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The Tract...
(Cont. from page 5)

Free Will Baptist Bible College.

| asked God to indicate His wilt by
the response. ““May the first one
that answers be the one,” [ prayed.
Since Nashville, Tennessee, was
quite a bit further than one of the
other schoois, | didn’t expect to hear
from FWBBC first. But | did.

My decision had to be made.
Somewhat reluctantly, I went 1o
Nashvilie. | took only a leave of
absence from my job in case the
school was not all it should be.
Within a few weeks | wrote back {o
terminate my job. God had given me
a deep peace that only comes when
one is in His perfect wili,

in the early spring of that year as |
was reading my Bible in the quiet of
my room, God spoke so very clearly.
The passage was in Romans. ‘‘For
whosoever shall call upon the name
of the Lord shall be saved. How then
shall they call on him in whom they
have not believed? and how shall
they believe in him of whom they
have not heard? and how shall they
hear without a preacher?”’ (Romans
10:13,14).

| knew at that moment God was
caliing me to be a foreign
missionary. | wvividly remember
answering audibly, "No Lord, not
me,’’

The Lord is so gentle and patient
in dealing with us. In due time my
will yieided to His. | knew | could not
be happy any other way. Once again
that inner peace flooded my soul as
lwalked in harmony with Him.

Two and a half years later my
husband and | were on our way to
Africa. And it was all because some-
one had been faithful to respond to
the nudge of God and gave a tract at
the right moment.

P.S. The faithful servant of God was
Reverend Charles Hollingshead,
who now pastors Piney Grove fFree
Will Baptist Church, Guin, Alabama,

ABQUT THE WRITER: Anita Sparks serves as
a Free Will Baptist missionary to Spain. Since
1873 she and her husband Lonnie have
minigtered in Alcala' The Sparks were
missionaries to Africa from 1956-1873. Anita
is a member of First Church, Tecumseh,
Oklahoma. A
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| Am A Free Will Baptist
Minister’'s Widow

minister's widow. My hus-

band evangelized and pas-
tored for approximately 25
glorious years before a debili-
tating stroke forced him to
early retirement at the age of
51. He was not eligible for gov-
ernment disability since he
lacked a few quarters in social
security paymentis, Af that time
cur denomination, which he
served so faithfuily, had no
adeguate retirement plan.

| recall in years past vague
discussions in the state
associations concerning the
need for such a plan, but in-
variably someone would say:

“We should invest our
money in youth,”

"We need to build a staie
Bible college.”

"Let's begin an
phanage.”

And so they did. And yet, 1
could not escape the queasy
feeling that such an important
subject should not be passed
over so lightly.

For 16 years, my husband
struggied with feelings of
worthiessness because he
was unable to assist his family
financially in even a small way.
In spite of my constant re-
assurances that { did not mind
peing the “breadwinner,” it did
something to his self-respect. |
couid not help but wish for hjs
peace of mind that he had
some source of income that he
could call his own.

| recently read in an issue of
Contact that "'In just 10 years,
274 Free Will Baptist ministers
will be 65 years of age and
older.”’ Heart attack, cancer or
some other terminal disease

I am a Free Will Baptist

or-

may shorten some of their
lives and leave their widows
“on theirown.”’

For some unknown reason,
women live longer than men.
The Census Bureau reported
recently that women now
constitute almost 60% of the
20.6 million people 65 years or
older. More than Y3 of these
women live alone. Many
ministers’ wives have always
stayed at home and worked as
housewives and mothers. They
have no social security checks
to count on nor widows'
pensions. If their husbands die
prematurely, they wili pay the
funeral expenses and possibly
wind up on weifare before too
long. Cr the family savings will
go to finance the husband’s
long itiness. They are terrified
that their children will have to
take care of them or that some
illness witl incapacitate them.

Widowhood is enough of an
adjustment to make without
having these additional
worries. Adeguate preparation
for retirement can mean the
difference between a happy,
contented retirement and one
filed with resentment and frus-
tration. Thank God our denomi-
nation now has a plan whereby
ministers’ widows may secure
heip from the denomination
their husbands served sc long.

Ministers' wives, do encour-
age your husbands to take out
retirement benefits now. Any
licensed or ordained minister
or employee of a church or
denominational agency may
participate.

(Continued on page 8, col. 3)
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SIN
CHALLENGES
THE

CHURCH

PART i

By Leroy Forlines

In the last article | started a series
on dealing with sin in the church. In
dealing with sin in the church, we
must take an uncompromising atti-
tude for righteousness and against
sin. At the same time we must be
concerned that the ministry of
redemption be f{ulfilled in the one
who has sinned.

In this series | will deal with
varying degrees of problems and
begin with the most serious cases.
These would be the cases that could
result in excommunication from the
church. Church disciplines, as
taught in the New Testament, draw
from both holiness and love.

In the hypothetical case referred
to by Jesus in Matthew 18:15-17,
both hotiness and love are at work.
The person who has been sinned

against goes to the brother that
sinned against him and tells him his
fault (verse 15). Here we see a
concern for holiness or
righteousness., The brother is
reminded of his fauit. We also see
love at work, “'If he shall hear thee,
thou hast gained thy brother’ (verse
15). Coupled with the concern to
correct is a concern o restore.

If the private attempti to restore
fails, both hofiness and love make
further attempts to correct and
restore {(verses 16 and 17). At every
attempt there is the hope that the
persen  will be restored and
reconcited to the brother whom he
has sinned against. If all attempts 1o
help fail, Jesus said, ““Let him be
unto thee as an heathen man and a
publican” (verse 17). This would be
equivalent to excommunication or
dealing with him as an unsaved per-
son. In such a case repentance
would satisfy the demands of
hotiness, but holiness cannot be
compromised where there is no
repentance.

In this case the sin that results in
excommunication is not the original
trespass or fault. In fact we have no
idea what the fault was. The sin that
brings excommunication is the
refusal to be reconciled to the
brother. Excommunication does not
take place untii the person spurns
all reasonable attempts of love for
reconciliation.

There is one other case of ex-
communication in the New
Testament: the case of incest in
| Corinthians 5. Paul rebukes the
church at Corinth for not mourning
and taking the necessary action to
remove the man who was guilty of
incest from their membership (I Car-
inthians 5:1,2). Their holy nature as
redeemed people should have
caused them tc have so abhorred
such sin that they would have taken

the necessary action. The failure to
have such an attitude was an in-
dictment against the church.

In no uncertain terms Paul said,
“Therefore put away from among
yourseives that wicked person'
{I Corinthians 5:13). “To deliver
such an one unto Satan'' (verse 5)
and “‘put away from among your-
selves” (verse 13) both refer to ex-
communication from the church,
Within the church would be God’s
domain. Outside the church weould in
a sense be Satan's domain.

The action was severe, but love is
not left out. This action was not to be
taken with hatred. it was not
designed to write off the person as a
member of the human race. The
design of this action was "‘for the
destruction of the flesh, that the
spirit may be saved in the day of the
Lord Jesus' {verse 5). | take ‘‘the
destruction of the flesh' to mean to
bring repentance; but whether that
be the irue interpretation or not, it is
clear that the action was taken with
an inierest in the person's salvation.

Even though the person had
committed a sin of such a nature
that Paul said it was “‘not so much
as named among the Gentiles,"" the
church was asked to have a
redemptive concern for this man.
He was still to be viewed as cne for
whom Christ died.

It is felt by many that the man
referred to in | Corinthians 5 is the
same one that is later mentioned in
[I Corinthians 2:6-8. If this is the
case, the man did repent; and Paul
advised the church to receive him
back. The members were to confirm
their tove toward him.

In both cases of church discipline
referred to, both law and redemption
are at work., Law was present toc
uphold right and condemn sin.
Redemption was ai work to forgive
andtransform. &
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miles away. These as well as the
Dunns were the first in worship ser-
vices, and Mr. Shores was the first
deacon. The Shores family moved
back to California in 1975, The
Robert Strouse family came from
Ohio and served the church for a
year before returning,

Some pecple came to Boise be-
cause of job transfers and found
their dencmination’s church. The
Rodney Harris family moved from
Arkansas and served for 2 years as
some of the first teachers, officers
and musicians in the church. The
Tom Johnson family moved from
Arkansas in 1974 and are still
serving the Lord in the Boise
Church,

Coval Coatney had not worshiped
in a Free Wil! Baptist church since
moving from Missouri to Idaho
about 2 decades ago. He found a
home again in the missicn.

As the mission grew, a reguiar
church building was needed.
Prayers opened the doors to 3967
Pershing Drive. A small, dirty
structure was rented. An excited
congregation cleaned and painted
the new church in anticipation of the
first service. Their labor and prayers
were answered with over 40 in at-
tendance that first Sunday. The
church building was later pur-
chased.

CAPTURING
NATIONAL ATTENTION
The Sunday school was formed in
1972, Patty O'Donnell and tda Long-
stroth both became teachers. The
first year Sunday school averaged
35.
In October,

1374, the Boise

mission entered the national Sunday -

school enlargement campaign. This
campaign magnified one probiem of
the mission work. Some were ex-
cited and eager to bring people into
church, while others were con-
cerned about dealing with large
numbers who would aitend. An
aggressive group of 15 aduHts and
teenagers went out every Saturday
to knock doors and invite people to

church. Their efforts were blessed
as new contacts were made and
new people atiended.

Boise won the 1874 national
Sunday school enlargement cam-
paign. The numbers did not remain
high but dropped after the cam-
paign. Although there was a
decrease in November, attendance
remained well above the previous
average. Despite some sentiment
questioning the campaign, it
definitely was a success in that
souls were saved and more con-

tacts made.
Excited about teaching and
reaching children, missionary

pastor Jesse Dunn introduced the
idea of a vacation Bible school in
13873, An introduction is exactly
what had to take piace. New con-
verts such as we were did not know
anything about vacation Bible
school, Church Training Service,
Woman's Auxiliary or even really
what the Free Wili Baptist denomi-
nation was all aboui. We had to be
taught,

That first vacation Bibie schooi
was a growing experience for us.
imagine yourself as a young Chris-
tian asked to teach a VBS class for
the first time—nervous? Now, think
of yourself planning for a class of
10-15 students—feeling a heavy
responsikility? Now, here’s your first
day of VBS and you face your ¢iass
of not 15 but 30 students—shocked
or excited? Yes, the Lord blessed
that first VBS. We expected to
average around 50; the average was
38!

Upon my return from Viet Nam |
had begun to attend this Free Will
Baptist mission. My wife became a
charter member. | did not want to
rush into anything without first
looking it over closely. It took a year
for me to finally join. Prior to joining |
had been actively involved.

In the fali of 1973 several teens
asked that [ lead a rap group for
them. From that rap group was
formed the Boise CTS. Not being a
very reserved group, we embarked
immediately into CTS competitive
activities. Much labor and prayer

saw the Boise CTS team win the
Idaho Tic Tac Toe and Bible Bowt
championships in 1974,

By 1975 the CTS goal was the
national competition in Dayton,
Ohio. More efforts were spent on
fund ralsing than practice for
competition, but the Tic Tac Toe and
Bible Bowl teams qualified for
Dayton. This same group added a
state Music and Arts Festival award
as well, The Boise Church CTS
became the first to represent ldaho
in national competition.

Not all aspects of a mission like
Boise run happily. There are the
heartaches as well. Two teens died
within a year. One 16-year-oid girl
had gone to youth camp, became a
Christian, and was baptized at
camp. Within a month this young
lady was killed in an auto accident.
Praise God she had turned her life to
Jesus,

A young boy age 15 had been
attending the Sunday school, It was
snowing, and he and 2 friends were
building a snowman. Suddenly, he
fell to ihe ground. His friends at first
thought he was teasing but quickly
realized he was unconscious. He
died a few days later. These iragic
deaths were nonetheless used of
God. The boy’s friends were socn
saved. Then their family, which
included 6 children and a grand-
mother who went to be with the Lord
3 months later, accepted Christ.
Today the Tom Shepard family stili
serves the Lord in the Boise Church.

The Boise Church became self-
supporting in January, 1975. A year
iater missionary Jesse Dunn
resigned as pastor to answer a call
to the mission field of Salem,
Qregon. Reverend Ron Briscoe now
pasiors the Boise Free Wil Baptist
Church, begun 6 years ago because
one man heeded the Lord’s cail.

ABOQUT THE WRITER: Jim O'Donnell is pastor
of Community Free Wilf Baptist Church, Port-
fand, Cregon. He has completed his master
of arts degree at Boise State University,
Boise, Idaho. Mr. O'Donneff served until
recently as a counselor at Warm Springs
Center in Boise. A
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od places His premium on

faith. At the same time no

one can deny that some
great men of old were bolstered
with material riches. But it was
Abraham’s faith not his finances
that pleased God {Genesis 15:6).
God commended Job’s integrity
and spiritual maturity (Job 1:8). The
dollar value of Abel's sacrifice is
not what made it important
{Hebrews 11:4). With God, to be
“rich In faith’ is true wealth
(James 2:5).

It is far better that a man build
character than accumulate riches,
“A good name is rather to be
chosen than great riches, and
loving favour rather than silver and
gold" {Proverbs 22:1).

ft is far better to have within our
ranks men of wisdom than men of

wealth. “If thou seekest her

{wisdom)} as silver, and searchest
for her as for hid treasures: Then
shalt thou understand the fear of
the Lord, and find the knowledge of
God"' (Proverbs 2:4,5).

Material possessions are not
inherently evil, In God's work they
are a means to an end. When
those material possessions are an
end within themselves, they
become a curse. {See James 2:1-
B).

DISTORTED VALUES

The high school graduate’s head
whirled as he tried to unravel the
maze of facts, figures and dollar
marks just handed him. Enough to
short circuit the oid computer, he
thought. Maybe Bible college was
not such a good idea after all.

Accountants make 40 percent
more the first year than the

MIENACE

WIBTERIALIS

by James Pittman
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average church youth director with
5 years experience, he mused, And
the starting salary for an aircraft
mechanic with 4 years of military
experience is unreal. The salary of
an engineer with General Motors
really blows the mind. According to
the student counselor, the pay for
an enlisted man in the Air Force is
as much as his dad earned last
year even though he is a college
graduate with more than 20 vears
pastoral experience,

For days the young student
dreamed of the time he would
deposit that fat paycheck, drive a
Cutiass Supreme, and buy a boat
and trailer, mobile camper, and
brick home near the country club.

During family devotions one
night, his father read from Luke,
“Take heed, and beware of
coveteousness: for a man's life
consisteth not in the abundance of
things which he possesseth” (Luke
12:15). As the bewildered boy
tistened, the words seemed to leap
into his heart, Weeping, he feli to
his knees to thank Ged for
realigning his values.

Lawyers hurried back and forth
between clients. It appeared the
divorce might be settled out of
court. In one room a nervous
woman twisted her handkerchief.
in ancther room a stylishly dressed
man set his jaw and shifted
uneasily in his chair. Could she get
the house and the automobile?
Wouid he have to pay alimony?
What about bills she had charged
to his account after the separa-
tion?

No one seemed concerned that
a home was shattered. The
sanctity of marriage was not to0
important, At last the man entered
the courtroom. He forced a smile.
Yes, it will be settled today.

What was the outcome? She got
the house but no alimony. She had
1o pay ail the accounts she
charged. Who won? The answer
was obviocus—no one!

RESTLESS NIGHTS

The pastor was troubled, He
strolled down the hallway and
stepped outside into the chilled
winter air. He had just finished

computing the family budget. It
was always a bit depressing, he
thought. There was never enough
to meet family needs, or so it
seemed. Maybe he was not as
good a money manager as he
should be,

He recalled that just last week
his wife remarked, '‘Not a member
in our church has furniture as worn
as ours.” He felt guitty, especially
when his teenage daughter agreed.

Was he being fair with his family
{0 pastor a church at a salary
considerably less than he could
earn in secular employment? He
remembered the fellow who
graduated from business coliege
the same year he finished Bible
college. That business college
graduate landed a job earning
twice what his first full-time
pastorate paid. He remembered
that now gone opportunity to
accept a position with a targe
corporation plant as director of
personnel at a large salary.

Pastors are often misunderstocd
and their families share their dis-
appointments and frustrations, This
minister had chosen to sacrifice to
be in God's work. Was # right to
demand the same of his family?
The kids would be in college soon,
and tuition was burgeoning
because of inflation.

He picked up the phone in his
study. His wite asked matter of
factly, *‘When you get home, will
you prop up the end of the sofa? It
fell again.”

“QK, Honey.”

"“Do you want me 1o write a
check at the doctor's office?”’

He could get a good job. He
knew some people. He could put
out some feelers, If he waited
much longer, it wouid lessen his
chances to land a really good iob.
He was still young. He could buy a
home, educate the children, put
some money in bonds and
securities. It was not too late!
Finalty, the jungle of frustration
and fear drove him to his knees.
He prayed, “‘Lord, | meant it the
day | said yes to your call. | wouid
stili die for you, Lord, . .. but my
family. Is it fair to them, Lord?"

While on his knees hé thought of
a sermon he had preached years
ago. The text was Matthew 19:29:

“And everyone that hath forsaken
houses, or brethren, or sisters, or
father, or mother, or wife, ot
chitdren, or lands, for my name’s
sake, shalt receive an hundredfoid
and shall inherit everlasting life.”

Now it was settied again, his
course reconfirmed. Not many
would understand. This was best
for him and his family. Time and
eternity would validate his
choice.

FICKLE DEFINITIONS

An internationally known figure
in the entertainment world with a
fortune in tand, stocks and bonds
died. ""The King'' was famous for
his gifts to charities. He gave away
automobiles and thousands in cash
to friends each year. ‘'He was
successful,”’ someone says. “'He
had a good heart,” another
suggests. Was he successful as a
husband and father? No one
suggests he was successfui as a
Christian,

A prominent businessman
makes a substantiai contribution to
the state or national work. Yes, he
has been a member of the church
for years. Probably he would make
a good church board member.
After all, it is important to have a
man with a business head. No one
bothers to learn about his concern
as a soul winner. is he a
consistent tither? Who wouid be
considered the man with the
business mind today, Abraham or
Lot?

Contemporary society places
unnatural and detrimental
emphasis on materialism. Men
associate success with the
accumulation of material goods.
Church leaders do not like to admit
that this philosophy might make
inroads in their membership. And
yet, it has happened.

What is the cure for the disease
of materialism? The answer is 1o
go back to faith, onward to sterling
integrity, forward to character that
is not for sale, and upward to
spiritual maturity.

ABOUT THE WRITER: James Pittman is
pastor of Grifton Free Will Baptist Church.
Grifton, North Carolina. He is a graduate of
Free Will Baptist Bible Coilege. &
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CHURCH SIGN WINS FAMILY

WHEELING, WV—A young man saw
the First Free Will Baptist Church
sign while driving down the sireet of
this city recently. He went home and
told his wife that if the people who
attended that church were like the
Free Will Baptists he had wor-
shipped with while stationed in
Norfolk, Virginia, they would be
friendly and fove the Lord. The man
brought his wife and baby to the
services. He responded during the
invitation to commit his life to Christ.

Missionary pastor Burt Hal
believes there are scores of families
in Wheeling just like this young
man's family. They are tooking for a
warm, friendly, Christ-honoring,
fundamental church.

The Hall family moved to
Wheeling from Greenville, North
Carolina, in August 1o assume
responsibilities of the mission work,
For 3 August weeks they stored their
furniture in a barn and siept in a
camping ftrailer without running
water., They witnessed 3 con-
versions and 5 rededications during
this period. Sunday school in-
creased 16 to 37.

The entire Hali family is involved
in the outreach of the church. Mrs.
Hail teaches and supervises
children’s church. Twelve-year-old
Karrie is pianist and teaches the
preschoolers, Kathy, age 10, sings
duets with her sister.

FREE WILL BAPTIST

newsfront

&

NEW FREE WILL BAPTIST
MISSION OPENS IN OHIO

WASHINGTON COURTHQUSE,
OH—The Reverend James L.
Henderson, former business super-
visor for the Church Training Ser-
vice Department, Nashville, Tennes-
see, has moved to Washington
Courthouse and initiated Faith Free
Will Baptist Mission.

Henderson and his family also
began a neighborhood Good News
Club. Worship services are tem-
porarily being conducied in the
Henderson home. Rev. Henderson
states, ‘“We are... knocking on
doors. We have 4 for baptism.” A
church bus was donated to the Faith
Mission effort.

The family is extremely busy
gearing for continuous evangelistic
effort. Prayer is requested in 3
areas: for employment, for a
buitding in which to worship, and for
receptive hearts in the visitation
program.

BETHEL BIBLE COLLEGE BEGINS
SECOND YEAR OF OPERATIONS

PAINTSVILLE, KY—According to
President Edward J. Young, Bethel
Bible Coliege began its second year
of operation on September 5. The
college is using the Southside Free
Will Baptist Church Sunday school
annex in Paintsville for classroom
spaces. :

A 16-page catalog has been
printed and is available free upon
request. Two new members were
added to the college's Board of
Trustees: evangelists Homer Willis,
Nashville, Tennessee, and Calvin
Evans, Pedro, Ohio,

The school conducts exiension
classes in First Free Will Baptist
Church annex, Johnson City,
Tennessee, Extension classes are
taught by Tennessee pastors Rev.
Eddie Maupine, Wataugha Valley
Free Wili Baptist Church, Elizabeth-
ton; Rev. William Johnson, First
Free Will Baptist Church, Ervin; and
Rev. Robert Morgan, Harris
Memorial Free Will Baptist Church,
Greeneville,

CCC FALL SEMESTER OPENS WITH SPIRITUAL LIFE CONFERENCE

FRESNO, CA—California Christian
College began academic operations
for 1977-78 with an August 15-17
Spiritual Life Conference with Rev.
Connie Cariker, Tuisa, Cklahoma.
Cotlege officials described the
conference as one of the greatest
ever.
Cariker

addressed students,

faculty and visitors 5 times within.

the 3-day period. He alsc presented
the school with a $1,000 check from
the West Tulsa Free Will Baptist
Church.

CCC enrolied 63 students for the
fall term, and 3 part-time personnel
joined the faculty. Mrs. Giovanna
Wright has been employed as
Spanish instructor. Mrs. Wright
holds a B.A. from the University of
Costa Rica and a B.A. in linguistics
from Fresno State University. She is
pursuing a master's degree in
linguistics.

Mr. Sam Goossen has rejoined
the faculty as Bible instructor.
Goossen, former president of
Pacific Bible Institute, Fresne, holds

a M.A. from Fresno State University
and a Th.M. from Los Angeles
Baptist Theological Seminary.,

Mr. David Molter, a 1976
graduate of California Christian Col-
lege with a B.S. degree, teaches
Bible. He is now a master’'s can-
didate at Mennonite Brethren
Biblical Seminary, Fresno.

This is the 22nd consecutive year
of operation for the California-based
college.



RONALD CREECH NEW FREE WILL
BAPTIST BIBLE COLLEGE
DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR

NASHVILLE, TN—Reverend Ronald
Creech will assume duties as Free
Will Baptist Bible College’s director
of development on November 1,
1877, according io President L. C.
Johnson.

The North Carolina evangelist
says he is eager to promote the
college’s building program among
Free Will Baptists and asks for the
prayers of friends as he undertakes
this responsibility.

Creech is a 1952 Free Will Baptist
Bible Coliege ajlumnus who has
pastored in Mississippi, Kentucky,
North Carolina, Virginia and South
Carolina. He spent 11 vears
promoting the denomination's wark
in North Carolina. Cn the national
level, he is chairman of the denomi-
nation's Historical Commissicn,

Dr. Jechnson commended his ex-
perience and proven loyalty 1o the
college, and expressed confidence
in Creech’s ability to successfuily
promote the Deveiopment Cam-
paign.

LAKE JACKSON FWB CHURCH, Tailahassee, FL, held the grand opening of its mobile

chapel, owned by the Florida State Mission Board, August 14 with 56 present. Joint-Project
worker J. D. Norris states the property on Hwy. 27 & I-10 was oblained remt-free for one

year.

GATEWAY STUDENT ENROLLMENT INCREASES

VIRGINIA  BEACH, VA—The
Gateway Bible College has enrolled
a total of 57 full and parttime
students for the fall semester. The
states of Massachusetts, Minne-
sota, North Carolina, New Jersey,
South Carolina, Virginia, West
Virginia, Colorado and Fiorida are
represented in the diverse student
body.

Gateway is offering the first 2
years of basic Bible college
curriculum with emphasis on

pastorai training. The school has
received approvat from the govern-
ment for students to participate in
G.[. benefits.

Two instructors, Rev. Jack
Stailings and Rev. Lonnie Skiles,
have joined the college teaching
staff. The physical plant has been
expanded to include an academic
building and boy's dormitory.

Rev. Dale Burden is president,
and Rev. A. B. Brown serves as
dean.

876 DECISIONS RECORDED IN JAMAICA

PEDRO, OH—One of the most suc-
cessful evangelistic crusades ever
conducted by Free Will Baptisis on
the island of Jamaica was com-
pleted September 19. During the
week of September 12-19, meetings
were guided by evangelist Calvin

Evans, director of Evangelistic
Cutreach Incorporated, Pedro,
Ohic.

Evans, a staff of 5 other ministers
and 2 musical teams preached and
provided help in counseling. A year
of planning and praying for the cru-
sade gave a harvest of 876
decisions. Forty-five church ser-
vices were conducted in the 3
districts of Hanover, Trelawny and
St. James.

Rev. George C. Lee, Goldsboro,
North Carolina, shared the Gospel
with over 800 young people at
William Knibb Memorial School in
Falmouth. The students had been
waiting for more than an hour when

the team arrived. The message was
warmly received, and 200 accepted
Christ as Savior. Faculty and staff of
the schoo! were given New Testa-
ments.

More than 300 attended an
outdoor rally in Montege Bay's
amphitheater. Worshipers heard
evangelist Homer Witlis, Nashville,
Tennessee, speak on the necessity
of being born again. At the invitation
35 Jamaicans were saved. Saturday
night in the city square at Falmouth,
Rev. Larry Hughes, Canion, North
Carolina, spoke to a crowd of over
1,000, and 90 accepted Christ.
Hundreds of tracts were distributed
at both cutdoor rallies.

The sincerity of those receiving
Christ was manifest when a crowd
estimated at 500 gathered for a
massive baptismal service at
Trelawny Beach. In order to attend
this service, it was necessary for the
people to rise by 5 a.m. and ride 15

miles in huge buses. Each
passenger paid $1 transportation
fee, the equivalent of almost a haif
day's wages. There were 73 people
baptized, Bibles were given to each

convert. The baptismal service
stretched 2 hours.
Over 1,000 Bibles and

Testaments were distributed during
the week-long crusade. The Bibles
were provided by supporters of
Calvin Evans and his Evangelistic
Outreach televisicn and radic minis-
tries,

Jamaican customs officials were
somewhat puzzled by so many
Bibles and Testaments, Being
assured the Bibles were to be given
away and not sold and after each
official was given a Bible, the of-
ficers consented for the books to
clear customs,

~—y
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Lockes, members gave the Sunday morning
offering to their nearby friends. {By the way,
that nearby church was not a Free Will
Baptist church.}

The Satilla FWB Church, Hazelhurst,
Georgla, does not have a pastor who wins
converts and then forgets them. Pastor
Thomas M. Parrish recently baptized 12
converts on Sunday and then promptly an-
nounced the beginning of a new converis
course. He scheduled Evangelical Teacher
Training Association courses for the more
advanced and then issued a chalienge for the
church. While the new converts were being
taught and the older converis were being
instructed, he wanteg everyone to adopt a
goal to win 50 more to Christ this year.

When was the iast time your church had
109 iadies on visitation? On one Tuesday
during the summer, Fairmount Park FWB
Church, Norfolk, Virginia, had 109 ladies
paricipating in the door-to-door evangelism.
Dale Burden pastors.

Ground-breaking ceremonies were held in
June for the 8,000 square feet educational
facility and sanctuary of First FWB Church,
Spartanburg, South Carolina. The $250,000
project is expected 10 be completed in
November. Robert Burrow pastors,

Folks who know Laster Horton will be glad
1o hear that his t4-page booklet, *'A Product
of Grace,” has been reprinted. Lester
pastors the Fairwood FWB Church, Fairfax
Station, Virginia. The booklet is his testimony
of how God gloriousty saved him.

Choir members of Village Chapel FWB
Church, Ceres, California, are trying to swell
their number to 25. Music director Randy
Buzby promised that if the choir has 25
members singing in it 4 straight Sundays
before he foses 30 pounds, he will take them
ali out to eat. Adrian Condit pastors.

Teenagers in the Crusaders youth group at
DeSoto, Missouri’s First FWB Church were
treated to a 2-day Arkansas vacation in
August. Members of the group went to
Eureka Springs, Arkansas, where they viewed
the world-famous Passion Play depicting the
life of Christ from Paim Sunday through the
Resurrection. Charles Miiler pastors.

Dr. and Mrs. Roger Reads may never be
the same. The Sunday School Department
staff helped them celebrate their 25th
wedding anniversary recently. The stafi
staged a real hillbilly hitchin® to recreate in
jest the marriage of Dr. and Mrs. Reeds.
Sunday School Board Chairman Paul
Thompson concluded the wedding spoof on a
serious note when he presented a $250
check to the Reeds.

Rolfe Chapel FWB Church, Hamburg,
Arkansas, has begun their first weekly news
bulletin informing members of state and iocal
happenings. BHI Wheeler pastors.

West Craven FWB Church, New Bern,
North Carolina, has rallied around their new
paster Terry Hardison. Before Terry
assumed the church leadership role in early
June, attendance was below 10. On his
second Sunday the church sponsored a big
“Welcome Qur Pastor'' day and had 89 in
attendance. Since that time the attendance
has averaged around 35.

Ben Scott wrote in the Midweek News that
he would like to have a public hanging in First
FWB Church, Nerth Littie Rock, Arkansas.
The public hanging would have tc do with
Sunday school attendance records of adults
to impress upon them how careless some of
them have become regarding Sunday school
attendance.

The Coliege Lakes FWB Church
Challenger reports that in his 2 years as
pastor of the church in Fayetteville, North
Carolina, Bobby Gienn Smith has fed the
congregation in numerous  community
outreaches. The church has paid off a loanon
their day-care center; 3 young peopie have
answered the call of Ged to fuli-time Christian
setvice; regular support 1o numerous outside
causes was established; 70 have been saved;
24 were baptized; 29 became new members;
and 3 buses were purchased. Numerous
equipment purchases and facility improve-
ments have been made.

Every year First FWB Church, Church Hill,
Tennessee, Spcnsors a baby parade. The
purpose of the special occasion is to honor
children in the nursery department of the
Sunday school. Nursery children are brought
io the platform and introduced to the congre-
gation. M. C. Taylor pastors.

They have burned the mortgage at Lewls
Avenue FWB Church, Tuisa, Oklahema!
Pasior Larry Tuttle reports that ali property is
now debt free. The church plans to begin an
intense remodeling program.

This is only the first month of his pastorate,
but a good report is a good report regardless
of the ilength of time it covers. Tom Rolen,
pastor of Stacy FWB Church, Stacy, North
Carolina, reports an almost 30 percent in-
crease in Sunday school attendance from 66
to 92 and nearly 100 perceni increase in
Church Training Service attendance from 26
to 47. Fifteen attended a men’s prayer break-
fast, and 18 ladies are enrolled in auxiliary.
During one of those weeks of the first month,
Pastor Rolen baptized 7.

McGee, Arkansas, has a new Free Wil
Baptist church. I is the Grace Church
organized by L. D. Payne. The church
organized June 4 with 14 charter members.
David Josiin, promctional direcior for
Arkansas Stale Association, preached the
organizational service.

Hats off to the Hitchita FWB Church,
Hitehita, Oklahoma. Pasior K. C. Adams has
led the church in completing a new brick
sanctuary. Rev. Harry Stalres preached the
dedication message as the Hitchita Church
consecrated the new structure to the Lord.

Rev. Gilbert Pixiey has begun a radio pro-
gram over a 50,000 watt station located in St.
Kitts, West Indies, The program, "Waves of
Faith," is aired at 11:00 a.m. ¢n Saturday.
Brother Pixley is headquartered in Fort Smith,
Arkansas.

"Legs for the Lord” is an 11-page booklet
which tells the story of how Pastor Willord E,
Cathey has battled back from a tragic ac-
cident to resume his duties as pastor of First
FWB Church, Moline, lllinois. The publication
was recently printed at Brother Cathey's
request to teli his story as an encouragement
to others and as a reminder of God's enabting
grace.

The homebound in the vicinity of Bear
Point FWB Church, Sesser, illinois, can now
enjoy the marning and evening services, The
church has begun a tape ministry which wili
enable them to hear the regular worship
services during the week. James Q’Deli
pastors.

The Cordova FWB Church, Cordova,
Alahama, has taken a big step in voting to
hire a minister of music and youth. Pastor
Buddy Henry and the church are praying that
God will direct them to the right individual.

A homecoming service is big news in an
area where Free Will Baptist churches are
numbered on one hand. Centerton FWB
Church, Centerton, New Jersey, celebrated
a revival-nomeccming in  August, Paui
Sprouse pastors. Rev. Wiiliam Earl Chavls, a
Cherokee Indian evangelist from Taylor,
Michigan, spoke to the large New Jersey
gathering.

CONTACT Magazine weicomes the
foliowing churches to the CONTACT Church
Family Plan: First FWB Church, Jackson,
Arkansas; First FWR Church, Yakima,
Washington; Beathel FWB Church,
Mahelvale, Arkansas; First FWB Church,
Carisbad, New Maxico; Rickey Chapel FWB
Church, Delaplaine, Arkansas; Sylvan Park
FWE Church, Nashvilis, Tennessee; Holly
Grove FWB Church, Marianna, Florida. &
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As a special gift for giving CONTACT this Christ-
mas, we will send you a copy of History of Free Will
Baptist State Associations. If you give $10 worth of

_ subscriptions to CONTACT (including if you wish
your own renewal for the usual period of one or
two years), you will receive this Free Will Baptist

. book recounting the organization of 22 state
associations in our denomination today.

Remember — Give and you shall receive!
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{ ) bill me.
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Gift to Gift to
Address Address
City State Zip City State Zip
6-months subscription Other 6-months subscription Other
Gift to Gift to
Address Address
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Subscription offer is valid only through December 31, 1977. One year—$5; 6-months—$2.50.
MAIL to CONTACT Magazine » P. O. Box 1088 » Nashviile, TN 37202,
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BOOK OF MORMON
CALLEQ {NTO QUESTION

ANAHEIM, Calif. (EP)--Based on the
opinions of 3 handwriting experts, 3 Sou-
thern California researchers have delared
that parts of the Book of Maormon couid weil
have been written by a Congregationalist min-
ister and novelist who died more than 10
years before Joseph Smith reportediy
received the revelations from God through
golden plates.

Though controversy about the authenticity
of the Book of Mormon has swirled since its
publication in 1830, the critics™ case has until
now rested on circumstantial evidence (simi-
larities of style and subject matter and testi-
monies of perhaps biased persons) linking
Smith and the work of Solomen Spaulding,
the minister-writer who died in 1818,

Edward Plowman, news editor of Christ-
anity Today, ialked o the three researchers
and, as toid in the July 8 issue, tearned that
they obtained enlarged photocopies of 12
original manuscript pages of the Bock of
Mormon that are in the Latter-day Saints ar-
chives in Salt Lake City. These reproductions
were compared with specimens of handwrit-
ing generaily acknowledged to be Spauld-
ing’s. The analysts, all well known in their
field, working independently and not knowing
-of the Book of Mormon connection, con-
cluded that Spaulding had writien ail of the
materials they examined.

The issue is a critical one for the Mormons
because they believe the 522-page Book of
Mormon is the divinely inspired and correctly
transiated Word of God. "if the bock is ever
proved to be something other than what
Joseph Smith claimed, the church's founda-
tion itself will be In gquestion,” Plowman
cbserved.

The researchers, none of whom is now a
Mormon, are writing the story of their inves-
tigations in a bock o be published by Vision
House. Dr. Waiter Martin, a staunch defender
of biblical Christianity against the cuits and
the occull, paid for the fees of two of the
three handwriting analysts, EP News Service
iearned.

GIVING TO CHRISTIAN COLLEGES
INCREASES SUBSTANTIALLY IN 1876

WASHINGTON, D.C. (EP)—-A random
sampting indicates the amount of money
given to Christian colleges by alumni and
from other sources was significantly higher in
1975-78 than in 1974-75, mirroring a national
trend.

The American Association of Fund-Raising
Counsel has repcrted recently that gifts and
beguests 1o the nation's colieges and
universities totaled $2.4 billion in 1875-78, an
ingrease of $250 million over that given in
1974-75.

However, inflation brought a 25% reduc-
tion in actual buying power of the money
given from 1972-73 10 1975-78.

PSYCHOLOGIST ARGUES THAT
PSYCHOLOGY HAS BECOME
RELIGION OF SELF-WORSHIP

GRAND RAPIDS, MI (EP)—A Christian psy-
chologist has argued that “psychology has
become a religion, in particular, a form of
secular humanism based cn worship of the
sef.”

in a book entitled Psychology as Religion:
The Cuft of Self-Worship, published by
Eerdmans, Dr. Paul C. Vitz, associate profes-
sor of psychology at New York University,
critigues what he calls “'selfism."”

Dr. Vitz contends that much of modern
psychology and society in general has
become dominated by the thecries of
psychelogists Erich Fromm, Carl Rogers,
Abraham Maslow and Roilo May. But he finds
thelr ideas paralleled and in some cases
anticipated by popular preachers of the
1830's and 40's such as Harry Emerson
Fosdick ang Nerman Vincent Peale.

Despite this development, Dr. Viiz
maintains that “selfism” with its stress on
individuati autonomy and the person as the
measure of ail things is anti-Christian, He
points out that it negates of denies such
Christian doctrines as sin and love for God
and one's neighbor.

OVERSEAS PROTESTANT TASK FORCE
INCREASING

MONROVIA, CA {EP}—The number of U.S.
Protestant missionaries busy in overseas
nations ig increasing, following a slumg in the
1970's, says Ed Dayton, director of research
for World Vision international here.

The current missionary force stands at
37,000, an increase of 8 percent above
34,000 counted in 1870, according to the
Mission Handbook compiled by the research
division of World Vision International, The
1970 decline was the nation’s first since the
depression years of the 1930's.

The World Vision volume shows 620
Protestant mission agencies are working in
182 countries and indicates a rising trend
toward greater use of young people on short-
term assignments, About % of them go on to

become career missionaries, says Mr.
Cayton.
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