship up
37 percent, visitation with a 13 percent in-
crease, and offerings up 24 percent.

Is this a record among Free Will Baptist
churches? Fairmount Park FWB Church,
Norfolk, Virginia, averaged 70C during its
summer vacation Bible school with a high day
of 722. Dale Burden pastors this hardworking
group of believers.

First FWB Church, Dayton, Ohio, recorded
a 402 average in vacation Bible school this
summer, Hobart Ashby pastors.

This is the way God intended attitudes to
be between peopie and pastor. A lady
recently wrote, *‘| have the best people in my
church. They love and care about each other
and constantly pray for lost souls. | have the
most wonderful pastor. He is kind, consider-
ate, understanding and lives what he
preaches. When | leave my church on
Sunday morning, { know | have truly been in
God's house and heard God's Word
preached.” Does that sound like anybody you
know? That statement belongs to irene
Young. She was talking about the College
Lakes FWB Church, Fayetteville, North
Carolina. Bobby Smith pastors.

They have warm, winning ways at Dickson,
Tennessee, First FWB Church. Pastor David
Hicks and his associaie Roger Luther have
seen over 100 conversions in the past 20
months. The pastor attributes the success te
the faithfuiness of the members in the
church,



























